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PREFATORY LETTER. 


It was at that timo too that you concluded a Jotter on the absorbing 
topics of tlui (lay, by saying 

“I wish I had timo to write about the ‘Life of Scott.' 1 may bo 
wrong, but I am vaguely under tin* impmssiun that it bus nori had 
a really wide circulation. 1 If so, it is the suddcM pity : and 1 almitld 
greatly like (without any censure on its present length) to wr published 
an abbreviation of it.” 

To the suggestion made in the hist extract, I paid, an I \u.h hound 
to do, immediate attention; but, misled, not by your iutimatbm, but 
by some from other quarters, I liegau by supposing that, u hot rh<- 
public needed was a wholly new work ; and l«dng unable hi attempt 
this myself, and, at the same time, being jealous of iutruitiug it to 
less reverent, oven though more skilful, hands, I found it dilfe ult to 
proceed. 

One eminont man, to whom I proposed the work combined all the 
qualifications which I could desire, but his own pursuits prevented 
him from undertaking it; and, after his refusal, the pnwjHnd of a new 
Life, such as alone I could have wished to see published, l*e»Mium 
gradually more uncertain. 

But while thus engaged, I learnt, with great surprise, how little 
Lockhart’s own abridgment of the larger Life, published in 1*1*. and 
here reprinted, was known, even among professed admirers of Sentt, 
The charms of the original work apjamr to have hindered its prog less 
from the first, and to have justified Lock hart’s unwillingness t«« muhu * 
take it. 3 I found that it was unknown to you, and that the able 
writor of an article which appeared in tho Quarterly Review of January 
1808, seemed also to have been ignorant of it, for he refers to the 
“veil of mystery” which Lockhart had thrown over the *J«»ry of 
Scott’s first and unsuccessful love, and which, while denying its n**ce». 
sity, he declines to withdraw; yet in this abridgment the mimes of 
the lady and of lmr eventual husband are both fully given (p, (it). 

This circumstance, and a further consideration of the subject, led 
me to abandon altogether tho idea of a new Life. Lockhart laid a 
personal familiarity with his subject, and the command of a iiiom of 
materials such as cannot fall to the share of any other writer; and 
therefore, even if his mode of dealing with his ituhjtwt were Jess 
admirable than it confessedly is, his larger work would, of nemwity, 
form the foundation of any fresh attempt. But when we examine 

1 Between 1887 and 1800 there wore eold, or nil the edition#, M,Wtt «*«*»», 

1800 and 1871, only 1000. 

* Boo tho iirofooo to this volume. 
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prefatory letter, 


•force of Ilia character. It is to be traced in the smallest thing* ns 
■well as in the greatest, in it is daily hubsN n* much »** us hr. i-uf.in¬ 
actions, in his fancies and follies as well an in hi-, ^ and 
doings. Everywhere wo find the mime jHiwer of imngm.if t-m, and the 
same energy of will; and though it has been said that “ on ut.m mi 
hero to his valet de chamhre” 1 am satisfied that N-uH'-i mod {Htmh.tr 
attendant never doubted his greatness, or looked upon hint w tfti !> >, 
respect than those who judged him us ho stood fmth amidst the 
homage of the world. 

Tn dealing with such a character, it is hardly nereman to my that 
the omission of details bmmie.s, after a eertuiu |*oi»f, n '"'O'iih injury 
to the truth of the whole portrait; mid if any man should that 

this volume is not short enough, I should 1«> tempted to &im\\v r, that 
if he roads by foot-rule, lie had better not think of studying, m any 
shape, the life of Walter Hcott. 

But besides the reduction of hulk, by which eighty f«<ui e|mji|nr» 
have been compressed into eighteen, this edition ho* oilier chum* 
upon attention. The larger Life, which was first published in wnm 
volumes in 1887-8, was succeeded by one in ten volume** m 1 h;! 5 i, amt 
by another in one volume, with double rolum»% in In jo ; l.«i though 
both the latter were entered at Stationers* Hull ns new edition* "with 
alterations,” and did, in fact, each differ, in some t*o.|*wt-», from tie- 
original edition, and from each other, yet Lockhart did nut think Mu¬ 
ch an ges worthy of a public notice, and the preface »»f the edition of 
1887-8 was published, unaltered, with the two later edituum. But the 
preface of the abridgment of 1818 intimates change* arming from 
later information, and tlm book itself morn than bear* out tin* 
promise. Time and death had been at work in the interval, and to 
these causes we owe some alterations and additions of intercut, due 
of these I have already mentioned, and I cannot refrain from rm-om 
mending to special notice the touching memorials of Scott'* two 
sons, Walter and Charles, which occur towards tlm imwlumm of tin* 
volume. 

Those who read them will see new proofs of that depth and tender 
ness of feeling which Lockhart, in daily life, w> often hid under an 
almost fierce reserve, and will bo able to form some Idea though, 
after all, it can be but a very faint one—of what he suffered on tlm 
death of his surviving son. 

lliey may imagine too how much lm was spared by dying tadorn 
his only daughter — that daughter whose singular likeness to her 
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1i#r tnuai have eont lonall * t«’a!!«»| to him h«lh the feature* ami 

I'it'U.li t*'* «■* hot »4 whmo h« wtMe 

•Slmwhmu 1 "14? mm ®*4!_4 ter*ml m, n»*l l«» Sir Walter himwclf, 
c}jl, ( mnaimml ait'l 4*4s$ht al all tlm-te »>in]4” meeting* n\ w 

in | »»> »*'•** |4<*«^ • *» thmn rMonl slaughter, Ihe 

,,f ail jut th»hli«m *«!»”. »* imrnt, amt manner*, tinwt, 

mhh'il Iium-w-H, nn»4 «Ia<i «mt<*»l wa* aa jske him Its till thing* ax a 
In tiiiii4't'ul »*<?««*» «'»n «*-«r,s }•* |s» a groat iitais t|r>r|»ly trim! amt 
,ri{ 181 the atlllggh'S *ls 4 §*ef j 4 *» % it **’-!» *4 Aft It W life »it«’ Imt is 1)0 

l*.” * 

\n Hearth th« atom *4 llsl% reprint, 1 have tint Iwu able U» 

it hat ! Iia4 j>n*jw«w4 It mm ant inlnnlitm |«> have rt»¥t««l th« 

, m»»i Id hate ipl*|s*4 Js<f>!r«, 4 hut, %,% the Ittott »bscl« | h«»l 

thin work tlmw umm t it §4 »imw 4 U»«l muhtetiiy to »|»y my lia.Mil, 

«t» to occupy my tlumghu that wmi tht« vmy t«*k Iweanw impel* 
t t« hi**- With tin* »’4v«>|*tit*u, thereforo, of the changr* «f farm 
i two volume* to on®, ««! *4 l|» «4«IiHt»n # **f a nhmt anti ttseliui- 
y uniter, which ti mwtwni n*i|»m»ihUt U« withlmh), thin narrativt 
i forth m Mi *t, »»»! »inr« 1 am *tirn that ! cmiht not 

:» t« tl» *ul**lAntWrl iutrmst without unduly ifi»m»»ahi§f ita 

i, l fret 1ml little regret that my f»t«ntlcrti failed. 

\mi mm, my itr*r IV# *•4t/*yu«. You have lUrwiuly 

iwl a Htuinki |*t»*7« in tlw ht»tmy «»f ymir r»»uutry, ai»4, though thiw 
im grmat nuhl^t on wsfilrli *« *tiffor, l am «h|p heartily to tloaiw 
your future career may \m m 4i«tiftgtii»l»wl m y«*t»r Hut 

e it U only t«» tferiain that the l»iglw«t hotimira of ataloaiuauahip 
ueither l*r» won nor I»p! 4 wlil<**«t eaertioim which are full of 
ger to ihtme who make them, I will a»l*l Urn further wUh, that you 
t long relaiu, m «*feguar«t# to your health, ymir htifijiinwin, ami 
r uwfuhmiMi, that frwnh am! t»r*#ttle njiirit, ami that atrong 
ho trim amt tli« Uimdfttl, which h*t« cauaml you l*> tuttirtMUMrl 
Jii» occasion hy 

Ymtr affw'thmate frientl, 

J A MKH It. HOl»K SCOTT. 

Unmr lh<** W K 
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i«w» ibn s»« s%« ><r u»» i»t. Bh»* tMitt tw««r »,l ji, MR 
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tt*m Um pw4n»fc» (» J-Wf* 
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LIFE OF SIB WALTER SCOTT. 


when acquired, no remarkable change upon either, it is hardly 
to be expected that much information can be. derived from 
minutely investigating frailties, follies, or vices, not. very 
different in number or degree from those of other men in my 
situation. As I have not been blessed with the talents of 
Burns or Ghatterton, I have been happily exempted from the 
influence of their violent passions, exasperated by the struggle 
of feelings which rose up against the unjust decrees of fortune. 
Yet, although I cannot tell of difficulties vanquished, and 
distance of rank annihilated by the strength of genius, those 
who shall hereafter read this little Memoir may find in it some 
hints to be improved, for the regulation of their own minds, or 
the training those of others. 

Every Scottishman has a pedigree. It is a national prerog¬ 
ative, as unalienable as his pride and his poverty. My birth 
was neither distinguished nor sordid. According to the preju¬ 
dices of my country, it was esteemed gentle, as I was connected, 
though remotely, with ancient families both by my father’s 
and mother’s side. My father’s grandfather was Walter Scott, 
well known in Teviotdale by the surname of Beardie. He was 
the second son of Walter Scott, first Laird of Baeburn, who 
was third son of Sir William Scott, and the grandson of Walter 
Scott, commonly called in tradition Auld Watt of Harden. I am 
therefore lineally descended from that ancient chieftain, whose 
name I have made to ring in many a ditty, and from his fair dame, 
the Flower of Yarrow—no bad genealogy for a Border minstrel . 1 
Beardie, my great-grandfather aforesaid, derived his cognomen 
from a venerable beard, which he wore unblemished by razor or 
scissors, in token of his regret for the banished dynasty of Stuart. 
It would have been well that his zeal had stopped there. But he 

educated Scotchmen are early trained, that prevents them from being 
much dazzled by this species of elevation. A man who to good nature 
adds the general rudiments of good breeding, provided he rest contented 
with a simple and unaffected manner of behaving and expressing himself, 
will never be ridiculous in the best society, and, so far as his talents and 
information permit, may be an agreeable part of the company. I have 
therefore never felt much elevated, nor did I experience any violent 
change in situation, by the passport which my poetical character afforded 
me into higher company than my birth warranted. —1820. 

1 [In whom the male representation of the old Scotts of Buccleuch is 
now vested, there is great dispute among heraldic writers, — some 
upholding the claim of Lord Napier, the male heir of the Scotts of Thirl- 
estane, —others that of Lord Polwarth, head of what was always con¬ 
sidered, in point of importance, the second family of the clan, viz., the 
Scotts of Harden, originally designed Scotts of Sinton. Of his. ancestors 
of this branch, Sir Walter has recorded many anecdotes in the notes “bo 
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LIFE OF SIB WALTER SCOTT. 


He left three sons. The eldest, Walter, had a family, of 
which any that now remain have been long settled in America: 
— the male heirs are long since extinct. The third was Wil¬ 
liam, father of James Scott, well known in India as one of the 
original settlers of Prince of Wales island. The second, Eobert 
Scott, was my grandfather. He was originally bred to the sea; 
but, being shipwrecked near Dundee in his trial-voyage, he 
took such a sincere dislike to that element, that he could not 
be persuaded to a second attempt. This occasioned a quarrel 
between him and his father, who left him to shift for himself. 
Eobert was one of those active spirits to whom this was no 
misfortune. He turned Whig upon the spot, and fairly abjured 
his father’s politics, and his learned poverty. His chief and 
relative, Mr. Scott of Harden, gave him a lease of the farm of 
Sandy-Knowe, comprehending the rocks in the centre of which 
Smailholm or Sandy-Knowe Tower is situated. He took for 
his shepherd an old man called Hogg, who willingly lent him, 
out of respect to his family, his whole savings, about £30, to 
stock the new farm. With this sum, which it seems was at the 
time sufficient for the purpose, the master and servant set off 
to purchase a stock of sheep at Whitsun-Tryste, a fair held on 
a hill near Wooler in Northumberland. The old shepherd went 
carefully from drove to drove, till he found a hirsel likely to 
answer their purpose, and then returned to tell his master to come 
up and conclude the bargain. But what was his surprise to see 
him galloping a mettled hunter about the race-course, and to 
find he had expended the whole stock in this extraordinary- 
purchase !—Moses’s bargain of green spectacles did not strike 
more dismay into the Vicar of Wakefield’s family, than my 
grandfather’s rashness into the poor old shepherd. The thing, 
however, was irretrievable, and they returned without the sheep. 
In the course of a few days, however, my grandfather, who was 
one of the best horsemen of his time, attended John Scott of 
Harden’s hounds on this same horse, and displayed him to 
sueh advantage that he sold him for double the original price. 
The farm was now stocked in earnest; and the rest of my 
grandfather’s career was that of successful industry. He was 
one of the first who were active in the cattle trade, afterwards 
carried to such extent between the Highlands of Scotland, 
and the leading counties in England, and by his droving trans¬ 
actions acquired a considerable sum of money. He was a man 
of middle stature, extremely active, quick,* keen, and fiery in 
his temper, stubbornly honest, and so distinguished for his 
skill in country matters, that he was the general referee in a.11 





Luts of dispute -which occurred in the neighbourhood. His 
■th being admitted as gentle , gave him access to the best 
iiety in the county, and his dexterity in country sports, 
cticularly hunting, made him an acceptable companion in the 
Id as well as at the table. 1 

Robert Scott of Sandy-Knowe married, in 1728, Barbara 
iliburton, daughter of Thomas Haliburton of Mewmains, an 
cient and respectable family in Berwickshire. Among other 
trimonial possessions, they enjoyed the part of Dry burgh, 
w the property of the Earl of Buchan, comprehending the 
ms of the Abbey. My granduncle, Robert Haliburton, having 
male heirs, this estate, as well as the representation of the 
nily, would have devolved upon my father, and indeed Old 
swmains had settled it upon him; but this was prevented by 
3 misfortunes of my granduncle, a weak silly man, who en- 
ged in trade, for which he had neither stock nor talents, and 
came bankrupt. The ancient patrimony was sold for a trifle 
3out £3000), and my father, who might have purchased it 
th ease, was dissuaded by my grandfather, who at that time 
ieved a more advantageous purchase might have been made 
some lands which Raeburn thought of selling. And thus 
5 have nothing left of Dryburgh, although my father’s 
iternal inheritance, but the right of stretching our bones 
ere mine may perhaps be laid ere any eye but my own 
mces over these pages. 

Walter Scott, my father, was born in 1729, and educated to 
e profession of a Writer to the Signet. He was the eldest 
a large family, several of whom I shall have occasion to 
3ntion with a tribute of sincere gratitude. My father was a 
igular instance of a man rising to eminence in a profession 
r which nature had in some degree unfitted him. He had 
deed a turn for labour, and a pleasure in analysing the 
istruse feudal doctrines connected with conveyancing, which 
juld probably have rendered him unrivalled in the line of a 
ecial pleader, had there been such a profession in Scotland; 
it in the actual business of the profession which he embraced, 
that sharp and intuitive perception which is necessary in 
iving bargains for himself and others, in availing himself of 
e wants, necessities, caprices, and follies of some, and guard- 
g against the knavery and malice of others, Uncle Toby him- 
If could not have conducted himself with more simplicity than 

1 The present Lord Haddington, and other gentlemen conversant with 
3 south country, remember my grandfather well. He was a fine alert 
ure, and wore a jockey cap over liis grey hair. —1826. 
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my father. Most attorneys have been suspected, more or less 
justly, of making their own fortune at the expense of their clients 
— my father’s fate was to vindicate his calling from the stain in 
one instance, for in many cases his clients contrived to ease him 
of considerable sums. Many worshipful and be-knighted names 
occur to my memory, who did him the honour to run in his debt 
to the amount of thousands, and to pay him with a lawsuit, or 
a commission of bankruptcy, as the case happened. But they 
are gone to a different accounting, and it would be ungenerous 
to visit their disgrace upon their descendants. My father was 
wont also to give openings, to those who were pleased to take 
them, to pick a quarrel with him. He had a zeal for his clients 
which was almost ludicrous: far from coldly discharging the 
duties of liis employment towards them, he thought for them, 
felt for their honour as for his own, and rather risked dis¬ 
obliging them than neglecting anything to which he conceived 
their duty bound them. If there was an old mother or aunt to 
be maintained, he was, I am afraid, too apt to administer to 
their necessities from what the young heir had destined ex¬ 
clusively to his pleasures. This ready discharge of obligations 
which the Civilians tell us are only natural and not legal, did 
not, I fear, recommend him to his employers. Yet his practice 
was, at one period of his life, very extensive. He understood 
his business theoretically, and was early introduced to it by a 
partnership with George Chalmers, Writer to the Signet, under 
whom he had served his apprenticeship. 

His person and face were uncommonly handsome, with an 
expression of sweetness of temper, which was not fallacious; 
his manners were rather formal, but full of genuine kindness, 
especially when exercising the duties of hospitality. His general 
habits were not only temperate, but severely abstemious; but 
upon a festival occasion, there were few whom a moderate glass 
of wine exhilarated to such a lively degree. His religion, in 
which he was devoutly sincere, was Calvinism of the strictest 
kind, and his favourite study related to church history. I 
suspect the good old man was often engaged with Knox and 
Spottiswoode’s folios, when, immured in his solitary room, he 
was supposed to be immersed in professional researches. In 
his political principles he was a steady friend to freedom, with 
a bias, however, to the monarchical part of our constitution, 
which he considered as peculiarly exposed to danger during the 
later years of his life. He had much of ancient Scottish 
prejudice respecting the forms of marriages, funerals, christen¬ 
ings, and so forth, and was always vexed at any neglect of 



ANNE RUTHERFORD. 
Mother of Sir Walter Scott. 
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etiquette upon such, occasions. As his education had not been 
upon an enlarged plan, it could not be expected that he should 
be an enlightened scholar, but he had not passed through a 
busy life without observation ; and his remarks upon times and 
manners often exhibited strong traits of practical though un¬ 
taught philosophy. Let me conclude this sketch, which I am 
unconscious of having overcharged, with a few lines written by 
the late Mrs. Cockbuxn 1 upon the subject. They made one 
among a set of poetical characters which were given as toasts 
among a few friends, and we must hold them to contain a 
striking likeness, since the original was recognised so soon as 
they were read aloud: — 

“ To a thing that’s uncommon — a youth of discretion, 

Who, though vastly handsome, despises flirtation : 

To the friend in affliction, the heart of affection, 

Who may hear the last trump without dread of detection.” 

In April 1758, my father married Anne Rutherford, eldest 
daughter of Dr. John Rutherford, professor of medicine in 'the 
University of Edinburgh. He was one of those pupils of 
Boerhaave, to whom the school of medicine in our northern 
metropolis owes its rise, and a man distinguished for profes¬ 
sional talent, for lively wit, and for literary acquirements. 
Dr. Rutherford was twice married. His first wife, of whom 
my mother is the sole surviving child, was a daughter of Sir 
John Swinton of Swinton, a family which produced many 
distinguished warriors during the middle ages, and which, for 
antiquity and honourable alliances, may rank with any in 
Britain. My grandfather’s second wife was Miss Mackay, by 
whom he had a second family, of whom are now (1808) alive, 
Dr. Daniel Rutherford, professor of botany in the University 
of Edinburgh, and Misses Janet and Christian Rutherford, 
amiable and accomplished women. 

My father and mother had a very numerous family, no 
fewer, I believe, than twelve children, of whom many were 
highly promising, though only five survived very early youth. 
My eldest brother Robert was bred in the King’s service, and 
was in most of Rodney’s battles. His temper was bold and 
haughty, and to me was often checkered with what I felt to 
be capricious tyranny. In other respects I loved him much, 

1 Mrs. Cockbum (born Miss Rutherford of Fairnalie) was the authoress 
of the beautiful song — 

' “ I have seen the smiling 

Of fortune beguiling." 
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fox lie had a strong turn for literature, read poetry with taste 
and judgment, and composed verses himself, which had gained 
him great applause among his messmates. Witness the fol¬ 
lowing elegy upon the supposed loss of the vessel, composed 
the night before Rodney’s celebrated battle of April the 12tli, 
1782. It alludes to the various amusements of his mess: — 

“No more the geese shall cackle on the poop, 

No more the bagpipe through the orlop sound, 

No more the midshipmen, a jovial group, 

Shall toast the girls, and push llio boltlo round. 

In death’s dark road at anchor fast they stay, 

Till Heaven’s loud signal shall in thunder roar; 

Then starting up, all hands shall quick obey, 

Sheet home the topsail, and with speed unmoor.” 

Robert sung agreeably — (a virtue which was never scon in 
me)—understood the mechanical arts, and when in good 
humour, could regale us with many a talc of bold adventure 
and narrow escapes. When in had humour, however, he gave 
us a practical taste of what was then man-of-war’s discipline, 
and kicked and cuffed without mercy. I have often thought 
how he might have distinguished himsolf had he continued in 
the navy until the present times, so glorious for nautical 
exploit. But the peace of 1783 cut off all hopes of promotion 
for those who had not great interest; and some disgust which 
his proud spirit had taken at harsh usage from a superior 
officer, combined to throw poor Robert into the East India 
Company’s service, for which his habits were ill adapted. He 
made two voyages to the East, and died a victim to the 
climate. 

John Scott, my second brother, is about throo years older 
than me. He addicted himself to the military service, and is 
now brevet-major in the 73d regiment. 1 

I had an only sister, Anne Scott, who seemed to be from 
her cradle the butt for mischance to shoot arrows at Her 
childhood was marked by perilous escapes from the most 
extraordinary accidents. Among others, I remember an iron- 
railed door leading into the area in the centre of George’s 
Square being closed by the wind, while her fingers were 
betwixt the hasp and staple. Her hand was thus looked in, 

1 , He was J lis 7 ear mado ma l° r of the second battalion by the kind fnten- 
cession of Mr. Canning at the War-Office—1809. lie retired from the 
army, and kept house with my mother. Ills health was totally broken, 
and he died, yet a young man, on 8th May 1816. —1826. 
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and. must have been smashed to pieces, had not the bones of 
her fingers been remarkably slight and tlnn. As it was, the 
hand was cruelly mangled. On another occasion, she was 
nearly drowned in a pond, or old quarry-liole, in what was 
then called Brown’s Park, on the south side of the square. 
But the most unfortunate accident, and which, though it 
happened while she was only six years old, proved the 1 emote 
cause of lier death; was her cap accidentally taking hro. klio 
child was alone in. the room, and before assistance could be 
obtained, her head was dreadfully scorched. Altei a lingeiing 
and dangerous illness, she recovered — but never to enjoy per¬ 
fect health. The slightest cold occasioned swellings in her face, 
and other indications of a delicate constitution. At length 
[in 18011, poor Anne was taken ill, and died after a very 
short interval. Her temper, like that of her brothers, was 
peculiar, and in her, perhaps, it shewed more odd, from the 
habits of indulgence which her nervous illness had formed. 
But she was at heart an affectionate and kind girl, neither 
void of talent nor of feeling, though living in an ideal world 
which she had framed to herself by the force of imagination. 
Anne was my junior by about a year. 

A year lower in the list was my brother Thomas Scott, who 
is still alive. 1 

Last, and most unfortunate of onr family, was my youngest 
brother, Daniel. With the same aversion to labour, or rather, 
I should say, the same determined indolence that marked us 
all, he had neither the vivacity of intellect which supplies 
the want of diligence, nor the pride which renders the most 
detested labour better than dependence or contempt, llis 
career was as unfortunate as might be augured from such 
an unhappy combination; and, after various unsuccessful 
attempts to establish himself in life, he died on his return 
from the West Indies, in July 1806. 

Having premised so much of my family, I return to my 
own story. I was born, as I believe, on the 16th August 


1 Poor Tom, a man of infinite humour and'excellent parts, pursued for 
some time my father’s profession ; hut he was unfortunate, from engag¬ 
ing in speculations respecting farms and matters out of the line of lus 
proper business. He afterwards became paymaster of tho 70tli regiment, 
and died in Canada. Tom married Elizabeth, a daughter of the family 
of M’Culloch of Ardwell, an ancient Galwegian stock, by whom he left a 
son, Walter Scott, now second lieutenant of Engineers in the East India 
Company’s service, Bombay—and three daughters, Jessie, married to 
Lieutenant-Colonel Huxley; 2, Anne; 3, Eliza — the two last still un¬ 
married. —1826. 
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It is here at r>unUy-nnowe, m me lrsmntiT ui my 
grandfather, already nmuthmed, that. I havi* the tir.st c.inseiMus 
ness of existence; and I recollect distinctly that my Mtuahou 
and appearance wort', a little whimsical. Among the odd rem¬ 
edies recurred to to aid my lameness, some one had recoin 
mended, that so often as a sheep was killed for the use <4 the 
family, .1 should bo stripped, and swathed up in tin* skin, warm 
as it was flayed from the. eareaso id’ the animal, lit thm Tar 
tar-like habiliment 1 well remember lying upon the tloor »d 
the little parlour in the farm-house, while my grandfather, a 
venerable old man with white hair, used every excitement to 
make mo try to crawl. I also distinctly remember the hit** Sir 
(Jeorgo MnoDougal of Maekerstuiiu, fat her of the pre sent Sir 
Henry Hay MaeDougal, joining in this kindly attempt, I to 
was, (hxl knows how, 1 a relation of ours, and I still reeolleet 
him in his old-fashioned military habit, (he had }*eeu colon**! «»f 
the Greys), 'with a small ooeked hat, deeply bleed, an emhr«*n! 
ercil scarlet; waistcoat, and a light-coloured coat, w it It milk 
white locks tied in a military fashion, kneeling on the ground 
before me, and drugging his watch along the carpet to induce 
mo to follow it. The benevolent old soldier and the infant 
wrap]ted in his sheepskin would have afforded an odd group to 
uninterested spectators. This must have happened nUmt my 
third your, for Sir George Maclhmgal and my grandfather 
both died shortly after that period. 

My grandmother continued for Homo years to take charge of 
the farm, assisted by my father’s second brother, Mr. Thomas 
Scott, who resided at (Tailing, :lh factor or land steward for 
Mr. Scott of Haiieslield, then proprietor of that estate. 1 This 
was during the heat of the American war, and I remetutwr 
being as anxious on my uncle’s weekly visits (for %v heard 
news at no other time) to hear of the defeat of Washington, 

1 Ho was a secumd-eouBin of my gnuulfuthrf’*. Imdwl MartWigal, 
wife of Walter, tint tirat, Laird of Kneburn, and mother of Walter Mofit, 
called Boardle, was grandaunt, I take it, to th« late Hir (taint* Mm- 
Donga!. There was always great friendship between as wi»S the Maker- 
stoun family. It singularly happeumd, that at tin* burial *4 the Snip Hir 
Henry MaeDougal, my cousin William Kcott, younger of Harhimt, and i 
myself, were tho nearest bloucl-relations prowi t, although mtr roMteslott 
was of so old a (late, and ranked as pall-lwttt'ra gminilttgly. ■ ■ |ngtf 
_ 2 UI1( )}« afterwards resided at Kliiatou, and then took fmt» Mr. 

Cornelius Llllol, the estate of Woollen, Finally he mlmi to Mwiifekw 
in tho neighbourhood of Jedburgh, where he dint, ttcj.,1, at the advanmi 
ago of ninoty years, and in full possession of his faculties, ft mm a flti» 
thing to hoar hhn talk over the change of the country whirls few had 
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I had had some deep and personal cause of antipathy to 
I know not how this was combined with a very strong 
idice in favour of the Stuart family, which I had originally 
bed from the songs and tales of the Jacobites. This 
r political propensity was deeply confirmed by the stories 
in my hearing of the cruelties exercised in the executions 
irlisle, and in the Highlands, after the battle of Oulloden. 
or two of our own distant relations had fallen on that 
lion, and I remember of detesting the name of Cumber- 
with more than infant hatred. Mr. Curie, fanner at 
yre, husband of one of my aunts, had been present at their 
ition; and it was probably from him that I first heard 
! tragic tales which made so great an impression on mo. 
local information, which I conceive had some share in 
ing my future taste and pursuits, I derived from the old 
} and tales which then formed the amusement of a retired 
bry family. My grandmother, in whose youth the old 
er depredations were matter of recent tradition, used to 
oe many a tale of Watt of Harden, Wight Willie of Aik- 
, Jamie Telfer of the fair Dodhead, and other heroes — 
y-men all of the persuasion and calling of Robin Hood 
bittle John. A more recent hero, but not of less note, 
bhe celebrated Diel of Littledean, whom she well remcm- 
., as he had married her mother’s sister. Of this extraor- 
y person I learned many a story, grave and gay, comic 
warlike. Two or three old books which lay in tlio 
ow-seat were explored for my amusement in the tedious 
:r days. Automath.es, and Ramsay’s Tea-table Miscellany, 
my favourites, although at a later period an odd volume 
sephus’s Wars of the Jews divided my partiality. 

' kind and affectionate aunt, Miss Janet Scott, whose mem- 
ill ever be dear to me, used to read these works to me 
admirable patience, until I could repeat long passages by 
The ballad of Hardyknute I was early master of, to 
reat annoyance of almost our only visitor, the worthy 
/man of the parish, Dr. Duncan, who had not patience 
ve- a sober chat interrupted by my shouting forth this 
Methinks I now see his tall thin emaciated figure, his 
ased m clasped gambadoes, and his face of a length that 
. have rivalled the Knight of La Mancha’s, and hear him 
mmg, “ One may as well speak in the mouth of a camion 
e i' e With this little acidity, which was 

il to him, he was a most excellent and benevolent man 
bleman in every feeling, and altogether different from 
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those of liis order who cringe at. the fables of tin- gentry, or 
domineer and riot at those of tin* yeomanry, In his \mith he 
had been chaplain in the family of Ia»rd Maivhmnui • -had him 
Pope — and eould talk familiarly of many characters who hud 
survived tlio Augustan age of Queen Anne. Though vah-ttnli 
nary, he lived to las nearly ninety, and in welcome to Scut laud 
his son, (Jolonel William Duncan, who, with the highest char 
aeter for military and (evil merit, had made a eomsideralde 
fortune in India. In [IThnj, a few days before hm death, 1 
paid him a visit, to inquire, after his health. I found him 
emaciated to the last degree, wrapped in a tartan night gown, 
and employed with till the activity of health ami \ out It in rut 
reefing a history of the. Revolution, which he intruded should 
be giveu to the. public when he was no more, lie read me ?,e\ 
eral passages with a voice naturally strong, and uhirh the feel 
ings of an author then raised above, the depression of age and 
declining health. I bogged him to spare this fatigue, which 
could not but; injure his health. Ills answer was remarkable. 
“I know,” ho said, “that I cannot survive a fortnight and 
what signifies an exertion that can at. worst only accelerate 
my death a few days?” I marvelled at the composure of tins 
reply, for his appearance suflieiently vouched the truth of In*, 
prophecy, and rode home to my uncle’s (then my abodes, mu* 
mg what there could he in the spirit of authorship that could 
inspire its votaries with the courage of luuvf.WH, Hr died 
within less than the period he assigned with which event 
I close my digression. 

I was in my fourth year when my father was advised that 
the Bath waters might he of some advantage to mv hum ite H * 
My affectionate aunt, although such a journey promised !<< a 
person of her retired habits anything but pleasure or uuinnr 
mont, undertook as readily to accompany me {«» the well* ,.f 
Bladud, as if she had expected all the delight that ever the 
prospect of a watering-place held out to its most impatient 
visitants. My health wits by this time a good deal continued 
by the country air, and the influence of that imjwepi stile and 
unfatiguing exorcise to which the good sense of my grandfather 
had subjected m<p; for when the day was line, 1 was mmulh 
carried out and laid down beside the old shepherd, among the 
crags or rocks round which he fed his slmcp. The impatience 
of a child soon inclined me to struggle with my infirmity, and 
I began by degrees to stand, to walk, and to ran. Although 
the limb affected was much shrunk and coutruetiHl, my genera} 
health, which was of more iiiqtortanco, wait much Wmigth- 
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med by being frequently in the open air; and, in a word, 1 
who in a city had probably been condemned to hopeless and 
lelpless decrepitude, was now a healthy, high-spirited, and, my 
.ameness apart, a sturdy child — non sine diis animosus infans. 

We went to London by sea, and it may gratify the curiosity 
)f minute biographers to learn that our voyage was performed 
n the Duchess of Buccleuch, Captain Beatson, master. At 
London we made a short stay, and saw some of the common 
shows exhibited to strangers. When, twenty-five years after¬ 
wards, I visited the Tower of London and Westminster Abbey, 
[ was astonished to find how accurate my recollections of these 
lelebrated places of. visitation proved to be, and I have ever 
since trusted more implicitly to my juvenile reminiscences. 
A_t Bath, where I lived about a year, I went through all the 
usual discipline of the pump-room and baths, but I believe 
without the least advantage to my lameness. During my res¬ 
idence at Bath, I acquired the rudiments of reading at a day- 
school, kept ,by an old dame near our lodgings, and I had 
never a more regular teacher, although I think I did not at¬ 
tend her a quarter of a year. An occasional lesson from my 
aunt supplied the rest. Afterwards, when grown a big boy, 
[ had a few lessons from Mr. Stalker of Edinburgh, and 
finally from the Rev. Mr. Cleeve. But I never acquired a 
just pronunciation, nor could I read with much propriety. 

In other respects my residence' at Bath is marked by very 
pleasing recollections. The venerable John Home, author of 
Douglas, was then at the watering-place, and paid much atten¬ 
tion to my aunt and to me. His wife, who has survived him, 
was then an invalid, and used to take the air in her carriage 
on the Downs, when I was often invited to accompany her. 
But the most delightful recollections of Bath are dated after 
the arrival of my uncle, Captain Robert Scott, who introduced 
me to all the little amusements which suited my age, and above 
11, to the theatre. The play was As You Like It; and the 

itchery of the whole scene is alive in my mind at this mo¬ 
ment. I made, I believe, noise more than enough, and remem¬ 
ber being so much scandalised at the quarrel between Orlando 
and his brother in the first scene, that I screamed out, “ A’n’t 
they brothers ? ” 1 A few weeks’ residence at home convinced 
me, who .had till then been an only child in the house of my 
grandfather, that a quarrel between brothers was a very nat¬ 
ural event. 

1 [See Scott’s Review of the Life of J ohn Kemble, Miscell. Prose, vol. 
xx. p. 164. — Ed.] 


are but trifling, yet I never recall them without a feeling of 
pleasure. The beauties of the parade (which of them I know 
not), with the river of Avon winding urmiud it. and flu* lowing 
of the cattle from the opposite hills, are warm in my roenllee 
tion, and are only rivalled by the splendours of a toy shop 
somewhere near the Orange drove. I had acquired, 1 know 
not by what means, a kind of superstitious terror for statuary 
of all kinds. -.No ancient Ieonoelast or modern (’nlvmist roidd 
have looked on the outside of the Abbey elumdi (if 1 mistake 
not, the principal church at Hath is so railed) with mure horror 
than the imago of Jacob’s Ladder, with ail its angels, presented 
to my infant eye. My untile effectually combated my terrors, 
and formally introduced me to a statue of Neptune, which per 
haps still keeps guard at the side of the Avon, where a pleas¬ 
ure boat crosses to Hpring Hardens. 

After being a year at Hath, I returned first to Kdiulutrgh, ami 
afterwards for a season to Handy-Knowe; --and thus the time 
whiled away till about my eighth year, when it was thought 
sea-bathing might he of service to my lameness. 

Por this purpose, still under my aunt’s protection, I remained 
some weeks at Preston pans; a circumstance not worth mention¬ 
ing, excepting to record my juvenile intimacy with an old milt 
tary veteran, Pulgotty by name, who hiul pitched hm tent in 
that little village, after all his campaigns, subsisting uj«m an on 
sign’s half-pay, though called by courtesy a (‘aptain. As this old 
gentleman, who had been in all the Herman wars, found verv 
few to listen to his tales of military feats, he formed a sort of 
alliance with me, and f used invariably to attend him for the 
pleasure of hearing those communications. Burnett furs <mr con. 
versation turned cm the American war, which was then raging, 
It was about the time of Burgoyno’a unfortunate expedition, to 
which my Captain and I augured different mne Ins joint. Some 
body had showed mo a map of North America, mid, struck with 
the rugged appearance of the country, and the quantity of lakes, 

I expressed some doubts on the subject of the (hmeml’s arrtv- 
ing safely at the end of his journey, which wore very indignantly 
refuted by the Captain. The nows of the Baratoga di«»i.er t 
while it gave me a little triumph, rather shook my ittLiiiuu'V 
with the veteran. 1 * 


Besides tills voteran, I found another ally at I- s t on oj* tei. in ilm 
person of George Constable, an old friend of my father’*, wSatol to 

Z i property, ami 

ing noar Dundee, He had many of those peculliuitlM of ititapmr which 
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Erom Prestonpans I was transported back to my father’s house 
in George’s Square, 1 which continued to be my most established 
place of residence, until my marriage in 1797. I felt the change 

long afterwards I tried to develope in the character of Jonathan Oldbuck. 
It is very odd, that though I am unconscious of anything in which I 
strictly copied the manners of my old friend, the resemblance was never¬ 
theless detected by George Chalmers, Esq., solicitor, London, an old 
friend, both of my father and Mr. Constable, and who affirmed to my 
late friend, Lord Kinedder, that I must needs be the author of The Anti¬ 
quary, since he recognised the portrait of George Constable. But my 
friend George was not so decided an enemy to womankind as his repre¬ 
sentative Monkbams. On the contrary, I rather suspect that he had 
a tendresse for my aunt Jenny, who even then was a most beautiful 
woman, though somewhat advanced in life. To the close of her life, she 
had the finest eyes and teeth I ever saw, and though sbe could be suffi¬ 
ciently sharp when she had a mind, her general behaviour was genteel 
and ladylike. However this might be, I derived a great deal of curious 
information from George Constable, both at this early period, and 
afterwards. He was constantly philandering about my aunt, and of 
course very kind to me. He was the first person who told me about 
Falstaff and Hotspur, and other characters in Shakspeare. What idea 
I annexed to them I know not, but I must have annexed some, for I 
remember quite well being interested on the subject. Indeed, I rather 
suspect that children derive impulses of a powerful and important kind 
in hearing things which they cannot entirely comprehend; and there¬ 
fore, that to write down to children’s understanding is a mistake: set 
them on the scent, and let them puzzle it out. To return to George 
Constable : I knew him well at a much later period. I-Ie used always to 
dine at my father’s house of a Sunday, and was authorised to turn the 
conversation out of the austere and Calvinistic tone, which it usually 
maintained on that day, upon subjects of history or auld langsyne. He 
remembered the forty-five, and told many excellent stories, all with a 
strong dash of a peculiar caustic humour. 

George’s sworn ally as a brother antiquary was John Davidson, then 
eeper of the Signet; and I remember his flattering and compelling me 
o go to dine there. A writer’s apprentice with the Keeper of the Signet, 
whose least officer kept us in order 1 — It was an awful event. Thither, 
however, I went with some secret expectation of a scantling of good claret. 
Mr. D. had a son whose taste inclined him to the army, to which his father, 
who had designed him for the bar, gave a most unwilling consent. He was 
at this time a young officer, and lie and I, leaving the two seniors to pro¬ 
ceed in their chat as they pleased, never once opened our mouths either to 
them or each other. The Pragmatic Sanction happened unfortunately to 
become the theme of their conversation, when Constable said in jest, ‘ ‘ Now, 
John, I’ll wad you a plack that neither of these two lads ever heard of the 
Pragmatic Sanction.” — “Not heard of the Pragmatic Sanction 1 ” said 
John Davidson; “ I would like to see that; ” and with a voice of thunder, 
he asked his son the fatal question. As young D. modestly allowed he 
knew nothing about it, his father drove him from the table in a rage, and 
I absconded during the confusion; nor could Constable ever bring me 
back again to his friend Davidson’s. —1820. 

i [No. 25.] . 
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from being a single indulg'd brat, to becoming a mouther of a 
largo family, very severely ; for under the gentle .government 
of my kind grandmother, wins was meekness ilselt, ;iud <>t my 
aunt,who, though of an higher tern per, was exceeding!' attaehed 
to me, I had acquired a degree id’ lieeuee whudt could not he 
permitted in a largo family. 1 had sense enough, however, to 
bond my temper to my new oireumstanees; hul Midi was the 
agony which 1 internally experienced, that I lm\e gnanled 
against nothing mort'. in the ('duration of my own i.imtlv, titan 
against thoir acquiring habits of self-willed rapt ire and thmtutu 
tion. I found mtieh consolation during this period of ntorfiSi 
cation, in the. partiality of my mother. She joined to a light 
and happy temper of mind a strong turn to stink poetry mid 
works of imagination. She was .sincerely devout, hut her relig¬ 
ion was, as became her sex, of a east less austere than my fat Iter’s. 
Still, tho discipline of the Presbyterian Sabkith was severely 
strict, and 1 think injudiciously so. Although 1 tun van’s Pil¬ 
grim, Gesner’s Death of Abel, Howe’s Letters, ami one or two 
other books, which, for that reason, l still have a favour for, 
wore admitted to relievo the gloom of one dull sermon sneered- 
ing to another — there was far too much tedium annexed to the 
duties of the day; and in the end it did none of us any goml. 

My week-day tasks were more agreeable. My lameness and 
my solitary habits had made me a tolerable rentier, and n»y 
hours of leisure wore usually spent in reading aloud to ms 
mother Pope’s translation of Homer, which, excepting n few 
traditionary ballads, and the songs in Allan Ramsay hi Ever* 
green, was tho first poetry which l {mrused. My mother had 
good natural tasks and great feeling: she used to mule me 
pause upon those passages which expressed generous ami worthy 
sentiments, and if she could not divert mo from those which 
were descriptive of battle and tumult, she contrived at least to 
divide my attention between them, My own enthusiasm, how¬ 
ever, was chiefly awakened by the wonderful and the terrible 
—the common taste of children, but in which I have rouunued 
a child even unto this day. I got by heart, nut as it, tusk, but 
almost without intending it, the passages with which l wan most 
pleased, and used to recite them aloud, kith when nhm« and to 
others —more willingly, however, in my hours of solitude, for 
I had observed some auditors smile, and I dreaded ridicule ni 
that time of life more than I have ever done since. 

In [1778] I was sent to the second chum of tho Grammar 
School, or High School of Edinburgh, thin taught by Mr. Luko 
Fraser, a good Latin scholar and a very worthy mm* Though 
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eceived, with my brothers, in private, lessons of Latin 
It. James French, now a minister of the Kirk of Scot- 
was nevertheless rather behind the class in which I was 
both in years and in progress. This was a real disad- 
3, and one to which a boy of lively temper and talents 
o be as little exposed as one who might be less expected to 
p his lee-way, as it is called. The situation lias the un¬ 
de effect of reconciling a boy of the former character 
in a posthumous work I may claim for my own) to liold- 
ubordinate station among his class-fellows — to which 
Id otherwise affix disgrace. There is also, from the 
ition of the High School, a certain danger not sufficiently 
id to. The boys take precedence in their places, as they 
ed, according to their merit, and it requires a long while, 
ral, before even a clever boy, if he falls behind the class, 
it into one for which he is not quite ready, can force his 
the situation which his abilities really entitle him to 
But, in the meanwhile, lie is necessarily led to be the 
ie and companion of those inferior spirits with whom he 
3d; for the system of precedence, though it does not 
Le general intercourse among the boys, lias nevertheless 
ct of throwing them into clubs and coteries, according 
dcinity of the seats they hold. A boy of good talents, 
re, placed even for a time among his inferiors, especially 
be also his elders, learns to participate in their pursuits 
ects of ambition, which are usually very distinct from 
nisition of learning; and it will be'well 'if he does not 
date them in that indifference which is contented with 
S' over a lesson so as to avoid punishment, without affect- 
eriority or aiming at reward. It was probably owing 
hrcumstance, that, although at a more advanced period 
I have enjoyed considerable facility in acquiring lan- 
I did not make any great figure at the High School — 
east, any exertions which I made were desultory and 
be depended on. 1 

lass contained some very excellent scholars. The first 
£ James Buchan, who retained his honoured place, 
vithout a day’s interval, all the while we were at the 
ihool. He was afterwards at the head of the medical 
Egypt, and in exposing himself to the plague infection, 
ding the hospitals there, displayed the same well- 

story of Green-breeks, and other passages in the General Preface 
iverley Novels, afford some curious glimpses of High School life 
days. — Ed.] 
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regulated and gentle, yet determined perseverance, which 
placed him most worthily at the head of his school-fellows, 
while many lads of livelier parts and dispositions held an 
inferior station. The next best scholars (sed lonyo intervallo) 
were my friend David Douglas, the heir and dldoe of the cele¬ 
brated Adam Smith, and James Hope, now a Writer to the 
Signet, both since well known and distinguished in their 
departments of the law. As for myself, I glanced like a 
meteor from one end of the class to the other, and commonly 
disgusted my kind master as much by negligence and frivolity, 
as I occasionally pleased him by flashes of intellect and talent. 
Among my companions, my good-nature and a flow of ready 
imagination rendered me very popular. Boys are uncommonly 
just in their feelings, and at least equally generous. My lame¬ 
ness, and the efforts which I made to supply that disadvantage, 
by making up in address what I wanted in activity, engaged 
the latter principle in my favour; and in the winter play hours, 
when hard exercise was impossible, my tales used to assemble 
an admiring audience round Lucky Brown’s fireside, and 
happy was he that could sit next to the inexhaustible narrator. 
I was also, though often negligent of my own task, always 
ready to assist my friends; and hence I had a little party of 
staunch partisans and adherents, stout of hand and heart, 
though somewhat dull of head — the very tools for raising a 
hero to eminence. So, on the whole, I made a brighter figure 
in the yards than in the class. 1 

My father did not trust our education solely to our High 
School lessons. We had a tutor at home [Mr. James Mitchell], 
a young man of an excellent disposition, and a laborious 
student. He was bred to the Kirk, but unfortunately took 
such a very strong turn to fanaticism, that he afterwards 
resigned an excellent living in a seaport town, merely because 
he could not persuade the mariners of the guilt of setting sail 
of a Sabbath, —in which, by the by, he was less likely to bo 
successful, as, ccsteris paribus, sailors, from an opinion that it 
is a fortunate omen, always choose to weigh anchor on that 

1 1 read not long since, in that authentic record called the Percy Anec¬ 
dotes, that I had been educated at Musselburgh school, where I had been 
distinguished as an absolute dunce; only Dr. Blair, seeing farther into 
the mill-stone, had pronounced there was fire in it. I never was at Mus¬ 
selburgh school in my life, and though I have met Dr. Blair at my father’s 
and elsewhere, I never had the good fortune to attract his notice, to my 
knowledge. Lastly, I was never a dunce, nor thought to bo so, but an 
incorrigibly idle imp, who was always longing to do something else than 
what was enjoined him. — 1826. 
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ay. The calibre of this young man’s understanding may be 
idged of by this anecdote; but in other respects, he was a 
dthful and active instructor; and from him chiefly I learned 
riting and arithmetic. I repeated to him my French lessons, 
id studied with him my themes in the classics, but not 
assically. I also acquired, by disputing with him (for this 
3 readily permitted), some knowledge of school-divinity and 
turch-history, and a great acquaintance in particular with the 
d books describing the early history of the Church of Scot- 
nd, the wars and sufferings of the Covenanters, and so forth, 
with a head on fire for chivalry, was a Cavalier; my friend 
as a Roundhead: I was a Tory, and he was a Whig. I hated 
resbyterians, and admired Montrose with his victorious Higli- 
ders; he liked the Presbyterian Ulysses, the dark and pol- 
.c Argyle: so that we never wanted subjects of dispute; 
it our disputes were always amicable. In all these tenets 
ere was no real conviction on my part, arising out of acquaint- 
ice with the views or principles of either party; nor had my 
tagonist address enough to turn the debate on such topics, 
took up my politics at that period, as King Charles II. did 
s religion, from an idea that the Cavalier creed was the more 
ntlemanlike persuasion of the two. 

After having been three years under Mr. Fraser, our class 
is, in the usual routine of the school, turned over to Dr. 
lam, the Rector. It was from this respectable man that I 
st learned the value of the knowledge I had hitherto con- 
lered only as a burdensome task. It was the fashion to 
main two years at his class, where we read Caesar, and Rivy, 
d Sallust, in prose; Virgil, Horace, and Terence, in verse, 
rad by this time mastered, in some degree, the difficulties of 
e language, and began to be sensible of its beauties. This 
is really gathering grapes from thistles; nor shall I soon 
:get the swelling of my little pride when the Rector pro- 
meed, that though many of my school-fellows understood 
3 Latin better, Gualterus Scott was behind few in following 
d enjoying the author’s meaning. Thus encouraged, I 
itinguished myself by some attempts at poetical versions 
m Horace and Virgil. 1 Dr. Adam used to invite his scholars 

1 [One of these little pieces, written in a weak boyish scrawl, within 
cilled marks still visible, had been carefully preserved by his mother; 
ras folded up in a cover inscribed by the old lady — “ My Walter's first 
35, 1782.” 

“ In awful ruins 2Etna thunders nigh, 

. And sonds In pitchy whirlwinds to the sky 
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to such essays, hut never made Ilu*m bed* >. 1 ,r otn-il -.ume 

distinction upon t Iicm* occasiim . am I do* I»* 1 * * 1 *" a* intuir 
took turn'll notice of im'; and In-'. pidu i<*'i > mi \ t o: i* >•! ryu-mie 
and praise wont far to oouiiturkdaiirr my habit*. >«t :ud..h-m-e 
aiul iuattontion. I kuw l wits expected in d#* .md 1 u.h 

piqued in honour to viudioaio my mailer s i.n“oi.tblr 1 'piinuu, 
I climbed, therefore, to tho Hi.-'! Inna; and, thine,h i m ut 
made a (irst-rute Latinist, my selund I * -1! t * w , and wh.st w.i < ul 
luoro consequence, 1 my sell, euusidesvd t hat 1 h id a < h.u.o h*r 
for learning to maiul aim Id’, Athtiu, tu u hi on l <>««d .n unidi, 
never failed to remind mo of my ohligai i«»im u h< o 1 t ad made 
some figure in the literary world, lie sus indeed, d. *• |«1 y 
indmod with that fort unate vanity w luelt ahum eootd m-fm i* a 
man who has arms to pare and burn a tutor, f«» ■‘mbimi in tbe 
yet more toilsome tusk of enltivatin? youth \n i .iiludm.H 
oonlido in tint impuletl rightcousneH.s td then saint-.. did tin* 
good old Doctor plume himself upon the smvr;,-, td Ins at hidats 
iu life, all of which 1m never failed (ami often jimtly i to « bum 
as the creation, or at least, the fruits, of !jh early ni.drm toms, 
Ho renumibcrcd tlm fate of every boy at Ins school durum Die 
fifty years he had superintended it. ami always timed limit* 
success or misfortunes entirely to their attention or imiduntme 
when under his care. 11 is "noisy mansion,” whmii to others 
would have been a melancholy bedlam, was tlm joule «<! bis 
heart; and the only fatigues lie Ml, amidd dm and tumult, 
and the necessity of reading themes, hearing h> and 

maintaining some degree of order at tin* same tune, were 
relieved by comparing himself to <‘lesur, win# could dn tale to 
three secretaries at onee;—so ready is vanity to lighten the 
labours of duty. 

It is a pity that a man so learned, no admit abh adapted 
for his station, so useful, so simple, ho easily contented, *>h«mhl 
have had other subjects of mortification. Hut the nmgs*trntmi 
of Edinburgh, not knowing the treasure they pi»*»rs.*mil in Hr. 
Adam, encouraged a savage fellow, railed Nirol, one uf the 
undermaaters, in insulting his person and authority. This 
man was an excellent classical scholar, ami im admirable rtui> 

ntnak pltnul« (if smoko, wltlrh, still m »ihr* aij»lfr>. 

Kratt lltflr dark shirs lh*<ro lnsr»t» it,i> *ti>.»sssj« nrv • 

At other tlm oft husf«» halls uf tin* art? loot'd, 

That lick the stars, and In Um »tn<dt<> are M : 

Bomotlmos tho tuntinl. with vast lorn. 

Emits hup rooks, whlrh Insiantlv are borne 

WlLli loud o«|do*hiti* to I ho Marry 

The stones made liquid as the hitin mass rtW*. 

Then buck ngaltt with frrwilrr waight rmdt#. 

While AStait tlmndnrlnir fmm th» bcHtota |Ks* | 
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vivilli huim'in !‘>t t « Sim U l.illrr «4’;.t!*< t nrruiislm-ntlr 1 hi ju ", ? 4 <r 
IrifiMl.Nluj. *<t Hum . •, hut •ir.inK'?s, urn a >>;>, 1 

f |‘lit* I it I I ill* hi >\ .'t UMttcl it I V 1 1 1.1.5 ,II* * »1 1 If 4 tt. f < 0 < ■; A,' ij: ' * s* 
till' I i«’ S * 1 1 1 i* tt If lull .»!» il»« it t'f ’}» •■'!< i>'l hr » * t ; 

lilnirki’tl him il«tttii ns it-*’ si.uii I '■>' i A.-ii a 1 i-, it 

IfNH n\;ti Mhl.tlll'-ti Hi f ls«- It*.*. I! * * -'.if . 1 I' • ’ ' i ■•* r " * 

wllll'il t * < S' fills*' * t< | «>'■ '8 \ < I A 3 , i I* 5 ' • 1 ' ■> - :i ’ • *-* 

CitllH'. Will'll till' I !*'<!« h Ii«- 1 I- n }■-*'’ ■ '> 

mu hi il» in i»j'}*i.'i :i..: >-r 1 *-?»»■.* ss.4, 5 m I * 1 ■ • ■ » 

ttmtiih ft «i is* "< I fin' !>•) *a» 1 I 4?*> s’- * ‘ » * a» 

IllM hIimn nt r \i*st 1 ir; ii«-»« j i ,iii« n‘ ■ >!«•»*• *; < * 1 l aa • * % 

[ll , i'|l*!»l'l‘ III til*' fs’SiH* • »MSl« rl «•! | -1131! - SIffJi, 'A SuU’lt J * '**l4s' 1 : !>r-s,s 
tlii'V M'.tt» i* 1*1«114ii - i I ••'Inj'.u ; «»>u si.i’tli flu* Itvr of.■.<%*,»■ ■* « f I,'--la'.-s' 
Mill hum M Is 11 1 1 Si*' hi >f t tm v4 iiia '*- j |-Si's.i ••s i 

ri'jittliltrt*. Ill# tt.iid »4 i stii!ii<n sii oii Sh« 

tujlH’fi Ilf t In* tins Ill'll liSII! I Is*’ rr *s|:rr| *4 lljD }*»t ■*, »4 »Is > if®. 

Wt’l'l* JtlM'tlhUillM’il t«« li*'isr %«■?% 4’,If* mill *»|4i3»5««;»3 «»»» llsn’Sr hivaS 
tlT.1 ill til*’ Ih*h»»III i»l I hi'll i msi'lM n ».» 

Itlilf' ilfll'f tuv Itllll' *. A tt A % » 3 ! It nWsrf lira!': >4 s .Kc ^ -r 

lUlii I III* | )i« |i*r siJUa**! I® *1 ^ 1.4 -3 !;4 a : i«,.r 4 a srtij « ah p, 

wl»t*lt lu* WitJ» JillUfk « 3 lli SiSS .'.ASS 11 * 

HUrvi\!*»l It tv\\ lliSfi *», hilt 1 »r-j «■! I; s f 11 | 4«4si h* 534 hss 4s»i~.-.s 


tilUS, I'ltiirmnl In- s% .i.l Of ill !5» •)« ,«>4 A^Af f r Sfj", ;>»« 

nf /t{*(*L&n»f* «»r ri’lionii*. Is*’ ft.sisi, '■ flnt if a '-liiwife * o 

IHitV i!i-4uun«,“ niisil is».-sliin!h rt|«nr4 

l* milt J)f, Ail.isu’n « Isl.iti I a Is* *u!il, M < It 4 n * 1 1 * j ■■! i 

tiiu*, ha\t' uuiH*’*li' 4 i’S'lv Si t ' 1 u * l' i *. I] ,'i 

I WlUi Hilt yi’t fu hv <1 *irami! • 1 !< » ■ !, j j > \ 
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Wilis I'iUiily |M'rauA*lril Is* «llu%% Si Sts • * r 1 , f ^ li 4 ]f % <• r *• ,1 | i4 - 

Wttll my klti«t Mian Jaisr .4 4 ( I if,. •» n,, , , 1 s | 
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t»y tny tiin’ll- j?f{tn4!»!«it»ipf m a’ #>* >4 <4 * 1 , , 4 

Mill)' (HillitfUlltUtl, «*ls| ||s rs*f •* H if4 

Mi*»» iSarliaiitHt'siis, u«>w Alts .llml, %|, 11*1**- 1. « t,,-., i*, iti 

tirfly t<( lltf im ii 4 l. 3 §*s»ii! r*srs*|sliM 4 ; f..s At * M | i *4 ^ >| ,, *! 

dliy, wln?n f »*•%!« I'lnl til allrlpl ihi hs-fl, 1 , vs In , ) J -4 

villftgti, i U*4irh«’i 4 ni IllM turn? m %i %\i | t t ; 
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excellent classical scholar, a humourist, and a worthy man. 
He had a supreme antipathy to the puns which his very uncom¬ 
mon name frequently gave rise to; insomuch, that he made liis 
son spell the word Wale, which only occasioned the young man 
being nicknamed the Prince of Wales by the military mess to 
which ho belonged. As for Whale, senior, the least allusion to 
Jonah, or tlie terming him an odd fish, or any similar quibble, 
was sure to put him beside himself. In point of knowledge 
and taste, he was far too good for the situation he held, which 
only required that he should give his scholars a rough fountlo- 
tion in the Latin language. My time with him, though short, 
was spent greatly to my advantage and his gratification. Ho 
was glad to escape to Persius and Tacitus from the eternal 
Rudiments and Cornelius Nepos; and as perusing these authors 
with ono who began to understand them was to him a labour 
of love, I made considerable progress under his instructions. 1 
suspect, indeed, that some of the time dedicated to mo was 
withdrawn from the instruction of his more regular scholars; 
but I was aa grateful as I could. I acted as usher, and heard 
the inferior classes, and I spouted the speech of Galgacus at 
the public examination, which did not make the less impres¬ 
sion on the audience that few of them probably understood ono 
word of it. 

In the meanwhile my acquaintance with English literature 
was gradually extending itself. In the intervals of my school 
hours I had always perused with avidity such books of history 
or poetry or voyages and travels as chance presented to me —- 
not forgetting the usual, or rather ten times the usual, quantity 
of fairy tales, eastern stories, romances, &c. These studies 
were totally unregulated and undirected. My tutor thought it 
almost a sin to open a profane play or poem ; and my mother, 
besides that she might be in some degree trammelled by the 
religious scruples which he suggested, had no longer the op¬ 
portunity to hear me read poetry as formerly. I found, how¬ 
ever, in her dressing-room (where I slept at ono time) some 
odd volumes of Shakspeare, nor can I easily forget the rapt¬ 
ure with which I sate up in my shirt reading them by the light 
of a fire in her apartment, until the bustle of the family rising 
from supper warned me it was time to creep back to my bed, 
where I was supposed to have been safely deposited since nine 
o'clock. Chance, however, threw in my way a poetical precep¬ 
tor. This was no other than the excellent and benevolent Dr. 
Blackloek, well known at that time as a literary character. I 
know not liow I attracted his attention, and that of some of 
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foung men who boarded in his family; but so it was that 
jame a frequent and favoured guest. The kind old man 
ed to me the stores of his library, and through liis recom- 
lation I became intimate with Ossian and Spenser. I was 
;hted with both, yet I think chiefly with the latter poet, 
tawdry repetitions of the Ossianic phraseology disgusted 
ather sooner than might have been expected from my age. 
Spenser I could have read for ever. Too young to trouble 
ilf about the allegory, I considered all the knights and 
s and dragons and giants in their outward and exoteric 
i, and God only knows how delighted I was to find myself 
ch society. As I had always a wonderful facility in retain- 
n my memory whatever verses pleased me, the quantity of 
.ser’s stanzas which I could repeat was really marvellous. 
:his memory of mine was a very fickle ally, and. has through 
/hole life acted merely upon its own capricious motion, and 
it have enabled me to adopt old Beattie of Meikledale’s 
r er, when complimented by a certain reverend divine on 
strength of the same faculty:— “No, sir,” answered the 
lorderer, “ I have no command of my memory. It only 
ns what hits my fancy, and probably, sir, if you were to 
sk to me for two hours, I would not be able when you 
red to remember a word you had been saying.” My mem- 
/as precisely of the same land: it seldom failed to preserve 
tenaciously a favourite passage of poetry, a play-house 
, or, above all, a Border-raid ballad; but names, dates, 
she other technicalities of history, escaped me in a most 
ncholy degree. The philosophy of history, a much more 
rtant subject, was also a sealed book at this period of my 
but I gradually assembled much of what was striking 
picturesque in historical narrative; and when, in riper 
i, I attended more to the deduction of general principles, 
i furnished with a powerful host of examples in illustra- 
}f them. I was, in short, like an ignorant gamester, who 
up a good hand until he knew how to play it. 
ft the High School, therefore, with a great quantity of 
:al information, ill arranged, indeed, and collected with- 
ystem, yet deeply impressed upon my mind; readily as- 
by my power of connexion and memory, and gilded, if 
y be permitted to say so, by a vivid and active imagina- 
If my studies were not under any direction at Edinburgh, 
3 country, it may be well imagined, they were less so. A 
ctable subscription library, a circulating library of ancient 
•ing, and some private book-shelves, were open to my 
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random persual, and I waded into the .stream like a blind man 
into a ford, without the power of searching my way, unites by 
groping for it. My appetite, for books was as ample and uulim 
criminating as if was indefatigable, amt I siuee have had lot. 
frequently reason to repent that, few ever read so numb, ami f<> 


so little purpose. 

Among the valuable aequisitiuns I made about this time, was 
an acquaintance with Tasso’s Jerusalem Pclivctvd, fin«>ugh 
the flat medium of Mr. I(ooie’s translation. But above ail, I 


then first; became acquainted with Bishop Percy's Utdiqm-. of 
Ancient Poetry. As 1 had been from infancy dc\ oted to logon 
dary loro of this nature, and only relnetautly withdrew mv 
attention, from the scarcity of materials and the rudeness of 
those which I possessed, if may be imagined, but rained bo 
described, with what delight l saw pieces of the same kind 
which had amused my childhood, and still continued in swrrt 
tho Dolilalis of my imagination, considered as the Htthjrrt of 
sober research, grave commentary, and apt illustration, by uu 
editor who showed his poetical genius was capable of emulating 
tho best qualities of what his pious labour pie.servetl, 1 tv 
member well tho spot where I read these volumes for the It rat 
timo. It was beneath a huge platanusdree, in the ruins of 


what had boon intended for an old-fashioned arbour m the 


garden T have mentioned. The summer-day sj»ed onward so 
fast, that notwithstanding the sharp apatite of thirteen, 1 
forgot tho hour of dinner, was sought for with unxidy. and 
was still found entranced in my intelleetiml banquet. To read 
and to remember was in this instance the same thing, and 
henceforth I overwhelmed my sehnobfellows, and all who 
would hearken to me, with tragical recitations from the ballads 
of Bishop Percy. The iirst time, too, 1 could seni|«* u few 
shillings together, which were not common occtirrenreM with 
mo, I bought unto myself a eopy of these Iwhoed volume?! ; 
nor do I believe T over read a book half so frequently, or wit it 
half tho enthusiasm. About this period also l |«*rat»e »»«- 
quainted with the works of Richardson, ami tlame ut Mm* 
kenzio — (whom in later years I lieeame entitled to call mv 
friend) — with Fielding, Bmollet, and some others of our Iwst 
novelists. 


To this period also I can trace distinctly the awaking of that 
delightful feeling for the lieauties of natural objects which has 
never since deserted me. The neighbourhmtd of Kd«o, the 
most beautiful, if not the most romantic village in Scotland, 
is eminently calculated to awaken these ideas. It present* 
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and folly wii.li pain, instead oi‘ eonlempt. 11•• eume to rail mi 
me in (feorge’s Sipiure, and pointed out in tin* stroitgeg terms 
the silliness of Uu*. enutlue.t I had adopted, told me 1 «;n din 
tinguished by the mum* of llic f/t/<W,7n <n/, and exhorted 
me to redeem my reputation while it. was railed to day. My 
stubborn pride received ibis advice with .sulky etvihty; the 
birth of my Mentor (whose, name was Archibald, the sou of an 
inn-keeper) did not, as 1 thought in my folly, unthori-.*• him to 
intrude upon me his ad vita*. The other was not .sharp -.ighted, 
or his consciousness of a generous intention overcame his re 
sentnumt. .Ho offered me his daily and nightly a iMnuee, 
and pledged himself to bring me forward with the fosemo.f of 
my class. .1 felt some twinges of conscience, but they Here 
unable to provail over my pride and self eoneejS. Tin* poor 
lad left; me more in sorrow than in auger, nor did uc ever meet, 
again. All hopes of my progress in t lie Ureek were nmv over; 
iusomiudi tlud when we. W(*ro required to write ee.ny s on the 
authors we laid studied, I hud the audacity to produce u com 
position in which 1 weighed Homer against Ariosto, and pro 
nounoed him wanting in the balance. I supported the. heresy 
by a profusion of bad reading and flimsy argument. The w r.dlt 
of the Professor was extreme, while at. the same tune he could 
not suppress his surprise, at the quantity of out ot the u.tv 
knowledge which I displayed. He pronounced upon me the 
severe sontene.e — that diinec I was, mid dunce was to lemaut 
— which, however, my excellent, and learned friend lived to 
revoke over a bottle of Burgundy, at our literary Hub ut poti 
une’s, of which lie was a distinguished member/ 

Meanwhile, as if to eradicate my slightest tincture of Utvek, 
I fell ill during the. miihlln of Mr. Hal/elPs second Haas, and 
migrated a second time to Kelso where l again continued a 
long time reading wind, and how 1 pleased, and of course r* ad 
ing nothing, hut what afforded me immediate entertainment 
The only thing which saved my mittd from utter dissipation, 
was that turn for historical pursuit, which never abandoned 
mo oven at the idlest period. I had forsworn the Katin claries 
for no reason 1 know of, unless because they were akin to the 
(creek ; but the occasional perusal of Buchanan ‘s history, that 
of Mathew of Paris, and other monkish chronicles, kept up n 
kind of familiarity with the language even in its rudest 
But T. forgot the. very letters of the Ureek aiphuimt; a hmn 
never to be repaired, conHidering what that language is, ami 
who they were who employed it in their eomjimittom*. 

About this period or soon afterwards tuy father judged 



it proper I should study mathematics ; a study upon which I 
entered with all the ardour of novelty. My tutor was an aged 
person, Dr. MacEait, who had in his time been distinguished 
as a teacher of this science. Age, however, and some domestic 
inconveniences, had diminished his pupils, and lessened his 
authority amongst the few who remained. I think, that had I 
been more fortunately placed for instruction, or had I had the 
spur of emulation, I might have made some progress in this 
science, of which, under the circumstances I have mentioned, 
I only acquired a very superficial smattering. 

In other studies I was rather more fortunate. I made some 
progress in Ethics under Professor John Bruce, and was selected 
as one of his students whose progress he approved, to read an 
essay before Principal Eobertson. I was farther instructed in 
Moral Philosophy at the class of Mr. Dugald Stewart, whose 
striking and impressive eloquence riveted the attention even of 
the most volatile student. To sum up my academical studies, 
I attended the class of History, then taught by the present 
Lord Woodhouselee, and, as far as I remember, no others, ex¬ 
cepting those of the Civil and Municipal Law. So that, if my 
learning be flimsy and inaccurate, the reader must have some 
compassion even for an idle workman who had so narrow a 
foundation to build upon. If, however, it should ever fall to 
the lot of youth to peruse these pages—let such a reader re¬ 
member, that it is with the deepest regret that I recollect in 
my manhood the opportunities of learning which I neglected 
in my youth; that through every part of my literary career I 
have felt pinched and hampered by my own ignorance; and 
that I would at this moment give half the reputation I have 
had the good fortune to acquire, if by doing so I could rest the 
remaining part upon a sound foundation of learning and science. 

I imagine my father’s reason for sending me to so few classes 
in the College, was a desire that I should apply myself particu¬ 
larly to my legal studies. He had not determined whether I 
should fill the situation of an Advocate or a Writer ; but judi¬ 
ciously considering the technical knowledge of the latter to be 
useful at least, if not essential, to a barrister, he resolved I 
should serve the ordinary apprenticeship of five years to his 
own profession. I accordingly entered into indentures with 
my father about 1785-6, and entered upon the dry and barren 
wilderness of forms and conveyances. 

I cannot reproach myself with being entirely an idle appren¬ 
tice— far less, as the reader might reasonably have expected, 

“ A clerk foredoom’d, my father's soul to cross.” 
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The drudgery, indeed, of the nllieo I disliked, and I In' cuitline- 
inenii I altogether ; hut. I loved my ial her, and I felI, 

the rational pride and pleasure uf rendering my sell useful to 
him. 1 was ambitious also; and among my companions in 
labour, tho only way to gratify ambition was to labour hard 
and well. Other (ureuinslanoo.s reconciled an* m some measure 
to tho confinement. The allowance for copy money furnished 
a little fund fur the inrmtx pint sirs of the eireul.itim: library 
and tho'rimat.ro; and this was no trilling inreuiue ti. labour, 
When actually at the oar, no man could jmll it harder than 1 ; 
and I remember writing upwards of llT folio pages with m. 
interval either for food or rest. Again, the hours of attend 
anee on the ollie.e were lightened by the putter <>i chon am; my 
own books, and retiding them in my own wav, w loch otten 
consisted in bt'ginning tit the middle or the end of a volume. 
A deceased friend, who was a follow-appreutiee with me, used 
often to express his surprise that, after such a hop step ami 
jump perusal, 1 knew as much of t he hook as he had been able 
to acquire from reading it in the usual manner. My desk usu¬ 
ally contained a store of most miscellaneous volumes, especially 
works of fiction of every kind, which were my supreme delight. 

I might except novels, unless those of the ’better ami higher 
class; for though I read many of them, yet it was with imne 
selection than might have been expected.* The whole dummy 
and Jenny Jesaamy tribe 1 abhorred; and it required the art 
of Burney, or the feeling id’ Maekeir/ie, to lix my attention 
upon a domestic tale, But all that was mheuiuromf and 
romantic 1 devoured without much discrimination, and 1 really 
believe I have read as much nonsense of this class us nu\ man 
now liviug. Everything which touched on knight errnuf ry w im 
particularly acceptable to me, and I soon attempted to imitate 
what I bo greatly admired. My efforts, however, were in the 
manner of tho talo-tellor, not of the bard, 

My greatest intimate, from the days of my school tide, w;m 
Mr. John Irving, now a Writer to the Signet/ Wo lived m-ar 

1 [In spoaking of the High School period, Mr, John Irving : *« |Se 
oogan early to collect old ballads, suit! as my mother cmld n-jH-ki n gmu 
many, ho used to como and learn those she could mile i«* him Its* 
used to got all tho copies of these ballad* In* could, uud mini th*> t« ai *' 
Xheso, no doubt, were among the germs of a «oUml..n *.f tmUmh in »i* 
little volumes, which, from tlm handwriting, had Wen Imgtm »i ilu* i*,iriy 
porlod, and which is still preserved at Abbotsford. And si anix-nr* time 
at loast os early a date must be ascribed to another mlSretion ,,f Hup- 
humorous stories In prose, tlm Penny Oh(tp4imiks t m they are mil* »|, »mi 
m high favour among the lower classes in Scotland, which »ia»nl* mi ih« 
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I sun imulverfenUy loti h> cunfimml date:, ubile 1 talk nf 
tins remote period, (or, as I have no unit*;;, it is hup>*.;sihh' tor 
mo to romombor with aeeunuw tin* pnign-m of Ntndteif they 
deserve t.lio name, so irregular and miseolhtueou:;. 

But about tlin second year of nty uppo-nt ire .hip, ui\ health, 
wliioli from rapid growth and ntlnT e.iuses, had been hit herb* 
rathor utioorfain and delicate, was ulteeted By Ihe break un' of 
a blood-vessel. TUo regimen 1 hail to undortpi on this oeeasinu 
was far from agreeable. It was spring, and tin* neat him raw 
and cold, yot I was confined to bed with a single blanket, and 
hied and blistered fill 1 seareety liad a pulse lelt. 1 had all 
the appetite of a growing hoy, lml. was prohibited any miste 
nance beyond what was absolutely necessary for the support of 

poetry, and would have given the world to know hint; hut t hud very 
little acquaintance. with any literary [leople, uud still h ut vuih the grimy 
of the west e.ouutry, • -the two seta that he most frequented, .\Jr, 
Thomas Grierson was at that time a clerk of my father 1 *. Ho knew 
Burns, and promised to ask him to his lodging* t>» dinner, hut hud no 
opportunity to keep his word, otherwise I siitKht have seen none of Hus 
distinguished man. As it wits, 2 saw him one din at the lute v« neruhle 
1’rofoHHor Furgusson’s, where there were several g« nth-meit of literary 
reputation, among whom I rememher the celebrated Mr ihtgald St*watt 
Of course wo ymnigsters sate silent, looked and listened The only thing 
I romombor which was remarkable in Burns' manner, wan the etfrei or*- 
ducod upon him liy a print of Unuhttry’s, representing a «Mdtet l> mg dead 
outho snow, Ids dog sitting in misery on the one side, «>u the'oiher ins 
widow, witli a child in Imr arms. These Hues were written Is m’ulh, 

' I'ulil on CiuiAiHttii hill**, nr \Uiti|i-ii , » 
l’orlmim Mint nitwit wiqit her »*Mkr akin ; 

Itent o'i'r licr linin', 1 st svo illnf»**hs4 |u , 

Thu liljf ilrotnt, mlttgllNir silt* tin* UilIK h« tlo*wr, 

Uitvn tho snn rrewutn of lti« ftiturr trur#, 

Tin* chllil of mlurry linjatm! In tear*, 1 

Burns soomod much affected by the print, or rather the idea* which It 
suggostod to his mind. lie actually shed tears. He u«krd whose the 
linos wort), and it chanced that nobody hut myself remembered that they 
ocour in a half-forgotten poem of Laughorue's, called by the unpr*.mining 
titlo of ‘The Justice of the Pence,’ 1 whisjH’red my information to n 
frirnul prcaont, who mentioned It u» Hums, who rewarded me with a look 
and a word, which, though of mere civility, 1 then received, ami still rre 
olloct, with vory groat pleasure. . . . His emivemnU* *H expressed jwrfrrt 
solf-ooufldonco, without tlie slightest presumption. Among the men who 
woiq tho most learned of their time ami country, in* i*xprea*ieil himwif 
with perfect firmness, but without the least intrusive forwardness, amt 
when lio differed in opinion, ho did not hesitate to express it (irmly, yet 
at tho samo timo with modesty. I do not remendier any part of his nm- 
voisation distinctly enough to ho quotml, ttor did t ever we him again, 
except in the street, whore ho did not rceugidwi me, *w | muld not wttwei 
he should.” — Letter to J. Cl h, 1B27.J * 
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and medicine; for since that time, fill the hum* I am limv writ ■ 
iug, I. have enjoyed a state of the most reim t he.ilr h, has im; 
only had to complain o!‘ occasional headm-io--. nr .■.imnaeluc 
affections when I have hetm long without hiking e\ci n u r 

have lived too convivially-.the latter has big heon neeu .tonally, 

though not hahitnally, the error td' utv t \ out it, as the former 
has been of: my advanced life. 

My frame gradually became hardened with ms eon-dilution, 
and being both tall and muscular, 1 was rather distigmvd than 
disabled by my lameness. This personal disadsant.cm did m<| 
prevent mo from taking mmdi exercise on hor ,eb;tek, and mak 
inglong journeys on foot, in the course id' which 1 nilc» walked 
from twenty to thirty miles a day. A distinct imd.iuce occurs 
to me. 1 remember walking with poor dames Uaum.u,, ua tel 
hnv-apprenlire, now no more, and two other friemK to break¬ 
fast; at IhestoupauH. \Yc s petti, the forenoon m \ i utmg the 
ruins at Hefou and the iielti of battle at lhe-don dun-d at 
Prestonpans on tiled hutldm'kH very sumptm>udv drank half 
a bottle of port eaeli, and returned in the evening. The. could 
not be less than thirty miles, nm* do l retm-mb-r being at all 
fatigued upon the occasion. 1 

These exeursious on fotd. or horsebuek formed by far my 
most favourite amusement. I ha\e ull my hie delighted in 


1 [If ho is quite accurate hi referring j /Ye/mv t>, tr.o-, ,•?, i/ 
his ilrst acquaiulanco with the Highlands to tab tifn-cuili * »m , m ,q 
dent belongs tn the first Henson of his appivuticeHup. Jh » uim i tool, 
among a rather numerous lint of Highland damn, ,\i< vu,4> r Mr«,ui i«i 
InvornahyUi, an enlhuHuiKtio Jacobite, who hud miruo >1 t>< %, u, m- 

euro and vigorous old age, his active exju-iJcnrcN tj,«. m-mio > tco . 

1715 and 1745. lie liad, it appears, at traded Wnlier’»:tft« i 4 i».n { ,„4 
ration at a very early date ; for he* speaks of inning "wen him m ** 
and hoard liim “ exult in flu* prospect of draw ing hN rhn m«rr .>u» 
before ho died,” when Paul Joins threatened the dt-m-nii mi I 4snl.4n.-h 
which occurred in September t77f>. Tho eager 4ehd»t voih %\hi> t, it,,’ 
young apprentice now listened to the tal««n of this tlm- .44 n,,., u j v 
days, produced an Invitation to ItI h residence ntin.tic the uti-tint.ute* nn4 
to this excursion ho probably devoted Urn few week a ..f an a»m,i»m4 
vacation-.whether in 178(5 or 17K7, it in of no great u, 

ascertain. It was, however, to his allotted tit»k .4 enter, tug ti,o , »«,•» 
tion of a legal instrument against some Maeiar. nN, refractory t.-minm ,<( 
Stewart of Appln, hrotiicr-lu-iaw to Inverualpde, that 8,-.fit •.*«•,( hi* 
Introduction to the scenery of the hotly of tho hake. << ,\h r*-.. n of 
a sergeant and six men,” ho mya, »• wait obtained from a Highland item. 
mout lying in Stirling, and the author, then a writer 1 * apprentice, rouiva 
lout to tho honourable situation of no uttonipy l n olrrk* wHSi 

the superintendence* of thoexpedition. Tin* sergeant ww nW4i,tdy «, 
Highland Sergeant Kite, full of stories of K„h u„ v hituiMdf and 

a very good companion," -Introduction to Hub Huy. ~ K„.j 
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castle. I do not by any means infer that 1 was dead to {he 
feeling of picturesque scenery ; un the contrary, few delighted 
more in its general effort. Hut I was unable with the e\e of a 
painter to dissect the various parts of the scene, to rumple 
head how the ono boro upon the other, to estimate tin* etfeet 
which various features of the view had in producing its lead 
ing and general effect. I have never, indeed, been capable of 
doing this with preeision or nieet.y, though my latter studies 
have led me to amend and arrange my original ideas upon the 
subject. Even the. humble ambition, whieh I long cb-nshed, 
of making sketches of those places whieh interested me, from 
a defect of eye or of liaml was totally ineffectual. Alter long 
study and many efforts, I was unable to apply the elements of 
perspective or of shade to the scene Indore me, and was 
obliged to relinquish in despair an art which 1 was most 
anxious to practise. Hut show mo an old castle or a held of 
battle, and 1 was at home at once, filled it with its eniubataiilH 
in their proper costume, and overwhelmed my bearers by the 
enthusiasm of my description. In crossing Magus Moor, near 
St. Andrews, the spirit moved me to give a picture of the 
assassination of the Archbishop of St. Andrews to wane 
fellow-travellers with whom I was accidentally associated, and 
one of them, though well acquainted with the story, protested 
my narrative had frightened away his night’s strep, l turn 
tion this to shew the distinction Irntwcen a sense of the pirt 
uresqne in action and in scenery. If I have since lieen aide 
in poetry to trace with some success the principle?* of the 
latter, it has always been with reference to its general amt 
leading features, or under some alliance with moral feeling; 
and even this proficiency has cost me study. Meanwhile t 
endeavoured to make aihemls for my ignorance of drawing, bv 
adopting a sort of technical memory mqmeting the scenes l 
visited. Wherever I went I cut a pirn? of a branch from a 
tree — these constituted what I cal let! rny log-tmok ; and l 
intended to have a set of chessmen out of them, each having 
reference to the place where it was cut —as the kings from 
Falkland and IIoly-Rood; the queens from Queen Mary’s 
yew tree at Crook stem; the bishops from abbeys or nni*eo|>ai 
palaces; the knights from baronial residences; the rooks from 
royal fortresses; and the pawns generally from plwest worthy 
of historical note. But this whimsical clenign l never carried 
into execution. 

With music it was oven worse than with painting. My 
mother was anxious we should at least bam thwUmody, but 



A UTOBIOGBAPHY. 


37 


he incurable defects of my voice and ear soon drove my 
;eacber to despair. 1 * 3 It is only by long practice that I have 
inquired the' power of selecting or distinguishing melodies; 
md although now few things delight or affect me more than a 
simple time sung with feeling, yet I am sensible that even this 
sitch of musical taste has only been gained by attention and 
iabit, and, as it were, by my feeling of the words being asso¬ 
ciated with the tune. I have therefore been usually unsuc¬ 
cessful in composing words to a tune, although my friend Dr. 
Ilarke, and other musical composers, have sometimes been 
ible to make a happy union between their music and my 
ooetry. 

In other points, however, I began to make some amends for 
;he irregularity of my education. It is well known that in 
Edinburgh one great spur to emulation among youthful stu- 
lents is in those associations called literary societies, formed not 
only for the purpose of debate, but of composition. These un- 
loubtedly have some disadvantages, where _ a bold, petulant, 
md disputatious temper happens to be combined with consider- 
ible information and talent. Still, however, in order to such 
i person being actually spoiled by his mixing in such debates, 
lis talents must be of a very rare nature, or his effrontery 
nust be proof to every species of assault; for there is gener- 
illy, in a well-selected society of this nature, talent sufficient 
;o meet the forwardest, and satire enough to penetrate the 

ost undaunted. I am particularly obliged to this sort of 
club for introducing me about my seventeenth year into the 
;ociety which at one time I had entirely dropped; for, from 
he time of my illness at college, I had had little or no inter¬ 
course with any of my class-companions, one or two only ex- 

1 The late Alexander Campbell, a warm-hearted man, and an enthusiast 
n Scottish music, which he sang most beautifully, had this ungrateful task 
mposed on him. He was a man of many accomplishments, but dashed 
rith a Uzarrerie of temper which made them useless to their proprietor, 
le wrote several books —as a Tour in Scotland, &c.; — and he made an 

dvantageous marriage, hut fell nevertheless into distressed circumstances, 
?hich I had the pleasure of relieving, if I could not remove. His sense of 
ratitude was very strong, and shewed itself oddly in one respect. He 
rould never allow that I had a bad ear; but contended, that if I did not 
nderstand music, it was because I did not choose to learn it. But when 
e attended us in George’s Square, our neighbour, Lady Gumming, sent 

3 beg the boys might not be all flogged precisely at the same hour, as, 
hough she had no doubt the punishment was deserved, the noise of the 
oncord was really dreadful. Robert was the only one of our family who 
ould sing, though my father was musical, and a performer on the violon- 
sllo at the gentlemen’s concerts. —1826. 


and a perception that, soon ripened intu tael ami .<hserv<it ion of 
character, rendered me mi acceptable companion l<> many \otmg 
moil whoseae.(]uisitums in philosophy and science acre u 1 1i 111 1«• 1 y 
superior to anything: I eould boast, 

Xu tho businosH of those societies for i was a member of 
more than one successively — l cannot boast of having made 
any great figure. I never ivius a good speaker, unless upon 
some subject which strongly animated my feelings; and, as l 
was totally unaccustomed to composition, as well a:, t * * the art 
of generalising my ideas upon any subject, my literary essays 
wore but very pour work. I never attempted them unless when 
compelled to do so by tho regulations ul the society, and then 
I was like the Lord of Castle Raekreut, who was obliged to 
cut down a tree to get a few faggots to boil the kettle ; h»r the 
quantity of ponderous and miscellaneous know ledge w hich l 
really possessed on many suhjeets, was not easily condensed, or 
brought to bear upon tho object l wished particularly to become 
master of. Yet there occurred opportunities when this odd 
lumber of my brain, especially that which w its connected wit it 
the recondite parts of history, did me, ns ilamtef nays, ■* yeu- 
man’s service.” My memory of events was tike our of'the 
large, old-fashioned b tune-cannons of the Turks very dillleutf 
to load well and discharge, hut making a powerful effect when 
by good chance any object did come within range of tu abut. 
Such fortunate opportunities of exploding with effect maun 
tainedmy literary character among my companions, with whom 
I soon met with groat indulgence and regard. The persons 
with whom X chiefly lived at this period of my youth were 
William Clerk, already mentioned; dames Kdmonstuimo, of 
Newton; George Abereromhy; Adam Kergmwoiu sou of the 
celebrated Professor Fergusson, and who eomhined the light¬ 
est and most airy temper with the best and kindest dss|«»Ht!itm; 
John Irving, already mentioned; the Hommrahle Thomas Doug 
las, now Karl of Selkirk; David Hoyle, 1 - - ami two or three 
others, who sometimes plunged deeply into polities ami meta¬ 
physics, and not unfrequently “ doffed the world aside, mid 
bid it pass.” 

Looking back on these times, I cannot appluud in alt re¬ 
spects the way in which our days were spent. There was too 
much idleness, and sometimes too much conviviality ; but our 
hearts were warm, our minds honourably Imut on knowledge 

1 Now Lord Ju*tlce-(’lrrk. — MW, 
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l !it«*mrv •litilHit’fn*n; ami if I, .I’tUml* ih« !*•>•«• »o?* ,55 “'-» 
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mis, « Inch tmiug, m tin* tin’rriuiliSr |*l*ra«*\ *f »4 «| ! «" * irl 4 • 

V oftrni }ir«v»»il flimsy hi th«* toaturo* au«i th»* 0*r >4 

um’iummmlv rrlmitivt* mt in«rv iiml m*nt»* j**mc*f 9 %-t 3 «n- 5 > 

1 wurii MunmtimM dotniiomtal tutlmtr {»«««***?, hi 

him to it jiru«umj'tuon*i rrliaitn* u|«**u tln'm 3 

[hknitt watt ntluiilteti Slilo llir tSH*«t r'*4i4«riilc4 ,4 U>r IMt,'- 4-. 1 *1 

Kot'h’Ui’H, ’/Tm fyrt'utnUee-, In Jamiaty 1 «Vl H ■ ». nh" 1 1 s. « ■ v 4 

t* librarian mi 4 ill lh»* N«u?«ni*l>rf !;<• 1 •« » si - f »•* v«-* 

Hary itittl in*a*mn , r; nt! whnh -«*.•> imh, .»u m <i. m 
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new nu’intn-r, it»ai tu' t«. t«c >4 t, ,, Mi 
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r tif tiN tilllti’r‘n }»«niw in N,ju»#r ®i,i ,f, vf 111 ,f w -'l,-,n 

kn,” f I * *111 tthli'tj lli«| a*ij<>ultir'>t O < a la s <• ?n 1 s-.ii i*4 s 

It viitii lti«' <**<tuliti'it<'*iiti’iil »»f an (n<j, 

1 UHm Irji’InlallH 1 , llir l« > In mat iha’lis ,iom '*■ ii.r- ! ; 
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Amidst tlieso studios, ami in this seemly, the lime of my 
apprenticeship elapsed; and in 171)0, or f horeabout.s, j( became 
necessary that I. should seriously consider to which depart meat, 
of the law I. was to attach myself. My father hriuuml with 
the most parental kindness, lie offered, if 1 preferred his own 
profession, immediately to take, me into partnership with him, 
which, though his business was much diminished, still at forded 
ine an immediate prospect of a handsome independence. Hut. 
he did not disguise his wish that I should relinquish this siiim.. 
tion to my younger brother, and embrace the more ambitions 
profession of the bar. I had little, hesitation iti making my 
choice — for I was never very fond of money; and iti no other 
particular do the professions admit of a comparison. Besides, I 
knew and fe.lt the inconveniences attached to that, of a Writer; 
and I thought (like a young man) many of them were ** iugenio 
non subeunda moo.” 1 The appearance of personal dependence 


bed-time of this orderly family. Mr. Scott answered tier repeated impd 
rles with a vagueness which irritated the Indy'a feelings more and mure ; 
until, at last, alio could boar the. thing no longer; hut utie evening, just u* 
she hoard the boll ring as for the stranger’s chair m carry him otf, she made 
her appearance within the forbidden parlour with a salver in her hand, 
observing, that she thought the gentlemen had sat «o long, they would he 
the better of a dish of tea, and had ventured accordingly to bring n»nu< 
for their acceptance. The stranger, a itomm of distinguished appearance, 
and richly dressed, bowed to the lady, and accepted a cup ; but her has 
band knit his brows, and refused very coldly to partake the refreshment. 
A momont afterwards the visitor withdrew —and Mr. Scott lifting up tin- 
window-sash, took the cup, which lm had left empty on the table, and 
tossed it out upon the pavement. The lady exclaimed for her ehiu-t. but 
was put to silence by her husband’s saying, •• I can forgive your hide 
curiosity, madam, but you must pay tlm penalty. 1 may admit into my 
houso, on a piece of business, persons wholly unworthy t>> he treated m 
guests by my wifo. Neither Up of me nor of mine comes after Mr. Mum 
ray of Broughton's,” This was the unhappy man who, after attcudim? 
Princo Charles Stuart as his secretary throughout the greater part of he*’ 
expedition, condescended to redeem his own life and fortune by beating 
evidence against the noblest of his late master's adherents, when 


"Pitted by ff<mt!c* liwirU KUnmniiwk dM 
The bravo, Halmerliui, war* tm thy 11 


When confronted with Sir John Douglas of Kelhwtd (ancestor of the .Mar 
quess of Quoonsborry), before the l’Hvy Council itt St. the prt* 

oner was asked, “Do you know this witness?" " ,\%u 1," answered 
Douglas; “ I onoo know a person who bore the designation of Murray «<f 
Broughton— but that was a gentleman and a matt of honour, and one 
that could hold up his head 1" The saucer Munglng { » Broughton 1 * ten. 
0U P to he preserved; and Walter Utui made prize of it. — K*» 1 

1 Milton, Meg. Lib . I, * 1 
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of its founders, and cupublt* <»f being analysed and made (ho 
subject; of a methodical plan by an arehiter! who can under¬ 
stand the various styles of the different age* in whirh it was 
subjected to alteration. Such an architect has Mr. 11mar been 
to the law of Scotland, neither wandering into fanciful and 
abstruse disquisitions, which art' the more proper Mihjcrt ot t he 
antiquary, nor satisiietl with presenting to his pupik a tin and 
undigested detail of the lawn in their present state, but com¬ 
bining the past state of our legal enactincuts with the ptf tent, 
and tracing clearly and judiciously the changes winch took 
place, and the causes which let! to them. 

Under these auspices, 1 commenced my legal studios, A 
little parlour was assigned me in my father's hotme, which was 
spacious and convenient, and l took the e\rluM\ e posscs-mm of 
my new realms with all the feelings of ion city and bbert \. 
Let me do justice to the only years of my life in which 1 applied 
to learning with stern, steady, ami umleviating imltHfry. The 
rule of my friend Clerk ami myself was, that we should mist, 
ually qualify ourselves for undergoing an examination upon 
certain points of law every morning in the week, Sundays ex 
cepted. This was at first to have taken place alternately ai 
each other’s houses, but wo soon discovered that my friend's 
resolution was inadequate to severing him from his couch at 
tlie early hour fixed for this exereitatiou. Accordingly, l 
agreed to go every morning to his house, which, being at the 
extremity of Prince's Street, New Town, wan a walk of two 
miles. With great pmietnulity, however, I beat him up to his 
task every morning before seven o'clock, and in the course of 
two summers, wo went, by way of question and answer, through 
the whole of Heineceius’s Analysis of the institute* ami Pan¬ 
dects, aR well as through tlm smaller copy of Krskiue’s tnstt 
lutes of the Law of Scotland. This course of study enabled us 
bo pass with credit tlm usual trials, which, by the* regulations 
of the If acuity of Advocates, must 1m* undergone by every eiut- 
didato for admission into their body. My friend William 
Clerk and I passed these ordeals on tlm same days > namely, 
the Civil Law trial on the [dOth June 1791J, and the Hrots Law 
trial on the [6th July 171)21 ( )n the [ 1 1 th d uly 1f, w e Imt h 
assumed the gown with all its duties and honours. 

My progress in life during these two or three years had !tt*en 
gradually enlarging my acquaintance, ami facilitating mv en¬ 
trance into good company. My father and mother, almidy 
advanced in life, saw little society at home, excepting that 
of near relations, or upon particular oeawiems, so that, I vm 
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Wai/i’er Scott, the eldest son of Kohert ft' S.tmU Knowe, 
appears to have been the First oftlm family that adopted 

a town life., of anything claiming to be rluN.nl among the 
learned professions'. His branch of tin* law, lann’OT, could 
not in those days be advantageously prosecuted without **\teu 
sivo connexions hi the country; his own w ere ton re.pn table 
not to be of much service to him in his calling, and she} were 
cultivated accordingly. His professional \i.-uts i<* Koxlmrgh 
shire and JOt,trick Forest were, in Ute vigour .d' he. hte, very 
frequent; and though lie was never supposed to base any 
tincture either of romance or poetry in his composition, he 
retained to the last, a warm allVetiou for hm uatne dmhnt, 
■with a certain reluct,ant llavour of the old feelings and preju 
dices of the Borderer. 1 havi* liltle to add to Sir Walters 
short, and respectful notice of his father, except that 1 have 
heard it continued by the testimony of many less partial 
observers. “ lie passed from the cradle to the grave,” says 
his daughter-in-law, Mrs. Thomas Hcutt, ’* w if hoof making an 
enemy or losing a friend, lie was a most athvtinnate patent, 
and if ho discouraged, rather than otherwise. Ins sou’s early 
dovoliioti to the pursuits which led him to the height of lifer 
ary eminence, if was only because he did not understand what 
such things meant, and considered if his duty to keep his 
young man to that path in whirlt good sense ami industry 
might, humanly speaking, he thought, sure of urn-cess." \\ e 
have, according to William (-ierk, a very item rate represents 
tion of the old gentleman in tin* elder Fair ford of Kedgauut 
let; and there is as little doubt that Walter drew from himself 
in tho younger Ibiirford, and from his friend t’lerk tu the 
Darsio Latimer of that tale. 

His mother was short of stature, and by m* means comely, 
at least after the days of her early youth. The §4i> nsogmmiy 
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of the poet bore, if their portraits may be trusted, no resem¬ 
blance to either of his parents; while, on the other hand, a 
very strong likeness to him is observable in the pictures both 
of the shrewd farmer and sportsman, Robert of Sandy-Knowe, 
and of the venerable Jacobite, Beardie. But Scott’s mother, 
there is no doubt, was, in talents as well as tastes, superior to 
her husband. She had strong powers of observation, with a 
lively relish for the humorous, and was noted for her skill in 
story-telling. She had, moreover, like Irving’s mother, a love 
of ancient ballads and Scotch traditions and legends of all 
sorts, and her Calvinistic prejudices did not save her from the 
worship of Sliakspeare. Her sister, Christian Rutherford, 
appears to have been still more accomplished; and as she was 
comparatively young, the intimacy between lifer and her nephew 
was more like what occurs commonly between a youth and an 
elder sister. In the house of his uncle, Dr. Rutherford, Scott 
must have had access, from his earliest days, to a scientific 
and scholarlike circle of society. His own parents, too, were, 
as we have seen, personal friends of John Home, the author 
of Douglas, at whose villa near Edinburgh young Walter was 
a frequent visitor: but, above all, his intimacy with the son 
of Dr. Adam Eergusson, the moralist and historian, who was 
then one of the chief ornaments of the University, afforded 
easy opportunity of mixing, in as far as his ambition might 
gradually aspire, with the most intellectual and cultivated 
society of his native place. It was under that roof that he 
conversed with Burns when in his seventeenth year. 

I shall only add to what he sets down on the subject of his 
early academical studies, that in this, as in almost every case, 
he appears to have underrated his own attainments. lie had, 
indeed, no pretensions to the name of an extensive, far less of 
an accurate, Latin scholar; but he could read, I believe, any 
Latin author, of any age, so as to catch without difficulty his 
meaning; and although his favourite Latin poet, as well as 
historian, in later days, was Buchanan, he had preserved, or 
subsequently acquired, a strong relish for some others of more 
ancient date. I may mention, in particular, Lucan and Clau- 
dian. The autobiography has informed us of the early period 
at which he enjoyed the real Tasso and Ariosto. I presume 
he had at least as soon as this enabled himself to read Gil 
Bias in the original; and, in all probability, we may refer to 
the same time of his life, or one not much later, his acquisition 
of as much Spanish as served for the Guerras Civiles de Gre¬ 
nada, Lazarillo de Tormes, and, above all, Don Quixote. He 
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read all these languages in after life with about tin* saut<- f;u-it• 
ity. I liover hut onee heard him attempt to •»p* , a 1» aitv of 
thorn, and that ivies when some of the courttors ot < ‘h.tries X. 
came to Abbotsford, stum after that, mitortimaie prince took 
up his resiclenoe for Urn second time at Huh roodlum.Mx l*’iini 
ing that one or two of these gentlemen could speak no Kurdish 
at all, 1m made some, efforts to amuse them in tleur mui lan¬ 
guage after the champagne had been passing buddy round 
the table; and f was amused next, morning u it It the expres¬ 
sion of one of the party, who, alluding to the .sort of reading 
in which Sir Walter seemed to have rhielh mviipted Imusell, 
said —“ Mon Dieu ! eomme il estropiait, entre deux v ins, le 
FranQais du bon sire di* .loinville!" Of all these tongues, as 
of Gorman somewhat later, he acquired as much as was need¬ 
ful for his own purposes, of which a critical study of any 
foreign language made at no time any part, In them lie 
sought for incidents, and he found images; but for the treas¬ 
ures of diction ho was content, to dig on British soil. lie had 
all he wanted in the old wells of ** Knglish undented,’* and the 
still living, though fast shrinking, waters of that sinter idiom, 
which had not always, as lm battered himself, deserved the 
name of a dialect. 

As may bo said, I believe, with perfect truth of every reallv 
great man, Soott was self-edueated in every branch of know! 
edge which he ever turned to account in the works of ius 
genius — and ho has himself told us that, his real studies were 
those lonely and desultory ones of whieh he has given a copy 
in the first chapter of Waverley, where tin* hero is represented 
as “driving through the sea of Imoks, like a vessel without, 
pilot or rudder; ” that is to say, obeying nothing but the strong 
breath of native inoiination. The lUcrtir y details of that chap¬ 
ter may all be considered as autobiographical. 

In all the studies of the two or three years preceding his 
call to the bar, Ilia chief associate was William Clerk; and, 
indeed, of all the connexions lie formed in life, I now doubt 
if there was one to whom he owed more. He always continued 
to say that Clerk was unsurpassed in strength and in*«iti*tii*M 
of faculties, by any man he had ever conversed wit.Si familiarly ; 
and though he has left no literary monument whatever behind 
him, he was from youth to a good old age indefatigable in 
study, and rivalled, I believe, by very few of his en»tem|«»r»- 
ries, either in the variety or the accuracy of his acquired knowb 
edge. He entered zealously from the first into all Scott’s 
antiquarian pursuits, and he it was who mainly aided and »tim- 
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ated Mm throughout the few years which he did devoto to 
s proper training for the profession of tho bar. But tnes 
ere not all the obligations: it was Clerk that lira tor mainly 
wakened his social ambition: it was lie that drew Mm ou o 
e company of his father’s apprentices, and taught hun to 
se above their clubs and festivities, and the rough uiogulai 
ibits of all their intervals of relaxation. It was _ probably 
ay much in consequence of the tacit influence of tins tic that 
i resolved on following the upper and more precarious branch 
his profession, instead of that in which his father s oldest 
n had, if he chose, the certain prospect of early in depend cnee, 
Ld every likelihood of a plentiful fortune in the end. 

Yet both in his adoption, soon after that friendship began, 
a somewhat superior tone of manners and habits generally, 
Ld in his ultimate decision for the bar, as well as in his stren- 
ns preparation during a considerable space of time for that 
,reer, there is little question that another influence must have 
>werfully co-operated. Of the few early letters of Scott that 
ive beeu preserved, almost all are addressed to Clerk, who 
,ys, “I ascribe my little handful to a sort of instinctive pro- 
letic sense of his future greatness;’’—but a great mass of 
ters addressed to Scott himself, during his early years, are 
ill in being, and they are important documents in his history, 
r, as Southey well remarks, letters often tell more of the 
Laracter of the man they are to be read by than of him who 
rites them. Throughout all these, then, there occurs no 
arse or even jocular suggestion as to the conduct of /Scott in 
.at particular, as to which most youths of Ms then age are so 
)t to lay up stores of self-reproach. In that season of hot and 
ipetuous blood he may not have escaped quite blameless; but 
have the concurrent testimony of all the most intimate among 
s surviving associates, that he was remarkably free from such 
discretions; that while his high sense of honour shielded him 
om the remotest dream of tampering with female innocence, 
i had an instinctive delicacy about him which made him re- 
il with utter disgust from low and vulgar debaucheries. His 
iends, I have heard more than one of them confess, used often 
rally Mm on the coldness of his nature. By degrees they 
scovered that he had, from almost the dawn of the passions, 
Lerished a secret attachment, wMch continued, through all 
e most perilous stage of life, to act as a romantic charm in 
fegnard of virtue. This was the early and innocent affection 
which we owe the tenderest pages, not only of Bedgauntlet, 
Lt of the Lay of the Last Minstrel, and of Bokeby. In all of 


48 


LIFE OF MX WALTER sen l l. 


in Mr. William i‘Ink, that 
luU carelessness, not tu mtv 


these works the heroin,, has ,rrluin .lislinelivo IVnlures. ilnm. 
from one anil the same IiiuhiI-mir 'l'™ m i ' 1 l "* "n‘iil> a,loins 
C6HCG. 

It was about 1700, according 

Scott was observed to lay usmt* .. , 

slovenliness, as to dress, which >i«'". 1 “ '"rmsh manor tor jok 
ing at the beginning of their urquumlaueo. He nuw did him 
self more iustico in these little matters, became turn! ‘*f mixing 
in general female society, and, as his trieml expresses it,-la¬ 
gan to set np for a squire el dames. 

His personal ajipearanee nt tIds time was not utieugugiug. 
A lady of high rank, who well veinemlH-rs him m the Uhl 
Assembly Booms, says, “Young Walter Sent! warn a eumel> 
creature.” 1 He had outgrown the sal lowness id early ill heaiUli, 
and had afresh brilliant complexion. Him eyes were clear, 
open, and well set, with a changeful radiance, to which teeth 
of the most pefect regularity and whiteness lent their assistance, 
while the noble expanse and elevation of the brow gave to the 
whole aspect a dignity far above the charm of mere features. 
His smile was always delightful; ami l cun easily fumy the 
peculiar intermixture of tenderness ami gravity, with playful 
innocent hilarity and humour in the expression, as Rung well 
calculated to fix a fair lady’s eye. His figure, excepting the 
blemish in one limb, must in those days have lera eminently 
handsome; tall, much above the usual standard, it was east in 
the very mould of a young Hercules; the head set on with 
singular grace, tlie throat and chest after the truest inode! of 
the antique, the hands delicately finished; the whole outline 
that of extraordinary vigour, without as yet a touch of clumsi¬ 
ness. When he had acquired a little facility of manner, his 
conversation must have been such as could have disjH'iised w ith 
any exterior advantages, ami certainly brought swift forgive¬ 
ness for the one imkiiulnoas of nature. 1 have heard him, in 
talking of this part of liis life, say, with an arch simplicity of 
look and tone, which those who were familiar with him can fill 
in for themselves — “It was a proud night with me when I 
first found that a protty young woman could think it worth her 
while to sit and talk with me, hour after hour, in tt corner of 
the ball-room, while all the world were cajawing in our view. 1 * 

I believe, however, that the “ petty young woman " here tspe» 
eially alluded to, had occupied his attention laifure lie ever ap¬ 
peared in the Edinburgh Assembly Rooms, nr any of lit* friends 
took note of him as “ setting up for a squire of iltum*/' t havii 

' The late Duchess Countess of ftulberiuuf. 
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that their acquaintance began in the G-reyfnars 
cl, where rain beginning to fall one Sunday as the 
ion were dispersing, Scott happened to offer his u.m- 
1 the tender being accepted, so escorted the lady of 
nantle to her residence, which proved to be at no great 
com his own. 1 To return from church together had, it 
>wn into something like a custom before they met in 
'rs. Scott being of the party. It then appeared that 
le lady’s mother had been companions in their youth, 
oth living secludedly, they had scarcely seen oaeh 
many years; and the two matrons now renewed their 
tercourse. But no acquaintance appears to liavo ox~ 
een the fathers of the young people, until things had. 
in appearance farther than met the approbation of 
llerk to the Signet. 

ware that the young lady — Margaret, daughter of 
and Lady Jane Stuart Belches of Invermay, had 
of fortune far above his son’s, Mr. Scott conceived it 
o give her parents warning that he observed a degree 
y which, if allowed to go on, might involve the par- 
n and disappointment. He had heard his son talk of 
lated excursion to the part of the country in which 
hour’s estates lay, and not doubting that Walter’s 
t was different from that which he announced, intro- 
Lself with a frank statement that he wished no such 
iroceed, without the express sanction of those most 
in the happiness of persons as yet too young to calcu- 
quences for themselves. —The northern Baronet had 
ing of the young apprentice’s intended excursion, and 
bo treat the whole business very lightly. He thanked 
for his scrupulous attention — but added, that he 
lie was mistaken; and this paternal interference, 
Iter did not hear of till long afterwards, produced no 
his relations with the object of his growing attach- 

leither the power nor the wish to give in detail the 
this story. It is sufficient to say, at present, that 
ad through several years nourished the dream of an 
union with this lady, his hopes terminated in her 
vied to the late Sir William Forbes, of Pitsligo, Bar- 

liis latest essays we road — “ There have been instances of 
eing favourably received in England, when told under an 
id in the middle of a shower. ’ ’ — Miscellaneous Prose Works , 
390. 
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oiictj a gentleman of the highest character, to whom muiui 1 a tier. - 
tionate allusions occur in one of the greatest of his works, and 
who lived to ae.t tho part, of a most generous friend to his early 
rival throughout him anxieties, and distresses of JHlMJ and 1 Si!7. 
Tho actual dispersion of the romantic vision and its immediate 
coiisoquoncos will be mentioned in dm* time. 

Kedgauntlot shadows very distinctly many circumstances 
connected with tho first, grand step in the prulessiunal history 
of Alan bairford. The real then in, however, was on the Title 
of tho Pandects, (hmeenihuj th e r Unptmtl nf the dead in ultra t>f 
Orimuutla. It, was dedicated (I doubt not by the careful fa¬ 
ther’s advice.) to his friend and neighlmur in (1 forge's Square, 
M'acqucon of Braxfield, Lord duslire-t’Jerk tor President of 
tho Supremo Criminal Court) of Seothuul. Damir w;is present 
at Alan’s “hit. eltaek of dinner,” and the old Clerk of the Sig¬ 
net was very joyous on the occasion. 

I have often heard both Alan ami Dannie laugh over their 
reminiscences of the important day when they “ put on the 
gown.” After the ceremony was completed, anti they had 
mingled for some time with the crowd of barristers in tho 
Outer Court, Scott said to his comrade, mimicking the air and 
tone of a Highland lass waiting at tho Cross of Edinburgh to 
he hired for the harvest, work-—** We’ve stood here an hour by 
the Tron, hinny, and de’il a ane has spoored our price." Home 
friendly solicitor, however, gave him a guinea foe Indore the 
Court rose; and as they walked down tho High Street together, 
he said to Mr. Clerk, in passing a hosier’s shop- - “TIiw in a 
sort of a wedding-day, Willie ; I think I must go in and buy 
me a now night-cap. ,y He did so accordingly ; but Ids first fee 
of any consequence was expended on a silver tajterstaud for 
his mother, which tho old lady used to point to with great 
satisfaction, as it stood on her chimney-piece Hve-and-twenty 
years afterwards. 

The friends had assumed the gown only the day tiefore the 
Court of Session rose for the autumn vacation, amt Scott 
appears to have escaped immediately afterwards to the famil¬ 
iar scenery of Kelso, where his kind uncle Kotort, the retired 
East Indian Captain, had acquired the pretty villa «f Hose- 
hank, overhanging tho Tweed. He had on a‘former omtaion 
made an excursion into Northumberland as far m Kindliest, and 
given, in a letter to Mr. Clerk, the results of a dost* ins|H*ctinn 
of that famous battle-field. lie now induced hk unde to 
accompany him in another Northumbrian expedition, which 
extended to Hexham, whore tho grand Saxon Cathedral wm 
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boon soon in the district.— (ho first, indeed, that ever appeared 
thoro was a gig, drivi’n by Seott himself ter a part id In > nay, 
whon on the last of these seven exetirsiuiis. There was m» inn 
nor public-house of any kind in the whole valley ; the truvfliers 
passed from the shepherd's hut to the uiinisier\s w ue>e, and 
again from the ehoorful hospitality of the mau-.e to the neigh 
and jolly welcome-of Iho homestead; gathering, wherever they 
went, songs and tunes, and oeeasiouully more tangible relies 
of antiquity — oven such “a row!It ef mild uiekuaeket •*" as 
Hums ascribes to (kiptaiu druse. 'fo the.-.e rambb". Seett, 
owed much of the materials id’ his ** Mindrrl.sy of the Hol¬ 
der ; ” and not less of (hat. intimate aeiptaiutauee w it It the liv¬ 
ing maimers of these unsophist tented regions, a hseh fount ihil<\s 
the chief charm of out' of tlu* most eharming of his prose 
works. Hut how soon ho had any definite uhjeet before him 
in his researches, seems very doubtful. *• lie was ntukin him 
sell a’ the time,” said Mr. Shnrtroed ; ** but be didtta kett may be 
what ho was about till years hat! passed : At ft is l he thought 
o’ little, I dare say, but the quecruess ami the fun.” 

“ In tlioso days,” says the Memorandum liefore me, " advo- 
cates were not so plenty ~~~ at least ulxmi Lid*lesdale; ” s ami 
the worthy Sheriff-substitute goes on to desertls* the sort of 
bustle, not unmixed with alarm, produced at the first farm¬ 
house they visited (Willie 1011 infs at Millimruholm i, when the 
honest man was informed of Uh* quality of one of his guetdx. 
Whoa they dismounted, accordingly, ho reeeived the »tranger 
with great ceremony, and insisted" ujkih himself leading hit 
horse to the stable. Bhortroed accompanied Wtllm, however, 
and the latter, after taking a deliberate peep at Seott, “out by 
the edge of the door-chock,” whispered, •* Weel, Rolan, l nav, 
de’il hao me if I’s be a bit feared for him ttow ; tie's ju.it a 
chield like ourselves, I think.” Half-a-dozen dogs of all 
degrees had already gathered round “ the advocate,” and his 
way of returning their compliments had set Willie at hi* ease, 

According to Mr. Hhurtroed, this good-man of Mtllhumholm 
was the great original of Darnlie Dinment. As he seems to 
have been the iirst of those upland shwqefarmers that Srutt 
ever knew, there can be little doubt that be sat for some parts 
of that inimitable portraiture; and it is certain that the dames 

1 1 am obliged to Mr. John Klliot Hhortrml, for some mmmr.imht «rf 
bis father’s conversations on this subject, I had, however many ueimr- 
tunities of hearing Mr. Hhortroed’s stories from bis own Utm. havlmi ofirn 
bean under his hospitable roof in company with Kir Waller, who, to the 
last, was his old friend’s guest whenever Intalnewi took him u» Jwilmrgb, 
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that it had boon celebrated for iifty years us move fatal 
sobriety than any bowl in tin* parish. 11 living iloiu* due h». 
imr to Wisdom, they sixain mounted, and proceeded over m ( , 
and moor to Homo other equally hospitable master of the pij. 

mo!” Hays rihortreed, ‘‘sir an endless fund o’ humour n» 
drollery as ho then had wi* him ! Never ten y unis hut we w», ; 
either laughing or roaring and singing. Wherever we ntuppo, 
how brawlio ho suited hansel' to everybody ! lie ay did 3 
thelavo did; Dover made himsel* the prat man. or look ony nj, 
in the company. I’ve seen him in a* moods ut these jaunt| 
grave and gav,’ daft, and serious, sober and drunk - (this. hn\, 
over, oven in'our wildest. rambles, was hut rare* but, drun; 
or sober, he was try the gentleman, lie looked exeeasiveb 
heavy and stupid when he was /»)t, hut In* was never out t ; 
gudo-humour.” 

On reaching, one evening, some ('lutrlit shnpr nr other (I for 
get the name) among those wildernesses, they found u kindly 
reception as usual; hut to their agreeable surprise, after mm\ 
days of hard living, a measured and orderly • hospitality uj 
respected liquor. Boon after supper, a! whieh a Uittleof elder, 
berry wino alone had been produced, a young student of divin, 
ity, who happened to bo in the house, was called uj»on to take 
tho “ lug ha 5 Bible,” in the good old fashion of Bnrtjs's Batur- 
day Might 5 and some progress had 1 k*cu already made in the 
service, when the goodman of the farm, whoso •* tendency was 
soporific,” scandalised his wife and the dominie by starting 
suddenly from his knees, and rubbing his eves, with a stentu, 
rian exclamation of “ By—., here’s the keg ut hist ! " mid in 
tumhle.tl, us he spake the word, a couple of sturdy herdsmen, 
whom, on hearing a day before of the advocate 'm approaching 
visit, he luul dispatched to a certain smuggler’s Imuut, at Home 
considerable distance, in (juest (d a supply of run brandv from 
the Solway Frith. The punts H exercise ** of the household was 
hopelessly inlovrupted. With n Ihousaud HjKilogma for his 
hitherto shabby emterfaimuant, this jolly Elliot, or Armstrong, 
had tho welcome keg mounted on the tnfile without is, moment’s 
delay,—and gentle and simple, nut forgetting the dominie, 
continued carousing about it until daylight streamed in upon 
the party. Bir Walter Heott Holdom fniltnl, when 1 saw him in 
company with his LiddesdnJo companion, to mimic tim sudden 
outburst of his old host, on hearing the clatter of horses* feet, 
which he knew to indicate the arrival of the keg-—the con¬ 
sternation of the dame—and the rueful denjair with which 
the young clergyman closed tho book. 
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copies Laughome's Owen of t'arnm: the \er-.e-, of < 'mode. >>u 
passing 101 y ; the lines to a cuckoo, ;',iwn bv Wurtou a. the 
oldest specimen of Lnglish verse; ;i t run d.it nm. •• b\ a m-utb- 
man in Devonshire,” of the death song <■! lb- qua Lodhn«■»; 
and the beautiful quatrain omitted in Hru\\ Kle , 

“There .scattered oft, the cartie.-u m the .u,” «\i- 

After this wo have an Italian eau/ouet on the fiat ,e-. «d l«lue 
eyes (which were mnelt in favour at thi-. tnnet ; eoi.il p.e-.e, 
ol’ etymologies from I hieangc; some more of note. on t he 
Morte Arthur; extracts from the Hook , o| \d journal about 
Dame danet Heaton, the Lady <>f Hruuxoute ol the Lu> o| ihe 
Last Minstrel, and her husband “ Sir Walter Scott of Dm eienelt, 
(■.tilled Wicked I I’d//; ” oilier extraetr. al ioilt u llehe., and t.urie , ; 
various couplets from Hall's Satires; a pas st;c f tom \ lluuu ; 
notes on the Second Sight, with extrue is front \uiue\ and 
(Danville; ti u List, of Ballads to be discovered or recoined ; ” 
extracts from (Juerin de Montgluvr; and utter manv more 
similar entries, a table of the ,M,csu.<bit hie, Anglo Sum.u ami 
Itunie. alphabets ; —-wit.b a foarth section, headed (L c>n<tn y but 
loft blank. 

In November 1792, Scott and (‘Jerk began their regular at 
tondane.e tit the Parliament. House, and Scott, to use Mr. t'ierkks 
words, “ by and by crept, into a tolerable share of ,.ueh hu uuc .-t 
as may be expected from a writer’s connexion." I tv Him we 
are to understand that he was employed from lime to tune Lv 
his father, and probably a few other solicitor'*, m that dream 
ovory-day taskwnvk, chiefly of long written infmumihonx, uml 
other papers fur the t’onrl, on which vomit' eommellor, ot the 
Scotch Bar were then expected to lieslow a great deal of trouble 
for very scanty pecuniary remuneration, and with scarcely a 
chance of Hading reserved for their hands any mat ter that 
coulde.lie.it; Urn display of superior knowledge «*r under .laud 
ing. He had also his part, in the eases of pet-nuies miug 
forma jxtujwris ,* hut how little important those that came to 
his share were, and how slender was the imjinvi-dou they lead 
left on his mind, wo may gather from a note on Uedgumif let, 
wherein he signifies his doubts whet him he really had ever been 
engaged in what, he has certainly made the ’mum- nict,,-, ot 
Poor Pater IWhlax. 

But ho soon became as famous for his powers of story telling 
among the lawyers of the Outer-1 louse, as he hud hern among 
tho companions of his High-School days. The place where 
these idlers mostly congregated was called, it seems, by a name 
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which sufficiently marks the date — it was The Mountain. Here, 
as Roger North says of the Court of King’s Bench in his early 
day, “ there was more news than law; ” —here hour after hour 
passed away, month after month, and year after year, in the 
interchange of light-hearted merriment among a circle of young 
men, more than one of whom, in after times, attained the 
highest honours of the profession. Among the most intimate 
of Scott’s daily associates from this time, and during all his 
subsequent attendance at the Bar, were, besides various since 
eminent persons that have been already named, the first legal 
antiquary of our time in Scotland, Mr. Thomas Thomson, and 
William Erskine, afterwards Lord Kinedder. Mr. Clerk re¬ 
members complaining one morning on finding the group con¬ 
vulsed with laughter, that Duns Scotus had been forestalling 
him in a good story, which he had communicated privately the 
day before—adding, moreover, that his friend had not only 
stolen, hut disguised it. “Why,” answered he, skilfully 
waving the main charge, “this is always the way with the 
Baroyiet. 1 He is continually saying that I change his stories, 
whereas in fact I only put a cocked hat on their heads, and 
stick a cane into their hands — to make them fit for going into 
company.” 

Some interest had been excited in Edinburgh as to the rising 
literature of Germany, by an essay of Mackenzie’s in 1778, 
and a subsequent version of The Bobbers, by Mr. Tytler (Lord 
Woodliouselee). About Christmas 1792, a German class was 
formed under a Dr. Willick, which included Scott, Clerk, 
Thomson, and Erskine; all of whom soon qualified them¬ 
selves to taste the beauties of Schiller and Goethe in the 
original. This class contributed greatly to Scott’s familiarity 
with Erskine; a familiarity which grew into one of the 
warmest and closest of his friendships. All the others above 
named, except Erskine, were by descent and connexion 
Whigs; and though politics never shook the affection of any 
of these early companions, the events and controversies of the 
immediately ensuing years could not but disturb, more or less, 
the social habits of young barristers who adopted opposite 
views on the French Revolution and the policy of Pitt. On 
such subjects Erskine entirely sympathised with Scott; and 
though in many respects, indeed in strength of mind and 
character, and in the general turn of opinion and manners, 

1 Duns Scotus was an old college-club nickname for Walter Scott, a 
tribute to bis love of antiquities. Clerk was with the same set the Baro¬ 
net , as belonging to the family of the Baronets of Pennycuick. 
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others of his contemporaries must always have seemed lav 
more likely to suit Walter Scull-, Krskinc luramr, and cun- 
tinned during the- brightest part ol It is lib" to be. the ucair.-.t 
and most confidential of all his Kdmburgh a ; ..u-i.tteNor 
can it be doubted that he exercised, at the acme pen,id we 
have now reached, a. very important intlueiice <m hi., Inend’s 
literary tastes, and especially on his tlermau studies. William 
Krskiue was the son of an Kpisrnpnliau clergyman in Perth 
shire, of a good family, hut far from wealthy, ib- had received 
his early edue.ation at (jlasgovv, where he was boarded under 
the roof of Andrew Macdonald, the author of \ imomia, who 
then ollieiat.ed as minister to a. small congregation ,,f Kpi.-.n.p.i 
lian noueonformists. Krom this uulort uuatc but v • • ry iugentous 
man, Krskino had derived, in boyhood, a strong p.union tor old 
English literatim 1 , more espeeially the hli/ahetlian drunmlists; 
wliieh, howevm*, lie combined with a iar livelier rehsh lor the 
Glassies of antiquity than oil her Sent tor his master m er po.-. se.-mrd. 
Emm the beginning, aec.ordingly, Seoif had in Kr.dvim- a muni 
tor who, entering most warmly into his taste tor national hire 
— the life of the past—-and the bold and picturesque style of 
the original Kuglish school •* - was constantly urging the advan¬ 
tages to be derived from combining with its varied and imn.eit 
line breadth of delineation such attention to (he minor graces 
of arrangement and diction as might conciliate the ladidumn 
ness of modern taste. Directed, as Scott mainly was m the 
ultimate determination of his literary ambition, by the example 
of the great, founders of the (I'erman drama and rmiumir, he 
appears to have run at, first. 110 trivial hazard of adopting the 
extravaganees, both of thought, and language, w hieh he louml 
blended in their works with such a captivating di qduy of 
genius, and genius employed on subjects no much in unison 
with the deepest, of his own juvenile predilections. His 
friendly eritie was just, as well as delicate; ami .severity as 
to tho mingled absurdities and vulgarities of (htumu detail, 
commanded deliberate attention from one vv ho admired not tens 
enthusiastically than himself the sublimity ami pathos of ins 
new favourites. 

Iu March 1798, when tho (hurt row*, he proceeded into (billo 
way, in order to make himself aequuinted with the ease of a 
certain Rev. Mr. M’Naught, minister of (lirthmi, whoso trial, 
on-ehargeH of habitual drunkenness, singing of lewd and pro¬ 
fane songs, dancing and toying at- a penny wedding with a 
“ sweetie wife” (that, is, an‘itinerant vender of gingerbread, 
&e.), and, moreover, of promoting irregular marriages jh a 
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causo, carried Scot!, for the first, and I behove {or llie last 
time, into the scenery oi his 11 njv Matinering; and :.e \ era I oi 
the names of the- minor characters of the imvrl ( J/7lor 
exam pits) appear in (he list of witnesses. 

If tins preceding autumn forms a remarkable point in his 
history, as first, introducing him to the manners of the wilder 
Border country, the, summer which followed left traers of 
equal importance. lie then visited some of the tines! dt Uriels 
of Stirlingshire and Perthshire; and m>t in the perem ,ury 
manner of his more boyish exjieditions lmt taking up his resi 
donee for a week nr ten days in sueeessiou at the lamih resi 
donee,s id’ several of his young allies oi 77<e M>ntiittiin t and 
from ilionce familiarising himself at leisure with the count ry 
and. the people round about. In this way he lingered some 
time at Tullibody, flit* seal of the father of Sir Ihiiph Aher 
cromhy, a,nd grandfather of his friend (ieorge A here rondo, ; 
and heard from the old gentleman’s own lips the nurruftve of 
a journey whitdi lie had hoen obliged to make to tin* retreat of 
Rob Roy. The venerable laird told luov he was reeeived lo 
the oatoran “ with much courtesy," in a cavern exactly sueli a*, 
that of Bean Loan; dined on rollups cut. from some of bis nun 
cattle, which lie recognised hanging by their heels from the 
rocky roof beyond; and returned in all safety, after concluding 
a bargain of blaolc-mttil ~ in virtue of whitdi annual payment, 
Rob Roy guaranteed the future seen city of his herds against, 
not lvis own followers merely, hut, all freebooters whatever. 
Scott next visited his friend Kdimmshuinc, at Newton, a beauti 
ful seat close to the ruins of the once imiguitieeut radio of 
Donne, and hoard another aged gentleman’s vivid recollections 
of all that happened there when John Hume, the author of 
Douglas, and other Hanoverian prisoners, escaped from the 
Highland garrison in I Tho. Proceeding towards the soitives 
of the Teitli, he was received for the iirst time under a roof 
•which, in subsequent years, he regularly revisited, that of 
another of his associates, Buchanan, the young Laird of Pam 
hnsmoro. It was thus that the scenery of Loch Katrine came 
to ho so associated with “ the recollection of many a dear 
friend and merry expedition of former days,” that to compose 
tho Lady of the Lake was “a labour of love, and 1U> lean sti to 
recall the mannevH and incidents introduced.” 1 It was start 
ing from the same house, when the [teem itself hud made 
some progress, that he put; to the test the praelieuhitii v of rid 
mg from tho hanks of Loch Venuaeliar to tlie Castle of Stirling 
1 liitrmluction to Thr Isttli/, 
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ithin the brief space which he had assigned to Fitz-James’s 
rey Bayard, after the duel with Boderiek Dhu; and the prin- 
pal land-marks in the description of that fiery progress are 
many hospitable mansions, all familiar to him at the same 
iriod: — Blairdrummond, the residence of Lord Kaimes; 
ditertyre, that of John Bamsay, the scholar and antiquary 
ow best remembered for his kind and sagacious advice to 
irns); and “the lofty brow of ancient Kier,” the fine seat of 
e chief family of the name of Stirling j from which, to say 
•thing of remoter objects, the prospect has on one hand the 
ck of “ Snowdon,” and in front the field of Bannockburn. 
Another resting place was Craighall, in Perthshire, the seat 
the Battrays, a family related to Mr. Clerk, who accompar 
3 d him. From the position of this striking place, as Mr. 
erk at once perceived, and as the author afterwards confessed 
him, that of Tully- Veolan was faithfully copied; though in 
e description of the house itself, and its gardens, many 
itures were adopted from Bruntsfield and Bavelstone. Mr. 
erk told me that he went through the first chapters of Wav- 
ey without more than a vague suspicion of the new novelist; 
fc that when he read the arrival at Tully-Veolan, his suspicion 
,s converted into certainty, and he handed the book to a 
nmon friend of his and the author’s, saying, “This is 
Dtt’s — and I’ll lay a bet you’ll find such and such things in 
i next chapter.” I hope to be forgiven for mentioning the 
cumstance that flashed conviction. In the course of a ride 
m Craighall, they had both become considerably fagged and 
ited, and Clerk, seeing the smoke of a clachan a little way 
: ore them, ejaculated — “ How agreeable if we should here 
1 in with one of those signposts where a red lion predomi- 
;es over a punch-bowl! ” The phrase happened to tickle 
)tt’s fancy — he often introduced it on similar occasions 
erwards — and at the distance of twenty years Mr. Clerk 
s at no loss to recognise an old acquaintance in the “ huge 
tr” which “predominates” over the stone basin in the 
irtyard of Baron Bradwardine. 

• believe the longest stay was at Meigle in Forfarshire, the 
t of Patrick Murray of Simprim, whose passion for antiq¬ 
ues, especially military antiquities, had peculiarly endeared 
both to Scott and Clerk. Here Adam Fergusson, too, 

3 of the party j and I have often heard them each and all 
3ll on the thousand scenes of adventure and merriment 
ich diversified that visit. In the village churchyard, close 
eath Mr. Murray’s gardens, tradition still points out the 
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tomb of Queen Gueuevor; and Gie whole tlistiit*t abimmlH in 
objects of historical interest. Amidst them they spent. tla-ir 
wandering days, while their evenings passed in the joyous 
festivity of a wealthy young bachelor's estahlishuient, or 
sometimes under the roofs of neighbours less refined than 
their host, the lialmwhuppU'H of the 1 trues of Angus. From 
Moigle they made a trip to Ihmottar Castle, the ruins of the 
huge old fortress of the Earls Marisehall, and it was in the 
churchyard of that place that Scott. then saw for the first 
and last time Fetor Fat,arson, the living Uhl Mortality. Uo 
and Mr. Walker, the minister of the parish, found tin* poor 
man refeshing the epitaphs on the tombs of certain Gumero- 
nians who had fallen under the oppressions of .fames the 
Second’s brief insanity. Being invited into the manse after 
dinner to take a glass of whisky yunoh, “to which he was 
supposed to have no objections," he joined the minister’s party 
accordingly; but “ he was in bad humour,” says Scutt, “ and, to 
use his own phrase, had no freedom for eon vernation. Ills 
spirit had been sorely vexed by hearing, in a certain Abnrdo- 
man kirk, the psalmody directed bv a pitch-pip or some 
similar instrument, which was to Old Mortality the aknuina¬ 
tion of abominations.” 

It was also while he had his headquarters at Meigle at this 
time, that Scott visited for the first time (fhtmmi*, the rest* 
denoe of the Earls of Strathmore, by far the noblest stiecimen 
of the real feudal castle, entire and that had m yet 

come under his inspection. What its iwpect was when he first 
saw it, and how grievously he lamented the change it had 
undergone when he revisited it some years afterwards#, he has 
recorded in one of the most striking passages of his Essay on 
Landscape Gardening. 

The night he spent at the yet unprofaned Gl&mmia in 170*1 
was, as he tells us in his Demonology, ono of the “turn periods 
distant from each other ” at which lie could mmlletst expiri- 
eaeing “that degree of superstitious awe which his country¬ 
men call mri-e .” “ After a v&ry hospitable reception from the 
late Peter Proctor, seneschal of the oastle, I was conducted,” 
he says, “to my apartment in a distant part of the building, 

I must own, that when I heard door after door shut, after my 
conductor had retired, I began to consider myself m too far 
from the living, and somewhat too near the dead,” &n. But 
one of his notes on Waverley touches a certain not unimportant 
part of the story more distmotly ; for w© are there informed, 
that the silver bear of Tully-Vooion, “ the povulttm potaiorium 
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preceding one: the (Ionium chins resumed tlu*ir siltings; twott 
spoke in his debating club on the questions of Parliamentary 
Reform and the Inviolability of the Person of the First Magis¬ 
trate ; his love-affair continued on the same footing ns before; 
— and for the rest, like the young heroes in Uedgauntlet, he 
“swept tho boards of the Parliament. House with the skirts of 
his gown; laughed, and made others laugh; drank claret at 
Bayle’s, Fortune’s, and Walker’s, and ate oysters in tin* ('ov- 
enant Close.” On his desk “ the new novel most in repute lay 
snugly intrenched beneath Stair's Institute, or an open volume 
of Decisions; ” and his dressing-table was littered with “old 
play-bills, letters respecting a meeting of the Faculty, Rules 
of the Speculative, Syllabus of Lectures —all the miscellane¬ 
ous contents of a young advocate’s pocket, which contains 
everything but briefs anil bank-notes.” Ilis professional wen 
pation was still very slender; hut he took a lively interest in 
the proceedings of the criminal court, and more osq»eeially in 
those arising out of the troubled state of the public feeling as 
to politics. 

In the spring of 1794 I find him writing to his friends in 
Roxburghshire with great exultation about the “good spirit” 
manifesting itself among the upper classes of the citizens of 
Edinburgh, and above all, tho organisation of a regiment of 
volunteers, in which his brother Thomas was enrolled m a 
grenadier, while, as he remarks, his own “ unfortunate infirm¬ 
ity” condemned him to be “ a mere spectator of the drills,” 
In the course of the same year, the plan of a corps of volun¬ 
teer light horse was started; and if the recollection of Mr. 
Skene be accurate, the suggestion originally proceeded from 
Scott himself, who certainly had a principal share in its sulme- 
quent success. He writes to his uncle at Rosebank, requesting 
him to be on the look-out for a ‘‘strong gelding, such as would 
suit a stalwart dragoon; ” and intimating his intention to 
part with his collection of Scottish coins, rather than not Is* 
mounted to his mind. The corps, however, was not organised 
for some time j and in the meanwhile he had an opportunity 
of displaying his zeal in a manner which Captain Scott by no 
means considered as so respectable. 

A party of Irish medical students began, towards the end 
of April, to make themselves remarkable in the Edinburgh 
Theatre, where they mustered in a particular comer of the pit, 
and lost no opportunity of Insulting the Loyalists of the boxes, 
by calling for revolutionary tunes, applauding every speech 
that oould bear a seditious meaning, and drowning the national 
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again, and say,-“Y ob, it w too good, hturaa, and dash a tik 
bier of cold wator into his plate. It is easy, l Wore, X 
imagine with what rigidity ho must have enlorml tho ulte ^ 
Catholic severities whitfh marked, m those days, the yearly 
half-yearly retreat of the descendants of John Knox. 
writes: — “I want the assistance of your eloquence to 
vince my honoured father that nature did not mean me eith^ 
for a vagabond or traveling merchant, when she honoured v*> 
with the wandering propensity lately so conspicuously- 
played. X saw Dr. It. yesterday, who in well. I did n^, 
choose to intrude upon tho little lady, this being sermon wee]*. « 
for the same reason we are looking very religious and vev» 
sour at homo. However, it is with mnmfotk tirlon lea rdgh^ 
that in proportion as they are pure themselves, they are e^> 
titled to render uncomfortable those whom they consider ^ 
less perfect” : 

If his father had some reason to complain of want of ardoq^ 
as to the weightier matters of the law, it probably gave hiw 
little consolation to hear, in June 1705, of his iqqwnntment to 
one of the curators of the Advocates’ Library, an office alway^ 
reserved for those members of the Faculty who have the rep^ 
tation of superior zeal in literary affairs. Hr haul for cor 
leagues David Hume, the Professor of Boots Law, and Malcolt^ 
Laing, the historian; and his discharge of his functions 
have given satisfaction, for I find him further nominated, 
March 1796, together with Mr. Robert Cay, — m accomplishes 
gentleman, afterwards Judge of the Admiralty Court in Scot, 
land —to “ put the Faculty’s cabinet of medals in propet 
arrangement.” From the first assumption of the gown, he 
had been accustomed to spend many of his hours in the low- 
gloomy vaults under the Parliament Haute, which then formed 
the only receptacle for their literary and antiquarian collec- 
tions. This habit, it may be supposed, grew by what it fed 
on. MSS. can only be consulted within the library, and his 
Highland and border raids war© constantly suggeotiag inquiries 
as to ancient local history and legends, which could nowhere 
else have been pursued with ©anal advantage, lit became an 
adept in the deciphering of old deeds: and whoever examines 
the rich treasure of the MaoFarl&a MSB., and other* service¬ 
able for the illustration of Hootch topography and genealogy, 
will, I am told, soon become familiar with the marks of his 
early pencil. His reputation for skill in tueh researches 
reached George Chalmers, the celebrated antiquary, then - 
engaged in the preparation of hia Caledonia, They met at 
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stant; — Mr. Boll smiled on hearing tho object of their visit, 
and pointing to a closet, at the corner of his library, bade 
Walter outer and choose. Krom a well-furnished museum of 
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somest skull and pair of erossbones it contained, and wrapping 
thorn in his handkerchief, carried the formidable bundle home 
to George’s Square. The trophies were immediately mounted 
on the top of his little bookcase; and when Wood visited him, 
after many years of absence from this country, he found them 
in possession of a similar position in his dressing-room at 
Abbotsford. 

All this occurred in the beginning of April 171H5. A few 
days afterwards Scott went to pay a visit at a country house, 
where he expected to meet the “lady of his love, Jane 
Anne Cransfcoun was in the secret 'of his attachment, and 
knew, that however doubtful might be Miss Htuart’s feeling 
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haps forward his views in this quarter, by presenting him in 
the character of a printed author. William Krakine fating 
called in to her councils, a few copies of the ballad were 
forthwith thrown off in the most elegant style, and one, richly 
bound and blazoned, followed Scott in the course of a low days 
to the country. Tho verses wore read and approved of, and 
Miss Granstoun at least flattered herself that hit had not made 


his first appearance in typos to no purpose. 1 

In autumn he saw again his favourite haunts in Perthshire 
and Forfarshire, —among others, the residence of Miss Htuart; 
and that his reception was not adequate to his expectations, 
may be gathered from some expressions in a letter addressed 
to him when at Montrose by his confidante, Miss Cranstoun: 
-—“Dear Scott,” — (she says) — “ I bless the gods for conduct¬ 
ing your poor dear soul safely to Perth. When 1 consider 
the wilds, the forests, the lakes, the rocks — and the spirits 
in which you must have whispered to their startled echoes, it 
amazeth me how you escaped. Had you but dismissed your 
little squire and Earwig [a pony], and spent a few days as 
Orlando would have done, au posterity might have profited 
by it; but to trot quietly away, without so much as one nfesam 
to Despair — never talk to me of love again «— never, never, 
never! I am dying for yout collection of exploits. When 
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had owed his copy of Bttrger to a young gentlewoman of high 
German blood, who in 1795 became the wife of lib friend and 
chief Hugh Scott of Harden. She waa daughter of (bunt 
Brtthl of Martkirchen, long Saxon ambassador at the Court 
of St. James’s, by his wife Almeria, (’ountess-Dowager of 
Egremont. The young kinsman was introduced to her noon 
after hor arrival at Mertoun, and his attachment to German 
studies excited her attention and interest. The ballad id’ the 
Wild Huntsman appears to have been executed during the 
month that preceded his first publication; and he was thence¬ 
forth engaged in a succession of versions from the _dramas of 
Meier and Iffland, several of which are still extant in his MH., 
marked 1790 and 1797. Those are all in prose like their 
originals; but he also versified at the same time some lyrical 
fragments of Goethe, as, for example, the Morlachian Ballad, 
“ What yonder glimmers so white on the mountain ’/ ” and the 
song from Claudina von Villa Bella. He consulted his friend 
at Mertoun on all these essays; and I have often heard him 
say, that among those many “ obligations of a distant date 
which remained impressed on hie memory, after a life spent 
in a constant interchange of friendship and kindness,’ 1 he 
counted not as the least the lady’s frankness in correcting 
his Scotticisms, and more especially his Scottish rhyme*. 

His obligations to this lady wore indeed various; but I 
doubt, after all, whether these were the most important. He 
used to say, that she waa the first woman of rmufmhhm that 
took him up; that she used the privileges of her sex and sta¬ 
tion in the truest spirit of kindness: set him right m to a 
thousand little trifles, which no one else would have ventured 
to notice; and, in short, did for him what no one but an ele¬ 
gant woman can do for a youn^ man, whose early days have 
been spent in narrow and provincial circles, “ When f flint 
saw Sir Walter,” she writes to me, “ he was about four or five 
and twenty, but looked much younger. He seemed bashful and 
awkward; but there were from the first such gleams of tmmv 
rior sense and spirit in his conversation, that I was hardly 
surprised when, after our acquaintance had ripened a little, 
I felt myself to be talking with a man of genian. He wag 
most modest about himself, and shewed hit little pieces appar¬ 
ently without any consciousness that they could posses* any 
claim on particular attention. Nothing so easy and good- 
humoured as the way in which he received any Mate I might 
offer,'when he seemed to be tampering with the fang’s English. 
I remember particularly how he laughed at himself, when I 
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He himself attributes this to the contemporaneous appearance 
of so many other translations from Limoro. “ I was coldly 
received,” lie says, “by strangers, but my reputation, began 
rather to increase among my own friends; and on the whole 
I was more bent to show the world that it had neglected some¬ 
thing worth notice than to be affronted by its indifference; 
or rather, to speak candidly, I found pleasure in the literary 
labours in which X had almost by accident become engaged, 
and laboured less in the hope of pleasing others, though cer¬ 
tainly without despair of doing ho, than in pursuit of a new 
and agreeable amusement to myself.” 

In his German studies, Scott acquired, about this time, 
another assistant in Mr. Skene of liubislaw — a gentleman 
considerably his junior, who had just returned to Scotland 
from, a residence of several years in Saxony. Their fondness 
for the same literature, with Scott’s eagerness to profit by 
his new acquaintance’s superior attainment in it, opened an 
intercourse which general similarity of tastes, and I venture 
to add, in many of the most important features of character, 
soon ripened into the familiarity of a tender friendship —«“ An 
intimacy,” Mr. Skene says, in a paper before me, “ of which 
I shall ever think with so much pride — a friendship so pure 
and cordial as to have been able to withstand all the vicissi¬ 
tudes of nearly forty years, without ever having sustained 
even a casual chill from unkind thought or word.” Mr. Skene 
adds — “ During the whole progress of his varied life, to that 
eminent station which he oould not but feel he at length held 
in the estimation, not of his countrymen alone, but of the 
whole world, X never could perceive the slightest shade of 
variance from that simplicity of character with which he 
impressed me on the first hour of our meeting.” 

Among the common tastes which served to knit these friends 
together, was their love of horsemanship, in which, as in all 
other manly exercises, Skene highly excelled j and the fears of 
a French invasion becoming every day more serious, their 
thoughts were turned with corresponding zeal to the project of 
mounted volunteers. “The London Light-horse had set the 
example,” says Mr. Skene; “ but in truth it was to Soottfs 
ardour that this force in the North owed its origin. Unable, 
by reason of his lameness, to serve amongst his friends on 
foot, he had nothing for it but to rouse the spirit of the moss¬ 
trooper, with which he readily inspired all who possessed the 
means of substituting the sabre for the musket.” On the 14th 
February 1797, these friends and many more met and drew up 
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ful source of now social engagements in his troop connexions 

_it certainly could have excited no surprise had his literary 

studies beam found suffering total intermission during this busy 
period. That such was not the ease, however, his correspond¬ 
ence and note-books afford ample evidence. His fre-tmak shows 
that ho made by his first year’s practice L.1'1, da.; by the 
second, L.57, 15s.; by tho third, L.H4, 4s.; by the fourth, L.UO.; 
and in his fifth year at tho Bar —that is, from November 171H5 
to .July 1797 —L. 144, 10b. ; of which L.50 were fees from his 
fathers chamber. He had no turn, at this time of his life, for 
early rising; so that tho regular attendance at the morning 
drills was of itself a strong evidence of his military md; but 
ho must havo, in spite of them, and of all other eireumstances, 
persisted in what was the usual custom of all his earlier life, 
namely, the devotion of the boat hours of tho night to solitary 
study. In general, both as a young man, and in more advanced 
age, his constitution required a good allowance of sleep, and 
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which Captain Scott produced himself in his regimentals, and 
Forgusson also thought proper to bo equipped in the uniform 
of the Edinburgh Volunteers. There was no little rivalry 
among tlio young travellers aa to who should first get presented 
to the unknown beauty of the morning’s ride; but though both 
the gentlemen in scarlet had the ml vantage of being dancing 
partners, their friend succeeded in handing the fair stranger to 
supper — and such was his first introduction to Charlotte Mar¬ 
garet Carpenter. » 

Without the features of a regular beauty, she was rich in 
personal attractions; “a form that was fashioned as light an a 
fay’s; 55 a complexion of the clearest and lightest olive; eyes 
largo, deep-set and dazzling, of the finest Italian brown; and 
a profusion of silken tresses, black as the raven's wing; her 
address hovering between the reserve of a pretty young English¬ 
woman who has not mingled largely in general society, and a 
certain natural archness and gaiety that suited well with the 
accompaniment of a French accent. A lovelier vision, as all 
who remember her in the bloom of her days have assured me, 
could hardly have been imagined; and from that hour the fate 
of the young poet was fixed. 

She was the daughter of Jean Oharpentier, of Lyons, a de¬ 
voted royalist, who held an office under Government, and 
Charlotte Volere, his wife. She and her only brother, Charles 
Oharpentier, had been educated in the Protestant religion of 
their mother, and when their father died, which occurred in 
the beginning of the Revolution, Madame Oharpentier made 
her escape with her children first to Paris, and then to England, 
where they found a warm friend and protector in Arthur, the 
second Marquis of Downshire, who had, in the course of his 
travels in France, formed an intimate acquaintance with the 
family, and, indeed, spent some time under their roof. M. 
Oharpentier had, in his first alarm aa to the coming Revolution, 
invested L.4606 in English securities—part in a mortgage upon 
Lord Downsliire’s estates. On the mother’s death, which oc¬ 
curred soon after her arrival in London, this nobleman took 
on himself the character of sole guardian to her children; and 
Charles Oharpentier received in due time, through his interest, 
an appointment in the service of the East India Company, in 
which he had by this time risen to the lucrative situation of 
commercial resident at Salem. His sister was now maJking a 
little excursion, under the care of the lady who had superin¬ 
tended her education, Miss Jane Nicholson, a daughter of Dr. 
Nicholson, Dean of Exeter, and grand-daughter of William 
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licholson, Bishop of Carlisle, well known, as the editor of 
The English Historical Library.” To some connexions which 
he learned prelate’s family had ever since his time kept up in 
e diocese of Carlisle, Miss Carpenter owed the direction of 
.er summer tour. 

Scott’s father was now in a very feeble state of health, which 
ccounts for his first announcement of this affair being made 
i a letter to his mother; it is undated; — but by this time the 
oung lady had left Gilsland for Carlisle, where she remained 
.ntil her destiny was settled. He says: — “ My dear Mother, — 
should very ill deserve the care and affection with which you 
ave ever regarded me, were I to neglect my duty so far as to 
mit'consulting my father and you in the most important step 
dxich I can possibly take in life, and upon the success of 
rhich my future happiness must depend. It is with pleasure 
think that I can avail myself of your advice and instructions 
a an affair of so great importance as that which I have at 
resent on my hands. You will probably guess from this 
reamble, that I am engaged in a matrimonial plan, which is 
Bally the case. Though my acquaintance with the young lady 
as not been of long standing, this circumstance is in some 
egree counterbalanced by the intimacy in which we have 
.ved, and by the opportunities which that intimacy has af- 
Brded me of remarking her conduct and sentiments on many 
ifferent occasions, some of which were rather of a delicate 
ature, so that in fact I have seen more of her during the few 
r eeks we have been together, than 1 could have done after a 
uch longer acquaintance, shackled by the common forms of 
rdinary life. You will not expect from me a description of 
er person —for which I refer you to my brother, as also for a 
iller account of all the circumstances attending the business 
lan can be comprised in the compass of a letter. Without 
ying into raptures, for I must assure you that my judgment as 
ell as my affections are consulted upon this occasion — without 
ying into raptures, then, I may safely assure you, that her 
unper is sweet and cheerful, her understanding good, and, 
hat I know will give you pleasure, her principles of religion 
Bry serious. I have been very explicit with her upon the 
iture of my expectations, and she thinks she can accommodate 
Brself to the situation which 1 should wish her to hold in 
>cietv as my wife, which, you will easily comprehend, I mean 
xould neither be extravagant nor degrading. Her fortune, 
tough partly dependent upon her brother, who is high in 
fice at Madras, is very considerable — at present L.500 a-year. 
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This, howevor, wo must, in some degree, regard as precarious 
— I moan to the full extent; and indeed, when you know her, 
you will not ho surprised that I regard this circumstance chiefly 
because it removes those prudential considerations which would 
otherwise render our union impossible for the present. Betwixt 
her income and my own professional exertions, I have little 
doubt we will be enabled to hold the rank in society which my 
family and situation entitle me to till. Write to me very fully 
upon this important subject — send me your opinion, your 
advice, and, above all, your blessing.” _ 

Scott remninod in Cumberland until the Jedburgh assizes 
recalled him to bis legal duties. On arriving in that town, he 
immediately sent for his friend Hhortreed, whose Memorandum 
records that the evening of the doth September 1707 was one 
of the most joyous he ever spent. “ Scott,” he says, “ was mir 
beside himsell about Miss Carpenter; — we toasted her twenty 
times over — and sat together, he raving about her, until it 
was one in the morning.” He soon returned to Oumtorliuid ; 
and remained there until various difficulties presented by the 
prudence and prejudices of family connexions had lietm over¬ 
come. It appears that at one stage of the business he had 
seriously contemplated leaving the liar of Edinburgh, and 
establishing himself with his bride (I know not in what 
capacity) in one of the colonies. He attended the Court of 
Session as usual in November; and was married at Carlisle 
during the Christmas recess. I extract the following entries 
from the fly-leaf of his black-letter Bible: — 

“ Secundum mormx majorum Jure de familid Gualtm Scott, 
Jurisconsulti Edmenma, in librum hum mcrum mmu mid eon* 
scripta aunt, 

“ Gualterua Scott, JUim GuaUmi Scott #1 Annm Rutherford, 
natua emt apud Edinam 1 Brno die August* a.i>. 1771. 

“ Socius Fmdtatu Juridicm Edimmk remptun erat 11 mo dir 
Julii, A.n. 1792. 

“In eedmiam Sanctm Maxim apud OarUaU, ummn duMt 
Margaretam Charlottam QarpmU&r, JUkm quondam Joannk 

Olwrpmti&r et Oharlottce Voters, Imgdunmmm 24to dk Ikmm- 

brU 1797,” 1 

1 The aooount In the text of Mi* Carpenter*® origin taw been, I «m 

aware, both spoken and written of m m uaeaadM. one; It had been 
expected that even in 1887 I would not pass in sUenoe a rumour of tarty 
prevalence, which represented her and tor brother m children of Lord 
Downshire by Madame Gharpentte. I did not think It mw y to 
allude to thl® story while any of Sir Walter*® own children wart Una*; 
and 1 presume it will be sufficient for me tosay now, feat neither I, nor, 
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Scott carried his bride to a lodging in George Street, Edin- 
irgli ; a bouse which he had taken, not being quite prepared 
r her reception. The first fortnight was, I believe, sufficient 
convince her husband’s family that, however rashly he had 
rmed the connexion, she had the sterling qualities of a wife, 
otwithstanding some little leaning to the pomps and vanities 
the world, she had made up her mind to find her happiness 
better things ; and so long as their circumstances continued 
,rrow, no woman could have conformed herself to them with 
Dre of good feeling and good sense. I cannot fancy that her 
inners or ideas could ever have amalgamated very well with 
se of her husband’s parents; but the feeble state of the old 
ntleman’s health prevented her from seeing them constantly ; 
d without any affectation of strict intimacy, they soon were, 
always continued to be, very good friends. Anne Scott, 

3 delicate sister to whom the Ashestiel Memoir alludes so 
iderly, speedily formed a warm and sincere attachment for 
3 stranger; but death, in a short time, carried off that filter¬ 
ing creature, who seems to have had much of her brother’s 
aginative and romantic temperament, without his power of 
itrolling it. 

Mrs. Scott’s arrival was welcomed with unmingled delight 
the brothers of The Mountain. The two ladies who had 
merly given life and grace to their society, were both 
ently married. Scott’s house in South Castle Street (soon 
er exchanged for one of the same sort in North Castle Street, 
ich he purchased, and inhabited down to 1826) became now 
at Cranstoun’s and Erskine’s had been while their accout¬ 
red sisters remained with them. The officers of the Light 
rse, too, established a club among themselves, supping once 
eek at each other’s houses in rotation. The lady thus found 
) somewhat different, but both highly agreeable circles ready 
receive her with cordial kindness; and the evening hours 
sed in a round of innocent gaiety, all the arrangements 
ng conducted in a simple and inexpensive fashion, suitable 

•mly believe, any one of them, ever heard either from Sir Waltor, or 
a his wife, or from Miss Nicholson (who survived them both) the 
itest hint as to the rumour in question. There is not an expression in 
preserved correspondence between Soott, the young lady, and the 
■quis, that gives it a shadow of countenance. Lastly, Lady Scott 
lys kept hanging by her bedside, and repeatedly kissed in her dying 
aents, a miniature of her father which is now in my hands ; and it is 
well painted likeness of a handsome gentleman — but I am assured 
features have no resemblance to Lord Dowhshire or any of the Hill 
ily. 
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to young people whoso (lays were mostly lalwmutiH, and very 
few of their purses heavy. Boott and Erskine had always lx’i«n 
fond of the theatre; the pretty bride was passionately so--, 
and I doubt if they ever spent a week in Edinburgh without 
indulging themselves in this amusement But regular dinners 
and crowded assemblies were in those years quite uuthought of. 
Perhaps nowhere else could have been found a society on so 
small a scale including more of vigorous intellect, varied infor¬ 
mation, elegant tastes, and real virtue, affection, and mutual 
confidence. How often have I heard its meud>ers, in the midst 
of the wealth and honours which most of them in due season 
attained, sigh over the recollection of those humbler clays, when 
love and ambition were young and buoyant — and no difference 
of opinion was able to bring oven a momentary chill over the 
warmth of friendship. 

In the summor of 1798 Scott hired a cottage at Laaawade, cm 
the Esk, about six miles from Edinburgh. It is a small house, 
but with one room of good dimensions, which Mrs. Bcotths 
taste set off to advantage at very humble cost — a paddock or 
two — and a garden (commanding a most beautiful view) in 
which Scott delighted to train his flowers and creepers. Never, 
I have heard him say, was he prouder of his handiwork than 
when he had completed the fashioning of a rustic archway, 
now overgrown with hoary ivy, by wav of ornament to the 
entrance from the Edinburgh road. In Nils retreat they spent 
some happy summers, receiving the visits of their few chosen 
friends from the neighbouring city, and wandering at will 
amidst some of the most romantic scenery that Bcotland cau 
boast — Scott's dearest haunt in the days of his boyish Rum¬ 
blings. They had neighbours, too, who were not slow to culti¬ 
vate their acquaintance. With the Clerks of Pennyeuiok, with 
Mackenzie the Man of Feeling, who then occupied the charm¬ 
ing villa of Auchendinny, and with Lord Woodhouselee, Beotfc 
had from an earlier date been familiar; and it was while at 
Lasswade that he formed intimacies, even more important in. 
their results, with the noble families of Melville and Hue- 
clench, both of whom have castles in the same valley. 

“ Sweet are the paths, O passing sweet, 

By Ksk’a fair streams that run, 

O’er airy steep, thro* oopaewood deep 
Impervious to the sun j 

“ Front that fair dome where suit to paid 
By blast of bugle free. 

To Auchendiany’s basal shade, 

And haunted Wbodhouselee. 
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“ Who knows not Melville’s beechy grove, 

And Eoslin’s rocky glen ; 

Dalkeith, which all'the virtues love, 

And classic Hawthornden ? ” 

bher verse reminds ns that 

“There the rapt poet’s step may rove; ” — 

't was amidst these delicious solitudes that he did produce 
pieces which laid the imperishable foundations of all his 
i. It was here, that when his warm heart was beating 
young and happy love, and his whole mind and spirit 
s nerved by new motives for exertion — it was here, that in 
ripened glow of manhood he seems to have first felt some- 
g of his real strength, and poured himself out in those 
udid original ballads which were at once to fix his name, 
must, however, approach these more leisurely. When 
li a.m Erskine was in London in the spring of this year, he 
pened to meet in society with Matthew Gregory Lewis, 
'. for Hindon, whose romance of The Monk, with the bal- 
which it included, had made for him, in those barren days, 
illiant reputation. This good-natured fopling, the pet and 
dhing of certain fashionable circles, was then busy with 
i miscellany which at length came out in 1801, under the 
l 6 of Tales of Wonder, and was beating up in all quarters 
contributions. Erskine shewed Lewis the versions of Le- 
5 and the Wild Huntsman; and when he mentioned that his 
id had other specimens of the German diablerie in his port- 
), the collector anxiously requested that Scott might be en- 
id in his cause; — and he, who was perhaps at all times 
er disposed to hold popular favour as the surest test of lit- 
y merit, and who certainly continued through life to over- 
nate all talents except his own, considered this invitation 
, very flattering compliment. He immediately wrote to 
is, placing whatever pieces he had translated and imitated 
l the German Volhslieder at his disposal. 
l the autumn Lewis made a tour into the north; and Scott 
Allan Cunningham, thirty years afterwards, that he 
ght he had never felt such elation as when the “ Monk ” 
bed him • to dine with him for the first time at his hotel, 
e he gazed on Burns in his seventeenth year, he had seen 
ne enjoying, by general consent, the fame of a poet; and 
is, whatever Scott might, on maturer consideration, think 
is title to such fame, had certainly done him no small ser- 
; for the ballads of Alonzo the Brave, &o., had rekindled 
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effectually in his breast the spark of poetical ambition, Liulj 
Charlotte Campbell (now Bury), always distinguished by hc| 
passion for letters, was ready, “ in pride of rank, in beuuty’j 
bloom/’ to do the honours of Scotland to the Lion of Mayfair 
and Ibelievo Scott’s first introduction to Lewis took place at am 
of her Ladyship’s parties. But they met frequent ly, and, anioiij) 
other places, at Dalkeith — sis witness one of Menu's marginal 
notes, written in 1825, on Lord Byron’s Diary: — “ Lewis won 
fonder of great people than lie ought to have Uum, either m a mail 
of talent or as a man of fashion. I le had al ways dukes and dude 
esses in his mouth, and was pathetically fond of any one that 
had a title. You would have sworn he hud been a parwnu oj 
yesterday, yet he had lived all his life in good mietety, Gin 
person was extremely small and boyish he was indeed this 
least man I ever saw, to lie strictly well and neatly made. | 
remember a picture of him by Maunders lining handed round a| 
Dalkieth House. The artist ltad ingeniously Hung a dark fold, 
ing-mantle around tire form, under which wm half-hid a dagger 
a dark lantern, or some such cutthroat appurtenant*©; with all 
this the features were preserved and ennobled. It pwaiid from 
hand to hand into that of Henry, Duke of BurasWeh, who, 
hearing the general voice affirm that it waa very like, said 
aloud, ‘Like Mat Lewis 1 Why that picture*! like a Man 1 * 
He looked, and lo, Mat Lewis’s head was at his elbow.” 

Lewis spent a day or two with Scott at Musselburgh, where 
the yeomanry corps were in quarters. Scott received him in 
his lodgings, under the roof of an ancient damn, who afforded 
him much amusement by her daily colloquies with the fish- 
women— the Mucklebacketa of the plane. Ilk delight in study¬ 
ing the dialect of these people is well remembered by the «ur- 
vivors of the cavalry, and must have astonished the stranger 
dandy. While walking about before dinner on one of these 
days, Mr. Skene’s recitation of the German Krtegdimi, «Ibr 
Absohied’s Tag ist da” (the day of departure is csom«), de¬ 
lighted both Lewis and the Quarter-Master} Mid the latter pro¬ 
duced next morning that spirited little piece in the same mean* 
ure, which, embodying the volunteer ardour of the time, was; 
forthwith adopted as the troop-song of the Edinburgh Light-*; 
Horse. ■ 

In January 1709, Mr. Lewis appears awtiattng with a; 
bookseller, named Bell, for tea publication of Scott’s version ©fi 
Goethe’s Tragedy, « Goetz von Berliohingsaof th# Iron Han4” 1 
Bell seems finally to have purchased tea copyright far twenty* 
five guineas, and twenty-five more to be paid la mm <a£ a see* 
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bion —which was never railed tor tmltl h*«»g aft«o the 
ht had expired. Lewis writes, “ l have mode Inns 4»* 
undorHUuiu, that, if you mvept i«* >uu;iH a mm, it «d! 
because thi« in your tirol publication ; ” the tint »4 
in 179(1 had Ihhmi rumph’trlv forgotten Tlis ,i Hxm-u 
d accordingly, with Scott# mime »*t» the h!b> p.*g«\ in 
awing February. 

well 1799 , ho carried Ida wife to London, flu-. I'nm: the 
o that lie had noon the metropolis souro the »i,i% ■. »<f to* 

, Tho acquaintance of Lewi# awed to introd-ive him 
i literary and fashionable Hocicty, with winch to* «*.■» 
muHod; but his groat anxiety wiu t« 0*11111*110 the an 
i of the Tower and Westminster AMwy, tiioi 1** mahe 
searches among tin* MHH. of tint Itritwli Mu*mmt I to 
iii Goetz spoken of favourably, on the whole, by tlm 
if the time; but it duets not appear t« havt* altfooted 
attention. The trnt.li its, that, t« have givm Goethe 
g like a fair chance with tin' English public, hm Itr»t 
sight to have been translated at leant ten year* tototr 
itatorH had been more fortuuale than the mautm, and 
■k, which constitutes one of the landmark?* in lb*' h**- 
Gorman literature, had m*t come even into ■>%«•!!'» 
mtil ho luul familiarised hinw* 4 f with the rbio alro-h 
opened, in the puny mimicries of writer* already tor 
He readily discovered the vast, gulf whirl* separated 
from the German dramatists on whom lie bad torot*,. 
n employing himimlf; but the public in general drew 
. diitmctioiw, anti the English Goetz mm m»m lift*"? 
nudemnad to oblivion, through tin* nn*|ii4fitig ridicule 
d on whatever Imre the name of (forman by lit# 
do oarinaturo of Tim Rovers. 

ira^edy of Goethe, however, turn in truth to**%hum In 
. with the wild iduuirdiliei against w hieh < *mmmg ««4 
'died the arrows of their wit ft t« a broad, hold, frw, 
it pioturoatjue delineation of real characters, manner*, 
ute; the first fruits, in a word, of that #4* 

1 for Bh&kaptmro, to which all that in etradtout m tl»« 
maginative literature of Germany mml k- trar^d 
lat delight must Scott have found the itr-ifj*p mt4 wait, 
ir Elizabethan drama revived on » foreign »t il#* 
real master f — with what double it*)t«hii»m*i he hmm 
ifcho seizing for tin* noblest «f art, mml 

f life, iiiiintii, incidents, and tra» auctions, all rlattaitttf 
ired, with those that had from boy hmml fonn«I thoehmiMtt 


84 


LIFE OF SIR WALTER SCOTT . 


theme of his own sympathy and reflexion S In the baronial 
robbers of the Rhino, stern, bloody, anti rapacious, but frank, 
generous, and, after their fashion, courteous™-in their forays 
upon each other’s domains, the besieged castles, the plundered 
herds, the captive knights, the browbeaten bishop, and the 
baffled liege-lord, who vainly strove to quell all these turbu¬ 
lences— Scott had before him a vivid imago of the lifts of his 
own and the rival Border clans, familiarised to him by a hun¬ 
dred nameless minstrels. If it 1m doubtful whether, but for 
Percy’s Reliques, ho would over have thought of editing their 
Ballads, I tlnnk it not less so, whether, but for the Irouluimled 
Goetz, it would ever have flashed upon his mind, that in the wild 
traditions which theses recorded, he had been tmetmseiously 
assembling materials for mores works of high art than the long¬ 
est life could servo him to elaborates. 

Ho executed about the same time his ♦* House of Aspen,” 
rather a nfacimento than a translation from ernes of the minor 
dramatists that had crowded to partake the popularity of 
Goetz. It also was sent to Lewis in London, where, having 
been read and commended by the celebrated actress, Mrs. 
Eaten, it was taken up by Kemble, and I believe actually put 
in rehearsal for the stage. If so, the trial did not encourage 
further preparation, and the notion was abandoned. Discover¬ 
ing the play thirty years after among his papers, Scott sent it 
to the Keepsake of 1829. In the advertisement ho says, “ He 
had lately chanced to look over these scenes with feelings very 
different from those of the adventurous nerind of his literary 
life during which they wore written, and yet with such, per¬ 
haps, as a reformed libertine might regard the illegitimate pro¬ 
duction of an early amour.” He adds, “ there is something to 
be ashamed of, certainly; but, after all, paternal vanity whis¬ 
pers that tli© child has some resemblance to the father.” The 
scenes are interspersed with some lyrics, the numlmrs of which, 
at least, are worthy of attention. One has the metre —and 
not a little of the spirit — of the boat-song of (Jlan-Alpin: — 

“Joy to the victors, the sons of old Aspen, 

Joy to the race of the battle and soar I ” &o. &e. 

_ His return to Edinburgh was accelerated by the tidings of 
his father’s death. This worthy man had had a succession of 
paralytic attacks, under which, mind as well as body had by 
degrees been laid quite prostrate. When the first Chronicles 
of the Oanongate appeared, a near relation of the family said 
to me-—"I had been out of Scotland for some time, and did 
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iow of my good friend’s illness until I reached Edin- 
a few months before his death. Walter carried me to 
im, and warned me that I should see a great change. I 
ie very scene that is here painted of the elder Oroft- 
s sickroom — not a feature different — poor Anne Scott, 
mtlest of creatures, was treated by the fretful patient 
sly like this niece.” I have lived to see the curtain rise 
1 once more on a like scene. 

Thomas Scott continued to manage his father’s business, 
irried early; 1 he was in his circle of society extremely 
-r; and his prospects seemed fair in all things. The 
ty left by the old gentleman was less than had been ex- 
, but sufficient to make ample provision for his widow, 
not inconsiderable addition to the resources of those 
wliom the remainder was divided. 

t’s mother and sister, both much exhausted with their 
ance on a protracted sickbed, and the latter already in 
st stage of the malady which in two years more carried 
so to her grave, spent the greater part of the following 
r and autumn in his cottage at Lasswade. There he 
w again labouring assiduously in the service of Lewis’s 
Dblin repast; ” and in an essay of 1830, he gives us suffi- 
pecimens of the Monk’s Editorial Letters to his contrib- 
the lectures of a “ martinet in rhymes and numbers — 
enough, but useful eventually, as forcing on a young 
unless versifier criticisms absolutely necessary to his 
success.” As to his imperfect rhymes of this period, I 
3 doubt he owed them to his recent zeal about collecting 
llads of the Border. He had, in his familiarity with 
itions so remarkable for merits of a higher order, ceased 
>ffended, as in the days of his devotion to Langhorne 
ckle he would probably have been, with their loose and 
assonances, which are often, in fact, not rhymes at all; 
ae pardonable enough in real minstrelsy, meant to be 
L to moss-troopers with the accompanying tones of the 
e, but certainly not worthy of imitation in verses writ- 
th.e eye of a polished age. Of this carelessness as to 
we see little or nothing in our few specimens of his 
verse, and it does not occur, to any extent that has ever 
uglit worth notice, in his great works. 

Thomas Scott, born Miss Macculloch of Ardwell, was one of the 
L wisest, and most agreeable women I have ever known. She 
>therly affection for all Sir Walter’s family—and she survived 
She died at Canterbury in April 1848, aged 72. 
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But. Lewis’s collection did not engross tin' leisure of this 
summer. It produced also what Scott justly calls His “ first 
serious attempts in verse;” and of these, the earliest appears 
to have been the Gloniinlas. Here the scene is laid in the most 
favourite district of Ida favourite Perthshire Highlands; and 
the Gaelic tradition on which it is founded was far more likely 
to draw out the secret strength of his genius, as well as to 
arrest the feelings of his countrymen, than any subject with 
which the stores of German diablerie could have supplied him. 
It has been alleged, however, that tin* poet makes a German 
use of his Scottish materials; that the legend, as briefly told 
in the simple prose of his preface, is more ujfevliny than the. 
lofty and sonorous stanzjis themselves; that the vague terror 
of the original dream loses, instead of gaining, by the expanded 
elaboration of the detail. There may he something in these 
objections: but no man can pretend to be an impartial critic 
of the piece which first awoke his own childish ear to the power 
of poetry and the melody of verse. 

The next of these compositions was, I believe, the Eve of 
St. John ; in which Scott re-peoples the tower of Bmailholm, 

the awe-inspiring haunt of his infancy; and here he touches, 

for the first time, the one superstition which can still be ap¬ 
pealed to with full and perfect effect; the only one which 
lingers in minds long since weaned from all sympathy with 
the machinery of witches and goblins. And surely this mys¬ 
tery was never touched with more thrilling: skill than in that 
noble ballad. It is the first of his original pieces, too, in which 
he uses the measure of his own favourite Minstrels; a measure 
which the monotony of mediocrity had long and successfully 
been labouring to degrade, but in itself adequate to the expres¬ 
sion of the highest thoughts, as well as the gentlest emotions; 
and capable, in fit hands, of as rich a variety of music as any 
other of modern times. This was written at Mertoun-house in 
the autumn of 1799. Some dilapidations had taken place in 
the tower of Smailholm, and Harden, being informeci of the 
fact, and entreated with needless earnestness by his kinsman 
to arrest the hand of the spoiler, requested playfully a Wind, 
of which Smailholm should be the scene, u the price of his 
assent. 

t Then came The Grey Brother, founded cm another supersti¬ 
tion, which seems to have been almost a® ancient as the belief 
in ghosts; namely, that the holiest service of the alter cannot 
go on in the presence of an unclean person—a heinous sinner 
nnconfeased and unabsolved. The fragmentary form of thla 
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ireatly heightens the awfulness of its tmprvmtmtt , and 
itrucllou ami metre*, the verses which really |«rhmg U* 
>ry appear to me the happiest that have ever l»wn pro 
expressly in imitation «»f the bulbul of the middle age 
sfcanxiw, previously quoted, on the M«'Mtrri *>i the Ikk. 
>r beautiful in themselves, amt however mlere-viing mm 
king the locality of tin* rumpotnturn, hr nun! 1«- Liens n! 
i lapsed into another strain, ami prodm rd \ />.i««>>, » p»r 
which interferes with ami mars tin* general i«* »iure 
rrote at the same {wriod the tine rlmalrous hailad m 
I'lio Fire-King, in which there is more than enough t*» 
is forgive the machinery. 

ta in the course of this autumn that he first visited |h*ih 
Latia, the seat of ArchiSutW Imrd Ihmmlm, wit© l»»*l mm 
idy France! Hcott, sister to Henry l Hike of |tt§re!mir4, 
an whose many amiable virtues wore com limed with 
(linary strength of mituh and who had, from the lira* 
iction of the young poet at Ihdkctth, formed high iititirt 
of his future career, Lady Huuglan wi %» *me of l»m 
friends through life; and now, under her r»n»f, hr ;m 
an acquaintance (begun also nf lhtlkmihi»tih our a h<*»* 
b and accomplishments not Ivm qualified her i*. roimmi^ 
d who still survives to lament the only event tli.it «-«add 
fcerrupted their cordial confidence Lady Ismim 
ir of the celebrated dotm Karl of Hide Thew ladies, 
jre sisters in mind, feeling, arid affection,, he mailed 
moncui the noblest and most interesting tlwt nil Bret land 
w~ alike fmnous in history and nmmnm^i ami lie *m& 
villing to make Both well and Itlaiityrp the fnibjewt mi 
b&Uad; of which, however, only a nrwt and un\mttm% 
m boon recovered. 

naming, during his visit to Both well, was m 

m to tho ruins of Kraignethan Castle, the witt m 
' tho groat Kvamlale branch of the bowse «f 
"the property of laird Hmtgl m; and the g^t 
3tnw with the Hennery* that hia hosts urged him t«* *, 
r hii lifetime, the mm of a small haUtfdde 1m w 
1 within the nitwit of the ancient walk Tim * 4 * 
mo® declined; but circumstances occurred if#, 

he year which rendered it imtwemdde tor hmi t*» wid,. 
summer residence in laut&rkshtrc The c**»tj© &f t *rm& 

■i the original of hi* « Tilliefciidlem,” 

3bi-book of this year has mipjphed the recent cditM** «d 
ry with several other laSIwia in an 
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T^witWandinff all tht‘«o varied mays, and tho charms 
£dktin<miSicd society into which hm reputation had 
X introduced him, hi# friends do not appear to have m yet 
< • a oHerhtcat notion that literature was to \m the 

X"of &s life „ A 1»M~ »f «»' 7fy ««ly ( ,,m, 

ident Mr Kerr of Abbotrulo, congratulates him on Ins hav« 
had more to do at the autumnal assigns of Jedburgh this 
• than on any former occasion, which intelligence he seems 
3 e lf to have communicated with no feeble expressions of 
ifaction “I greatly enjoy this,'*says Kerr, “(loon; and 
l yonr strong sense and hourly ripening knowledge, that 
must rise to the top of tho tree in the Parliament House in 
season I hold as certain as that Murray died I am l Maine 
But don’t let many an Ovid , 1 or rather many a Burns 
icli is better), be lost m you. I rather think men of busi- 
have produced as good poetry in their by-hours as the 
essed regulars ; and I don’t hoc any sufficient reason why 
L President Scott should not ki a famous |«>et (in the vaca- 
time), when we have seen a President Montesquieu step ho 
y beyond the trammels in tho Esprit Hen Loix, I mnq»©ofc 
len would have been a happier man had he hail your pro- 
on. The reasoning talents visible in his verses, assure me 
he would have ruled in Westminster Hall as easily iwt h« 
it Button’s, and he might have found time enough hosidt's 
verything that one really honours his memory for.” This 
.d appears to have entertained, in October ITUfi, the very 
ion as to the profession of literature on which Beott acted 


lgh life. 

iving again given a week to Liddesdaie, in company with 
Shortreed, he spent a few days at Roaeb&nk, anti wm pro- 
g to return to Edinburgh for the winter, when he received 
it which had consequences of importance, 
the early days of Launoelot Whale, he had had for a 
fellow Mr. James Ballantyna, the ©kbit non of a decent 
keeper in Kelso, and their acquaintance had never taen 
■ether broken off, as Scott’s visits to Ronetak were fra* 
, and the other had resided for a time in Edinburgh, when 
ling his education with a view to the profession of a solltik 
Mr. BaUantyne had not been sueoessM in hia attempts 
tablish himself in that branch of the law, and wm now the 
er and editor of a weekly newipaper in his native town, 
sailed at Rosebank on® morning, and requested him old 

How sweet an Ovid, Murray waa our boast; 

How many Martials were In Pulfc’ney lost — JDm eM, If. 170, 
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maintance to supply a few paragraphs on some legal question, 
the day for his Kelso Mail. Scott complied ; and carrying 
> article himself to the printing-office, took with him also 
ne of his recent pieces, designed to appear in Lewis’s Collec- 
. With these, especially, as his Memorandum says, the 
forlachian fragment after Goethe, 55 Ballantyne was charmed, 
d he expressed his regret that Lewis’s book was so long in 
pearing. Scott talked of Lewis with rapture; and, after re- 
ing some of his stanzas, said — “I ought to apologise to you 
: having troubled you with anything of my own when I had 
ings like this for your ear.” — “ I felt at once,” says. Ballan- 
ae, “ that his own verses were far above what Lewis could 
er do, and though, when I said this, he dissented, yet he 
uned pleased with the warmth of my approbation.” At 
rting, Scott threw out a casual observation, that he wondered 
3 old friend did not try to get some little booksellers’ work, 
;o keep his types in play during the rest of the week.” Bal- 
ltyne answered, that such an idea had not before occurred to 
m — that he had no acquaintance with the Edinburgh 
rade ; ” but, if he had, his types were good, and he thought 
could afford to work more cheaply than town-printers, 
tt, “ with his good-humoured smile,” said, — “ You had bet- 
• try what you can do. You have been praising my little 
llads ; suppose you print off a dozen copies or so of as many 
will make a pamphlet, sufficient to let my Edinburgh ac- 
aintances judge of your skill for themselves.” Ballantyne 
sented; and I believe exactly twelve copies of William and 
Len, The Fire-King, The Chase, and a few more of those- 
sees, were thrown off accordingly, with the title (alluding to 
3 long delay of Lewis’s Collection) of “Apology for Tales of 
rror —1799.” This first specimen of a press, afterwards so 
ebrated, pleased Scott; and he said to Ballantyne—“I have 
m for years collecting old Border ballads, and I think I could, 
th little trouble, put together such a selection from them as 
ght make a neat little volume, to sell for four or five sh.il- 
gs. I will talk to some of the booksellers about it when I 
s to Edinburgh, and if the thing goes on, you shall be the 
inter.” Ballantyne highly relished the proposal; and the 
iult of this little experiment changed wholly the course of 
i worldly fortunes, as well as of his friend’s. 

Mr. Ballantyne, after recounting this conversation, says: — 
do not believe that even at this time he seriously contem- 
ited giving himself much to literature; ” but I think a letter 
dressed to Ballantyne, in the following April, affords con- 
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siderable reason to doubt the accuracy of this impression. 
Scott there states, that he and another acquaintance of the 
printer's had been consulting together ns to the feasibility of 
“no less than a total plan of migration froit^ Kelso to Kdiu- 
burgh;” and proceeds to say, that, in his opinion, there was 
then a very favourable opening in Edinburgh for a new printing 
establishment, conducted by a man of talent and education. 
He mentions—besides the chance of a share in the printing of 
law-papers — firstly, a weekly newspaper of the higher class; 
secondly, a monthly magazine; and thirdly, an annual register, 
as undertakings all likely to be well received ; suggests that 
the general publishing trade itself was in a very languid con¬ 
dition ; and ends with a hint that “ pecuniary assistance, if 
wanted, might (no doubt) bo procured on terms of a share, or 
otherwise.” The coincidence of most of these air-drawn 
schemes with things afterwards realised, is certainly very 
striking. At the same time, between October 1799 and April 
1800, there had occurred a change in Hcott’a jmraonal affairs 
very likely to have strengthened, if not originated the design, 
which Ballantyne did not believe him to have seriously enter¬ 
tained at the time of their autumnal interview. 

Shortly after the commencement of the Winter Beseion, the 
office of Sheriff-depufce of Selkirkshire became vacant by the 
death of an early ally of Scott’s, Andrew Plummer of Middle- 
stead, a scholar and antiquary, who had entered with zeal into 
his ballad researches, and whoso name occurs accordingly more 
than once in the notes to the Border Minstrelsy. Perhaps the 
community of their tastes may have had some part In suggest¬ 
ing to the Duke of Bueolauoh, that Bootfe might fitly succeed 
Mr. Plummer in the magistrates. Be that as it might, his 
Grace’s influence was used with Mr. Henry Dundee (after- 
wards Viscount Melville) who in those days had the general 
control of the Crown patronage in Boatload, and was prepared 
to look favourably on Scott’s pretensions to some office of this 
description. Though neither the Duke nor this able Minister 
were at all addicted to literature, they had both Men him im> 
quently under their own roofs, and been pleased with Mu man¬ 
ners and conversation; and he had by this time oome to be on 
terms of affectionate intimacy with some of tee younger metm 
bers of either family. The Earl of Dalkeith (afterwards Duke 
Charles of Buooleuoh), and his brother Lord Montagu, both 
participating with kindred ardour in the military mtetotltm 
of the period, had ( been thrown into his society under cireum* 
stances well qualified to ripen acquaintance into confidence. 
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bar; for broad and water, ami wt.ohh to honks and lectures, 
comprised all within the. bounds of bis wishes; and thus ho 
toiled and battled at the gates of science after science, until 
Ilia unconquerable perseverance carried everything before it; 
and yet with this monastic abstemiousness ami iron hardness 
of will, perplexing those about him by manners and habits 
in which it waa hard to say whether t he moss-trooper or the 
schoolman of former days most prevailed, he waa at heart a 
poet. 

Archibald Constable, in after lifeline of the most eminent 
of British publishers, was at this period the keeper of a small 
book-shop, into which few but. the poor students of Leyden’s 
order had hitherto found their way. Holier, in the course of 
his bibliomanical prow lings, discovered that it contained sumo 
of 

“The small old volumes, dark with tarnished gold,” 

which wore already the Dalilahs of his imagination ; and, more¬ 
over, that the young bookseller had himself a strong taste for 
such charmers. Frequenting the place, accordingly, lie olv- 
served with some curiosity the countenance and gestures of 
another daily visitant, who came not to purchase, evidently, 
but to pore over the more recondite articles —- often balanced 
for hours on a ladder with a folio in Ins hand like Dominie 
Sampson, The English virtuoso was on the look-out for any 
books or MSS. that might be of use to the editor of the pro¬ 
jected “ Minstrelsy,” and some casual colloquy led to the 
discovery that this new stranger was, amidst the endless laby¬ 
rinth of his lore, a master of legend ami tradition — an enthu¬ 
siastic collector and skilful expounder of these very Border 
ballads. Scott heard with much interest Heber’s account of 
liis odd acquaintance, and found, when introduced, the penum 
whose initials, affixed to a series of pieces in verse, chiefly 
translations from Greek, Latin, and the northern languages, 
scattered, during the last three or four yearn, over the pages 
of the “Edinburgh Magazine,” had often much excited bis 
curiosity, as various indications pointed out the Booteh Bor¬ 
der to be the native district of this unknown “ J. U” 

These new friendships led to a great change In f#eyd«n’i 
position, purposes, and prospects. He wwt presently received 
into the best society of Edinburgh, where hi§ uatmufchnt** of 
demeanour does not seem to have at all interfered with the 
general appreciation of his genius, his endowments, and ami¬ 
able virtues. Fixing his ambition on the Bait, where ho ho|M*d 
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o rival the achievements of Sir William Jones, he at length, 
bout the beginning of 1802, obtained the promise of some 
i'terary appointment in the East India Company's service; 
ut when the time drew near, it was discovered that the pat- 
onage of the season had been exhausted, with the exception 
f one surgeon-assistant’s commission — which had been with 
ifhculty secured for him by Mr. William Dundas; who, more- 
ver, was obliged to inform him, that if he accepted it, he must 
e qualified to pass his medical trials within six months. This 
ews, which would have crushed any other man’s hopes to the 
.ust, was only a welcome fillip to the ardour of Leyden. He 
hat same hour grappled with a new science in full confidence 
hat whatever ordinary men could do in three or four years, 
is energy could accomplish in as many months; took his de- 
ree accordingly in the beginning of 1803, having just before 
ublished his beautiful poem, The Scenes of Infancy; sailed 
3 India; raised for himself, within seven short years, the rep- 
tation of the most marvellous of Orientalists; and died, in 
he midst of the proudest hopes, at the same age with Burns 
nd Byron, in 1811. 

But to return: — Leyden was enlisted by Scott in the ser- 
ice of Lewis, and immediately contributed a ballad, called 
'he Elf-King, to the Tales of Terror. Those highly-spirited 
ieces, the Cout of Keeldar, Lord Soulis, and The Mermaid, 
r ere furnished for the original department of Scott’s own col- 
;ction: and the Dissertation on Fairies, prefixed to its second 
lume, “although arranged and digested by the editor, abounds 
nth instances of such curious reading as Leyden only had 
3ad, and was originally compiled by him; ” but not the least 
f his labours was in the collection of the old ballads them- 
dves. When he first conversed with Ballantyne on the subject 
E the proposed work, and the printer signified his belief that 
single volume of moderate size would be sufficient for the 
laterials, Leyden exclaimed — “ Dash it, does Mr. Scott mean 
□.other thin thing like G-oetz of Burlichingen ? I have more 
lan that in my head myself: we shall turn out three or four 
ich volumes at least.” He went to work stoutly in the real- 
lation of these wider views. “In this labour,” says Scott, 
he was equally interested by friendship for the editor, and 
y his own patriotic zeal for the honour of the Scottish borders; 
nd both may be judged of from the following circumstance, 
-n interesting fragment had been obtained of an ancient his- 
U'ical ballad; but the remainder, to the great disturbance of 
le editor and his coadjutor, was not to be recovered. Two 
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days afterwards, while the editor wan sitting with some com¬ 
pany after dinner, a sound was hoard at a distance like that of 
tlie whistling of a to in post through the tot u rigging of the 
vessel which scuds before it. The Bounds increased as they 
approached more near; and hey den <to the great astonishment 
of such of the guests as did not know hint) burst into the room, 
chanting the desiderated ballad with the most enthusiastic goat, 
ure, and all tlie energy of what he used to cull the mto-inuni 
of ids voice. It turned out that he had walked lietwemi forty 
and fifty miles and back again, for the sole purpose of visit¬ 
ing an old person who possessed this precious rmumuit of 
antiquity.” 1 

During the years 1800 arid 1801, the Minstrelsy formed its 
editor’s chief occupation — a labour of love truly, if ever Mitch 
there was j but neither this nor his sheriffship interfered with 
his regular attendance at the Bar, the abandonment of which 
was all this while as far as it c*ver had been from his imagina¬ 
tion, or that of any of his friends. He continued to have hit* 
summer headquarters at Lass wade; ami Bir John Htoddarfc, who 
visited him there in tlie course of Ida HrnttUh tour (published 
'n 1801), dwells on “the simple unostentatious elegance of the 
ottage, and the domestic picture which he there contemplated 
— a man of native kindness and cultivated talent^ t«us«ing tlie 
intervals of a learned profession amidst fteenei highly favour¬ 
able to his poetic inspirations, not in churlish ami rustic noli- 
(rude, but in the daily exercise of the most precious sympathies 
as a husband, a father, and a friend.” His means of hospital¬ 
ity were now much enlarged, and the cottage on it Saturday 
and Sunday at least, was seldom without visitors. 

Among other indications of greater ease in his aircmmHtJutmi, 
vhich I find in his letter-book, he writes to Holier, after hit* 
return to London in May 1800, to roquent hin good ofll«« on 
jehalf of Mrs. Seott, who had “ sot her heart on a phaeton, nt 
mce strong, and low, and handsome, and not to mm% more than 
-hirty guineas; ” which combination of advantages Heber »mua 


1 Essay on the Life of Leyden— MtseoUaaaoii* Vmm, Many tributes 
o his memory are scattered over his frtend'a works, fwtJt prosa and whk» • 
M, above all, Seott dtcl not forget him when exploring;, mm yafter 
ds death, the scenery of The Lord of the Me* t — 


§nen*» sang by hta who stats an more t 
Htg brlffkt mi taMwwwr h o'er, 

AM mat* til# taneful etmine: 
Ottwph'dt*hlg leap of wrt»4 tore, 
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$ found by no moan# easy of attainment. The phaeton 
owovor, discovered; amt its spring* must noon have lwn 
a sufHoient trial, for thin wan "tin' first tt heeled rarrmge 
'er penetrated into Idddenduh* ” namely, iis August t Hist 
iemUhipof the lUitTleurh family now iietfer memo 

'iitroh at his disposal, and Imrd J tilkeith had token «p«- 
,re that thorn should Ik* a kind of pomeer* in «.ulmt? 
lit! reached Hermitage- 

ugh ho hatl not given up fautswado, hi* sheriff d>tp 
it nooea«ary for him that ho should Ik* frequently an 
c Forest, On such occasions ho took up hot h*dgmtf« 
little inn at Clovenford, a favourite fishing slalom **n 
id from Edinburgh to Helkirk. From thin place ho mm hi 
the county town whenever business required his pro*- 
ixd he wan also within a few mites of the vale* of Var 
id Ettrick, where he obtained largo secessions to hk store 
lads. It was in one of these exeurshms that, |»mtoir»t- 
yond Ht. Mary's lake, ho found a hospitable reeeptom «il 
■m of UUwkhmtM, situated on tho ItoiigLmburn, then im 
by a remarkahlo family, to which t have already made 
n — that of William Latdkv, Ho was then si verv 
man, hut the extent of his acquirement* mm already 
enable an tho vigour ami originality of hi« mind t and 
sorrsspondenee when* ** Mir ” |>w»4, at a few hound*, 
ii “ Dear Hir,"and “ Dear Mr, baidkw," tn*‘ Ihm Willie, 
how Kjmedity this now acquaintance Iwil warmed mi« a 
mder affectum, Jaudlaw’s mml almut the ballad?* wm 
by Heott’s anxious endeavours to get tiim removed from 
•e for which, he writes, «* if k m» flattery to my that t*«i 
eh too good,** It wm then, and always owfitin««f to 
opinion, that his friend wm particularly qualified for 
g with advantage on the study of the tuedieai proton* 
utiueh designs, if kaidlaw himself over took them up 
ly, were not ultimately persevered In i and I quest 1**0 
r any worldly ititec#** enwlcl, after all, have ttvmlmlrnmml 
rospk?t of an honorable life spent happily in the **|*«n 
tftture, amidst scenes the mmi captivating'io the eve **f 
and in tho intimate conttdenoe of, prftiifrt,, the gru«t. 
ontemporary minds. 

« Hogg spent ten years of his life in Hm service of 
irllaw’i father, knife he had passed Into th,if of another 
imi«r in a neighbouring valley, liefore fe«u flr^t 
jute, William batdlaw and Hogg were, however, most 
8 mandi, tad tha former took earn that Pas#! »hmM 
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see, without delay, ono whose fondness for the minstrelsy of 
the Iforest was equal to his own, and whose aged mother was 
colebratod for having by heart, several ballads in a more per¬ 
fect form than any other inhabitant of the vale of Kttrlek. 
The personal history of James Hogg must have interested 
Scott oven more than any acquisition of that, sort which he 
owed to this acquaintance with, perhaps, the most remarkable 
man that over wore the maud of a shepherd. Under the garb, 
aspect, and bearing of a rude peasant— und rude enough he 
was in most of these things, even after no inconsiderable experi¬ 
ence of society — Scott found a brother poet, a true son of nat¬ 
ure and genius, hardly conscious of his powers. He had taught 
himself to write by copying the letters of a printed lmok as 
ho lay watching his flock on the hill-side, and hud prolmJbly 
reached the utmost pitch of his ambition, when he first found 
that his artless rhymes could touch the heart of the ewe-milker 
who partook the shelter of his mantle during the passing storm. 
As yet his naturally kind and simple character had not been 
exposed to any of the dangerous flatteries of the world; his 
heart was pure, his enthusiasm buoyant as that of u happy 
ohild; and well as Scott knew that reflection, sagacity, wit, 
and wisdom, were scattered abundantly among the humblest 
rangers of these pastoral solitudes, there was hern a depth ami 
a brightness that filled him with wonder, combined with n quaint 
ness of humour, and a thousand little touches of absurdity, 
which afforded him more entertainment, m l have often heard 
him say, than the best comedy that ever act the pit in u roar. 

Scott opened in the same year a correspondence with the 
venerable Bishop of Dromore, who seems, however, to have 
done little more than express a warm interest in an undertak¬ 
ing so nearly resembling that which will ever keen his own 
name in remembrance. He had more mumm in ms applica¬ 
tions to a more unpromising quarter —namely, with tfoseph 
liitson, the anoient and virulent assailant of Bishop Percy's 
editorial character. This narrow-minded, trnir, and dogmatical 
little word-catcher had hated the very name of a Boutstuan, 
and was utterly incapable of sympathising with any of the 
higher views of his new correspondent Yet the Wand cour¬ 
tesy of Scott disarmed even tfda htdf-orasy pedantf and he 
communicated the stores of his really valuable learning in a 
manner that seems to have greatly surprised all who had 
hitherto held any intercourse with him on antiquarian topi©*. 
It astonished, above all, the amiable and elegant George El lit, 
whose acquaintance was about tie tame time opened to Boot! 
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through their common friend Heber. Mr. Ellis was now busily 
engaged in collecting the materials for liis charming works, en¬ 
titled Specimens of Ancient English Poetry, and Specimens of 
Ancient English Romance. The correspondence between him 
and Scott soon came to be constant. They met personally, 
before many letters had been exchanged, conceived for each 
other a cordial respect and affection, and continued on a foot¬ 
ing of almost brotherly intimacy ever after. To this alliance, 
Scott owed, among other advantages, his early and ready ad¬ 
mission to the acquaintance and familiarity of Ellis’s bosom 
friend, his coadjutor in the Anti-jacobin, and the confidant of 
all his literary schemes, Mr. Canning. 

Scott spent the Christmas of 1801 at Hamilton Palace, in 
Lanarkshire. To Lady Anne Hamilton he had been intro¬ 
duced by her friend, Lady Charlotte Campbell, and both the 
late and present Dukes of Hamilton appear to have partaken 
of Lady Anne’s admiration for G-lenfinlas and the Eve of St. 
John. A morning’s ramble to the majestic ruins of the old 
baronial castle on the precipitous banks of the Evan, and among 
the adjoining remains of the primeval Caledonian forest, sug¬ 
gested to him a ballad, not inferior in execution to any he had 
itherto produced, and especially interesting as the first in 
which he grapples with the world of picturesque incident un¬ 
folded in the authentic annals of Scotland. With the magnifi¬ 
cent localities before him he skilfully interwove the daring 
assassination of the Regent Murray by one of the clansmen of 
“the princely Hamilton.” Had the subject been taken up in 
after years, we might have had another Marmion or Heart of 
Mid-Lothian; for in Cadyow Castle we have the materials and 
Dutline of more than one of the noblest of ballads. 

About two years before this piece began to be handed about 
in Edinburgh, Thomas Campbell had made his appearance there, 
md at once seized a high place in the literary world by his 
1 Pleasures of Hope.” Among the most eager to welcome him 
lad been Scott; and I find the brother-bard thus expressing 
limself concerning the MS. of Cadyow: — “ The verses of Cad- 
row Castle are perpetually ringing in my imagination— 

Where, mightiest of the beasts of chase 
That roam in woody Caledon, 

Crashing the forest in his race, 

The mountain bull comes thundering on — 

md the arrival of Hamilton, when 

Reeking from the recent deed, 

He dashed his carbine on the ground. 

H 
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[ have repeated these linen ho often cm tlie North Bridge, that, 
the whole fraternity of eoarlunen know me by tongue aa I 
pass. To be sure', to a mind in sober, scrums street-walking 
humour, it must bear an appearance of lunacy when one 
stamps with the hurried pace and fervent shake of the head, 
which strong, pithy poetry excites.” 

According to the original intention, the Sir Tristram, an 
imperfect romance, ascribed to Thomas of Krcilcloune, the 
famous old seer and bard of the Border, was to have had a 



In Ms Remarks on the imitation of Popular Poetry, he says; *— 
“When the book came out, the imprint, Kelso, was read with 








which is rather curious. Scott executed a rough sketch of it 


but his friend William Clerk made a better drawing from it; 
and from his, a third and further improved copy was done 
by Hugh Williams, the elegant artist, afterwards known un 
“ Greek Williams .” 1 Scott used to say, the oddest thing of 
all was, that the engraving, founded on the labours of three 
draughtsmen, one of whom could not draw a straight line, and 
the two others had never seen the place mount to foe repre¬ 
sented, was nevertheless pronounced by the natives of Liddes- 
dale to give a very fair notion of the ruins of Hermitage. The 
edition was exhausted in the course of the year, and the terms 
of publication having been that Scott should have half the 
clear profits, Ms share was exactly L.78,10s. — a sum which 
certainly could not have repaid him for the actual expenditure 
incurred in the collection of Ms materials, 

1 His Travels in Gtmm were published In 1880. 














icrs «>} urknowiriigni «h >i 1 'iijiiirnl jo !h»*» !.?r<isis li of 
.lulni DuU.m .1 Ku\|i«iri,:h ti* among t 3 i«> i»umt*'i, am! 
yH flinti it \ ffoiis I.ol.f , 

U tKHUt«.H hi* llm'ITO u\ ilp|>lo|i ills. 81 IV. r , > <trl»of,, 

H JtVl'I'lluWH Will# h«-;irf It’l jufillir, ami rw IS ,f oh 

*xtols hi* jin'Hi-utjifinu n«jn a.i “ ! },«' «,,f •, ,.*i •> 

ri'iisuri* 111 hl’i j»e>«,ns'>tott “ ’H|« s« fuShot , mms./h *■! 

Imirntioll to have hern il<Uiger«»n i f»« j .usoffo-r man . I 

fun* hulii’fi t’HUhMlil W In I J4ls.il I lie 111*'! Ittf A ,»gao1 

litim • Ulni as HUM!) i»Iisr 1.1m ksiiifa » 

mmg, c«r rut i** s r iilmvo the mst, Anita ar?i, " % p, 

l Ji’Ii lit’hl, win 1 liiinriii.il that In't ** l»f|||lil 1 nils unit % / 

th«'H lint HUt vivn t«# l»r*f rapt urea , oWm’*' > 

the Border Bill huh* the first ntnmj; $m ,t «f the f irlplm 
itiahi JeJIoii (tTiWltit *; ** iijhI mtis-fisrfe.'i nilfi 4 f art an 

hut utriuigely oxprrmmd, v»/ that ** th«t |„ aJ | v Ann*- 

’« Lament, ( 'ttWdptikumtr*, *%,- Am , . fo-.mrmofh, |„ r 

1 tmumroH of Burns, and the ronmmtmste 1 ♦ hmtmlaa 
if Bt. John.” 


WpItOli «f the first rhjfral natuiaB* fhr.if 

? h»lti (teorge Klim ilnlifi “ the Un'mwt «4 k*'U. " ff„. 

up to lamilou to nilfivilli'* a«'«jmunfanr!f wj! 1§ j,v,], 

»d “ti hi# return tinier* tlosa t«* in* rj P |4 st in ' - 5 

• think the printing the Brnftmh Aitti»tf»*4v «.»«• .,1 

fist Infillin' rirrni»wl 44 lire# nt 111% }tfo J Lase 

»>* it, in a fmmmiary It util; wisl the Jsr**?i|!«n |,% ul | 4 'SS 
neatis of «|*#‘tttj>jf to me, may adrajih*£frms«h iii#iin W r. 

dtwtiny, I rati never 1 m wtltk’irntfo gmirfol im ihm 
mi utwmmu%ly fake n» my wrffam 1 !$,« y-„ Slff 
at Kel»o run not t«* tny almlitm pkrp f« f ti-r " Ilir 

;w»llw, Konifiiiiiii, rufwirvif to BrotUioi 

an offer for the eojiynght «f tfw % m *Urh%> she 
ttit* 1 no! in | us I, Tlitft wm art't'ptrsi, mill |l mm. at la.«i 
Hip rrbtretii nmmmt m m aeparafe 

cwtt pmnmimi t« the ffeififorn mill® - || r , 

wmciutiwl,* fm fni!« Kill*, m 4M» f>tcnirsi*!i|i M | %■»,>% 
w through my jiirt«iii4f«»fi *»f Mkirkahitr. »!»«**, m 
■ river*, ami tiamp amt 4r% t mm hmr 

. the wry mwnm* of Ktffirk i« m-lnrh 4u, 

'vnr hiivn the hiui{Mu«ttia of wotronung i‘on t vmm mil 
11111 , tril v .ffiiwifl of tfif. ’*|„| || w 


100 


LIFE OF MU WALTER SCOTT. 


swamping and breaking our necks, wo. encountered the formid¬ 
able hardships of sleeping upon peat-stacks, and culling mutton 
slain by no common butcher, but deprived of life by the judg¬ 
ment of God, as a coroner’s inquest would express themselves. 
I liavo, however, not only escaped safe ‘ per varies casus, per 
tot discrimina reruin,’ but returned Iwdvtl with the' tmiauroH 
of oral tradition. The principal result of our inquiries has 
beon a complete and perfect, ropy of Maitland with his Aithl 
Berd Graio, referred to by Douglas in his Pul ice of Honour. 
You may guess the surprise of Leyden and myself when this 
was presented to us, copied down from the recitation of an old 
shophord, by a country farmeu', and with no greater oirnip 
tions than might bo supposed to be introduced by the lapse of 
time, and the ignorance' of reciters.” 

Leyden seems to have spent much of that autumn at the 
Lasawado cottage, and here ho encountered .Joseph Ititsou, 
Their host delighted to detail the scene that oeetirred when Ids 
two rough allies first met at dinner. Well knowing Ritson’a 
holy horror of all animal food, Leyden complained that the 
joint on the table was overdone. “ Indeed, for that matter,” 
cried he, <f meat can never be too little done, and raw is best of 
all.” He sent to the kitchen accordingly for a plate of liter¬ 
ally raw beef, and manfully ate it up, with no aauee but the 
exquisite ruefulness of the Pythagorean’s glances. Mr. It. 
Gillies, a gentleman of the Hootch Bar (since known for soma 
excellent translations from the Gorman), was present another 
day when liitsen was in Beotland. “ In approaching the cot¬ 
tage,” he says, “ I was struck with the exceeding air of neat¬ 
ness that prevailed around. The hand of tasteful cultivation 
had beon there, and all methods employed to convert an ordi¬ 
nary thatohod cottage into a handsome and comfortable al»ode. 
At this early period, Scott was more like the portrait by Saxon, 
engraved for the Lady of the Lake, than to any Mufwequent 
picture. He retained in features and form an impress of that 
elasticity and youthful vivacity, which he used to complain 
wore off after he was forty, and by hi* own account was ex¬ 
changed for the plodding heaviness of an operoae student. I le 
had now, indeed, somewhat of a boyish gaiety of look, and in 
person was tall, slim, and extremely active,” He and Krskino 
were about to start on a walk to Roslin, and Mr. Gillies accom¬ 
panied them. In the course of their walk, Hoott’i foot ilipjmd, 
as he was scrambling towards a cave on the edge of a precipi¬ 
tous bank, and “had there been no trees in the way” (»ya 
this writer), “ ha must have been killed; but midway he was 
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stopped by a large root of hazel, when, instead of struggling, 
which would have made matters greatly worse, he seemed per¬ 
fectly resigned to his fate, and slipped through the tangled 
thicket till lie lay flat on the river’s brink. lie rose in an 
instant from his recumbent attitude, and with a hearty laugh 
called out—How, let me see who else will do the like. He 
scrambled up the cliff with alacrity, and entered the cave, 
where we had a long dialogue.” Even after he was an old and 
hoary man, lie continually encountered such risks with the 
same recklessness. The extraordinary strength of his hands 
and arms was his great reliance in all such difficulties, and if 
he could see anything to lay hold of, he was afraid of no leap, 
or rather hop, that came in his way. Mr. Gillies adds, that 
when they drew near the famous cliapel of Eoslin, Erskine 
expressed a hope that they might, as habitual visitors, escape 
hearing the usual endless story of the old woman that shewed 
the ruins; but Scott answered, “ There is a pleasure in the 
song which none but the songstress knows, and by telling her 
we know it all already, we should make the poor devil 
unhappy.” 

On their return to the cottage, Scott inquired for the learned 
cabbage-eater, who had been expected to dinner. “ Indeed,” 
answered his wife, “you may be happy he is not here—he is 
so very disagreeable. Mr. Leyden, I believe, frightened him 
away.” It turned out that it was even so. When Eitson 
appeared, a round of cold beef was on the luncheon-table, and 
Mrs. Scott, forgetting his peculiar creed, offered him a slice. 
“ The antiquary, in his indignation, expressed himself in such 
outrageous terms to the lady, that Leyden first tried to correct 
him by ridicule, and then, on the madman growing more vio¬ 
lent, became angry in his turn, till at last he threatened, that 
if he were not silent, he would thraw his neck. Scott shook his 
head at this recital, which Leyden observing, grew vehement in 
his own justification. Scott said not a word in reply, but took 
up a large bunch of feathers fastened to a stick, denominated 
a duster, and shook it about the student’s ears till he laughed 
—then changed the subject.” All this is very characteristic of 
the parties. — Scott’s playful aversion to dispute was a trait in 
his mind and manners, that could alone have enabled him to 
make use at one and the same time, and for the same purpose, 
of two such persons as Eitson and Leyden . 1 

Shortly after this visit, Leyden went to London, and in the 
letter that introduced him to Ellis, Scott mentions, among 

1 See Gillies’s Reminiscences of Sir Walter Scott. 
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other things to ho included in the third volume of the Min¬ 
strelsy, “a long jioom ” from his own jinn “a kind of ro¬ 
mance of Border chivalry, in a light-horseman sort of stanza.” 
This refers to the first draught of The Lay of the Lust Min¬ 
strel; and the author’s description of it as being “in a light- 
horseman sort of stanza,” was probably suggested by the cir¬ 
cumstances under which the greater part of that, draught had 
been accomplished. He has told us, in his Introduction of 
1830, that the poem originated in a request of the young and 
lovely Countess of Dalkeith, that he would write a ballad on 
the legend of Gilpin lloruer: that he began it at Lasswade, 
and read tiro opening stanzas, as soon as they were written, to 
Erskino and Craustoun: that their reception of these was 
apparently so cold as to disgust him with what he had done; 
but that dueling, a few days afterwards, that the verses had 
nevertheless excited their curiosity, and haunted their mem¬ 
ory, ho was encouraged to resume the undertaking. Thu scene 
and date of this resumption 1 owe to the recollection of the 
then Cornet of the Light-horse, While the troop were on per¬ 
manent duty at Musselburgh, in the autumnal recess of 1802, 
the Quarter-Master, during a charge on I'ortobello sands, 



whole poem was sketched and filled in with extraordinary 
rapidity, there can be no difficulty in believing. He himself 
says (in the Introduction of 1880), that after lie had once got 
fairly into the vein, it proceeded at the rate of about a canto in 
a week. The Lay, however, like the Tristrom, soon outgrew the 
dimensions which he had originally contemplated; the design 
of including it in the third volume of the Minstrelsy was of 
course abandoned; and it did not appear until nearly throe 
years after that fortunate mishap on the beach of Portobella. 

Next spring, Scott hurried up to London as soon m the Court 
rose, in hopes of seeing Leyden onee more before he left Eng¬ 
land; but he came too late. He thus writes to Bailantyne, on 
the 21st April 1808: — “I have to thank you for the accuracy 
with which the Minstrelsy is thrown oft Longman and Bee® 
are delighted with the printing. I mean this not® to be added, 
by way of advertisement:—‘In the press, and will speedily be 
published, the Lay of the Last Minstrel, by Walter Scott, Esq., 
Editor of the Minstrelsy of the Scottish Border. Alto Sir Tnu- 
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of tho Lay of the Last Minstrol road under an old oak in 
Windsor Forest. 

From tliouoo they proceeded to Oxford, accompanied by 
Hebor; and it was on this occasion that Scott first saw his 
friond’s brother, Reginald, in afterdays the apostolic Bishop 
of Calcutta. Ho had just been declared the successful can¬ 
didate for that year’s poetical prize, and read to Scott at 
breakfast, in Brazen Nose. College, the MS. of his Palestine. 
Scott observed that, in the verses on Solomon’s Temple, one 
striking circumstance had escaped him, namely, that no tools 
wore used in its erection. Reginald retired for a few minutes 
to tho corner of the room, and returned with the beautiful 
linos,— 

» No hammer fell, no ponderous axes rung, 

Like some tall palm the mystic fabric sprung, 

Majestic silence,’* &o. 

After inspecting tho University and Blenheim, Scott re¬ 
turned to Edinburgh, where the completed Minstrelsy was 
published in the end of May. The reprint of the 1st ami 
2d volumes went to 1000 copies — of volume third Messrs. 
Longman had ordered 1500. A complete edition of 1250 
copies followed in 1800; a fourth, also of 1250, in 1810; a 
fifth, of 1500, in 1812; a sixth, of 5(H), in 1820; and since 
then it has been incorporated in Heott’s Collected Poetry, 
Of the Continental and American editions I can say nothing, 
except that they have been very numerous. The laaik was 
soon translated into German, Danish, and H wed mb; and the 
structure of those languages being very favourable to the 
undertaking, the Minstrelsy of tho Scottish Border has thus 
become widely naturalised among nations themselves rich in 
similar treasures of legendanr lore. 

He speaks, in am Essay of his closing years, as if the first 
reception of the Minstrelsy on the south of the Tweed had 
been cold., “ The curiosity of the English,” he says, M was 
not much awakened by poems in the rude garb of antiquity, 
accompanied with notes referring to the obscure feuds of 
barbarous clans, of whose very names civilised history was 
ignorant.” In writing those beautiful Introductions of 1830, 
however, he seems to have trusted entirely to his recollection 
of days long gone by, and he has accordingly let fall many 
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united in the person of a poetical antiquary. From among a 
hundred corruptions ho seized, with instinctive tact, the primi¬ 
tive diction and imagery; ami produced strains in which the 
unbroken energy of half-civilised ages, their stern and deep 
passions, their daring adventures and erne! tragedies, and 
even their rude wild humour, are reflected with almost the 
brightness of a Homeric mirror, interrupted by hardly a blot 
of what deserves to be called vulgarity, and totally free from 
any admixture of artificial scntimenfaliKm. Ah a picture of 
manners, the Scottish Minstrelsy is not surpassed, if equalled, 
by any similar body of poetry preserved in any other country ; 
and it unquestionably owes its superiority in this respect over 
Percy's lieliquos, to the Editor's conscientious fidelity, on the 
one hand, which prevented the introduction of anything new- 
— to his pure taste, on the other, in the balancing of discor¬ 
dant recitations. His introductory essays and notes teemed 
with curious knowledge, not hastily grasped for the occasion, 
but gradually gleaned and sifted by the patient labour of years, 

and presented with an easy, unaffected propriety and elegance 

of arrangement and expression, which it may be doubted if 
he ever materially surpassed in the happiest of his imaginative 
narrations. I well remember, when Waverley was a new book, 
and all the world were puzzling themselves almut its author¬ 
ship, to have heard the Poet of “ The Isle of Palms ” exclaim 
impatiently — “I wonder what all these people are perplexing 
themselves with: have they forgotten the prtm of the Min¬ 
strelsy?" Even had the Editor inserted none of his own 
verse, the work would have contained enough, and more than 
enough, to found a lasting and graceful reputation. 

It is not to he denied, however, that the Minstrelsy of the 
Scottish Border has derived a very large accession of interest 
from the subsequent career of its Editor. One of the critics 
of that day said that the book contained “ the elements of a 
hundred historical romances ^ " — and this critic was a pro¬ 
phetic one. No person who has not gone through its volumes 
lor the express purpose of comparing their contents with his 
great original works, can have formed a conception of the end¬ 
less variety of incidents and images now expanded and embla¬ 
zoned by his mature art, of which the first hints may be found 
either in the text of those primitive ballads, or in the notes, 
which the happy rambles of his youth had gathered together 
for their illustration. In the edition of the Minstrelsy pub¬ 
lished since his death, not a few such instances are pointed 
out; but the list might have been extended far beyond the 
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CHAPTER IV. 


Contributions to tlio Edinburgh lOwitwr - Wordsworth Hogg— Sir 
Tristrera — Removal to AhIichiM — Mungo Park PubllnuUm of Uta 
Lay of Iho Last Minstrel ~ • Partnership with .James lliillantymi — 
Visit to London — Appointment tut Clerk of Session. 1WM 1WKI. 

Shortly aftor the complete Minstrelsy issued from the 
press, Scott made his first appearance us a reviewer. The 
Edinburgh Review had been eommeured in (Mohcr 1802, under 
the superintendence of the Rev. Sydney Smith, with whom, 
during Ids short residence in Scotland, he hud lived on terms 
of groat kindness and familiarity, Mr. Smith soon resigned 
the editorship to Mr. Jeffrey, who had by this time been for 
several years among the most valued of Scott’s friends and 
companions at the Bar 5 and, the new journal Mug far from 
committing itself,to violent polities at the outset, he appreci¬ 
ated the brilliant talents regularly engages! in it far too highly, 
not to be well pleased with the opportunity of occasionally 
exercising his pen in its service. Ilis first contrilmtion was an 
article on Southey’s Amailis of (taul. The reader may now 
traee the sequence of his articles in the (‘olleetive edition of 
his Miscellaneous Prose (183(1). 

During the summer of 1803, his chief literary work was on 
the Sir Tristram, but the Lay of the I/ast Minstrel made prog¬ 
ress at intervals — mostly, it would seem, when he was in 
quarters with his troop of horse, and neemarily without his 
hooks of reference. The resumption of the war (after the 
short peace of Amiens) had given renewed animation to the 
volunteers, and their spirit was kept up during two or three 
years more by the unintermitted threat* of invasion, 11 is letters 
abound in sketches of the camp-life at Musselburgh. To Miss 
Seward, for example, he says, in July« We are assuming a 
very military appearance. Three regiments of militia, with a 
formidable park of artillery^ are encamped just by us. The 
Edinburgh Troop, to which I have the honour to l» quarter¬ 
master, consists entirely of young gentlemen of family, and in, 
of course, admirably well mounted and armed. Them art 
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ur troops in tlie regiment, consisting of yeomanry, 
on faces and muscular forms announce the hardness of 
ate against which they wrestle, and the powers which 
as given them to contend with and subdue it. These 
ve been easily raised in Scotland, the farmers being in 
a high-spirited race of men, fond of active exorcises, 
mt in hardship and fatigue. Tor myself, I must own 
>ne who has, like myself, la ttte un peu exaMfi, ( the 
circumstance of war ’ gives, for a time, a very poig- 
i pleasing sensation. The imposing appearance of 
in particular, and the rush which marks their onset, 
) me to partake highly of the sublime. Perhaps I am 
attached to this sort of sport of swords because my 
quires much active exercise, and a lameness contracted 
ood renders it inconvenient for me to take it otherwise 
horseback. I have, too, a hereditary attachment to 
1 — not, I flatter myself, of the common jockey cast, 
lse I regard him as the kindest and most generous of 
dinate tribes. I hardly even except the dogs; at 
j are usually so much better treated, that compassion 
teed should be thrown into the scale when wo weigh 
iparative merits. My wife (a foreigner) never sees a 
ased without asking what the poor horse has done in 
of pre-existence ? I would fain hope they have been 
r hackney-coachmen, and are only experiencing a re- 
e ill-usage they have formerly inflicted. What think 

in that autumn that Scott first saw Wordsworth, 
amon acquaintance, Stoddart, had so often talked of 
ach other, that they met as if they had not been 
; and they parted friends. 

I Miss Wordsworth had just completed their tour in the 
s, of which so many incidents have since been immor- 
oth in the poet’s verse and in the hardly less poetical 
his sister’s Diary. On the morning of the 17th of 
r, having left their carriage at Roslin, they walked 
valley to Lasswade, and arrived there before Mr. and 
t had risen. “We were received,” Mi'. Wordsworth 
ae, “ with that frank cordiality which, under whatever 
nces I afterwards met him, always marked his man- 
L, indeed, I found him then in every respect — except, 
hat his animal spirits were somewhat higher — pre¬ 
same man that you knew him in later life ; the same 
pertaining conversation, full of anecdote, and averse 
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from disquisition ; the same unaffected modesty about himself; 
the same cheerful and benevolent and hopeful views of man 
and the world, lie partly read and partly recited, sometimes 
in an enthusiastic style of chant, the first four cantos of the 
Lay of the Last Minstrel; and the novelty of the manners, 
the clear picturesque descriptions, and the easy glowing 
energy of much of the verse, greatly delighted mo.” 

After this ha walked with the tourists to Roslin, and prom¬ 
ised to meet them in two days at Melrose. The night before 
they reached Melrose they slept at the little quiet inn of (Jloven- 
fotxl, where, on mentioning his name, they were received with 
all sorts of attention and kindness,—the landlady observing 
that Mr. Beott, “who was a very clover gentleman,” was an old 
friend of the house, and usually spent a good deal of time there 
during the hailing season ; but, indeed, says Mr. Wordsworth, 
“ wherever wo named him, we found the word acted as an open 
seaamum; and I believe that, in the character of the Sheriff's 
friends, we might have counted on a hearty welcome under any 
roof in the Border country.” 

He met them at Melrose on the 19th, and escorted them 
through the Abbey, pouring out his rich stores of history and 
tradition. They then dined together at the inn; but Miss 
Wordsworth observed that there was some difficulty about 
arranging matters for the night, “ the landlady refusing to 
settle anything until she had ascertained from the Sheriff him¬ 
self that he had no objection to sleep in the same room with 
William” Scott was thus far on his way to the Circuit Court 
at Jedburgh, in his capacity of Sheriff, and there his now friends 
again joined him ; but he begged that they would not enter the 
court, “ for,” said ho, “ I realty would not like you to see the sort 
of figure 1 cut there.” They did see him casually, however, in 
his cooked hat and sword, marching in the Jedge’s procession 
to the sound of one cracked trumpet, and were thon not sur¬ 
prised that he should have been a little ashamed of the whole 
ceremonial. He introduced to them his friend William Laidlaw, 
who was attending the court as a juryman, and who, having 
read some of Wordsworth’s verses in a newspaper, was exceed¬ 

ingly anxious to be of the party, when they explored at leisure, 
all me law-business being over, the beautiful valley of the Jed, 
and the ruins of the Castle of Fernieherst, the original fastness 
of the noble family of Lothian. The grove of stately ancient 
elms about and below the ruin was seen to great advantage in 
a fine, grey, breezy autumnal afternoon $ and Mr. Wordsworth 
happened to say, “What life there is in trees! ”— “ How differ- 
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»I 1 lit* iKtllllwl out till’ lltth* fart 

1 friuml l4*y*Iuii hast w*lkt*tl *u «r ptgttf #trry 

m ttip tiKwrn, 44 wlii’ii 11 |«M»r twr-fiiMfril lm»% “ Ff**t»» 
tfht»rt» limy tin* wtiflil, ho Ini ihmn timt »»p»n«i»g 
iw of ft hill, front which they nnthl mw 4 woto t 
ktrtlor iiioimtiiiiw, Hutomhiw, tl«» * 'artor, usi.l llir 

Wifi liMiioiitwl tluil mother thi’ir Pisg.«i|i»itiimt* hi* 

cl {tomtit thorn t« wiikt' al thim tium m\ cintr»»**«» into 
*r kIi’IW of latUIwuhtlo, ” wlmr**," #*M lio, “I ha*« 
a ufttm atwl #0 liiiin, Mutt t tiuif nay I Iw mi a htmiv m 
, m4ic»u»i». M •* Ai«l, iiulwl/* s**l«ls’ Mr Woni* worth, 
>P wo wont with hitti, ho »ri’»tir«l i<» know rt*«*ry |*«|y, 
'hotly l« know mmI like Itini “ I fori* tWy tmimi, .* ■» 
swortlci to fiuraim tlunr jiiiirtit»y hmmwmi hy 
to n»t«rti t*» I^wnwnilo, 

Uromiifti mu Mr, Wtmiswwrtti’jt tiilrnl mm, th»l m tim 
att« 4 iwl ituirli Umn ini|K»ftiiiir« It* lit* Utwmf l«l»nw 
Ation llwiti t*i lit* ImnIU v MftfMitwi, Mitl mmimi 

it« j Mil yvl In* mAp i*f M« pmfomim m if !»• h«4 
lf«a up ttlwcist all hojw **f ortiig liy it j ah 4 pilflt# 
oiftg wiitio to itp pnifltn, »l»nprf«I 1 I 14 I ** l»» mm #nfn 
if ho oliop^ffst iikiw ttiftii It# uhmld mmt 

t*m Ihp t»<»k»Ilfiw4 f 1 

infltlenaB in til* own litoriMPj rmmn'm to 

iwitttti rDtttarkuhlit -*» tii« iitowi «>» Ibi» in* 
rliteh lli et|iw#ti«ti ilrtijit ft*im him, A# to hi* 


ilmwtt ttp Hit nMMutft «f tun MMiUiiit ftwwi mmAhmkm 

r, Wor«bw«irili*i partly tmm tomtom 

whkh to mm »s* fch*«t m to tmA mtm u mm m %9m 
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by no means what they should, have been. “ Immediately,” 
he says, in one of his many memoirs of himself, “ I chose a 
number of traditional facts, and set about imitating the man¬ 
ner of the anoients myself.” These imitations he transmitted 
to Soott, who warmly praised the many striking beauties 
scattered over their rough surface. The next time that busi¬ 
ness carried him to Edinburgh, Scott invited him to dinner, in 
company with Laidlaw, who happened also to be in town, and 
some other admirers of the rustic genius. When Hogg entered 
the drawing-room, Mrs. Soott, being at the time in a delicate 
state of health, was reclining on a sofa. The Shepherd, after 
being presented, and making his best bow, took possession of 
another sofa placed opposite to hers, and stretched himself 
thereupon at all his length *, for, as he said afterwards, 11 1 
thought I could never do wrong to copy the lady of the house.” 
As his dress at this period was precisely that in which any 













of tit!' hollHl* «iItj Hilt mslli 

usage to which her I'lmsf / w .<mjM wd "!“!*** Mhrj* 
rover, remarked nothing ««f «Ii iln-s dined hr ulnv 
k freely, Ulld, 1*1 ji‘h!, iiiir* th*{«*, and <s«*ug, afforded 
merriment, An the ln|t»<*r hoi f„t«ss3t;«if% 

; from Mr. Hcolf, ho ad\ atieed in " ,Hjh« tf„*," and 
i “ Sroti,” “ Waller,*’ and " \\ until, a! smj* 

tirly convulsed tin* whole jl% h> addressmi* Mrs 
“ ('harlotte,” 

Meet inn entitled '* The Mountain Hard ’* «m ro*nl 
Hulled by (‘onatable, tit rotm*t|tteu*'o of Smith* remit* 
ti, anti flits work did »f liwl afford ffugg tm slender 
the reputation for whirls In* had mi hmg Ilitra|*«l || 
however, to |«tir»no the detail# of lit* sl«r%* 
strem whs at length |«ti4t»ls*sl on ll«* 'J4 *»f Mm 
Joiwtiible* who, linw»m*r, «** j«*r|ed «** tilth* |*oj»irhtraty 
fork, that the edition only *»f |h*l i*te|»|r -5 

re wild at ii high price (lw<» guinea.#j, uiherwine ihe* 
b liavi* two enough t« * voter iti** ** %of 
,ng. Mr. Kit is nnd other friend# were **»«*-!* 
thrae arrangement?*; but I dottU not that t ‘«»t* stable 
*t*'f judge than any of t|»«*»i Th** work, however, 
i dutt time of tin* favour attending tts editor ‘a nmw, 
mm twin* reprinted laifure It wa* inidtnM i»» ihr, r*»l 
itioiiM of his j«»etry, It wm nut a performance front 
had ever aiittriinikst any iwtninntfy profit, |«it it 
si &t Irani, if it aid not rain**, hi* reputattott in the 
is fellow-iuithpiarira; arid tits own ( \mrinmnm t m Hi# 
th© original rmtianee, mint always* l*** at) tin ml m a 
ni skill anil dexterity, An hi the argument* of tf**» 
°n, I itltiill not in tht* {dart* attempt any clijMHt**iust 
he story of Trintrem wm flrnt t«l»l in WpUIi, Ammn 
h, or Kngliali vor#**, tliorn t think, Im tm ttrnhl 
l boon told in vorn**, witli mioli mwpvm m to ohUifi 
t«J wntowti, by Tli««ia» of Ktrihhfuno, ami that ih& 
il by Brotfc wm ihtiior tho of tmv «l«ci 

the old Rhymer hiu lay, m thr nhniu 4 Uf 

i litlrwtliifllioii of 'IlniniM’ii name in tliw Hut 4 i«*t**m t 
attwior, bn! tfi#i mithor'ji authority,, um*?*** i** imw* 
m share in rcuiyiiirln^ Ht%m that, the 
insil not the origitinl, tmt tt» «tjsf of m T«^h*b 
in eoiitetiiptirary. Thin f*oint W hm^m bmu 
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rendorod more doubtful by Home quotations in the recent edi¬ 
tion of Warton’s History of English Poetry; lmt the argument 
derived from the enthusiastic cxcUunutum, “ (hid help Hir 
Tristrom tho knight —he fought for .England," still remains; 
and strougor perhaps even than that, in the opinion of modern 
philologists, is the total absence of any Scottish or even North¬ 
umbrian peculiarities in the diction. All this controversy may 
be waived hero, Boott’s object and delight was to revive the 
fame of the iihymer, whose traditional history he had listened 
to while yet an infant among the crags of Hmailholme. He 
had already eelebratod him in a noble ballad; 1 he now devoted 
a volume to elucidate a fragment supposed to la? substantially 
his work; and wo shall find that thirty years after, when the 
lamp of his own genius was all but spent, it could still revive 
and throw out at least soma glimmerings of its original bright¬ 
ness at the name of Thomas of Kroikioune.® 

In tho course of the preceding summer, the Lord-Lieutenant 
of Selkirkshire complained of Scott’s military xeal as inter¬ 
fering sometimes with the discharge of his shrievai functions, 
and took occasion to remind him, that the law, requiring every 
Sheriff to reside at least four month® in the year within lint 
own jurisdiction, had not hitherto been complied with. While, 
in consequence of a renewal of this hint, he was Reeking about 
for some u lodge in the Forest,” his kinsman of Harden sug¬ 
gested that the tower of Amid Wat (the Btammmhkm of their 
family) might be refitted, so as to serve his purpose ; and he 
received the proposal with enthusiastic delight. On a more 
careful inspection of the localities, however, he lieeame sen¬ 
sible that he would be practically at a greater distance from 
county business of all kinds at Harden, than if he were to 
continue at Lasswade, Just at this time, the house of Ashes- 
tiel, situated on the southern bank of tho Tweed, a tew miles 
from Selkirk, became vacant by the death of it® proprietor, 
Colonel Bussell, who had married a sister of Scott’s mother, 
and the consequent dispersion of the family. The young 
Laird of Aahestiel, his cousin, was then In India; and the 
Sheriff took a lease of the house, with a small farm adjoin¬ 
ing. On the 4th May, two days after the Tristram had been 
published- he says to Ellis, who was meditating a northern 
tour— w I have been engaged in travelling btaltwards and 
forwards to Selkirkshire upon little pieces of basinem, just 
important enough to prevent my doing anything to purpose. 

1 See Foelteat WortoJMitim 1841), m STS-ISL 

9 Oeinpw the Fifth Cii^w «f (km$ bmgmm. 
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'lit matter, hmvever, I Iwtvw nehtevini, which h, |>rurttr- 
Bplf it jtliten c»f r»"w« totter*. wlurli will an*** s»« the*® 

migration?! in fill un*, rut tins! I h»»ngl» I §«ifl willi any 
it tin liotlllg© (»u tilt* ti-Jllhn l»f list' Kfak, %f«| «?ll It ft 4 

muniuiT in the* very » riitm «*f tla*. .mm* s*». t« 

t fartn-liiHWi* «»v'«*rls»tngiii|| tin 1 , 4«4 !»»*-,mt*--! m a 

nU inti country " Ami ><n f 1»« !>« tit-M 

sir nut ImiittK' win tiered »* letter ><f f ho t* n\ h "I * ? 

nut ft tfiutilJi »»y »«*■» l-urlv i-» i<\ 

hough Htrnily uml mint, *<■(«' so tth* * !s!<»:in 

tifltl, /**>«f| nhf*-p rnul it$ms‘§ »l##:r|? 4 »«4 Imj»* «r< it ; p ■ *, 
id hi*jx iiinl luul >4 |«-ffrrl sls*^'| 4 't '44 

jndrrutiindm^, w tjirli t* hardly yet rh-w^l *4 them 1 
Mr«. Kiln ttlSI rl/ijt 4 hi l*lh' «li he* f x. 

Kurt'Ht I Kill >4 it hfhif <H'»/ %<4i. VV* (•> 

; hut, ! Il»n su»» h it«< * shin*' , 2 , 4 ..4 4 * ivuU 4 
xumtiful natural «»m| m, ith »h»h tv* »u h'/w* „,U 

It W loot lift mg I 1 <!*< fit l ^ < 4 ) L •« 'a ; 3 4 r 'J 1 ,, 
r<* ofteluiled, th* lit. 1 . i8«3,^ u'ti J * ‘y , . 1 < *- , 

HO thill eifejtwtlfm 4 >;sH *»« - « 14. 1 * * (<•■»*> u *' l u 

mrover il might !«■ m < t 4 «»> « mu,*.- *. 4 ' >. - 4 1 .* 

ur Inn att**ti4|*tf 4 t«» mi** it f m | a 1 1.4 4 *«%■> , 1)*, *, , 

« loth of 1 -HiU, «h*i<S, ' !» » # . V r,. . ) 41 * 

ItwlM’rt fSi« 3if|«n ’14<*<t4t4‘ *15« t ’<> il < t -Hi 

rurml iu Ithn swirrtfnr * IIm n h , : h't p <• . 

tm tlip IHfli, *• ■» man <4 wui* 1 ^«»* 1 i j % ? a s «l 

t»thm« Umnrth In t |ti«n<I», ,in<i mt ta * '1 

nw** wiw h*» twin l» ttiUfM mil* tlw h d at t la* 4 , 4 

ulnr tliPtu |#*nilm t titi»ur!» hi u** 

iii |>r«ft*»i*n»n itlwt *4 »* ^ 4 l,i 4 S ,/ 

i« wimlti, ? rtw* hivi 

« Iwi mw ti» ti, did uni i*fi* |» 5 * « »i 1%?! wi*h 

ilumhln juifi It* wi 4 ‘I m»uit < iU h t 

nil th« dlultilnilwti «»S Ins atiig 3 ! fat\nu*' «m- 

, will cI««Hb tit 4 1^1 nnt iih I|* |i4t 

wfwicl tm by Iwittng ihb a im'smniui ,|] 4 

» of ttw Twivii, with V*V*Hy j| 4 * f t *nn»« ‘** 9 " }|5 n 
1 wwl llkmt tl»li ty wtt* %i 14 k. 


tint mmmmma at il«• «i*fif 1 # if«i|, , tJ ^ t,* )W w % 

©h th* tmmlus at hm$ *kmp m4 *k*m #*»«|» «m» 
to Ih® ttfijftii mi A# »ip| * 4 , 1 *. | m m «A^ 

w»«4« rppMi«i<t mm Uw C|* 4i «f tw $km* 9hmf t 

l^m ffimmmi m tm mtMm ?•**«. *|tm 
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Notwithstanding, however, the 'temptation that this 
: offers, I continue to pursue" my plan, and expect 

settled at Ashestiel in the coin’* 30 of a month, ltose- 
; situated so near the village of JCelso, as hardly to be 
ltly a country residence ; besides, it is hemmed in by 
and ditches, not to mention Duk GS and Lady Dowagers, 
ire had things for little people. Id is expected to sell 
t advantage. I shall buy a moxmitain farm with the 
ie-money, and be quite the Laird of the Cairn and the 

sold Hosebank in the course of the year for L.5000. 
squest ^ made an important chang 0 in his pecuniary 
i, and influenced accordingly tho arrangements of his 
life. Independently of practico at the Bar, and of 

profits, he was now, with his little patrimony, his 
rip, and about L.20O per annum arising from tho stock 
dy settled on his wife, in possession of a fixed rovenue 
.y L.1000 a year. 

itiel will be visited by many for* his sake, as long as 
iy and Marmion are remembered. A more beautiful 
1 for the residence of a poet could not be conceivod. 
ise was then a small one, but, compared with the cot- 
Lasswade, its accommodations were amply sufficient. 
>roached it through an old-fashioned garden, with holly 
and broad, green, terrace walks. On one side, close 
he windows, is a deep ravine, clothed with venerable 
own which a mountain rivulet, is .heard, more than 
its- progress to the Tweed. The river itself is sepa- 
om the high bank on which the house stands only by 
w meadow of the richest verdux-e. Opposite, and all 
are the green hills. The valley there is narrow, and 
ct in every direction is that of perfect pastoral repose, 
ghts immediately behind are those which divide the 
rom the Yarrow ; and the latter celebrated stream lies 
n easy ride, in the course of which the traveller passes 
a variety of the finest mountain scenery in the south 
md. No town is within seven miles but Selkirk, which 
n still smaller and quieter thaix it is now; there was 
wen a gentleman’s family within visiting distance, 

,t Yair, a few miles lower on tlx© Tweed, the ancient 
the Pringles of Whytbank, and. at Uowhill, between 
row and Ettrick, where the Ela-rl of Dalkeith used 
ally to inhabit a small shooting-lodge, which has sine© 
nto a ducal residence. The country all around, with 
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in 


b and there att imdguiiicaut exception, Udottgit to the Hue- 
mh estate ; ho that, whichever way hr chime t« turn, the 
1 of the clan had ample nmiu and verge enough for every 
!ety of field HjM*rt ; and Inn in; thru in l hr prime vigour of 
diood, ho wiw not tduw to profit by thone advantages 
Ultimo, the eonecrmi of lus own little farm, and the care 
da absent rohifios»*» wihhIh, gave )mu healthful occupation 
hn interval# of the chase; imd he had tong, solitary »'«« 
i for the uninterrupted exercise of hot j*en , j^rhaps, «*u 
whole, ladter upj*ort unities of atudy than he had 
ived before, or was to meet with *daew here in later day j* 
nien he first examined Aahcnttef, with a view to i»oiitg hn* 
iiri’s tenant, he thought of taking home dtuun Hogg to 
•riutoud tin* sheep farm, and keep watch over the l$«*snw 
during tlie winter. I him not aide to toll exactly in what 
tier this projamul fell to the ground; hut m truth the 
•iff had hardly fieeu a week in of Ins u**w 

lunit, fieforv hi* mode arnuniututioe with a character much 
sir hu ited to hi# purpose than daiue» Hogg »’o>r could hare 
.. 1 mean Imlieut Thouuw 1‘tirdie, Imi faithful ser* ant 

ifTectiuuatoly devoted humhle friend from tl»i» time until 
h parted them, Tom waa first brought licforo Inin, in Inn 
city of Hhcnif, on a charge of | teaching, when the j**w»r 
w gave hucIi a touching nremu»i of Ins rimmiauncw, 

Pe, uml l know not how many children, defending «>n lu« 
ti»n» —work ftcnice and grouse at mm taut, and *11 tins 
a ini store of mid idy humour, tliat the Sheriff** hr-art 
movtxi, Tom eacajanl the j*euuity of the law taken 

employ men t m shepherd, ami shewed »neh m» I, nrttvity, 
«hrewdnea« in that rajutmiy, that Scott never Imtl attif 
don to rejamt of the step he soon afterward* t«w»k, n# 
loting him to the |wmitum which hint tw*rtt originally 
ftd to diuiioa Hogg. 

wan iUito alamt the same lime tliat he tn*»l» into hi* «** 

M coachman Tutor Muihtemm, hmtlierdti law to Thwttt** 
ift, another faithful servant, who never aft*r»»S* left 
Mid itill (1E4M) survive# In* kind master. HrotTs 
management of the little phaeton hint *x|M*»ed U%» wife 
»» than one jmriloti* overturn, U'fur* he agreed «« mA up 
w* 1 damage, and call tt* the assistance of tin* steady 
otmt. * 

inng this fttttiiitni Hw»lt furinnl the personal swottiM it tarns* 
ttttgo Park, the celehmtorl victim «»f Africa** Aimmmm 
di return from hit flint exjsrdstum, l*mk miAmwtmmA to 
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establish himself as a medical practitioner in the town of 
Hawick, but the drudgorioH oi that culling in hiu*U a uintrict 
soon exhausted his ardent temper, and he was now living in 
seclusion in his native cottage at Kowlaheila on the Yarrow, 
nearly opposite Newark Castle. His brother, Archibald Park 
(then tenant of a large farm on the BuceUmeh estate), a man 
remarkable for strength both of mind and body, introduced the 
traveller to the Sheriff. They soon became much attached 
to each other j and Scott supplied »om« interesting anecdotes 
of their brief intercourse to Mr. Wislmw, the editor of Park’s 
Posthumous Journal, with which I shall blend a lew minor 
circumstances, gathered from him in conversation long after¬ 
wards. “On one occasion,” he says, "the traveller communi¬ 
cated some very remarkable adventures which had Irnfallen him 
in Africa, but which he had not recorded in his liook,” On 
Scott’s asking the cause of this silence, Mungo answered," That 
in all cases where he had information to communicate, which 
he thought of importance to the public, he had stated the facta 
boldly, leaving it to his readers to give such credit to hia state* 
ments as they might appear justly to deserve; but that he 
would not shock their faith, or render his travels more mar¬ 
vellous, by introducing circumstances, which, however true, 
were of little or no moment, as they related solely to his own 
personal adventures and escapes*” This reply struck Hcotfc as 
highly characteristic of the man; and though strongly tempted 
to set down some of these marvels for Mr, Wishaw’a use, he 
on reflection abstained from doing so, holding it unfair to 
record what the adventurer had deliberately chosen to suppress 
in his own narrative. He confirms the account given by Park’s 
biographer of his cold and reserved manners to strangers; and, 
in particular, of hia disgust with the imlitmi questions which 
curious visitors would often put to him upon the subject of his 
travels. “This practice,” said Mungo, “exposes mo to two 
risks 5 either that I may not understand the questions meant 
to be put, or that my answers to them may be miaoormtrucKl; ” 
and he contrasted such conduct with the fmnknti# of Hoatt'ft 
revered friend Dr. Adam PargtuRon, who, the very first day the 
traveller dined with him at Hallyardi, spread a Itwjp map of 
Africa on the table, and mad© him trace out hia progrett# there¬ 
upon, inch by inch, questioning him minutely as to ©very atop 
he had taken, “ Here, however,” say® Scott, u Dr, F. wu 
using a privilege to which he ws§ well entitled by hia ven- 
erable age and high literary character, hut which could not 
have been exercised with propriety by any common stranger*” 



MVNUO VAHK, 


till 


a ]Hng one* day at. KowIhIiciIh, and not finding 1 ‘urk at 
tl. walked in aeiirch of him along 11 **» haute of' the* Yarrow, 
c*h in that ncigid»»mrlu»od juifisini mor 4urium* ledges *4 iwl, 
rung dec|* jmh» 1 h and eddie,-* l«*t»mi tin m Presently he 
overod IttH frtniid afundiug alone on the h.ink, |>kin. h uog one 
10 after another into tho wafer, and « aU lung .u» %. u<nnl\ tip’ 
bleu as thoy rone t«» t ho sou fa« «■ " 1 iu-t/’ <.*; 1 m »>tt, " »ij» 

-H but un idle umuaeiuetst lor one w h«> h.w •>>> mu-J» 

ring mlvoitt urc," *' Not »n nil**, ,*.*> 4 *■ 1 *. u] 1-* 

,vcred Mungo; '• Thi« was tho manm-i ui » Li h I ■ * n >t 
rt4un the depth of a 1 tver in Afnot tadore 1 \<* u?snot ?•» 
H Jt • judging whether the «tlri|s|#t Would he i.dr, In the 
! Uu* bubbles of 111 s took to »t»rriid,** At litis time Ikuk'a 
tit toll of it swolid expedition had never \wtm re*ended to 
,t; but ho instantly form* 4 *! the ontiituti that those ex|*m- 
farm Yarrow worn connected with mieh §«ir§Mti*, 

i» thoughts* had always continued to i«r» haunted trilft 
ca, lb* told Heutt, that whenever he awoke suddenly m 
night, owing to a nervous disorder with nhn h bo mm 
bind, ho fancied himself still a j*r pmmh’ 1 in t|»e lent of 
, but will’ll III * 1 I*wt expressed some surprise Unit ho 
git again to roviatf those he answered, Unit !»** would 

or bravo Africa and nil its horrors, t !mm weai mil lua life 
mg and toilwonn* mien over tin* hilh of tvotiand, for mlwU 
remuneration was* hardly enough in keep *toiii and l»«ly 
fcher. 

■iwartli tin* and of the autumn, when about to mai Sn» 
itry for the lout time, tbirli paid Hr oil # farewell 
alepfc at Ashwliel, Next morning hie l«»«i *rri»f«j*ni$iw| 
homeward* over tin* wild chain of lull® hnimmm t||« 
wi and the Yarrow Park talked much of In* new 
mentioned hot dnU*r«uriatioti l« toll iua family tl$*l lw» had 
1 biwiiif**# for a day or two m Mdlmhmgh, and «n»l ilmm 
dwiiing from tlmnw, withmit rrturiiiiig »«* take Up 

tnarriml, not long before, a t»r«dt y ami aiombl** a#i4 

1 thuy rwn’hwl tlio WtUlmnm*}** mb(t % the antnmrml im«t 
Ing heavily and slowly down the valley »f the V»rr*#w f “ 
intet to Bwiifc’i iiii»pn«ii«u “a »tnkm« emblem *4 tlrn 
M«tl Mid unwrtain |»roaj**a 4 whndi hm nndertakiog 
»d, M If# mntdtml, howrvor, nuahahou, and *1 length they 
i«l t tlm »|»4 nt which they haul agrwd t« A 

l ditch divided the floor from tlie r«wi, Atwl in gwitin 
h«r«« slfittiMetl, and nearly frll « I #» 
m n »«d An ttlwrif* »li»| U m\ml nmmn m t*» whtrh 
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he answered, smiling, “ FreUx (omens) follow those who look 
to them.” With this expression Mungo struck the spurs into 
his horse, and So.ott never saw him again. His parting proverb, 
by the way, was probably suggested by one of the Border 
ballads, in which species of lore he was almost as great a 
proficient as the Sheri IT himself; for we read in Kdmu o’ 
Gordon, — 

“ Thom looks to froits, my imisUT dear, 

Then freita will follow thorn.” 

The brother of Mungo Bark remained in Scott's neighbour¬ 
hood for some years, and was frequently his eompanion in his 
mountain rides. Though a man of the most dauntless tempera¬ 
ment, ho was often alarmed at Scott’s reek less horsemanship. 
“ The do’il’s in ye, Slierra,” he would say; “ ye’ll never halt 
till they bring you hamo with your feet foremost.” He rose 
greatly in favour, in consequence of the gallantry with which 
he assisted the Sheriff in seizing a gipsy, accused of murder, 
from amidst a group of similar desperadoes, on whom they had 
oome unexpectedly m a desolate part of the country. 

To return to the Lay of the Last Minstrel: Kills, understand¬ 
ing it to be now nearly ready for the press, writes to Scott, 
urging him to set it forth with some engraved illustrations 
if possible, after Floxman, whoso splendid designs from Homer 
had shortly before made their apparance. He answers, 
August 21— “I should fear Flaxman’s genius is too classic 
to stoop to body forth my Gothic, Borderers. Would there 
not be some risk of their resembling the antique of Homer’s 
heroes, rather than the iron race of Halvator ? I should like 
at least to be at his elbow when at work. I wish very much 
I could have sent you the Lay while in MB., to have fuul the 
advantage of your opinion and corrections. But Ballantyne 
galled my kibes so severely during an unusual fit of activity, 
that 1 gave him the whole story in a sort of |«it Imth with him 
and with it.” 

There is a circumstance which must already have struck such 
of my readers as knew the author in his latter days, namely, 
the readiness with which ho seems to have communicated tit is 
poem, in its progress, not only to his own familiar friends, but 
to new and casual acquaintances. We shall find him following 
the same course with his Marmitm —but not, I think, with 
any of his subsequent works. His determination to consult 
the movements or his own mind alone in the conduct of hit 
pieces, was probably taken before he began the Lay j and he 
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n romd vod to Irusd for tho dntontion of minor iiMoounou** 
Uvo pornoim only «) union } in! butty no and William Kraktno 
o printer wtw himuolf a must of euu.adornblo Jitornry talonl*: 
own atylo haul tin* iwurnhlo faults of punijMiruty and ftffoo 
'on; but hi* oyn for moro vouinl i*rt«r:t at tho writing?* of 
t*rn wan quirk, anti, though hi« pors«»tml uddnvr, nns apt to 
o a ntrmigor tin* jstipr* ,p *?iio{» «*! stuum onti, h«* uan m rr.tht v 
hnuoat man, nut! ounvoyod las uttml «»u ntuh matirr-i with 
sal oautlour itjnl drhrary during tin* wiudi* »»f Sroti'n bnSl 
t oaroor. In tin* vimt m.tjorti) of ittstiuirrs lu* found lu» 
uul iwquioarn at ourn in* tin* juoprioly of bin miggonlinurt, 
thorn oorlamlv won* fauna, though ran*, tit whioh hut 
doo to ultor things of murh utoro oofsfioqmnsoo lltiisi a word 
% rliymo, vma frankly londorod, and on dtdiU'ratmu atloj»f«I 
Houtt. Mr. Kwkifto wna tin* roforoo whouovor tho tutol 
itatod about taking tho hint* of tho smnhma tyj«»grapi*or; 
l his rofmod laato and gnntln mannor* rondorod hut ontioai 
anon highly valunblo, With two «tn*h faithful fnoiidu 
hirt hi* ronoh, tho author of tho Lay might salofy «Ii»|«*t»w 
h Bonding hi* MS. to l*o roviand ovon by Hnorgn Klltn, 
n tho first wook of Jiiininrv iHUfi, Tho bay pub 

uid j aud its mtiTotm at om*o dooidod that Ittoruturn »h*«iltl 
t« tho main butunowt of Soott’a hfo, I ahull n»»t monk tho 
dor with many word* iws to tho montn of a j«*om whioh Um 
r kopt it* piano for mmrly half a oontury; but «*»«* or two 
Litioual romark* un tho hiwtciry of tho ri»m|M»tstfion may lw> 
dunod. 

t ii tnirious to traoo tho small 1 loginning* and gradual do- 
iptuotit of lit* doiipi, Tho lovoly Count**** of Ibrlkoitli 
m, it wild rudo logout! of lUmior #l»«Wi+riV, am! *tM*rttvo|y 
a him to niiiko it tho tuilijwt »»f a l«llnii. Ho had l«*o»i 
tfidy lalmuring itt tho iditoulafcmti t*f tho «* ipuimt logits " 
ribml to an anoiont mn*r and laird of tho unttio distrint, and 
httiit tunnplotnd hi# own antguol, iutomhug tho wlndo t« I* 
ittdwl in ttio third voltmto of tho Miuatrolny. Ho ttJtiwfsi* f» 
ly ihdkoith'ii roquo«t, and ouata aliout for *os«o now variety 
(lioticin and rhytno, whioh might l*o m\t*\*Un\ wtthmit im 
prioty in a olminit at min for tho aamo OfillortiMii. Sir .l*d»n 
ddart’i oMiial mntaticm, a yoar nr two Imforo, of t ‘olmtb'oV 
subliahiMi Uhriatabol, hmi fiircl tho tmtato of that tioblr frag- 
it in hia inomorv i aud it m;o«ra to him, that by throwing 
ftary nf (lilfiiii Harnor inti* nomowhsat of a similar oai|otiro # 
might produno iiioli an who of tho into? mot rim! mmanoo* 
fonki mm to oonniwt his Vmmimitm of tint primitivo Hir 
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Tristrem with his imitations of tho common popular ballad in 
the G-rey Brother and Eve of St John. A single scene of 
feudal festivity in the hall of Hmnksome, disturbed by some 
pranks of a nondescript goblin, was probably all that he con¬ 
templated ; but his accidental confinement in the midst of a 
volunteer camp gave him leisure to meditate his theme, to the 
sound of the bugle;-—and suddenly there flashes on him the 
idea of extending his simple outline, so as to embrace a vivid 
panorama of that old Border life of war and. tumult, and all 
earnest passions, with which his researches on the Min¬ 
strelsy had by degrees fed his imagination, until even the 
minutest feature had been taken home and realised with un¬ 
conscious intoiiHonusH of sympathy; so that he had won for 
himself in the past, another world, hardly less complete or 
familiar than the present. Krskine or Dranstoun suggests that 



hill that the Countess of Dalkeith rcwpiested a Imllad on Gilpin 
Horner. The ruined castle of Newark ekwely adjoins* that 
seat, and is now indeed included within its pltHtmwtf, Newark 
had been the chosen residence of the first Duchess of Bueoloueh, 
and he accordingly shadows out his own beautiful friend in the 
person of her lord’s ancestress, the last of the original stock of 
that great house; himself the favoured inmate of Bowhill, in¬ 
troduced certainly to the familiarity of its circle in consequence 
of his devotion to the poetry of a by-past age, in that of an 
aged minstrel, " the last of all the race/* seeking shelter at the 
gate, of Newark, in days when many an adherent of the fallen 
cause of Stuart, —• his own bearded ancestor, who hod /might at 
MUiwrmhie, among the rest, —- owed their safety to her who 


“In p 
Had 


ride of power, In beauty's bloom, 
wept o’er Monmouth’s bloody tomb. 


M 


The arch allusions which run through all those Idmlustim*, 
without in the least interrupting Dm truth and graceful pafeh©« 
of their main impression, seem to me exquisitely charaoteritiDc 
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Tristrem with his imifafbum of the common popular }>;tl!ucl 
tho (Jroy Brother and Kve of St. .John. A single wenn 
feudal festivity in the hall of Branbome, dmfurhed l.\ .sum,, 
pranks of a nondescript goblin, was probably ail that hr con¬ 
templated ; but, his occidental confinement m the mnbf of lXt 
volunteer camp gave him leisure to mcddalo his theme to th<» 

sound of tho bugle;-.and suddenly there lla-die* on him thn 

idoa of extending his simple outline, so a;, to embrace a vivid 
panorama of that old Border life of war and tumult, and all 
earnest passions, with which his rrseoivlie < >*n the Min¬ 
strelsy had by degrees fed his imagination, unfd men t.Un 
minutest. feature lead been taken home and leuhsed vufh tm. 
conscious intouHeno.ss id* sympathy; so that he had non JCoi- 
hiiustdf in tho past, another world, hardly Iomh eoinplete 
familiar than the present. Krskine or t 'runstumi suggests ihmb 
lie would do ivell to dividt* tin* poem into cantos, and prefix tvo 
each of them a motto explanatory of the art ion, after the fashion 
of Spenser in the Faery Queen, lie pauses lor a moment-—, 
and the happiest eoueeptinu of the framework of a pictureMqun 
narrative that ever oeeurred to any poet one that Humor 
might have envied— the creation of the aueieut har|«>r, Htarl.H 
to life. By such steps did the Lay of the Last Minstrel grow 
out of the Minstrelsy of the Henfhsli Border, 

A word more of its felicitous machinery. It was at Bow- 
hill that the dountess of Halkeith retpien(i«d a ballad on US!pin 
Horner. The ruined castle of Newark closely ndjottiH thnti 
scat, and is now indeed ineluded within iNe%viu»U. 
had been the chosen residence of the first IhieliesHof Bucehuieli, 
and lie accordingly shadows nut his mvn beautiful Fneiid tu tlm 
person of her lorit’s ancestress, (he last of the original stock of 
that great house; hinistdf the favoured inmate of Bowhill, in¬ 
troduced certainly to the familiarity of its circle m enu*e«|uenm?i 
of his devotion to the poetry of a by-post age, m that of nn 
aged minstrel, « the last of all the race," seeking shelter at tho 
gate of Newark, in days when many an adherent of the falleni 
cause of Htuart, — his’own Huurdotfanreator, who hmi Jhmjht (jtf 
ICillieorankie, among tho rest, — owed their safety to her who 

u In pride of jxiwer, in beauty's* bloom, 

Had wept o’er MomutmUi** bloody tomb." 

The arch allusions which run through all those In(rmludior\& t 
without in the least interrupting the truth and graceful jmthof* 
of their main impression, seem to me exiptisitely ehairitoteriHfcics 


30tt, whose delight and pride was to play with the genius 
h nevertheless mastered him at will. For, in truth, what 
^> lves works their unique and marking charm, 

pt the matchless effect which sudden effusions of the pure- 
Leart-blood of nature derive from their being poured out, 

1 appearance involuntarily, amidst diction and sentiment 
equally in the mould of the busy world, and the seemingly 
tual desire to dwell on nothing but what might be likelv 
sicite curiosity, without too much disturbing deeper feel- 
i ki the saloons, of polished life ? Such outbursts come 
i dramatically in all his writings; but in the interludes 
passionate parentheses of the Lay of the Last Minstrel we 
> the poet’s own inner soul and temperament laid bare and 
bbing. before us. Even here, indeed, he has a mask, and 
rasts it — but fortunately it is a transparent one. 
any minor personal allusions have been explained in the 
s to the last edition of the Lay. It was hardly necessary 
l then to say that the choice of the hero had been dictated 
he poet’s affection for the living descendants of the Baron 
ranstoun; and now — none who have perused the preceding 
is can doubt that he had dressed out his Margaret of Brank- 
e in the form and features of his own first love. This 
n may he considered as the “ bright consummate flower ” in 
ih all the dearest dreams of his youthful fancy had at 
th found expansion for their strength, spirit, tenderness, 
beauty. 

1 the closing lines — 

“ Hush’d is the harp—the Minstrel gone ; 

And did he wander forth alone ?. 

Ho ! — close beneath proud Newark’s tower 
Arose the Minstrel’s humble bower,” &c. 

i these charming lines he has embodied what was, at the 
i when he penned them, the chief day-dream of Ashestiel. 
m the moment that his uncle’s death placed a considerable 
of ready money at his command, he pleased himself, as 
have seen, with the idea of buying a mountain farm, and 
jming not only the “sheriff” (as he had in former days 
ghted to call himself), but “the laird of the cairn and the 
lr.” While he was “labouring doucemmt at the Lay” (as 
me of his letters he expresses it), during the recess of 1804, 
umstances rendered it next to certain that the small estate 
Broadmeadows, situated just over against the ruins of 
srark, on the northern bank of the Yarrow, would soon be 
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exposed to sale; and many a time, did he ride round it in 
company with Lord and Lady Dalkeith, 

“ When Hummer smiled on Sweet Unwhill," 

surveying the beautiful little domain with wistful eyes, and 
anticipating that 

“ There would lit* sing achievement high 
And circumstance, of chivalry, 

Ami Yarrow, an ho rolled along, 

Bear burden to the Minstrel's song.” 

I consider it as, in one point, of view, the greatest, misfortune 
of his life that this vision was not realised; lmt. the sueress 
of the poem itself ehanged “ the. spirit, of his dream." The 
favour which it. at once attained had not been equalled in the 
case of any one poem of considerable length during at. least, 
two generations: it certainly had not been approached in the 
case of any narrative poem since the days of Drydeu. Before 
it was sent to the press it had received warm commendation 
from the ablest and most intiuent.ial critic of the lime; but. 
when Mr. Jeffrey’s roviowal appeared, a mouth after publi¬ 
cation, laudatory as its language was, it scarcely came up to 
the opinion which had already taken root in the public mind. 
It, however, quite satisfied the author; and 1 think it. just to 
state, that 1 have not diseovored in any of the letters which he 
received from brother-poets —no, not even in those of Words¬ 
worth or Campbell — a strain of approbation higher, on 
the whole, than that of the chief professional reviewer of the 
period. When the happy days of youth are over, even the 
most genial and generous of minds are seldom able to enter 
into the strains of a new poet with that full and open delight 
which ho awakens in the bosoms of the rising generat ion about 
him. Their deep and eager sympathies have already been 
drawn upon to an extent of which the prosaic part of the 
species can never have any conception; and when the lit of 
creative inspiration has subsided, they are apt to he rather 
cold critics oven of their own noblest appeals to the simple 
primary feelings of their kind. 

“It would bo great affectation,” says the Introduction of 
1830, “not to own that the author expected some success from 
the Lay of the Last Minstrel. The attempt to return to a 
more simple and natural poetry was likely to bo welcomed, at 
a time when the public had become tired of heroic hexameters, 
with all the buckram and binding that belong tu them in 
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modern days. But whatever might have been his expectations, 
whether moderate or unreasonable, the result left them far 
behind; for among those who smiled on the adventurous 
minstrel were numbered the great names of William Pitt and 
Charles Pox. Neither was the extent of the sale inferior to 
the character of the judges who received the poem with appro¬ 
bation. Upwards of 30,000 copies were disposed of by the 
trade; and the author had to perform a task difficult to human 
vanity, when called upon to make the necessary deductions 
from his own merits, in a calm attempt to account for its 
popularity.” 

Through what channel or in what terms Pox made known 
his opinion of the Lay, I have failed to ascertain. Pitt’s praise, 
as expressed to his niece, Lady Hester Stanhope, within a few 
weeks after the poem appeared, was repeated by her to William 
Bose, who, of course, communicated it forthwith to the author; 
and not long after, the Minister, in conversation with Scott’s 
early friend William Dundas, signified that it would give him 
pleasure to find some opportunity of advancing the fortunes of 
such a writer. “ I remember,” writes this gentleman, “ at Mr. 
Pitt’s table in 1805, the Chancellor asked me about you and 
your then situation, and after I had answered him, Mr. Pitt 
observed — ‘ lie can’t remain as he is,’ and desired mo to ‘ look 
to it.’ He then repeated some lines from the Lay, describing 
the old harper’s embarrassment when asked to play, and said — 
‘ This is a sort of thing which I might have expected in painting, 
but could never have fancied capable of being given in poetry.’ ” 
— It is agreeable to know that this great statesman and accom¬ 
plished scholar awoke at least once from his supposed apathy 
as to the elegant literature of his own time. 

The poet has under-estimated even the patent and tangible 
evidence of his success. The first edition of the Lay was a 
magnificent quarto, 750 copies; but this was soon exhausted, 
and there followed one octavo impression after another in close 
succession to the number of fourteen. In fact, some forty-four 
thousand copies had been disposed of in this country, and by 
the legitimate trade alone, before he superintended the edition 
of 1830, to which his biographical introductions were prefixed. 
In the history of British Poetry nothing had ever equalled the 
demand for tlie Lay of the Last Minstrel. 

The publishers of the first edition were Longman and Co. of 
London, and Archibald Constable and Co. of Edinburgh; which 
last house, however, had but a small share in the adventure. 
The profits were to be divided equally between, the author and 
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his publishers; and Scott’s moiety was LAW.). Cm. Messrs. 
Longman, when a second edition was culled fur, ottered L.dOU 
lor the copyright; this was accepted; but they afterwards, ns 
the Introduction says, “added L.100 in their own unmdicitcd 
kindness. It was handsomely given, to mipph the loss of u 
line horse which broke down suddenly while the author was 
riding with one of the worthy publishers. ' The author s whole 
share, then, in the proiits of the Lay, came to 1,. Hid, tin. 

JMi\ Ballantyne, in his Memorandum, says, that very shortly 
alter the publication of the Lay, he found hinn.elf obliged to 
apply to Mr. Scott for an advance of muiwv ; his own capital 
being inadequate for the business which had been neeumuliited 
oil his press, in consequence of the reputation it had acquired 
lor beauty and correctness of execution. Already, ax wo have 
seen, the printer had received “a liberal loan;”- “amt now,” 
flays he, “being compelled, maugre all delicacy, to renew my 
application, ho candidly answered that he was not quite sure 
tlifit it would bo prudent for him to comply, but in order tt» 
evince his entire conlidoneo in me, he was willing to make a 
suitable advance to bo admitted as a third sharer of my 
Inxsiness.” No trace has been discovered of any examination 
iivfco the state of the business, oil the part of Scott, at this time. 
However, he now embarked in Bulhuityne’s concern almost tin* 
whole of the capital which he had a few months Udore designed 
to invest in the purchase, of Itrondmeadows. IHh alitvr viwun. 

1 have hinted my suspicion that lie hud formed some dm 
t.a.nt notion of such an alliance, as early tin the dale of Italian, 
tyno’s projected removal from Kelso; and Ids introduetiou t«* 
tlio Lay, in 1M0, appears to leave little doubt that the hope of 
ultimately succeeding at the Bar hud waxed very faint, before 
the third volume of the Minstrelsy was brought, out in IWI.’I, 
Wlien that hope ultimately vanished altogether, perhajm In* 
hi inself would not liavo found it emy to tell. The moat t«i- 
piortaut of men’s opinions, views, and project#, are sometimes 
taken up in so very gradual a manner, and after no Matty 
pauses of hesitation and of inward retractation, that they 
fcl/iemselves are at a loss to traco in retrtmjtwt all the atagex 
tlirough wliich thedr minds lmvn naasml. We mm plainly that 
Scott had never been fond of hfa profexmou, but that, eon* 
scions of his own persevering diligence, he ascribed hi* uratity 
success in it mainly to the prejudice* of the Hootch solbttew 
against employing, in weighty mmm at leant, any barrister 
supposed to bo strongly imbued with the love of 'literature ; 
instancing the career of his friend Jeffrey m almoul the aolb 
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ary instance within Ms experience of such prejudices being 
ntirely overcome. Had Scott, to Ms strong sense and dexter- 
us ingenuity, his well-grounded knowledge of the jurispru- 
.ence of his country, and his admirable industry, added a 
irisk and ready talent for debate and declamation, I can have 
lo doubt that his triumph must have been as complete as Mr. 
effrey’s ; nor in truth do I much question that, had one really 
reat and interesting case been submitted to his sole manage- 
lent, the result would have been to place his professional char- 
cter for skill and judgment, and variety of resource, on so 
.rm a basis, that even his rising celebrity as a man of letters 
ould not have seriously disturbed it. Hay, X think it quite 
ossible, that had he been intrusted with one such case after 
is reputation was established, and he had been compelled to 
o his abilities some measure of justice in his own secret esti- 
late, he might have displayed very considerable powers even 
a forensic speaker. But no opportunities of this engaging 
ind having ever been presented to him — after he had per- 
i.sted for more than ten years in sweeping the floor of the 
’arliament House, without meeting with any employmexit but 
hat would have suited the dullest drudge, and seen himself 
nmly and yearly more and more distanced by contemporaries 
jr whose general capacity he could have had little respect — 
hile, at the same time, he already felt Ms own position in 
re eyes of society at large to have been signally elevated 
l consequence of Ms extra-professional exertions — it is not 
■onderful that disgust should have gradually gained upon 
im, and that the sudden blaze and tumult of renown which 
irrounded the author of the Lay should have at last deter- 
dned him to concentrate all his ambition on the pursuits 
hich had alone brought him distinction. 

We have seen that, before he formed his contract with 
allantyne, he was in possession of such a fixed income as 
light have satisfied all his desires, had he not found his 
imily increasing rapidly about him. Even as that was, with 
early if not quite L.1000 per annum, he might perhaps have 
itired not only from the Bar, but from Edinburgh, and settled 
itirely at Ashestiel or Broadmeadows, without encountering 
hat any man of his station and habits ought to have consid- 
■ed as an imprudent risk. He had, however, no wish to cut 
imself off from the busy and intelligent society to which he 
ad been hitherto accustomed; and resolved not to leave the 
ar until he should have at least used his best efforts for ob- 
ining, in addition to his Shrievalty, one of those Clerkships 
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of the Supreme Court, which, are usually considered, as lion 
able retirements for advocates who, at a certain starveling, 
up all hopes of reaching the Bench. “ I determined./* lie s 
“ that literature should be my staff but not my crutch, 
that the profits of my literary labour, however coiuven 
otherwise, should not, if I could help it, become necessai 
my ordinary expenses. Upon such a post an autlror m 
hope to retreat, without any perceptible alteration of 
cumstances, whenever the time should arrive that; tire 
lie grew weary of his endeavours to please, or he Bin 
should tire of the pen. I possessed so many friends cap 
of assisting me in this object of ambition, that I could ha 
overrate my own prospects of obtaining the prefermen 
which I limited my wishes; and, in fact, I obtained, h 
long period, the reversion of a situation which completely 
them.” 1 

The first notice of this affair that occurs in his corresp 
ence, is in a note of Lord Dalkeith’s, February S, ISO 
which his noble friend says—“My father desires rrie tc 
you that he has had a communication with. Lord Me.' 
within these few days, and that he thinks your business 
good train, though not certain .” I consider it as clear', then, 
he began his negotiations about a seat at the clerk’ s tabl 
mediately after the Lay was published; and this in the s 
eat connexion with his trading adventure. His desig 
quitting the Bar was divulged, however, to none "but 
immediately necessary to his negotiation with tire Go 
ment; and the nature of his alliance with the printing < 
lishment remained, I believe, not only unknown, but for 
years wholly unsuspected, by any of his daily compa 
except Erskine. 

The forming of this commercial tie was one of the 
important steps in Scott’s life. He continued bound 
during twenty years, and its influence on his literary exe; 
and his worldly fortunes was productive of much good ar 
a little evil. Its effects were in truth so mixed and bal 
during the vicissitudes of a long and vigorous career, tha 
this moment doubt whether it ought, on the whole, to b 
sidered with more of satisfaction or of regret. 

With what zeal he proceeded in advancing the views < 
new copartnership, his correspondence bears ample evi< 
The brilliant and captivating genius, now acknowledge' 
yersally, was soon discovered by the leading booksellers 

1 Introduction to the Lay of the Last Minstrel. — 1830. 
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lin united with ouch abundance of nmtuirit mho matn<u 
y dejiartineutrt, and, above nil, with »ueh indefatigable 
as to mark him out lor tlo* mont valuable w«uliman llo-v 
ngage Tor tlu’ furl herauee of tloir m-hemm 11*’ loot. 
■ fore this, east a shrewd ami peuetiat mg eve ou tin’ 
literary <*ut**r|u’i.s**, ami dm doped h? hi > mm mim! 1he 
i of many extensive plans, which w.mi<« 1 uothmc hut 
imam! of a sullieient body »d aide .'»uhu!t< m , i*• l«* 
into I’xccution with n|ilrmiui hucccn « >u« U >4 ’ h<- »• .c 

jilt’d with in hia own jtov.uiu were, with i.o* . o . j.iii.m, 
to a triumphant conclusion ; hilt the .ti! i on « uMh 
Vim .soon infect cd him with the ptovnbiul t.c.hm 
1 mereant ile ail vent tiro while, at t he same film-, !« , 
H feelings for othot' men of letter**, ami he* * h.tr 
,e jirojieuaity to overrate their talentn, combined to 
itn and hia friends into a multitude uj .it t .mgcmrntn, 
tit.a of which wen’ often extrenn'U embusiu.voug, and 
*|y, in the aggregate, all hut diHustliom. |« e* ,on old 
t.liat wherever tline is a secret tlu-re tmot l*e w-im’ 
Tong; uml dearly (ltd he pay the penalty J.»* thr 
ill which he hat! ehosrfi to ttuoh e I hii f I uio.i* Imu 
is rith', from the beginning, that w hutev o l»e wo.ir ».i 
Hint, la’ printed at t hat plena ; and had lie • at « 11-»| fa.i 
iiH author ami Hole editor, nil had hi m hut hud 

tHi'llern known hia direct peeinuatv intrust m keeping 
extending the occupation of tin* »e tv j«e >, sIs* % m odd 
ken into tircnunt hia lively imagination and naugmnr 
meat, tut well as htH tunic and judgment, and * »*n 
far more delilierutely than they t***« often did, Ins nod 
i recommendations of new literary ncluunen, ronphui 
these were with some dun uudeistanding that, if the 
'no press were employed, ho* min hteiury skill would 
H friemPH disposal for the general 'mjH’riUtrlob'nrr of 
Ttukiug. t >it the other hand, Scott's slugged j«n--i «rir, 
r eases, perhaps in the majority of (hem, rMnioni 
ltallautyne, whose huhttua! deference to l»n opinion 
him to ud vooitte them with enthmuadir ?r«|, nod the 
who had thus pledged his jierautiul an!hors!% f««r the 
if the proposetl whenie, must have fell httmudf s<»n 
o the ImokMeller, and eouid hardly refuse with d*-c* oi y 
a eertain share of the pecuniary rmk, by allowing the 
1 method of hia own payment to |*r regulated according 
nployer‘H eonvetiienee. Itenre, by degrees,, *»« woven 
entanglement from which neither lUliwityiir m<r hm 
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advisor liad any moans of oseapc, except only in that indomi¬ 
table spirit, the mainspring of personal industry altogether 
unparalleled, to which, thus set. in motion, the world owes its 
most) gigantic. monument of literary genius. 

In tho very first letter that l have found from Beott, to liis 
pavtno.r (April 12, 1H(W>), oeeur suggestions about new editions 
of Thomson, Dry den, and Taeit.us, and, moreover, of a general 
edition of the British Poets, in one hundred volumes Nvo, of 
which last ho designed to he himself the editor, and expected 
that the booksellers would readily give him .'JO guineas per 
volume for his trouble. This gigantic scheme interfered with 
one of the general body of London publishers, and broke down 
accordingly; hut Constable entered with veal into the plan of 
a Pryden, and Scott. without delay busied himself in the col¬ 
lection of materials for its elucidation. . 

Precisely at. the time when his poetical ambition had been 
stimulated by the first outburst of universal applause, and 
when lie was forming these engagements with Ballantyne, a 


fresh impetus was given to the volunteer mania, by the ap¬ 
pointment of tho Karl of Moira (afterwards Marquis of Hast¬ 
ings) to tho chief military command in the north, The Karl 
had married, the year before, a Scottish Peeress, the Countess 
of Loudon, and entered with great zeal into her sympathy 
with tho patriotic, enthusiasm of her countrymen. Edinburgh 
was converted into a camp : besides a large garrison of regular 
troops, nearly 10,000 feneihles and volunteers were almost con¬ 
stantly under arms. The lawyer wore his uniform under his 
gown; tho slioiikeepor measured out his wares in scarlet; in short, 
the citizens of all classes made more use for several months of 
the military than of any other dress; and the new commander- 
in-chi of consulted equally his own gratification and theirs, by 


spirits of the mock combatants — English and Scotch, or Low¬ 
land and Highland — became so much excited, that there was 
some difhc.ulty in preventing the rough mockery of warfare 
from passing into its realities. The High landers, in particu¬ 
lar, were very hard to bo dealt with ; and once, at least. Lord 
Moira was forced to alter at tho eleventh hour his programme 
of battle, because a battalion of kilted fenoibles could not or 
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nmld not understand that it was their duty to be lieat. Such 
ays as these must, have been more nobly spirit-stirring than 
vou the boat HpeeimeiiH ot the lox-chimc, To the end of bus 
,fe, Heott delighted to refit! 1 the details id flour counter- 
larches, ambuscades, chiirgew, and put-miits, and in all of these 
in associates of (ho Light Horse agreethat none tigered inure 
dvnntugeouHly timu himself. Vet Hindi unlit.u\ iut*rhides 
.*em only to have whetted hi« upjielite I or *-lo,.«t work 
ndffd, nothing hut a complete publication id hi h h-ttiu > could 
ivn an adequate notion oi the facility with whu h he men at 
,U8 early period combined the fon*neutu»m< tuugmtr.tfr, ih«* 
lartiuet. quartermaster, the speculative printer, and the ardent 
ivor of literature for its own sake, 

In the course id' the Hummer and iiutumn of IHtlf*, wo find 
ini in correspondence about another gigantic wheme an 
liform series of the Aueieut Knglish Chronicle*; and there 
re hints of various minor iiudcrtuktngs in the editorial hue. 
,i the name year he emitributed to Mr, Jeffrey's journal an 
hnirahle artiele on '{‘odd’s edition <d Spender , another, on 
odwhw-i Meet wood ; a third, on the Highland Sonet \ \ ||e 
art. eoueerning the poems of ttjuuau ; a louith, on Jol,niV« 
ranslatiou of Kroisnurl ; a tilth, on I'ulosirl Thornton \ Spoil 
ig Tour ; and a sixt h, on some coukcrv l«*oln the hm l.nt 
dug excellent specimens of hm humour Ly Septeudwu, 
eanwhile, he lmd made cutiHidcnihle progress with he* f»n- 
'ii : for we find him then writing to Kiln*. •* I will n«.t c** 
ate «!t din Hrydeti. I would ini »»«uft riutlralc inv uun father, 
i I believe Juniter did of yore, Wiuil would you nay to tm\ 
an wlm would eastrule Slmksjteare, or Massinger, or U*nm 
out and Meteher? t don’t miy hut that it may W very 
■ojier to Hclcet correct pa*iwgcn for the m*e of Wrding neiiwda 
ul colleges, being semnlile m» tmjirojK<r idean ran In* jmggr>r»iod 
these seminaries, unless they are intruded or smuggled 
dor the Imimltt and ruffs of our old druiuiihsls. jSut m 
aktug tui edition of a man of grunts n wm k% for libraries 
d folleetions, and mjeh I eoueeive a eomphite edition of I 
n to he, I must give my author m I find him, and will nht 
'ir out the page, even to get rid of the (dot, little J hi,, u 
’«• not the nagest of Hwtft, ami even of Knj*e, forded with 
ieoimey, and often of the most disgusting kind and we 
t boo them ujiuit all shelves and dressing tahh's, and in all 
udoira? I« not f*rior the most indecent «*f tale t„lfor», n«»l 
Bfi (iXdfllitiUff l#ll I 1 otitiitiii* i* anil how often fits %ye see liiji 
iflcs tn female bunds ,* tu faet, it is not ftannages of ludi- 
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crons indelicacy that, corrupt {he manners <d‘ a people — it is 
the .sonnets which a prurient, genius like Master Little sinus 
virtjinibux }»«rii «#/«<• — it is the sentimental slang, half lewd, 
half motluidistie, that dehauehes tin 1 understanding, intlames 
the sleeping passions, and prepares the render to give way us 
soon, as a tempter appears. At the same time, 1 am not at all 
1 nippy when 1 peruse, some of Dry den's comedies: they are 
very stupid, as well as indelicate; — sometimes, however, there 
is a considerable vein of liveliness and humour, and all of them 
present extraordinary pictures of the age in which he lived. 
,My critical notes will not he very numerous, hut l hope to 
illustrate the politieal poems, as Absalom and Aelutophel, the 
Hind and Panther, &<*., with some eurious annotations. I 
have already math* a enmplete search among some hundred 
pamphlets of t.hat pamphlet-writing age, and with eonsitlerahle 
success, as I have found several which throw light on my 
author.” 

Hut there is yet another important item to he included in 
the list of his literary labours of this year. The < leuoral 
■Preface to his Novels informs us, that “about lHOd " he wrote 
the opening chapters of Waverley ; and the second title, * Tin 
Sixty Yours Sinc.o, selected, as he says, “that the actual date 
of publication might correspond with tin* period in which the 
scene was laid,” leaves no doubt that he had lmgun the work 
so early in 1H0/1 as to contemplate publishing it ltefore ('limit 
mas. 1 lie adds, in the same page, that he was induced, by the 
favourable reception of the Lady of the Lake, to think of giv¬ 
ing some of Ids recollections of Highland scenery and customs 
in prose; but this is only one instance of the inaccuracy ?w to 
matters of date which pervades all those delightful Prefaces. 
The Lady of the Lake was not published until five years after 
the first chapters of Waverley were written; its summa, there¬ 
fore, could have had no share in suggesting the original design 
of a Highland novel, though no doubt it principally influenced 
him to take up that design after it had been long suspended, 
and almost forgotten. 

“Having proceeded,” ha says, “as far as I think the seventh 
chapter, I showed my work to a critical friend, whose opinion 
•was unfavourable; and having than some jmetieiU reputation, 
I was unwilling to risk the loss of it by attempting a new style 
of composition. X, therefore, then threw aside the work 1 had 

1 1 have ascertained, since this page was written, that a small part of 
the MS. of Waverley la on paper hearing the watermark of IMS—die 
rest on paper of 18lit 



LITERARY LABOURS. 


138 


commenced, without either reluctance or remonstrance. I 
ought to add, that though my ingenuous friend’s sentence was 
afterwards reversed, on an appeal to the public, it cannot be 
considered as any imputation on his good taste; for the speci¬ 
men subjected to his criticism did not extend beyond the 
departure of the hero for Scotland, and consequently had not 
entered upon the part of the story which was finally found 
most interesting.” It is, I think, evident from a letter of 1810, 
that the first critic of the opening chapters of Waverley was 
William Erskine. 

His correspondence shews how largely he was exerting him¬ 
self all this while in the service of authors less fortunate than 
himself. James Hogg, among others, continued to occupy from 
time to time his attention; and he assisted regularly and assid¬ 
uously throughout this and the succeeding year Mr. Robert 
Jamieson, an industrious and intelligent antiquary, who had 
engaged in editing a collection of ancient popular ballads 
before the third voluine of the Minstrelsy appeared, and who 
at length published his very curious work in 1807. Mean¬ 
time, Ashestiel, in place of being less resorted to by literary 
strangers than Lasswade cottage had been, shared abtmdantly 
in the fresh attractions of the Lay, and “ booksellers in the 
plural number ” were preceded and followed by an endless 
variety of tourists, whose main temptation from the south had 
been the hope of seeing the Borders' in company with their 
Minstrel. One of this year’s guests was Mr. Southey — their 
first meeting, the commencement of much kind intercourse. 
Scott still writes of himself as “idling away his hours;” he 
had already learned to appear as if he were doing so to all 
who had no particular right to confidence respecting the de¬ 
tails of his privacy. 

Mr. Skene arrived just after a great storm and flood in 
August; he says in his Memoranda — (t The ford of Ashestiel 
was never a good one, and for some time after this it remained 
not a little perilous. Scott was himself the first to attempt 
the passage on his favourite black horse Captain, who had 
scarcely entered the river when he plunged beyond his depth, 
and had to swim to the other side with his burden. It requires 
a good horseman to swim a deep and rapid stream, but he 
trusted to the vigour of his steady trooper, and in spite of his 
lameness kept his seat manfully.” 

Mr. Skene soon discovered a change which had recently 
been made in his friend’s distribution of his time. Previously 
it had been his custom, whenever professional business or social 
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engagements occupied the middle part of his day, to seize 
some°hours for study after he was supposed to have refin'd 
to bed. His physician suggested that tins was very likely 
to aggravate his nervous headaches, the only malady he. was 
subject to in the prime of his manhood ; and, contemplating 
with steady eye a course not only of unremitting hut of increas¬ 
ing industry, ho resolved to reverse his plan. In short, he had 
now adopted the habits in which, with slender variation, lie ever 
after persevered when in the country.. He rose by live o’clock, 
lit bis own lire when the season required one, and shaved and 
dressed with great deliberation —for he was a very martinet 
as to all hut the mere coxcombries of tin^ toilet, not abhorring 
effeminate dandyism itself so cordially as the slightest ap¬ 
proach to personal slovenliness, or even those *‘ bed-gown and 
slipper tricks,” as he called theta, in which literary men urn 
so apt to indulge. (Had in his shooting-jacket, or whatever 
dress he meant to use till dinner time, lie was seated at his 
desk by six o’clock, all his papers arranged before him in the 
most accurate order, and Ids books of reference marshalled 
around him on the floor, while at least one favourite dog lay 
watching his eye, just, beyond the line of eircumvallatimi. 
Thus, by the time the family assembled for breakfast between 
nine and ten, ho had done enough (in his own language) “ to 
break the neck of the day’s v'ork” After breakfast, a couple 
of hours more were given to his solitary tasks, and by noon he 
was, as ho used to say, “ his own man.” When the weather 
was had, he would labour incessantly all the morning; hut the 
general rule was to he out, and on horseback by one o'clock at 
the latest; while, if any more distant excursion had been pro¬ 
posed over night, he was ready to start on it by ten ; his 
occasional rainy days of unintormitted study forming, as he 
said, a fund in his favour, out of which he was entitled to 
draw for accommodation whenever the aim shone with special 
brightness. 

It was another rule, that every letter he received should he 
answered that same day. Nothing else could have enabled 
him to keep abreast with the flood of communications that in 
the sequel put his good nature to the severest test—- but 
already the demands on him in this way also were numer¬ 
ous; and he included attention to them among the necessary 
business which must be despatched before ha had a right to 
close his writing-box, or as he phrased it, “ to say, out damned 
spot, and be a gentleman.” In turning over his enormous 
mass of correspondence, I have almost invariably found some 
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jon that., when a letter had remained more than a day 

> umtm.wered, it wua herauao he found urc;mon fur 
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1^1 it. not. to omit, that in tlnem d.u n Scoff w t m far t«m 
i a dratfoou not tti take a pnneipnt duir m the n.ddo 
Before htannniug hm de.*,k woik m the m< -i huh:, he 
illy visited Ida favomite Meed, and n.-tthi i t su-r 

Hint nor Ih’utt n . hitim inn mlled ,$f f« i om- «.| % i,, L*-i.<< ;s 
Minstrelsy i, liked to 1 m* led t*\* «*pt him i h> ;,oi«■ r 
* wua iudffd a! tup,el her titf m« mlde sn «■:;.« i h.mdi, 
ill hia t hr most Mlhmoe.iv e *«t tut! htul .us. i l J.« 
t lit* wan hndh'd and saddled, it v,un the ruMom t<« <.} » n 
hit* tioor aa a sipiiul t hut his master «*\ peeled him, u hr it 
lediltlely trotted to the side ot the /cups my on »Umr t < .f 
Scott IVoni Ion lanitMicjiit found tl ronitt’jiariif t«» nuike 
d atood there, silent and motmule^i im n Un ^ t tmirl 
fairly in hia aeat, after w huh he dt split* «*d ho» j*»i ht 
& triumphantly through a hulinmt Jitii i r-i-isoii til t- ut i vl 
trown Adam never suffered turn e lf t<. }.«• j,.„ k* 4 }„ 4 i 
minder. He litoke, l l*ehe* e, one pto. -m's ms,!, uui 
*« h*K in the ruah attempt to tamper Wi ih }, it! .i s ^ SjS< ^ 

> waa at tIda time the emo»tus»l patlour it,.;; ||? ,* 

ndaome, very iutclhpeut, ami n.ittiruih o?, i, n % 

w a lamh unioup the children \ * f.< ( .» 1,, ,** „ ,4 
peta, atyletl J>«mphm and IVny he kept one win^U^x 
tudy OJM'II, whatever mipht 1 «* the state ,4 lh,- sw-atl.ey, 
*y mittht leap out and tit **.» the tan,'., «hrm 

tv a ialketl itt (‘amp iui if he nudes -stood »2««s %%**» ,-> s sui 
animal eertutuly did uudn stand m>i a Ui\U- of n t }ti 
ar, it aeemetl iw if he j« tfe« th roinprrhnided *,»' all 
« that hia Jiia,filer rotintdetrd ham m a aemnlde »s»4 
friem! t hi* dr* 1 ) huHU*|j» j|a V ulatlle |rnu»j| rfr*tiur.» 
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taman timkea a deteriuiiud IhruM 4 t «, lr»l s apj«are>nii| 
twh, hia eye ttiw ftr>ma!v de* rtved him, arn! iiinimsl w< 
t Of thi WoajKiU Wimwiileritin the prey, Up lltnl# hi in 
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self launched with corresponding vehemence heels mvr head 
into the pool, both spear and salmon gone, the torch thrown 
out by the concussion of the boat, and quenched m the stream, 
while the boat itself has of course receded to some distance. 
I remember the first time 1 accompanied our inend, he went 
right over the gunwale in this manner, and had 1 not aectdru 
tally been at his side, and made a successful grasp at the skirt 
of his jacket as ho plunged overboard, he mini at least have 
had an awkward dive for it. Such are the e.mhhgeneies u f 
bumiiuj the water. The pleasures consist in being penetrated 
with cold and wet, having your shins broken against t lie .stones 
in the dark, and perhaps mastering one fish out of every twenty 


you take aim at.” 

In all these amusements, but. particularly m the t,urnin>j <>f 
the water, Scott’s most regular companion at this time was John 
Lord Somerville, who united with higher qualities an entiui 
siastic lovo for such sports, ami consummate address in them. 
This amiable nobleman then passed his autumns at Alvvyu, 
some eight or nine miles below A«!»‘Htiel. They interchanged 
visits almost every week; ami Scott profited largely by bis 
friend’s known skill in every department of rural economy. 
He always talked of him as his master in the art of planting. 

The laird of Itubislaw Hcltlom failed to sjkuuI a jairt of the 
autumn at Ashestiol, as long as Scott remained there; ami dur¬ 
ing those visits they often gave a wider scojk? to their exjwdi 
tions. “ Indeed,” says Mr. Skene, “ there an* few scenes at all 
celebrated either in the history, tradition, or romance of the 
Border counties, which we did not explore together in the course 
of our rambles. Wo traversed the entire vales of the Ynrr«>\v 


and Ettrick, with all their sweet tributary glens, and never 
failed to find a hearty welcome from the fanners at whose houses 


we stopped, either for dinner or for the night. He wn* Ilnur 
chief-magistrate, extremely popular in that official eapu« is y ; 
and nothing could bo more gratifying than the frank and hearty 
reception which everywhere greeted our arrival, however lines, 
pected. The exhilarating air of the mtnmiiti»w,»iid the healthy 
exercise of the day, secured our relishing homely fare, ami we 
found inexhaustible entertainment in the varied display of char¬ 
acter which the affability of the Sheriff drew forth on’ all ih-uv 
sions in genuine breadth and purity. The tmauty of the scenery 
gave full employment to my pencil, with the frw and frequent 
exercise of which he newer seemed to feel impatient. He wmt 
at all times ready and willing to alight when any object attracted 
my notice, and used to seat himaelf beside tm on the brae, to 
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con over some ballad appropriate to the occasion, or narrate the 
tradition of the glen—sometimes, perhaps, to note a passing 
idea in his pocket-book; but this was rare, for in general he 
relied with confidence on the great storehouse of his memory. 

“ One of our earliest expeditions was to visit the wild scenery 
of the mountainous tract above Moffat, including the cascade 
of the Grey Mare’s Tail, and the dark tarn called Loch Skene. 
In our ascent to the lake we got completely bewildered in the 
thick fog which generally envelopes the rugged features of that 
lonely region; and, as we were groping through the maze of 
bogs, the ground gave way, and down went horse and horsemen 
pell-mell into a slough of peaty mud and black water, out of 
which, entangled as we were with our plaids and floundering 
nags, it was no easy matter to get extricated. Indeed, unless 
we had prudently left our gallant steeds at a farm-house below, 
and borrowed hill-ponies for the occasion, the result might have 
been worse than laughable. As it was, we rose like the spirits 
of the bog, covered cap-<%-pie with slime, to free themselves 
from which, our wily ponies took to rolling about on the heather, 
and we had nothing for it but following their example. At 
length, as we approached the gloomy loch, a huge eagle heaved 
himself from the margin and rose right over us, screaming his 
scorn of the intruders; and altogether it would be impossible 
to picture anything more desolately savage than the scene which 
opened, as if raised by enchantment on purpose to gratify the 
poet’s eye; thick folds of fog rolling incessantly over the face 
of the inky waters, but rent asunder now in one direction, and 
then in another— so as to afford us a glimpse of some projecting 
rock or naked point of land, or island bearing a few scraggy 
stumps of pine — and then closing again in universal darkness 
upon the cheerless waste. Much of the scenery of Old Mortal¬ 
ity was drawn from that day’s ride. It was also in the course 
of this excursion that we encountered that amusing personage 
introduced into Guy Mannering as ‘Tod Gabbie.’ Tie was one 
of those itinerants who gain a subsistence among the moor¬ 
land farmers by relieving them of foxes, polecats, and the 
like depredators — a half-witted, stuttering, and most original 
creature. 

“ Having explored all the wonders of Moffatdale, wo turned 
ourselves towards Bladchouse Tower , to visit Scott’s worthy 
acquaintances the Laidlaws, and reached it after a long and 
intricate ride, having been again led off our course by the grey¬ 
hounds, who had been seduced by a strange dog that joined 
company to engage in full pursuit upon the tract of what we 
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presume to bo either a fox or a rne-dcer. The ohaso was pro¬ 
tracted and perplexing, t'mm tin* mist I hat. skilled I ho hill-tups; 
but at leugih we reached the scene ut‘ slaughter, anil won* mut’h 
distressed to (inti that a stately old lie-goat had boon tho viotim. 
11o sooiuod to havo fought, a stout battlo fur his lif'o, but. now 
lay mangled in tho midst of his panting onomios, who betrayed, 
ou our approach, strung oonsciuusnoss of delinquency and ajs 
prelumsion of the* lash, which was administoreil accordingly 
to soothe thoi manes of tho luckless Capricorn though, after 
all, tho dogs won’ not so much to hlame in mistaking his game 
ilavour, since the fogs must havo kept him out of view till the 
last moment. Our visit, to Blaeklmuse was highly interesting; 
tlic excellent old tenant, being still in life, ami the whole family 
group presenting a perfect picture of innocent, ami simple happi¬ 
ness, while the animated, intelligent, and original conversation 
of our friend William was quite charming. 

“ Hir Adam Fergusson and the Kttriek Shepherd were of the 
party that explored Loch Skene and hunted the unfortunate 
lie-goat. 

“ I need not toll you Unit Saint Mary’s Loch, and the Loch 
of the Lowes, were among the most favourite scenes of our 
excursions, as Ids fondness for them continued to his last days, 
and we have both visited them many times together in his com¬ 
pany. I may say the same of tho Teviot and the A ill, Borth- 
wick water, and the lonely Lowers of Bueeleueh and Harden, 
Minto, Roxburgh, Gilnoekic, &e, 1 think it was either in lKOo 

or 1800 that 1 first explored the Berth wick with him, when cm 
our way to pass a week at Langhulm with Lord and Lady Dal¬ 
keith, upon which occasion the. otter--hunt, so well deseriUed in 
Guy JVlauuering, was got up by our noble host; and I can never 
forget the delight with which Seott observed the enthusiasm of 
the high-spirited yeomen, who had assembled in multitudes to 
partake the sport of their dear young chief, well mounted, and 
dashing about from rock to rock with a reckless ardour which 
recalled tho alacrity of their forefathers in following the Hue- 
cleuchs of former clays through adventures of a more serious 
order. 

“ Whatever the banks of the Tweed, from its source to its 
termination, presented of interest, we frequently visited; and 
I do verily believe there is not a single ford in the whole 
course of that river which we have not traversed together. He 
had an amazing fonduesa for fords, and was not a little advent¬ 
urous in plunging through, whatever might lm the state of the 
hood, and this even though there happened to be a bridge in 
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If it.seemed jHinniith' to Hcriuuhl** ih tough. !»*• ■**'*•**> v, l t** 
i yard.*! ah**ut, and u* f uef juries ml the bud , and if s*> u> 
lUU'knd, 11ml. most of till* hrlnrt i *t ft Si ‘o’r m !*» Ion*’ 

UuIihmI with HUJiilar j»r*»|n'n ! 4{n*'» enn the \\ lufr t.ad* 
t*md slelightH in tin' ford, He ?«<'sis>uunr > «n«u ,»!i «-in j*f«-d 

Oil ftHit, tllOUgll lltH frif.i ,8l-i \ « ill* 

OgriWJ UllloMg tin' fdtjtjwn d«‘js*- * t |*’0 * *« • *. ,,f 

»rt. I w:w assist mg huu thiough t 1 «* J.h*s> i., . 0 * s •’» <• 
rot. H]hiii the Mam*" tot I ••mu-: '’bun- in i i>* in to,.- < ;.<• 

I, wilt*!! HOtll** hturV *il«**tf il krijtsr M'l'iil ruu; n» htUi, i > .. .5? 

Htop and toll if mils all bn* uo,. t S uuuii v.» u 

ng lieari il y at hm mvn joke, h«< Mt j*jM-d S.n f-^ t, <*s fn«- 
Hhutllnd bemuith him, and down im wmi Isr., ; i4b.u>* u,t«* 
ml, pulling fin* after buss, We I’wujw-d, !»->«<•«, with 
run than a thorough tlirurhsng and the h •’>.<» *4 In * atuk, 
limited dmvii tin* river, and hr u-t n a<h a.» *-%t ’*• f«<* m 
r exploit Imfere lumdolhna were halt di ml uj«»u Sun b-u-k 
mfc this time Mr. stud \tr«, St mlt made ,« .-danf «- irmw>n 
i hakes of ( ‘tmdmrhuu! and \\ **4 hhuv; »)»*!, ami > s*nO-d 
if their tineat Krenerv, tit r««mji.inv with M t \\ ’>i4tr* 

> found tin written tmrruin r «•!' tin s hit S»- t.eo, s< 4 I 3 .*. «•> 
heard Heotfc H}>onk wif I* enthums.stsr drheM >>! » hr- t«-» <- 3 * 

!i met with in the humble enttage wlmdi lun lu.abrr j*. m>i 
nhithiUnl on the luinkft uf Uriumiere; and at h’-.mf *m«- >4 
y« they spent together wsw destined to turnnh * ijemae 
m verse of ear Is, namely, t hat shirts they gave the 
of Helvellyn, where, in fin* rmirw of Ib«* j.m*. <«■ l-.ug 
, a young gentleman having lost Ins wny and jw-*j^br-d 
ling over il nmujiiee, Isk nunaiiw were diw-ovrrrd, ihn-« 
H after wants, aid l watehrd hy “a hnthfnl ten »«• r i«lrli, 
mstant attendiust during frr«jueut ranililon atiomg lire 
’ 1 This day they wvw ipa‘»»i«j«iiis*n| l»s, im lihndra^us 
juher, who was alnti a true |*t>et mid uisghf loo*’ W-si 
the greatest of jmetn hud In* t’lumess; asisl I Star.' ht .ud Mr 
iworth my, that it wsmld Ui dilflmli to ih*< U-*-] 

tth wllU’lt lie, who HO ol tell had rllti»!«'d i |«d J <’31 % p isluJs*’, 
lumnelf Htauding on itn summit with l» i« rsurh m i- j< as 
uid Ihtvy. 

»r le.aving Mr. Word*twurlli, Smlt <-:irn*'d ?o-» ?•<* 

a few dsiys at (JilHluml, among f!»* wrnr:> whnr «J ; >< , 
et; and Ihh reeepfjon hy the f h* « »,» 

h to make him I • •ok Inyk wifli i><imrlloug •*! ?«’.ff-r.y 

Vottii'nl If iirA'n, ciIU. fat J, j». *i«y , n't.uis^sts %%’ ai4»» ..tfl, 
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well as of satisfaction, to flu* change tli.'it had occurred i u his 
cix*cvnnst.anccK since, 1707. They were, however, «‘Uju\ mg Uicm 
selves much there, when ho received intelligence w hich luduetMI 
him to believe that a I’rcnch force was ulmut to land m Sent 
kind:— the alarm inilecd had spread far and wide; and it 
mighty gathering of volunteers, horse and loot, tiam t he I a y 
tliians and the Border country, took place in eonsequmie,. at 
Dalkeith. Ho was not slow to obey the summons, lie had 
luckily chosen to accompany on horsel.aek the carnagem w hich 
Mrs, Scott travelled. His good steed earned him to the spot of 
rendezvous, full a hundred miles Irom <lilslaml, within tw eiity . 
foxix* hours; and on reaching it-, though no doubt to Ins d tea j »- 
pointment the alarm had already blown over, lie was delighted 
with the general enthusiasm (hat had thus hern nut to the tost 
-—and, above all, by the. rapidity with which tin* yeomen <d 
ICtti'ick Iforest had poured down from their glens, under the* 
guidance of his good friend and neighbour, Mr. I'riugle ot Thu* 
woodloo. These tine fellows were quartered along with the 


Edinburgh troop when ho reached Dalkeith and Musselburgh ; 
and after some sham battling, and a lew evenings of high jol¬ 
lity had crowned the needless muster of the beunmdire.M, hr* 
immediately turned his horse again towards tin* south, and 
rejoined Mrs. Scott at Carlisle. 1 _ 

.Ky the way, it was during his fiery ride from Uilsland to 
Dalkeith, on the occasion above mentioned, that he ro*uj«t.Hod 
his Jiard’s Incantation: — 


“The forest of Glonmoro is drear, 

It is all of black pine and Urn dark aak-tm*, n &c, *— 

and tlie verses bear the full stamp of the feelings of thr 
moment. 

.Meantime, the affair of the Clerkship, ojhuhmI nine or t«m 
months bofore, had not been neglected by the friends on wlumo 
coxxxxsel and assistance Scott hud relied. Whether Mr. I'itt’a 
hint to Mr. William Dundas, that he would willingly find an 
opportunity to promote the interests of the author of the J*uv» 
or some conversation between the Duke of Bueelcueh amt L*»rd 
Melville, first encouraged him to this direction of his views,, l 
am not able to state distinctly; but I Isdieve that the dent re* 
to see his fortunes placed on some more substantial basin, was 
at tills time partaken pretty equally by the three persons who 
had the principal influence in thw distribution of the crown 

1 See Note, “Alarm of Invasion,” Antiquary vol, II p. 388, 
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patronage in Scotland; and as his object was rather to secure 
a future than an immediate increase of official income, it was 
comparatively easy to make such an arrangement as would sat¬ 
isfy his ambition. George Home of Wedderburn, an old friend 
of his family, had now held a Clerkship for upwards of thirty 
years. In those days there was no system of retiring pensions 
for the worn-out functionary of this class, and the usual method 
was, either that he should resign in favour of a successor who 
advanced a sum of money according to the circumstances of 
his age and health, or for a coadjutor to be associated with 
him in his patent, who undertook the duty on condition of a 
division of salary. Scott offered to relieve Mr. Home of all 
the labours of his office, and to allow him, nevertheless, to 
retain its emoluments entire; and the aged clerk of course 
joined his exertions to procure a conjoint-patent on these very 
advantageous terms. About the close of 1805, a new patent 
was drawn out accordingly; but, by a clerical inadvertency, it 
was drawn out solely in Scott’s favour, no mention of Mr. 
Home being inserted in the instrument. Although, therefore, 
the sign-manual had been affixed, and there remained nothing 
but to pay the fees and take out the commission, Scott, on dis¬ 
covering this error, could not proceed in the business; since, 
in the event of his dying before Mr. Home, that gentleman 
would have lost the vested interest which he had stipulated to 
retain. A pending charge of pecuniary corruption had com¬ 
pelled Lord Melville to retire from office some time before Mr. 
Pitt’s death (January 23, 1806); and the cloud of popular 
obloquy under which he now laboured, rendered it impossible 
that Scott should expect assistance from the quarter to which, 
under any other circumstances, he would naturally have turned 
for extrication from this difficulty. He therefore, as soon as 
the Pox and Grenville cabinet had been nominated, proceeded 
to London, to make in his own person such representations as 
might be necessary to secure the issuing of the patent in the 
right shape. 

It seems wonderful that he should ever have doubted for a 
single moment of the result; since, had the new Cabinet been 
purely Whig, and had he been the most violent and obnoxious 
of Tory partisans, neither of which was the case, the arrange¬ 
ment had been not only virtually, but, with the exception of an 
evident official blunder, formally completed; and no Secretary 
of State, as I must think, could have refused to rectify the 
paltry mistake in question, without a dereliction of every prin¬ 
ciple of honour. At this period, however, Scott had by no 
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moans measured cither the character, t in* feelings, nr the 
arrangements of great public fundbinaries, b\ t hi' standard 
with which observation and experience subsequently furnished 
him. 11 11 had breathed hitherto, as far as political questions 
of all sorts wen*, concerned, the hot atmosphere of a very nar¬ 
row scono — and seems (from his letters I to have pictured to 
himself Whitehall and Downing Street as only a wider stage 
for the exhibition of the bitter and fanatical prejudices that 
tormented the petty circles of the rarliumeuf House at. Filin- 
burgh; tin' true bearing and scope of which im man in after 
days more thoroughly understood, or more sincerely pitied. 
The seals of the Home Olliec had been placed in the hands of 
a nobleman id’ the highest, character moreover, an ardent 
lover of literature;--• while the chief of the new Ministry was 
one of tin' most generous as well as tasteful of mankind; and 
there occurred no hesitation whatever on their parts. In com¬ 
municating his success to the Karl of Dulkoith, win me warm 
personal kindness, without doubt, had first, animated in his 
favour both the Duke of Buceleiteh and Lord Melville, he says 
(London, February 11):--“Lord .Spencer, upon the nature of 
the transaction being explained in an audience with which he 
favoured me, was pleased to direct the commission to Ih* issued, 
as an act of justice, regretting, lie said, it hud nut been from 
the beginning his own deed. Tins was doing the thing hand¬ 
somely, and like an Kiiglish nobleman. I have been very much 
fCited and caressed here, almost indeed to suffocation, hut have 
boon made amends by meeting some old friends, , . . After 
all, a little literary reputation is of some use here. I suppose 
Solomon, wlu'u lie. compared a good namo to a jmf of ointment, 
meant that it oiled the hinges of the hall-doors into which the 
possessors of that inestimable treasure wished to penetrate. 
What a </<>od name was in .Jerusalem, a kn<m n name seems to 
be in London. If you are celebrated for writing verses or for 
slicing cucumbers, fur being two feet taller or two feet less 
than any other biped, for acting plays when you should be 
whippod at school, or fur attending schools and institutions 
when you should be preparing for your grave, — your notoriety 
becomes a talisman — an ‘Open Sesame’ before which every¬ 
thing gives way-—till you are voted a Imre, and discarded for 
a new plaything. As this is a consummation of notoriety which 
I am by no means ambitious of experiencing, I hiijm 1 shall Ik* 
very soon able to shape my course northward, to enjoy my 
good fortune at my leisure and snap mv fingers at the Bar and 
all its works, ... X dine to-day at Holland-house; I refused 
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before, lest. it should 1 h* thought I was nohminu: ut!»-re?i! 
it. quarter, us I nI*1 »*>r even the -diadeM, «>{ «>r 

igwilh the t nle.*’ ti<' ft,M,/i t* I irwhere, "1 u«*i • t n.m 
t'l)X Oil tlllH or HIM other iKT.ti.li *11, ;ttu! IirHt ill, id*’ ,111V 
'{ititm to him, roureiv mg, ut dome *<< ( i might h.»*<*• 

lUJlOOKOti to OX plV »M political ojitmoll i(lH« Hlif fu»Sit f in *’n' 
I I lliul IlhvHVH j ifi if I'rifii'il, In lot }«l IV ,ll*’ • .li'.f'l! V , 
mail to whom 1 woiihl have been im«t** ?<• *<«• an 

.t It Hi ' ■ hud I Ih'1'11 mo i{|Ht uu’ul'tlni} ” 1 

onjr other eminent men with whom So »>u On-i >*■•.i 
irat. math* aeqmuutumv, weir Kllr.\ ho mu, liwod-., I s> j e 
aiming \ with fht* !,it tor tit w horn Sum hu «’i« «*ui 1« • .u.**- 
r'iU'tla float* toiti fontiiif at mi it w nn now {il-m that he 
law Joanna IktiUte, whose Play h «•» the t'meiiont, ho 
i*t*n, from thfir Sirs} appear. uue, .in t*nl !m*om.!if admirer 
ati* Mr, Sothfhv, tin* f rutndalnr of l lU'mn, »\<- A,*’, »a,<i 
it*ml who introduced him to the p«n*!r»>* »«f iia>n|M»ieaa) 
asked in 1 K.'SU what imprer»moii In* m.oh' u j*>*o h< r at s 1 *»rj 
it*w “ l WUH lit til It, “ »in* UiinWried, "a Sit I >o »li’s,s|» 
>d, for I was fresh from tin* I .ay, ,tu>i had jo- t - j < • -1 to 
f an ideal elegance amt refinement »d t«anu<-, hit I ud 
naif, if l had lieen tn a crowd, and at a iim «h.*t i,» d<*, 
tld have lixed ujwm that faff among a floHoand, -.v> t h«* 
ndex of Urn lieiievolonre and the fdirrwdm-u, that tumid 
>uld help mi* in my stunt, Wo hud »n«t ijilt,i-d loin:, h<*w 
lefore I kuw in tin* expressive phn of hm o«iutrsun.T f.it 
iivon of elegance and refinement than 1 lu>i mmnrd m jt * 
lines,” The acquaintance thus l»rguu, soon ripened into 
fc affectionate intimacy ; and thenceforth Mr» Joanna 
icr distinguished brother, I*r. Maft hew Uailhe, were 
f the friends to win we society Hrott lookrd torwaid with 
*eate«t pleasure when idnait to visit tin* mftro]»*hs I 
fco liavn mentioucHi iw^fore that he had known .Mr >srtlu*hy 
wry cmrly jairitwl of life, ~ * that itmmhh* and inrrlletil 
laving been utatimiwl for Home tune at Kdinlmr^h while 
g his MfajeHty an a eaptniii of clragiwum Nu*u r«*r 
wl for him a »ineere regards he wm alwav», when m 
m t a frequent gueat at. his Inwjntahle t*nurd, ami owed to 
m personal ae.quaiutauee of not a few of ilnnr m<o>t nm 
ontempomries, 

>liue, Prineess of WiU»*h, was in those day*, eon^nlrfetl 
; the d'ories, whose nolitiesi her ImJwnd had uuifortnlf 
*d, as the victim of unmerited mtifurtune, r»t »ui*\ 

1 fatriKhietjoa u» M(tnn<nn t 1*10, 
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from the liimi wantenuess of raprin>, hy a gay ami dissolute 
voluptuary; while the Prince's Whig associate-, hat! espoused 
Ilia quarrel, anil were already, as the event shew«•«!, prepared 
to act, publicly jus well an privately, as il they believed her in 
bo among the must, abandoned of her sex, { know not b\ 
whom Scott was tirst introduced to her little Court at Ulaek- 
heatli; but l think it. was probai»ly through Mrs. Uavuuui, a 
lady of luu* bedchamber, several td' whose notes ami letters 
occur about this time in the collection of his eorrespundenee, 
Thu careless lovit.y of tin 1 Princess's manner was observed hy 
him, I have heard him say, with nuteh regret, as likely to 
bring the purity of heart and mind, for which he gave her 
credit, into suspicion. For example, when, in tlu* course id' 
the evening, she eondueted him by himself to admire souk* 
flowers in a conservatory, and, the place l«‘tug rather shirk, 
his lameness occasioned him to hesitate for a moment m 
following lu>r down some steps which she had taken at a skip, 
alio turned round, and said, with mock indignation, ** Ah ! 
false and faint-hearted troubadour! you will not trust your 
self with me for four of your neck ! " 

I find from one of Mrs, Hay man's letters, that on }>eing 
asked, at Montague I louse, hi recite* some verses of his own, 
he replied that lie had none unpublished which he thought 
worthy of her Royal Highness's attention, but intn»d need a 
short account of the Kttriek .Shepherd, and repeated one of 
the ballads of the Mountain Hard, for which lie was then 
endeavouring to procure subscribers. The Princess appears 
to have been into rested hy the story, mid she affected, at all 
events, to he pleased with the lines; she desired that her 
name might be placed on the Shepherd’s list, mid thus lie hud 
at least one gleam of royal patronage, 

f shall not dwell at present ujam Scott's method of conduct 
in the eimuustaneea of an eminently jHimdar author l*e- 
leagueved by the importunities of fashionable admirers. It is 
bearing when first exposed to such influences was exactly 
wliat it was to the end, and I shall have occasion in the sequel 
to produce the evidence of more than one dolilmrate observer, 
His nomination as Clerk of Hession appeared in the tliwette 
(March 8, 180(1) which amunuiceil the instalment of the Hon, 
Henry Krskine and John Clerk of Khiin m fmrd Advocate 
and Solioibor-aouoral for Scotland. The promotion at such 
a moment, of a distinguished Tory, might well excite the 
wonder of the Parliament House, and even when the circum¬ 
stances were explained, the inferior local adherents of the 
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iluuit I’lUiMt' wrn* far ftt»m rtiHHidrruti; tin* rnisdm t «>f 
in t Inn mat I ri with lrrlim-**t uf isatudartum 
idiratmn of ntsrh ituittdiiii wa-i drr|»I\ re-srnfrd I«y in:* 
Iy HjUrtf; uuil hr tu hut turn :.hrur*i hn irrtfulinti ttt 
iljrr wrll ruirulut rd to i-^I»■ tt*i tu lu;;hrj *{uur tr *n thr 
with w hti’h htn mlvam nurul had Ih <-u t«>'at drd h* 
H mi Wul t llV i»f hlrt at t rti! mu In Jm a t, if w al 
iatrly uftrr n Wltttf Mimdry had ita/rt trd hn 
In atl ulHrt* whirls had Im f u rh r tiumlh 1 f>»s on d a join 
hjri't of hn ambition, that, srhrllim.; a ini -t thr sn.|*Ii »4 
HU iif ItlH hav Ulj.' arrrj 4 nl uomrf btua hhr a §«■! 
ion at I hr hand* of ad4 n nr |««l»t iruin, hr f*»* 1 !**■ lint 
ut, ItiniHrlf fm ward m a dmdrd Tur\ jntitnun 
iiuitrarhmrut td laud I * * I \ slh* w <sn thr lit -if uum* 

thr ttmv (hnrrJitiinit , and <tffrrtn*u and *jr all 

rarnl jw «i*Il ?u» hrt^htriml tin* /ral with whirls Hrull 
III tilt* JHHUt* uf thlft, til his ryrti, \11rll1t1\r |»rurrr»iUsij4 , 
ough thr rx uitturtlrr’a idtumitr ;s« tjmtlal w .v>, a-» t*» »t!l 
arj^rn mvuivuiK Inn jirrsumd honour, i*<«tis| 4 rir, si muni 
1 alluwrd that thr tfsvriihmstsots brought »oil main nr 
.jtrrji hy lui juraim rrrditablr t»» hn dnrn-t s»*n , .md thr 
IjJH nf hm fni’tsdn «ftij*ltt tmtf thrr«d«»rr, to hat r l*rrn 
illy juhihust, Studs limy vrrrr, n at Irani m 

lt>th 1 and Hrult t**uk hin slmrr* in thrm l*\ inditing a 
idurls wiiM amt}? hy datura Italian!) nr, and trrrnnl wsth 
mm ajijilinif«*«, at a jmhln- dmnrr ^m*n *>1 honour **f thr 
m tlm liTth uf *1 mu* lHtHl,* 

reader may tarn i« thin »mg In the t«u*r r 4 ni«r»# «»f 

H'rrA'ii. Mr, W. tasn»t**r, # w»t* «f gtmi traftilng «»t 

UtUra, hlW III a tvwit rottrrllvr r-*lltl««n uf fit* wrlUnp rriinoitlfM 
nrharUatiU* |n*tgmr»ita on dWl»SMt-»ttr4 »n tx’tti {*• «r a rim, whhh 

rltrli of ailvttumt Jtfr* migSst hatr Writ Mjn'lwt t<« Sit 

■iruU hiw lita full «tiAfr in list****, hut \w In *?»<•«! m«f*&ny 

liuwrvrr, tsulJw* thr dtwtlnrt {rr|. | |», ,'Utl#, Ural Hrull 

«hI amt au»m » irtmn|»h«4 «»»ttg »»t» ih*» 4mit» «4 « mittlatrr whom* 
nimr, In* hart ItaHrmt. amt wli« wa# jsist In hi* r*«fl$n whm Urn 
WMtft the fttjr (a run la tntrlk t ‘otuit^tilo *»f K«tt*»t»yrgh him* 

U*4 Urn fart in thirrwi, wlm pnprmmmt 1*1* tnrmlntuy with f§#wit 
iw, and !»la atihumairr wm grmUte than htr* is»rr«l«lisy “ Th#j 
aihh* hmndatlosi an whlrh tlifu #i«ry ran t«te two Imilt t« the 
ta» In r»*r *Uutm t*f llsr *wmj{ mrt»tl«*iw| tu my l*»«l at fhn MuuU* 
i»* the fnt> Thai w»ng written «*4 am*tt In Jtun« l*«i Mr 
thrn and *llw! St* Srf*i#mit*pr 1**4, 'tlm hum whirl# Mr 

ijwftkii nf tut ** fkUrrhsK Fu* 4urtu« hi* UtrUm*\** miv vrry 
riw: U«*y nj»j*rAml tu list* unlaitn i« it*® tlrm «f 
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Hut enough of litis. Scott’s Tory feelings certainly appear 
to have been kept in a very excited state during the whole of 
that; short reign of tin* Whit's. He then, for the first time, 
mingled keenly in the details of county politics, canvassed 
electors harangued meetings; and, in a word, made himself 
conspicuous as a leading instrument of his party - more espe¬ 
cially as an indefatigable local manager, wherever the parlia¬ 
mentary interest of the Buccleueh family wits in peril. But he 
was, in truth, earnest, and serious in Ins Iwdief that the new 
rulers of the country were disposed to almlish many of its most 
valuable institutions ; and he regarded with special jealousy 
certain schemes of innovation with res isn’t to the courts of law 
and the administration of justice, which were set. on foot by the 
(Irown oilicers for Scotland. At a debate of the Kueulty of 
Advocates on some of theso propositions, he made a speech 
much longer than any he had ever before delivered in that as¬ 
sembly; and sovoral who heard it have assured me, that it had 
a flow and energy of eloquence for which those who knew him 
best, had been quite unprepared. When tfie meeting broke up, 
lie walked across the. Mound, on his way to Oiwtle .Street,, Inn 
twocn Mr. Jeffrey and another of his reforming friends, who 
complimented him on the rhetorical powers ho had been dis¬ 
playing, and would willingly have treated the subject-matter of 
tlic discussion playfully. But his feelings had been moved to 
an extent far beyond their apprehension; he exclaimed, “No, 
no — ’tin no laughing matter; little by little, whatever your 
wishes may be, you will destroy and undermine, until notliing 
of what makes Scotland Scotland shall remain,” And so say¬ 
ing, ho turnoil round to conceal his agitation - but not Indore 
Mr. Jeffrey saw tears gushing down his cheek ~~ resting 
his head until he recovered himself on the wall of the Mound. 
Seldom, if ever, in his more advanced age, did any feelings 
obtain such mastery. 

Before any of these scenes oouurred he liad entered upon his 
duties as Clerk of Session; and as he continued to discharge 
thorn, with exemplary regularity, and to the entire satisfaction 
both of the Judges and the Bar, during the long period of 

body who know Scott knows that ho never sang a mm In Ufa* life ; and if 
that had not boon notorious, who but Mr. lAtidor could have heard with¬ 
out " incredulity,” that ho sang a triumphal song on the death at Fax in 
the presence of the publisher of Marmlan and pre^rtetor of the Etiinhurgh 
Review 9 I may add, though it is needlaan, that Constable'll sen-in-law 
'and partner, Mr. Cadell, - “ never heard of sttoh a song as that described 
by Mr. Lanaor.” 
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law-papers and authorilies at, home. Thorn was also a great 
deal of really base drudgery, such as thr authenticating »d’ reg¬ 
istered deeds by signature, whieli be had it) go through out, of 
Omni; ho had, too, a Shrievalty, though not a heavy one, all 
tin? while upon his hands; and, on t In* whole, if forms one 
of the most remarkable features in his history, that, through¬ 
out the most active period of his literary career, he must, have 
devoted a large proportion of his hours, during half at, least,of 
every year, to the conscientious discharge of professional duties. 

Henceforth, then, when in Edinburgh, his literary work was 
performed chietly before breakfast; with the assistance of 
such evening hours as he could contrive to rescue from the 
consideration of (hmrl, papers, and from those social engage¬ 
ments in which, year after year, :is his celebrity advanced# he 
was of necessity more, and more largely involved ; and of liioHe 
entire days during which the tkmrt of Session did not Sit 
days which, by most of those holding the same official sta¬ 
tion, were given to relaxation and amusement. So long us ho 
continued quartermaster of the Volunteer (’avalry, of course 
he had, even while in Edinburgh, some occasional horse exer¬ 
cise; but, in general, his town life henceforth was in that 
respect as inactive as his country lift 1 ever was the reverse. 
He scorned for a long while to attach any consequence to this 
complete alternation of habits; but we shall find him confess' 
ing m the sequel that it proved highly injurious to his bodily 
health. 

1 may hero observe, that the duties of his clerkship brought 
him into close daily connexion with a set of gentlemen, must, 
of whom were soon regarded by him with the must cordial 
affection and conlulouou. One of his new colleagues was 
David Hume (the nephew of the historian), whose lectures on 
the Law of Scotland are characterised with just eulogy in the 
Ashestiel Memoir, and who subsequently became a Baron of 
the Exchequer; a man aa virtuous amt amiable, as conspicuous 
for masculine vigour of intellect and variety of knowledge. 
Another was Hector Macdonald Buchanan of Drummakiln, 
a frank-hearted and generous gentleman, not the less accepta¬ 
ble to Scott for the Highland prejudices which he inherited 
with the high blood of Olanranald; at whose beautiful seat of 
Iio88 Priory, on the shores of Loelilomond, he was henceforth 
almost annually a visitor — a circumstance which has left 
many traces in the Wavorloy Hovels. A third (though I be¬ 
lieve of later appointment), with whom his intimacy was not 
less strict, was the late excellent Bir Hubert Dundaa, of Beech- 
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id, Bart. ; and the fourth, was the friend of his boyhood, 
of the dearest he ever had, Colin Mackenzie of Portmore. 
;h these gentlemen’s families, he and his lived in such con- 
t familiarity of kindness, that the children all called 'their 
Lers’ colleagues uncles , and the mothers of their little friends, 
ts ; and in truth, the establishment was a brotherhood. 
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Marin ion — ‘Rdit.ion of Drydni, &<\ Morrill., - Domestic life • Quarrel 

willi Oonslalile & Co. - John Hnllantyuc .Marted us a Publisher■ ■ 

'['ho hjuarterly Review begun. ISDii ISOS. 

.1 )ukiN(« the whole of liStHi ami 1HI>7 Hryden continued to 
occupy the gresler share of Scott's literary hours; but in iho 
course of (.he former year ho found lime, and (not withstanding 
a few political bickerings) inclination to draw up throe papers 
for iho Kdinburgh Review; one being that oxipiisito jiiooe of 
humour, the arUoloou the Miseries of Human Idle, to which 
Mr. Jeffrey added some, if not, all, of the Reviewers’ (1 roans, 
.lie also edited, with Preface and Notes, Original Memoirs 
written during the. (I real. Civil Wars; being 1 he Hi ft* of Sir 
Henry Slingsby, and Memoirs of Captain Hodgson, iSa*. 'Phis 
volume was put forth in October 1 .SOI5 by Constable; and in 
November he began Mansion,- - the first, of bis own Poems 
in which that enterprising firm had a primary part. 

11 o was at; this time in communication with several booksell¬ 
ers, each of whom would willingly have engrossed his labour; 
but from the. moment that his undertakings began to be serious, 
Ite seems to have acted on the maxim, that no author should 
ever let any one house* fancy that they had obtained a right 
of monopoly over his works-—or, as lie expressed it, in the 
language of the Hrottish feudalists, “that they had completely 
thirled him to their mill.” Of the conduct of Messrs. Hong- 
man, 1m has attested that. it. was liberal beyond his expectation ; 
lmt;, nevortheloHH, a negotiation which they now opened proved 
fruitless. Constable offered a thousand guineas for the poem 
very shortly after it was begun, and without having seen one 
lino of if. It is hinted in the Introduction of 18,* 10, that- pri¬ 
vate circumstances rendered it desirable for Scott to obtain the 
immediate command of such a sum; the price was actually 
paid long before the book was published; and it suits very well 
with Constable’s character to suppose that his readiness to 
advance the money may have outstripped the calculations of 
more established dealers, and thus cost the balance in his 
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wildernesses whore Yarrow creeps from her fountains. The 
lines, 

“Oft. in my mind Much thoughts awake, 

By lono Saint Mary’s silent lake,” &e. 

paint a scene not less impressive than what Byron found amidst 
the gigantic pines of the forest of Ravenna; and how com¬ 
pletely does lie set. himself before us in the moment, of Ids 
gentler and more solemn inspiration, by the closing couplet, 

“Your horse’s lioof-trend sounds too rude, 

So stilly is tilt! solitude.” 

But when the theme was of a mart' stirring order, he enjoyed 
pursuing it; over brake and fell at. the full speed of his Lieu¬ 
tenant. 1 well remember his saying, ns l rode with him across 
the hills from Ashestiei to Newark one day in his declining 
years — “ Oh, man, I Intel many a grand gallop among these 
braes when 1 was thinking of Marmioh, lmt a trotting ninny 
pony must serve mo now.” 

Mr. Skene, however, informs me that many of the more en¬ 
ergetic descriptions, and particularly that of the buttle of Klod- 
den, wore struck out while he was in quarters again with bis 
cavalry, in the autumn of lHOT. ” In the intervals of drilling,” 
he says, “ Scott used to delight in walking his powerful black 
stood up and down by himself upon the Purtobollo sands, 
within the beating of the surge ; and now and then you would 
see him plunge in his spurs, and go off as if at. the charge, with 
the spray dashing about him. As we rode back to Mussel¬ 
burgh, he often came, and placed himself beside me, to repeat 
the verses that he had been composing during these pauses of 
our exercise.” 

lie seems to have communicated fragments of the poem very 
freely during the whole of its progress. As early as the 21id 
February 1807, 1 find Mrs. II ay man acknowledging, in the 
name of the Princess of Wales, tin; receipt of a copy of the 
.Introduction to Canto III., in which occurs the tribute to her 
heroic father, mortally wounded the year before at Jena — 
a tribute so grateful to her feelings, that she sent the pm»l an 
elegant silver vase as a memorial of her thankfulness. Ami 
about the same time, the Marchioness of A be room expresses 
the delight with which both she and her lord had rend the 
generous verses on Pitt and Fox. But his connexion with this 
family was no now one; for his father, and afterwards his 
brother, had been the auditors of their Beoleh rental. 
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In March., his researches concerning Dryden carried him 
ain to the south. For several weeks he gave his day pretty 
gularly to the pamphlets and MSS. of the British Museum, 
.d the evening to the brilliant societies that now courted him 
.ienever he came within their sphere. “ As I had,” he writes 
his brother-in-law in India, “ contrary to many who avowed 
e same opinions in sunshine, held fast my integrity during 
e Foxites’ interval of power, I found myself of course very 
ill with the new administration.” But he uniformly reserved 
Saturday and Sunday either for Mr. Ellis at Sunningliill, 
Lord and Lady Abercorn at Stanmore; and the press copy 
Cantos I. and II. of Marmion attests that most of it reached 
illantyne in sheets franked by the Marquis, or his son-in-law 
>rd Aberdeen. Before he turned homeward, he made a short 
sit to his friend William Hose in Hampshire, and enjoyed 
his company various long rides in the New Forest, a day in 
e dock-yard of Portsmouth, and two or three more in the Isle 
Wight. Several sheets of Canto III. are also under covers 
inked from Gundimore. In the first week of May we find 
m at Lichfield, having diverged from the great road to Scot- 
ad for the purpose of visiting Miss Seward. Her account of 
a correspondent, whom till now she had never seen, was ad- 
essed to Mr. Cary, the translator of Dante. “ This proudest 
iast of the Caledonian muse is tall,” she says, “ and rather 
bust than slender, but lame in the same manner as Mr. Hay- 
y, and in a greater measure. Neither the contour of his face 
>r yet his features are elegant; his complexion healthy, and 
mewhat fair, without bloom. We find the singularity of 
own hair and eye-laslies, with flaxen eye-brows; and a coun- 
nance open, ingenuous, and benevolent. When seriously con- 
irsing or earnestly attentive, though his eyes are rather of 
iglitish grey, deep thought is on their lids ; he contracts his 
'ow, and the rays of genius gleam aslaut from the orbs beneath 
,em. An upper lip too long prevents his mouth from being 
scidedly handsome; but the sweetest emanations of temper 
Ld heart play about it when lie talks cheerfully or smiles — 
id in company he is much oftener gay than contemplative*— 
,s conversation an overflowing fountain of brilliant wit, ap- 
>site allusion, and playful archness — while on serious themes 
is nervous and eloquent; the accent decidedly Scotch, yet 
r no means broad. Not less astonishing than was Johnson’s 
emory is that of Mr. Scott; like Johnson, also, his recitation 
too monotonous and violent to do justice either to his own 
itings or those of others.” Miss Seward adds, that she 
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showed him the passage in Cary’s Daub' where Michael Scott 
occurs, and that though ho. admired tin* spirit and .shill of the 
version, lie. confessed his inability to tiinl pleasure in the l>ivina 
Commcdia. “The plan,’’ he said, “appeared to him unhappy ; 
the personal malignity and strange, mode of revenge presumpt¬ 
uous and uninteresting.” By the iL’th of May ho was at Edin¬ 
burgh for the commencement id'the summer session, and the 
printing of his Poem seems thenceforth to have gone on at times 
with great rapidity, at others slowly and irregularly; the lat¬ 
ter cantos having no doubt, been merely blocked out when the 
first; went to press, and his professional avocations, but above 
all his .Uryden, occasioning frequent interruptions. 

Mr. (luthrie Wright, who was among tin* familiar associates 
of the Troop, has furnished me with some details which throw 
light; on the construction of Mansion. This gentleman had, 
through Scott's good oiliecs, succeeded his brother Thomas in 
the charge of the Abereont lmsiness,>— “ In the summer of 
1807,” he says, “ 1 had the pleasure of making a trip with Sir 
Walter to Dumfries, for the purpose of meeting Lord A be room 
on his way to Ireland. IBs Lordship did not arrive for two 
or throe days, and we employed the interval in visiting Sweet¬ 
heart Abbey, Caerlaveroek Castle, and some other ancient 
buildings in the neighbourhood, lie recited poetry ami old 
legends from morn till night; and it is impossible that, any¬ 
thing could bo more delightful than his society; hut what 1 
particularly allude to is the circumstance, that at that, time lie 
was writing Marmion, the. three or four first cantos of which he 
had with him, ami which he was so good as read to me. It is 
unnecessary to say liow much 1 was enchanted with them; 
but as he good-naturedly asked me to state any observations 
that occurred to me, i said in juke that it appeared to me lie 
had brought his hero by a very strange route into Scotland. 

‘ Why, 5 says 1, LI id ever mortal coming from England to Edin¬ 
burgh go by Clifford, Crichton Castle, Borthwiek Castle, and 
over the top of Block ford Hill ? Not only is it a circuitous 
detour , but there never was a rosul that wav since the world 
was created 1 5 ‘That is ft most irrelevant objection, 5 said Sir 
Walter; ‘it was my good pleasure to bring Marmion by that 
routo, for the purpose of describing the places you have men¬ 
tioned, and the view from Blackford Hill—it was his business 
to find his road and pick his steps the best way he could. 
But, pray, how would you have me bring him 7 Hot by the 
post-road, surely, as if he had been travelling in a mail-coach ? 5 
— f No, 5 I replied; ‘ there wore neither poat-roada nor mail- 
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Whose voir** Siwffffrd my tale, 

Thai saute Xi*vrml**-r gale >>n<« «*<.!*! 

Whirls the dry leaves **»i ¥ arrow ale.re “ 

Intrmluetion wan written in Kdmbnrgh in lit** m-mth 
; that to the hml mu to, during the t 'hrt«ima» lest»» 
nrtmmduiiwe, where, from the find darn «f In* i-,» IU4 
a the eh we of Ida life, he, like hut i«kird<nl Mtti'eatof, 
ml that iteamm with the immedmte t»m»4 .,f ihe sm e 
apjH'iidix of noleu, ineludiug u jiim» *«f rsussss*,?} tuiii 
UitatioiiH, muit have tmived nmtiewhat sh>» !\ 

*"« Irnndn; hut Marmum wm »i h<ngth r»-.eh f**f %»uh 
' the middle of I'Vbruury 1 ,ho,h 

the «graver eurea " whmh he allude?* to Imtam 
tl his nrogreaft, were tluw* of preparing him self tn$ 

> whieh he wan formally a|»|Mnut**-il »wu» afterwar«l%, 

,at of BtMiretwy to a l*».rhitiiiMit*ry t utnmmsmnt f**r 
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the improvement of SvnUisli .Implini.I.-mv Tl.is 
sion, at the head of wlin-h w»s M; Mav I am,,!.eli. l,„ 
dent of the Court of Session, continued m operation It 
three years. Scott’s salary, as s.rtvtary, was a nm: 
but he had been led to oxinvt that lus esevturns m th 
itv would lead to hotter things. In giving a general 
his affairs to his brother-in-law m India, he wins • 
principally pleased with my now appointment as he 
ferred on me by our chief law lords am! Kings emu: 
consequently an honourable professional distinctim 

employment will bo but tiMiiporary. lntt may have emeu: 

important to my .'future lot. in liie, it l gi\c dm* satini ;• 
the discharge of it.” Ilo appears accordingly to la: 
mitted to a great deal of drudgery, m mastering the !• 
controversies which had called hu legislattu ial inter, 
and he discharged his functions, as usual, with the w 
probation of his superiors ; but no result followed. 

Not only did he write sundry artieles for the Kdinini 
view while Marmion was on hand, but having now I 1 
correspondence with Mr. Southey, whose literature hiul 
yet been very lucrative to him, 1m made an effort t.o enj 
friend also in the same critical corps. Thniahaaml Mm 
been handled by thorn in no very fluttering style; tb 
works of Wordsworth still more irreverently ; hut Hunt 
clined these offers of intermediation on the score mainly 
tics—expressing, at the same lime, some regret that Word, 
in his magnificent sonnet on K illieeruukie, should havi 
duced that typo of ultra-Toryism, the Viscount of f hmdee, i 
apparent censuro of his character. In reply (Ifillt I>e«; 
1807}, Scott admits his own “extreme dislike ” of the : 
the Keview as to the war with llonaparle. lie says:- ■ 
ever thought he did a service to a person engaged in m 


ous conflict, by proving to him, or attempting to prove, t 
must necessarily be beaton ? and what effect can stteh iat 
have but to accelerate the ncooniplislmmutof the prophecy 
it contains ? And as for (latitude Kiminripiithm I ai 
God knows, a bigot in religious matters, nor a friend to 


cution; but if a particular sect of religionists are ifmo/ut i 
nected yfith foreign polities — and placed umler the* hi* 
direction of a class of priests, whose unrivalled dextortl 
activity are increased by the rules which detach them frn 
rest of the world — 1 humbly think that we may be ex 
from intrusting to them those places in the Htate wltej 
influence of such a clergy, who act under the direction 
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ssive tool of our worst foe, is likely to be attended witli the 
st fatal consequences. If a gentleman cliooscs to walk about 
ih a couple of pounds of gunpowder in his pocket, if I give 
a the shelter of my roof, I may at least be permitted to ex- 
de him from the seat next to the fire. So thinking, I have 
5 your scruples in doing anything for tho Kovicw of late, 
for my good friend Dundee, I cannot admit his culpability 
the extent you allege; and it is scandalous of the Sunday 
d to join in your condemnation, ‘ and yet come of a noble 
Bine! 51 I admit he was taut soitpeu, sauvage. — but he was 
oble savage; and the beastly Covenanters against whom ho 
ed, hardly had any claim to be called men, unless what was 
nded on their walking upon their hind feet. You can hardly 
.ceive the perfidy, cruelty, and stupidity of those people, ao- 
ding to the accounts they have themselves preserved. But 
dinit I had many cavalier prejudices instilled into mo, as my 
,estor was a Killiecrankie man. 55 

dr. Southey happened to be in London when Marmion came 
, and he wrote thus to the author on his return to Keswick 
c Half the poem I had read at JIeber 5 s before my own copy 
ived. I went punctually to breakfast with him, and ho was 
g enough dressing to let me devour so much of it. The story 
nade of better materials than tho Lay, yot they arc not so 
1 fitted together. As a whole, it has not pleased me so much 
n parts, it has pleased me more. There is nothing so finoly 
ceived in your former poem as the death of Marmion: thovo 
LOthing finer in its conception anywhere. The introductory 
sties I did not wish away, because, as poems, they gave me 
at pleasure; but I wished them at the end of the volume, or 
he beginning—anywhere except where they were. My taste 
erhaps peculiar in disliking all interruptions in narrative 
try. When the poet lets his story sleep, and talks in his 
i person, it has to me the same sort of unpleasant effect that 
iroduced at the end of an act. You are alive to know what 
ows, and lo — down comes the curtain, and the fiddlers begin 
h their abominations. 55 

pass over a multitude of the congratulatory effusions of 
srior names, but must not withhold part of a letter on a 
o sheet, written not in the first hurry of excitement, but 
months after Marmion had reached Ellis, lie then says : 
c All the world are agreed that you are like tho elephant 
itioned in the Spectator, who was the greatest elephant in 
world except himself, and consequently, that the only ques- 

1 James Grahame, author of The Sabbath, &c. 
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tion at issue in, whether the Lay or Marmion .shall bo reputed 
the most pleasing poem in our language — save ami except one. 
or two of Dryden’s fables. But, with respect, to the two rivals, 
I think the Lay is, on the whole, the greatest, favourite, tfc is 
admitted that the fable of Marmion is greatly superior--that 
it contains a greater diversity of character--- that H inspires 
more interest — ami that it is by no means inferior in point of 
poetical expression; but. if is contended that the incident of 
ihdoraine.’s journey to Melrose surpasses anything in Marmion, 
and that the personal appearance of the Minstrel, who, though 
the last, is l>y far the most charming of all minstrels, is by 
no moans compensated by the idea oi an author shorn oi his 
picturesque heard, deprived of his harp, ami writing letters 
to his intimate friends. These introductory epistles, indeed, 
though excellent in themselves, are in fact only interruptions 
to the fable ; and accordingly, nine out, of ten have perused them 
separately, either after or before the nuem — and it is obvious 
that they cannot have produced, in either ease, the effort which 
was proposed — viz. of relieving the reader's attention, and giv¬ 
ing variety to the whole. Perhaps, continue these critics, it 
would be fair to say that. Marmion delights us in spite of its 
introductory epistles — while the Lay owes its principal charm 
to the venerable old minstrel; — the two poems may be con¬ 
sidered as equally respectable to the talents of the author ; but. 
the first, being a more perfect whole, will be more constantly 
preferred. JMow, all this may be very true - but it is no less 
true that everybody has already read Marmion more than tniem 
— that it is the subject of general conversation - that it de¬ 
lights all ages and all tastes, and that it is universally allowed 
to improve) upon a second reading. My own opinion is, that 
both the productions are equally good in their different ways: 
yet, upon the whole, 1 had rather be the author of Manama than 
of the Lay, because 1 think its species of excellence of much 
more difficult attainment. What degree of bulk may be essen¬ 
tially necessary to the corporeal part of an Klpic jxmm, i know 
not; hut sure I am that the story of Marmion might have fur¬ 
nished twelve books as easily as six — that the masterly char¬ 
acter of Constance would not have boon less Switching had it 
been much more minutely painted —- and that De Wilton might 
have been dilated with great ease, and mm to tumttidorablo ad¬ 
vantage; — in short, that had it been your intention merely to 
exhibit a spirited romantic story instead of making that story 
subservient to the delineation of' the manners which prevailed 
at a certain period of our history, the number ami variety of 






cters would have suited any scale of painting. Mar- 
Deloraine what Tom Jones is to Joseph Andrews; 
dsh of high breeding nowhere diminishes the prom- 
bhe features — and the minion of a king is as light 
t a cavalier as the Borderer, — rather less ferocious, 
>d, less fit for the hero of a ballad, and far more for 
f a regular poem. On the whole, I can sincerely 
, *' sans phrase / that had I seen Marmion without 
ie author, I should have ranked it with Theodore 
ia, — that is to say, on the very top shelf of Eng- 
.” This elegant letter may no doubt be considered 
me of the very highest and most refined of London 
m Marmion, during the first freshness of its popu- 
before the only critical journal of which any one in 
thought very seriously, had pronounced its verdict. 

5 consider some parts of that judgment, together with 
3 personal intimacy with the editor and the aid which 
late been affording to the Keview itself, it must be 
at Mr. Jeffrey acqxutted himself on this occasion in 
lighly creditable to his courageous sense of duty. 
?r for April 1808 was accompanied by this note: — 
:eet, Tuesday.—Dear Scott, — If I did not give you 
lore magnanimity than other of your irritable tribe, 
3areely venture to put this into your hands. As it 
vith no little solicitude, and earnestly hope that it 
no difference in the friendship which has hitherto 
etween us. I have spoken of your poem exactly as 
d though I cannot reasonably suppose that you will 
with everything I have said, it would mortify me 
ly to believe I had given you pain. If you have 
left for me, you will not delay very long to tell me 
meantime, I am very sincerely yours, — F. Jeffrey.” 
er will I hope pause here and read the article as it 
leavouring to put himself into the situation of Scott 
is laid upon his desk, together with this ominous 
the editor, who, as it happened, had been for some 
id to dine that same Tuesday in Castle Street. The 
tieism of the paper is, I am sure, done in a style on 
vriter cannot now reflect with perfect equanimity, 
ran on the lofty and decisive tone of the sweeping 
by which it was introduced. All this, however, I 
} Scott to have gone through with great composure; 
t, I think, have wondered, to say the least, when he 
elf accused of having “ throughout neglected Scot- 
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tisli fooling and Scottish characters! " fin who h;u I just: 
poured out all llm |ia,lriolit’ out husiusui of his soul in so many 
passages of Mannion, whirh every Scotchman 1 1 > ihi* end of 
time will have. by heart; painted flu- capital, the court, tho 
camp, tlm heroic old chieftains of Scot laud, in colours instinct, 
with a fervour that can never die; amt dignitied the most, fatal 
of her national misfortunes by a celebration as loftily pathetic 
as over blended pride with sorrow, -a bat tie piece which even 
his critic had pronounced to be the noblest save in Homer! 
Hub not oven this injustice was likely to wound him very 
deeply. (tuning from one of the recent witnesses o{ his pas- 
sionuto agitation on (hr Mmiml, perhaps he would only smile 
at it. At all events, he could make allowance for the jietu- 
luncies into which men the least- disposed to injure the feel¬ 
ings of others will sometimes lie betrayed, when the critical 
rod is in their hands. He assured Mr. dcjfrey that the article 
had not disturbed his digestion, though he imped neither his 
booksellers nor the public would agree with the opinions it 
expressed; and begged he would eome to dinner at the hour 
previously appointed. Mr. Jeffrey appeared accordingly, and 
was received by Ids host with the frankest cordiality; but had 
the mortification to observe Unit, the mistress of the house, 
though perfectly polite, was not quite ho easy with him as 
usual. She, too, behaved herself with exemplary civility dur¬ 
ing the dinner; hut could not help saying, in her broken Mug- 
Hall, when her guest was departing, “Well, goodnight, Mr. 
Jeffrey —-day tell me that you have abused Scott, in de Review, 
and I hope Mr. C'onstahle has paid you very well fur writing it.” 
This anecdote was not perhaps worth giving; hut it has been 
printed already in an exaggerated shape, so I thought it as 
well to present, the edition which 1 have derived from the tips 
of all the three persons concerned. No one, 1 am sure, will 
think the worse of any of them for it, — least, of all of Mrs, 
Scott. SIio might well Im pardoned, if she took to herself 
more than her own share in the misadventures as well as tlm 
successes of the most affectionate of protectors. It was, I 
believe, about this times when, us Heott has confessed, “ the 
popularity of Marmiou gave him such a hwst\ he hud for a 
moment almost lost his footing,” that a shrewd and sly ob¬ 
server, Mrs. Grant of Laggan, said, wittily enough, upon leav¬ 
ing a brilliant assembly where the poet had lnmu surrounded 
by all the buzz and glare of fashionable costacy Mr. Heott 
always seems to me like a glass, through winch the rays of 
admiration pass without sensibly affecting it; but the bit of 
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,per tliat lies beside it will presently be in a blaze— and no 
mder.” 

I shall not, after so much about criticism, say anything more 
Marmion in this place, than that I have always considered 
as on the whole the greatest of Scott’s poems. There is a cer- 
in light, easy, virgin charm about the Lay, which we look for 
vain through the subsequent volumes of his verse; but the 
perior strength, and breadth, and boldness both of concep- 
n and execution in the Marmion appear to me indisputable, 
le great blot, the combination of mean felony with so many 
ble qualities in the character of the hero, was, as the poet 
ys, severely commented on at the time by the most ardent of 
early friends, Leyden; but though he admitted the justice 
that criticism, he chose “ to let the tree lie as it had fallen.” 
e was also sensible that many of the subordinate and connect- 
g parts of the narrative are flat, harsh, and obscure — but 
mid never make any serious attempt to do away with these 
iperfections; and perhaps they, after all, heighten by con- 
ast the effect of the passages of high-wrought enthusiasm 
hich alone he considered, in after days, with satisfaction. 
3 for the “epistolary dissertations” (as Jeffrey called them), 
must, I take it, be allowed that they interfered with the flow 
the story, when readers were turning the leaves in the first 
ow of curiosity; and they were not, in fact, originally in- 
nded to be interwoven in any fashion with the romance of 
armion. Though the author himself does not allude to, and 
d perhaps forgotten the circumstance, when writing the 
troductory Essay of 1830 — they were announced by an 
vertisement early in 1807 as “Six Epistles from Ettrick 
rest,” to be published in a separate volume ; and perhaps it 
ght have been better that this first plan had been adhered to. 
it however that may be, are there any pages, among all he 
er wrote, that one would be more sorry he should not have 
itten ? They are among the most delicious portraitures that 
nius ever painted of itself, —buoyant, virtuous, happy genius 
exulting in its own energies, yet possessed and mastered by 
dear, calm, modest mind, and happy only in diffusing happi- 
ss around it. 

The feelings of political partisanship find no place in this 
m; but though Mr. Jeffrey chose to complain of its “man- 
st neglect of Scottish feelings,” I take leave to suspect that 
3 boldness and energy of British patriotism which breathes in 
many passages, may have had more share than that alleged 
fission in pointing* the pen that criticised Marmion. Scott 
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bail sternly and indignantly rebuked amt ili'itnunmi tlm than 
too prevalent spirit of anti national despondence; ho had put 
tho trumpot to his lips, and duuo Ids part at least to sustain 
the hope and resolution of his countrymen in that siniggle 
from which it was tin' doctrine of the Kdmlmrgh Review that 
no nano observer of the times could anticipate anything hut 
ruin and degradation. Ho must ever he considered us the 
mighty minstrel ” of the unti tlallieau war; and it was Mar- 
mioit that first announced him in that eharaeter. 

Re all this as it may, his connexion wit it tho Review was 
now broken off; and indeed it was never renewed, except, in 
one instanee, many Years after, when the strong wish to serve 
poor Malarm shook hint for a moment from Ins purpose. Thu 
loftiest, and purest of human beings seldom act hut under a 
mixture of motives, and l shall not attempt to guess in what, 
purport,ions he was swayed by aversion to the political dots 
trines which the journal hud lately 1mh<u avowing with increased 
openness by dissatisfaction with its judgments of his own 
works — or, lastly, by the feeling that, whether tlumo judg¬ 
ments were or were not just, it was hut an idle business for 
him to assist by his own pen the popularity of the vehicle that 
diffused them. That he was influenced more or less by all of 
these considerations, appears highly probable; ami 1 fancy I 
oan trace same indications of each of them in it letter with 
which X am favoured by a warm lover of literature, and a sin- 
core admirer both of Scott and Jeffrey, and though numbered 
among the Tories in the House of (lomuums, yet one of the most 
liberal section of his party'—who huppmed to visit Scotland 
shortly after the article on Marmion appeared, and iius set down 
liis recollections of the course of table-talk at a dinner where he 
for the first time met the poet in company with Ids censor: — 
“ There were,” ho says, “ only a few people Imsides the two lions 
— and assuredly I have seldom passed a more agreeable tiny. 
A thousand subjects of literature, antiquities, and manners, wore 
started; and much was 1 struck, m you may well suppose, hv 
tho extent, correctness, discrimination, and accuracy of .Jeffrey *a 
information; equally so with his taste, acuteness, and wit, in 
dissecting every hook, author, and story that came in our way. 
Nothing could surpass the variety of his knowledge, hut the easy 
rapidity of his manner of producing it. He was then in his me¬ 
ridian. Scott, delighted to draw him out, delighted also to talk 
himself, and displayed, I think, even a larger range of anecdote 
and illustration ; remembering everything^whether true or false, 

1 The late Mr. Morritt of Bokeby. — 2848, 
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t was ehnrncteriHtie or impressive; everything th.U w.m go»*d, 
lively, or lively, it siruck me that there was this great *ltf 
>nce - - .1 cllrey, fur the most par l eutertuined u», when 
'(» under discuHshm, with t lie detect nm * * f fault *, hiuudct n, j«l * 
Jit.ie.4, (ir plugiariNtHM : Sn it t took up the m.lttri w heir he left 
veal led MonieeotupeitHufmg beauty i*r r\« ellen. «• I * *t n Inch n<* 
lit. had been allowed,uml by t h«* reett alum. pm h.»p **} .me hoc 
t/a, set the poor vietuu on hi* tegsu-.’.im i 1-e'im«• si « a net 
ut. this I itue t Imt Seutt laid abandoned hot pi t< .■ m M i d *• if sm ' s 
*N, Tilt' journal had been started aimmg the I'lnn 
cty with which K.d in burgh abounded whm ilu * aor b,.ih 
‘ring life un barrister* ; utui .lelfrev ht nntu ip,i! eo.utpnoi * 
Home time were Sydney Smith, Brougham, Horner, S* <<!i 
self — and on Mrieul ilie subject *, Playfair , but elever run 
utot’H were sought for in all quarters, Hut tt «• as t»»»l long 
>re Brougham dipped the concern deep in wit! v Whiggen , 
it. was thought at. the t hue that some very tooiidi negT* {•> 
lie part, of Pitt had a priueip.il share in uuknij.; *>e*«uul «>f 
a* brilliant, youtlg men decide Oil carrying moj ! heir «r.kp 
to t.he enemy's eniup. Sent I wan u M ome T-*i i. n.%-, , },> 
ily reenlleetiotiN and poet leal feelings of in-on »i e-u, ,» ,1 , M 
e. .Jeffrey, however, was an early f m ml and slm* th< »»• 
a eunllietion of feelings on ln»f h widen Soli, .i- s t « 
rmnouHtrail'd against the deepening Whigg. n ^ 

, r e<l that he could not resist the wit, Scot! ottered in | un 

I at a witty hit of Toryism Imt the editor pleaded 

i t.he danger of ilieoiiKisteitey, Tbme ddFrr.neea, i»r a « 

'd -and soon dismdved their federation To return t.< 
■fay dinner, An the eland wn« tttkitti* its round*. Jeffrey 
'dueeil Home good-natured eulogy of his old an pjwir I era 
iey Smith, Brougham, nml Horner. • tome,' imvs Sroit, 
can’t Hay too much aUmt Sydney or Brougham, |»«f f 
imt^ admire your Horner: be sdw <tv« put i«n m mind 
badiah’s bull, who, although tw Knllmr Shandy olwerred, 
lever produced a calf, went through Ins Im-iumM with 
a grave demeanour, that, he always mum Uined Ins rmdit 
u pariah!’ The fun of the illustration tempted S«i« t<> 
Hally, I liidieve; but Homer'n talents did not he s« 
mr, and hi« eetmmuieal labmtra were totally uncongenial 

II mind of Scott," 

fern quitting Murminu and it« nrittra, t ought t«* mv tlwl, 
the Hay, this and the subsequent great p.*em>s tn<r<i all 
imblmhed in a Hplendid ipiarto form The «'<tuo of iUp 
lal Mamion, prion a guiiu*a and a hail, were 
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in leas tlian a month; and twelve octavo editions between ISOS 
and 1S25, had earned the sale in upward?. *d' SO,non copies, 
before the author iue.ludeil it in the collection of his poetry 
with biographical prefaces in 1SS0; since which period there 
have been frequent reprints ; making an aggregate legitimate 
circulation between 1808 and IStSni about tiO.oou, 

Ere the poem was published, a heavy task, begun earlier, 
and continued throughout its progress, had been nearly cum- 
pleted; and thore appeared in the last week n| April Isus, /7/e 
Works of John I)ri/dcn, non'first rullrcffd; n-ith imtm hisfurirut, 
critical, and eo'plaiuttori/, and <t Lif' q/ tin’ Arthur, b.n/hteiu 
volumes, Svo. This was the bold specula!i*>n uf William Miller 
of Albemarle Street; and the editors tee, at forty guineas t In* 
volume, was L.7b(>. The bulk of the enileefiuu, the neglect 
into which a majority of the pieces had (alien, the obsoleteness 
of the party polities which had so largely exercised the author's 
pen, and the indecorum, not seldom running into tlagraut in¬ 
decency, by which transcendent genius hud ministered tu the 
appetites of a licentious age, all combined to make the warmest 
of Scott’s admirers doubt whether even his skill ami reputation 
would be found suflleiont to ensure the success of this under 
taking. It was, however, better received than any one. except 
perhaps the courageous bookseller himself, bad anticipated. 
The entire work was reprinted in I.SL'l ; since then the Life 
of Dry den has had its place in various editions of Scott's prose 
miscellanies ; nor perhaps does that class of his writings include 
any piece which keeps a higher estimation. 

This Dry den was criticised in the Edinburgh Review fur 
October 1808, with great ability, and, on tin* whole, with ad¬ 
mirable candour. The industry and perspicacity w i(h which 
Scott had carried through his editorial researches ami uiinota 
tions were acknowledged in terms whirls, had he known the 
name of his reviewer, must have been doubly gratifying ; and 
it was confessed that, in the life of his author, be tuw! corrected 
with patient honesty, and filled up with lucid and expansive 
detail, the sometimes careless and often nuked out line of John 
son’s mastorly Essay. It would be Huperlhinus to quote in this 
place a specimon of critical skill which has already enjoyed 
wide circulation, and which will hereafter, tm doubt, \m" in¬ 
cluded in the miscellaneous prose works of U ai.i.aw, The 
points of political faith on which that great writer dissents 
from the Editor of Dry don, would, even if l hud the incli¬ 
nation to pursuo such a discussion, lead me far astray front 
■fclie immediate object of these pages; they embrace questions 
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on which, the best and wisest of onr countrymen will probably 
continue to take opposite sides, as long as our past history 
excites a living interest, and our literature is that of an 
active nation. On the poetical character of Dryden, I think 
the editor and his critic will be found to have expressed sub¬ 
stantially much the same judgment; when they appear to 
differ, the battle strikes me as being about words rather than 
things, as is likely to be the case when men of such abilities 
and attainments approach a subject remote from their personal 
passions. As might have been expected, the terse and dex¬ 
terous reviewer has often the better in this logomachy; but 
when the balance is struck, we discover here, as elsewhere, 
that Scott’s broad and masculine understanding had, by what¬ 
ever happy hardihood, grasped the very result to which others 
win their way by the more cautions processes of logical investi¬ 
gation. While nothing has been found easier than to attack 
his details, his general views on critical questions have seldom, 
if ever, been successfully impugned. 

I wish I could believe that Scott’s labours had been sufficient 
to recall Dryden to his rightful station, not in the opinion of 
those who make literature the business or chief solace of their 
lives—for with them he had never forfeited it — but in the 
general favour of the intelligent public. That such has been 
the case, however, the not rapid sale of two editions, aided as 
they were by the greatest of living names, can be no proof; nor 
have I observed among the numberless recent speculations of 
the English booksellers, a single reprint of even those tales, 
satires, and critical essays, not to be familiar with which would, 
in the last age, have been considered as disgraceful in any one 
making the least pretension to letters. 

Scott’s Biography of Dryden — the only life of a great poet 
which he has left us, and also his only detailed work on the 
personal fortunes of one to whom literature was a profession 
—was penned just when he had begun to apprehend his own 
destiny. On this point of view, forbidden to contemporary 
delicacy, we may now pause with blameless curiosity. Seri¬ 
ously as he must have in those days been revolving the haz¬ 
ards of literary enterprise, he could not, it is probable, have 
handled any subject of this class without letting out here and 
there thoughts and feelings proper to his own biographer’s 
province; but, widely as he and his predecessor may appear 
to stand apart as regards some of the most important both of 
intellectual and moral characteristics, they had nevertheless 
many features of resemblance, both as men and as authors; 
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and I doubt if the entire range of out* aimaks could have fur- 
nislied a theme more calculated to keep Scott's scrutinising 
interest awake, than that which opened on him as he contem¬ 
plated step by step the career of I>ryden. There are grave 
lessons which that story was not needed to enforce upon ids 
mind: he required no such beacon to make him revolt, I mm 
paltering with the dignity of woman, or the passions of youth, 
or insulting by splenetic levities t in* religions eon\ ict ions of 
any portion of his countrymen. Hut Drydeus pro.it nation of 
his genius to the petty bitternesses ut political warfare, and 
the consoquonces both as to the party he armed, and tin* am 
tagonists lie provoked, might, well supply mat ter tor serious 
consideration to the. author of the Melville song, *• \\ here," 
says Scott, “is the expert swordsman that does not delight, in 
the flourish of his weapon " and a bra\e man will least of all 
withdraw himself from his aneieut standard when the tide 
of battle beats against it.” But lie says also, --and l know- 
enough of his own then room it exiieriouees, in his intercourse 
with some who hod been among ids earliest and dearest asso¬ 
ciates, not to apply tho language to the eircumstuucea that 
suggested it—“lie who keenly engages in politintl contro¬ 
versy must not only encounter the vulgar abuse which he may 
justly contemn, but tho altered eye of friends whose regard is 
chilled.” Nor, when ho adds that “ the protecting zeal of his 
party did not compousato Dry den for the loss of those whom 
he alienated in their service,” can I help connecting this re¬ 
flexion too with Mb own subsequent nhatineuee from party 
personalities, in which, had the expert swordsman s delight in 
the flourish of his weapon prevailed, he might have rivalled 
the success of cither Dry den or Hwift, to lie repaid like them 
by the settled rancour of Whigs and the jealous ingratitude 
of Tories. 

It is curious enough to compare the hesitating style of his 
apology for that tinge of evanescent superstition which seem* 
to have clouded occasionally Drydtm’n bright and solid mind, 
with the open avowal that he has << pride in recording his 
author’s decided admiration of old ballads and popular tales; ” 
and perhaps his personal feelings were hardly less Isis prompter 
where he dismisses with brief scorn the sins of negligence ami 
haste which had been bo often urged against Drydeu. " Noth- 
ing,” he says, “is so cosily attained an the jw>wer of prowiit- 
mg the extrinsic qualities of fine painting, fine music, or fine 
poetry; the beauty of colour and outline, the combination of 
notes, the melody of versification, may Iw imitated by or tint# 
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of mediocrity; and many will view, hear, or peruse their per¬ 
formances, without being able positively to discover why they 
should not, since composed according to all the rules, afford 
pleasure equal to those of Eaphael, Handel, or Dryden. The 
deficiency lies in the vivifying spirit, which, like alcohol, may 
be reduced to the same principle in all the fine arts. The 
Trench are said to possess the best possible rules for building 
ships of war, although not equally remarkable for their power 
of fighting them. When criticism becomes a pursuit separate 
from poetry, those who follow it are apt to forget that the 
legitimate ends of the art for which they lay down rules, are 
instruction and delight; and that these points being attained, 
by what road soever, entitles a poet to claim the prize of suc¬ 
cessful merit. Neither did the learned authors of these dis¬ 
quisitions sufficiently attend to the general disposition of 
mankind, which cannot be contented even with the happiest 
imitations of former excellence, but demands novelty as a 
necessary ingredient for amusement. To insist that every 
epic poem shall have the plan of the Iliad, and every tragedy 
be modelled by the rules of Aristotle, resembles the principle 
of the architect who should build all his houses with the same 
number of windows and of stories. It happened, too, inevi¬ 
tably, that the critics, in the plenipotential authority which 
they exercised, often assumed as indispensable requisites of 
the drama, or epopeia, circumstances which, in the great au¬ 
thorities they quoted, were altogether accidental or indifferent. 
These they erected into laws, and handed down as essential; 
although the forms prescribed have often as little to do with 
the merit and success of the original from which they are 
taken as the shape of the drinking glass with the flavour of 
the wine which it contains.” These sentences appear, from 
the dates, to have been penned immediately after the biog¬ 
rapher of Dryden had perused the Edinburgh Eeview on 
Marmion. 

I conclude with a passage, in writing which he seems to 
have anticipated the only serious critical charge that was ever 
brought against his edition of Dryden as a whole — namely, 
the loose and irregular way in which his own sesthetical no¬ 
tions are indicated, rather than expounded. “ While Dryden,” 
says Scott, “examined, discussed, admitted, or rejected the 
rules proposed by others, he forbore, from prudence, indolence, 
or a regard for the freedom of Parnassus, to erect himself into 
a legislator. His doctrines are scattered without system or 
pretence to it: — it is impossible to read far without finding 
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Bomo maxim fur doing, or forbearing, which every student, of 
poet,ry will do well to engrave upon tin* tablets uf Ida mem¬ 
ory ; ’but. the author's modi' of instruction is neither harsh nor 
diet,atonal.” 

On the whole, it. is impossible to doubt that the success of 
Dry den in rapidly reaching, and till tin* end of a lung life 
holding undisputed, tlie summit of public favour and repu¬ 
tation, in spite of his “brave neglect ’’ of minute finishing, 
narrow laws, and prejudiced authorities, must have had u 
powerful effect in nerving Scott’s hope and resolution for the 
wide ocean of literary enterprise into which lie had now fairly 
launched his hark. Like Dryden, he felt himself to he “am¬ 
ply stored with aeipiired knowledge, much of it the fruits 
of early reading and application;” anticipated that though, 
“ while engaged in the hurry of composition, or overcome by 
the lassitude of continued literary labour.’’ he should some¬ 
times “draw with too much liberality on a tenacious memory,’' 
no “occasional imperfections would deprive him of his praise; “ 
in short, made up his mind that " jaunted and nicely-turned 
lines, sedulous study, and long ami related correction and 
revision ” would all he dispensed with, - - provided their place 
were supplied as in Dryden by “ rapidity of conception, a 
readiness of expressing every idea without losing anything by 
the way — perpetual animation and elasticity of thought - and 
language never laboured, never loitering, never \\n Dry den’s 
own phrase) c tim’d It/ rtmjhml." 

I believe that Scott had, in 1807, agreed with London lunik 
sellers as to the superintendence of two other large colleetiuuH, 
the Homers’ Tracts and the Sadler State Papers; but it seems 
that Dunstable first heard of these engagements when he iu* 
oomnanied the second cargo of Munition to the great southern 
niarKel;; and, alarmed at the prospect of losing his hold on 
Scott’s industry, 1m at once invited him to follow up his Dry- 
den by mi Edition of Swift on the same scale, - offering, more¬ 
over, to double the rate of payment; that is to say, to give him 
L.1500 for the new undertaking. This munificent tender was 
accepted; and as early as May 1808, I find Scott writing iu 
all directions for books, pamphlets, ami MSS., likely to l*e 
serviceable iu illustrating the Life and Works of tile Dean 
of St. Patrick’s. While these were accumulating nlxnit him, 
which they soon did in greater abundance than he had an¬ 
ticipated, ho concluded his labours tin Sadler, and kept pace 
at the same time with llallantyne, as the Horners’ Tracts eon- 
tinned to move through the press. The Sadler wan published 
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in 1809, in three large volumes, quarto; but the last of the 
thirteen equally ponderous tomes to which Somers extended, 
was not dismissed from his desk until towards the conclusion 
of 1812. 

He also edited this year, for Murray, Strutt’s unfinished 
romance of Queenhoo-hall, with a conclusion in the fashion of 
the original; for Constable, Carleton’s Memoirs of the War of 
the Spanish Succession, to which he gave a lively preface and 
various notes; and the Memoirs of Robert Cary, Earl of Mon¬ 
mouth. The republication of Carleton, 1 Johnson’s eulogy of 
which fills a pleasant page in Boswell, had probably been 
suggested by the interest which Scott took in the first outburst 
of Spanish patriotism consequent on Napoleon’s transactions 
at Bayonne. There is one passage in the preface which I 
must transcribe. Speaking of the absurd recall of Peter¬ 
borough from the command in which he had exhibited such a 
wonderful combination of patience and prudence with military 
daring, he says: — “ One ostensible reason was, that Peter¬ 
borough’s parts were of too lively and mercurial a quality, 
and that his letters shewed more wit than became a General; 
— a commonplace objection, raised by the dull malignity of 
commonplace minds, against those whom they see discharging 
with ease and indifference the tasks which they themselves 
execute (if at all) with the sweat of their brow and in the 
heaviness of their hearts. There is a certain hypocrisy in 
business, whether civil or military, as well as in religion, 
which they will do well to observe who, not satisfied with 
discharging their duty, desire also the good repute of men.” 
It was not long before some of the dull malignants of the 
Parliament House began to insinuate what at length found a 
dull and dignified mouthpiece in the House of Commons — 
that if a Clerk of Session had any real business to do, it could 
not be done well by a man who found time for more literary 
enterprises than any other author of the age undertook — 
“ wrote more books,” Lord Archibald Hamilton serenely added, 
“ than anybody could find leisure to read ” — and, moreover, 
mingled in general society as much as many that had no 
pursuit but pleasure. 

The eager struggling of the different booksellers to engage 

1 It seems to be now pretty generally believed that Carleton's Me¬ 
moirs were among the numberless fabrications of De Foe; but in this 
case (if the fact indeed be so), as in that of his Cavalier , he no doubt 
had before him the rude journal of some officer who had fought and bled 
in the campaigns described with such an air of truth. 
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Scott at this time, is a very amusing feature in the voluminous 
correspondence before mu. Hail he possessed treble tin* energy 
for which it was possible to give any man credit, lie could 
never have, encountered a titlio of the projects that, the post 
brought day after‘day to him, announced with extravagant 
enthusiasm,* and urged with all the arts of conciliation. I 
shall mention only one out of at least a dozen gigantic schemes 
which were thus proposed before he had well settled himself 
to his Swift; and 1 do so, because something of the kind was 
a few years later carried into execution. This was a (ieneral 
Edition of British Novelists,- beginning with 1 >e Kue and 
reaching to the end of the last, century -to be set forth with 
prefaces ami notes by Scott, and printed of course by Ball an - 
tyno. The projector was Murray, who was now eager to start 
on all points in the met* with llonstuhle; but this was mil, as 
wo shall sec presently, tin' only business that prompted my 
enterprising friend's first visit to Ashestiel. 

Conversing with Scott, towards the end of his toils, about 
the tumult of engagements in which he was thus involved, he 
said, “ Aye — it was enough to tear me to pieces - hut. there 
was a wonderful exhilaration about it all: my blood was kept 
at fover-pitch — L felt ms if 1 could have grappled with any¬ 
thing and everything; then there was hardly one of all my 
schemes that did not afford me the means of serving some 
poor devil of a brother author. There were always huge 
piles of materials to bo arranged, sifted, and indexed —vol¬ 
umes of extracts to be transcribed — journeys to be made hither 
and thither, for ascertaining little facts and dates, — in short, 
T could commonly keep lmlf-a-dozcn of the ragged regiment of 
Parnassus in tolerable ease.” 1 said In' must have felt some¬ 
thing like what a locomotive engine on a railway might he 
supposed to do, when a Hoere of coal waggons are semi linking 
themselves to it the moment it gets tlm steam un, and it 
rushes on its course regardless of the burden. “ Yes, 1 said he, 
laughing, and making a crashing cut with his axe (for we wen* 
felling larches;) “ but there was a cursed lot of dung carts too.” 
He was seldom, in fact, without some of these appendages; 
and I admired nothing more in him than the patient courtesy, 
the unwearied gentle kindness with which he al ways treated 
them, in spite of their delays and blunders, to say nothing of 
the almost incredible vanity and presumption which more than 
one of them often oxhibitod in the midst of their fawning ; and, 
I believe, with all their faults, the worst and weakest of them 
repaid him hy a canine fidelity of affection. This part of 
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Hoott's character rc«*al 1 : l»v far I ho mod ph'U'um; ir.isi Jit tha! 
of his Iasi. predecessor tn I hi* |ih*int u«h* of literary nulhont* 

Dr. Johnson. There w.c. jn*rliaj*s nnllun;; o'Ncrpi tin’ «■»*• 
great, blunder) that. hud a worm eif.-et <>u Mu cmi-m of im 
pecuniary fortunes, than the readme... \n»h which fm rsrrfr.j 
his interest. with fhe booksellers mi bch.di *>1 hiW*ii»< r wts!» t 
hvt'U from the I'nmiuriu'i'iiu'itl of bn *tm<-*.i<*s* with < * 

Hi,able in particular, 1 cun {rare a routtnu.d m >* > **f <-n> h 
applieafions. They stimulated {hi* ahead* *• ■** ’■■O'-susm p d* 
Usher to numberless risks; anti when thr-m f.uV.i, th«- t<- .-df 
was, in unit sliupt* or uimt her, some eurre .pondm.; d<<iu« turn 
from Mm Fair profits of his own literary labour " I him »rll," 
Constable was often heard to say in tin* »*spi.*I, 1 bkr ««4i 

Heott.’s (tin fiairna — hut, heaven preserve me Irons llow* »»f inn 
fathering! ” 

I 1 ] very now and then, however, 1m inn! 1 im rmh roinjM'matiou 
of lii nil UK 1-hat. his interference had really promoied the mi*r 
t'Hl-H of Hoitm meritorious obscure. Nturn un»re i»i'ni"is«.u* 
could bo named than .John Simlhers, a siim-ntalter •»! 
whoso very striking pnom, Tim l‘o"i M.uot Sabbadi. Dong 
seen in MS. hy Miss .Ioanna Hailin’ w h«-u mi .» u ,i! to her 
nat.ivn district, was hv Imr recommended so >• >»n, .nd l*i lum 
to Constable, who published if m I SON Mr Mruf lo-m mad** a 
pilgrimage of gratitude to Animal ml, «In to ho w a-s n-rni*-.! 
with lmarly kindness; and it ns pleasing i>* add, that ho emir,l 
his lift* in a very resjteetHhle position keeper «4 ,siu;u»k'.-> 
Library, un old endowment m Clasgow. 

.James Hogg was by this itum beginning to l*e appreciated, 
and the popularity of his Mouutam H irst encouraged !** 

more Htrenuous tutereession m ins Irnh&Sf. t have before «»e a 
long array of letters on this subnet, whirls jwml ltd»r#fii 
He.ott and the Hurl of Dalkeith and his brnltmr L'»rd Montagu, 
in 1808. 1! ogg’s prime ambition at this period wm So jn*«*urr> 

an oiiHigney in a militia regiment, uttd lie 'mem* i«i hmm 
little hy Heolt’s representations Unit the pu\ of »uei* a sihi*= 
tion was very small and tImt, if Im obinumd it, im would 
probably ibid his relations with jus brother others-» far from 
agreeable. There was, however, tumllmr objection win. U ,h«-.»u 
could not hint to the aspirant luiiumlf, but which serins I mm 
have been duly onuHulernd by those who were an moms t*« §*?»» 
mote his views. Militia ofileew of that day were by n«. mr^sia 
unlikely to wee tludr nerves put to the u*«i; amt the 
herd’s though he wrote some capital war r»jw»$»ffy 

Donald Macdonald —• were uut heroically strung Tim wm m 
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truth no secret among Ms early intimates, though lie had not 
measured himself at all exactly on that score, mu ... : 

tempted, when he found there was no chance oi tin nniitia 
epaulette, to threaten that he would “list for a soldici m .i 
marching regiment. Notwithstanding at least one mola i-lioly 
precedent, the Excise, which would have suited linn almost as 
badly as “hugging Brown Bess,” was next thong lit or; and 
the Shepherd himself seems to have entered into tnat plan 
with considerable alacrity: but I know not whether lie changed 
his mind, or what other cause prevented such an appointment 
from taking place. After various shiftings, he at last obtained 
from the Duke of BuccleucMs kindness, the gratuitous lue- 
rent of a small farm in the vale of Yarrow ; and had he con¬ 
tented himself with the careful management of its fields, the 
rest of his days might have been easy. But ho could not 
withstand the attractions of Edinburgh, which carried him 
away from Altrive for months every year; and when at homo, 
a warm and hospitable disposition, so often stirred by vanity 
less pardonable than bis, made him convert his cottage into an 
unpaid bostelrie for the reception of endless troops of thought¬ 
less admirers; and thus, in spite of much helj^ and much for¬ 
bearance, be was never out of one set of pecuniary difficulties 
before he had. begun to weave the meshes of some fresh 
entanglement. In pace requiescat. There will never be such 
an Ettrick Shepherd again. 

In May 1808, Joanna Baillie spent a week or two under 
Scott’s roof in Edinburgh. Their acquaintance was thus knit 
into a deep and respectful affection on both sides; and hence¬ 
forth they maintained a close epistolary correspondence, which 
will always be read with special interest. But within a few 
weeks after her departure, he was to commence another inti¬ 
macy not less sincere and cordial; and one productive of a still 
more important series of his letters. He had now reached a 
period of life after which real friendships are but seldom 
formed; and it is fortunate that another with an Englishman 
of the highest class of accomplishments had been thoroughly 
compacted before death cut the ties between him and Georg© 
Ellis—because Ms dearest intimates within Scotland had of 
course but a slender part in Ms written correspondence. Mr. 
Morritt of Bokeby and his wife had long been intimato with 
Lady Louisa Stuart and Mr. William Bose; and the meeting, 
therefore, had been well prepared for. It took place at Edin¬ 
burgh in June. Scott shewed them the lions of the town and 
its vicinity, exactly as if he had nothing else to attend to but 
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their gratification; and Mr. Morritt recollected with particular 
pleasure one long day spent in rambling along the Esk by 
Eoslin and Hawthornden, 

Where Jonson sat in Drummond’s social shade, *» 

down to the old haunts of Lasswade. “When we approached 
that village,” he writes, — “Scott, who had laid hold of my 
arm, turned along the road in a direction not leading to the 
place where the carriage was to meet us. After walking some 
minutes towards Edinburgh, I suggested that we were losing 
the scenery of the Esk, and, besides, had Dalkeith Palace yet 
to see. ‘ Yes, 5 said he, ‘and I have been bringing you where 
there is little enough to be seen — only that Scotch cottage — 
(one by the roadside, with a small garth)—but, though not 
worth looking at, I could not pass it. It was our first country- 
house when newly married, and many a contrivance we had to 
make it comfortable. I made a dining-table for it with my own 
hands. Look at these two miserable willow-trees on either 
side the gate into the enclosure; they are tied together at the 
top to be an arch, and a cross made of two sticks over them is 
not yet decayed. To be sure, it is not much of a lion to shew 
a stranger; but I wanted to see it again myself, for I assure 
you that after I had constructed it, mamma (Mrs. Scott) and I 
both of us thought it so fine, we turned out to see it by moon¬ 
light, and walked backwards from it to the cottage door, in 
admiration of our own magnificence and its picturesque effect. 
I did want to see if it was still there — so now we will look 
after the barouche, and make the best of our way to Dalkeith.’ 
Such were the natural feelings that endeared the Author of 
Marmion and the Lay to those who saw him in ‘the happier 
Jdour of social pleasure.’ Plis person at that time may be 
exactly known from Kaeburn’s first picture, which had just 
been executed for his bookseller, Constable, and which was 
a most faithful likeness of him and his dog Camp. The literal 
fidelity of the portraiture, however, is its principal merit. The 
expression is serious and contemplative, very unlike the hilarity 
and vivacity then habitual to his speaking face, but quite true 
to what it was in the absence of such excitement. His features 
struck me at first as commonplace and heavy, — but they were 
almost always lighted up by the flashes of the mind within. 
This required a hand more masterly than Eaeburn’s; and 
indeed, in my own opinion, Chantrey alone has in his bust 
attained that, in his case, most difficult task of portraying the 
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features faithfully, and yd, jiving the real and transient, ex¬ 
pression of tlu? countenance when animated. 

“ We passed a week in Kdinlmrgh, eldetly in his society and 
that, of his friends the Maeken/.ies. We wen* so far mi our 
■ft ay to I’.rahan Castle, in Russ-shire. Scott unlocked all his 
antiquarian lore, and supplied us with numberless i/om, such 
as no guide-book eould have furnished, and Mich as his own 
.Motddiarns might, have delighted to give. It would be idle to 
tell how much pleasure and iustruetion his advice added to a 
tour in itself ho productive of both, as well as of private friend- 
shipH ami intimacies, now loti generally terminated by death, 
but, never severed by caprice nr disappointment. His was 
added in the number by our reception now in Edinburgh, and, 
on our return from the Highlands, at A sliest iel u here he 
had made ns promise to visit him, saying that the farm hott.se 
had pigeon-holes enough for sueh of his friends us could live, 
like him, on Tweed .salmon and Corest mutton. There he was 
the cherished friend ami kind neighbour of every middling 
Selkirkshire yeoman, just, as easily as in Kdinburgh In* was the 
companion of clever youth and narrative old age in refined 
society. He carried us one day to Melrose Abbey or Newark ~~ 
another, t,n course with mountain greyhounds by Yarrow braes 
or St. Mary’s Loch, repeating every ballad or legendary tale 
connected with the scenery -• ami on a third, we must all go 
to a farmer’s kinu or harvest-home, to dance with Herder lasses 
on a barn floor, drink whisky punch, and enter with him into 
all I,he gossip ami good-fellowship of his neighbours, on a com¬ 
plete footing of unrest mined conviviality, etptality, and mutual 
respect. His wife and happy young family were clustered 
round him, and the cordiality of his reception would have 
unbent a misanthrope. 

“At this period his conversation was more equal ami uni-, 
mated than any man’s that, I ever knew. It was most charac¬ 
terised by the extreme felicity and fun of his ilhiatrations, 
drawn from the whole eneyclopmdia of life and nature, in a 
style sometimes too exuberant for written narrative, hut which 
to him was natural and spontaneous. A hundred stories, nh 
ways apposite, and often interesting the mind by strong pathos, 
or eminently ludicrous, were daily told, which, with many more, 
have since been transplanted, almost in the same language, into 
the Wavorlay novels and his other writings. These, and his 
recitations of poetry, which can never be forgotten by those 
who knew him, made up the charm that his boundless memory 
enabled him to exert to the wonder of the gaping lovers of 
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wonders. But equally impressive and powerful was tiro lan¬ 
guage of his warm heart, and equally wonderful wore the con¬ 
clusions of his vigorous understanding, to those who could 
return or appreciate either. Among a number of such recol¬ 
lections, I have seen many of the thoughts which then passed 
through his mind embodied in the delightful prefaces annexed 
late in life to his poetry and novels. Those on literary quarrels 
and literary irritability are exactly what ho then expressed. 
Keenly enjoying literature as he did, and indulging Ins own 
love of it in perpetual composition, he always maintained the 
same estimate of it as subordinate and auxiliary to the pui poses 
of life, and rather talked of men and events than of books and 
criticism. Literary fame, he always said, was a bright feather 
in the cap, but not the substantial cover of a well-protected 
head. This sound and manly feeling was what I have seen 
described by some of his biographers as pride, and it will al¬ 
ways be thought so by those whose own vanity o an only be 
gratified by the admiration of others, and who mistake shows 
for realities. Hone valued the love and applause of others 
more than Scott; but it was to the love and applauso of those 
he valued in return that he restricted the feeling — without 
restricting the kindness. Men who did not, or would not, 
understand this, perpetually mistook him — and, n/ftor loading 
him with undesired eulogy, perhaps in his own house neglected 
common attention or civility to other parts of his family. It 
was on such an occasion that I heard him murmur in my ear, 

‘ Author as I am, I wish these good people would recollect that 
I began with being a gentleman, and don’t mean to give up the 
character.’ Such was all along his feeling, and this, with a 
slight prejudice common to Scotchmen in favour of ancient 
and respectable family descent, constituted what in Grub Street 
is called his Pride. It was, at least, what Johnson would have 
justly called defensive pride. From all other, and still more 
from mere vanity, I never knew any man so remarkably free.” 

The farmer at whose annual Jcim Scott and all his household 
were, in those days, regular guests, was Mr, Laidlaw, the Duke 
of Buccleuch’s tenant on the lands of Peel, which are only 
separated from the eastern terrace of Ashestiol by the ravine 
and its brook. Mr. Laidlaw was himself possessed of some 
landed property in the same neighbourhood, and being con¬ 
sidered as wealthy, and fond of his wealth, lie was usually 
called among the country people Laird Nippy; an expressive 
designation which it would be difficult to translate. Though 
a very dry, demure, and taciturn old Presbyterian, he could 
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not resist tho Sheriff's jokes; nay, he even gradually subdued 
his scruples so far as to become a pretty constant- attendant at 
his “ English printed vrayors'''i >n the Sundays; which, indeed, 
the parish-kirk being eight miles distant, attracted by degrees 
more neighbours than quite suited the capacity of the parlour- 
chapel. Mr. Laidlaw’s wife was a woman of superior mind 

and manners_a great render, and one of the few to whom 

Scott liked lending his books; for most striet ami delicate w;us 
he always in the care of them, and indeed, h;ud!\ any trivial 
occurrence ever seemed to touch his tempei at all, except any¬ 
thing like irreverent treatment of a UrjU. 'rite intercourse 
between the family at Asliestiel and this worthy wonuttt and 
her children, was a constant interchange of respect, ami kind¬ 
ness ; hut I remember to have heard Scott say that the greatest, 
compliment lie had ever received in. his life waa from the rigid 
old farmer himself; for, years after he had left Asliestiel, he 
discovered casually that special care luul been taken to keep 
the turf seat on the tikirm'a knuive in good repair; and this was 
much from Nippy. 

And here I must sot down a story, which, most readers will 
smile to be told, was often repeated by Scott, and always with 
an air that seemed to me, in spite of his endeavours to the 
contrary, as grave as the usual aspect of Laird Ninpy of the 
Peel. This iioighbour was a distant kinsman of his dear friend 
William Laidlaw;— so distant, that elsewhere in that condition 
they would scarcely have remembered any community of blood; 
—but they both traced their descent, in the ninth degree, to an 
ancestress who, in the days of dolm Knox, fell into trouble 
from a suspicion of witchcraft. In her time tin* Laidlaws 
were rich and prosperous, and hold rank among the Ixwt 
gentry of Tweeddalo; but in some evil hour, her htmhaml, the 
head of his blood, reproached her with her addiction to the 
black art, and she, in her anger, cursed the name and lineage 
of Laidlaw. Her youngest son, who stood by, implored her to 
revoke the malediction; but in vain. Next day, however, on 
the renewal of his entreaties, she carried him with her into the 
woods, made him slay a heifer, sacrificed it to the power of 
evil in his presence, and then, collecting the ashes in her apron, 
invited the youth to see her commit them to the river. 44 Follow 
them,” said she, u from stream to pool, as long us they Boat 
visible, and as many streams as you shall then have passed, 
for so many generations shall your descendants prosper. After 
that, they shall, like the rest of the name, be jmor, and take 
their part in my curse.” Tlie streams he counted were nine; 
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1 and now," Scoff would say, “ look romul you in thi* country, 
Ul(l HUH' OUOUgll, (ho l.uidlaWH are one Hltti all I.IUlllo.-iii nirfi, 
,v iidi flm single exception of Atdd Ni ppy ' *’ Mass) tune* had 
' heard hoili hint and William l.nidl.tw foil thm nlory, Imbue 
my suspicion got- abroad that Nippy ’•* wo.ilt h levied «>n m 
lOeure fouudat ioiiN. Year alter i r.u, itr liroi escorted a 
.(.ranger hy the Pool, but. 1 hoard t ho Sato, and a! I .ml it 
ante with a now conclusion ; •• and now , think w h.i(«*\» t «»• 

house of it,, my good friend Nippy In htmllevi. “ 1 to had nuid 

tin own land and tpiittod the Pool. 

Mr, Morriif'a mold ion of tho " happy young t.imdy » bcitei. d 
ound bun *' at. Mr. 1 mid law *h AuVh, reminds mo f hat 1 ought t>* 
ay a fow words on Scott's method of treating hi« children in 
lioir early days. Ito had now two l my* and two girls,* amt 
io uovor had nioro, !b' was not olio of tlnwe wlm lake much 
.(•light. in a morn infant ; but no fat low ovor devoted moro imm*» 
tul tender cure fo his offspring than ho did to each of in#, m 
hoy roaohod tin* age whon t hoy oouhl listen to him, and under 
(•and his talk. Like their play mats'?), < 'amp and th<* grey hound », 
hoy had at- all times 1 rt*o access to tun ?amix ; ho never eon 
idorod 1-hoir pratt in uh any disturbance; t hoy vs,out and e.»»e 
s pleased their fancy ; ho wu« at way « ready ?•» ttm«wrt then 
uestinus; and when they, uiicouhciou* how In* w.y» engaged, 
u treated him to lay down hia pen urn! tell them a »js*n, !«• 
mitld lake thorn on Ida knots re pout a ballad «»r a legend, 
tom, and no t them down again to their marblmi or muo-pin», 
id roNtimo Ids labour, lift if rcfro-died by the iidemipiiem 
‘rom a very early ago ho made them dine at table, ami iu »>i 
p fo supper" wan tim groat reward when they had Im* *• very 
)oii haims," hi short, ho otumidmed it im the highest duly m 
nil an thi' HWoetoHt pleasure ot a parent t«> l«* the companion 
f his children ; ho partook alt thou hlt!e toy A mid m >r*«•«*, 
id made hia kind unformal innlruotmun to blend *»• e»jl%- m*\ 
lay fully with the ourront of their own Havings amt doings, 
int ho far from regarding him with any Jutland awe, it mm 
wor thought, that any sport or diversion could go on m the 
glifc way, unless jHtjul wore of the party, or that the rattim*! 
ly tumid ho dull, ho he wt*ro at home. 

<H the irregularity of his own education In* sill, 

igrof, in the autobiographical fragment written this \ra,j at 
NluiHfiol; yet Inn practice does not Umk m if that feeling had 
.uni Htiongly rootl'd ui Inn inind j -- for )m imv er dui shew 
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imu'h concern about. regulating systematically what is usually 
called (‘duration in the ease et‘ his children. It. seemed, on the 
contrary, as if he attached little importance to anything else, 
ho ho could perceive that the young curiosity wsts excited - the 
intellect, hy whatever springs of interest, set in motion. I In 
detested and despised the whole generation of modern chil¬ 
dren’s hooks, in which the attempt is made to convey accurate 
notions of scientific minutne: delighting cordially, on the other 
hand, in those of the preceding age, which, addressing them¬ 
selves chitdly to the imagination, obtain through it, as he be¬ 
lieved, the best chance of stirring our graver faculties also. 
He exercised the memory by selecting for tasks of recitation 
passages of popular verse the most likely to catch the fancy of 
children; and gradually familiarised them with tin* ancient 
history id' their own country, by arresting attention, in the 
course of his own oral narrations, on incidents and characters 
of a similar description. Nor did he neglect, to use the same 
means of quickening curiosity 51a to the events of sacred history. 
On Sunday ho never rode—at least not until his growing in- 
lmmi ty made his pony almost, necessary to him - for it was 
his principle that all ilomestic animals have a full right to their 
Sabbath of rest; but after he had read the prayers ami lessons 
of the day, he usually walked with his whole family, dogs in¬ 
cluded, to some favourite spot at a considerable distance from 
the house — most, frequent ly the ruined tower of Eli bank - anti 
there dined with them in the open air on a basket of cold pro¬ 
visions, mixing his wine with the water of the brook beside 
which they all were grouped around him on the turf; and here, 
or at homo, if the weather kcq*t them from their ramble, his 
Hunday talk was just such a series of biblical lessons as that 
which wo have preserved for the permanent use of rising gen¬ 
erations, in his Tales of a Grandfather on the early history of 
Scotland. I wish ho had committed that other series to writing 
too; — how different that would have been from our thousand 
compilations of dead epitome and imbecile cant! He had his 
Bible, the Old Testament especially, by heart; and on these 
days inwove the simple pathos or sublime enthusiasm of 
- Beripture, in whatever story ho was tolling, with the same 
picturesque richness as in his week-day tales the quaint Hcotoh 
. of Pitscottie, or some rude romantic old rhyme from Barbour’s 
Bruce or Blind Harry’s Wallace. 

By many external accomplishments, either in girl or boy, he 
.set. little store. He delighted to hear his daughters sing an 
old ditty, or one of Ms own framing ; but, so the singer &p- 







DOMESTIC LIFE. 


17H 


l.o feel the spirit of her ballad, ho was not at all 
[ of the technical exeeutloti, There was mu' thing, 
t, ou which ho fixed hot heart hnrdh lew* than lit*’ 
I, Persians of tho t’yr*>pu*diu: like them, next fo lme 
•h, ho hold lovo of lmrsemuiudup lor I lie prune jmint ol 
iotl. As KOOIl US his oldest girl foidd of a \, »*ho mv> 
ho regular attendant of his mountain t oh t , and ih«i 
f-hoy att.uinod Htdlleieuf ntrctigfli. had the like .oh no «* 
llo taught thorn to think notion-,; of t»ns!4**<>, and 
ifod them to his own reckless delight m pet ih-n . I * • r ■ I 
odod streams; and tiny all imIuIhmI tu gieat pet In i»ou 
sioti for horses — us well, 1 may venture to add. *.n ho* 
iverenre for tin* more important art ado «d that ! Vrruau 
g. Without courage,” ho said, “ there cannot |*»* troth, 
t.hmit, truth there cun ho no other virtue ” 
uni a lmrror of boarding whimls; never allowed ht» girls 
i anything out. of his own house; and t hose their g«*\ er 
Miss Miller who about this time ua;* douoats<afed 
leni, and never left them while they needed «.m\ 
ir greater regard to hei kind v:****d tempi-t .u»d end 
and and religious principles. I hau l«« I he me.i-one of 
ainmeuts in what are ended fa diiumdde a. r<«mph-T 
'Hie admirable system of odm ation i.,i 1«»% ■» m 
d (‘omhimm all the advantages of public and p> t* ate 
fimi; Ids curried their satchels to the Hs r :h h.«ol. 
lie family was in Kdinlmrgh, jus! as he had d l»JJO 
.ud shart'd of course the evening mi ten* tv »»f their happv 
Hut he rarely, if ever, left timm sn town, w ben he 
dumelf he in the eimutry ; nud at AbIicbIipI he » 4 it, 
ter or for worm*, his eldest I my a daily tutor, after he 
attiu. 

letters of this autumn to such friends m Ihwe, Merritt, 
hs Hail lie, give additional details of the pfcanunt domes, 
of Ashi'stiel, In one (Sept i he say« to Mm* Joanna 
a lisle what 1 am doing, I am very like a certain #iinr«t 
iHtinguishoti in the Edclii, who, when !,*»k paid lam ® 

Was twist lag of collars Ida dog* to hold. 

And combing the mane of Ids nniDwr t*«,M 

idle man’s employment mini red any aj»uh*gy. we msi»i 
•U the difficulty of seeking food to make asivwity mefutmt 
English guests i for we are eight tin Irafrom market, iitnl 
.11 in till tho country sjmrU to aid the larder.” tfcwti,, 
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however, had business enough at this tdnm, ho.sideH combing 
the inane of Brown Adam, and twisting couples ^ or I kinglas 
and Percy. lie was deep in 8wil’t; and t‘ lt ‘ ‘‘nUanl-ynt' press 
was groaning under a multitude of work^-- w d-li almost. all of 
which his hand as well as his head had something, more or 
less, to do. But a serious change was aloud, to take place in 
liis relations with the spirited publishing house which bail 
hitherto been the most efficient support* pi t hat press • and 
his letters begin to bo much occupied wit h, disputes which rust, 
him many anxious hours in the apparent.Vv i‘*le autumn of ISOS, 
Mb. Constable bad then for his partner M <*• Hunter, ailerwanls 
Laird of Blackness, to whose intemperate language, much more 
than to any part, of Constable’s own eoiuluut, Scotf, ascribed this 
unfortunate alienation; which, however, as well ns most id’ my 
friend's subsequent misadventures, I am inclined to trace in no 
small degree to the infliumce which a third person, hitherto 
unnamed, was about this time beginning to oxcreiso over the 
concerns of James Ballantyne. 

John Ballantyne, a younger brother of Hcott’s school-follow, 
was originally destined for the paternal trade of a merchant 
(that is to say, a dealer in everything from linn broadcloth to 
children’s tops) — at Kelso. The father neonm to have sent 
him when very young to London, when*, whatever ehse lie may 
have done in the way of professional iruining* lie spent some 
time in the banking-house of Messrs. Currie. On returning to 
Kelso, however, the “department” which morn peculiarly de¬ 
volved upon him was the tailoring one.* Uis personal habits 
had not been improved by his brief sojourn in the (treat. City, 
and the business, in consequence (by lim owti statement) of the 
irregularity of his life, gradually molt* id to nothing in his 
hands. Early in 1805, liis goods were Ktdd off, and barely suf¬ 
ficed to pay his debts. The worthy old couple found refuge 
with their ever affectionate oldest son, win> provided his father 
with some little occupation (real or nominal} about the print¬ 
ing office; and thus John himself again unified his native 
place, under circumstances which, as I ahull whew in the se¬ 
quel, had left a deep and painful traco even upon that, volatile 
mind. He had, however, some taste, and In* at least, fannied 
himself to have some talent for literature ; s ami the rise of Ids 

1 The first time that William Laidlaw saw John HnUnntvtte, tie had 
come to Selkirk to measure the troopers of the Yeomanry 'Cavalry, uf 
whom Laidlaw was one, for new breeches. 

2 John Ballantyne, upon the marvellous hucci*h ( of IVttvtrley* wrote 
and published a wretched novel, called The WidU*m'» tidying*. 



JOHN HM.i.ASTYNK, 


i hi 


, who also had mot with no Htu’uosrt in hin original jiro 
wan hol'uro him. Ho had aoijmrod m London groat 
it. doslorit v in hook hooping amt uoohuiiIh. Ilo wjw 
I hy this timo; and it might naturally L* hopod, that 
10 m*voro Iomsoiin of tin’ pant, ho would now apply nod 
to any duty that might ho mlim-fot i to Sum. Tin* 
in tho (‘auougato wan a grow mg i>no, amt damoa Ha! 
*h aomowhat imtolont iialut a won* at t oady .»>ovrt<d\ t nod 
nuuugumont. Tho <'ompany otton-d dohtt a ;*:d,uy of 
your as dork ; ami tho dud ditto os. mn'ihnnt wau Pm* 
,o iiooopi tho propoHal. 

art a ipiiuk, not ivo, iniropitl littlo follow; and in nor ml y nt» 
oty and amuaing, ko lull of fun and mommont atioh a 
lily ligld-hoiirtod droll, ali-ovor ipuuntuoMM and hutnor- 
niory; and muroovor, nnoh a koou and akdfid dovoluo 
amior of liolihajHirtH, from fox Imuliug to hudgor Hiding 
o, that, it wan no woitdor ho ahould huvo mado a favour 
pivMdnii on Hoot i, whon ito appoint'd in Kdinhmgh tti 
titiito plight, and oil rood to lotmat danmn m l««»k hoop 
iolt I ho ltd tor uovor ttmlordood, or omdd hi mg htmaolf 
d to with togularity. Tim oonfriml ho! worn tho two 
t wart not tho loaut of t ho amuHoniout ; tndood thtd mu 
o urnttHo Him to tho hint. Tho oldor of thorn t?s patnlod 
ft' in an oarly lottor of 1 .ovdouT, w hmh, on ilm ) wtot’n 
to, though not (I fatmy) without v> mring, portaif lo»l 
print: «“ Mothinka 1 not* you utlli your nonfmiudod 

Mtrd, hull-nook, and uppor lip tmimd up to your mw, 
in of your oyohrown in t*tH*k«nl jtorj*ondmiil»rfy, and tho 
intiH protty wt*lt tho hwo of a right ttughnl Iruutgl**, 
your groat gloating oyo.% and t rying Hut !!!" 

t tw a rtlmrl, at out, woll mtwlo utuu, stud would havo 
t'd a hatsdrtonm outs hut for thiom grutoitijtm frown a, 
lid twirttiugrt of hirt foaturon, not off hy it rortaii. «u«*k 
of walk and go* turn, wltmh ho hud jwrluij*« ounimotod 
i UHUal ootupuuimtH, tin' omjH'roru and tyranln of tin* 
Uirt vuioo in talk wait gravo tutd HotmrottH, anti In* mmg 
nitrioally wall j, in n Hit** rioh hum d«4ui*a tom* ttt »mg 
a sharp trt'hlo -in outivor»atn»n nuumthtug Udwoon a 
tl a Htpu'uk, Of hh rttyh* of Miury-tnUiug it is isulliriritt 
tat flu* Into tdturh'H MaUmw«’ft “old Hrotoh lady " wm 
iporfoot ropy of tho original, wltioh tin* grout rommliiyi 
rtl in my prortutmu from iu« lipm,* lit* wiw nhnrUtr than 

twlor wilt that an arnu«lng Rnmlnin of Johnny in tint 

•>», hy hi« willow, vo|. in j», 



182 


LIFE OF SIR WALTER SCOTT. 


James, but lean as a scarecrow, and he rather hopped than 
walked; his features; too, wore naturally good, and he twasted 
them about quite as much, but. in a very ddlerent lashum. 
The elder brother was a gourmand -the younger liked his 
bottle and his bowl, as well as, like Johnny Armstrong, ** a 
hawk, a hound, and a fair woman.’ Seott. used to rail the one 
Aldiborontiplioscophornin-—the other Uigduiidtinnidu.x. I hey 
both entertained him; they both loved amt revered him; and 1 
believe would have slu'd their heart s blood m his service; but 
James had serious deficiencies as a man ul business, and John 
was not likely to supply (hem. A more reckless, thoughtless, 
improvident adventurer never rushed into tlie serious responsi¬ 
bilities of commerce; but his cleverness, his vn,icily, his unaf¬ 
fected zeal, his gay fancy always seeing the light side id every¬ 
thing, his inipertubable good-humour, and buoyant elasticity ut 
spirits, made and kept; him sueh a favourite, that. I believe Seot.f 
would have as soon ordered his dog to be hanged, ;is barlumm!, 
in his darkest hour of perplexity, the least thought oi discard¬ 
ing “jocund Johnny. 55 

The great bookseller of ICdiitlmrgh was a man of calibre infi¬ 
nitely beyond the Ballantynea. Though with a strong dash of 
the sanguine (without winch, indeed, there can be no great pro¬ 
jector in any walk of life), Archibald < kinstable was one of the 
most sagacious persons that even* followed his profession, Mr. 
Thomas Campbell writes to Heott, a year nr two before this 
time, — “Our Imtteraciuus friend at the Crons turns out a deep 
draw-well; 55 and another eminent, {iterator, still mure closely 
connected with Constable, bail already, I believe, ehristened 
him “The Crafty. 55 Imbu'd, bin fair and very handsome phy«» 
iognomy carried a bland astuteness of expression, not to be 
mistaken by any who could road the plainest of nature’s hand¬ 
writing. lie made no pretensions to literature • though he 
was in fact a tolerable judge of it generally, and particularly 
well skilled in the department of Hootch antiquities. He dm 
trusted himself, however, in such matters, I icing ronxehma that 
his early education had been very imperfect; ami moreover, he 
wisely considered the business of a critic as quite as much out 
of his “proper line 55 as authorship itself, But of that " proper 
line, 55 and his own qualifications for it, Ida estimation was am¬ 
ple; and — often as 1 may have smiled at the lofty serenity of 
his self-complacence—I confess I now doubt whether he rated 
himself too highly as a master in the true Kcienee of the IhkiU 
seller. He had, indeed, in his mercantile character one deep 
and fatal flaw — for ho hated accounts, anti systematically 



q UA It It KU M 7 77/ t '( t Y ST A U UK. 


IHH 

refused, during (lie newt vigorous \ earn of hn< lif*% l<> examine 
or sign a balance-sheet-; hut fur rust ing u kern eye uu'f the 
remotest indications ol popular tu *1r tor uut imputing the 
chances of success uiul failure iu any go ms \am-? v **{ u»lvrut 
uro—•»fur the planning and invention of tun catling hr wan 
not, in Ids own day ut least, surpassed; ami among alt he* 
myriad of undertakings, t quest hm it any one thui i*•.«!!% otig 
inatnd with himself, mid routinurd to hr nnpm ininM.-.l hi hr< 
own rare, t»vt‘r did I'uil. Ho whs us hold ;m tut ughn d und 
his disposition wuh us tihrml an tun utnui u rtr « oh- i tud h«- 
and Hcul.t from tin* beginning trun!tut us thoroughly u>» thm 
understood each other; hud there hern no third puilier* (■> ;.!«■{• 
in, fluttering tut overweening vanity on the one hand into ptr 
Hiunptiou, and on the other side spurring the enterprise that 
wanted nothing hut. a bridle, I have no doubt then joint career 
might have heem one of unbroken prosperity. tbit the Jliihin- 
tyncs wore jealoiiK of the superior mind, Iwaring, and authority 
of CouHtahle; and though he too hud u liking for fhmn butli 
personally • esleoiued damrs’s literary tart, and u,»s fur too 
imieli of a humourist not to be very loud ««l the 0.1114:0 hi>>fh 
er's company -.-In* could never itauy with the fn-ling that they 
intervened unnecessarily, and Sett him hut the diudon , « h, tr 
lie ought to have luul the substantial hon%i sduue, «»f i-Muiideure 
On his part, again, he warn tmi proud u ntuu to gu »• mtue «-«<u 
fidenoe where that wiw withheld from himself, 

But iu tracing the progress of the coldness whirl. thm year 
advanced to a eomplele rupture, it must 1 m» ewpenulH kept s»* 
mind that the Kdinhurgh Review had been the great’ primary 
Houree of the wealth mid iuilueiiee of the hotim of f'uiifttiihle, 
The thou eompamtively liftSe-kumvu bookseller of h««ndui»* 
who was ileHtini'd to he ultimately its most furmuhdde rival in 
more than one department, ban told me, that when he read tint* 
artielo on Marmion, and another on general |«4itirii m the 
Name Number, lie said to himself *• Walter Hrull hiw feeling® 
both us a gentleman mid a I'ory, which these |«»oj<le tnusl now 
have woundi'd; the uiliuuee In'twrcu him and the whole 
dique of the Review, its proprietor im luded, i« shulirn ; ” and, 
xh far at least as the political part of tjn* afTmr sum t one,need, 
rohn Murray’s sagacity wars not at fault, We hme «*-,•*, huI,’ 
what thankful alacrity he aeceptcd a small ahure tu the ^hrat 
xre of Marmion - and with what hnllmsii surr**^ that w«* 
wow nod; nor is it wonderM llmt a young ho* dweller, rote 
mioua of ample energies, should now have uafehed wifi* mgmf 
h'hh the circumstances which neemml not unlikely to j»W 
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within his own reach a more intimate connexion, with tlie first 
great living author in whose works he hacl ever had any direct 
interest. He forthwith took measures for improving and ex¬ 
tending his relations with Janies l>allantyne, through whom, 
as he guessed, Scott could best be approached. His tendeis of 
employment for the Canongate press were such that the appar¬ 
ent head of the firm proposed a conference at Eerrybridge in 
Yorkshire; and there Murray, after detailing some of his own 
literary plans — particularly that already alluded to, of a 
Novelist’s Library — in his turn sounded Ballantyne so far as 
to resolve on pursuing his journey into Scotland. 13allantyno 
had said enough to satisfy him that the project of sotting up 
a new publishing house in Edinburgh, in opposition to Con¬ 
stable, was already all but matured; and he, on tlie instant, 
proposed himself for its active co-operator in the metropolis. 
The printer proceeded to open his budget farther, mentioning, 
among other things, that the author of Marmion liad “both 
another Scotch poem and a Scotch novel on the stocks; ” and 
ad moreover chalked out the design of an Edinburgh Annual 
Register, to be conducted in opposition to the politics and criti¬ 
cism of Constable’s Review. These tidings might liave been 
enough to make Murray proceed farther northwards ; but there 
was a scheme of his own which had for some time deeply oc- 
upied his mind, and the last article of this communication 
determined him to embrace the opportunity of opening it in 
person at Ashestiel. He arrived there about the middle of 
October. The 26th Number of the Edinburgh Review, con¬ 
taining Mr. Brougham’s article entitled “ Don Cevallos on the 
usurpation of Spain,” had just been published; and one of the 
first things Scott mentioned in conversation was, that lie had 
so highly resented the tone of that essay, as to give orders 
that his name might be discontinued on the list of subscribers. 1 
Mr. Murray could not have wished better auspices for tlie 
matter he had come to open; it was no other than tlie project 
if a London Review on the scale of tlie Edinburgh ; and, for 
weeks ensuing, Scott’s letters to Ellis, Morritt, and other liter¬ 
ary Tories, attest with what eager zeal he had embraced the 
lew scheme. 

1 When the 26th Number appeared, Mr. Scott wrote to Constable in 
ihese terms : —“The Edinburgh Review had become such as to render 
t impossible for me to continue a contributor to it.— Now, it is such as 
[ can no longer continue to. receive or read it.” The list of the then 
subscribers exhibits, in an indignant dash of Constable’s pen opposite 
!klr. Scott’s name, the word “ Stopt !! ! ” — B. Cadcll . 
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;t is impossible to include more than a fragment of this 
dous and curious correspondence in the present narrative; 
; the first letter to Ellis (ETov. 2) seems to contain, in a row 
tences, a sufficiently intelligible summary of bis main views, 
says: — li Tbe present Ministry are not all that 1 could 
b them—for (Canning excepted) I doubt there is among 
m too much self-seeking , as it was called in Cromwell’s time, 
L what is their misfortune, if not their fault, there is not 
ong them one in the decided situation of paramount author- 
both with respect to the others and to the Crown, which is, 
ink, necessary, at least in difficult times, to produce prompt- 
le, regularity, and efficiency in measures of importance, 
b their political principles are sound English principles, and, 
ipared to the greedy and inefficient horde which _ preceded 
m, they are angels of light and of purity. It is obvious, how- 
r, that they want defenders both in and out doors. Pitt’s 

- 1 Love and fear glued many friends to him; 

And now lie’s fallen, those tough commixtures molt.’ 1 

:re this only to affect a change of hands, I should expect it 
h more indifference; but I fear a change of principles is 
igned. The Edinburgh Review tells you coolly, 1 Wc fore- 
a speedy revolution in this country, as well as Mr. Cobbett ; 3 
L, to say the truth, by degrading the person of the Sovereign 
ixalting the power of the Erench armies, and the wisdom of 
ir counsels — holding forth that peace (which they allow 
only be purchased by the humiliating prostration of our 
Lour) is indispensable to the very existence of this country 
[ think, that for these two years past, they have done their 
lost to hasten the accomplishment of their own prophecy, 
this work 9000 copies are printed quarterly, and no genteel 
lily can pretend to be without it, because, independent of its 
'tics, it gives the only valuable literary criticism which can 
met with. Consider, of the numbers who read this work, 
v many are likely to separate the literature from the poli- 
, — how many youths are there upon whose minds the flashy 
l bold character of the work is likely to make an indelible 
session. ETow, I think there is balm in Gilead for all this ; 
l that the cure lies in instituting such a Review in London 
should be conducted totally independent of bookselling 
ence, on a plan as liberal as that of the Edinburgh, its 
rature as well supported, and its principles English and 

1 See 3<Z K. Henry IV. Act II. Scene 6. 
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jonstitutional. Accordingly, I have been given to understand 
;hat Mr. William (iii'ford is willing to become the eomluetor u!' 
iuch a work, and J have written to linn a very volumuteus 
etter on the subject. .Now, should this plan succeed, you must 
lang your birding-pioce on its hooks, take down your old Anti- 
racobin armour, and ‘remember your .swindling blow.’ In 
joint of learning, you ICnglishmeu have ten times our seholar- 
hip; and as for talent and genius, ‘ Are not A buna ami i’har- 
ar, rivers of Damascus, better than any of the rivers in 
Israel? ; Have wo not yourself ami your cousin, tlie Hoses, 
daltlms, Matthias, (Ji fiord, Holier, ami his brother V (’an l 
lot procure you a scorn of ldnc-caps, who woultl ratiier write 
or us than for the Edinburgh Review if they got ns much pay 
y it ? ‘ A good plot, good friends, ami full of expectation an 
xcellent plot, very good friends!”' 1 

The excellent plot had too many good friends to be long a 
ecret; nor could the rumours of Scott’s share in it and other 
.ew schemes tend to soothe tin* irritation between him and the 
lousg of Constable. Something occurred before tlm end of 
808 which induced Seott to suspect, that, among other sources 
f uneasiness had been a repentant grudge as to their bur gain 
bout Swift; and on the 2d of January IHUP, l find him re- 
uesting, that if, on reflexion, they thought they had hastily 
remitted themselves, the deed might In* cancelled. To tins 
lie firm did not assent: their lei tor expresses regret that Seott 
houldhave attached importance to “an unguarded expression” 
f the junior partner, “our Mr. Hunter," and the hope that 
the old footing maybe restored hereafter, when tin* rmsrepre- 
intations of interested persons may cease to be remembered." 
eott replies coldly, requesting that a portrait for which he had 
it to Raeburn may l>o considered as clone lot* himself, charged 
) his account, and sent to him. Mr. (’unstable declined, in 
ery handsome terms, to give up the picture. Hut for the pres- 
at the breach was complete. Among other negotiations which 
cott had patronised twelve months before, wax one concerning 
le publication of Miss Seward’s Poems, On the tilth of March, 
e writes as follows to that lady : — « (’onstable, like many 
bher folks who learn to undervalue the means by which they 
ave risen, has behaved, or rather suffered his partner to lwe¬ 
ave, very uncivilly towards me. Hut they may both live to 
now that they should not have kicked clown the ladder till 
ley were sure of their footing. The very lust time l spoke to 
nn on business was about your poems. I understood him to 

1 Hotspur — 1st K. Henry IV. Aot It. Scene 8, 
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decline your terms; but I had neither influence to change Ins 
opinion; nor inclination to interfere with his resolution. He is 
a very enterprising, and, I believe, a thoroughly .honest man, 
but his vanity in some cases overpowers his discretion. ’ 

“ Our Mr. Hunter ” was, I am told by friends of mine who 
knew him well, a man of considerable intelligence and accom¬ 
plishments, to whose personal connexions the house ot Consta¬ 
ble owed a great accession of business and influence, lie was,, 
however, a very keen politician — in Scott’s phrase, “a sort of 
Whig gone mad; ” — regarded Scott’s Toryism with a fixed bit¬ 
terness; and, moreover, could never conceal his impression that 
Scott ought to have embarked in no other literary undertakings 
whatever until he had completed his edition of Swift. Jt is 
not wonderful that, not having been bred regularly to the book¬ 
selling business, he should have somewhat misapprehended the 
obligation which Scott had incurred when the bargain for that 
work was made; and his feeling of his own station and conse¬ 
quence was no doubt such as to give his style of conversation, 
on doubtful questions of business, a tone for which Scott had 
not been prepared by his previous intercourse with Mr. (!onsta¬ 
ble. The defection of the poet was, however, at once regretted 
and resented by both these partners; and Constable, I am told, 
often vented his wrath in figures as lofty as Scott’s own. “Ay, ” 
he would say, stamping on the ground with a savage smile, 
“Ay, there is such a thing as rearing the oak until it can sup¬ 
port itself.” 


The project of the Quarterly Review was not the only decla¬ 
ration of hostilities. The scheme of starting a new bookselling 
bouse in Edinburgh, begun in the short-sighted heat of pique, 
had now been matured; — I cannot add, either with composed 
observation or rational forecast — for it was ultimately settled 
that the ostensible, and chief .managing partner should be a 
person without capital, and neither by training nor by temper 
in the smallest degree qualified for such a situation; more es¬ 
pecially where the field was to be taken against long experience, 
consummate skill, and resources which, if not so large as all the 
world supposed them, were still in comparison vast, and admi¬ 
rably organised. The rash resolution was, however, carried 
into effect, and a deed, deposited for secrecy’s sake in the hands 
of Scott, laid the foundation of the firm of “John Ballautyne 
& Co., booksellers, Edinburgh.” Scott appears to have sup¬ 
plied all the capital, at any rate his own one-half share, and 
one-fourth , tlie portion of James, who, not having any funds to 
spare, must have become indebted to some one for it. Ib does 
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not appear from what source John acquired his, the remaining 
fourth; but Rigdumftmnidos was thus installed in Hanover 
Street as the avowed rival of “The Crafty.” 

This was arranged in January. Under the same month X 
must mention an event often alluded to in its correspondence : 
— the death of Camp, the first of several dogs whose names 
will he “ freshly remembered ” as long as their master’s works 
are popular. This favourite preserved his affection and sagac¬ 
ity to the last. At Ashestiel, as the servant was laying the 
cloth for dinner, he would say, “ Camp, my good fellow, the 
Sheriff’s coming home by the ford — or by the hill;” and 
the sick animal would immediately bestir himself to welcome 
his master, going out at the back door or the front door accord¬ 
ing to the direction given, and advancing as far as he was able, 
either towards the Tweed, or the Glenkinnon burn. He was 
buried on a fine moon-light night, in the little garden behind 
the house in Castle Street, immediately opposite to the window 
at which Scott usually sat writing. My wife told me that she 
remembered the whole family standing in tears about the grave, 
as her father himself smoothed down the turf above Camp witli 
the saddest expression of face she had ever seen in him. H e 
had been engaged to dine abroad that day, but apologised on 
account of “ the death of a dear old frieud; ” and Mr. Macdon¬ 
ald Buchanan was not at all surprised that he should have 
done so, when it came out next morning that Camp was no 
more. 



CHAPTEE VI. 


idon — Theatrical Anecdotes — Byron’s Satire —The Lady of the 
Lake — Excursion to the Hebrides — Vision of Don [Roderick — 
3yron — Davy — Crahbe — Purchase of Abbotsford. 1809-1812. 

[n February Mr. John Ballantyne proceeded to London, 
the purpose of introducing himself to the chief publish- 
there in his new capacity, and especially of taking .Mr. 
liray’s instructions respecting the Scotch management of 
j Quarterly Beview. As soon as the spring vacation began, 
■. and Mrs. Scott followed him by sea. They stayed two 
nths, and this being the first visit to town since his fame 
1 been crowned by Marmion, he was more than ever the 
ject of curiosity and attention. Mr. Morritt saw much of 
u, and I transcribe a few sentences from his Memoranda of 
) period. 

‘Scott,” his friend says, “more correctly than any other 
m I ever knew, appreciated the value of that apparently 
diusiastic engouement which the world of London shews 
the fashionable wonder of the year. The homage paid him 
Lther altered his opinions, nor produced the affectation of de- 
sing it; on the contrary, he received it, cultivated it, and 
)aid it in its own coin. ‘All this is very flattering,’ he 
uld say, ‘and very civil; and if people are amused with 
iring me tell a parcel of old stories, or recite a pack of 
Llads to lovely young girls and gaping matrons, they are 
jily pleased, and a man would be very ill-natured who 
uld not give pleasure so cheaply conferred.’ If he dined 
th us and found any new faces, ‘ Well, do you want me to play 
to-day ? ’ was his usual question— ‘I will roar if you like 
:o your heart’s content.’ He would, indeed, in such cases put 
•th all his inimitable powers of entertainment — and day after 
f surprise me by their unexpected extent and variety. Then, 
the party dwindled, and we were left alone, he laughed at 
self, quoted — ‘ Yet know that I one Snug the joiner am 
no lion fierce,’ &c. — and was at once himself again. 
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“Ho often lamented the injurious effects for literalurn anti 
genius resulting from the excitement ol’ ambition for this 
ephemeral reputation. dn .salon. ‘It, may he a, pleasant, gale 
to sail with,’ hit said, ‘but it never yet led to a port, that 1 
should like to anchor in; 5 nor did lie willingly endure, either 
in London or in Kdinburgh, the little exclusive circles of 
literary society, much less their occasional fastidiousness and 
potty partialities. One story which l heard of him from Dr. 
Itowloy, now Archbishop of Canterbury (for 1 was not pres¬ 
ent), was very characteristic. Tim Doctor was one of a grand 
congregation of lions, where Scott, and Coleridge, emu mul/i.s 
atiix, attended at Sotheby’s. Poets and poetry were the topics 
of the table, and there was plentiful recitation of effusions 
as yet unpublished, which of course obtained abundant, applause. 
Coloridgo repealed more than one, which, as Dr. 11. thought., 
worn eulogised by some of the company with something like 
affectation, and a desire to hurnblo Seot-t. by raising a poet, of 
inferior reputation on his shoulders. Scot,), however, joined 
in the compliments as cordially as anybody, until, in Ids turn, 
he was invited to display some of his occasional poetry. Scott 
said he had nothing of his own worth their hearing, hut he would 
repeat a little copy of vorses which lie had shortly before seen 
in a provincial newspaper, and which seemed to him almost, 
as good os anything they lmd been listening to. lie repeated 
1 hire, Famine, and Slaughter. 5 The applauses that ensued 
wore faint-—then came slight, criticisms, from which Scott, 
dofundod the unknown author. At. lust a more bitter antag¬ 
onist opened, ami fastening upon one line, cried, * This at. least 
is absolute nonsense. 5 Scott denied tin* charge - the /stilus 
persisted —until Coleridge, out of all patience, exclaimed, ‘ Fur 
God’s sake let Mr. Scott, alone —-1 wrote the poem.’ 

“lie often complained of the dulness of parties where each 
guest arrived under the implied obligation of exhibiting some 
extraordinary powers of talk or wit. ‘ If, 5 be said, ‘ I encounter 
men of the world, men of business, odd or striking characters 
of professional excellence in any department, I am in my ele¬ 
ment, for they cannot lionise me without my returning the 
compliment and learning something from them.’ lie was 
much with George ICIIih, Canning, and < Iroker, and delighted 
in them — as indeed who did not? —but he loved to study 
eminence of every class and sort, and bis rising fame gave him 
easy access to gratify all his curiosity.” 

The meetings with (’aiming, Grnknr, and Mil is, to which 
Morritt alludes, were, as may bo supposed, eh icily occupied 
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‘ T would not bo a sowing man, to carry tho duak-bag still, 

Nor would 1 bo a falconer, the* greedy hawks to illl; 

But 1 would bo in a good house, and have a good master too, 

.For I would eat and drink of tho best, and no work would I do.’ 1 

In iilvo meantime, it is funny enough to see a whelp of a young 
Lord Byron abusing me, of whose e.ire.umstanees he knows 
nothing, for endeavouring to scratch out a living with my 
pen. God help tho hear, if, having little else to eat, lit' must 
not even suck his own paws. I can assure the noble imp of 
fame it is not my fault that I was not born to a park ami 
L.fiOOO a year, as it is not bis lordship's merit, although it may 
bo bis great good fortune, that he was not born to live by his 
literary talents or success.” 

About; this time several travesties of Scott’s poetry, I do 
not recollect by whom, were favourably noticed in some of the 
minor reviews, and appear to have annoyed Mr. Merritt. 
Scott’s only remark on the Lay of the Scotch Fiddle, &e. <Ste. 
is in a very miscellaneous letter to that friend “ As to those 
forcible parodies which have come forth, I can only say with 
Benedict, A college of auch wibnongers cannot flout me out of mg 
humour. Ilad l been conscious of one place about my temper, 
wore it even, metaphorically speaking, the tip of 'my heel, 
vulnerable to this sort of aggression, I have that respect for 
mine own ease, that I would have shunned being a candidate 
for public applause, as l would avoid snatching a honey-comb 
from among a hive of live bees.” When, three years later, all 
the world laughed over .James Smith’s really admirable Death 
of Cluttorbuek, in the Rejected Addresses, no one laughed 
more heartily than tho author of Marmion. 

To this period belong two stories, which it would he unfair 
to suppress. It is a rare cose when a large family tines not 
include a frail member. Walter Scott’s youngest brother 
Daniel was such. 2 After many luckless adventures, he obtained, 
through the poet’s connexion with George Kilts, a post of 
responsibility on a West Indian estate; but in a moment of 
danger, his nerves shewed the effects of continued dissipation. 
Ho was dismissed, and died soon afterwards at Edinburgh, under 
his mother’s roof — but his brother would never see hint, nor 
would he attend his funeral, or wear mourning for him. Thus 
sternly, when in tho height and pride of his blood, could Hcott, 
whose heart was never hardened against the distress of an enemy, 

1 The, Knight of the. Burning Beetle. 

8 Sec Chap. I., ante, p. 0, 
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soil from the disgrace of a brother. It is a more pleasing 
,rt of my duty to add, that he spoke to me, twenty years 
berwards, in terms of great and painful contrition for the 
sterity with which he had conducted himself on this occasion, 
must add, moreover, that he took a warm interest in a natural 
ildwhom Daniel had bequeathed to his mother’s care; and 
ber the old lady’s death, religiously supplied her place as the 
y’s protector. 

The other story is connected with his ever dear brother 
lomas, in whose hands, as has been mentioned above, the 
siness that he inherited did not prosper. Walter, as Clerk 
Session, had the patronage of several offices in the Register 
ouse at Edinburgh, and he appointed Thomas to one of these, 
■ no means so lucrative as others at his disposal, but welcome 
.der the circumstances. Thomas soon after found it com¬ 
ment to withdraw for a time to the Isle of Man ; and while 
was there, the Government introduced a bill, by which his 
tractorship, and many other little places of the sort, were to 
abolished, the holders receiving some compensation by way 
annuity. Some keen Edinburgh partisans suggested to the 
ml of Lauderdale (then at the head of the Whig interest in 
otland) that Walter Scott had foreseen the abolition of the 
st when he bestowed it on Thomas — that Thomas was dis- 
arging its small duties by deputy — and that in his case 
mpensation would be only the successful crowning of a job. 
ott, in his letters to friends, both Whig and Tory, denies 
iignantly that either he or Thomas had anticipated the 
olition of the office, and intimates his conviction that the 
rliamentary opposition to the compensation sprang entirely 
im the wish to hurt his own feelings. Lord Lauderdale’s 
lendment was lost in the House of Peers. Indeed no other 
;er spoke in favour of it except Lord Holland; and Scott 
sented that speech warmly, because his Lordship seemed to 
ve “ gone out of his way ” in meddling about a small Scotch 
itter. It happened unluckily that Lord Holland visited 
iinburgh within a few weeks afterwards, and he was then 
fcroduced by Scott’s friend, Mr. Thomas Thomson, at a din- 
r of the Friday Club. 1 The poet, in a letter to his brother, 
ys: “We met accidentally at a public party. He made up to 
3, but I remembered his part in your affair, and cut him with 

1 The Friday Club was instituted in June 1803—on the model, I be- 
ve, of Johnson’s at the Turk’s Head. Scott, Thomson, and most of 
iir intimates at the Bar were original members. The great majority 
re Whigs. They dined at Fortune’s tavern. 
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an lii.I.lt*. remorse as an old pen.” Two gentlemen who were 
present, inform me that they distinctly remember a very painful 
scone, for which, knowing Scott’s habittml good-nature and 
urbanity, they had boon wholly unprepared. One of them 
(Lord Jeffrey) adds, that this was the only example of rudeness 
ho over witnessed in him in the course of a lifelong familiarity. 
It is consolatory to add, that, he enjoyed much agreeable inter¬ 
course in after days with Lord Holland. 

1 willingly turn from these dregs of polities to some other 
matters, winch about this time oceupieil a large .share of his 
thoughts. He had from his boyish days a great, love for theat¬ 
rical representation ; and so soon as eireumstanees enabled him 
to practise extended hospitality, the chief actors of his time, 
whenever tiny happened to hi* in Scotland, were among the 
most acceptable of his guests. Mr. (diaries Young was, 1 be¬ 
lieve, (.he iirst of them of whom hi* saw much: as early us l.XOJ 
I find him writing of that, gentleman to the Murehiouess of 
Aberccmi as a valuable addition to the society of Kdiuburgh; 
and down to the end of Scott’s life, Mr. Young was never in 
the north without visiting him. Another graceful performer, 
of whom ho saw a great deal in his private circle, was Miss 
Smith, afterwards Mrs. Hartley. But at the period of which 
I am now treating, his principal theatrical intimacy was with 
.John Philip Kemble, and his sister Mrs. Biddons, tmth of 
whom he appears to have often met at Lord Ahereorn’s villa 
near Btamnoro. Of John Kemble’s character and manners, 
ho has recorded Ids impressions in a pleasing reviewed of Mr. 
Bouden's Memoir. The great, tragedian's love of hluokdettnr 
learning afforded a strong bond of fellowship; and I have 
heard Bcott say that, tin* only man who ever seduced him into 
very deep potations in Ids middle life was Kemble, lie was 
frequently at Ashestiel, and a grave butler, by name ,/o/m 
Macbeth) made sore complaints of tie' lnul hours kept on such 
occasions in one of the most regular of households; but. the 
watchings of thes night were not more grievous to Cousin 
Maobetli,” as Kemble called the honest bmujfrtirr, than were 
the hazards and fatigues of the morning to the representative 
of “the Hootch usurper.” Kemble’s miseries during a rougl 
gallop wore quite as grotesque as those of his namesake, aui 
it must be owned that species of distress w m one from tin 
contemplation of which his host could never derive anythin} 
but amusement. 

X have heard Scott ehueklo with particular glee over tie 
recollection of an excursion to the vide of the Kttriek, nea 
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oli river the party were pursued by a hull. “ Home, King 
11, n Haiti lie, “ we inuat. even lake (he water;*’ autl accord- 
y he anti inn daughter Sophia plunged min t he at ream, 
King dohn, halting mi the hank, and .Humming the river, 
tdi happeuetl to be full mul turliltt, exclaimed, tu ins umial 
mn manner, 

. " Tlw thwat ia angry, Sheriff; 

Muthinks I’ll gut mu up lute » irrp," 1 

as well til at the dogs had succeeded in diverting the hull, 
.use there was no tree at hand whieh could ha\e mmt.unrd 
g .John, nor, had that heim otherwise, could ho stately a 
onage have dismounted aml ascended with mieh alacrity m 
imstamms would have required. He at length hdluwrd 
friends through the river with the rueful dignity of 1 ton 
cote. 

wan thin intercourse whieh led Sentt to exert himself 
mouBly about ISO 1 .), to prevail on Mr, llenrv Subb'iiM, the 
low ol Keiuhle, tu undertake the h‘HHe a ml management 
he iCdinlmrgh Theatre. On thin oreamou lie pun h.cn*d 
are, ami beeame one of the ueting tnnUrm; and th*m e 
1, during a long series of yearn, he eontinueij t«* uh«' a 
lively concern in the proeeediugs of t he Kdud.urgh < i>m 
r. In thi.s In* wan plentifully eurouruged l»y hm domontu- 
trilla; for Iuh wile had nil a French woman* pnnmm f.»t 
ttpivtavle; and the elder Ihilhuttyne was u regular new n 
r fribit*, of theatrical affairs, and in that ntpuetty bad 
uly attained a measure of authority supremely gratifying 
msclf. 

ie lirnl new play produced by Henry Sidduns %um the 
ily Legend of Joanna itailho’ Thin Wuh, t iwdjeve, the 
of her dramas that ever underwent the test of n-j.iiwut#- 
in her native kingdom; ami Scott exerted binmdf most 
fatigably in its behalf, He wan rnmndled ulmiil nil the 
■liw of costume, attended every rehearsal, and supplied 
firologue. The play was letter received than any other 

»lut Kemble’s most familiar uthlmtalk often flowed t«iu t»l«i«t» *rj*« . 

» Indued did IiIm slNU’r’H. Hcoti (who was a capital ntimle i ».fmo 
i tier tragic exolamatlon to a fnuibny tinting » dinner st A«ht»ftUri 

" Yott‘v« benight m« water, tmj t #*|'4 »w I**, '• 

other time, dining with a l’rovost ef Edinburgh, *h« e|»r«tatel, in 

w to her host’s apology for his pitm tie mMuttm »-~- 

“ tWmM bo tnn imUi (W me, my t 


•which the gifted authoress has since subjected In ftie saute 
experiment.; and how ardently Scot!, enjo\ ed its succr ;*i may 
ho soon in many letters which he addressed In his friend mt 
the occasion. 

Lt was at a rehearsal of this piece that Sent! was ht-U mtro 
duecul to another theatrical performer « let me h >m; acquired 
a largo share of his regard and eontideuee Mr, ! tuio-l Ten v 
lie had received a good education, and hern iv 'utai U ttamed 
as an architect; hut. abandoned that pmte. aun at an o.u 1 v 
period of life, and was ttmv beginning b» at lr.u t .tf f mi u«u . t * 
a valuable actor in Henry Siddons’s company A h *ud\ In* and 
the .Ballantynes were enustant companions, .net tlunugh he* 
familiarity with them, Scott had abniniaut oppmfunities «•! 
appreciating his many excellent and agreeable «ptuhiies. fie 
luid the manners and feelings of a gentleman, fake John 
Kemble, ho was deeply skilled in the old literalni«> id the 
drama, and he rivalled Scott's own enthusiasm fur the autnpn 
ties of vertu. Their epistolary correspondence m after da> n 
was frequent, and none so well illustrates many of tin* jhm'I’h 
minor tastes and habits. As their letters lie )wfop’ me, they 
appear as if they hod all lieen penned by the hand. 

Terry’s idolatry of his new friend induced him to uiot.de hm 
writing so zealously, that Scott used to nay, if he were called 
on to swear to any document, the nflined In* could u uture 
to attest would bo, that* it was either in hi* own hand *»r is* 
Terry’s. The suitor, perhaps mimuHcimndy, mumcked him in 
other matters with hardly inferior perhmu n v, lie small 
lively features had acquired, I h* fore I knew Imu, a imh ludt 
crous east of Scott’s graver expression ; he had laugh! !m tmy 
eyebrow the very trick of the poet's inediUlive hmut; and to 
erown all, he so habitually affected his tone ami m i *>nt, that, 
though a native of Bath, a stranger non hi hardly have doubted 
ho must ho a Beotehman. These things afforded all their 
acquaintance much diversion} but j*erbuj»a in* Slum could 
have helped being sonretly gratified by swing a clover and 
sensible man convert himself into a living iyjm ami symtud 
of admiration. 

Charles Mathews and Terry were mire thrown out of a gig 
together, and the former received an injury which made him 
halt ever afterwards, while the latter escaped unhurt. « I toonm, 
Daunid,” said Mathews when tiny next met, “wind a pnv 
that it wasna your luck to get the game leg, m«»tt! Your 
Shirra would hae hewn the very tiling, yt» ken, an* ye wad hue 
been erooso till ye war cottUitKl!" Terry, though he did not 


n 11* i* jMHiir nisi H liniuft imniumilH* Hi uKr, 

Nttvn l In .lnhuiit'ti, ill! hy wnv <•( jukr, 

Stuu, 'lir, hi l'araKMj'h will msui ln< »*!*•%» j-. 

H.-'ll tabs’ **lf iVlm- hritrr iun\ th.m i-vn " 

iluthrwn’n uitt thful iMrirutnir nf Turfy's nut iff mhuirrv «if 
t t tt at ultr id I III- 1 uhrd r\t fill uttau/ua nl ills .si trial hunts ; 
lluli *t*i 1 I havr ultra Mri’ii t htn Htutma* dflllaut l.*ir 1 hr uholr 
htuiyur ^tiujji with rijual jnuvrs.n wlntr Httlilumltumahitt 
’nmril with ilrli’fjhl, .tml AliltlHiruati|ihtiHt'nj»lainiiii faintly 
irkhnl, ittul thr Shrnff, Ktuttly Htiuliitjt, {iumIuhI rtmtal hut 
atilrrs.* 

irulS Is at* I hy I hr rail uf 1 HI HI all hut miujdrtrd hw third 
at jiiH’ia , \ it that s riu a hut w mi rruivdrd with mtHrrlluurotw 
ran* lahuutn. la it la* tuadr I'tval jirot'rms with Swift, and 
t hr haudu’d ntul saw jnthSt.ihrd htn rdittuu uf thr Sadlrr 
*rr« ; thr indra rujititar!, rai lima, h\ rly utul ratrslaiiutig, 
l thr |,sir i»f Sir HuSjdi n \rry jdra.sinit sjirruurn uf lu.H 
lr. Srvrral vuhunr* «»f t la’ Imjjr Nunirm’ ('ullrrtiun, llhia 
!ml thruUKhimt with similar ntrr, wrrr alnu unuml m 1 KlHI; 

I 1 Mi|ijitmr hr rrri’lvrtl htn frr fur ritrli vuluair lUi it ujijtrurrd 
thr wladr sum anautnltUK, whra thr last ramr mil tu iMt'J, 
h’ttKl ynnuriut, 1 ha latamrs »*a thrnr mllrrttums wrtr j*riulu 
; atm 114; his latlul mill that anttulr kmavlmigr uf thr jrud- 
jirtsuan and rviutta l«ith «d Hmtrh mid Kaiiltnh hittlory, 
i’h mad* 1 his matrr-aatam utt mtrli mihjrrts that uf uttr whu 
1 ratlr’r It \ rd with than rrad uUmt thr dr|inrtrd. Hr 
il'htrd 111 thuja, mat arvrr mmjdainrd that Ihry nitrrrujitml 
adviuitaitruiialy thr wurkn *if his htjthrr grniuw. Hut hr 
imittrd tu many Iran aurmildr tanks - tumui}* uthrr»» at this 
,»«< tu a g«««I dual uf Irutddr ratailrd utt hint hy thr 

1 uf Mi»« Hrward. th'iitsl ttt Mimdi iKtttl, shr tan jurathrd 
’ jMMdry t* * Hr utt, with utt injuurttun tu jmhltnh it Mj«rrdily, 
I |»rrti* 11 akrlrli uf hrr lifr; wlulr fihr madr hrr tattrra (uf 
trh #ltt* had krj»t rtijiirn) thr jirujw’rty uf {‘uastahlr. Hrutt 

IVrtaif*® lh« vrry rlrhr.nl artlrln in M*tlh»w*'« but inl hudgnl, wa« lh*» 
tu* a.tl«'U*a| U* have *MV«rtwt whra tin Siltnarlf nimtntittlralrd lu thr lw«» 
lanlyaw lilt* nrw Ultra wSihii iht» Hhnrlff had rmtfrrml on ihrm, 
dum'a with his awn raj* *i»»l IipII*, and lh«* «»lS»pr‘# lf»*tlg« 

1 larrtshdiiy, hf r-vm Into tmglml hurfur, madr, l *w 

l, B didirl>at* rualraal. 


superintended, accordingly, tin* edition of flu- Ut.y ver.es 
whioli was jml*1 ish**ii in three volumes hy duhit BuUunfvur; 
and Constable hist m> time in announcing her roriespondcure 

_-ta announcement which tin* port ob-.eiard with t n pida‘e«u ; 

for few had suiTered morn than himsejt ii"Hi her epi .t»d.uv 
restlessness. lh' say a tu an authoress of a dtHci-cnt laved 
(Mian Bailin')-- ** The despair which I used to teel "tt receiv¬ 
ing po(ij’ Miss Seward's let t ers, \\ la tin t re.dlv liked, ga\ •* me a 

limst unsentimental horror fur sentimental letter,. l am mm- 

doing penance for my illdueeduig, hy submitt mg t«» edit her 
posthumous poetry, moat o! wheh is ab-.obite!y exeerabie. 
This, however, is tin* least of ut\ evils, tor when she pt "posed 
this bequest, to me, ulimh 1 eouhl nut m deeeurv lefusr, she 
combined if with a request that 1 would publish h* i whole 
lit,ovary eorrespoutlenee. This 1 drelated on principle, having 
a particular aversion at perpetuating that sort u! gossip . hut 
what, availed it? ho! to ensure the publication, she leit it hi 
an Kdinlmrgh bookseller; and l anticipate the honor **1 wring 
myself advertised for a live poet like a wild tw-asl *»u a painted 
streamer5 for I understand all her friends are depleted »hermit 
in body, mind, and inatiuers.’’ _ Mr. t ouHtahle, however, took 
this opportunity of re-opening his iutereourHe with Sr..ft, and 
gave him essential relief hy allowing hint to draw Im pen 
through Miss Seward's extravagant eulogies on himself and 
his poetry, Tliis attention ho gratified him, that he author 
isecl John Ballantyne to ask, in Ins name, that experienced 
bookseller's advice respecting the |«h-ii* now nearly completed, 
the amount of the first impression, ami ether professional 
details. Mr. (!onstab!e readily gave the assmtame tlm-i re 
quested,and would willingly have taken any share they pleased 
in the adventure. They had completed their copyright arrange 
incuts before these eonummieutiouH wettrrwl, and the t rutin* 
pliant HUeeess of the coup d'vmii of the new firm was snflirient 
to close Boott’s ears fur a season against any prt«jH»silton« of 
the like kind from the house at the Crow; hut from this time 
there was no return of anything like jmrHoiuU ill-will l«.iwe«m 
the parties. 

Early in May the Tawly of the Lake eiune out —-m her two 
elder sisters had done—in all the majesty «f quarto, with 
every accompanying grace of typography, and with tnureuver 
an engraved frontispiece of Baswidi portrait of Scott; the 
price of the book two guineas, For the copyright the jmet 
had nominally received 2000 guineas, hut as John Iliillantyne 
and Co. retained three-fourths of the projwty to 







Mr. Cadell, the publisher of this Memoir, then a young man 
1 training for his profession, retains a strong impression of 
le interest which the quarto excited before it was on the 
ounter. “ James Ballantyne,” he says, “read the cantos 
?om time to time to select coteries, as they advanced at press, 
ommon fame was loud in their favour; a great poem was on 
LI hands anticipated. I do not recollect that any of all the 
uthor’s works was ever looked for with more intense anxiety, 
c that any one of them excited a more extraordinary sensation 
hen it did appear. The whole country rang with the praises 
E the poet — crowds set off to view the scenery of Loch 
latrine, till then comparatively unknown; and as the book 
ime out just before the season for excursions, every house 
ad inn in that neighbourhood was crammed with a constant 
recession of visitors. It is a well-ascertained fact, that from 
le date of the publication of the Lady of the Lake, the post- 
orse duty in Scotland rose in an extraordinary degree, and 
ideed it continued to do so regularly for a number of years, 
Le author's succeeding works keeping up the enthusiasm for 
it scenery which he had thus originally created.” — Mr. 
adell adds, that four 8vo editions followed the quarto within 
Le space of twelve months; that these carried the early sale 
i 20,000 copies; and that by July 1836, the legitimate sale 
l Great Britain had been not less than 50,000 copies; since 
hich date I understand that, in spite of legal and illegal 
racies, the fair demand has been well kept up. 

In their reception of this work, the critics were for once 
full harmony with each other, and with the popular voice, 
be article in the Quarterly was written by George Ellis; 
it its eulogies, though less discriminative, are not a whit 
re emphatic than those of Mr. Jeffrey in the rival Keview. 
Ldeed, I have always considered this last paper as the best 
ecimen of contemporary criticism on Scott’s poetry. The 
iy, if I may venture to state the creed now established, is, 
should say, generally considered as the most natural and 
iginal, Marmion as the most powerful and splendid,, the 
idy of the Lake as the most interesting, romantic, pictur- 
que, and graceful of his great poems. 

Of its success he speaks as follows in 1830 : — “It was cer- 
nly so extraordinary as to induce me for the moment to 
delude that I had at last fixed a nail in the proverbially 1 
jonstant wheel of Fortune. But, as the celebrated John 


200 


LIFE OF SIB WALTER SCOTT. 


Wilkes is said to have explained to King George tlie Thix’d, 
that he himself was never a Wilkite, so I can with honest trutlx 
exculpate myself from having been at any time a partisan of 
my own poetry, even when it was in the highest fashion witlx 
the 'million.” 

James Ballantyne has preserved in his Memorandum an 
anecdote strikingly confirmative of the most remarkable state¬ 
ment in this page of Scott’s confessions. “I remember,” lie 
says, “ going into his library shortly after the publication of 
the Lady of the Lake, and finding Miss Scott (who was theix a 
very young girl) there by herself, I asked her — ‘Well, Miss 
Sophia, how do you like the Lady of the Lake ? ’ Her answer 
was given with perfect simplicity — ‘ Oh, I have not read it: 
papa says there’s nothing so had for young people as reading 
bad poetry.’ ” 

In fact, his children in those days had no idea of the source 
of his distinction — or rather, indeed, that his position was in 
any respect different from that of other Advocates, Sheriffs, 
and Clerks of Session. The eldest boy came home one after¬ 
noon about this time from the High School, with tears and. 
blood hardened together upon his cheeks. — “Well, Wat,” said 
bis father, “what have you been fighting about to-day ? ” Witlx 
that the boy blushed and hung his head, and at last stammered 
out — that he had been called a lassie. “Indeed!” said Mrs. 
Scott, “this was a terrible mischief to be sure.” “You may 
say what you please, mamma,” Wat answered roughly, “but I 
dinna think there’s a waufer (shabbier) thing in the world than 
to be a lassie, to sit boring at a clout.” Upon further inquiry 
it turned out that one or two of his companions had dubbed 
him The Lady of the Lake, and the phrase was to him incom¬ 
prehensible, save as conveying some imputation on his prowess, 
which he accordingly vindicated in the usual style of the Yards. 
Of the poem he' had never before heard. Shortly after, tlxis 
story having got wind, one of Scott’s colleagues of the Clerks’ 
Table said to the boy — (who was in the home circle called 
Qilnockie , from his admiration of Johnny Armstrong) — “ Gil- 
nockie, my man, you cannot surely help seeing that great people 
make more work about ypur papa than they do about me or 
any other of your uncles —what is it do you suppose that occa¬ 
sions this ? ” The little fellow pondered for a minute or two, 
and then answered very gravely — “It’s commonly him that 
sees the hare sitting.” And yet this was the man that had 
his children all along so very much with him. In truth, how¬ 
ever, young Walter had guessed pretty shrewdly in the matter. 
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for his father had all the tact of the Sutherland Highlander, 
whose detection of an Irish rebel up to the neck in a bog, he 
has commemorated in a note upon Rokeby. Like him, he was 
quick to catch the sparkle of the victim’s eye; and often said 
jestingly of himself, that whatever might be thought of him 
as a maker (poet), he was an excellent trouveur. 

Ballantyne adds: — “ One day about this same time, when 
his fame was supposed to have reached its acme, I said to him 
— ‘ Will you excuse me, Mr. Scott, but I should like to ask 
you what you think of your own genius as a poet, in compari¬ 
son with that of Burns?’ He replied—'There is no com¬ 
parison whatever — we ought not to he named in the same 
day.’ ‘ Indeed! ’ I answered, { would you compare Campbell to 
Burns?’ 'No, James, not at all — If you wish to speak of a 
real poet, Joanna Baillie is now the highest genius of our coun¬ 
try.’— But, in fact,” (continues Ballantyne) — “he had often 
said to me that neither his own nor any modern popular style 
of composition was that from which he derived most pleasure. 
I asked him what it was. He answered — Johnson’s; and 
that he had more pleasure in reading London, and The Vanity 
of Human Wishes, than any other poetical composition he 
could mention; and I think I never saw his countenance more 
indicative of high admiration than while reciting aloud from 
those productions.” 

In his sketch of Johnson’s Life, Scott says—“The deop 
and pathetic morality of The Vanity of Human Wishes, has 
often extracted tears from those whose eyes wander dry over- 
pages professedly sentimental.” The last line of MS. that he 
sent to the press was a quotation from the same piece. Yet 
't is the cant of our day—above all, of its poetasters, that 
Johnson was no poet. To be sure, they say the same of Pope 

and hint it occasionally even of Dryden. 

Walter Scott was at this epoch in the highest spirits, and 
having strong reasons of various kinds for his resolution to 
avail himself of the gale of favour, only hesitated in which 
quarter to explore the materials of some new romance. His 
Erst and most earnest desire was “to take a peep at Lord 
Wellington and his merrymen in the Peninsula, — where,” he 
says, “ I daresay I should have picked up some good materials 
tor battle scenery; ” and he afterwards writes with envy of the 
way in which a young barrister of his acquaintance (the late 
excellent John Miller of Lincoln’s Inn, K.C.,) spent the long 
vacation of that year—having the good luck to arrive at Oporto 
when our army was in retreat from the frontier, and after 
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travelling Ilirnll-'U ;l country In! ally dcsrftrd, to lour suddenly, 
ill a low I lie ill.'.taut .sound i»f a i»;t;j*»|*"’ !••• ««’!*•.*m*-«l 

l, v |.lu> ollieers of a Highland llegimetti and m-*t dav w linens 
(I'ilii* in hand) tin 1 Buttle <>l Bu sure. But >cutt di*>pl hi > I «'U 
insular plan on perceiving that it gave In > wih- " tm-i.- ds >t h hm 
than could la* com pensatctl by aits gr.itim itoui «*l hi« mvn 
curiosity.” lie then tbought “i r«-* i atm.- lodn-hy f*«r. a.-i 
wan mentioned alreatlv, he had tr*»m the to t <1 is th.it he Npeul 
then 4 designed to connect its. loe.th! m-* ssstSa hi» s *■ t te I hit 
the hurst-of enthusiasm sshieh lolh'tted the Ii-ue e id the 

hady of the Lake tinails Mvu\ed him !«• umbi take ,i |i*nrne\, 
d(M'per than lie had as set cone, into l h<- tn<i ,m>l a « .um 

invitation from the Laird oi Statf.i, e.e.ds ndu. ed him t.» add 
a voyage to ! he Jit fn-iths. Ill- ss.n ai . omp.uocd !>s !«»•» ss ite, 
his (laughter Sujdiia, Mms Hannah M.mhcu/ii-, daughter id 
«Tlm Man of Keeling.” amt u dear tumid and di d.ml relation, 
Mrs. Anreeee (nusv Lady 1 >uv v n ss ho had !*e* n, .*.•« he ws * m 
one of his letters, “a lioness id the first m.ignitude m I'ldm- 
burgh,” (hiring the preceding ss inter fie travelled tdow ty 
with his own hursi's, through Arg\ lenhtie, a * tar its t than ; hut 
even where post-horses might have i*eci» had, thin wan the 
mode he always preferred in them family exeur-nmi-i, f««r he 
delighted in the lilmrty it afforded him of alighting .md linger 
ing as often and as long us he chose; and, in tndh. he ottmi 
performed the far greater part of the day’* journey *m t«mt 
— examining the map in the morning m» «« to make htttmelf 
master of the hearings and following !»m own fancy ««rer 
Bourn old disused riding truck, or along the margin of a id ream, 
while tlm carriage, with its female occupant*, adhere,l t«» the 
proper road. Of tlm insulur part of the mjM'dition we huso 
many details in the appendages to the land of the !»|r»s - and 
others not less interesting in the Notes which he contributed 
to droker’H Kdilinu of Boswell, The private letters of JS|u 
dwell with tlelight. on a scene which it was, indeed, «{*wml 
good fortune for him to witness: «the arrival among the 
Maokinnomt of their young chief (since w«d! known ns M H. 
for Lymington), whoso ancestors had sold or forfeited their 
insular territory, hut could not alienate the affectionate venera¬ 
tion of thoir chin. lie also expatiates with heartv ftiitmfurlnm 
on the patriarchal stylo of Iho hospitality of Mulva, where the 
Laird of Btuffa (a brother of his colleague Mr. Macdonald 
Buchanan) lived among “a people distractedly fond of Imp,” 
cheered by their adherence to the native soil from which •« 
many of the neighbouring tribes were yearly emigrating, 
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: U'uit* H v ami huprlully ritmuiai'ini: (hnt* rnnvth in stutuhn h, 
tmi timin' w hatr\ n In* ruuhl til k«•«' I« up fin* ««hi manurm ami 
In' uhl :t|»inf uf his " In i j*»•»»j»I«• limihlril alrl hl.*» 

Ill'l'IIU’ I I 1 ‘lilni.” Hilt l hi,) S.i a I ml 11 i < In H ill i'll W r iMUMuf 
nnv rrv rjt without pain .uni i«vi«-t , f.u i iiamrrs m puhlir 
mlit V W It Inn a Irw \ r.u a tiftt l*»\ «•* i uH< i I\ l in- «\r<r ami ptUH 
witty wlttrli tin* port w it time'll. ! ahr ,«» mam nf hrt , nt jus 
•hum, that i;av ami lu^h *>pn il»»| ;*> nl Irm.iu «.1 , t u 

ii*t* hit iniut pruplr pun' ati <sni»l him in »i* - ,f u-u n»n, mil ii flu* 
ua juili V nt thrill a! in funk trf iu*c !*«n«>ii4 I ii* .uni 

hr} t* Wit’S h* 11 tn him till un!\ ! hr h.tinr ami <h 
fair jiti.vu"nii*M, n{ w hit h, i>lt hr> «h it U, ( hr i.nl tsa.’iwut f hr 
•c why Staff a if 'w If, I ta*l f ii |w p,u trii wilh j»y lit * rhlhii'ru 
Oil t r! in huh; tmiu t in a pha »ant r \ smi, ami r .{ahltMt 
tilt liHlimif Ilf Aaliraf irl, Srol!, m ! >r,iri ti 11UU nhl ifrnk fur 
ialiiii^ fh«*f* t»u»' tuurniiis.:, lu»m*I tin’ MS, »»f fhr (tint 

,ft-ii ur fhri'u rliaplrm uf Wavrrln l**mm a h-ttrr of «l«tnrs 
ihUiuutymwi tut u«<w rnaiiing lhr w rhaplrt ,, n jh plum that 
it* wits imt fltt’ir unfat uurahlr rmtsr ut J.Hi*,’»; hut lh><m;h in* 
tltguml ■* Miirrt’W " if tin* inn. rl nrtr miuplHni, hr .nhlrii that 
in t'olihl lu*f HltV '* h«»\v nnirli,’* isml hottrMi* runtr v-wii that 
-hr miprt'HMUiu mmU* t»u hit muni wa a far t mm im-.tnnhhtti,; 
hut In* hint rrrrivml from thi* lira! HjwrtmrU ut thr |,u»|\ uf 
hi* Hahi*: niut miri* tnurr thr MS «m imlmaM l*» its 

liiliitK {4iirr, Hut this was in if thr mih unw rl« om«* rmnmutu 
'alum Iron* thut «|iuuti*r, AIrrintv thru* puhimluim; a«i\rutitrn 
k*khu tu wt’iir a Uu4 usiwrt ItH w»rn twiA mal tin* t'hriHtmu* 
if IWH.I, Srutt mvrntni tn thr Ikiihtntytir firms nut Iras than 
LiMHHl; hy lltts tiim* |»r»»S*al*lv thrrr hint l«’* f u u fitrllmr 
h'ltuuui u» Jus pursr ; utn! innv lh«* {irmti’r’n triumph in tin* 
? iwt trntlftf»lyinit mlitimi# uf tin* f*tnly of thr hakr %vitu tlitrk- 
*tu’tl with uintuuus rrtHirl.it }tt«uit tlunr tmm*rUunrinus njH'rnlu- 
iun« fturli m thr lirnumuiii ittnl Klrtrhrr uf Wrlwr thr 
* Tixull 1‘tH‘lry,” * iiinl thr llistnrv uf thr t ‘ultirrs In Hr, 
Juuiirann, Hut it still inorr firrsunu t»iw}iir?*f» waw tin* KMin- 
mrgll Ammui Erguttrr, ft* tw« first Vtihiums wrrr lantunl 
this tuur, Hint rxjHH’tutnm l»«l l«*rn highly nu'itnl l»v 
.hr luimmurorurut that thr histuriral *it»}»iirif»«rj»f was tn thr 
Hunts uf Smitlirv, whilr Srutt ihi* 1 uthrr rtituirttl prr»n»ns w **rr 
a runtrihutr tn its inisrrlliuitmus lilrratnrr mu! *wirnrr Mr, 
'icmthry wiw furtuiiiiti* 111 twiKinnins l»m imrratur with thr 
frrut rnt uf thr H{tuttish Urvult apfiwt NujKilrun, tuul it 
ixhiiiitnl his iwiial rrururrh* rrftrrtinn, rlrganrr, u»*I spirit, 
L'hts tWHimul volumr mmUmwd tif hia im»t »4nitr«i ttiinur 



poems; and Scott enriched it both with, vers 
ISTevertheless, the public were alarmed y 

history, and the prospect of two volumes an 

was, in short, a new periodical publication on . 
all such, adventures are hazardous; none ox tneir 
unless there be a skilful bookseller, and a zealot 
give a large share of their industry and intellige) 
day, to its arrangements. Such a bookseller Jot 
was not; such an editor, with Scott s multiiai 
mends, he could not be. The volumes succeede 
at irregular intervals; there was soon felt tlie 
ever active presiding spirit$ and though the wc 
tinued during a long series of years, it never 
projectors. 

The first Uvrccison included an essay of son 
Scott on the proposed changes in the Scotch lai 
ture, which had occupied Sir Ilay Campbell's. 
and the sagacity of this piece appears as credi 
as the clear felicity of its language. I fancy 
lawyers will now deny that their criminal system 
more need to borrow from Scotland, than hers 


However, his essay strongly deprecated the. co 
of a general innovation; and though the conditioi 
lantyne affairs was already uneasy, and liis co 
shews that he fretted occasionally under the un 
drudgery of his clerkship, still I cannot but sus] 
repugnance to these legal novelties had a share 
the state of mind indicated by a letter of Hove] 
his brother Thomas. He there says: u I have 
to tell you in confidence, that, were Dundas to 
ernor-General to India, and were he willing to t 
him in a good situation, I would not hesitate ■ 
Court of Session and the booksellers to the Devil 
fortune in another climate.” He adds, “ but th 
entre nous” —nor indeed was I aware, until I fo 
ter, that he had ever entertained such a design a 
it communicates. Mr. Dundas (now Lord Me 
kigMy acceptable to the Court of Directors in 
President of the Board of Control, which he lor 
spoken of at various times as likely to be appoint 
General. He had no doubt hinted to Scott, tha 
should ever assume that station, it would be a 
him to be accompanied by his early friend: and 
be little question of Scott’s capacity to have fil] 
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tiftrtnnt (hr |*n 11 in fmluu .tviri,ui nr uf an Imiiaii 

Hut niHiirJi uf wliat u ,n In! a |« «|r«*aun Tin- 

lmt*yuut‘V «*{ It j*i ! * at 5 5 .,| up.faui* 4 in* !.i .1 uu* iluptv* 

mull ami In * m mm l»u« * i***f»«u* flm L i j. • - «*f .nmt hnr \r.ir 

Ullt|i*rw ‘ill n nfiamm ttttiib lm m m 1 3 \ i 4 hi » 4«*Mm\ liMltn 

Hull *4 In. !«' if affl’si li HJ'4 ,lfl4 ll.ippli ‘,! I,! 11 (I i ’ i 

\|« ,tnf inn-, null.i fin., win t hr Hifur I n s f h tt hu'h, min tip* 
\\ li.lfrW t*r LiI^hiih ami ,itt \ mf i«u, fm until***! 1 1 s * * pi * »-,»t t->,H «4 

I liu tiriMl «‘ * s IJI r.? s I III llir |*i-lHl3\aI 4 If \\ a.n n* *• *) Hr .f , |fi|! hr 

iiinit mi »un pmt nr% , m*f mu iii Inn im hi-iptf-nt ju (>l > r , 

|»r|ttu*ii K»!mI*Ml i'h „t?t4 \ “ifir s! ir I, Mini! I« if f m |,iLii « if li luiji 

t lit* |,iri'r it ami I* t n, • p ! f t« *> \ <« ? a 41 ,r !m pi *« m.« *»f | Jn< 

.Him! ul war; tij«*ii tlm Jm mm* |m<jj*h unlh puttn^, tiarm^tiir 
mairhni itfnl nan*?* t mnu.’iu<n *4 Om I “s** 1 u'I# ami 1‘tuthMf |»v 
liliHiflH ut Marie aii4 a U tfu pun , an4 Siut hi' 1*1-ait iliil Ml a 
Sniff rum plain ul llii 1 a < iii -*4 f »i li 1 *»« it is »it 4 ' f lui lit fnttiiai 

ntnt liur riirnagri In ftm Inf 1, 4 * ■ nniinltiv man 

ftiriiital m Ia»iitli4t fu t’ulh’i'l ■ M • npta i*i jhn fltu wln-t u| f|sr 

Pul hn?mn*% win* ti.ui m’Mi On u la 1 n m urnM a 1 u § iL»ir lanmun 

tntrtif 111 tlm «*» nil -a* Ilf Wmnrnn'n l * .1 » tMij-i , .uni Snuff, mu 

mat It lift flt«* ml vrt! iai'fiiPiit, ! 4r * J a n» man, 1 ^ tvm,; 

tu I’uiifnlmtn llir piufil^fu niml^nrr !li< i mi,)) 1 niitMiiti!, »4 
fltu tint nlit lull 1 *! a |«m in » • n 1 * 1 f * 4 a h I«m ,ihl ?»"i uf fin* 
jaf rtulii* ittiijtftln Hi! tiff nr 4%aa im * t \ I'ltn | h|Hij ut 

I Mi l£*»«|n! m|i % an m Itu, ia sin!?, » mu| f muifry 

fur war* In I tu I ii«* b* u 1 4 I mini I lallmt h n t 1 Um . => M 

tttfli atiiplu tuff-atim iilnl t In a* f hr vl $ itial ninil| %*%\ v |<ii 
Ifitiiinia I** a itftrM'fip!mu, 1 ml t!»u man in trally h* t«^ nnmi 
whu ran tluitt limit tiiiin fruin lita nan l»raisi«* i»n 4 apply flip 
prmlnrp f*» hii a piiipunr,*" 

Tim YntMit Imnl Inifiiir » * 4 mnr|f ^ , Itufli mi fn fJiu mli|«*r| 

Hint Sli * 1 manlier nf tiir wlinli guvn rinv |« m*nw 

f'lliarp niftlrui'inmy, T1 ip tninii man itpiml fmm fhm impif 

pitini'iHMpiP nwputi i»f i*I*l ruiHiiiir'p; Imt if »«#§ ina4r tlii«nntl$ 
«»iil Slim imlisrlr of f# r4m *'$ly .plir-fir |ui tSmrm u tlh 
wltirli Hi*’ Wlisif pfifint liiicl all :ihm^ r«’|rin-«|**t| th«* infr||*ani«‘p 

<4 llntain tn b«4ialf i4 tfio tialioim «*f tin* |*nnutAtt)it» nm! tim 

litioiirp min* In »lit}p rrlutaatnut mir utJipf i|psmnlit i»it that 

of aiiatm* Imi4 laani pfuiri #n| wtlli I'rniwai In Sruit^ 



to which lie had exposed it, uonpung, in pan'** 
eom purutivel v light and r.p\ in uluch 

hitherto dealt, lie* Hm >:4 rLdterete on** \ h it on* hlef 
hi hits. The pave, im*i w \\ leUauduig * h* * ^lapl* w\ 
Spenserian stan/a, hud hern u*t\ r,tpi 4 h **er;. t !r« 
shews, according!) » 1111111 v !ne e.*» »d ii'dis'in ** Bot 1 

ot.it* inspiration of if 14 omit an nlm tn !ha t.oii m. 
British hearts; many of the \\ 1 11**i.u V t lia's.. .ihr , 
edged that the ddlletiltin *»f fhe mritr had I»*•» n an t 
HueeeSHfntly overcome; and mini fhr h.n dr a * n f i < 1 11 
pellet! to express umpsihhrd admu at aan of * ,m*’U > 
pictures anti passages, w he h. in I ruth, an n«» **tsr tu>\\ 
neither he nor uu) other |«tri *\»i * B» d I h^ n 
ting or franieunrk \MMt»*ei r» hue > la tin hn* *A 1 
himself was, I think, niii Ihen un e im* - j ' pi« 

admirable; and no part) f« » hoe mi,hi ihy d m v> 

heroic splendour of hucIi hUmim m fitter m % keen 1 
equally gallant elements of a I tilled* arm) ate m 

l iuelme to believe that fin* ehomc *4 thr , 

iu no small degree the nuodt «»l Innfii from mote 
friendly eritie on the Mibjeef oi lie# ihtounto 
Of flit 1 letters addressed Jo him fimm after flu'. \ 
poarod, he hits preserved several uLedi had i*«* doubt y 
and gratified linn at the time, Bn? I me om .-hui. 
so welcome as that which reached ham, .«* S u«* , 

poem had ceased to he new 111 Kngland, lime a ^ 1 
who, after various chance* and elmoer*. »,n thm 
a captain in the n*Sth regiment* ♦* Mptmg,” no, 1 
bon, Aug, dig H l wits ho fortunate im t« get ti read tit 
Lady of the Lake, when in the hum uf Terre* \ ml 
thought 1 had 1111 inconsiderable is^td to ml <0 $ m o m 
of its beauties, having made tiisr* of the p,u %y %>%% %■< 
visit to the Trcmniudis. While the IihmI Witfi in \m% 
ttion, I had nightly iuvitsrtioiis t<i i't | r#ii#ii| uni 

aay^ that (though not eon scions of touch merit m tlir 
recitation) my attomptu to do juntioo to the ifraiei op 
the stag-hunt were? always followed with bm 4*? of ap| 
for this Oanfco was the? favourite among tlir rougSi mm 
fighting 1 bird Division, At flint titni? supplies «d turiu 
wnr® scanty; — and, in gratitudoi f inn lintuul t*i ilwdiip 
tli© good offices of tlio Lady I <iwwl imiriv 11 1111*11 nitre 
and rummer of hot punchT Tim gailunt anti glintn 
(Japtain (now Bir Adam) Forpiinciii (who itid not by 
esoa})© 8UHpioioim of having Imiti a little gSaiiwi at in‘|i 


\v;n iu» h*s*i hiMiliIy imyilni mi f hr armal uf Tltr V $ m»u *• vjt 
* I w • fm'ix ” II*’ HUM Hi ttllh'H {fill* I tr t n|ir r ** ! i'l'llhillril 
in in" It f 1m’ ttilil .*ml l.iiiml ul njn-mnr i*| l Uv inf r*Hli!ili*r\ jatf ; 
\ rt 44 hat Ji.il I ini, if 1 % i|i»j ’li5n| u»v \\ riv flii’ sfuit/n-H itlifit ntftt* 
tin: fill* *i | *| *! * M,r h m! ! Ill* Hiitish l!ni‘i and anaira; atal I rail 
U-unirr vtill flm I'ata .Ur, t«* ,1 111 , 111 , rsirli.ilil* u mtlli flu* |»fr!ftrr 
tlraivn *if Ilnur •’mini i \ mm, ami itsr mniSsMii of f hr i»n*al 
HUH I i i 1*4 ‘si 1 ! t. \ m,r ? to * 4nii«;, Hilln liar rkitml*!* <4 «t min 

sf ?ri» * -ihj M‘I 111 V ll.U |% 4!i*l 1 mi j f i| its r\ri\ t h< »J 1 1alll II I mv 
HmI 4 lift lr if |*r 14 < V t at r In m i < i \ i \ r, I ,ila l» i4\n| 

tii 11 \ im tiaini * Mi 4 nitua ill! I *' t.iliu nlliri U|» »n* itu\\ n t hr 
I'm rr»i , ,’nsfii*' w h*u» hi nun iirir!il»i»iu liitnil; ttml m f hm 4i« am 
% a *|r|s ;»III f ul * astir *t«» I |»ssil»| At lra.?4 t*!fr *»t thr 

luis’tfit * ♦ hiift'itus tn ;i,?i ur aim!I srr, rralianl iti 

t lir i'!fa|ii*4, I must fml nim! a mIrtyii ifanrr m lisrli ,Srnl| Irunirit 
ii'Miii an*’! hr! Hfiiii'f, ami %% liii'li hr a hv ay a ti»*»h !i|»’rtnl |»tttlr in 
rs4#tf siift I n tin-- murra' i*| \ \ ,v t|a> k Iru* thr I t *«b r! t hr laikr 

riairliial i , ‘rn-U Mull, lir wn.n rnitli Ilia I'i*in|4l|ln utl II 

| »s «l til, iif riiHjmi s’%j«r$rtt !*> t hr vh*'in\ \ aifilSrn Thr 

tirilmial in hr |U*otl it** m thr rinnjttl; m Itiir fhr\ lir|»t 

that iittitinl<% tin’ t ’ 4|tt ,iin, l in-rimy at th* U hra<i, i«*a*i nlmnl 

tin* I»*iith* ut < anfist VI , airl thr It 4rjiiitH *n»|«lsri?» *»nh ttilrr 
mjifi’il linn hi a fuimm Imh’/ii \\ hrm in thr alint i4riirk ilir 
luiltlt rliifir iitiiivr I hr in 

I hair alia,Inf !m hint f t *4 KIIim, < ’nisiiiiiia ntnl iitlmtH* 

in »ll :>j«ar,n;r!|jriil i*f *Ji* a ! Lilm > 11ai iiif* mai »*tl, i^mhahlv 

ti» ihr )%* 1 1 ti’Si*!thr Inin! iltlltrnll rf nil I'jutlmh iium.i 

niiM'i \n I H*n Knha irk, thia \ »aa 1 1 n*i| nlwi | hr hr ft ar rtitij4i-l, 

iitnl ‘I'hr |%m« Ihh mii umm* s\ lurh, i hnh!»t\ m* litu 

frjtib ms, I'^s’hniiii^l, **’tins inaii, to h«*t irr li«* ii4* run 
tin fill I tin! I rail, un«l jiwirflitnii tnurr'* llilfi |*|Pi‘ri» nil 
t.inil t#f Mimns ami ntinfltrt «»l \vvt** |Mthlsnhr*| tn tfiii 

*il * , r, wtlSi ii |*ri4'iirr, raitithal lip* fftlrnsit *4 Altrsiih*rn» in 
%%'tiirli ti«« n iml tln^ rhirl rrvtini rrK *»f I hr day» vn-> 

iiwiiitlf Jrlfnn anil liilh»r4* iiitli itilfiisriihli^ tirimttli and yrt 

SigtitaiPiw i»| J j*lr•I'tiiniry ; hut hr h* j*t htt» m^rvi ini In thin 
InfhriKi iifpl all ii|i(<ini 44 in*H, ia«*n fn»nt Mtiin Itiiilli«» In 

wlmiii hr hjivHi <*H thru iif *fauriftri% I lint«.- Tin* liint itf it*n i»f 

< ‘mbln* liint nSrnrk linn n#s yfm«l ; I lint nf Miwirr ii,?i hail; ntul 
llnil «f tisin?«4f mi \minnmnht wr|| t hut falling *»tf i-trn-vimaly tn 
lllp ulimir 11 It H inirnnifi In tr#ir«» ttm tn^aiiiiiitt^a nf tIn* HyNtrim 
illlr iiiyntitl«uiti«i4 itlinli h*^ ttftiu’wnnlfi jail in ftnirttrir llm 
fjtuirln rttilami i#f ItiHt ilwlrrirk kivtftf.: ra|»i*!h «»tl, ittnf4*n«l 
uf ivjiriuliiig lti« m ti»tuU tn a M’fiariitr nrt.ntci, Iw itiaiirtiftl 



it entire in the Register; a proof how much that undertaking 
was felt to require extraordinary efforts. _ 

Throughout 1811, his serious labour continued to be bestowed 
on the Swift; but this and all other literary tasks were fre¬ 
quently interrupted in consequence of a step which he took 
early in the year. He had now at last the near prospect of 
emolument from his Edinburgh post. For, connected with the 
other reforms to the Scotch judicature, was a plan for allowing 
the retirement of functionaries, who had served to an advanced 
period of life, upon pensions — while the effective Clerks of 
Session were to be paid not by fees, but by fixed salaries of 
L.1300; and contemplating a speedy accession of income so 
considerable as this, he resolved to place himself in the situ¬ 
ation to which he had probably from his earliest days looked 
forward as the highest object of ambition, that of a Tweedside 
Laird. — Sit mihi sedes utinam senectoz! 

And the place on which he had fixed his views, though not 
to the common eye very attractive, had long been one of pecul¬ 
iar interest for him. I have often heard him tell, that when 
travelling in boyhood with his father from Selkirk to Melrose, 
the old man desired the carriage to halt at the foot of an emi¬ 
nence, and said, “We must get out here, Walter, and see a thing 
quite in your line.” His father then conducted him to a rude 
stone on the edge of an acclivity about half a mile above the 
Tweed, which marks the spot — 


Where gallant Cessford’s life-blood dear 
Eeeked on dark Elliot’s border spear. 


This was the conclusion of the battle of Melrose, fought in 
1526, between the Earls of Angus and Home and the two chiefs 
of the race of Kerr on the one side, and Buccleuch on the other, 
in sight of the young King James V., the possession of whose 
person was the object of the contest. This battle is often men¬ 
tioned in the Border Minstrelsy, and the reader will find a long 
note on it, under the lines which I have just quoted from the 
Lay of the Last Minstrel. In the names of Skirmish-field, 
Charge-Law, and so forth, various incidents of the fight have 
found a lasting record; the spot where the retainer of Buc¬ 
cleuch terminated the pursuit by the mortal wound of Kerr of 
Cessford (ancestor of the Dukes of Roxburghe), has always 
been called Tum-again. In his own future domain the young 
minstrel had before him the scene of the last great Clan-battle 
of the Borders. 


On flu 1 I J f 1 1 **! Ma) !M I» hr wrtfra f imn f*» tiitiiiw ihiJkott> Jt<\ 
** M V Ira.sr <d \ shraf irl l h olit, I hu\ i% f IiitH i *1 *% tr.?a *K rs| 

to pnivhaHr li pirn* ut gt'uutui lUitfir iwt lid' a rut law amt a frW 

fti*bb« Thrrr urr two pirn % nthrr III whirl* u«*lihl flint 1111% 

Imt huth uoilhI luakr .1 \m\ < 1 * utahls* piupuf) utslm! Tftry 
Ht rrtrh along t hr Tw w! ( * *n t In* i»|»| iinitr nnh* Ituftt I # * »t * I Snturr 
vtlh% ami mithl hr had fur hrfwmt I# I'oiiii mat I.Kimh* u* 
oithrr i-irparnfr fur ah«mt half’ I hr • urn I ft. nr ,nru»mn 

tbought% of our or hot h* ami mint hav«» rrrniii-.r in tin p**n 
tu liiakf’ I hr inaftrf r;m\ , Thr w <a ,1 t,< t hr dlfbrrJH w h;» 1 * 
*Inlin might tiiiil 111 ath aiming no largo a num ,m flit* * »«p\ 

right of a nrvv porm ; ;mj»p*mug it to hr mash' pautblr 

willitti a \i%ir at fat t hr J Imiu I hr motSt rrim* 1 1 * ptr * •*, 
which wiiiihi hi* tmrtifm! to my put {« mv. Vot the f,ail) of flu* 
laikr t'anir 14411*11 Iiufttr, I haw a hi In thus uiotuittg on tug tin 1 
gout I Imp * 1 of ftty Tmtmitw huum,* ( hi tfig 1 ati ml fhintjuli, if 
thi.H take* phir«% I will huy l«*fh thr hftlr fatttm, ttlitrli tit 11 
give tiif % II filth* *»f f hr h* iUitif til tutu n| Tiwnl altovr fhiln font 

-.if not, I will routine utyw'lf In one It ta ptopm Joint niul 

you wliciiihl Ins tin mmn mt pimililo apja t >ml «»f fit* •»*’ tin iidrnt 

tiuUH, whlrh I hrthnr you wdt thmk fmnmi.thlrm fn\ 4 ta,?du*ii» 
niul tit tuv ngc» wlitle l limy yet lin|*o to nit u?Pt»<r tit*- duah* of 
ti tree of my ow n planting. 1 hop * 1 ftitn Itrgr.-frr mill 1*51** a 
ufari tu 1 ft* jirutirruf 4 fitirfi ; I a'uairr imi I nluilj f»j»atr n«s fnim 
•Intiii 111 nat Innl 1 m mrim*! atltuiliufi t*s * lr.tr lit,'* liaii*h*. *4 fin 
*|titr«» «f iK’k, tiftti t*» takltiK til ?i ’4 t if I l«i an hr ran nuh'^n m f hr 
way «»f rxrliailgr; 111 nlmil, irrfilin «nir &Mh*, \S hlrh air ut 
pmiriii toil ttittrlt n|»t«%nl h*r mit I ml hint, M 

It wauihl fitt ilmihl luivr Sn'iui mur ini! t<» lmy kind nf all unlit 
hr hint ftrrn tin Ikmifiury iirrtiitg*‘tsi«uii an !*» Im rhaknjnp nun- 
pjrtrtl IMilil hr hilt! mtinplrftmf ultiii fhr |»<irlii tin ttiiirli hr 
rrlinl iiiiimly fur f Sir piirrhtii4«niii«»iiry ; alnvr nth until M 
rr-rfn| liiti Hiiiln; ’* Imf tir nnitnifrit hniiftrlf milli urn «»f i!ip 
fiiriiiit, flint riiiiijiyifititii fhr nrr up nf tViuifiirirfi i4tiii||lit.i s r 1 t!ir 
niit tiring L,4fMif iiin^diiitf i*f rndiirh win* tMirmwml «*f lii.n 
lirntlirr, lltijur John Hr*itf, thr tiflirr* riinir«l hy tlir |falkiiit)ii« % «» 
nil fhr iwurify nf tlir Itingiiirilitafn! lt*4rhy" Tlir >*r\hn> thr 
Itrv, 1>!\ lh*ii|fltiig Imltiiug thr Imsig *»f f Inltydiirlin in tlir aaiitr 
nrighlamrhnnl, ha*I itPtrr nit thr |iyii|ni1y* an*! ln» 

uITcirt* ft* riiilMiIliwli $t liiiil |«*ni lifinirtl ti$ «iiip fiinjir «*f iim, %n 
hmg niul n« narrow I hut Mwti likwrd it t*» a hhin’h lunt 
It run from thr fitwitirt# nf thr linitmiriiil f*» mmt Turn 0 * 1 * 0 ’##! 
Hint Inw iMKitmiitliiMi tlip initiiP nf llir ikmiur^ mliliiMflniifify to 
tlni iniw# of iiutflrr frw« ititiiti*! which tin dark #tniwiit hit^naii 


now hardly bo i raced. The farm i*t* hh i h f »1 of a it 
haufjh along 1 he banks ot 11 1 «* river, and a tract of 
ground behind, all in a neglected state* umiruiued, w 
enclosed, much of it covered with the native boat It, 
was small and poor, with a common kailyard on one 1 
a staring barn on the other; while in front appear** 
pond covered with ducks and dno k weed, from which 
tenement had derived the unharmonioiw designation 
Hde. Hut the Tweed was everything to him- u 
river, flowing broad and bright over a bed of milk \ 
blcs, unless here and there when* it darkened into a * 
overhung as jet only by the birches and alders a hie! 
vived the statelier growth of the primitive Honest ; urn 
hour that ho took possession he claimed for his farm th 
the adjoining ford, situated just above the iufluv of tin 
tributary Gaia. As might In* guessed from the name < 
fonfi these lands had all belonged of old to the great 
Melrose; and indeed the lhike of Bueeleueh, m the \ 
representative of that religious brotherhood, still ret, 
seignorial rights over them and almost all the surrmti 
triet. A nother feature of no small interest in Heott’s 
an ancient Roman road leading from the Kildon lull 
ford, the remains of which, however, are now mostly 
from view amidst his numerous plantations. The hi 
ful and pietureHcpm of all the monastic ruins in Hen! 
Abbey of Melrose itself, is visible from many points i 
mediate neighbourhood of the house; ami last, nut leu 
rising ground full in view across the river, the truvi 
still observe the chief traces of that celebrated I frit is 
the OatraiL Huch was the territory on which his 
aye already beheld rich pastures, embosomed among fl 
groves, where his children’s children should thank tin 
To his brother-indaw Mr* Carpenter lie writes, ** I hm 
a property extending along the lainks of the river T 
about half-armile, This is the greatest iticmieitt w 
lately taken place in our domestic concerns, and 1 in 
we are not a little proud of l sung greeted as hurt mi 
Abbotsford* We will give a grand gain when we tat 
sion of it, and as we are very dannixh in this norm* 
Scotts in the country, from the Duke to th« paannt, si 
on the green to the bagpipes, and drink whisky piiiust 
About the same time he talk Miss itaillie: — 11 M, 
about my cottage go on* My present intention k to 1 
two spare bedrooms, with dressing-rooms, each of w 






on a pinch have a couch bed; but I cannot relinquish my Bor¬ 
der principle of accommodating all the cousins and duniioastles, 
who will rather sleep on chairs, and on the floor, and in the hay¬ 
loft, than be. absent when folks are gathered together; and truly 
I used to think Ashestiel was very much like the tent of Perie- 
banou, in the Arabian Nights, that suited alike a]l numbers of 
company equally ; ten people fill it at any time, and I remem¬ 
ber its lodging thirty-two without any complaint. As for the 
go-abont folks, they generally pay their score one way or other; 
and to confess the truth, I do a little envy my old friend Abon- 
hassan his walks on the bridge of Bagdad, and evening conver-. 
sations and suppers with the guests whom he was never to see 
again in his life; he never fell into a scrape till he met with 
the Caliph — and, thank God, no Caliphs frequent the brigg of 
Melrose, which will be my nearest Bialto at Abbotsford.” 

In answering this letter, Miss Baillie says, very prettily •* — 
u Yourself and Mrs. Scott, and the children, will feel sorry 
at leaving Ashestiel, which will long have a consequence, and 
be the object of kind feelings with many, from having once 
been the place of your residence. If I should ever be happy 
enough to be at Abbotsford, you must take me to see Ashestiel 
too. I have a kind of tenderness for it, as one has for a man’s 
first wife, when you hear he has married a second.” The same 
natural sentiment is expressed in a manner characteristically 
different, in a letter from the Ettrick Shepherd:—“Are you 
not sorry at leaving auld Ashestiel for gude an ’ a , after being at 
so much trouble and expense in making it a complete thing ? 
Upon my word I was, on seeing it in the papers.” 

In January 1812, Scott entered upon the enjoyment of his 
proper salary as a Clerk of Session, which, with his sheriffdom, 
gave him from this time till very near the close of his life, a 
professional income of L.1600 a year. 

The next of his letters to Joanna Baillie is curious, as giving 
his first impressions on reading Childe Harold. a It is, I think, 
a very clever poem, but gives no good symptom of the writer’s 
heart or morals. Although there is a caution against it in the 
preface, you cannot for your soul avoid concluding that the 
author, as he gives an account of his own travels, is also doing 
so in his own character. Now really this is too bad: vice ought 
to be a little more modest, and it must require impudence at 
least equal to the noble Lord’s other powers, to claim sympathy 
gravely for the ennui arising from his being tired of his was¬ 
sail ers and his paramours. Yet with all this conceit and assur¬ 
ance, there is much poetical merit in the book, and I wish you 







<*,s<*a}nnl tin* frmihk of i In > s*\f •laiufimt,, kid I ?wi tmikudunil 

that t In* iiatlfo alludrd In had I ' 11 ,n 11 1 * | * 'il* It* »! In |#r fr 

priutrti, For in rrmmina }ur mdn r on _\ot»r Imfdnlttf»k uti n 
in Hu i * I bail it** nit i'll! i« >u id muk no? ,ut\ a|*|*»*.»I In nr 11 * i * *ti r;li 

Ji *11 to!Ill' J*lll*llr, Mlirt* In\ mi it kibtf-i nt hlr ki\ r irmh'trd 
JIIV t Ha to uvunrr nl 1 aj*ar jH | a! Ini fun r,u\ “ 

I I i *11 III ill IP tt i I i» A X a , 4 1 J i ‘I* | ; i* if l’ | I f j ,t! \ i <i| ''511 «> ii 11 i 1 } ,t i *• 

t!lf nH-ltlf l! II lull* In linlirr t Ilf fill wntk’» of Jtn imi u;*-, 

HU till* tiltin' IH PHf *f*tn*mtit I'nluHfiU */»/, »41MI \nut r \] *Lil J t,! If Pi 

hi tiHi Ii Util lint fi* Pin*’ urn |mn, Tb«* Sutiir w u„% wtsfim « k u 

I uaa v»*r\ yowin: and wt s ,un:n , and f kh t« nf nn dr pi n 

intf Jay wrath ami my u it, ami mm I am haunt***! In Ik- , : k-u , 

of my to hohmulr .'umrUtou > I ranito! millkmfif )\ i h mb up f ,.f 
> * »nr |»raim»; uiitl mm, wan nm finntjf, kt ink talk t*> % *m of 
tin* I'rmtm Ummnt, Hr otdrtod Itir In hi* j»rr.nrftfrd In |nm ill 
it hall, amt uf t«*r , ottm mnifmrn jmr ,aui tv jdranm: ti»»m nnul 
H|UU rn ill mv min uttrmjmi. hr talk ipI In inv m| \ (ami \ mir 


iiiiimirfillitii’it; In* jnriVnrii ymt furvm Inr*! jm.u ami jar;* 
Hit* fimt link f’d W Ittr It i*| \ niir W n| ii ji J »!** a."ir»! Iiir sm*,,f If s\ a *$ 

ft, di film It tfiitmt toll, I mam rfnt # I thought I hr l..t% f|, Ur ml 

hia tnvti n|nitii*i4 nua tirath ptnuhir In fij^aktiia »d tk «ah« i 
I told litin that I iltntiitlif \ mi iimfr jms1t» *ilat h Mm j.»m «»| 

/Warm, mi Mr?/ ttrvrr aj*|*rand iimru fanritiatun; fban m Mar- 

ttlffitl tli#* I at* H * if t hr I ■»»! Ii i', lit 1 Vj a*i | * a 4 a r * I fn j s I # * $ 
iMifl fit tlwrll tin flit* ilr prn (4 1 « »n < *1 ) mu Jatnr.i- a- nu Ivnn 
mv at 11 ism |inrt irah II 1 1 aitrrn,ifi*H * * I 11»*inr t and m’li 

muf, ami laainrd wtdl ar*jmuutrd milli l»ntb. I d*f^ \|aii ( 4i 
tn bavr ml Inn Um al n|uimui »>l |ian 

|«nvrr.H; tnti st uun ptnr nm jdmr.ntr in limn that «l niifihnti 
vrymt tit lutt^itagr wlnrii wtmld milfrr In 11 H' nffrf$i|4inn 

in tratiarnlH* if; 1111*1 unfit a tom* ami inMv wlnrli na%r tnr n 
yi^ry hmh itlra of bo* alnldtr * amt iiivnto( 4 mli«ti«nitiimw ho b I 
bail tiiflmrlo numitlrrril m rtmfutrii Is* nnlanuH ,mj*r 

rinr to tl 10 HK of any Intiifi #|* iiflrnmii fl »Hroft iiinnrdiatrh 
(July l<») imjninni m Irnnsi of I tank iusidmvn, tinifm^ lUmn 
itt viait liifii at »\tilmf.!iior«l, wh^w Iip tun! now mifitliltfilird km 
nrll, -- M Allhotsgb l M In? iiiiyi, ** I am In no* 111 a minkum\« but, 
ittiil although I bo mljiirmit rmin of 3*!*dronr Innr I$f Ur to 
to fit {it lino who fiiui n«mn filler of At brim, )H, ulionld mui 

t 4 iko 11 tinir \\ hmh w no f.mhumabk at ttnii liuimiiin | idnmld U’ 

vi\ry bajijn to bavo an **j»ji**i tututy §d it4lii»dii4niif* imi ft# atn 

tiling romaikabk in my hitttrrlaml Ttw fair* or ^bnil I pay 

tlip mim\ Afinwo ttint iiiui* Lady Havy that i;i» m mmt% t« fuSiour 
I4S fl«W ililirll litii’fir*’ ulii’* Iratk inJdiv*t? Hi Hit' f » pii 


your Lordship sees, as tho cit i/eu\s wife says in the Luve, 
‘ Threadncedle Si root has sumo charms,’ since t hoy procure us 
such celebrated visitants. As for me, 1 would rather er<em 
qucsf ion your Lordship about the outside of Parnassus, than 
learn the nature of the contents of all t ho other mountains ttt 
tlio world. Pray, when under * its cloudy canopy * tiit 1 you 
hoar anything of flit' celebrated Pegasus V Some say lie 1ms 
been brought off with other euriositieto Britain, and now 
covers at TattersaTs, I would fain have a riv.-t fnau him 
out. of my little nee,* t ivoper’s < iallt.w ay, and i flunk \"'ir 
Lordship can tell me how to ,ef about it, a* I i »v<ent e b: . 
true paces in the high mettled description of V1 1 Parh.h , nun 
tary court.” 

The correspondence thus brgun erelong a »-mm«-d a torn* of 
ttnaffeefed friendliness equally IsHiuniable tu both the .»* ,:umI 
competitors, without ri\ airy, tor the favour of the Iitciuty 

world. 

The date 4 of tIn 4 letter last ipioted immediately preceded that 
of SeotPs second meeting with another of the mod ilhm!nous 
of his contemporaries. He had met Havy at .Mr. Word* 
worth’s when in tin* first flush of Ins relebuty in |.so-l, and 
been, as one of his letters states, much delighted with ** the 
simple and unaffected style of his bearing the iniwi agree 
able characteristic of high genius." Sir Huinplirrv, now at 
the summit of his fame, had eome, by hm uui n age * if h Scot! \*t 
accomplished relation, into pttH.session of an ample f**rtone; 
and he and his bride were among, the first of the poet’s unit 
ants in the original cabin at Abbotsford, 

It was also this year that the fir*! eurreupomtence t I M lk pi are 
between Scott and (’rahbe. The routing of their epi ,tolar* 
Htyh*s is highly amusing; for Mr, i Ynbbe wa*» „so \**f quite the 
simple country clergyman; but there in something b*<He* than 
amusement to he derived frcun observing tin* cordial eoninleuce 
which a very little intercourse wm aiittiesenf to c^ULlmli be 
tween men so different from each other isi most of the lialm» 
of life. It will always be considered as one of the most plran 
ing peculiarities in Scoffs lustury, that lie wm Hie ftmul nf 
every great contemporary poet: >Vt I could loudly name one 
of them who, manly principles and the cult; v at ion of liteni" 
turo apart, hail many points of resemblance 1st Inin; and wifely 
not one who had fewer than Pnililie. 

He had finally left Ashcstiei at Whitsuntide; mm I the day 
when this oceurred was a sad one fur masiy » pour nrnghUmi 
— for they lost, tioth in him and liis wife/ ^ ^ ^ || li - HT*^ ^ ll fi JP§ jj| Ilf 3 Iff ft 



/iK.voiM/, to Aunonmmih 


u I 

,<M * * * 

t rotors, In sitrh a plaoo, among thr low mils whioh count or 
balanoo so main good thi ngs in tho oondifion of tho peasantry, 
tho most allhot mg is tho want of aoooss to modioal advioo. Am 
far ns thotr moans ami skill would on, fhoy had hoth dono 
thotr nt most to supply t his want; and Mrs. Soott, in par! ioular, 
had math* it hor hmnno.,s to v md tin* :.mk iit thotr noat torod 
outtagos, and hostowod on thoin tho ooutoni s of hor modioino- 
ohost as \udl as of I In* lardor and oolkiiy wills tho satuo 
unwt*ariod IuisiIiio.im fhat 1 obnomod in bor aft or u an is us ladv 
of Abbot •-§!oid, llsoir oliildriii roinomborod tho partmr souno 
as 0110 of iiniisi\in| allliotioii but it had had its lighter foat 
tiros, A in* *m..; tho Knglmh friends whom Soul! owed to Ida 
frotpiont \mita at Kokohv, nono hail a higher plaoo in his 
regard than Lady AI vanloy, t ho widow of t ho celebrated i Miief* 
dmdioo of tho t'liininoii Lions, To hor, on tho 25th, In* says, 
M Tim neighbours ha\o boon miioli delighted with tho pro- 
oosaioii of’ nty fmnit tiro* in w hioh old swords, bows, targets, and 
hinooH, madti a very eunspiomms show. A family of turkey s 
wan accommodated within tin* Induiot of some pmu* oliovalior 
of anmotil Ik»rder lamo; and t ho mry oow s, for aught 1 know, 
w oio bearing banners and muskets. I assure y ottr lady 
ship that tfits caravan, attended by a ilo/en of nigged rosy 
peasant children, carrying itslntig-rods ami spears, and loading 
poitoys, greyhounds, and spaniels, would, ini ti crossed tho 
Tweed, ha\o furnished no hat! subject for tli«^ poiioil, untl really 
romimlod mo of osio of flu* g\ pMyv gnttipoti of C ‘allot upon thoir 
march. 

The necessary alterations on tho old furiiidicitiio imtnedi 
ntolv ooiiiitioiiooii; iiitd l*o dilo.i raising it *4 roof anti projecting 
some iif tho low or w tin low a, a rustic notch, ii supplemental cot- 

tiijio $lf 1*11*1, littilll ii f 4 t II11H# H11 It ^ $ t|||l ifHlii III ji$4 If.* 



CHAPTEB VII. 

Publication of Rokeby and the Bridal of Triermain — Commer 
ties—Reconciliation with Constable — Death of Weber — Vi 
Shetland, Orkney, and Hebridean Islands — Publication of t 
Works of Swift — and of Waverley. 1812-1814. 

This was one of the busiest summers of his busy life 
12th of July he was at his post in the Court of Session 
every week ; but every Saturday evening found him r 
ford, to observe the progress his labourers had ma 
doors and without in his absence; and on Monday ni$ 
turned to Edinburgh. Even before the Summer Sen 
menced, he appears to have made some advance in his 
for he writes to Mr. Morritt, from Abbotsford, on tl 
May — “ As for the house and the poem, there are i? 
sons hammering at the one, and one poor noddle at tin 
so they are both in progress ; ” and his literary tasks 
out the long vacation were continued under the sam 
disadvantage. That autumn he had, in fact, no room 
himself. The only parlour which had been hamm 
habitable condition, served at once for dining-room, 
room, school-room, and study. A window looking to 
was kept sacred to his desk; an old bed-curtain was : 
across the room close behind his chair, and there, ' 
the spade, the dibble, or the chisel (for he took his f 
in all the work on hand) was laid aside, he plied his pc 
ently undisturbed and unannoyed by the surrounding < 
of masons and carpenters, to say nothing of the lad < 
talk, the children’s babble among themselves, or the 
tion of their lessons. The truth no doubt was, that 
his desk he did little more, as far as regarded poetry, tl 
down the lines which he had fashioned in his mind v 
suing his vocation as a planter. By and by, he says 1 
— “The acorns are coming up fast, and'Tom Purd 


fi«ttnt:tit* Itllw nt \ | hi r? 4 #% in an ttivrnw rat in, sinks to /nro.” 
Itr aiiiln lli, if hr ha*s at lonat I*h«* n rnli«*\tnl of otu* of his 


dntU i.ihnura, that ut hoanm: lih buy Walt orb Ionhou, by “a 

gallant ,‘UMi u! tItf rlisiirln who with ojsr log of \vo<xI t anti uu- 


othor «it «»ak* walk'* h» aia! 1 1*» fmin M olnnr r vrrv <l;tv tor that 
|itir|« »ao. M 'Hum «.i>, Mr. ttonrgo Thmu nt »u, miji uf flit* tilHUMtor 

of Moir»»Mi*, w h»*» w ti«*n I ho lioU',r aft oi tiril |»»‘l tor am tin i not tat ion. 


\\ a?t aiitl i ittif murtl for tn.it t\ \ imih to ho *i»Mor a smt «m| at Abbott 


fttl'tl, S’* if t Ii.rhtl tt a\ *j a |»ai t inilar loiitha ii*' < f .mb pmoonn 
atlli«’t«at »t , lt .in) bodily iii i 11 1 «*r I u iit ? i asiti llit shim mi, w lour log 
lout boon am pa! .ttf *»! in nm »» qurnro ol a rough tMMinlty of hi a 
Ito) hooib had a uponal nluuo isi tua favour from tho high Hjtirii 
with wltioli ho at f ho tifiir to hot ray flit' tmnio of tlio 

roin|aiiioti tliif ha*! *«*t\i %m hi i titt'diiijg mnl ocmtmuod ovnr 
uftorw ,ir 4 ‘i fn attnggio agannt dadtnnUautagon, Tull* vigorous. 


uti»Irlit\ a d.inullr ,** h>o’louiati, *ui«l ox§*otl ni tin* mngltntirk, 
(tool ip* t**i no * I ii valuable ii#i w oil an juot ttytmf|itr addition In 
tin*, foil of t ho now hunt, win* oft**n mud, M In tho Ihmiiuir, 


lik«' in V’ndf, aoonlout tsai *>j*otlod a on juta! lilo guarsbiiniin/ 1 
Ilia ninny *nli|tii»o» ainl mviitt imf am m no dogroo inlri !Vro4 
with tSio iluo to Inn anuablr toolinga, upright jJtn»nj»!oj4 l 

aini iiiniinl to arum '? * son it at /#>»«** nor at all *|uam*l 

in alf»*i tttio'i a i!h tin* nissoi a! orotlonoo *4 thr nrnthhoui ho*»d 


that ho lunl fuinodtod many |oatm«‘;t b*r flo* unuotahSr ftormtin 
ago wliotio dosigualtnit m% ntmili i r >*'iiddod Ins own; and if 

In* nov«*r %viigaot| 1 111# Infill “ in a “ | ml pit u* Ii$n ion/* ho moll 
know it wao not I fit w ant «»t rarumit an«l long ronlmtwd tiitor* 


ooMMion on tho patt «4 lit** aatlioi o| i|»y \\ atinoinig. 

lA»r many imiyii Honti ha4 artai»l«nio4 ImsHolf t«» jir«»n^*i 
hi tin* mm ji«f.oil ion nt jww’try wiili flint of vnm%¥$ 

iff \ iirinin 4 ofi 0 i Ipt o*nn ; but it l s » 4 I'i 5 !43;II toibSn fiiof that Sit* 
rlinjir tliifi |w’io#4 *4 | «’i jK*t iliil ii«»iilo iifnl ini.stli% wliosi ho had 
nit! in on n rmtn«n**i I.huw to for t ho now onjioriinonl 

of r.imnig on *w*» poi-nm at fho miiiio tmio iiinl this f«n 
it it In ml iniit |*om bug thr ho,i». \ Lilnoit of In in Swifi, ft* *iny lintln 
isig of iniilion in tho Ifnlliifilinoa «w«\ fn»iii tiny 

to ifa) * triillilig flit* ill* 1 ipiiil.fitill !fo «i| III n jtulifiiiriil Hint liin 
III flto |p|for iii mI#it'll Krakitio arkuo«lr«tint roooijit 

of tin* lif'ii fsnif |iit||ofi iif lhakrhy, ho n4u*tin a bin to tho Hrnbil 
m! 'Trioriiiiiiii iw in ta|*i4 |ir«grf + «.t, <*orbiin fru,iftiioiit.fi nf" wrti* 
whtoh worn nioiitifmi I*«»fftft it*.fiinIo4 w tin* Ibgn 4#*rof IKII 

ninlor tho fpisvo *4 Imtininitw «*f H*"«iftnwl iiilnirlitl 

«iiifif4ii|priibli^ fi**!iro» tlio W'fpf nt’ tiioir Wim wall 

liitil; amt by ?***!<io iiiwiii.i# #fini iii tho ilirawilPil tbfidts tif 



Edinburgh, the belief had become prevalent lli;if they rainn 
from Krskine. Scott hud no sooner eomplcl ed Iuh bargain us 
to Uokcby, than lit 1 resolved to putts** from time ft* fiinr hi its 
composition, and weave t hose fragments intit a lighter romance, 
to hi* published anonymously, in a small volume, as, m\u ly as 
possible on the same day with the avowed quarto, I lr exported 
great amusement from tin* comparisons which the critics w <mld 
no doubt, indulge themselve.s in drawing bet ween hnirirjf and 
this humble- candidate; and Krskine good humomvdlv tottered 
into t.ho scheme, undertaking to do nothing which should of 
fectually suppress tin* notion of his h.niugset hinted! up as 
a modest rival to his friend. Nay, he suggested a further re 
fmement, whieh in the set pie I had no .uuall share in t In - sue 
cess of this little plot upon tIn* sagacity uf the reviinver.fi, **To 
prevent/’ he writes, M uny diseovery from your prone, what t Innk 
you of putting down your ideas of what the preface might to 
contain, and allowing me to write it over ? And perhaps u 
quizzing review might hi* micootad/* This Iniit win welcome; 
and among other parts of the preface to The Bridal of Trieniiniii 
which <f threw out the knowing ones/* certain titwk quotations 
are now accounted for. Knott, on his part, appears to hu\e 
studiously interwoven into the piece allusions to pm ».n,d teid 
ings and experiences more akin to his friends history and 
character than to Ids own; and he did so still more largely, 
when repeating this experiment, in Harold the Haunt less, 

The same post whieh conveyed Hrskimms letter itlmve «pt«>trd, 
brouglit him an equally wise and kind mm m answer to a fresh 
application for details about the Valley of the Tees, Bruit 
had promised to spend part of this autumn with Merritt ; but 
now, busied with his planting, and continually urged by Hal 
lantyne to have the Quarto ready by Christum*, lie would will 
ingly have trusted his friend^ knowledge in place of Inn own 
research. Morritt urgently represented, in reply, the expedn 
aney of a leisurely perscmaf inspection; adding, M I nlmll always 
feel your friendship as an honour: we all wish our hmnmm to 
be permanent: and youm promises mine at least a fair citatum 
of immortality, i hojHg however, you will not l*e obliged to 
write in a hurry. If you want a lew hundreds iitdemmdenf 
of these booksellers, your credit is ho very good, now flint ymi 
have got rid of your Old Mini of the Hea, Unit it is m great 
merit to trust you, and I hapjmn at this moment t« have five 
or six for whieh I have no sort of demand : «*»« sc# nit her than 
be obliged to spur Pegasus Imyond the power **f pulling him up 
when he is going too fast, do nonsuit, your own judgment, and 



not to ho h*m.hI*'u. »Ni'h|I arri’jitril Mitrritt \h iriniiiH 

far a > to *mk hin iihmih! aura m tia\ui|( aoini* of bin 
lull ? * iIiM{‘*»!ini»ni . ami ho |»i'ori*«»tirii f bo wrok aft or t« 

t faU'l il iig oil l*o»\‘.rha«'k, htii rhhuit ho\ uinI i-tui oil t In* 
while M r*‘ Sr« 4 f Inflowi 4 in ifio ran num« i laltut^ a 

to f\|sotiml tin- field to hi'* \ Mtiii;! b<Uu*, hr iottitd tbat 
bad l.rin ht«*d the |»ublie h* *u a* then* \m\ bu I’ots 

ulLti<«* |b»itifata\ o\ %n flow iti^ with gratitudo, o\ |<i 

UiiMot \ to bn v «■ a ,V*«i ii%i for bin M^h post. 

delta it H>l to tin i |u ojm j.*t t mnl n * ai l tal itititi* boat flu 
funis! i»r ifinin 4 j‘|ao|*iiatr than tin* jinrt nut tire o| 
tiink.iid, w hirli do nh mii mounted Iuk door vvuv, ** 

titiinliT man ha* not made an ill job/* pan! the Intnll 

1 would lain luma mmi'tburnt more rotinerted with 
that li iVi tuouhld me ;u» iiiiii'Ii malum,’* Hr juudm 
thumb* *i t*M|a f ami b >mhte.: it to tin* author, begged 
lit burnt ; mnif u! n motto from t In* tab* *»t i’ Inddeit l*tr 
opened tin* hook at tlm floath .»eene o| tin* hero, an 
m;m immed;,ite}\ mtiudd- la tin* ** in *«aton " 
lf 4 l.fr 

** I Mink, limn | 4 lr««ii» drink unit |»ray 

¥m tl«’ kiinl ft*ml of fhlal (#*r) ." 

** Well, mi 1 1 tend/* uadi bin '• w bat worn would I 
Viui ift>t »J b if * i the out o?i** letter in tin* tii ?4 of tb 
lilt#I toakr \ oni jMtufoi man, the iwm! litm? he 1*01111*1* 

j#i 111I between t he joiI) liinkiifii nini ymir own iiiiiiip 

* in ink* Hitaii'i* lilipittn drink niid mu. 1 *’* 


Hunt! w a a delighted tit find, off fisa teturtt, I tint tSi 
timi had been niifI Sot nai^ht- I know, flue 

letfeiid fiisii still lie visible. 

At ilokfiu la*- n*fry4ln«al aUat! n wreh ? him! hew f 

r» well f 1 44 in Mi \b 11 it!*’ , M The 

lifter he in mol tin witd ■ * Vow lutte often gmm me 
for rotimnee now I w md «t |uu«t fobl*erV rale, 11 1 

chut* b <4 the tiglil V\nub «nl* fiiiil In* tmin 

in tin’ iriit 'if ilr *|%|alfloo n| |#il 'hat and 1 
t»t luiii-'lsrsiloiim 1 iiliimnanl Inm itolttsf.* down 

{n^inliaf htllf n 44 ftowpfti iili4 lieritti nti llif *ailr «»l 11 

limit liia util mb ’4 ra%* ot <#^ 1 % 1*011/11, iwnl iaml 4 ifi»i 


violets, and primroses would hr us j*ort leal ;m any 1 d th«* hum 
bio plants ho was examining. 1 laughed, in Meet, at Inn 
scrupulousness ; but I understood him n lion In* repimd, 'that 
in naturo herself no two scenes worn rvmtly ahUr, and that 
whoovor copied truly what was before hm «y *'U would 
the namo varioty in his deseripti<»ns, and exhibit upp.ttmt 1 \ an 
imagination as boundless as the run m a! naturo m tlm 
be recorded ; whereas — win ho or t runted t«* mm 1 unit u »n t w^nld 
soon find his own mind eireutnseribfd and rniitrurtrd t*» a l»*w 
favourites images, and tho repetition *d th**se w**uld *u 

lattsr produeo that, vory monotony and lui lonuo *; u h u*h had 
always haunted deseri|>1 ivo puHry in t ho hand * ui any but I bo 
patient worshippers ot truth, i»»\snlrs u holt, lt«* '*uel, * h*e.tl 
names and peeuliurities make a fiotittutts story look ho nmrli 
better in tlm faced in fart, touti tin buy mb h.duK hr was 
but half satisfied with the most ifnl :<re»er> wlmu Ip* 
could not eonnoet with it sumo local legend, and when i w as 
forced sometimes to confess with the Knife gnmirr, ‘ Story ! 
(rod bless you! I have mute to fell* sir* he would hmrli and 

say, ‘then let us make one -.*nothing si» e;n*v as to m;di»* a tin 

diiiond Mr, Morritt adds, that he had 1 nought with hint 
about half the Bridal of Trierntain and ptomnrd hmr.rlf 
particular satisfaction in Uvjiwj a tmpf**r tf, 

Crowded as this year was with multifarious cares and tusks 
—•the romance of Rokeby was finished before the eh* *,►« of 
1812, Though it had been long in hand, the MS, bears abun 
dant evidence of its being the prima : three »%iitfoi at 
least reached flu* printer through the Mein me post mitfeit 
on paper of various sorts and si/es — full of biota and iiifmbsi 
cations — the closing couplets of a despatch n*»w and then 
encircling the page, and mutilated by the breaking of the sea 1 
According to tlm recollection of Mr* Cm lei 1, though d utuea 
Ballantync read tlm poem, as the sheets were ml vane tug, h* 
his usual circle of dilettanti* their whmjmrs were far ft on* ex 
citing in Edinburgh such tin intensity of exportation iui hint 
been witnessed in tlm ease of the Body t#f the Bake, lie 
adds, however, that it was looked for with tmdttmitndicd anx¬ 
iety in the south, I well remember, bung in tin we days n 
young student at Oxford, how the iMsiksellers* shops there 
were beleaguered for the earliest copies, ninl how lt«« that lunl 
been so fortunate as to secure one mm followed to tint chtitto 
bers by a tribe of friends, all an eager to hear it reiul m ever 
horse-jockeys were to see the conclusion of n match nt Sew* 


liad bets depending on the issue of the struggle, which they 
considered the elder favourite as making to keep his own 
ground against the fiery rivalry of Childe Harold. 

On the day of publication (January 12, 1813), Scott writes 
gaily enough to Morritt, from his seat at the Clerks’ table : — 
“ The book has gone off here very bobbishly; for the impres¬ 
sion of 3000 and upwards is within two or three score of being 
exhausted, and the demand for these continuing faster than 
they can be boarded. I am heartily glad of this, for now I 
have nothing to fear but a bankruptcy in the Gazette of Par¬ 
nassus ; but the loss of five or six thousand pounds to my good 
friends and school companions would have afflicted me very 
much. I wish we could whistle you here to-day. Ballantyne 
always gives a christening dinner, at which the Duke of Buc- 
cleuch 1 and a great many of my friends are formally feasted. 
He has always the best singing that can be heard in Edinburgh, 
and we have usually a very pleasant party, at which your 
health as patron and proprietor of Eokeby will be faithfully 
and honourably remembered.” 

It will surprise no one to hear that Mr. Morritt assured his 
friend he considered Eokeby as the best of all his poems. The 
admirable, perhaps the unique fidelity of the local descriptions, 
might alone have swayed, for I will not say it perverted, the 
judgment of the lord of that beautiful and thenceforth classical 
domain; and, indeed, I must admit that I never understood 
or appreciated half the charm of this poem until I had become 
familiar with its scenery. But Scott himself had not designed 
to rest his strength on these descriptions. He said to his 
printer while the work was in progress (September), a I hope 
the thing will do, chiefly because the world will not expect from 
me a poem of which the interest turns upon the character; 77 
and in another letter (October), “I think you will see the same 
sort of difference taken in all my former poems, — of which 
I would say, if it is fair for me to say anything, that the force 
in the Lay is thrown on style — in Marmion, on description— 
and in the Lady of the Lake, on incident.” Possibly some of 
these distinctions may have been matters of afterthought; but 
as to Eokeby there can be no mistake. Of its principal charac¬ 
ters no one who compares the poem with his novels will doubt 
that, had he undertaken their portraiture in prose, they would 
have come forth with effect hardly inferior to any of all the 
groupes he ever created. As it is, I question whether even in 

1 Charles Earl of Dalkeith became Duke of Buccleuck in January 
1812, on the death of Duke Henry his father. 



his prose there is anything more i % xtfui?*-Iv t\ r<out, 
as well as than !he ulode eoutr.ml **t flu* fun rivals 

for the love of the heroine; and that h«*r<»me hoi »*H h;fc>nt«*ty 
particular interest at tached to her. Writ sin: 0* Miv-* Kdgrw orth 
iivt* years after this time (ISIS), he sa\ s, I have md tvud imr 
of my poems shin* they were printed, evrptimt la »t \ ear tlie 
Lady of the Luke, which 1 liked Letter than l e\}« eied, hut 
not well enough to induce me to go thurngh fhe test 
may truly say with Marketh.~ 


Hi i 


I am afraid to think of vUsul I’u- dour 
Look on’t ngam I d.nv not. 

This much of* .1 Mil*Ut I mad had < tor f hat is tint *ju easily 
forgotten) —that she was attempted tor lie- »*\i dm/ p* cmn <*f 
a lady who is now no more, so that I am pattteulas 1> Ihifteird 
with your distinguishing it from the others, winch me tst jvn 
oral mere shadows/’ 1 can have no doubt that the huh he 
hero alludes to, was the ohjial of hm nwu utifi.itniulr first 
lovo; and as little, that in the romantic geucrusttt, Loth of 
tho youthful poet who fails to win her tocher Lmmi* ,;nd of 
his chivalrous competitor, we have bettee ns comet hi no near 
than a mere shadow. 

In spite of these graceful el in met ere, the tuismtulde ^refiery 
on which they are presented* and the c|4nii|i«t viueifi .ind 
thrilling interest of several chapters in the duty \m U m the 
opening interview of Bertram and Wyeltfl’ tho tfndii up the 
cliff on the (Ireta — the first entrance «d the rmo at IL email 
the firing of Rokeby ('astlc — and the catastrophe in Kggle 
atom*. Ahhey; — in spite certainly of exiftii^tfrly trappy hm-a 
profusely scattered throughout the whole rompmufton/und of 
some detached images — Unit of the setting of the Impiral >un 
in Canto VI., for example ** which wen* never ftitr|ta**cd In 
any poet;—in spile of all these merits* the tmtneduitc mtrrc.vt 
of Rokeby was greatly inferior to that of the Lady *4 the Lake s 
nor has ifc ever sinee l*een ho much n fnvontite wdh the public 
at largo as any other of lug poetical nmmnvm. He ,* t rribr * f|«i*i 
failure, in Ms Introduction of IHiKI* partly to the nnli<%ilti on 
poetical character of the Roundheads; hut mtr*dy their rluinir. 
ter has its poetical side also, had hi* prejudices! allowml him 
to enter upon its study with impartial sympathy. Partly lm 
blames the satiety of the public, imr, which Itittl *hnd mi much 
of his rhythm, not only from himself, but from domuisof uiork 
ing-birds, male and female, all more or leas ttpjd&tnleil m tlunr 



day* uii«l now alt n|na!Iy lor^ott«*u, Thin rtrnititiMfsititm, too, 

had proliuld v ii** rdrtnlrr r!l»vt ; 11 it* tnorr t hut, in dtdhuirn of all 
{In* hint a o{ !m I nmol n In* now r«*j»« m trd |\\ if h mum iHn* 14 ?t 4 iH‘n) 

(In* imtfmtn onto >\ ILilrn* ruii}4ul‘i ut ihu 1 ,;nK of tin* 1 iuntt^icl 

id rm*urnn>r to t In 4 noun \ anrd radtiirr uj i hr Lay »»r Munition. 
It u lair to add Ihat, am*»?m thu f.maimt rtrrlr.H at Irani, homo 

naivaafir Him * in Mr. » hwoprim v 1%*,*!. 1 hm may 

Intm had an mil n«>m aidr intlai urr un linn ihh'.huii, 1 IUiI thr 
rauar u| lathim w lu» h I hr j** >r! lujimrlt jdarr , hi a, w ,m im 
«|ii* I nm this I hr Irani mtr t’hr 4rr j*rr and dailuT imamu 
of i ’In ld«* 11 al* »h h <1 ir nuila* iH of m hinrbid v »4u |if u*»u air ii, 
and I In imdan* lud\ m * a -*l) u| l hr munUa a in whirh it 4*44*4 
tlir wot 14, had ! alum I hr .mnrnd iiii.i^iitai n»n h\ dorm; and 
Uuludn, ( %% ill* nnun hm-m* and .miar mhhmif m a W un |i|{rlind s 
aa a wludr, mi a k*n w hit Ii nrrtnr I taiur iii tlir ruiii|»mnaisin 
I Inn r ahnadi admt Ird i,» thr f,n t that Stott frit it li rolh'f, 
tint, ii fatti*u*\ i»* rum j«r*r lh** ilnd.il *4 l*n**innun |«iri jtmattt 
nifli Itokidn , lit itunna, 1 m|' «• Im uih* »*| Im |*t udrt’a 

inltorit* Is * 1 miyii, M f laili d* n* in v *»ih am n \4 In a*'!, lurwitml 

till* ^rail4 H ink , lml» I aminr*’ ) »m, I |rrl t hr ttioin runtldrum 

ro«ji|rf lifi-a with ! hr ami 4i,i " 1 la *|n.»to Wm f» dhtii ml, 

if tllttii two* month", hv ?h«’ iioal! t ohuur w Un h had hmi tin 
iilgit«*tl fur 14 tain hath , t hr MS had hmu t raima d*rd h% 

olio of tip* tl.ilhiid \ H«"i 1 1smiiNr Iin rnhi l»* aaard aitaimt 
iinv ilrlp'r 1 rl irii Ml I hr | n * v> ,|»h* 4 ami I hr i?n f;f«, 4 fp*ii ? 

illilpil and ahrtlml It) Ktnu\t**\ m in* ;a ( j ill i|r>p«»r lirpddn-Siwi 

tim ittfrrr-'if of il-i 1 «< # |*u <n If 1 * ’|*t ft hud ini 

idnd^di roiilidant \\ nm h* < ah\ >'t hin i'rfii|niiira*j. m t hr 

Ihirhainml I n > o* in tlir m > ah 1 ham hr% rr Innid ; tint 

1 rail iwai-f* r 1 % hr-', ja \ r an % »4 fh .-i- «hu had l\ i-rni u Inin 

iiipI Kr:Hkin«« from llmir yuntil njniafdn* rnnld tmvn ludiinimt 

till* Ii4tt«*i‘ I’iljr.ililn rltlii 1 ! »4 ill* 1 I !i»mil lull «f flm inmitiitll of 

tlm am* and laarm.Puua * «m.mu in hit hr Mr •Iidlny) f 14 ,« || 

iiaji|t*'ii*Hi, itiiidr n » ** a..n*< *1 4 \i ,41 !^» \ inuf im, and tlmu Ittfif 

thr r| ,ira*a4;an>h hr* u|«nilu|4 rltln*r 

i*t In a' *4 f »,vni* ns > I hr t/a U U'l H lilt ?»* ar'-rlliH to 

Inti- 1* rio*i^h‘*r n «|u <t • j • f in Jnliriis 1 hr any>♦ 1 tin 

*t«#ii!4n4U 1 mnprh. u's *4 1 ihnloo »io4 * .*4* m ** lyifp iit^nl 

ind*4i4n hat fLo I'r-iihiiPiii'*, »|r.> nyjDir* mid rtnnarirtm limp 

i{iia»Iifiiv s » that an* u iU• r ^nd mihut * 4 ” ll ? hm « nin »aw 

t HP |*|v*r H ^ f *1 j 1 In* 1^0 4 i, ah s » rt/ath H 4 it «m tiii|fii'fi*ililt» 
ltl#§t Sr«#lt 'du-ald li4M5 * 0 aarrd n* n* Ii ,4 *f h# air ;a tlimit 
iliH iillll a lop? t f 4 , hat !•« hain adoidf# I into tlin »%rt fp| 4l4iy 

1 Him Hk*» »f h^lt 1 -al^»‘ #»4 ihit 4 %*m$* Um kUt0m* 
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of keeping the milv inmnu *d |urfi§er «*ui.*t*• 1 v in¬ 
formed as fo 1 he ucl ual obligat imm and ivu*imr t *»! \ he r nub 
lislinu'iH. 

Mr. John's loose methods of tran-wie!in : >ui> *'» h of si 

cooled t ho ulliauee between I * i o t i i n i ,M*d ilm mom! 1 *«* v pub 
Ihs!u*r of London. M urray \s Senteli \ ;* is* \ %\ a » * 1 U* n a a j\ 
ho retained hardly any ntuinri 101 with Srofi bun .»•!t, « \* *■ pt 
as a contributor to his Review, and hmu t iuh* n <!me* a 1t o-ndh 
visitor in Albemarle St root; ami umi» r thosr m 
Ntaucus, I do not soo how tho \\ h» Jo pmiernt * *! d»»hu I 

()o, could havo eseu |n*d lilt* nece.sMl \ *«i ,HI obi ip! *iud *h -a » 
t.roiis (exposure within but a few w*'ol% * alter tip- apf<»\u up »• «4 
tbo Trienuuin, had not tho j mum mul iiiii-o* jh'* ;* with t *»o a.able 
boon by that time healed, Mr. ftuntrr had m*w mtirod 1t mu 
that house ; and ( 'unstable, released !n*m !o , jotbmo*e t bad 
boon watching with hope I ho uuooin’oalahle * m^ple stem m the 
affairs of this Fragile rival, Loft table Lad m , * t to*m«d tit 
Ilia conviction that »Seotf tints! nuifumr to bo tip* tulum *<|ort! 
in the literature of their 111401 and there wore low ■» 101*0 * 
which that sanguine man would not lour made i.< tea-ms 1 ms 
hold on the unmatched author. The {tab mt s ae* * ma t he 
opening For help, and their advances wore a»dl met , but mine 
quite unexpected calls on Scott eumjiellcd him t»« sntet fete * 11 
roetly, and ho begun in tits mvn person a negmi it not which, 
though at the time he likened it to that of the tr* in *4 \mn in, 
wan far from twang capriciously protracted, or Jrmn Imiditiic 
only to a brief and barren truce, i hmstuble, flatter* 4 n Immie 
by the offer, on fair terms* of a fourth part «*f the remaining 
copyright of liokeby, agreed to rehe\e the laUnttiug tsnn ol 14 
mans of its stock : the partners to inert f limine! inmn mttmt 


rid of the residue, ami then wind up their publnhmg emirri n 

with all convenient Hfwml, This wm n great yrltri; mi the 
18th of May 1KLI, Hcott writes to Hr. John ** For the In it 
time these many weeks, I shall Inv my head mt » quirt pil 
low j n but there wint at ill iniieli to lie nelnevriL The warn- 
house must still groan under ttitmltmble qtiirmt the ak , !***♦ 
late explored, shewed a tlmrnal visf4t of a|)|»rin«tdiutg deinamL 
Scott was too just not to tak<* wometlditg of the iitiinm ii|itin 
himself; the aacmmulatod nkmk imm witneiig ngiiiiiMt Iimi ttmtiy 
of his own plans and : nor eiitilil he anpui luuwt*lf 

of oarelcmsneaa in not having forutui the itmnxigiw to grimter et* 
aotness in the detailing of mmmntM* But still lu$ felt flint ho 
had serious reason for complaint; and the letter of wineh 11 
sentence has just bean quoted ends iti these mmh 9 whkh ought 
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ta j»r<*«!iu'i ‘1 { f hr ii*‘«'|*rr iui|iri^n?dnit of tittnr ^oiil to 

; M \dt»*tt» mv »I*mi *l»diS) II I huvo i*\or o\|*ti*jiNOtI 

in v mo I f with imhit t« *u in kur./ ol t In t Ihi.hiiiohh, you must 

HU JHlfo if to t ht >n$<ti » 1 , t j'h n:<i i'i , if«»| u nr.i’i >t rt* >1 t tiifttlfiUtHH 

fit t'nfs m u h »»7< f in * h'i'i i / nil tit tmri , If tu \ our 

roal i'iu m1 1 H ! i» nf Ihm s f and 11sf»■ *o 11 f \, and I«* I In* <jisi» It i?«• m and 
avnf «*n»' -» * *t \ oi if l ,i!» i if ■', \ * >?i .id * d «I 11 11 *s i a 11} i is * a|v u n i \ rival 
csivuus >|m’»* f i* >ii, and, .iIo, »• ,i!I, f ho « nm tor f!? f r!| 1 1 1 aoj’ooahlo 
f ltl f ji |i» f IfM'-o Vi 111 Oil \ * >>{ In <!• 1 ill I o o, i i»I, | j ii'i »ii« o, s i no * tliaf tin* 
Vt«it Id in v * r la id iu'h a in i:i * d his aim o Hirno it tulid | »o 
\ i»nr '>! lid V to add to \ oi|| I 4 lirr J-Join| t jualtf h'.H M iMf if 1 mo, ah 
mi iI ii o otio *>a\ i to | Imvo \h>i with all \ «*ni* f.ulitiv.v, 

I Y.n i i i > i k o an * ffoit and lo\ o mo tt If if all iiuijta Voura t ruh » 

\\ . S " 

*• 1* S Joint i Is.ri l«'|ia^#d \ i r\ Util dftf'tlty tliOi \\ lit do 

t rail i, i»d toil, and Im■> hoosi noost vIoadiH att out 11 n to huntmvui, 

I jisn *’**fi \iiiroj that fin- ?nMo In' WmiLm fho hoftor lil.i IhmIiIi 

Will | mv i hit tit’ t>f ?o»fi n »?l in t J f m lit* III iht' 

pi'} tiU s tffii't' fit it «v f o# V '! i if i ■. ! h* Jim-t aiitdlt»!', ’* 

TIio iillifooii in thin i|,f f i, | hr j *i ml#*? ‘m IjimIiIi jotmndu 

{nr that St'tit!‘n Irflri’i !»» louondf ,%i ^ lull «4 liuifa oli t lull villi 
jo« I, ini'll lion* a vn i »aih not n<d id tin tr and 

| Itooo h* id 4 as o .dd !o ?)n’ 's.iinv * fIs ? 1 t hir n ! f of* < \ ■>! ad» 

I H!II j w ill I t» ( a <i’!n a? n|n < a:,* n “1 mil ;mt i % Sol f ho 

Mfalo t *1 moil lie iSdi, and vtiofiid In' of ill |lu^r* , an, W rf»f | Iim! 
orlt Oil thd I O *11 fo* Mi’ho I Mr 0»!l ii.H w o|] ,01 im\ |ds\’iloian lit 

I'M si»lo?f‘?di, \ on !§a •* o iiiif'i t kih iiti iifhhiio r«*ji : *d tliit loll and 
ii Inaisfy ?il rf uA I ho * \ oi \ ill wil)i n Mmloufary 

lift* and \ l*o 1 1 dot »d rd dim* « I u o h %X In iitoa i»u, \ mi iiiiint 
|ii»?4111 1 rH foil toll on p rivoijirti 101 So rulllig, |p»l for ii 

liio|s! Ii f*r t w M, I <i f ha 4 v o u ill I«*iy4, ,ilid I'rgular oxoroin*’ 

iHtd t«n hit 1*‘| Vh.r, \ lionsI lo* ratH |»rt« 111 ,4l»ln«f|i 

fold tfo waa ii ioioo f'nvrti, m lump |imios ■< of ajiorrli \\oro 
roiiyiih thlo, and who d'r-4 in « ofifjniiwsp’o ni an rajnnllf rt'ttiark^ 
aid*’ v*»? ioiH . Iliolirofoilli. >oo!f idlott Io|oa*|r^| to Ju?i old 

II ioftd* ami \*\ way ttf jttinlfm 5 i*i|# 1 In ttin 

Iiotini nil litofif* „ 

M WIivii y»vi mv »ttiistg, 

Ilmiipitiltt i tlio lliifpii,** 

Huiiit4il)m lot junta t * -mmid h* 

IV ll^tl I'OldlO sllfpvl fusil. 


Ilia preachments of regularity it* Uh»K keeping tn *1 1 4i«i t int»i 
of abstinence from good cheer to dames, were etpufH vatu ; but, 
on the other hand, it mtiaf b 1 allowed that I be M hard sktrtmrdicjt,” 
aa ho calls thorn, of May ISId,do nut seem !«» have left mi* fiitii- 
self all the impression that ini^lit hn\e l*een atif teffairtl, f|«% 
was in the moat vigorous of Sts« prime; his temperament was 
buoyant ami hopeful : nothin)? hail occurred tort i«*rk his van- 
ftdenoo in the resources of his own gemu * and mdu a\\ S«* it 

was, that ©re many weeks bin! pass* 4 *!, Sue w .e> ptepat mg f je;di 
embarrassments for himself by bidding tor .mother furrrl ?*f 
land. As early ns the LWlt nt .tune ho ante* to toonstaMo an 
being already aware of this matter, ami allege** hm *iu\*eH M to 
close at once with a very capricious j*erson, M m fie i« a a*u 
that eould have induced butt to utter fur 1. diWH* the whole 
copyright of an m yet unwritten poem, to lie called ** The Natmo 
less lilon.” A long corrt^jMiinleiico ensued, in the eotimi* of 
which Scott mentions 4 *tlie Lord of the Isles ,* 1 m a title which 
had suggested itself to him in jilaee of ** The Natnehw** fllett ; 11 
but as the negotiation did not succeed, I may pom* it a details. 
The new property which lie was so eager to acqtttic, was that 
hijly tract stretching from the <*1*1 Itomstt road near Turn again 
towards the Cauldshiela Loelt: a then desolate and nuked 
mountain-mere, which ho likens, in n letter at the* summer, t«» 
the Lake of the (tonic and the Fisherman in the Amhao Tale, 
To obtain this lake at one extremity «4" hi** estate, as a contrast, 
to the Tweed at the other, wns a prosjfeet fur which hardly any 
sacrifice would have ap|*carcd too timch; and he rout tried t« 
gratify his wishes in the course of July, Nor mm lie, I must 
add, more able to control some of hi* ttittsor twites, I fiml liltti 
writing to Tarry on the same JJOtit of June, nknit «tluit ftplesrp 
did lot of ancient armour, advertised hy Winston ley,” it cele* 
brated auctioneer in Ixmdcm, of which* lie had the strongest 
fancy to make snoil, though lie mm nt a \mn Ip kmm where it 
should be placed when it remdiifd Abbotsford ; and on tin* *Jil 
of July, this acquisition also having Iterti settled, It# my» to 
tii© same corriwiiondiint — 11 1 have written to Mr. Wtsistattley. 
My bargain with Ccmstobls win otiicrwise Armtupwl, hut little 
John ii to find the nwlfttl article, and I shall tax* mr* of Mr 
WinstenlmJs interest, who has behaved too handsomely in till# 
matter to m trusted to the mercy of our little fri«i»tl the IHe* 
roon, who is, notwithstanrliiig his many esrellent i|iu!iiie% ,» 
little on the score of old tloMiu ti«»fl$ »Miiietrtfat , » < « 
somewhat grow to/ 1 

On the 12th of J uly, as nauali he removed to Tw«*mlside \ 



but he had not long enjoyed himself in sketching out woods 
and walks for the borders of his Fairy Lake before he received 
sharp admonishment. Two lines of a letter to the “little Pica¬ 
roon,” dated July 24th, speak already to a series of annoyances: 
— “Dear John, — I sent you the order, and have only to hope 
it arrived safe and in good time. I waked the boy at three 
o’clock myself, having slept little, less on account of the money 
than of the time. Surely yon should have written, three or 
four days before, the probable amount of the deficit, and, as on 
former occasions, I would have furnished you with means of 
meeting it. These expresses, besides every other inconven¬ 
ience, excite surprise in my family and in the neighbourhood. 
I know no justifiable occasion for them but the unexpected 
return of a bill. I do not consider you as answerable for the 
success of plans, but I do and must hold you responsible for 
giving me, in distinct and plain terms, your opinion as to any 
difficulties which may occur, and that in such time that I may 
make arrangements to obviate them if possible.” 

The affair of the 24th itself was aggravated by the circum¬ 
stance that Scott had been prepared to start on the 25th for 
a visit in a different county: so that the worst consequences 
that had so late alarmed his manager , must have been after all 
unavoidable if he had deferred his messenger but a few hours 
more. 

Scott proceeded, accordingly, to join a gay and festive circle, 
whom the Duke of Buccleuch had assembled about him on first 
taking possession of the magnificent Castle of Drumlanrig, in 
FTithsdale, the principal messuage of the dukedom of Queens- 
berry, which had recently lapsed into his family. But post 
eguitem sedet atm cura — a second and a third of these unwel¬ 
come missives, rendered necessary by neglect of precisely the 
same kind, reached him in the midst of this scene of rejoicing. 

He had been engaged also to meet the Marquis of Abercorn 
at Carlisle, in the first week of August, on business connected 
with his brother Thomas’s late administration of that noble¬ 
man’s affairs; and he had designed to pass from Drumlanrig 
to Carlisle for his purpose, without going back to Abbotsford. 
In consequence of these repeated harassments, however, he so 
far altered his plans as to cut short his stay at Drumlanrig, and 
turn homewards for two or three days, where James Eallantyne 
met him with such a statement as in some measure relieved Ms 
mind. 

He then proceeded to fulfil his engagement with Lord 
Abercorn, whom he encountered travelling in a rather peculiar 



style between (’arlisle ami Long! own. Tim Lidm*. of' !h»* iutsttfi 
and the household inrupied lour nr the tun turn'? 1 , all drawn by 
the Marquis*# mvn horses, while the smbb Lord liitmudf brnfiglit 
up the rear, mounted on lioruebuek, and d»ror.if«'d ^ ith tho tile 
bon of the Garter. t hi meeting I lie euvulradc, Hrni t 1 tinted w it li 
them, and ha was not a little amused when they rmtrlmd the *tb 
lag© of Lungtown, which ho had ridden through m h*»ur h» Sore, 
with the preparations whieh ha found there nude tm i ho 
of the party, The Marijius‘s major doum ami had at rnnl 
there early in the morning, ami evmu ilung vnm m*t »ii ranged lot* 
his recaption in the little puhlie house, as nearly m f«^ni4r m 
the style of hisowu maunUm*. Thedurkmittd goeno that Lad been 
dabbling three or four hours ap.*» in f he vtlhtgo pond, worn now 
ready to make their apj*euriuire under immbm \v* * di-.gnur i; n 
regular bill-of-faro flunked tin* Marquis's allotted nis*r ; e%»u*y 
huckaback towel in tin? place lmd Itcmii pressed !** do son tee a# 
a napkin; and tho landlady’* poor remnants of rr#*rket) had 
been furbished tip, tint! iniwtereil isi solemn order on it rra/.y 
baaufet, which wan to represent n *ideU*ai'd iimitiy of Lu 
mlliti. 1 think it worth while to preserve this nmvdm*% w hwh 
Scott delighted in telling, a# §t©rftitp?t the lmd *vhe nf ,i ?,m 1»< of 
manners now passed nway, and never likely to lit* revived among 
us. 

Having despatched this dinner and his bttHtst^n, rb*ott again 
turned southwards, intend iug to spend a few da> * *if itoMn t 
but on reaching Penrith, the landlord phmed *§ in hu 

hands: §cm §h*mm ~if was mien mine a erv of dodun* from 
John Ballantyne, Having once finite despntehed a cheque, 
and a gentle remonstrance tn Kdiuhtirgh, tie rode *m to (trough ; 
but there h© received such a paint id itmstuf of Mm ILinittki 
health, that ha abandoned Ids intention of proceeding in 
Eokeby; and indeed it was much tetter that hi* ahottld to nt, 
Abbotsford again *, for by this tliini Urn whole »tf those affair* 
had reached a second or/*/*, Again to undid do w tm tmumHed; 
and now a detailed stateinint was submit foil to him. fin * **. 
amining it, Im »o expressed himaclf, that nil lltr \mtUmn turn, 
eurrod in th® necessity of iiilniiittliig forthwith to steps tint 
let§ diioisivt than miitfiil Oottftfuiilo mmm lelieved them nf 
mtm of thiif ©ruahisig ttoftk i but he frankly owned that lie 
could not do in that way tiiongli to serve them effectually; 
and Scott was constrained to tiiitii ynwouni© to tho Uhiko w 
Buoolcuoh, who with the kindest prompt the to ^n»* Inin a 
piaante© to tint mUnt of \mmmlmU4y available in 

the money market—the poet insuring lit* life'far itntt anni f 



am! drpmsittttff thr tttmtrnnro an impurity with ilit% Ihikr; while* 
flulluutynr agrrrd, in phmo of a humirtdy winding up of 
tlm publishing 4 ftair, to irnttittair if with tin* *ut moat }>ciK»ible 
i4jii*nl, Hint rinltniviiiir to pHtablmh Ittnuudf as an awtkinwr of 
IntokH, utt! njtiif m.M, anti ohjinlH of \rtiii, How hittrrly iiinut 
Hi'off havt* trll hm a * 1 1 uit ioti w fa«*tt In* w n dr IIiuh to Joint mi 
fli«* liiflt August ; “Willi rrgard U* tlm printing, if m my 
intrhtam to rrtirr from that n\m no nn t ran p*».v»ibl v ilo 
n«i With aatoH to uiynrlf, and with I ho rrgard I >Jial! iilwiiyn 
rutrrtuin for Jainr.na jntrr«*Ht, Whutrvrr h»as I titav NUNtain 
mill i»r oroforahlo to I hr hfr 1 havt* labdv loth \vh«*ti I Norm 
mirrotmdrd hs a aorf. of tttagir rirrh% which neither )M*rt«iIn 
titri to remain at homo tit prime, nor to ofir abroad with tibiue 
tiro. V«air tirnt exertion ua an auctioneer ntav probably tin 
4 111 at dndiugumhed, twlcet, and inimitable colWtion of Imok*, 
iniitiw by mi aiiiatinir of thin inly retiring from buninim’ I do 
nut fet 4 either health or confidence in nty own | tower* mtflirtetii 
to Authorn** me to take a lorn* price for n new piteiii, until tlumo 
affair# ahull have lawn in mmw meamire digoMted," limn* utill 
retnuiiied tit It fir tilt digoHtmit, f lot corre*|tmideuee on toThrmt- 

iiii!H in deeply ehetpiered ; but the nature of the detail* may lie 
plenum t by Hindi m have had experience in tIn* titcrchandiae of 
literature; ami few other*, I nttpfwite, will regret their curtail” 
wont. 

It wiih iuthomidat of theaodiatreaaiug occurrence* that Hrott 
received two letter# — one from Hr, Mtanicr Clarke, private 
librarian In tin' Hegetit, and another, outre format, from the 
M«m|ttt* «f Hertford, laird Hhrunborlain, ntintiiiiicitig hi# 
(toy a) llighttcrcJ.i deutre III nominate hint to the office of 1’tiOtr 
laurcuto, which 1 1 atl junt fallen vacant liy the death of Mr* Pyc, 
It^ emolument# won* underatnod by litm to \m *• kICMJ, m at 
huiaf Ulttti my ear; *" at flint time atieh an mumwtm of income 
iiiihI liavo I» *i*n iiidmnmi and at any ratfi, whtti tlio Mt»vonngn 
tb^tlffioil ua a bifftur mid a ilf4ittfitt«fi emiltl not lw lightly 
iiaiifwt by Walter Mcttit Ho frit, how*var» that holding 
atmidy two Inrralttn oRloim In tlifi gift tif tJni (‘mwn, hr tumid 
nut irrarrfully rrr«j»t it third, rntirrly imrmutrtdtul with ftii 
own Irgul prob^nion, wtiilti §« initiiy wniit«iif turn rwi»iit«I 
wtiolty ilrprtidrtti on flirir Uirrary rirHionn; and tfir friiuicli 
w In on hr rntnudlrd, ruf^idallf tfl« I>ilkn of Itncudrutdi, all i*<iio 
rurring in I hr projuimy of llimir M*mptrH» In* tlrrlinmt thn royal 
otfrr, ft h rvislriil tluif friitit thr ih’ni IipIiipI had Mt\ Hiaithry'a 
nmr to libi rn<itritijilitlii#i>. Hit* fumumii In* iinutr up !§w mind 
m to libiMidf, hr wrot«* to Mr, ntitl othnra in ftir l*rittt?f* 



Regent's confidence, suggesting that 11 * 1111 *^: and In* It* 
congratulate his friotui of l\es wok «*u I 

laurel, which u Imtl Imen worn of old by I >r\ den ami w 
by Warton.” Mr* Southey* in an essay long sith*i 
his death, Buys—* "Sir WalterN rondncl was, us i 
was, (diarwitenstically friendly amt generous,” 

This hapnenmi in September. * Mober iir*^u^hf mi 
cession of John lialluufyue's inbeaven, l«# cute «d wl 
answers a— 11 For Heaven's mike, treat in*' iw a niasi 
miloh-oow ; ” — anil n third crista, nf the up|*r<ueh of 
tinman term, was again went with the iiairowmit 
— chiefly, as before, through the intervention of ( 
All these annoyances produced tm change tv hate v< 
habits of industry* 1 hiring these atuums mouths 
tomber, Octolmr, mitt November, lie kept feeding I 
from day to clay latllt wit It the niittohited tmt of its 
volumes of Swift's works, and with the MS *4 I m l#i 
Dean. fie had also jfrttetmletl t« iiiatmo in lit** mind 
of the liOfd of the lain*, anti executed stirli a jx*rti 
First Canto as gave him cattftdcticc t« renew tim ip 
with Constable forth© sale of the whole, or pai! t#f 
right It wan, moreover, at flits nertnd, that hm eye 
to light once more on the Asliestiel fragment of Watm 
read over thou© introductory chapters thought the* 
undervalued — and determined to tini ih the story 
It i» proper to mention, that, in tlsr very agony 
I>erplaxities, the unfortunate* Maturisi received ft mi 
timely succour of LM) t rendered doubly mvepidd 
kind and judicious loiter of advice in which ii n m i 
and I have be fora mo am pin evidence that Uh bi 
had been extended to other itrniglitig brother* of t 
even when he until often have Itml actual difficulty to 
immediate expenditure of Ins own family* 

The great mimtmm of the Allied Powers In the ©i 
of 181# gave a salutary *titnt4ltw to commercial tw 
and the return of general confidence facilitated mm%y 
mente in which Seott's ittliRiito wnm tttwltifib ifo* 
nttdsd no suoh oon&idarotkm* to heighten lib patriot 
siatin, which overflowed in two ititifi — one of tin 
slnnt, 1 believe, omitted at any cclchratnift of llie mu 
of Mr. PitCi death— 


TtB&Xk fet brxv® on Marsttgo lay slatigtiicf *t I In 


He also wrote an address to the Sovereign for the Magistracy 
of Edinburgh, which was privately acknowledged to the pen¬ 
man, by his Royal Highnesses command, as “ the most elegant 
congratulation a sovereign ever received or a subject offered.” 
The Magistrates accordingly found particular graciousness at 
Carlton House j and on their return (Christmas, 1813) pre¬ 
sented Scott with the freedom of his native city and a very 
handsome piece of plate. 

I must, however, open the year 1814 with a melancholy 
story. Mention has been made in connection with an unlucky 
edition of Beaumont and Fletcher, of Henry Weber, a German 
scholar, who, escaping to this country in 1804, from misfor¬ 
tunes in his own, excited Scott’s compassion, and was thence¬ 
forth furnished, through his means, with literary employment 
of various sorts. Weber was a man of considerable learning; 
but Scott, as was his custom, appears to have formed an exag¬ 
gerated notion of his capacity, and certainly countenanced him, 
to his own severe cost, in several most unhappy undertakings. 
When not engaged on things of a more ambitious character, 
he had acted for ten years as his protector’s amanuensis, and 
when the family were in Edinburgh, he very often dined with 
them. There was something very interesting in his appear¬ 
ance and manners : he had a fair, open countenance, in which 
the honesty and the enthusiasm of his nation were alike visible; 
his demeanour was gentle and modest; and he had not only a 
stock of curious antiquarian knowledge, but the reminiscences, 
which he detailed with amusing simplicity, of an early life 
chequered with many strange-enough adventures. He was, 
in short, much a favourite with Scott and all the household ; 
and was invited to dine with them so frequently, chiefly 
because his friend was aware that he had an unhappy propen¬ 
sity to drinking, and was anxious to keep him away from 
places where he might have been more likely to indulge it. 
This vice had been growing on him; and of late Scott had 
found it necessary to make some rather severe remonstrances 
about habits which were at once injuring his health and inter¬ 
rupting his literary industry. They had, however, parted 
kindly when Scott left Edinburgh at Christmas ; and the day 
after Ms return, Weber attended him as usual in his library — 
being employed in transcribing extracts during several hours, 
while his friend, seated over against him, continued working at 
the Life of Swift. The light beginning to fail, Scott threw 
himself hack in his chair, and was about to ring for candles, 
when he observed the German’s eyes fixed upon him with an 



unusual solemnity of expression. ** \\Vher, M said Ii* % 
the matter with you ? " “ M r. Heotf/‘ said W oUt, rm 

have long insulted me, anti I rail bear it m» longer 
brought a pair of pistols with me, ami must insist 
taking one of them instantly ami with that he pn«* 
weapons, whieh had been tlep**sited under In** ehair, 
one of them on Scott's utuuuscrtpt. M V«*u are nn 
think/’ said Broth, 44 in your way of setting .d«mi f lit. 
but no matter. It ran, however, 1 m* iu» part of \ our 
annoy Mrs. Broti ami the ehildren; fhetefbir, if %v 
wo will put the pistols into t hr ilramrr till at tor hr 
then arrange to go cm! together like gcutlemi n. M 
answered with equal eoolmm 44 I h*h« s ve that mill b« 
and laid the second pistol also on flu* tabh . Boot 
them both in his desk, and said, 11 I ntii glad yon hav 


propriety of what I suggested — let ine only request 
that nothing may emir while we are nt tinnier to 
wife any suspicion of whnfc linn hen pacing." Wei 
assented, and Booth withdrew In hh dre;e,tug'rot»m, tr* 


he despatched a message to one of \Vel*oi\ roiiijaiiioi 
then dinner was served, unit Wetter joined si*** ctreh* 
He oonduoted himself with eiiiiijtimiing anil ni^ryflun 

to go on in the ordinary way, until whisky awl hot wu 
produced, Scott, instead of inciting Inn i:m*h f«« help 
mixed two moderate tumbler* of f«itly, ami humic 
them to Weber, who, tipon that, started up mtflt i 
countenance, but instantly sat down iignitt, and wl 
Seott expressed her fear that ho wm ill, an dieted 
that he wan liable to spasms, hut Itiiil flaw pain a a/» m 
then took the glass, eagerly gttl|ted down it* riuii* 
pushed it hank to Scott At* this niijiiieiit the friend 


been sent for made his ap|maratiee ; and Weiier, on #e 
enter the room, rushed past him mid out of the homm, 
stopping to put on his hat. The friend, alio pm»ncd i 
name up with him at the end of I hr street, and did ail 
to soothe Ida agitation, hut in vain. The *ume evettin 
obliged to he put into a strait wjibtroatj and though 
days ho exhibited such symptoms of rmnrerv timt 
allowed to go by himself to puy a visit in the North 
land, hi there soon relapsed, and continued over »fte 
hopeless lunatic, being supjmtled tu the end of Im life, 
1818, at Scott’s expo nm\ in an asylum iti York. 

On the first of duly 18! I, the\s*uft, oinePtm vohi 
at length issued from the prim Tin* isdvcii!tttt% titm 


luff; 




Hi 


utr 


it ,! l* 


n iii ilnriiig nil th© 

lOiirf) t»f I lii'H j ^’I'Muiiul s rl.it tmis, mill umv niltto forth wilt *tl 

author ;i«ii 1 ftnltli'Jsri frll uu»twnnuiy toward a «»m*h tiilwr 
tlinu | w 1 r 1 1 i i j ©* tli«n hud Iwiitii* * I* *i ti \ iisi|iri‘jii4iti|i wm 

tif I*J*»n ; mill n 11 *|«i 1 14 1 <4 taiiiiLir **^|*»nl was rnllwl fur 

in tKIi >mott mldod In In-i mutum many mlmirahl© (tincuM, 
lint li 111 JU’OMi' Mo! %% lilt'll hud nniT hi'fun* |mm»ji Jiriutnii, 

niiil 4ill luor©, u 2* n h h;nl v ,r »j»rd i§*>1 mo imud.'U n|»| hiindh"* of 
|»i!!ii|»hl* t i .11*4 hi nildMidt'M. 1 m fh*« 1 1! ii 'it Hit ti ill «if I hrj*o mill nf 
all fit© hi H» r Knowti wi it ui mi of fit© Ihmt* ft© brought tin* 
M1UIH' tjlialiln-.if liiSi»i II IiirIi hud, by ifofmritl riHiai»llf» dwtlfo 

gutidu'd hr. tn\ 4**11, ^uiiitun;/* m 111 © Edinburgh Kovinw 

v\ nr** mi' > n, * * ft* flin in i si i»I ta kiiow|»*dgn and imtii^ift, rt'{march 
it| fit© \|.liiil rliulti?©im©i» ti vigour of Jiiitgiiiriif mill ii 

vivanity *4 nH t© fo ulirli lliny Initl tin |»rcUuiaioiiii, M Hitt hio- 
nra|4ii»vil miri*u tv«% introductory i'vwvm, mill uotoa allow, 
tndtvd* mi infiiiMr) nf’ iirt|iiiiintiiiivi* mill* tin* nhactiroMt details 
itf tliw jmlttfnil* fmrhiih ami litioary hi dory of the poriiiil nf 
ijttnnii Alim'* which it m tinpM able to I'uiiMdor without feeling 
» In*4) rmoH that It© never uccnin|th<dtod a long"chortaiicu 
| hi ? I ii mm nf mhtuu: l'ojw. It tins iiwii HjtcriaUy unfort limits 
tor that “ trim dcueoti of the craft,** tin Scott railed him, 

that 1st 4 foddumth* #m4 then Scott, alimilit have taken ii|i t 
only to abandon it, fit© jiriiji»«t uf writing Ida lift* aunt annotate 
ing Iiim work*. 

lint Kdinhiogh Ifeviewer tliiii ehurartenaea tin! Memoir nf 

tins !>i»itjt of St lhif.«t?k*fi » — 


*' ti i# ii«*f iiiimii Iili*- ihr |*i«*4irf|aii *»f n iiihii mini «f l««litir#» ur % 

fiwllilhni# in fjriiiitiiriii 4in| iipisallff , lull putiitiln tltnaigliimh 

Mul In ii %**i v |4*‘twi>nt til*' 1 mt ^ iiii4 I’Ame lull tif ii mail 
nf tliu WMilih wlili iiiiifti i#t flail $friirr«ii« iillpWiitive ftir ilm 

4 $? vm * «f 111* •III I §1 ip*m flit* 

wlsleli fpiiliw tom fitinii »w|iiln% aiutl ifituslil tiwmtom slwip !»f»©»t ft*r» 
want l« It In itaiMMMlhta, laiwuimr, t« avoid fwttlititifc tint Mr» l% 4 ntl 

in hy far Um In Hip iri4«niif nf lili aiillitir, whom Wi 

lliltik it woiiUI nmlly \m lii|nri«ii« t« flip imn« of momtity to m!Uiw to 
pm$ iitfi»*r m n vory lilinilW, or a wry iitilniil# fwrami. Tti« initli In* 
mm think* that iio mm #itfpnn4f atiililtlniw, and wiilnii *» of a 

mnrtwt', tlfiilleiito, and haiiahty triii|»r, and tltfittflf ««|mlilw nf a mm of 
imtmmMim i»i4tfonit> i<<wanU Ida tfe|^iiiipttl*» and of at«mn aitaolinitiit 
towanla who Inol known and flattaml liifn* iik inittiiml 
domnatiotir* h«th In pulilii? ami tirivatn lifts appara to litfi? haon far from 
oxnmidary; i«titi4i# of tmiimt and mannatiindty, and wn will add, of 
tiflii®f|il© l In tli« limnnr \ and in tlio lattu.o! ini4oiiti«, 


I have no desire to break a latte# in this place in defence uf 
Swift. It tic h* 8 not appear to itn* I but he slut id a nl »U dndtii 
guishod among politicians (least of all, atomur fin- ptem* utta 
of hit* time) for laxity «»f principle; iiorrati 1 vtmnmt teduirgit 
his private demtmtimir with f ho ulmonro either **t ft nr 

fidelity, or vmnpmmm* ^ lint who dreamed tm mi mmm* 
ediy not Scott-—of holding up lho Dean ol M Tat n» f kN on 
the whole an “exemplary diameter M ? IV Vi frit, 

whatever his critic may have thoocht on tin* \\*hp»rt, tliiii n 
vein of morbid humour rati through Sn-iftb id«oi • vm itenre, 
both mental and pltydniJ, from the tiegtiimug. " I!*• «utiy 
adopted/ 1 says Scott, “ the rtmtem of otertum hi * holhd.iy ?m 
a term not of joy but of sorrmv, and of read id,*, v hen t? t centred, 
the striking passage uf Hr rt§ it tire in a Inch Job Imnuntn unit 
execrates the day upon which is ii'iisiniid m he* bit Iter's house 
th(U a man-child teas li##rn;ati«! I *h«»tttd hau* *n ported that 
any man who had cotnuderod the hlaek d«*<M «d the « amr* Mins 
early clouded, and road the entry *4' Suslik dun »m the tn 
neral of Stella, his epitaph on himself, ami tin* te<d4tu**ni by 
which he disposed of Him fortune, would hat* I#** n wilting, like 
Scott, to dwell on the splendour of hi* tmneuu! grunt*, m4 the 
manv traits of nnuily generosity ** winch hu v,%^nr^umM% 
exhibited,” rather than on the fault* and tetiVs *4 %% undem 
and inscrutable disease, which tormented and ewUtteird the 
far greater part of his earth!v being. II tett the rotn- %%s ’* of 
the practical and btwinr^ Stir #§yle *4 hu^j ,*|V * 

appears very just —»and I think t hr rircunrUatn c * tno»rtii«y 
characteristic; nor, on the whole, could his edition, *»,*» 4 U r4t 
turn, have Intern better dealt with than in the Jb^t.% *hi«h J 
have quoted, ft was, by tint way, written 1*i IIi Jr flirt ml 
Constable’s particular rmmmt* *•* It w,m», f think, iho test 
time I ever asked Midi n thing of him," flic Iwteidlm m#i 4 «« 
me; “and i assure you the result wa'* §wi oueourfigcitioitt to 
repeat such petitions.” Mr, Jeffrey 4 §fa»i*tl «b«|«t 

character at great lengt h, nntl with coiHitmmute 4r *in xi i, aiut* 
in Oon»tahlo% opinion, his article threw Midi ii un tfiif 

Dean as materially cliwkcd fur a time tJu» j*»*j«itnfiff' *4 hm 
writinp, Adiainibl© mi the j»*|K»r ii in |miihI «t alnUt%, t 
think. Mr* Constable tuny lutvi* riiii'%iih*riiWy itn 

effects § but in tow© ilny# it numt h&vu 1 #vii dsflirult f*#« Imn 
to fown mi imjmrtial opinioti ttprtn such a tjiiiftiliiiii; fur, 4.% 
Johnson said of Cafi that 11 lie cniilti nut spit uirnr It in wiiiilow 
without thinking of Tin* tloiitlcniaii^ I Wltrro 

Oonstable allowed uotfiiig to interrupt im isitcrii^l pwiI# in tin* 



concerns of his Review, until Waver ley opened another period¬ 
ical publication still more important to his fortunes. 

And this consummation was not long delayed. Before 
Christmas Erskine had perused the greater part of the first 
volume, and expressed his decided opinion that Waverley 
would prove the most popular of all his friend’s writings. 
The MS. was forthwith copied by John Ballantyne, and sent 
to press. As soon as a volume was printed, Ballantyne con¬ 
veyed it to Constable, who did not for a moment doubt from 
what pen it proceeded, but took a few days to consider of 
the matter, and then offered L.700 for the copyright. When 
we recollect what the state of novel literature in those days 
was, and that the only exceptions to its mediocrity, the Irish 
Tales of Miss Edgeworth, however appreciated in refined cir¬ 
cles, had a circulation so limited that she had never realised a 
tithe of L.700 by the best of them — it must be allowed that 
Constable’s offer was a liberal one. Scott’s answer, however, 
was, that L.700 was too much in case the novel should not be 
successful, and too little if it should. He added, “ If our fat 
friend had said L.1000, I should have been staggered.” John 
did not forget to convey this last hint to Constable, but the 
latter did not choose to act upon it; and ultimately agreed to 
an equal division of profits between himself and the author. 

There was a considerable pause between the finishing of the 
first volume and the beginning of the second. Constable, eager 
about an extensive Supplement to his Encyclopaedia Britannica, 
earnestly requested Scott to undertake a few articles; and, 
anxious to gratify the generous bookseller, lie laid aside his 
tale until he had finished two essays — those on Chivalry and 
the Drama. They were written in the course of April and 
May, and he received for each of them L.100. 

A letter of the 9th July to Mr. Morritt gives in more exact 
detail than the author’s own recollection could supply in 1830, 
the history of the completion of Waverley: which had then 
been two days published. “ I must now ” (he says) “ account for 
my own laziness, by referring you to a small anonymous sort 
of a novel, which you will receive by the mail of this day. It 
was a very old attempt of mine to embody some traits of those 
characters and manners peculiar to Scotland, the last remnants 
of which vanished during my own youth. 1 had written great 
part of the first volume, and sketched other passages, when I 
mislaid the MS., and only found it by the merest accident as 1 
was rummaging the drawers of an old cabinet; and I took the 
fancy of finishing it. It has made a very strong impression 



hero, and the good people of Kdinhui gh are bo tied m 
the author, and in finding mil originals fur flu* pmi rails it run 
tains, Jeffrey has ottered to make mih that if m none, an4 
another groat eritir tern tendered Ion affidavit nr miiirnrifi; #i» 
that these authorities have dmd« d ilmfi nlv i'*mn. Let me 
know your opinion about it, The truth t *. lint s hm sort of 
muddling work amuses me, and I am <*u.ne!h<ug m the mndi 
tion of Joseph Stirfare, who whs emlarrassed h% getting huu 
golf too good a reputation; for ninny thing* may please people 
well enough anonymously* widt h it the* hue no in the into 
page, would just give tut* flint sort n| ill niioe ftlurlt pierodes 
hanging — and that won hi !*e m minty reaper!* lueouventmt, 
if l thought of again trying a prmoh o/ms,” 

Morriif, an yet the only Ku ;tedi confidant, conveyed mi 
volume by volume m he rend them hm hours! enttemm ; at 
last vehemently protecting iigaumt the miunteiuitoe of t}it% 
incognito. Beott in his reply (July **Mf In says : — M 1 ahull 
not own Waverley ; my etiief reason in, that ft tumid prevent 
me the plonmiro of writing again, I hub! llnnim iiejiSiint of 
the historian, miyn the author mml lie of a JarohH* f unity 
and predictions, a ymmmmmviihj man, nmt n Seottiafi 
lawyer, and desires me to guess in whom those happy uifrt 
bntes are united, I shall not plead guilty, fiminn fund iw 
such seems to ho tin* fashion of the tin* I hope rtetttimlile 
people will believe my hi mmtradirtum to ,d» other 

evidence. The Edinburgh faith now is, that W'uerby m »ttn 
ten by Jeffrey, haying been oc»m|n>aod in lighten the tedium «*f 
his late transatlantic voyage. Bo you ret* the unknown infimt 
ift like to come to preferment, In truth, I nin suit mue it would 
bo considered ijnite decorous for me, m it * ierh of Bewinu, fn 
write novels. Judges Iming monks, Clerk* are n *oil of lay 
brethren, from whom gome solemnity of walk ami conduct may 
bo expected. Bo whatever I may*' do of tin* land, # § shall 
whistle it down the wind, and let it prey nt fortuned 1 The 
second edition in, I believe, nearly through the prtm It will 
hardly be printed faster than it wan written; fur though tfiu 
firaf volume was Iwgtm long ago, ntni art willy Imt for a tune* 
yet the other two were Imguti imtl finished* bdwrmi the lift 
June and the first July, during nil wliseti 1 attended my duty in 
Court, and prowtdtd without hm of lime or liiiwltwiiicu of 
buiintisJ f 

stetemint m te tli® lima iMiwpieii by tiwi iiimI 

of W&verley, metlli to my inemory » fritliiif 

x (UMlo, Ai)i III, n®*m a 



uneedote, whirl*, iva eonnnrtrd with it dear frinicl of my youth, 
«limn I have tint hi n*it tor many soars, and may very |>rol>ul*ly 
never see again in tIda \\ orld, 1 shall here ^rt down, in tin* 
1 io|ii* of a I for* I mg him u momentary, t hough not an tut mixed 
pleasure, when be may rhunre to mnl flits eompilatiou on n 
distant shore anti aha* in the hope tIta! my humble reeord 
may impart to some arti \ e mttid in the tuning generalimi a 
shadow of the intluetiee whtrh tin' reality eertainly e\erti*<i 
ttpott hi*. I lappetting to pasa through Kdinhurgh in thine 
IhM, I dined t me dtty with t he gent Ionian in question uiow the 
Honourable Wtlham \|eu/t»eg one of the Supreme .1 mlges at 
the i * ipe ot i »o»*d Hope), wlioMi* remdetiee wm then in Ueorgti 
Hi reef * ml tinted very near to, and tit right angles with, North 
Hustle Street, It w;m a tarty of very young persona, muni of 
I hem, like Meti/iea tind myself, destined for uie Bar of Heot* 
hutd* nit gay and thoughtless, enjoying the first Hindi of man- 
hood, with little remeuihruuee <»t the yesterday, or ©are of the 
morrow. When my eomputiiou** worthy father mitt unele* 
lifter Mooing two nr three buttes go round, left the juveniles to 
thotiiMolvon, the weather being hot, we adjourned to a library 
whieh liii-tl one large window looking north wards, After ©a* 
rousing Imre for an hour or lining I ohMorvod t Imi n shade had 
route over I lie ns pert of my It lend, wtto happened to be pi need 
immediately opposite to myself, ami mill Momothiug that inti* 
muted a Imr of hm Uoug unwell, •• No,” mud he, ** I shall be 
well enough presently, tl you will only hd me ait where you 
ling mitt take mv eltuir; for then* in ii eonfomnled hand in 
sight of mm hor«\ whteh iuni often (tethered me bifnni, and 
now it won’t let tne lit! mv kIiimm math a good will,” l rnsii to 
©luiitgo a it It him aeeordmgly, and fie jaunted out to ttiii 

tliin hand whirl*, like the writing mi fletsliwmr’ii wait, die- 
tiirb tl Ins hour »i| hilarity. ••Hitiee we put d<iwu,'* lie aoid, 
u 1 have Uwti watehttig it it fmwtuiit©** my eye—it never 
fillips pit go after page in tiniahed mnl t hrown on tliat heap of 
MS, and atilt it goo* mi unwearied ■ - and no it will 1m till 
<uuidt©M are brought in, mid Hod knows bow king after that. 
It ii til© name every night — I ean’t stand a sight of it when I 
uni nut at my Jmnk* ** f< Home stupid, clogged, eugroaeitiK 
eterky prolaiiltt%%** extd&tmod timed f, or mnm other giddy youth 
In our ttooioty. M No, hoy*,” said mtr luting if I welt know what 
hand it itt--‘lift Walter Si^ii,f f id > Thin wan the band that, in 
the iifiitiiiigi of three iiiiiitner weeks, wrote ttm two tael rol* 
tttnea of Wavertey* 

The galiatit aompoanm with whieh Seott, when ha tad dta 




missed a work from his desk, awaited t he deerneii of the pub 

lit^_ami the healthy* elasticity iptnf vuitt a hn 1 « he could 

meanwhile turn his whole zeal »i|#«*11 new or diffei* *n object < 
aro among tin 1 features in Ins character which w ill always I 
believe, strike the h! lultml of literary lii‘*f»rv m immi remark¬ 
able. Ifc would bo difficult to exaggerate the tiitfwtiiiire to bm 
fortunes of tins bin first novel, Yet before lie bud heard *<f tf« 
mmption in the south, except the w limpet of oim partial friend, 
he started on a voyage which was likely to occupy tint month u 
and during which lie could hardly expect to receive any letters. 

He had lmen invited to imtoiiij muy the t‘otMtus'cnoucr* *»f the 
Northern Light Houses in their iijniitiil expedition; mnl am its 
programme included tin* Hebrides, ami lie had ahead* made 
some progress in the Lord of the bleu, the opftoftttwty tor re¬ 
freshing and enlarging his acquaintance with that region %%tmltl 
alone have been a strong tmiti ptatioii. I hit there mrc iininy 
others. The trip was id so to embrace the isles of She! limit 
and Orkney, and a vast extent of the niiiiiiliunl rmnsia, no part 
of which he had mm newt ~-or hut for such mi offer might ever 
have much ehaneo of aiming. The Gotmtitssttuter* mere all 
familiar friends of his William Krikine* then Hheiitf of the 
Orkneys, Eolxirfc Hamilton. HJiertff <»f burntkdurm Aditttt Dull, 
Sheriff of Forfarshire; but the real chief w,i* the Surveyor* 
General^ the celebrated engineer Mr, Stevenson, and Scott 
anticipated special tdeatutre in liin society, •* 1 delight," ho 
told Merritt, 11 in Mtcse professional men of talent They 
always give you some new lights by the fterttlsat tty of thinr 
habits and studio* ~~ so different. from the people* mint are 
rounded and smoothed and ground tin wit for roiiiemtftott* and 
who nan say nil that every other \mmm% myi and n« more.” 

To this voyage we own many of the mm% linking passages 
in the "Lord of the libs* and win noble romance «f tin? Pirate 
wholly, Thu leisure of the yacht allowed Inin to herp * icry 
minute diary, from which lie gave sundry extracts tit lit* tmUm 
to both tiwm works, and which may now U* trad * nine m the 
largtr memoirs of his lif© and ei»tie«|mndei*i *\ It uUmmls in 
Interest— In sketches tif scenery which could hate etiiiiti fttittt 
Ms hand alone-"-in moat onrknii detail* of imoila* tttmtucfw * 
but it§ chief value i« in its itrilw# |*nrffailwre of the j#uintste 
I question If any man aver drew lira own elmraetor more fully 
or mot# pleasingly, W# have before tut, according to the *r**nc 
and occasion, the pot, th# antiiiiiary, the mage*! title, the 
planter^ axtd tha agnoulittriat; tint ewerywhere the m artu yei 
ssfsnioui pMlantikropkt - every mlmm the r#mtety t \*mmi cut 



the unselfishness; of the thoroughbred gentleman. It con¬ 
cludes with these words : — “ But I must not omit to say, that 
among five or six persons, some of whom were doubtless differ¬ 
ent in tastes and pursuits, there did not occur, during the close 
communication of more than six weeks aboard a small vessel, 
the slightest difference of opinion. Each seemed anxious to 
submit his own wishes to those of his friends. The conse¬ 
quence was, that by judicious arrangement all were gratified 
in their turn, and frequently he who made some sacrifices to 
the views of his companions, was rewarded by some unexpected 
gratification calculated particularly for his own amusement. 
We had constant exertion, a succession of wild and uncommon 
scenery, good humour on board, and objects of animation and 
interest when we went ashore: — Sed fugit interm —fugit ir - 
revocabile tempus .” 

I have been told by one of the companions of this voyage, 
that heartily as he entered throughout into their social enjoy¬ 
ments, they all perceived him, when inspecting for the first 
time scenes of remarkable grandeur, to be in such an abstracted 
and excited mood, that they felt it would be the kindest and 
discreetest plan to leave him to himself. “ I often,” said Lord 
Kinnedder, “ on coming up from the cabin at night, found him 
pacing the deck rapidly, muttering to himself — and went to 
the forecastle, lest my presence should disturb him. I remem¬ 
ber, that at Loch Corriskin, in particular, he seemed quite 
overwhelmed with his feelings; and we all saw it, and retir¬ 
ing unnoticed, left him to roam and gaze about by himself, 
until it was time to muster the party and be gone.” Scott 
used to mention the surprise with which he himself witnessed 
Erskine’s emotion on first entering the Cave of Staffa. “ Would 
you. believe it?” he said—“my poor Willie sat down and 
wept like a woman! ” Yet his own sensibilities, though be¬ 
trayed in a more masculine and sterner guise, were perhaps as 
keen as well as deeper than his aipiable friend’s. 

A few days before his voyage ended, he heard casually of 
the death of Harriet, Duchess of Buccleuch, who ever since 
the days of Lasswade had been his most kind friend. The 
sad intelligence was confirmed on his arrival in the Clyde, by 
a most touching and manly letter from the Duke. Its closing 
paragraph has these sentences: — “ Endeavouring to the last 
to conceal her suffering, she evinced a fortitude, a resignation, 
a Christian courage, beyond all power of description. Her last 
injunction was to attend to her poor people. I have learned 
that the most truly heroic spirit may be lodged in the tender- 



oat and ilia gentlest breast. If ever there wan proof of f||t% 
efficacy of our religion in moments «d the deepen! aflln tom* 
and in tin* hour of death, it was exemplified in inn eomlttct. 
I will endeavour to do in nil things wliai I know alto nunlit 
wish. I have therefore determined In lay m\ wlf open In all 
the comforts my friend h ran afford me, 1 shall I**’ most happy 
to cultivate their madefy im heretofore, I Audi ha e them 
more and more bmittse t know they loved hi*r. Whenever it 
hu its your convenience I shall hr happy to see yon here, I 
furl that it is particularly my duty not to moke m\ house the 
house of mourning to tin children ; for I know it was hvr do- 
aided opinion that it is most imsrhtevuus to give an early 
impression of gloom to the mind/' 

The I Juki 1 survived for some years, and he continued isi the 
line of conduct which lie hud from the tii u resolved upon; lint 
lie never recovered the blow ; mid tins no one perceived inure 
clearly than Hccitt. 

In his letter to Merritt on reaching Edinburgh, lie miy* 
(Septemtor 14th), — 1 * We Milled from Leith, and skirted tin* 
Scottish coast, visiting the Buffer of Buchan mnl other remark* 

able objects™went to Sliiitliiiul -»’thotin* to Orkney — from 
thence round Cap Wrath to ttiii Hebrides, making descent* 

everywhere, where there was anything to lie neon . thrum to 

Lewis and the Long Inlund — Hkyu- to Iotta~—and no 
forth, lingering among the Hebrides as Jong m we could, Then 
we stood o?or to the coast of Ireland, and visited the < I 
Causeway and Fort Rush, where Hr, Richardson, the mvetitor 
(discoverer, 1 would say,) of the celebrated florin gross, resides, 
By the way, \mm u chattering charlatan, iiud In* florin n were 
humbug. But if he wen* Cicero, and his invention were ptn* 
toes, or anything equally useful, I should detest the recollection 
of the place and tliii matt, for it wo* there I learned the death 
of my friend. Adieu, my dear Morrill; like jtoor Tom, * I can* 
not daub it further.’ ” 

As he paatcid through Edinburgh, the ttcgniiaitoit as to the 
Lord of tli© files, which Itiad limit protracted through several 
months, was completed: Constable agreeing in give fifteen 
hundred guinea* for otto-half of the cony right, white the other 
moiety was retained by the author, The sane* sum had been 
offered at an early stage of the affair, but it was not until now 
ace’epted, in of the earnaat wish of Messrs, Bab 

lanty tie to saddle tit© puhthher of the new ttoeni with another 
pyramid of their old «• quire stock,** — which, however, ikm* 
itobl# ulimaMy peteiated in rofuiing. It may cosily to* be 



lievocl that tfohit’H munagomont during n mix won kid ubnetunt 
list*i been mill’ll tw In render it doubly onuvouiont for the Pont, to 
have this nuttier aottlod; and it may a Ian bo mipponod that tho 
progress of Waverley during that interval had tended to jmt 
the rliiof parties in good humour with eiirh other, For nothing 
ran bo more unfounded tban tin* statement repeated in various 
memoirs of Scott *h Into, tliat tho sale id tin* lira! editton of this 
immortal ’fab* xum slow, It appeared on tin* 7 th of July, and 
the wholo ini|ironi4ioti t ! t KHI copies! bad disappeared w it bin 
five weeks ; mi oeeitrrenre thon unprecedented tit tin* earn* of 
an iiinuiy«noti?i moot, put forth at what in called among pub 
ItsherH thr tituitl A nor olid odtl ion f if *Ji H M I copies wits 

lit least projected by Ibt-* l 1 Itli of tho same month; that ap¬ 
peared boforo tho end of August, ami it too had gone off m 
rapidly t hat Scott now , in Sept ember, found t’ottsfaible eager to 
front, on tin* liattio I♦ rtno an before, for n third of jtHH) copies. 
This third edition warn publidied tit Uetolicr; and whon a fourth 
of t lit* like extent wan called for in No\ ember, i ft ml Scott 
writing to Joint ItalliifiH no: •* I suppose Pomdabio won*!. 

«jtiarr**l wtill n work mi which In* ham netted Ii.t»Pi in four 
ututitha, w it li it cert amt \ **f making it L, 1 IN Hi bo Corn tho vonr 
in out .** It would bo tdb* to omimorato mtlweifttottf reprint m. 
Well might f s i»ii«tiililo regret flint ho hint not void mod to offer 
Ji.tWlt fm tho whole eopy tight of Wavorloy! 

Tl*o only pm at* frinmb oMrmalU mini Jed with Itta net®ref 
npponr to have been Inrnkifte and Morritt, Hut tItoro w»h who 
with iiltoftt it would, m| routrn\ have l*eeu more than vain fit 
iiflWt imy outiooahuont, lift the pul dim! ton t»f tlto thirtl wit- 
fion, f find Iiiiii writing thuu to hut brother, then in t kniailii: — 
•• I tour 11 novel here, railed Waverley, him hut! mmvmmm 

utterem*. 1 mmi yon a eopy, mul will unfit! you smother with 
the laud of f ho 1 id on wlnrli will tin mil at < ‘Itritflfitsiit* The 
MtitH*(*nH wfitrh it tula had, with fwiiiiw other mtvmmimivm, lutu 
induced ponjdo 

* To lay the liwilllfii at ii rortuln tlnor, 

Wtirf#* lylttj; fttore «f fiiuli#, filii heap morn.** 

You will iftie-oi fur yourself how fir uudi n report hm omlibil 
ity *, lint by no tmmun give the weight. of your opinion to the 
Tfaufutllautio piildir , for yon niiiiit know* there is itt«<* u mmntt^r 
ro|a*rt, that fon have written file mid Winrrloy. Honil tm a 

novel iiitofintxitir! v**ur o%uf»*rant wul imtiiriil litirnmiri with 



any incidents and* descriptions of scenery ) nu may hw par 
ticulnrly with characters and traits «d manners, I a ill t;i*r it 
all the robbliiiK Unit in , and, if ym do tnil r\*-rt 

yourself, i have, not the leant «h*ttb! if will !»• ttmlli K ; 
and, to encourage you, you may* w lien \ on mid tie- MS , diaw 
on mo for h.100, at fifty days’ night — ho thot \ imr ld*oui » mil 
at any rate not ho quite thrown ;iua\ . You lone morn f’tttt 
and descriptive talent than most people; ami all that ym 
want —he. the mere prarftee «»f emupo at mu I ran -’apply, 
or the devil's in it Keep thin matter a dead seme!, and look 
knowing when Waver ley is spokm* of, If n*ii are not 8n John 
Fain tail, you are as good a man as Itt% ami ma\ therefor*' fare 
Colville of the* bale. You toai believe 1 don't want to make 
you the author of a book you have t\v% er seen ; hut if people 
will, upon their own judgment, Mipptwe bo, ami aha* on their 
own judgment give you L.*>00 to Us your hand on 11 novel, I 
don’t see that you are a pin's pond the worse, Miinl that 
your MS. attends the draft. I am petfeefly serious ninl emifh 
dent, that in two or three months you might clear the mU*. t 
beg my compliments to the hero who is afraid of .Jeffrey’s 
sealping-knife.” 

In truth, no otto of Heotbs intimate friends ever had, or 
oould have had, the slightest doubt tin to the parentage of 
Wavcrloy; nor, although lie abstained from rnimmistteahug the 
fact formally to moat of thorn, did lie ever after! any real eon- 
cealmtmt in the rime of swell persona; nor, when any or 
mtmtmim mom whkdi rendered the withholding of’ direct 
confidence on the subject tue<>tii|»atihln with perfect freedom 
of fueling on both sides, did he hesitate to moke the avowal. 
Nor do I btdbve that the inystiliriiliitfi ever anew eied murh 
purpose among literary men of eminence Itnynml the node «d 
his personal Hut it would lb iSitllmlt to Btip 

pose that hn had over wished that to la* utherwt »**; it »*§•§ 
sufficient for him to set the uioh of renders* nl gage, and above 
all, to escape the annoyance of having production;*, actually 
known to b© his, made tint daily and hourly topira of dt**eiH« 
sion in Ws prfiaenrip— esirrinlly tpcrlupM productions m n 
new walk, to which it might Im tintiiiiilly Mtp|»med that hord 
Byron’s poattaal iiicc'iiistis had diverted liitu. 

Mr. Jeffrey had known Scott from Im youth and iti review* 
ing W&varbv he was at no pins to etif§f!««il Iilg mmimmi «if 
its authorship, fits quarrelled m itiintl with eartdtnifittt'jui of 
style and some inartificialilles of plot, but tendered jiwtiiii 
to the substantial merits of the work, Tlio Quarterly win fur 



rrnuoATios of wavkulkw 


l# *hh favourable. Indeed the articles on Wnverley ami Guy 
Mauneriug in f hat journal will hmu* the tost, of ultimate opin¬ 
ion an badly an any eritieal pieces which otir time him pro¬ 
duced, They arc written in a captious, eavilling Hiniin of 
quibble, which shews an complete hiiiuIncan to the essential 
hiterrst of the narrative, as the critic hetrays on the subjeef of 
the Seottmh dialogue, v\hich forms its liveliest ornament, when 
he pronounces that to he ** a dark dialect of A uglified Krse." 
Wit h thin remarkahle except ion, the censors of any note* were 
not alow to confess their belief that, under a haekuev ed name 
and trivial form, there had appeared a work of original erne 
tivr genius, worthy of h*bng placed by the side of the very few 
real masterpieces of prone tietioit. Loftier roiimiiee w m never 
blended with ember, quainter humour, by < Vrvnntem In his 
familiar delineations lie had eomlhned the strength of Smollett 
with flic native elegance and unaffected jiatlios of Goldsmith; 
in his darker scenes lie had revived that rent tragedy which 
appeared to have left our theatre with the nge of Hlinkspeitre; 
Hilt I elements of interest so ill verse Iwd Iteen blended and 
interwoven wit It that nameless grime, whieb, more surely per* 
haps than men the highest tier feet ion in the command of any 
one st min of sentiment, marks tin* mnatermuml eimt in N&tuma 
most felnbtoiiM mould. 



UIIAPTKU VIII. 

Publication of tha Lord of flu' Wes ninl Unv Maimcritm - 4! with 

Byron •— Carlton Huttsi’ tiiftitrr Ksouriii*m 1 *< I* o imMS’Stmit #»f 

tins Flold of Waterloo Paul** L*4Wm Tin* Xnii^nm % IUmH the 

I burnt less — mid tin* flwt ‘TuU^h of my I#iiiitll^»r*l, I*C* HW> 

Thk voyages and these gimtl news no til hint hack in high 
vigour to bin desk at AblwtHfurd. For lighter work he luul »ti 
hand tins Momorio of tlit* Suiuervillo.s, n very rurmun apcciittcu 
of family history, which lie bad undertaken to edit at the re¬ 
quest of his iifiiglilwur Lord Htiittrntile, Tliin wa* t ml dialled 
in October. His serious lalwntr wan mi tins Lord i»f the Isles : 
of which only throo <mnU>* had hwii written when hetumcludinl 
his bargain with CoiiNtablo. Ho had carried with liitti in the 
Yacht some proof-»hoeti of a lit tie Wilt that Ihdhixtty ne was 
printing, entitled Poem* illuHtrutive of Tradition** in fhttbmay 
and Ayrshire, by Joseph Train, Htijtervtsf.tr itf Kxei*e nt C;i?*tle 
Stewart: and, ‘being struck with the note*, wrote, on hi* 
arrival at home, to the author, whom lie had never aeen, re* 
questing information concerning the nnm of Turnlierry, on 
the Ayrshire coast, of which ho wished to mv Munethiiig in 
connexion with one of Bruce** adventure* in the forthcoming 
poem. Mr. Train did much more than Heutt hud mount to 
ask; — for ho hint never himself Iwen nt TurnWrry — List in* 
stantly rode over the hills to the and traimiintteil ample 
details of the cmatltt and all its legend* : — not timiiitug 11 local 
superstition, that on the ntmivermiry of the night. wl»mi Bruce 
landed there from Arran, the meteor i«* gleam which had at¬ 
tended his voyage reappeared unfailing) v in the Mine ijmirter 
of the heavens. What two Scott made * J ibis and wilier part* 
of Mr. Train 9 * paper, we mm from tin* fifth rntilowf the Lord 
of the Isles and its note* i and the date of the comiitumvattou 
(November 2 ) i§ therefore inifiortaiit m to the hwtorv «f the 

AAm ■*%.!% **4 4*1 #%« * Itiii 4*1* •«« «•«.»#» 4rt* .. t**i*»l*i *» 1 * > , IP *» I 



anltcmtfit, dropi nil notion uf mithnrahip in hi# own jtarHon* 
anti dovoiod hi# loimtr© with moat g©u©roun assiduity to th© 
©nil©td i©n of whut©v©r HtnrioH h© fuu©i©d liktdy to h© of its© to 
his ittnv iiof|tiitiiil4i.iit»P» who* nf'f«n’ on© or two titan!iitga, hint 
impr©H#©d him with tmhutmdod ©uthuHiusm of uttuchmout* 
To no on© ittiiiviiltnil did Snot! own so mtirlt of tin' mutoriuls 
of Ian tiovols: attil otto of fitt* vary ©urliosi pa<’k©ts front Cast to- 
St© wart { Nov©mb©r V ) ©ontuiund a ballad ©ull©d th© ihtrlium 
(«urlaud t wlsirh, mvtvtitg Srott*# fwollorttoti of a story told m 
his youth I iy u servant of It in fat hnr’jt, ,untia*.diHi th© ground 
work of 111*' sorotid of tin* sorios. Juntos Iliillnttlyti«% itt writ¬ 
ing hy dosir© of “‘fit© Author of Wav nr toy M to M tss Kdgowort It* 
with u ©op\ id tin* fourth ndition of that tttiftd (Novnmhnr It), 
mnitliottnil that uitothor might soon bn ©tftwlwl; but* m lie 
mldoth that it would tmii of itiiuitinw ittorn juiuiont I hint those; 
of 17 do* it tn ©lour that. no out It it** nwttthititg that of (Itty 
Munuoring wrn fltnit in ih© priut©r*s vt«w; tittmi probably 
Huott hud ibgittfiotl to him that It© dotugnml to h audio th© p©« 
riot I of I It© t 'ovommtor*. Tlwr© nut, I think* bn m Hit It* doubt 
that It© lmg;m titty MiitifinrtttfC m mum iw Truitt** jmj«.ir of tli« 
Tilt Novoitilior mudind hint. 

If© writ©#* oft tfm JWUli l>o©©*iili©r, to C’oii«t4ihl© that It© ® 4 ttilil 
©orro©t©d tin* Inst proof* of lit© Lord of tit© 1*1©#, and wiis sot- 
ling out for Ahtmtsford f« rofrosh fit© mnohiito.” Ami in ifhiit 
di«i Id?t rofroslitftout of fit© titiudtitio ©ottsist? Tit© fiftottt was 
iitfltiiAltnil nit tit© I At It January; and It© says* tm that cloy, to 
Iftirrill* ** I want lit shako my ant f fro© of \Vavorl©y» and nci- 
©ordtugly hav© fitiiiln n ©nti*tdor&I»lo ox©rtiou In ffitwh mi odd 
lit It© fid© within sutdi tint© ini will mystify th® publics I trust 
—- iinliiifi tliuy suppos© m© to tm Itriumu*. Two volumo# 
nr© at mudy priutod, and I h© only p%mmm in my mftti<l«nei f 
W, Krskiuo and llathinlyms urn of opinion that it w iiincdt nitiro 
iiit©rn#tt»in titan Wuvnrluy, It ir* a tain of privat© lifts nml 
only vartod by lit® fniiltnw ©xjilnili of wiittgglfirii nitd fixitiiti- 
ui©n. ff Huy lliiiiiinfing wm publiHlunl on III© *4tli February 
— Unit in, ©mi uTlf two motiilti aftor ill© I#ord of fltn wna 
citiimtaaod from tlie author*^ di«k ; and - making tail a nnrniw 
utlowumm for I lie oprultoiot of Hi© jirintor, ImioE- 

mdlor, Arts* I flunk III© tlat.©a I liav© gnftinml fonotlnsr confirm 
fi»ti mmmuj of wliut I tutw oftuii hoard Hn»tf any, flmf lit« 
iiMttni novid “wait ih© work of mn w©©k» ni ?i Ohriatmim. 11 


Hiioh wiw Itii mupo #t for riTmutitng th© 

I i«n mirry In trnv© to tuld* tluif thin «iw©ri^ of IiitMiur^Iikii 



period, wan tin* re.su It nl ihiYu'nhwn about I \w «ln*t **i 
Ballantyneb hills. 

Finding that (unstable would not inrH im wm *.i 
of thaw matters, Mr. John suggested to Srntt !h,*i 
house might prove more accommodatin'* *t h* 
to offer them not only the new* novid, ho! th«* to \i 
the established favourite \\ uwnh \ hot u p^n # - t 
proposition Scott at once set hi# “ l >*’at b.hn 

“ your expedients are all w retched. an far a.n rrga 
never will give <'unstable, or any one, t** .? 

broken my word with him in the slightest dcgirc 
everything else, 1 will at least keep my honour sin 
and I do hold myself Umnd in honour to *«i!n him a 
while he shall continue to compn w it It lb* 

The result was, flint Messrs, Isuigmnn Hid* »'!«•# L tb» 
tiering, relieving *1 *>lui of noun* *4 lie, tntrtit«b«'t ing 
Longman, in complttuiee with Scott V wish, admitted 
to a share in the ad veil I it re; ittttl w till one or two < 
originating in cmnunstiuieeH ttenrl) nsn$Lit% the hot 
stable published all the »iiimi % «|ti«*nf nov» hi 

I must not, however, forget tJnil tie* Lord »J flu 
published it txtonth before Uuv Mnonet mg The j»o 
oeivad with ntt intercut. nttirli heightened Li the 
growing success of the mysterious Wntcrhy Ii-i *< 
go rapidly following that novel, and accompanied w 
nouneement of another nrose Lilts just aUmt to p»* 
by the same hand, nttd confounded the m 

ntm The more augmdmta few pant ft* themselves 
making one serious effort more in hi* old hu r t nm 
will ho determined whether lie 4mm or doe# not 
renounce that for lib new one. 

The most important remark?* of the jirineifsi! Hr 
the details of the plot ami execution nf*’ aim* tu*d 
edition of the poem; mid dim *neh <ut etar! nan 
Judgment in two masters of their railing, .is had m 
been exemplified tti the professional criticism «4 In 
romances* The def«M*t# which t#dh |w*mt nut, *m\ I 
bat too completely explained by llir piereditor «dji 
the rapidity with which this, file la«t nt those 
aaoes, had been thrown tiff; tim do J see that either 
has failed to do iitffleietit jtndiec to the l*%tut i«*# whs 
the imperfection* of the Imrd «#l the Ubm *^*epf 
the whole character of it# real It%♦!•*, mid t 

of the Battle of Bnmwekhnrti, which, mm If# it on, 


these works from something like the same point of view, does 
not appear to me in the slightest particular inferior to the 
Flodden of Marmion. 

This poem is now, I believe, about as popular as Kokeby; 
but it has never reached the same station in general favour 
with the Lay, Marmion, or the Lady of the Lake. The in¬ 
stant consumption of 1800 quartos, followed by 8vo reprints to 
the number of 12,000, would, in the case of almost any other 
author, have been splendid success; but as compared with what 
he had. previously experienced, even in his Eokeby, and still 
more so as compared with the enormous circulation at once 
attained by Lord Byron’s early tales, which were then follow¬ 
ing each other in almost breathless succession, the falling off 
was decided. One evening, some days after the poem had been 
published, Scott requested James Ballantyne to call on Mm, 
and the Printer found him alone in his library, working at the 
third volume of Guy Mannering. — “ Well, James,” he said, u I 
have given you a week — what are people saying about the 
Lord of the Isles?” — “ I hesitated a little,” says the Printer, 
“ after the fashion of Gil Bias, but he speedily brought the 
matter to a poiut — ‘ Come,’ he said, ‘ speak out, my good fel¬ 
low; what has put it into your head to he on so much cere¬ 
mony with me all of a sudden ? But, I see how it is, the result 
is given in one word — Disappointment .’ My silence admitted 
his inference to the fullest extent. His countenance certainly 
did look rather blank for a few seconds; in truth, he had been 
wholly unprepared for the event; for it is a singular fact, that 
before the public, or rather the booksellers, had given their 
decision, he no more knew whether he had written well or ill, 
than whether a die thrown out of a box was to turn up a size 
or an ace. However, he instantly resumed his spirit, and ex¬ 
pressed his wonder rather that his poetical popularity should 
have lasted so long, than that it should have now at last given 
way. At length he said, with perfect cheerfulness, ‘ Well, well, 
James, so be it — but you know we must not droop, for w© 
can’t afford to give over. Since one line has failed, we must 
just stick to something else: ’—and so he dismissed me, and re¬ 
sumed this novel. ... He spoke thus, probably, unaware of 
the undiscovered wonders then slumbering in his mind. Yet 
still he could not but have felt that the production of a few 
poems was nothing in comparison of what must be in reserve 
for him, for he was at tMs time scarcely more than forty. An 
evening or two after, I called again on him, and found on the 
table a copy of the Giaour, which he seemed to have been read- 



mg. Having an enthusiastic young Inly in my hmuu 
him if I might furry the hook home ttifli me, h u ♦ U 
glance cm tin* autograph Hu/mi, 1 To ike Shmmeh of j 
from one of hi* mhjvt't*' instantly retracted ins rt’t|uc*t 
I hat! not observed Lord IH nnxn imu nptmu before, 
inscription ?* Haiti ho; ‘Dyes, l hud I or gut, hut mum 
no inscription, yon are equally welcome/ I again U 
and h« continued —■ * dimmn, Byron fat ♦ the mark *hc 
even pretend to tied go my arrow/ At iIiih tune he 1 
seen Byron, hut I knew he mount soon to !« m I a oi4 # 
no donfit, the* mighty consummation *4 the so*” line « 
bards would he iieemuplished * and 1 venture*i to'<*:§ 
must he looking forward to it with some tutorc'if. 
tenanee became fixed, and In* nuswen-d tm jueva 1 *d 
coursed In a iniiiutf* or two afterward* he r«mo from 
paced the room at a very rapid rate, « hieh wa* lim }# 
certain moods of iiiind, then made a dead halt, and bur 
an extra*vagan/a of laughter, 4 •! attic*/ cried Ism * Hi 
what Byron should say to me when wo are uliciut in m 
other— 

Art them the niiin whom turn famed Orlmli* cull f 

And then how germane would Im my answer — 

Art thou the still more famed Tom Thumb ilia amalt I 1 

This/ 1 concludes Mr. li, w kopfc him full of unrih for 
of the evening,” 

The whole scene is delightfully characteristic: awl 
of Hoott than of his printer; for I In! Inn! v inn with al 
found worship of his ltcttcfuotor, mm an iiii*l«iiliting a 
in u the decision of the public, or rather of the Umk 
and among the many absurdities mi** uhtch he* rove 
the popedom of Pafernonter Bow led low, I never * 
consider with sjimal nstoiiudimcit!, the f inlity mitti 1 
seemed to have adopted the notion that the Byron *4 
really entitled to supplant Beoft m a popular poet, 
elating, as no man of his t&lnnt* eonld fnil s« do, tin 

f low and depth of Cltildo Harold, he \%\mn% 4 
Had to the fact Hint in the Ujuotir, the Unde of 
'Parisian, and indeed, in nil hi* early narratives tl% i 
at least half Ids success to isinliitiiiti of Broth and t 
share of the rest to the lavish «ne of materials wl* 
never employed, only lii« gentnn wm under i 


iuu*o of high fivlitijm iif' moral iwtitudo. All thin Lord Byron 
himMoif moo urn to havn foil most cmitfdt'ti'Iy: wittuw* hi» lottom 
ntitf dinrioH ; and I think I him* munv avmptoniM that lioth the 
dnoimott of lb® million, and tin imlox, u llio tlortsion of tlat.t book- 
Hollom,” lend flit* Hum® wav at }»rr.Htmt. 

If Jititunry Brought ♦* tli:4;i}i|«iinf motif," thorn wan abundant 
couHolutmn in at on* fur 1‘Vhruary lK|f»» tiny Manunriug whh 
mmi vod with ragor ourionitv, and ftroittitmrrtl by acclamation 
fully worthy to rdturo I ho Intiioiini of Wavorloy, The cany 
trati?4|»iinnii flow of m .< :*fvlr ; the hnmitifiil litin 1 4u*iland horn 
Hint thorn I ho wild uolcmtt magnificence of tin Hk etc hen of 
Hcmiery ; tin r.tfml, e\®r height* mug interest of the narrative; 
tin' iitiiifiViioiI kiiiilliiir^Hof feeling, tti«* manly futrity of thought! 
everywhere mingled » it It a gentle humour ami a hutimlyniigimtty; 
hut, nhmo nil, fin* m*|i variety anti nkilfut centrunt of idifimeteri 
iiiit i matinem at onre frerdi in lint ion, amt nintn|iotl with the tm« 
forgeable Mail of truth and nature; these worn charntH that 
Hjmke to innri heart anti mind ; ami tin* few murmur® of pedant ia 
eritiemm were loat in the voire of general delight, which never 
fail** to welcome I tin invention t hat introduce® to the aympathy 
of ttiiiigiiiiittnii ii now group of immortal mil it inn. 

The first, edition wtrn, like flint of Waver ley, hi three lift!® 
volume®, with n humility of jttijier tout printing which the 
mouitont unveliMt. would now dtaduiit to imitate; the price a 
guinea. Th® 2 mm 1*0pie® of which it tuiUHintml were Hold tlui 
tiny after the publication j ntitl within throe month® name a 
Hecond mill n third impremdon, making together IKMK) cttijiiis 
morn. Of the Htih®emiout vogue; it, in needleu* to Hpeak. 

On tii« rming ot tlie thnirf of Bmudott in March, Boott w®nt 
liy ®ea to hiniiliiii with tint wife and their oldcut girl, Bix youm 
had oliifiswl ninee ho limt nt>|HUtred in ilia tiietropoliH; iitiif taril- 
limit m hw reception fnul then tuieit, it wan HtilHnort* ®o on tit© 
prcHtutt (Ha*aHtoti. Hriillwut liiwl litvn vinited in tlw ititeriitt., 
ciiiiolly from tlw* iiilnivit nxedted liy liii writiugH, hy crowdH of 
tlio Kn«ii4i iinhility* iiumi of miioin had found introduction to 
Ida jiowoiinl iir»|miinta*iro - not u fttw Inn! jairtnkrii of his 
limijiitulity at Aalmaitid or Ahhnt^fowh The gonomtion among 
whom, 1 jiro?4is»fM$ goimm of thia iirihir fhcili hi® own inhiiwio© 
with tint nnmdiMi ami noiithlonun on wlu»an froth 

ttiiiuk innl nitw ho tnm liitimidf tiifiit© tiny limt iiiiltdililii ini- 
im^Miou® - th® gomwatton with wlurno onrliont romance of tilt 
fioart and funny Irn idea had Itom hlotittifh wan now grown to 
th® full Hint urn; tint »iifa f rtn of tfu»«o rornnl notnla, on 
mmy tiihl®, tlio iiihjoct of ©vi* ry imii vormitmn, had, with tht^® 



who did not. doubt their parent. em, lui ntm** tli.u 
weighed his devimuf ion, duhtmm „ii i * - r .ill in the p*« 
aneo; while tin* my story tli.it hung miT in»-m ipur! 
curiosity of tho hesitating and conjee!unug tuuu\ 
naimi on whioh ovor and anon some ue« nicum >l.mn 
lated ntronger suspicion* Intuited larget tlir«*«i :lt th> 
which ho had thought tit to vn\ **h«j» if. .\Ihio* o* t, i 
period of high national prido ami escitein* nt At v.t 
Prince and people were woil prepared t*» Ltd him \ 
perhaps than any other master <4 tho pen, had rmit 
HU, stain the spirit of Kmrltnd th rough 1 «n* 1 he 4 pc; 



Hail lie had written a month or two beloie *’ Mat 


mind to he stared at ouh a little i«m than tie* i '/,tr of 

or old Biheherd* 


And now took plane Janies Ballaitty lie's " urn:!iH ei 

tion of the minding of tin* t wo bards ,* 1 *• Uep*u i, M > 
to Moore, u hud prepared me to meet n man id prettl 
and a quick temper* and 1 hud Home doubts m bribe 
liktdy to Huit each other in society, 1 was 110**4 ugp* 

appointed in thin res pee t, l found feud By ton 111 tli 
degree courteous, and even kind. We no t lor an !e 
almost daily, in Mr. Murray's drawing and tom 
deal to say to each other. We also nod floqneuth 
and evening society, so that for about tiv»» in«»nllri 
advantage of a eouaiderabh* intimacy with flm *imt 
individual, Our sentiments ;|greed a g»«»d dr.d, r\i 
the hu Idee is of religion and |wditieH, upon neither ol 
was inclined to believe that Lord l!vrou entertained 1 
opinioiw, I remember say mg to him, that I really tie 
if he lived a few yearn he would alter Im sentiment 1 * 
swered, rating sharply mipjiose yon are one of 1 
prophesy I shall turn Methodist.* { replied * No 
expect your conversion t«» tie of mud* an ordiuari, kind. 


rather look to see yon ret real upon the (‘at Indie faith 
tinguiah yourself by the austerity of 1 our penancm, f I 
gravely, and seemwt to allows ( might i*e right Ot 
he used sometime* to express a high Urufi of %\h- 
called Liberalism; but it apjwmted to me that the p 
afforded him, as a vehicle fur displaying Im %% it ,* 
against individuals in oflieo, was at the Mftup of flu 
thinking, rather than any real mmnvimt of the |«*lit 
eiples on which Im talked. He was certainly prmi 


tauk and aurirut faintly, and* in that run prut, an much an 
unaforrat a a w us rnn.'ir.tnii with good artmr amt good hrrrdtng, 
Somr dmgtnta* how adnj«trd I know ih* t, arriurd to uit* tu luivu 
gium tin,*i perutiar ami tun it appratrd tu tut*j ront radirtnry 
rant of mint!; hut, at hrart, l would hair Imurd Byrun a 
putririan on pnmuplr. , . . Lord Byivadmg ditl not, 
nrrm to ii m * to h;ix r hrrn vrry rxtrusivr, nthrr m p< »rt rv «>r 
hmtory. Having thr udvautugr of him ns that nv.prrt, ami 
jHisarnauig a good romprlntt a hart* of Mirh rmdutg as h. lift la 
iv.uh l wm inuiirt imt*i uh!r to put iimlrr hm rv r uhjrrt a whirh 
had for him tin* thtrrml of novrlfy, I ivmriuhrr partimdarly 
rrpra! tug to him thr him port» of Ilardy kitul*•, an imitation 
of t hr old SruUmh hall,id* With w hudi hr wn\ m» iiturh alfrrtrd, 
that at *utr on** w lit* \\ 4a in lltr mm m apart inr uf uskrd mr \\ hat. 
I roiild jioHNihl\ hau* hrrn tolling By t'«Mi hy whir It hr wan 
Ho liiurli iigitatrd. , , . t*ikr \ hr old In* run a m } luiurr, VI r 
r xrhaiignl gif hi, I gavr By run a hraufiful daggrr iiioiinlrd 
with gold, whirh hud hrmi tin* property of thr tvdoithtrd Klfi 
I fry But I wm tu play tin 1 purl of Hu nurd m t hr ! Had, for 
Byron ?irut tft«\ mmm ftittr aftrr, a fnrgr nrpulrhtu! vaar of 
mh«*r If ua t f nl! t*f drad uitui'a hours, ami had in .rriptions 
on two iiidr>i of thr Ini ar ( hir ran IIium; ‘ Thr hottra run* 
tailirti HI t Ion nrn wrrr ftnilitl III rrrtaili aurirut nrpuh'hrrH 
ivithm thr long ualls of Atlima, in thr month of l*Vhruury 
INI Id llir itflirr faro Iwgira I hr line* of «f in rnal * Erpt nilr 
itiifiis in ttur*' mi/umti in mi it'a f J/oi\t mthi futvtuf 
tfminiutt% mnf h**minnm ror|#iijr«l«d To filler 1 havr mhh # d 
a fluid iii’ifi iptioiu in fttrar won la ■ " Thr gift of laud Byron 
to Waltm Srott " Thrrr wm n Irffrr with tliifi vin«% fttorr 
vnhi.ihtr to inr thail thr gift tfirnlf, from ftir liiiuhirriti with 
whirh thr ifuttot* r\pm-mod hi in aid f toward?* inr, I Irff it 
tint unilly in t hr urn with t hr Iwmrii; hut it in now minning. 
Ai thr tlirff. wm not of ii jiutiirr tu i«» prurfiar*I hy a mrrr 
il«unr^tir, t uni romptdlrd to tlm mhonpitallty of mmw 

indiv iiltuil of highrr atiitiou, imrnt unituitoualy r^rrrinrd rrr 
taiidy * uftrr n hat I tiitvr (inr niikh tin our wilt prolnildy 

rim*nr to imrnd of pouairriinij thin htrrary i’iiriu»ity, Wr !mi! 
it good drai of himdunp* I rrmrmiirr, on wlrnt thr pnhlir might Ihi 
mippoartl tu think, ot iui \, riiiirrmiiig thr gloomy and omiiioUH 
nuturr of inir iiiiitnul itilin. Hr wmioffrti nirhuirlioly — ahiumt 
gloomy. Wlirni I oliHrrvnl him in thin humour, I iwnl rithrr 
to wait tall it w nit off uf it« own arrord, or tit! muhu uiiiiintl 
mill riiiiy iiimlr ormirria! of Imiling him info ronvumition* whim 
thr ftltiitltfWfi lUmoHt iilwuyu Itifl hi a roiifitriiaiiur, hkr thr inbi 



rising from a lundstMpe. In eonversut joti, lie w.m 
mated. ... 1 think I al.su remarked in Ins tempn 

suspicion, when hr seemed to pans** and cun mlm 
than* had not horn a secret, and pet-hup-* oilrm.ne, in 
something casually said to him. In ?hr» ra •** l al¬ 
ii host to lot his mind, likr a troubled spi mg, u *n-k in 
which it did in a minutr or two. I was f.»n idn.d 
you will recollect, than my noble fro nd, and had s 
to fear his misconstruing nty soilstti**?iH tmuiil * him 
I over the alight rat reason to doaht that \ he\ « e i e 1 
turned on his part. If 1 had on-a o« >n to hr imu ? di» 
display of grains whirh throw into 111«* ’dude im h pi 
as 1 was thru supposed to p*»^ ohs, I might r« om*>1 
that-, in my own east*, the material** »d mental happi 
born mingled in a greater propmtsou ... I h.n 
continued to think t hat a crisis of hid u ;m an nrsl, m 
now career of fame was opened to lain, and that hat 
permitted to start upon it, he would haw- obhnu uted i 
ory of such parts of Ida life as tneiid i would wt*»h to 

It was also in the spring of I & I d lit it Scott had, ha 
time, tha honour of bring presented to tie Prime |h‘g, 
Royal Highness, on reading hi * Kdmbur h Adbo 
to William Ihtmlas* flint ** Waller Scott’*-* ehainuug b 
about the laureateship made him doubly de-nr**** , »»f •,** 
at (lariton House: ” and there had Uwn nther tue.vM ; 
the Prince’s librarian. On Imanag hem \J v t‘t* 4 i 
Secretary to the Admiralty I that Scut! was to hr in 
the middle of March, the Prim r said - " Lei me fun 
he comes, and I ’ll get up n ,*nug little dining tun 
bint;” and, after he hud been presented umt g* em 
ceived at ilte /rm\ he was touted to damo am 
through his excellent friend Mr. Ad ns a tuft? i .uiri ■ lm 
Commissitmer <if tin* Jury f \*urt tti Scutlunhd w ho 4 * t 
held a confidential office in the royal !i«itt.?«4mM Th 
had consulted with Mr, A data also im fo the < . uup m/k 
party. “ Let UH have,” said he, " just a few he on , #*t 
— and the more Scotch the better ; ” ussd Ueh lie- He 
missioncr and Mr. Uroknr assure me that the pat H 

1 This most amiable amt feuembl# tny deur 

friend, died at Edinburgh on llw 17th February I ami, in tim m i 
his age. He retained his strong mental fnmtii«H iu t* jnf 

to the last days of this hum life, mitl with them the warmth *<r « 
lap which had (mdtmrect him to all who were ««» happy ** t*» 
opportunity of knowing him — to tmm simre tlmii Hnuit, 


mi' mi! 

ruitijptl anl, 1 b«*l m v« 

(«i *rt It »n 1 1! it * 14 M a j»| * i * 


ugr*'**ul»lo uur in 111 mr rmtlhnlton, It 
fli*’ I Mliu' «*! \i»rk flu* hilt* J > 11H * ♦ of 

'■» • R 11 ii?i! I % s flu* 1, 4 1 * * M ar«| nraa of 

I fort tot'd illmn I,Mi«i \ aniiMtit It * t )u* Hurl of | *i {»* anil 
S»*otr.*i *\tt h ftt*‘fi*l I M * Kill**, “ I'bi* 1 ’insrt* and Sr« I /* 

.*ul\,‘i M I I I ‘ ‘Ikd , “ l\r|i* 11 m 1 ! n m li|t* ,1 1 * j | ] Ij.ih! J mi \ | r ] |r|\4 ||| 
llirir M‘\ rial \\ a \ >, that I luu* *• \ rj ij,i{»| »rn«‘d to lnrrf ; fht*y 
tti’H' I H <! Ii .l«,l!r MI I Iji-'i l Jt */"/» „ an«l |ii»l !| r w 3 !i‘fl I Jirin 1*1 *» I', t lint 
i • \ r 11! 11 *' ’ ** Oji 1 1 1 j In Ini » II* » I I If} r* *11J;: 1 1 # >3 3 j >*, I l r.|| I \ mmIi lij 

I jm| divnir « liirli m! tln'Jil >li* *11 * •* I hr Jin >:U. Tim Kr ! .*rltl 

\\ ua riirli.ilil »*d u i 11 1 Sr»tf | > ,i j S» * *| I Halit liiui; ;t 1 1 * I oft all 111'* 

'ail r-iVi jii»• 11 1 via!* in London, In* \\;iu a frr<|urut guont at flit* 
nnal tub!.-" Tin* l.i.nl <1 n«i t *Miuiai l aoiirr tvim‘mbor* that 

t1 to I *n vi a i j »*ii f tr u !a i! v * jn'Iiglff nl ttifli tin* jjut*t *h uimrdotrM 
i 4 flit 1 old j niar.-i an«l latt \ rfn. \\ bird (mi Royal !f igh 

foam Mfiiurt star i # >*{ >! In ! < i *! 5 * * j < *h > traita of rorfntti rnitiftod 


ji,lgr ! » of lit t u\k ji n% ifij.y fit IHI’O, Si of t f old, Itfffoftg of Iloi'M, a sfofV 
u liirli It** iia * l*»nR <4 tolling; and fho rumuinutun of Ihh Ro fc V nl 
lligliii* '■<:i ot* h»*ai tug R ♦itau?o*it Si*cit t, tt In i of ton iiiiait ionnl ii 

ilftrru Hit!;*, *t‘lir itlirrtlofo la filial I rialutfi J udgr, \\ hrttf'Vt*? 

hr wont on n jiartn*uh»r nmiil, \s an in lho habit of umfttig a 
grit! IrtJi'itt of good folium* in t ho iinghliniifliooil of olio of f|tc» 
mmi/v f*»tt ion uml U.iuifg a! haaat on* m ;|$f, \\ hah* Long both 

nt flirnt ai'ilml rlo* > jd h» t , th* \ tinttnlh rutirliifloil witlitliotr 

RlUfiitlto i**wn\ i Ha* Sgi iin; rirriut tin 1 but I In Wuu Uot iloriiftnl 

lit thin liliaik, 'Mi t lio »t li»i 14 WroR t hiimlil, f Sitlt?lt oVtl 
ooiuo Rn* k tliia guto in fl»o IsatnofR, ami lot t!n^ gumo lit* owor 
for ftio |*ro:M'iit ; ’* ninl l» i« k tin rauio tsi i Htotn’r, hilt not In Inti 
obi tnoitR'a iio'sjnf iiblo Iioirno ; for tliat g«a»t|oiniyi lunt in flip 
uifHam boon aj»|*f ohnutbnl i»n a ragitul I'luirgo (of forgory b ittiil 
llifi litooil Oil III* 1 /W’!» nii;4 or lint, of (lioiit* who WPftl 

lilutiii to l«* trini iimlrr In:* fonnrr gmvntV iiti^jiirou, l*iio laird 
\viii4 inti trio* I ami t nod urrorditigly, ami f hr* jnrv ridurimtl a 
vordmt of j/adfy, riir dudgi 4 furlliwitb put on Iiin rorktnl lint 
I wiiii'li to flio bliirk ni|i ill Kngkiiidb utid jimmmimod 

tlir m?ffr?nm n| tlio kitt iii tlm tmtml ivnm "* # r«i Ih» luutgud by 
tlrn imrk until y*nt bo doa«l; ninl may tin* Lord havo inrrry 
ti |m til ytnii uiilm§i|iy h*hiI ? Having rontdiidod tlna awful for* 
nmla in hut nil mtiumnw thw *1 tulgo* tli-Himiuniiiig Ids 

lornudablo lamvor, gnvo n fiiiniliiir iuhI to lii^ niifiiriiiiiiita m> 
*|uainliwirt% nml mud to lit in in n wort- of rinirliling whittjMir —* 
** And itmv, Humild, my iiiiiii* I flunk ILo rliorktnaiwl you for 
liiioit* 11 Tito t to go nt linigliitd ln*iirtily nt tlitu ^jtttdiiiiui cif jitdi- 
idiil humour ; and 14 V fit.ilWulfor, 91 li'ind lur, ** ititt* ultl big-wig 



seems to 
Don’t you 

fast— 


have taken things as coolly as my tyrannical self, 
remember Tom Moore’s description of me at break- 


«The table spread with tea and toast, 
Death-warrants and the Morning Post ? 


Towards midnight, the Prince called for “a bumper with all 
the honours, to the Author of Waverley, and looked signifi- 
cantly, as he was charging his own glass, to bcott. bcott 
seemed somewhat puzzled for a moment, but instantly recover¬ 
ing himself, and filling his glass to the brim, said, "Your 
Royal Highness looks as if you thought I had some claim to 
the honours of this toast. X have no such pretensions, but shall 
take good care that the real Simon Pure hears of tfie high com¬ 
pliment that bas now been paid him.” He then drank off his 
claret, and joined in the cheering, which the Prince himself 
timed. But before the company could resume their seats, his 
Royal Highness exclaimed —* “ Another of the same, if you 
please, to the Author of Marmion — and now, Walter, my man, 
I’ve checkmated you for ance,P The second bumper was fol¬ 
lowed by cheers still more prolonged: and Scott then rose and 
returned thanks in a short address, which struck the Lord 
Chief Commissioner as “ alike grave and graceful.” This story 
has been circulated in a very perverted shape. I now give it 
on the authority of my venerated friend. — He adds, that hav¬ 
ing occasion, the day after, to call on the Duke of York, his 
Royal Highness said to him—“Upon my word, Adam, my 
brother went rather too near the wind about Waverley —but 
nobody could have turned the thing more prettily than Walter 
Scott did—and upon the whole I never had better fun.” 1 

The Regent, as was his custom with those he most delighted 
to honour, uniformly addressed the poet, even at their first 
dinner, by his Christian name, “Walter.” 

Before he left town, he again dined at Carlton House, when 
the party was a still smaller one than before, and the merri¬ 
ment, if possible, still more free. That nothing might be 


1 Since this narrative was first published, I have been told by two 
gentlemen who were at this dinner, that, according to their recollection, 
the Prince did not on that occasion run “ so near the wind ” as my text 
represents: and I am inclined to believe that a subsequent scene may 
Mve been unconsciously blended with a gentler rehearsal. The Chief 
Commissioner had promised to revise my sheets for the second edition ; 
oat alas I he never did so — and I must now leave the matter as it 
stands. 


witiitnig, flu* Knurr mtiig srvrral rapital Hongs in tht' rmirna 

of that rvrmng as wtlnvnn tin* liars in Sulhttt Svrvndih -~ 

‘' 1 i* 'V A t *! II Jt*»‘ Will hid flu* lililfH* juiliH, 

I s *'* lianmur. wilh hi?i |*b»trn unil ^1 ;vmh ; 

III 1411 U i V, itlllt' t'AU, »tf f||i* ^ty, 

hn |* uj» il»’ and in |lir lay, 

Sn* li \f*» ji;u rhn !»rni **t>r firrlinrn humour suit* 

lltsl »lr-«J»n|M iiiiifif t»r ftlalrl), nlrm, Ulid 

ttrfuri* hr ri'ttinnnt !<» Kdddmridi* on thr ‘JIM of Mav, fin* 
Hrgrtd Mini! Iiiiii a gold stndf ho\, srt in hnliiaids, with a 
mrdalln»n of In * !u»\a! Highfirssb hrad on tin* lid, *' as a font i» 
Uiouy i w nfr h Mr. \duitt, tu transmitting it) M of thr high 
opinion Iii.h Hu\al liiglinrss outritaiua of your grimiH and 
nirrit 

I traiiHrriho what follows from datura Ikdhiitfvnr*s if mu* 
run ill# ,* ** A ?!*t Mr Srott 'm first iutrrvirw with Ida Hnvnr* 

tdgn» olio «»r two intuuutr frnnids took I hr hhrrty of inquiring* 
what jmlgntmtt lio liatl font on 1 of thr UrgruKs tulrutH V Iln 
itrrlinrd gnisig am ihdtuitr amnvrr lint rrpratrd* that * In' 
was I hr first grid Imuaii ho hat! srrii rrrfamly thr find. 
{%mjii*h in iitlriuaii of" Iiih day ; tlirrr was nomrthing about 
llini ttlllfln tiiilrprtttlrfif ly of tiir flit* '* di\ illit V» \\ Itfrll 

hrdgrs ii king,"’ mat ktsi him ns standing ontindv hy litinsrlf: 
hut iiii to In 11 ahilitm?n ?ij«ikrn of m distinct from Ins tdiitrniing 
miiiuirrs, lt«m rtiiild any our form a fmr jiidgnirni of that man 
mini iftlmdtirrd \\ hat rvrr suhjrrf hr v\um\ dismissed it just tut 
long m hr tdioHia unit dtsimssmi it \%Urn hr Humr ? * n llnlliiin 
tyue adds l# \\ hat I have now to say is morn imjiortitiih not 
only in it all* hnl an it w i!! otmhlr yon to gtvr a It mil roiitra- 
iliiiioii In an itifut n»UH rrj***H w hn h has ben in firm kit ion; 
viw that t Is*’ f firgriit naked him im to I lit’ authorship of Wavon 
hyy, ami rrriavrd j# dmtitni ninl rndidim iliaiiiil. I tiHik tliolinhl 
frrodom of in|iir f ii nr* to know fmm him wind hr r his Ihnit! 
llhiUtwm laid *ju« itiunoil lum on flint inilijrrt, utiti whnt had 
Htwit tun fin,fiW" 1 * 1 '. Hr jiliiftrwl nt Jtir with n look of wild «»n 
|»risr k iiiiii isiid 1 U hat fintiwrr I might linvr iisintr to rnirh 
it Hismitiiiin |»*it to nir hy my Hovi^rrign* f^rhajis I tin tint, of 
nitlirr f«ndi?iji!i I do* know ; inti 1 wna imvrr jmt to tlir tml, 
Hr is far t**o wi ll hint a man rvrr to |nit an ill hmi it 
Itcni.* 1 * 

! hi ring his htdrf rrsidriirit in laditlon, Hrott lout lib tltmr 
friidnt tirorgr Kilts whiidi throw n litmvy idmnl ovrr n liriglit 
nk>. Hilt tlir jnililir rvriita of tlir titiir imwt iilunr Ituvo barn 


suiheient I** keep him in a st at o of I * * i* \ i«I exeitenu 
Ins return h> tho North* Napoleon hint hem full; 
and the allied forees \u*re flint a^Momhhm: m tin* 
His ollieiul duties min| m^ 1 !t s t| him to defer om*e t 
anxiety for 4 *a peep at WVIliugtou ami hi > nourv 
the fain of Europe had ken derided at Wuteri* 
friends won* well tiwtire of his re .minium to muf tl 
as soon as the session wm over; amt ho \erv him 
the proposal of three young uemhhour i ot I weedm 
eager to make t 1h % excursion in tun menu y, 

With these goutIrmni, Alexander Hnsud 1 ' of 
{sijH’O M.P. for Selkirkshire», ffrttre Inm 

Argy le), ami his kinsman, tho Into accompli hs«I 
of (iala, in* loft Kdiuhurgh accordingly on tho “ 
'klmy travelled hy tin* j.tage e*ueh, and to».k tin* u 
bridge; for Unta mid WhpOmnk % both member 4 of 
nitVt worn desirous of showing its jitrhtlor!mo to 1 
After this wish had liceit gratified* they |in«*roi|i»«t 
“Tho weather wiw beiinttftd/ 1 says fAihi, “ so wo 1 
side the murk At starting, there was a general 1 
thirst, the consequents of some experiments over-1 
celebrated bhhop of my Ahnn Mtiftr ; our friend, ti 
in great glee, and never was a merrier fm»kei f Inin 
all the morning. He hud mutt toned its, on Ic.mng 
never to mum namm in such situations, mid our 11 
this rule was row tin led hy some ammnug iitetden 
ample, as we entered the fmvtt where we were to di 
looking man, who was to stop there, took nmniti 
Seott for the pleasure his anecdotes afforded tom ; 
a good memory, sir/ said lie; 4 mayhap, timi% y*i 
write <lown wlmt you hear or Is* a read tug iiImhiI 
swered, very gravity, that he did occasionally put 
notes, if anything struck him jmrticularly. lit tie 
it happened that lie gat on the k*x, while the res 
hedtind him. Here, hy degrees. In* b<*ej*me fih»or)M« 
reflexions, He frequently rejwmtod to httintolf, « 
perhaps, for a good while, amt often arm hut nr nnin 
seeming completely occupied amt innsiwnt, Its* 1 
vastly scientific and rather grave |irufoam>r, in a * 
Benjamin and broad-bruntncil Waver, cant tunny a 1 
long glance at him, evidently iiwperttng that all w 
with the upper story, hut preserved j»*rfrrt polth 
poet was, however, discovered by the wipiiiin of t 
which w© crossed to lltdvoetaluy* 1 and a xiertlmii 


WilM, i’ll 1 * * I! V Hi oott’Jpt|UPtioi< iif' ilii* unoputtifitf tumhlorn in whirls, 

till 1-4 Will fin krfsf < 11 ink tUP III'- ttmilfll 

llrftil'i* .Sritf I Iinr|p’4 1 Hit tt sr It, hr rorotvoii t’on'tt ulthw HOOP | it- 
sum* i»l mi MSIi*r f«* ilunii^ i hi* ji»!irisr\ * a nr nun of 

shotw lu**li ^ ttmliu h <«*h ?<» !i su- Mud) l«»r f mkliral«»a ** Uy 
thr Hrntiitl Work of Sojitpfiilmr **» ami f hourH* *i 1 ll It** t It row ItlH 
tliii!) 1 *" f I * * r ft In Jtl'* mtr info I io* It*! in m| t’MSii iiiuuii .0 mu*, utrau! 
tor an nuariitary group, rofr.mfutg «?| a •ijmi .l«o mi it, a Matm 
tsral 1 ;ms 4* a nuai riot .*\ matt *4 fli v Pro In tn mu |\ irk, ami a 
hrnthor, *i nlnais oils* *-r on halt pin Tito tank mI thm hmt 
|irt\%Mtu « mi r» < point* 4, tirnir% it, minitv wills I hat t*t his u\i u 
ohh 1 hsollnu*, John tt lilt also, Ilk* 1 t hr Major of fho book, 

luiii f»r| \ I lf$ I ll* 1 l hlk** of \ l»rii S 1 Illsf«#rt ItiiHto flllli|*111 f^ll Iif 
Ii'Ui * ihr m trr m only a hlvwUn' dmgumo fur Ins susiit t’htts* 
limn Itatlontui4» alromly o!frit iurtiltmirtl; l#uril Hmttprvilhs 
loin: I’m* ml* of til fho Hiatal of Agririiltsirr» wa* Pants hiirii; 
Hint flu* ?4urw *! mi® I mi Inn*. ii*»t 1 l lr, t Nmghm of i l alasltiols whs 
litf'i 91 liiiitmlor of lliP fcospoj/* Tlt*um rjn .tloa, alfor having 
Isppis t|ovnttro*| Iif tiio lifflo oirolo <ii Attiwifaturti* wort* fnttis- 
iniff«at to Major Joint Hoots* Inn molhot, ittnl Mih* Kuthrrfurtl, 
in Ktiiitiittrnlf ; 1 11 mi Ilnur tiiiinlu linn pav.mt to t to mo *»! J uuwn 
Hal hint v no atnl Mr, l*«r*ktti*s Imth of whom uwurctl mo that 
fho ro|»v tiltiiinitnly Htuti to ll$p prp«tt roijMtntofl, in gmi! part* 
of flu* aloft!ira! iliivfn Mint Inul mirt'oiiisivolf yriirlinl Mo from* 
through tho junit, Tim rrnt )ni4 of' oourno Horn* n« Hulliusiyno 
oijifinomui it, ” a«ttntntiinl mlililoit M ; nil ftto w Irnhs HsniHs 
Lottors It* liifi K iiniftilli itro to )*uM»tt;mlt*rwi m a trim inttl fait Is- 
ltd jiitintiil *4 flini oifioitiiion, Tin* kmdost of Itunltiiiutfi itn«l 
fiitttors tsovor jmrfnt)oil httttiwlf with inoro iiiuiffw-fott truth 
fliiiii in tlifii tutu «*thirty if fiiiofi tin rriilly fiitiaiwl lio wish titnk« 
nigs to fuiftiiiiii llw oliHrmrtor of ** a rrimn ohl Inirhidtu*/’' Tha 
wlioli* malt, juiif m In* vvm> Hfoiitliri iii *nu*rv turn, with nil liiii 
riiiii|a.a«i«iiiiip fittfi lmiiovo|»mt if tii|ialliy of liosirt, all Isis ftlin,r|i» 
inu« of ohnarvattott, mi4 wib*r ilirowilnow of rpfloximi; nil Ini 
outtiiifiiiiifiis for «ttfttft\ for rmiutry lifts f«*r iiuijib iiintitior# 
unit mtiifilo ititfwi uji wills an otjsuilty icl«wiii§f oniliit- 

isiiain* lit wlnrli utility tuny mu tits for flip tiisiost rrlirs of 
foiiifiil iiiitiijmty Hint km!, ttul iofmt, H fiitlii* of jiltVstnil 
rn{itiir«* for t ho u fumiiitatiiiifo of wiir,’* w tools kuirn wit now 
to tho till io*l of iMifimi iiitif ^*irr4lifi*Ilritft-i* I sluiU m»t troi- 
ftiwii on Uip sramiar *if flint iltdtMlilfttl ro«u*ni, i*xoojit l»y i% fhw 
jinrtnnilurs whioh 1 own to tlio jtitttow of tho party, 

I hits I ititiloul ty aotuiow|o4||oi tti tiiu limt lot tor, tlia parmmal 
nttetiliiitii whicsit Ini rontivoit, wltilu its Harm, from !#ft«lf§ Onth* 



cart, Aberdeen, ami < lustlereagh ; and hints Ilia! 
intervention, he hud w if uessed several of tin* :qd»*' 
given by the Duke of Wellington, \t hnv lie saw 
crowned heads of Kuropo grouped among I h*- goll.ui 
who had cut a way for them to tlie guilty capital «» 
ScotPs reception, however, had been dm!imtui died t* 
of which Paulin language giw\s tto n«*t!uii. Tin* X»»l 
above named welcomed him w ith cordial satrduet n»n 
Duke of Wellington, to whom he was lira! pie .rut* 
John Malcolm, treated him then, and ever aiforw.i 
a kindness and coniidenee, whhdi, I lu\o often heard 
ho considered an 41 the Inglean dint met ion *4 ho* 1 
used to loll, with great effort, the euviuirduneo* «4 
duelion to the Kinperor Alexander, at a dinner gn 
Karl of (kttheart. Hrutt appeared, **ti that oreanm 
blue and red dress of the Selkirkshire Inrutcuai 
the ( 'mr'n first question, glancing at In * hrnenemu 
what affair were you wounded ? M Scott mgmiicd 
Buffered from a natural infirmity ; upon whn h the 
said, H I thought Lord Tat heart men! omed that 
served/ 1 Heott observed that the Karl looked u lilt 
ratified at this, and promptly answered, ** (> ye* ; m 
sense I have served — that is, in the yoiutoniry *•» 
home force resembling the Landwehr, or Lamb* 
u Under what. commander? 11 - u Sous M. |r tin lalni 
u Were you ever engaged ? n — 14 lit w»tti«? -light net mi 
as the battle of the Truss rauseway uinl the affao »d 
Mill/ 1 This/ 1 says Mr. Pringle of \\ fi> thunk, - v 
saw in Lord (’atheart’s fare* quite siitlirieiif, m* J»r nu 
turn the conversation to some ether subject M It w 
same dinner that he first mot PlatofT/ who minimi 


a great fancy to him, though* adds my fra ud, M 1 sc. 
think they hint any com men language to coin ewe m 

day, however, when Pringle and Sentt were talking 
in the line de la Pais* the Hetman Iui}*j*enrd t<« 
cantering with some of his ('nmuickit; m mmn m lie » 
he jumped off his horse, leaving it to ftir Pnlk, mid 


* Scott acktifiwleilgt*, In a note tu Ht ttmtftu'* Will { veil, i p 
he tank from Pl&tof this ]tortr«di of Mr. Touchwood ** I tin 
at the distance of a yard or two ftwitiwi tiaSe and n|«|tr 

ckmcdy examined, to be mmnmi with a million of wrinkle*, re 
other In every dirtteiloft puwdbta, but m fine m if drown by tin 
very fine needle, ** This* did mmy little |iei*tiliai'it y teiflain It 
hit memory, to tin tttttd In dun time for giving the air «f 
some imaginary ^menage. 


it|i to butt* kivtrii Itiiu nil mde of th<' chock with extraor¬ 
dinary tfruinii ,iul miri »d all»‘«i ii»u and thru made him 

iiiidn !,iia4, Ih j an aid** dr ramp, that he wished him to 
join liri iff a! tli** next gr«\d r**\ lew, \\ hen ho would take 
rail* III mount liiiii nil tlio griifh'M of his l ‘ kmine horses. 

It will m '••in Iona aiirfu that Scott nht m iti have been 
fitii 1**1 ii nI vuili jiisirli atiriiimii by tho loading soldiers and 
ntatt-mitrii 1*1 Germany then isi l\u'h, The fume of his p<>etry 
h id ah* -oh he* n r?U abb .bed for some y ears in t hat. count ry. 
Yet it no) 1«* *l«»u 1 »f»■*t whether IUui-hor li.itI heard of Mannion 
nut m**te than l*ia!»«tt ; and old lUueher struck Scott's fellow- 
frawlh’S't ,vi t .iking lomo interest in him than any foreign gen- 
oral, oM’o|»t * ad) tin* 11 of mall, 

A striking j».eemce in Ihnd’a tenth lot tor indicates tho high 
in if is »n u luoh Srnti had hu mod of tho {jersonal quulit ion of the 
|h moo nt < Mango. Aflor depicting, with almost prophetic 
uccuruey , tin* dangers to* which t he thou recent union of 1 lol- 
hiiiil and iSelgtum nos it ho oh |«*Hod, ho concludes with express¬ 
ing hi 'i ho|M‘ I hat tho f*i iiuio’iH and sagacity of tho King of tho 
N*’tIirrl.ostl i, and tho admiration whioh Ida heir's character 
and SitMiiin* had at toady excited among all, ovon Belgian 
nh:ioiam „ mt *!»f till tut itrly j»ro*e otlootivo in redeeming this 
ililllimlt n}*omueut from tho usual failure of u ummdowe- 
tmiruimhea, itinl nil tho other terms of modorn dates, 
under rtniM't mu of i% Inrli oil ton and districts* ami ovon king¬ 
doms, tune |*eeu \mmvd from ono government to another, oh 
thi* j*ro|*» rt s *d land# or stork in transferred by a bargain 

ltd%%roit jimato parties.'* 

It ns not 1« frifi otiiiotifi to compare, with tin* subsequent non ran 

of affairs in Kianro, tho following brief hint in Paul's 10th lefc- 
tor “Tito go no ml rally mg |*»tut of tho BtbentHtdes is an 
nvmvoil ilmliko to ftio present monarch ami his immediate eon- 
noxious. They will imrntiris they pretend, so much to tho 
general tnolinaliomt of Kurupe* m to select a king from tho 
|Inttrl»ni ritim; bttl ho iiitmt ho one of ihtnr own choosing, and 
the I hike of I irh‘iitiM ts most fainilinr in their mouths.” Thus, in 
itii very htitljtnd Ittft eye tlotocicd tin* nmjumtkm tit* tpiinze mm! 

kn iot, tho lifomry rcjmiittion of Hcott had tnathi hut little 
way atiiong ilt«» French iiiitioii; hut Homo few of their eminent 
men vietI ovon with llio otittiusiimtic Germans in their courteous 
itnit tinwoiirieil attenlions hi him, Tim venerable (Ihemlier, in 
jiiiiiscnliif, seemed iiniitnw Ui etuhnwm every opjMirtunity of 
uettng iw his rieerritie; and litany mornings were sjumt in 
ettdoringi under his gttidaiiee, the most remarkable seenei and 



i *» *? h 1 


objects oi )ii.st<*real iiis*I nut cpi-it i.its u 

i| H l)t *1 i|ll I >HI uilHOt i, III' JhIHi'I.iI I 11 i I * ”> <.4 * * t 

lUiil his \oung compium »tm at mam-t , b.O 1 m 1 n*t * 
iiprs was tIn U'* nigh! \ |M*isi*io’d to a j*r«‘ni#ini u \ m 
Th(' |«u’t, utt entenng tlir >;il«»*»n, u.i» }*i«-.» n!*'d f* 
whoso phj siognoiny struck ton ;o tur nurti In4* 
over seen; nor was his thsgimf Ir** niml, nhru he I 
minutes afterwards, that ho toto umtotee the 
David u of the blood ;4 sued bninh 

Krom Paris, Mr, Bruce ami Mi, Idso.’h «**j,t hi 
land, leaving tho P**et and Dali to r»ius u tome tog* 
tin*}* did by wav of I>t**j*|**% Bnghtou* and I***nd 
Imre, oil tin* I fill *4 Scplrmbn, tint? Sen!t had l*i 
ing \\ ith H\ run, Me earned Ian \*mug 1'inaid in t 
to rail on Lord 1U ron, a ho agieni to due with tto 
hotel, where ho mot also rimrlot Mathnun and lK 
(«ala tuts recorded if tit his nolo tow*k an f ho m* 
ing day he ever spent, 4 * I low t not i-Viud' hi 
Byrmds knutiftil pale fare, bin* h npmito -go 
But ho wsm bitter — what a ooiitrm*! to Sn4t! A 
anecdotes of British prowess tittd spin!, Sn»u men 
ft yoUUg gOlltleiitilil .. ' laid born imft; 

the huitd while convoying an order lum thr Du! 

staggered on, and delivered lib* mo m\\T w lo o at e 

death, * Ha!’ said Bvrotn * 1 dum*av he vu.-dd d» 

* & 

most people without his head ti mas newr of n 
him, 1 Waterloo did not delight him, pi**bdby 
could talk or tLink of scureely am f long elw “ 
Mathews accompanied them m far is#* Warns n k 
worth, both of which cast I os the §«*et h.*d seen 
now rewwamiuod with particular intftmtn Tin 
night at Sheffield; and early next morn mg s^tt ;♦ 
to provide himself with a planter's knife *4 the tm 
contrivance and ilfttolaed workmanship, I Living ;< 
to hi« mind, and which fur many ) ear** after wiw h 
pcHskoto^om pan ion, ho mTi#f4» his name «n a ear* 
Boott, Ahixitsfordd* and it to |« miff nr 

handle. On his mentioning this iirs|«ii4ifnni at 
young Gala ©xprowod Ids d^m^r* , to i?«|uip Inmm-ti n 
ion, and wiw dmvotoil to tho shop mHirthngly. "d- 
purcdmiici a similar knifit, iunl jirwlncwi hm niiinti 
the engraver, the iinmter outlor oytnl the signs 
moment, and uxoinimoil■—•siohtt H*^tt «4 iLda 
hop© your tiokot may serve tun in m §pn#tt ulumk m # 


Heott's has just done, t pmi my word, one of best men, 
nit Ituftmt i r 11«> \v from 11 it* North, went «*ut of lib senses when 
he saw If he ottered me a Wrrhb w ork if I Would let hint 

keep it In him.sell inn! 1 took St i utttit r;» at it is worth 1 * Hruii 

mod t<» talk of tInn as one oi tin* iiton! pratits ing »iii|»I im«mt h 
he ever reeio\*’» 1 in ion hteian rupueity. 

I it a let ter t»* Mot t it I, It** h,i\ n . ** \\ v v idled f\*ih\ (*a.M It* 

on our rot tint !»» Sn»t laini, iv !iir!i iriitatii », fit point n| mi uat n*u, 
us Itraitlifitl an w hi ti 11o walk?* ttin* ri‘lt*hra!r»i |»\ I tn nI Iltime, 
in the oith rh\ iii«“4 in* tt.n tniT known to 1m* ptitlu of. Here 
they uns trout a pane **1 glass hi an nitt at t urlrnle ; 

• |Irf<’ rtiirli, at *'• i'» n«t break hist sprawl, 

llrfr K<«tlri4 1 b< o M - < t -\V * ?d»»rtrM stpiaU, 

llrfr Si * ‘i * hi ||»t -*4 *|<» 3 ,'ltltrd tfir Wall, 

llttl I‘oil*) *11 Wiilkft III* ‘Ilf 1 for till. * 

Would if tint be a I?niiti ijitt/ In advertise The Poetical Works 
of ikivfti 11 time, with notes, nilit’iil, itiHliiririik anti so forth — 

with nit histonenl tmpitry info the m«• of eggs tor breakfast; 
ii phvsteiit discussion mi the v;mmm of their being a« It I lot I; u 
history of tho Kuglmh t‘hureh muue, and of tin* choir ot f'ar¬ 
tiste tit part nuilar; a full annum! of I ho iili’iit r of 17I*\ with the 
trials, last speeeheH, nsnl so forth of fho poor pim'dx who were 
strapped tip at farlmle; mtii lastH, a full and parttniinr de* 
seriptinuot borln, with tIn* geueulogt of every fitfully whoever 
j«*„HHOhf4oii il 7 1 think, rU'it wifititn! mote fhint fhe usual witstii 

of tuiu'gtu, f ho iWitift of I inrj 1 1 would make a decent twelve 
winlItiig fonrli, t iiitall think iihotit it wdtiut I hiivo oxhliiisitiil 
mint* mvn a f in vrniiun®'* 

fCrarlttiig Ahbotsfurd, Hrott found with his family his old 
frtoiid Mr. Skuno of Uuiiinlavv, who Innl rxmu’fud him to rtinin 
homo mmtwu and Jniimt fhilhintytHU who liiul arrivnl with a 
ropioiift hudgH of bills, rahuidurs, liooluadh^rs’ lot tors, and proof* 
il$witn 4 From ourli of thoso nmiurn timtnonimlii 1 now ox tract 
mi liiionlfito, Mr. Hktuii^s ts t»f a small imou^h mutter, but 
slit l it jdanui tilP iiiiin no coiujdctidy Imforc my self, that 1 
nitt glad lot thought it worth setting down. ** During Hnitt/s 
alisetired* says hii* friend, " his wife hint had the tiny drawing¬ 
room uf tin* e«*t t.nge fittril up with new ehiuU furniture - every¬ 
thing had been set out ill the liest style and she amt her gins 
had twen looking forward to the pleasure wdiitdi they mitijwiied 
till! little airprise of the arrangements would give him. Ha was 
reeeived in the spnn e fresh nwim, set himself eomfortalily down 
in tlni idinir prepared for him, and rmuiwtimt in llw full enjoy* 



went of his own fireside, mid a return to hi% f.imdv ei 
out. the least consciousness that any change had take 
until, at length, Mrs, Scott's patience could hold out 
and his attention was expressly railed to it, Do' \r 
showed at having caused such a disappointno-itf, • 
as amiably characteristic -and in tin* course id tb 
ho every now and then threw out some wont id ado 
rceonsole mam nm." 

Ballantynebs note of their in*\t um inmiv; » etmfmi 
these terms: ** Hi* had jted been rruevntt t a p 


emperors and lungs, vdsieh seemed, like amu hr r I o 
(doth of (odd, to have been go! Up to leahse bidi«i» 
some of his own splendid de awijdions, I i»rgg«*d lu 
me what was tin* general nnpre emm bdi on hm u 
answered, that he might, now sa> he had sem and 
with all ('lasses of soeiet v, from the palace to tIn* *■*»! 
imduding every conceivable shad*' of science and np 
but that he had never felt awed or abashed r M-ept ;tt 
once of one man - tin 1 l hike «d* Wellington. I injur- 


surprise. He said I ought not, for that the I hike e! \S 
possessed every one mighty quality of the mind ns a 1 
greo than any oilier man did, or fuel n«i' done f| 

beheld in him a great soldier and a great %i,if»*'iu 


greatest of earh. When it was suggested that t! 
cm Ids part, saw lmfnre turn a great port and m« 

smiled, and said, * What would the ltube « i \\*' f Uu * 


of a few hitn of aoer/s, which perhaps he had n«*i »u 
for whieii tlie strong probability m that he weuhl n 
sixpence if he had *D You are not,** uohb IWHant 
suppose that he looked sheepish or embaira.v***d hi 
enee of the Duke — indeed you well know that hr do 
could not do so; but the flading, qualified and mod. 
have deserilmd it, unquestionably del mud to a rert*u 
Its origin forms a curious moral problem ; and »m*> 
be traced to a tunirct vmmvmmwnH, winch be might o* 


advert to, that the Duke, however great an u <o*ldi*'i 
man, was so defective in imagination ;m to W uempal 

predating that which hud formed the charm *4 In i »** 
well as of his works. tM 


1 It Is proper to mhl n* Mr. ItitUatiiyn*'* fMttil«ts »f in, 

moral problem," that he wan In til# hitter 4 *u«om» m< 
of the uuke of Wellington 1 ** poHUc*; t« which clrniiiiilaiirfi h 
In these same memoranda, the only efw!f««§s tlmt «>vrr omirrv 
him and Scott. I think It very probable iliat Sfctitt i«#| lii« «»is 


IS< WESTS OF HIS RETdiX. 
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Two years after this thn*\ when Mr. Washington Irving 
visited S*utt, he walked with him to a quarry, where his j*eop!e 
were at work. •• The face of the iminhlest de|indent5’he says, 
brightened at his appr* -wh — all paused frem their labour to 
have a pleasant * crack wi* the laird.* Ainung the rest was a 
tall straight old fellow, with a healthful complexion and silver 
hairs, and a small round-crowned white hat. He Lad been 


ah at to shoulder a hod, hut paused, and st»h.h! lookiia, 

with a slight sparkling of his blue eye as if waiting 

for the old fellow knew he was a favourite. Srutt 


j ut Seutt 

his turn; 
accosted 


him in an affable tone, and asked for a pirwh of snuff. The 
old man drew forth a horn snuff-box. *IIoot man,' said .Scott, 


4 not that old mull. Where's the Ixumie French one that I 


brought you from Paris ?’ ‘Troth, your honour/ replied the 

old fellow, * sic a mull as that is nae for week-days.' On leav¬ 
ing the quarry, Scott informed me, that, when absent at Paris, 
he had purchased several trilling articles as presents for Ms 
dej*endents, and, among others, the gay snuif-l»ox in question, 
which was so carefully reserved for Sundays by the veteran. 
4 It was not so much the value of the gifts/ said he, 4 that 


when so far away.’ *’ 

One more incident of this return — if was told to me by him¬ 
self, some years afterwards, with gravity, and even sadness. 
“ The last of iny chargers,’' he said, “ was a high-spirited and 
very handsome one, by name Daisy, all over white, without a 
speck, and with such a mane as Rubens delighted to paint. 
He had, among other good qualifies, one always particularly 
valuable in my case, that of standing like a rock to be mounted. 
When lie was brought to the door, after I came home from the 
Continent, instead of signifying, by the usual tokens, that he 
was pleased to see his master, he looked askant at me like a 
devil; and when I put my foot in the stirrup, he reared bolt 
upright, and I fell to the ground rather awkwardly. The ex¬ 
view with the Duke in his mind when he described the introduction of 
Boland Gramme to the Regent Murray in the Abbot: —■ “ Such was the 
personage before whom Roland Graham now presented himself with a 
feeling of breathless awe, very different from the usual boldness and 
vivacity of Ms temper. Zn fact he was, from education and nature, much 
more easily controlled by the moral superiority arising from the elevated 
talents and renown of those with whom he conversed, than by pretensions 
founded only on rank or external show. He might have braved with 
Indifference the presence of an Earl merely distinguished by Ms belt and 
coronet; but he felt overawed In that of the eminent soldier and states¬ 
man, the wielder of a nation’s power, and the leader of her armies.” 
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LIFE OF SIR WALTER SCOTT. 


in person, whether for the purpose of war or sport. The 
banner was delivered by Lady Ann Scott to Master Walter 
Scott, younger of Abbotsford, who attended suitably mounted 
and armed, and, riding over the field, displayed it to the sound 
of the war-pipes, and amid the acclamations of the assembled, 
spectators, who could not be fewer than 2000 in number, lhat 
this singular renewal of an ancient military custom might not 
want poetical celebrity, verses were distributed among the 
spectators, composed for the occasion by Mr. Walter Scott and 
the Ettrick Shepherd. . . . The parties parted with equal 
honours, but, before they left the ground, the Sheriff' threw 
up his hat, and in Lord Dalkeith’s name and his own, chal¬ 
lenged the Yarrow men, on the part of the Sutors, to a match 
to be played upon the first convenient opportunity.” The 
newspaper then gives Scott’s “ Lifting of the Banner: ” • 


“ Then up with the Banner! let forest winds fan her! 
She has blazed over Ettrick eight ages and more ; 

In sport we’ll attend her, in battle defend her, 

With heart and with hand, like our Bathers before;” 


— and that excellent ditty by Hogg, entitled “The Ettrick 
Garland to the Ancient Banner of the House of Buccleuch: ” — 


“All hail! memorial of the brave, 

The liegemen’s pride, the Border’s awe! 

May thy grey pennon never wave 
On sterner field than Carterhaugh.” 

I have no doubt the Sheriff of the Forest was a prouder man, 
when he saw his boy ride about Carterhaugh with the pennon 
of Bellenden, than when Platoff mounted himself for the 
imperial review of the Champ de Mars. 

Mr. Hogg in his Autobiography informs us that when the 
more distinguished part of the company assembled on the 
conclusion of the sport to dine at Bowhill, he was proceeding 
to place himself at a particular table — but the Sheriff seized 
his arm, told him that was reserved for the nobility, and seated 
him at an inferior .board — “between himself and the Laird of 
Harden.” “ The fact is,” says Hogg, “ I am convinced he was 
sore afraid of my getting to be too great a favourite among the 
young ladies of Buccleuch! ” Who can read this, and not be 
reminded of Sancho Panza and the Duchess ? And, after all, 
he quite mistook what Scott had said to him; there was no 
high table for the nobility — but there was a side-table for the 
children , at which, when the Shepherd was about to seat him- 



acu, xjljlojulu. jjiuucbuiy vviiiaperea mat iu was reservtju. jlux 
the “ little lords and ladies, and their playmates.” — Hogg was 
incurable ; if it had been otherwise, he must have been cured, 
for a little time at least, by some incidents of the preceding 
winter. He then, being as usual in pecuniary straits, projected 
a work, to be called “ The Poetic Mirror,” in which should 
appear some piece by each popular poet of the time, the whole 
to be edited by himself, and published for his benefit; and he 
addressed, accordingly, to his brother bards a circular petition 
for their best assistance. Scott—like Byron and most others 
— declined the proposition. His letter has not been preserved, 
but nobody can suspect that it was uncourteous. The Shep¬ 
herd, however, took some phrase in high dudgeon, and penned 
an answer virulently insolent in spirit and in language, ac¬ 
cusing him of base jealousy of his own genius. I am not sure 
whether it was on this or another occasion of the like sort, 
that Jaines varied the usual formulas of epistolary composition, 
by beginning with “ Damned Sir,” and ending, u Believe me, 
Sir, yours with disgust, &c.; ” but the performance was such 
that no intercourse took place for some weeks, or perhaps 
months, afterwards. The letter in which Hogg at length 
solicits a renewal of kindliness, says nothing, it may be 
observed, of the circumstance which, according to his Auto¬ 
biography, had caused him to repent of his suspicions. The 
fact was, that hearing, shortly after the receipt of the offensive 
epistle, that the Shepherd was confined to his lodgings, in an 
obscure alley of Edinburgh, by a dangerous illness, Scott 
called on a kind friend and protector of his, Mr. John Grieve 
(a hatter on the North Bridge), to make inquiries about him, 
and to offer to take on himself the expenses of the best medical 
attendance. He had, however, cautioned the worthy hatter 
that no hint of this offer must reach Hogg; and in consequence, 
it might perhaps be the Shepherd’s feeling at the time that 
he should not, in addressing his life-long benefactor, betray 
any acquaintance with this recent interference on his behalf. 
There can be no doubt, however, that he obeyed the genuine 
dictates of his better nature when he penned this apologetic 
effusion: — 

“ Gabriel's Road, February 28, 1815. 

« Mr. Scott, — I think it is great nonsense for two men who 
are friends at heart, and who ever must be so—-indeed it is 
not in the nature of things that they can be otherwise—should 
be professed enemies. 

“Mr. Grieve and Mr. Laidlaw, who were very severe on me, 



of them in the sale, for 6000 went off in the first six ch 
it is now at press again; which is very flattering to 
known author.” In a letter of the same date to Terr 
says — “It wants the romance of Waverley and the ad 
of Guy Mannering; and yet there is some salvation a 
for if a man will paint from nature, he will be likely t< 
those who are daily looking at it.” 

After a little pause of hesitation, it attained popula: 
inferior to Guy Mannering; and though the author 
for a moment to have shared the doubts which he rea< 
• countenance of James Ballantyne, it certainly was, in the 
his chief favourite among all his novels. Nor is it did 
account for this preference, without laying any stress 
fact that, during a few short weeks, it was pretty coi 
talked of as a falling off from its immediate predece; 
and that some minor critics re-echoed this in print. ! 
view, there were many of its successors that had s 
claims on the parental instinct of protection. But th 
is, that although Scott’s Introduction of 1830 represei 
as pleased with fancying that, in the principal person 
had embalmed a worthy friend of his boyish days, h 
antiquarian propensities, originating perhaps in the kinc 
tions of George Constable of Wallace-Craigie, and foste 
a little, at about as ductile a period, by those of old 
of Eldin, and John Ramsay of Ochtertyre, had by deg 
developed themselves, that he could hardly, even win 
Antiquary was published, have scrupled about recogn 
quaint caricature of the founder of Abbotsford Muse 
the inimitable portraiture of the Laird of Monkbarns 
Descriptive Catalogue of that collection which he bega 
ards the close of his life, but, alas! never finished, is e 
“ Meliquice Trottcosiance — or the Gabions of the late Jo 
Oldbuck , Esq” But laying this, which might have beei 
more than a good-humoured pleasantry, out of the qv 
there is assuredly no one of all his works on which r 
Ms own early associations have left their image. Of 
early associations, as his full-grown tastes were all th< 
eny, so his genius, in all its happiest efforts, was the “ 1 
ing Angel; ” and when George Constable first expound 
u Gabions ” to the child that was to immortalise his 
they were either wandering hand in hand over the field 
the grass still grew rank upon the grave of Balmawha$ 
sauntering on the beach where the MucMebackets of P 
pans dried their nets, singing 
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iorieal department of the Legistm* iW ISM. fie lot 
colleotod the materials recpabate for his hmtonra! nk 
year dbfangttttdied for the ifiipotiattre ami rumples 
events; but these, ho doubted not, mould soon teaeh 
ho foil no hesitation about pledging Imtmelf in emu 
otdy that Hketeh, but four item volume# of prose ro: 
ami his Harold tho Haunt hv** also, if ffalhtiiyitr re 

any suitable arrangement «ui flint .= Udweett 

anti tho Chriatmas of IHItl, 

Tho Antiquary lint! tarn published by t'omttuble, I 
gum© that, in luldition In tfi« usual stipulations, he 
again, on that oceaidoxi, aol toiled t« Mono .Mm Ha 
Htook to an extent whloli In* did not thid qtitfe eoumt 
at nil ovisnti ho had of Into shown a cmittmlerahle Mi 
employ Jaman Balliintyiia and Co. as prinlet •*, lim 
of then© iiiijMidiiiiOfits ts alluded to in tins queer nolo v 
— u l)oar*fohn,— I have nmm tin* great *.ttah, who m 
a gjove,and will do Atm, whir It mmm tufrtpod \oi«m 
ever, wo shall do well enough, \\, HT “The gr© 
had \mn admitted, niiunut trout tin* Ijegitiintig, into 
of tho NovoIh —*iwitl for that, among other remtoti* 
have taut dotdmblo for tho Novohat to have hint mm 
publisher without interruption; tml Heott wtut led It 
that if he worn imlleil iijmit to ecmrlitilo n bargain for 
novel Itafore tlie third Inicl tiunl** its aiqtwtrarieo, liii m 
to the matter of fprimiim§ might ni least prof ra©l tS« 
and why Sticifct ahould have t«stt urgently desirous 
the tmaijmtkm mMlmi at mum, is iftffiwtifjy evpLum 
that though *to ittitelt of He «|«1 tinfortiii 

•till remained on litridand with it mmm 
rene© of difBeulty m U> JUMinftJritt* fiiiiit be expeeltN 
Mr. Jamoi Balhmty«© , n of |ietntni«ury nl 

not been very eareftil B^tseveriiiel^ii^ the eaitgititte a) 
fowt« fLmhming mm jmteti of tail after Mother, 

1 In fibniary 1810, wImiii Mmm ltilliiiii|ii« inirrli^t, it m 
Ittteif In hi* that he te tteett i#i .. 1 . ; 

pmomldiM' 


ONtatf* had alrnidy grown f mm !.\0 to itisirty 1000 an run. Tltr 
proprrty illl Jilt**ift ln?t ongtttal farm hud hmm in thr ttimda of 
Hlllilll bddrtv. < Scott in\ t'tn'h /utob); I hrsr more fdtat’JJ OtiOttgl* 
in tiinlrrt4finnt flint tfirir ttoitdibotir muld with ditlbulty rokt4 
liliy trmpluf mu flint might |»ih• iinl if let! in fin* ahupr of ho res ; 
aunt I Ini a It** jWMrivtb d bovine iij* Inf after Inf of uuiiit{irovrd 
tfimind. a! r\tratni,ymt pin* Inn ** appet tie imaeastug by 
H lull it fVil mu ; ** wintr f hr rjriiinl yeomen set t hnttboh «\«t 
down i*!nmvliMi«% to fat ton at fltotr ho mre upon thr | »r* *!i In . 
in ml. 11 limn* Mily flirt lint im |«it I jirnfitn -of' M Tin* Scutch 
Novid*. 1 ' 

lit* win ever and niii hi pulled tt|i with a imnmmimy miHgiv- 
ing. — lutd runulvod tlm! fb< hitmt moptkitmn idtntifd hr the 
liiiitp until hr could got i*«I entirely of “Joint Hallattlytte & 
I hi,* 1 lint, itffer f hr firiti iiinl ftttire nmcirni nubirrmuuuuutN 
liiiit bum overcome, tlnlifi wan far from tumtifiimitf in hold by 
liw patron 'm an Mot y IW the total ubditioti of fltotr unhappy 
copfirtnrrdup, fli\ tittle n when wuin* midden emergency 
arose, lliitiiiml Hr of fa mill uni iumginatinu, by renreoeut tug 
everything til file fttieA aiiiiling colours ; ittid though Scott* ill 
lilft replan, utddutu bitted to introduce some hint of caution ™ 

iifirli an ** infiiiiK fihrjf ;« aii ptmitmfki. f *.. lit* morn and 

mitre took homo to httuwdf I hr ugrerntdc mist of lit* Hkidum'i* 
aiiliiitiniitiiiii* mill wmto to Inin in a unit tti morry m lita own 
— r,f^ -** As tor itiir utnrk, 

** ‘Twill t#» wearing aw**, •hit it, 

f.lfcn iiiiiif-wfinitlw wtiiii it "a ifiitw, »Mitt, M 4#* 4to» 4#, 

•fiiliii could never liaiai ft«*f«tf,rti that it wan to CJiiftitiililii 
nftiiin tlinl liii firm had iiinro tliwi tintwi tiw«l tti iiiiiijia from 
diiliiiiifiiir | hr itiirif linvr Iciinwii flint, nftiir Ilia triumphant 
riiwor of Ilia Wntrrlry mmm hint omm wiiiiiiiiisioikI, nothing 
ctftiild fulfil bam niiifp ini if thiiii to hriiin nil llir iilTairn of 11 litmk- 
uti^h, Snm\ f n In a rltrnr* b} Piifrrilin into li mitt miliflid 

tnaify «n Hint mthjrrt, hi nnifiimiiiii with ilia fitltim work?* of 
Ilia i|tmf Nofidmt, mttmr witSi thtiintnfilii or with any otliar 
flrit«nif<» fiittwp in I hr Ir^h*: bit tin iil«o knew tlint* wWo that 
unhappy firm wholly irdntuumhrd, hr imiit himmdf siibiiilii 
info n Amh tif flu* printing rnnijatsiy, Tlmrrforta m n word, ho 
itjtfMmrtt In Inivif Mi'MfriiinfiriiJIy 4i^gtti» 4 il frinn Hrott thr i* sc font 
In wlinds ftir w hoi** llidhinfyiir rmwrrn Iiinl b*i 4 ii aiwfutwat hy 
<.!oii#fnfilu o«jii*rtally during Ida llrliiidimn tour of iHl f, and 
lik out* id mh% anti pmmjitoit and tinfoiwd tlin 



idea of trying other booksellers from time to Ism**, 
adhering to (’unstable, merely for the selfish |#nr|»* 
of facilitating the immediate discount of In!! 1 ;; se 
further perplexing Seott** affairs, the entire dmmtf .mi . 
which would have Iteeit, m In 1 fancied, prejudicial t 
personal imjKirtanee. 

It, wait resolved, accordingly, to offer the risk in*«1 Is 
of the first edition of another new jtm el or rut her 
of novels — to Mr. Murray of All*emnr!e Street, and 
wood, who wan them Murray** age id in Scotland; l*ni 
the mono limn removed, partly lierause Scott m talif-tl 
other experiment on the pnhlie sagaciH, but partl t 
(piest.ion, from the wish to span* f’oiistabhm* fi'tdin«:- 
title-page of tin' Tides of my Landlord *dinuld ti**t 
magical words 41 by tin* Antlior of Wa\erley,** The i'm 
which both Murray and Blackwood einlinirod such 11 
as no untried novelist, bung mitto, could have dreamt 
ing, shews that neither of them had any doubt m te 
tity of the author* They both considered the with] 
tho avowal on the forthcoming title-page u* likely to e 
much the first muxum* of the l*»ok; luit they were 1 
to prevent (Joiwtablc** acquiring n sort of pre*criptt\ 
publish for tho unrivalled uovtdi*t, ami agreed to nil \ 
including a considerable burden of tin* ninth*** 11 ha 

Scott 9 * intention originally wa* to give in tho fon 
as many t&ltm, each having it* scene lunl in a ditforou 
of Scotland; but this scheme wn* mnm alntndtmcd \ 
series included only the two storm* of tin* Black t 
Old Mortality. When the former had t*een printed «*f 
shewed it to (H fiord, who expressed some ditappruhai 
Blackwood*on hearing what tin* Quarterly mite thou 
ured to write to dome* Ilalhuityue, intimating tits ir 
hension likewise* that iliti Ownrf would I** considered 
worthy of the author ; ho said that the groundwork i 
lent, but that the iixwiition had been ban rapid • - ilia 
elution iftfittittd to him very disappointing j and lit 
author would recast the hitter chapters* tie (Mr, III 
would gladly take on himself the expense of enure 
shoots, Boott, on receiving this mmimmtmtimh wrol 
\mtym in term* of violent indignation, of which II 
had the sternest share apparently, but which I don hi 
chiefly itirred against the « coadjutor 11 referred to ii 
publisher 1 * epistle, **Tell him Hint hi* coadjutor/* 
“that 1 belong to the Black littnnar* of Literature, wit 


j^jV'** itof I'll In* tnirni'tl Suit fttoi ti Ih«* !in*nt 

I 111 |*l!f lli.it rui’ fini'l©,*' Itlllllllf I Ilf* trilflll- 

taint I Ins m4*» p*»i§i 1 1% ©lit.irr f» 4 ! ht< v\ »* *4 tin* jartim -- Ini! 
Hrott Imiiol it*» I4»*»»r *4 \ » ttfn’tott, 

I In tin" Its >'*t **f | if'i * i.il < 1 1 1 I il* * tml, »iii*I tml %% ith 

III mill lilt! f lm 0 lottos 4*1 f I|«‘ f it *»• f • i -" * i f \i*' f it u,'/v }»ul4i 4irr<» 
IllpI t ill 4 \\\*U U Ij i4 Hi! k »S>\ 1 m'i *lt ili.i'l* 1*4 i,a\ I ill' 

> t \% |i« | If ft li It! ii»'IllN'4l fMfi Hint 111 1 i 411141! 111! %% In I in i 

llii^ %\ r t ^ inf fu»m th* fin 1111 ^ liiiipl 11 tilt \\ , 4»1 * s I * ■ \ is,i»i 

liniii flirimrlmt mu! I >* !' »i * IW«* j * *! 4 \%t'vh i ht t It* I Jlli, 
| lio |i4ii4i’4p l » *44 iilpit 4r* t«* !«ijt|»|r* v» Ini » \mI? iU »u, .lint 

mUU'vtmnl t*» »*Hf off kin » 4 1 \ * ->1 1 Im4oi * 111 H‘* p* WorTi 

firiil^r PliV« llirffi £41 |t null Til rs liirfi l si t Itr* tl"of 14 V\ allot 

KrolI i%H*l fp*i4 1*1 Mil Ikiip rjiint- 

©lit*© It* ii i ii i it I * * « * i I .oU* 5 » I *JWi« \tnrtny” 

To I III*# riftoitlil * Wo i, «*♦- ‘H »« t ps m*' 4 4 ilr*\!t | * «n p amttt't, || 

Willi fliVMHItllfy* HUM '* 1 lo* 3 m 4 tl'Pp-M'ii ,U*,tS!l%! Vi4j»|a*iH04ng 11114 

iliri*i|fiifo ( Unit tip ? Tmoj 4 l«> jnrgniml nut m» W !*» this 

illljwitllinif mu smit % *>f >»t i i' t I' if to *n iiafo f In* jiN4?pfr«t 
tmitigi ♦»! ttLif i‘f in ot flop tk mom '• n 11 * rMitltmii, tmw 
©V*?t\ to *|o ofi lln, 4 0 sl 'lOniLit «*r*’i4,iini (( m 4 ’A s \v 

v«**|lin w !o* h ip s< . I*** '> 4 ioo«U 111 iiHiinl*’!)|*< 

ilifil III ; 4 * I itoo* % >mi }*» uUh p*% *4 tL«* iin«^r«nifi *#f 

flip Tuloi* I 4** not rlrtiin UmI moo# f 4 m 

llitlti wlilnli mi fiipfiitu »l« tin 4 tins ♦ u 4if to 4 p ufo ihp I an 
riiii* %oit | ti,4i 1 'o iioinr 1 mnl it lofonn of ttpon tinlil lliof itnw 
tirltllnl, 1111*1 «mn otfif |*||II it li ti ll$o fPSilnf till? Woiol III 41 | ! Hill 
IllSl tl*P into iiiol Plololof |^it If 10 « trO'ts tfiPf JifPiPlil *.»f oli| 
Hwilttfth IlliililO'W, I 4 m t«4 iiii|4ii'it N'loiiiro to t«* 

tiliiro*! nil ini 4i , 4^*11 t r * i’.ow’ I now fpff w*41 I tin! I 10 tfltit 

W iiii4|#«irii 1!«| hi 4 Wmi ik finipl liw rll^‘ tlriil 11*11114 tlnil 

ol!i*ifwt»ti ti 1 m ntwft't iiMitl*! tw r ol fii« inoiPi of all mini rti««*»P fit 

link 111 * 4 fjtinsltott* nilirf »*l3o||<‘r» it* .»n li o 1 ,40 nUlMl *s p u* l 

fur , or Ifillp* 1 144 1 n mini# «f rtifif liii f - 

lug ynii tint I am prioin* In tuy iIpiiIiiI ■■■■• |t<4’ 1 <%* Mstti» 

lllf ii$ llllil Ilf tflitrll 4p*4lio*ni^tir«I tlir fists!joiw ff'filtl 

lilt® fniil iiii'illiiif ' iiinl iliii! i* s lit firtiffw 1 tig !l»p ii'Mi’k* *411141 I 
IiiIp Iai \m tin ti|p?fiiiii»$i »*«|init |4i |I$.ni *4 sj*s»*rfpriii|| llip rtoki 
|ll«l flil^ in oliil fill ppfiihliim 1 *44fi fttpo III r4^ksin s, *f 
Milt©* wittt nil in ifpii lit© work iftmllf iiiuiv lliiin 1 tin, llisninli I 
lltitik tlir jniuitus^ of Itir |*nfli It nr no4 

T1i« flr«l Till© 1 * uni f-prf onpmil iu it>.i * ou©«ttitt«»it f mi4 Uin© 
fillil illljuileill 111 ll« r«ifirlilMl«li ** 

Ilnrf4|* rJmlli* # mltrii’iiin Itiin i»f nti mill I© for liii 



journal on tlm Him? *»f itn I#andloid, bogged Sr>»tt t*» tuko a 
wi(h‘i‘ H('o{h\ ami dt op pm 4 all ro «prti Inr I!m j»h\* *d a btMdtMi 

pan*nlag«\ to plan* f*^any mutes t b * im no ;?§? havo fur 
tin* tj 1 ustr«ifitui of tin 1 »St’t*frh Novels isi gt m*i.*l. II hut Snifflt 
original (Humoptioit had bnm I knrni tm! ; hut the able bh*-„: 
mphor of John Knox, ! h\ AH f ri*% had, m the mean! win, run 
Biderod tho ropraiwifitiiotj of f Jio t \nnn^nu i s, in t!*»* u>i\ of' 
Old Mortality* as h«» unfair as It* demand at In > hand?* a * t \ v 
serious robuko, Tho On*ii»r h oi ln\ it Ii pul «i dm t» o* i o 4 i 
maga/ims a not of paper*. to nhirh tlm ln:*iu* umI t«Mmdufti»ti;t 
of that tala worn attaekrd mfli md* go ml luiioih; and 
found tlm impmsMoti t lmy w<*te pom, j. ns: *»* > ii it ho 

finally devoted a \ **r\ lit ’«* pal *d In* ,ote In tet 11.*» l)\> a n*i li 
to an elaborate defVnee «d he* own j>a*t are of *tm t'*o» * ud» i s 1 
Tim answer to Or. Mu Vie* amt Slip Infr*^liirln*!i *»l Ixlil, 
havu exhausted the liii4tt*ri* d uiaUh j b * mu a hndi lioeMiedrur ted 
Iuh Old Mortality; and tlm origin of the Pb.u k I»« m ,m In 
the oontduHion of wlmdt story itw iifiptetta on i#dSr%-ioti to havo 
adopted tliu opinion of hontmt §fbi*krtw«l h e* aiiradi Hpii 
mentioned in an iMiitodnti? of lun early warn hutsnr* 11m litter 
Tale, however iii4{iiirfia?t» ttfid tniivutf by an a 11*0 fo »»{ 411 in h»» 


* Binoe I luifti mentioned thU riwiewnh I may »**§»mm lime int HMtnrl**- 
tlun, that Ewkiftt 1 , not Heou, w*w» Up* jtitUmr <d ili« mMml wnUimtt** *4 ili« 

Wavnrtey niivdi wtiteti Ii imhm'w ■ - iitiiionnli b*niir <4 iny-«nii 

oatltm Haott had tak«ai flip fr«iif»!p l*i irsniwiW ili« In whfch 

that fiittmiitii ii osintiiiiiptl At tin* sniftr* liiim I mnm*% hot a«l*t ilnii, kml, 


Boott really lawn thn an!** *nili«r *sf tl»«* In? m»«| n*»i hmr tnmirml 

fchii aovnrti cjiiitaure whitdi lift* l*'pn #ii*| 4 ird t*» tils tmp§¥**mnl rntuhiri in tti« 
iiiattiir. Aftnriill, iiliijialgiiipiil *4 hh mn\ mm'kMmmi l-m%w Immn nlli*w-r 4 
to hr ant ak>?r» hut v«*ry fur utiilnr tin* mark ; mi*l x)t«* wh* W ,%tt nr % * 4 i|*|* 
I think, havn k*im by pwy wm 4 l«I |»r««u m iIip lPii«r 

about Bttloiimn and ttie ntiil nni!lii?r« waa liy iin 4 •* ilm 

four o'oltHsk vtfdtor* M of Alfe^iiiirl# Btrunt«,,, m a ^^4 
]ok«s ritrfcidaiy, than tin? illiiil«ii i« flit* r©|»ift «f 1 I 1 © 

author of Wavnriny, at tliu oloan «f tin* | 10 * u um $ n 11 a <*4 , <«n«S I 
think it iiiitiiitlui a wiiifeiiltiu twr wlikli » iiikiiiilif«|» iniglii S«t*t 
eh unkind * - • 41 Wn Ititemliftl liar* to iMiiitlinlfl till* luwg mimit * 

st«m« rejHirt nn« # lt««l m of eiirltiii tamtawioiiat wliinit, if 

ftimthm (thounh of tliii we kmiw »it:illiiiii) s mmigm n ililpfi*iii makm «t» 
theae* vnluttma Hum the piiftf lif mm '§kmmd% 

Vet a rritlu may It# tttotiwf iidiliii ujwnt' lli« tumfwi mmm® 

on the nriticijtt* imwiii extereMiMl If lit a |ntt«<r 1*1 ill* Mmd 

Of liittlltligim Ilf* imi been* It mrms I11 <*f 4 miP 4 t 

OitMl to hold forth at nouwottth*li # a * I ^rui f«i tl|fi 14 * 1 1 1 v***4i, 4 ^ 

brotight In hli hn 4 hn tm him; tkomh in*, ninf U, m h hhr I m 

hrotltw, t doubt mi fmt l« in m m\\ ptho tpU 4 ,*< Ah* i* mu 1 
thottght It would t» nil gmat fault to gfw liitii tit# to g«* 1# Ml 

wltfa the mt P "-- MimM. Atm, m|», m, ’ * ^ 



jitm f i4 lu^li in flto rutaloguo of bin priMhwthmM, ilorivoa a 

sitigtilitr iiiti’rrj-it If out sf * ih’linmthm of f ho dark iVolittgti t§« 
of ton tHiiiiioiioil with jtln it ,d i!i ttnnnh ; loolui**^ wliirlt np|a<ar 
tu havo flitfiifioil tlunr ahadnw mrf th«' whoh* gi'iiius of Byron 
— amt wIn* It> hut lor flun aiylr jm l?tn% ««• ;»houl<| hardly linvo 
iniiiroivod ov«*r to havo paaaod through Sruttbi hapjmw'mind. 
All tho bt«l»*r bhi j*h» inv of %j»irif ttlut ft, 1 1 -*m mtatiov to tlso 
tiiiiib, awtdh'd ti 11 in By ton ii||ii$i$iii il$o iiiikunfsioriri »»f *itali$r*‘; 
which liitiit* 1 !iiito'i |fi*rirrlr4 «n*at fin iih.il Imu into a .*n*u!iiiioiii 
of tliabohoiil milli :n?lv ; alt thm Mark mill dosnluh' train of 
rolloiuon » mu a ha* o lii’i'it ofiroiiiitonifl mill liolibomtoly auli- 
dttod by flit* iiiiiiily |iarot$i ot tbo Hlaok iHmrt Old Mortality* 
on ilio oihor hand* m tomarkahln im tlio mmihfn liritf attempt 
to i'o|»oo|4o the p nl by llio |«tivor of imagination working mi 
fitiilrmh t'nniifilipit by (took*, In Wavoriev lit 1 revived the 
fervid dream* tif bin iw*ylioit4* and * I row, tint from printed 
record*, but ftom tho uriil narrative* of |*ih l#4iwii«/ii/lo#, 

In il tty Hiiiiiioriisii iitwl the Aitlicptarv tie tmtliodind clianudcr* 
mill manner** familiar to liin own wumlering youth, llnf when* 
over liw Iriiori mention tilil Mortality in it* prngrc**, they 
represent him tin strong m the ctiitfidoiici* that tho imlnstry 
with wltioh iw» Innl jmrpil over a library of forgotten tract* 
would emit do him to identity htmwdf with tho time tii which 
liniy had birth, tut completely m if hit Imtl (defied with his 
own ear# f« the iliiitiiiil iiiriii««ii «f I’edmt, ridden with da?* 
orhotifio and Bald) in tin* font of Botlnvtdl* unit Iron ittt 
advocate ill flit! bur itf tho Bitvy fkitttrtl whim i#auderdaln 
imfiiottiiwl and tortured tho le^assttH of A ndt bullion Hltiirjie, 
Tti reprmltiei* ii deitartcd ago with *ut*h iitiitttfe utitl life like 
accuracy m tliN tale exhibit#, demanded n fur morn ottorgnlin 
»yitiiiiiflty <if tttiiifiitiiftiiii than had boon ralh 1 *! fot in inty «dfori 
ill Iuh »Pftf»tw titwiy ft tn indwnt innnt intrioitily ttiitrtniitfo 
for mty Htittiont ol art to riiiiijtitro fltti liiitiiitllwnli of liokciliy 
with tint ItltiolwtitelM nf Uhl Morliiltly, For tltn m*fc~thf* 
itury i« friintPil with a iloojirr akill ttinti any of tlw iiroofidtiii 
ttfivnU; tho eiitifiii ii n btomtor mm ; tho idyiniotern uro «cm* 
tfnntml iinl firojimtoif with $i jamor mill bdadty wtibli tioitlnir 
tin nut* any «Umr ntmim nvi*r witpiiwoili ami t$ofwitliafai$ilittg 
lit! that him Ihmiii urgml luaiiioit Intii n iliifiaritgur of tlni 
tl in to inn voi y ilinililfiil wtiollnir tlw in#i}timiiu.ii 
of roniaiitio rlnvutry ovor proinjittnt him in noblor omotioiin 
ttiiiii Iw Inti li4fi«tiii«i oil tlw r«iinitimttoii at tlioir atom mill 
iotiiniii iintliiiiiiiiiii* Tliii work lia« alwaya mmwnul t-o ttni 
lti« Marmiim at lilt* novel*. 



I have disclaimed flit* powerof farther illustrating 
ical groundworks, hut ! am enabled by Mr, Tniiiu 
to give some interesting additions to Scoffs uwii , 
thin nov(*l us a composition. The generous Sitpem 
him in Edinburgh in May I8H>* n few days after tl 
turn of the Antiquary, carrying with him a purse 
belonged to Rob Hoy, anti also a fresh heap of tr 
gleanings — among others some story by a Mr, 
u schoolmaster at the elaehau of iVttmugham." 
had facetiously signed Ins roiiiiiiiiiiimtioii ('fankhm 
professional appellation derived/* says Mr. Tram, * 
use of tin* birch, and bv a Inch he w*m usuullv 
among his companions, w ho assembled, not at tti 
Inn of Uundercleueh, but at the ao:n 4#| the Should' 
ton in JNewton-Stowurt/* Scott (win* ill ready poss 
Roy's gun) received these gifts with l*mn*uitv» mill i 
friendly donor to break fust next morning, lie foni 
work in his library, nmt surveyed with enthusiastic 
the furniture of the mom, esjmeitdly its only picture, 
of Graham of Claverhouse. Train expressed the mi r 
which every one who had known Ihttitlee only in tli 
the Presbyterian Annalists, must m*t* for the first 
beautiful and melancholy visage* worthy of the mo* 
dreams of romance, Hcott replied, *• that no rharnete 
so foully traduced as the Viscount of I hi mine — th 
to Wodrmv, Onickshiwikst iiint such chronicler*, lie, 
©very inch a soldier and n gentleman, still plowed 4 
Scottish vulgar for a ruffian fltwutrntlo, who rode 
horse, was proof against allot, unit in league with tl 
u Might lie not/ 1 said Mr, Train, ** U* mini©, in gt« 
the lie.ro of a national romance tia ititereatttig ns i 
either Wallaoo m Frisian <’liarlie? s> M He might,” * 
u but your wemteru teiilotg would rtijiiire to hr lad It 
troyed in order to bring him out with the right rffrri 
what/ 1 resumed Train, w if the story were to lie <Miv 
from the mouth of Old MmUdlfyt Would !m nut tl 
as th§ Mimtrd did in the Lay?” 1 think it retfm 
this interview with Train wo own the framework of 
deroleuoh Series, as well m the adoption of t s ln% 
period for on© of its first fiction*. If m*mm altto pr«l 
wt own a further obligation to the Bti{jerv i«tor**' pro 
of Rob Roifs 

Within um than a month, the Blin k Dwarf an * • 

ity wore followed by M Harold the ifaniitliiii, by the 
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4 ini/,n nit: 


thi’ Hridal of TriPriHHin.** Thin |•«m^iu lunl b*on, if, njiji*nrjt l 
Itrgttft Hioot.d !»jirfe ; tm\, |Mit of it }4;ui tiroft lint 1 tally 

firifitwl l»« 4 ot o tin* .ij*|»iMUi»r *»l «Untold* though that 
rtrruuijitiiiiP** h:id v'-x:iyvd I l*t« nuUim ‘h naupiidtrutirt* wlmi lilt 

lit iHoO, hi * I ills In I ho I ,iiffi of' tin* l ‘ilivs ; for 

lilt Mi)’H, ** i l*4*1 *4ill j|"4nfii 4i«*i| -lit til) tini n*g rmiiisiittoi} 

lilt* rffor of M’Jfrl llig tin* \vi% ii,iin*’ 1 \\ Ini'll | ...id tty nut 

tuilt tflildp Ho fllllitilis " Tilt* toluiuo tt jmbll first 1 m, Mi'Mitti, 

i *i»iijiIiiI»I(% and had, hi Iito.no Iwwikii'tln u f j.hrua**, M run a<i«ialilo 
huppomh.** It tin* *pi* timvmpf, I*ppii §«htrrtt on a I«m4 with 
Trtprmatti; mid though it «-»tiilin«i*i iiinsi) ugorntm j.irtur^H, 

mut ?f|ilMinti 4 unit limn iiint thurt* mmw itiijsjiy Immm&r, 

flin 4 iiit linn-tlt of IIip fubtwi mitt IIiimIiih 

rndosimtH of rliurm’lm* fiml mnnn**rH t arum nitflit'iwtt tn amnint 

for I lit 4 infWior it y in j*isl»br lnumr, It H not Mirjiriniiig that 
tin* author ahotihl I in vi 1 rniliiiiSilwl inn Hvnmnm lit tin* notion 
uf any morn tmrioun prftirniiinriM in vprtm. I In Innt m*im( 
«»n i4ii iiwtriiiiiHSiI of auinr ri.imjww, and itliwlii liiunllwl with 
whatovor ranidity, mmmnl to tw*nd nt ovory toiudi lri*!iniirtin 
flint had {iitlinrln ulnfil ttnoonttrioudy within tiini, tin Iiint 
thrown off liia fnllnrn* ittni might mi»ll gu forth rojoimii# in 
tin* nullvn pliwllrily of lib xtrongth, 

It w nt tmm% ii cnirionx minriilpiirp in lttprar) liblnry* that 
m (tarvautp*, driven from t!m at hup of Madrid by tlwi mmwm 
of t#ti§tp dt* Vnpi, throw himmdf into pmm* mutant***, iititl jmi* 
liiipwl, nt tho iiiiniiPiil wlmii tlit* world liitu an 

rdiinirptl lor tnw* tlio Ikm l|ni.t«ifp wfiirli inm onlltmt Iiri|^*g 
two tin iiftitiiti triiini|ili!iiit «lriiiiiiiH - no Aaiff, fili;iiidiiiilng vom«i 
t« llyroti. aiiftnld Inivti rpSwninl#il from ttw bill ti? tin* only 
jtfwp rtniifiiiPP'H,, wliinli uppiu to In* witli fli«i niiiitiirjiifHHi 

of Hjtiiiiiii.!i gunitttt, liy tliti gpin^nii jinlgiiiiiiit of EnrtijMi* 



flLUTKU IX. 


Serious llliie» — IaWIiiw Hettled at Kaottith* mu 1 iti^ t'Vfgte 

Ipy Burn «- New Hotim? Iirgtsii Wji .bm^mn !i v m ? ; « 

Hob Kov~~*unl flit' Ilt'iirf nf MM bitlliljiii Mroii I' 

M7-1818. 

Not to disturb flit* narrative of fits lit#*rarv |»r 
have deferred until mm the of itn nlft 

Beott made during the win!or of !H|f* IKIf, to e* 
goat at the Clerk’s table for 0110 on the llnirli of 
Court of Exelteifiter. It I 1111 I often **rmrml to 
most pmaperoitM ytsara of hia lifts that Hiieh a Mhi 
have suited him letter in every respef than tliii 
hold, and that bin never attaining 11 |ir«iiu»titui, 
Scottish public would have eoiiHtdoml so naturally 
character and roirvteeH, reflected little honour on 1 
allies. But at the jKuaod whim I wim phi it lod to j 
him, ho appeared to have made up \m mind ! hat 
Clark of Betttboii wm morn rofo|Mlihle than that of 
Judge with the habits of a literary main who was 
publishing, and whose writings were genet,ill* of t 
live order. I hud id so witnessed the «\m%\ with wf 
ended the view* of wore than one of ln« %mn fn 
their ambition was direefed to flu* Eieltetftti 
mained, in short, ignorant flint lie ever had «eritm 
of it for hi nisei f # until Ilia mm of Iom woghih ' 
1826; nor hud I any informal hm that hm tet 4 t f 
had ever been diatiftcily Hinted, until bin letter* 
Duke of Buttdeiiiiti were placed in tny hands after 
Thu Duke’* mmwmn tthrw the warmest mtxwu to 
but refer to private tmilters* tiittefi rendeted if i 
with Mi Grace** feelings fit interfere lit the tin 
diltrihmticm of Crown patronage* I nmhtm p» fh 
whole, that the death ot tht* which too 

the influence of hot home* in alievanc**, must Iwv 

»% * m * . » ♦ * 



hinder «1 ii wrt«“* *d iiliiw’liM, all jp’iirlif uf* tho name kind, 

omit tnued at 14I1111I tttinmk mure than two your#. 

The mult r km been t*>id a 1 read* Imv tudnly hin hulw# Cif 
tile \% hen in l%* 4 miktu d* odleivd f ?«*m those uf Ahhot#fonl. 

They lit all t ttsitm did HI* Ih a gtrat extent ; I ait he had 

titu fthertiei 11 till 11 muni ruin 1 fit roitnltf utn»ii ti» a |«m.* rv 

t rente wit tin flip affmii id s he Ihdinnt \tnm were luhiMmug. 
11 I hud,” lie w film fu Mnintl c I VA h Mureh} " l*een |kmu* d 

III! through ttil l « tilin’ milli rnilitjm fit m\ nlMimrlt* uhirlt I 

endured Ha it siym 1 4 ititmhl might* mill oudojivmtted to muo 
kit limit! by dnnhtttg rn'iihliitg it tiler, find mi forth, An Hum 
gsmi nifltpi tiiifdi anaiif h lf«*i| 4 iPi»l f t lintl ndimtuiit mmmm* to 
IktsJItn lint beboe hi * nmiwnr jtmved, mi the Blit, 1 hud n 

iiiiini violent iiltark* mlitrti btoke ti|» 11 Hindi jiiiily at my 

hoti*o, and m* it* iue tn bed i*mmu like a tm!I nil!’, All w»rin 
of remedies were aji| 4 ir 4 t m ill flip rime of till Mind |irotouded 
etilif, Imt marts wim the iiniii nf tin* mil diunrdor that it out- 
deviled tlte? Jiirtop In 4 1*114, Kveti heated auli, wlftrlt tvaa 

ajijdtml 111 atioh 11 elute tint it hunted tuy dutf fi§ ragti* 1 
hill illy Ml when rt;a}t§tr*| l» my ntnniiirli- At length the 
tyntf»ti ii«s !4 lieeitttto tnfktintnulory* iiittl duitgornuMly mh the emit 
hmm the doifdirnjciti. They only gave vnty to very |»roft»#e 
iiiwl hindering, ntueli« tinder higher ummlimms wived 
*11 v hfm Mv reeitverv wm alow uml t edema I'nuii the ituta 
tit imliaimttitie 1 mold mat her Mir for wenktieatt unit giddt* 
iinr riant fnr diunhug m ms eye*, nor twfen for 11 witii* 
ring *totiml 111 my earn imr men Itiinl I*#r hit*k tif tlm 


liliHiit u 
liiilli it, 


Hip Unit Mil, wtileli lilt liltifi tlolli iwiil 


cm lti«^ I mu iw weak m water. They tell me (of 

eon rue) 1 itiitsf remnittiie ever^ emit tire «aniil«irf» na my Irieisd 

ileilwtiiili e»tu it, A a for itimier uml an l ran* tittle 

iiinnil il —lull l*A«l mitt waller, unit ituee %hmm uf vum% 
iiinini tike Imrii hi urn to me, Itniiowr, to jairody the liimriitie 

lion nf Hmmrnh ll» oiomd airivor^ 

1 f ft» lily tiimllti oiiiflti lliti fWfM* 1 ! bright mf 
Ami life in Amtm Itwn tli« u»i|iielm > 11 

The mmm of the Stti wm umm limn mm r#|«tii«h III* 
friiiiiiti in Itllnliiirfli cHMitimtwl nil llttil apriog m great iiiijo 


OHAPTKK IX. 


8t?riouH IHiiors—* Lnidlaw Hrtthd at KarM»l«* sad th** 1'Vtptmi 

1<»Y Hum • -- Now l!uti«' Ingttn Wadniod* »n I‘i 

Hob Hoy nnd tin* Hnirf of Mid hmhhm m 

I HIT- 181*8, 

Nut to disturb tho narrafivo of Ids liforan pnn 
havo doforml until now tho montion td an nttm 
Scott made* during tin* u iutor of IKItl |Kli\ !*» rvt 
Hoat at tho (MorkVi fable fur tun* «*u tho Itrurli of 
Court of Kxoho*|Uor, It had often occurrod to i 
moHf prosporous years of his life, that mteli a mtim 
havo suited turn better in ovary reaped than tlint 
hold* and that Inn never attaining a pronto!am, 
Scottish public would have enmuderod »<» naturally 
character and nor virus* refhvted little honour mu Ii 
allies. Hut at the period whoa 1 was entitled to hi 
him, lui appeared to have nmdt* uji It is wind that h 
Clerk of Session wan more compatible than that of 
Judge with the linhitH of a literary man, win* w m j 
publishing,, and whoso writings won* generally <d f}* 
t»i vch major. I had also witnessed the zeal with win 
onded the vicuvH of moro than ouo id hr« own Its* 
thoir ambition was dimdod to the Kttdunpor Hot 
mainod, in short* ignorant that ho ovor had serious 
of it for himself, until tho ruin of his wmhilv h 
nor had 1 any informal toil that his wish t* 
had ovor boon distinctly stated, until Itb h-Uvrn t 
1 )uko of Huccleuch woro jdaooii in my hands aft or 
Tho Duke's answers show flu* wannest atuiotv to .s< 
but refer to private matters, which rotuloro*! it it 
with bin CfriteeT foldings to interfere at tho tini 
distribution of (Town patronage. 1 iiudiin* to tliii 
wholes that tho death of this nobleman* wliirli %mm 
tho influence of his house in ul*oyneee, must have 


*i:utttt > n.i.si:ss. 


*jk; 

chllih’ll > i'.ii i, with .1 j*.ituhil illni'.vi, iv hicli |trnvt‘il llii' liar 
lmii-ri *t{ ,1 m■( ii‘ * t>t ,t) 1 .ii-Si , ,i 11 in u h ut fill' auiur kiutl, 

«’t «ul Jiiliidl 4 l till «*i % ,i! n ‘ililllij.; Hit * 11 * f hilti tttii \ riil’.H, 

’l hr i»\'Mh r lum !m]i| ,il s rd<I \ itMiv is lilt'H kin li«iliifn i*f 

fill* « hm in t\»hi I*.,! ah mfU f* n f imu f la* »r n| A hhnt*lujil, 
Tilt’S .it .iU s T !iif t d * d t»» 4 K 1 * a! lit , hill Ilf h;ii| pudird 

hr. Ilhrftiri si 1th .4 I * *l*i Til n »iiM |l ill i« 111 fo ]| j *# * i' 11 f fll.s k'\* 

tl’rlur %\ lull’ till' .iffal f ! i «*! I hr I Jal hilt I \ ur,*» \s rrr hihuurtuy, 

I It.id," hr %% i ! hr* li» N|mi i if f il’JlIj Mult li i *’ n |*i,f -151 i{ 

id! thr id 4* ll I tl! * tttlsfri With « t.Mlijn 111 lit \ \luUuirh, sUili'Ii I 

fMlii if 1 *’* i it * ,4 lit.ill «*t innuM U\U lit, and rilllrHS Mill id tu 

hat tlinii I *\ tlsifili!4: ’.i.idu* : uut< i, and u«t futllu Ah tfirs 
4 fim i.ithfi ui*jtl» tuth 1 1 « 11 ijf, I hud rt'litrlatif mnmrMP t»» 
Tallin* Tut hft.iif In, at; rt um\rd, nti Ihr 5th, I hut! a 

in*»at vaural ,ii t a*T, si liirli hiiili*' up a nti.ill party at my 

lumm\ dint \rn I liif fM I in I Ida’ a hull t a 11’, All m»Hh 

nf r«nu*Mfii‘» a*nr nppli* d, an hi tin* ui at uf l#il |1 hud pfTlritihnt 
i*i4n% lull diirli ii mi tin* pain id tin* it al iii;H*rth*r that st nut- 
flus l Ird I fir hiiiinr Itnllmi, luni hratril Milt* whirl* Was 
fipplfinl in .rtiirfi m idair that it htiiiirtl m\ nhlfl t*» nif.»a, I 
lull ill) lull m brti rliippiul In my fituiiuirli. At hii^fli flir 
ny tit plum a |h raum udluiuuuturi» iittd tluitpnuuah m», thr wnf 
hritu: thr fluiplmiffifi, Thr\ utils }»iur was tu s its pt nftwr 
hlri’daiifj jiii*I |4r,ti4iiu% si lilt h, nttdrr luphrr itrumdittiriu aa\nl 
111 % ! I fr My t rrtivt'f I min fdnss liiift t inl|t»l!K limn t lir atutr 

1*1 r\li4U'»f itfli, I rnuhl unsjni r4 1 r fi»r SS ruliiuuun ami 

in*r rrmt fnr m u>% *•% nnr Imlm fur n \s hi/* 

yiny diniiul in ini ranu u*»r rvmi llmik fur lurk uf I lit' pmvtu’ 
uf Hrr#ii 4 ?ui 4 tu) uhnm Si* I hud u rniiihirtli^n fitui 4 c*f it fur 
Ilhiilit ii %%'vrk . l*A«Ui yrt I h) fi»* IliriHIU IVi*l f m till' dnmk 
hath it, 

’ Tlir 14*»t$ Md. wiilrtt Hip liiSlit* lu4i! - - 1 

mi thr rniitriiry, I ntu m wmk m vvatrr. Iliry UA\ mi* (uf 
vtmvnp i I iiuidt fripnutrr nnt rmittirr rmafurl, iih tny friiitc! 
iintinliah millrt it, An fur dtunur utid nu IWltt* 1 riirr liftl«* 
iitniiif it hut tniiMt iiiiil wittrr* Hiitl tlin^ uf sviiu% 

iitiiiiil lilir hard lawn tu fii«r thmm^r, t« pariwly iltt* IniiiriitiH 
Ikm nf ITuhiiii* thr rtifttri illH'rr, 


i(*ty on his account. Scarcely, however, li.nl tie* f 
toms y icldcd to se\ civ mod mu l treal numt, than In 
to have beguiled tho intervals uf Ida sutfermg b\ 
drama on a story supplied to him by one of Train*'* 
cations, which lie desired to present to Terry, on 
the actor’s first-born sou, who had been ehn-4em 
name of Waitin' Scott 'Terry. 1 Such was the ongit 
Fortunes of Devorgoit ” a {here which, though 
soon afterwards, and submitted t»\ Tern to mam 


tions with a view to the at aye, was never recent 


manager, and was first published, towards tin* eh 
author’s life, under the title, slight I) altered tor u 


reason, of The 1 >oom of I tevurgnil.** 

On the liOth of March J ohn Tbilip Kembhs a 
through the round of bis ebief parts, to the delp 
Edinburgh amiienee, took bis filial leave of them a 
and in tin* eostume of that character delivered j 


address, penned for him by Scott, No one who 
that scene, and heard the lines as then reetled, cun e 


to he again interested to the same extent by anyth 
ring within the walls of a theatre; nor was I ever 
any public dinner in all its circumstances more i 
than that whieh occurred a. few days afterwards, v\ 
bin’s Beofeh friends and admirers assembled arum 


Francis Jeffrey being chairman, Walter Broil and Jo 
the croupiers. 

His letters to 'Terry altotif this time prove mdllen 
whatever pain he endured* he had no serious npjn 
as to his health; for a principal theme is the plan 
ing a new house at Abbotsford ; and by and by the 
that project wholly engross the correspondence, Tl 
tion was in part laid early in the ensuing summer : a 
nate feature in Bcoit’s history; for lie was by degree 
to extend his design, and the ultimate expense vn 
exceeded all his and his friends’ calculations, 


Bhortly before this time, Mr. William I *u id law lunl 

misfortunes, which renderetl if necessary for him t 
Ids farm. II© was now anxiously looking about hin 
new establishment, and Broil invited titm In ocauip 
on his property, and endeavour, under Ids gmdanci 

such literary exertions m might improve ids itict 
prospect of obtaining such n neighiwmr was, no < 


1 Mr. W. B, Terry lived to disiimodsh tilnwidf m mi wtllwr 

India army: and fell in action against tlin Affghiun*, 


more wclcnm** to “ A him! »f**j,I ami Raeside," from if h o|*cning 
Jit flu* jH-riMil of fliirfiiatsmt health; ami Luidlaw, who hud 
for t v\ r 11 1 v s hnnl jiini i»* 11 * I* *i I fuiii, eomudered the' pro* 
petal U it h l,ir in » at «i' di’lit hun t he mud lucrative apjmint 

liioiif Oil dU\ noble domain ifs f ho t .laud could have afforded 

Inin. I In ait'll ji* s**d of a Ii\rl\ ami p«\tsvhsng naguejty 
;ia to fltlittm in jat'tirl al, It* 4 had Jllwa\i bon JIM to hi# own 
worldly iitlrir ,!•* ample a*« a fluid. Iil i fuMfra and habit# 
wcie nil usoilrjil , and \\ in*u hr looked forward to apomhng 
tip’ rrsiiaiiidoi of what It, n| no! hitherto 1H *1 • 1 1 a nucccs#ful 
|ifi% under tin* •ili.iidott of f!»»• genius that he had %\ 
jilinopt fmiii I m u 1 1 * it h 1 1 hi a gent h* bear! was nil happiness. 1 in 
fiiint') fd iiifli gb-.f riling !"» t lif humble rot tug*' in which 

tun f noiid |*ro|n* uni to lodge hun, liifi wife* and lib little one#, 
and hh al to tu in of I f that he should write no more sittl song# 
lit! I'kiVsf I'hfUmjn 1 

Hu noon pm ur<*d u lift In rtnfilo) tiimif from Mr. Blackwood, 
who w ,t« thru at ait mg he* Mugu/tne; uttd Scot! bung at the 
iiiuiiiriit too uiiwrll tu writ*’ himself, dictated to and Jhr hint 
f hr anecdotes of i*% j*an which appeared III HbteliW uihI’h open¬ 
ing \ ttuibrf, and have Hiisrr brim placed among I hr uppemhigen 
**f buy Mutmenng. 11 v hi**I 1 *y» w hen tin* Laird hud made 
id lift additions In lirn territory, ills*! imperially to fib wood¬ 
lands, Lunllawb mine watchfulness out the habit# and com¬ 
fort.?! of thr rot tarn mi film ml u t d 1 entitled him tu u regular 
salary m furfur Meantime occasional literary John btili 
amused and helped Inin ; and any deficiency of fimdit was 
ini doubt supplied in t hr way f hat may lie guc#Hed from Scott*# 
deltcnte utiii thoughtful mde* and ltd tor# to hi# most amiable 
friend , tor example, tliin «»t Xoveuitier IHJT : — ** i huir Willie, 

f hope you will imt i|iiiirrrl with my hud. Jitdiove mo that, 
t«» a ran it id judging and f»!tihmo|»liiral mttid, thin name artumnl of 
Id, niiil t ‘r w hirh till a lift no ntiirli time in flio wmrld, m eout- 
jiunitmdy »d mry miuill udno. Wlirti ymi get rich, fttilmtt I 
tlirivi* in the jtttjiii! |irii|«irtinii t I will your iw«t«t4itmti 

for lmu> fur till!t% »*r for indliiiig* m tlin ru«n tuny require; hut 
while 1 wear my liotoiideiigiiod btmtn to at ride its irttttnjilt over 
mum iiiitl iiittir, it wmttd \m very willy in either of tin to let a 
cheque twice ti year of make u dififcrmice b»tweeti uh. But 

1 Liddhtw'n #iiii «if ** l4iry , /« idlltlim *’ a «htq>b iinil naUadie pirtarw 

of a |*i«ir Kltrlrk t!itti4»ii*i4 In t«tf Itii a wrvbp where win had 

been muni ever lm a fiwptirlte with nil win* umtemtaud tliiiiWI- 

ci«isii» of ltie HeuUiftli dialert, tun! the inaiitKifa of tint cllitrtet It* whloh 
Bit MfHitte m kith 



all this wr will talk mrr w hrn wr iiuvf, 1 mrdif * 

a rtmp'tlr nutifr*\ which will Utah** ln\ fnmdd sd\n 
lion r.s.sr til nil iinii*«Mi \\h r11 1 \ tit j 11 nt It nm 

Wit hrr 1 hr rrcumug tits *d cramp, nor am! hue: »* 
yat, interrupt SrnttV lit* *r.t i*\ indusir\. flrluir \\h 
had niadr his bargain for another nm»*h Thin w a * 
darad to t ’oustabla. w ho was drhghird to inlrrni p? 
tha connayion with Murray and Blackwood, and i*\ 
to meet didm Itulhint \ fir at Ahhot donl, \i hen- all v« 
settled, 

As to I {oh Koy* the till** wa * sugge^toil h\ I'm 
he told inr years attrruard*< tIn* ditlinilty In* ha 
adoptrd In t in* nut !n»r. M U hat ! ” *,,ud ho, ** Mr 
must you hr oUiiug ftp tor Mr, Hpou ><*r ton ’* hu 
it,” t’unstable said t hr uatiir o{ t ho real faro «» 
best possible naittr for fho U »ok, •* N ;i\ answ 

U ?u*vrr let n*a have to write up to a na?ite \i»tt 
1 havr generally adopted a tilh* that fold uothi 
bookseller* however, perse\errd; amt a ft or f ho t no 
these scruples gave way, 

On rising from table,uerurdmg to t km table, they 
to the green before the door of tho milage. and all i 
est spirits enjoyed fhr line May evening. John 
hopping up amt down in hut glee, eyekumed, «• is 
here, Mr, Sent! ; would you nlijert to m\ frying t ho 
with it/hr f/e jntf/ ” “ NaV, Mr ihitfV* .Hind .Hrilft 

burst, and blow you to thr drvtl before your time ° 
my maud* said i ’unstable, ** what thr ttttHrhief pu 
at sight into i/rwr head?" Hrtitf laughed heart 
inmnunlo ; and thru ubsemmg that the little man 
what sons rallrd alien! urn to I hr notes of a bird in 
ing shruhtiery. u Ami by tin* 1 *v * * ’ said he, ;ts fine 
listening, 11 ’tin it long time, Johnny, ntuer ue Ini 
(kibbler of Kelso,” 51 r. forthwith jumped up 
of stums and seating hisnsrlf in the proj*er ntltt 
working with Ids awl, began a favourite interlude, 
a oar tain non of i ’rispun at whoso stall Hr oil and In 
lingered whan thay were school i«»ys, unit it Iduckhtr 
companion of his cell, that used to sing to hum wlnl 
and whistled to it nil day long. With this ontorn 
was always thdighted : nothing could hr richer tlm 
trust of the bird’s wihl swart not an, souse of wdiiidi I 
with wonderful skill, and thr m ruinpiinumait uf th 
hoarn' cracked voice, uttering ail iniiinirr ul md* m m 


w 1 11 * * h ff«»liitin i-i it If i|»lirfl and t urtod m n jifvli* worthy « d tin 1 

Old \\ * * 111 < * 11 hi U;ii ;t! thr hirih m| 1 , ,mf m*rtioh I nf'fi‘|i 

\vi mdurud that \Inlhi-m*, %% I i»» I n ij i«»u (*d m i man v m m i tldui^M 
IflHIl 1 *415.1! it l in , ,41 It *\4 «*» I lljl’i i nhhhl\ VV hit’ll W»tH 

taud\ tlm iu;i I'n jmvr, la hnn 

Hritff llllinadf li.id 11 1 *1 uhl % r\i'»Ti|n| llj.if r\t‘IUHt| |||U | hroo 
of \\ nt«* n.ilirf min'd In*. Naif, /r.td* n “I hr\ur/* Maid 

( i tit -it “ had faiiiiif lain H* * dlHjH *s*‘d fit fm rain 111 UIU<\H 1 \ O 
III»**ilt v. Ii.il Ilf siNMilf til dll Thnm*h in* had had ii irturn uf 
Ilin J 11 It* * ii hn? iJfa d.i\ , lir I > m? siiiinj !h}' ;ilt h«»ur nr in urn 

to wn.Ui inn’It tv.ihl t ami I»»t w .is»i-» mi t hn \*vwu f talks ltd ami Lit in In 
it o' tu« 1 * *Id il ^ tin « .in -Mila In* wmtid ftuko u Inf in ut«hl.Hf£t»w 
WiMvrf, \\ limn lirwuiild raivl up n-ifl# »h ; mid f;iirh uutohnito 
I hr I nhhhu, in ,111 * % i *" s 4 11 a * t * ^ dial **!! 1 !* 1 Iirtwmai flto haiiio mill 
tho iMfinnn !an,ri hnn; n<>t imiiK** w hut f Itu honk gi\ vti ui 4 iw 
ju , nut ni tin’ I tin > < * t w tmhnnth 

Mr. 1‘tilf initalit nr 1 ! mull in ilia 44 lull and inifirn Htiruuiw ** 
of liH fn|ifit A14««! Of»rd Hi?* Irtrftd had ininln il it nhwymt mm 
wit Ii t *nii f itai4n | hat In- ilmidd hat o it t hud nharo in flto hook® 
tin llrl’.'l iiiiiiidy *d tlin hat man iiiul llittiinii .1«»ltimy had no 
limro tnuddo abutt «im |mhh'duso' nr wdltisn of" Itob liny than 
htu mvii <‘ohhlnr t*| Kuhn, fjtta at tjuiluttmt hud Norurnd Itim it 
immts til 1, I‘JtH! hufnro two % tuir« jiua&od, Murouvur, nun MUtat 
lit I in i r«* ho iulrml iin?4« m |w*r?iinidiii^ < *mi s 4luhh% during thoir 
jiittrm v h.u k In Iwlmhiirgti, f < * ndnwn hsitt uf tluit friudimi «»f 
lis?i mm ul>i dttt k, mill iiliirlt hm iintiii/arilntw idiaru iit lint 
innt t nu».?ni*‘fmu win liiiiitninL ‘ Hruthn kindhvm oitifiiiuntt 
in IniMi .l*«im IliilLint \ ttu hvud, In jimvtsln fur him n coir 
n In lit mirrr niinii *4 niwilaf ml v mitJigio at lliu Kami* i*iiMy riitu; 
iui* I < ‘un itahhn It mu tinfinutim In HvtitVn mill from vit^wii 

of iKmicmdhtid |*nlinv* ii|i|w»nrii to luivo auiiffiitiol in iliin liuuvy 
lux Oil III.** niufil llii|tnrliinl vrtttmvM. 

1 hn Hid I Ito utimmur turm, Hniti i4witfi.ii to tiavu Inlwmml rldtdiy 
ini Ii*m Hot my of IHI It fur iliu Ifudi dor, which wm imiiiiMliuri 
tti Au^mt; lint IiP utmi fiiiimt tiiuo to it raw iiji ii fiiliiahlu in- 
trndtiiinry Kiony h*r tlio riidily mtil«dli»lml iitiurfo* mititlod 
u ffiintnr Aiifiintif ii"*” whitdi oniii! out it mouth hilar* Upon 
tln^ rwitiif uf tJir f 1 «urt > hn limits nil aititiwiuii to ftia hanmnc, 
ah tally tluit li«^ tifigltl vinti it irnva sit itm hand of Ia«di l#otnond y 
wild U* tmvti Imiiui it fiwiitrtto ratrant of km ham* licit* liny* unit 
ttiaita« In mitiw, ttfidar Ilia ittigtttrim of it kind mid 

ittfulliifaitt iw:itiiiitttf4ittt»i% Mr, dolm Htitiili* lnMikiidlar, hn tiw 
frartltati tib rtmtillaaliim of ttia tiohto tmthwlml! tutdoiliar locudh 
tin* of tliii tfirilijitaaa uf Hiwli# JiurirUi. 



By this t hiH\ tin* f* hi in lat ions of t hat part of I 

li<>use of Al ‘hotsford, which extends from the halS 
|,o the ori!tiita! court yard, had horn laid : and Scot 
in if home, found a now source of constant t Hvup.it a »u i 
the proceedings of his masons, lit* had, ntoivmrr, 
employment further alietd, for ho was mm imgni 
another neighbouring lutulowtier for the pmvlume < 
lion of more consequence I halt an\ he liad hit lierto t 
estate. In the course of tin* autumn he roueludrd I 
and became, fttr the priee of L.hUtt&o, proprietor ol 
of 7o/?/h’/r/, on which there had reerut h h«*eu erect»•» 
iial mansiomhou.se, This emmiustauee ottered a 


which much quickened Scuffs real 
ment. The venerable professor F 


fol* eolnplet mg 

ergussou had 


lu*fort*; his son Adam had been placed on halt pa\ ; 
now saw tin* means of securing for himself, hone 


immediate neighbourhood td* tin* companion of his 
his amiable sisters. Ferguson, uho had written 


linens of Torres Vednts his hopes of finding, whe 
should ho over, some sheltering cottage upon the Tw 
a walk of Ablmtsford, was delighted to see Ins divan 


and the family took up their residence i»e\t spring i 
house of Toft field, on wliieh Scot t then bestow ed, at 


request, the name of Huntley Burn: this more t 
designation lM<iug taken from the mountain brook ml 


through its garden, the same famous in tradition a 
of Thomas the Rhymer's interviews with the tjuec 
Tin* upper part of tlie UkifMtra (tUn % through which 
iinds its way from the rauhlslmdds las h to Toftheh 
ineluded in a previous purchase. He was in*w uni 
these haunts of “Trur Thomas," and of tin* whole gr< 
battle of Melrose, from Skirmi»h»jMd to Tarn 
ment of the new territory was, however, interrupted 
returns of his eramp, ami the depression of spirit mfi 
attended, in his ease, the use of opium, the only me- 
seemed to have power over the disease. 

A pleasant incident ladotigs to August JH17, Bent 
the History of New York by Knieketiwieker, short! 
appearance in 1812; and the admirable liistinmr of 
work haul led him to anticipate the brilliant career 
author has iintse rum ('asupbtdl, Iwtttg tm sfrutigei 
estimation of Washington Irving's genius, gave him 
introduction, which, halting his chaise on the high t 
Abbotsford, he modestly sent down to the house « % 


m j MrliM.ni*, »iihi tti'iiuii t»» k jm n\ whether it would In* agreeable 

In Mi Sent! !»» irr**i\r a \ i a I from hint in tin* cmiw of t he 

itiMiiiini:,’* 

* * ’iii*' n» *r*e »♦!’ tin charse/* H.i) i hum*, M lud dr*! tubed the qiiirf of the 

enlublt?>him nt i Hi! sallied f hr wnt'drt of I hr i*u it lr, n black greyhound, 

Hint h aping •'»* Mill Ml flu* t >h M-kii of nl.inr, b» g.lU U t US JmUi harking. Tltitf 
IlliillH home lit Mill the \\ |ii *Ir gat I if« *ii i‘f diij’fi, .ill Mj»rh m< nil hrtt nils I Vocif* 
r|Mf|?i. til ;t lilt lr while the t* »I * t «I hr utnllr hlliurtf made tii.H appear* 
lUM’r. I klirtt him ,il «»iirr, ht ftir Ilk riic-men th.il tui«I hu ll published of 

him. Hr mine hmpmg up Ihr guatd walk, aiding hansel! by a stout 
walking staff, but in*niitt; mptdh and with vigour. tty lm* side jogged 
ithisii! it htigr Iimi» |.'ii \ hi sglrmud, »»jf iiimhI giavr demeanour, who took no 
f»ittl ill thr rhilitMiH ».f {hr ratline rabble, hul seemed to consider himself 
liottml* for Hi*- digint \ »4 the hollar, to gi\t< tue 11 coitrtroUH reception, 
llrforr Scott ft .n h* *1 thr pile, hr culled out in *t hearty four* Welcoming 
tin* to Ahhotuhitd, and asking news of <‘umpbetl. Arrivul at the door of 
thr hr firai#i|iril me waimly by Hie hand: * < ‘otiir, drive down, drive 

down in iSie nit hi In*,, • \ r’re jtwt in time tor break fuM, ami after¬ 

wards >** ahull pro nil ihr WfUii!«tn of thr Abbey,’ 1 Would liiivr excused 
titysrlf on thr plea of having already made my hieaktart. • Hut* man/ 
cried hr, * ii title lit thr mottling In thr keen air of thr Scotch liilb In war¬ 
rant enough for it iirroinl t»iru.kfiiHt.‘ 1 wm iii*roi»||uidy wturlrd to thr 
|»ottat of the rotlam*i and lit n frw moments found m\«rlf seated at thr 
breakfart table, Thrtr %%m no our pteMcui hut (he family, whirli run 
tdafrd of Mr*. Hr oil , hrl eldest tllillMlitrr, Hojthia, tfsrtl a flttr girl iihoUt 
ai’vmitrrit, Mimu A itii Hroft, two ot fltr«*r )rara >oungrr \ Waltrr, a wrlh 
growu »t$if4ltt|i; and < 4 liitrlr», it IHrly h«»y 4 rlrvmi or twrlvr v«*ara of agr, 
-■> I #wMin frit m)m If ijmifr iit !ti»tit«% and my hunt in a glow, with thr cor 
dial wrlromr 1 rxjwuirnrrd. I ftad fliottfilit to mukr a mrrr morning visit, 
hill found I w#n* not to hr Irf off mt ligliili, 1 You must not think our 
tmighhourhood in t*» ftr rrnd in a morning like ii nrwspaprr/ wiid Hi’ott ; 

* It fukm ami-ml diua of atud> for an ohw-twant inivrllrr, that has n relish 
for mdd world tt 4 tin|»rry. Aftrr hrrakfaM ymt shuH make your visit h» 
Mot roar Atitiry , I shall tud \m iihh^ to tirrottspiiny you, m 1 have «omr 
iiiitinriiold iiffiiita to attend i«»; hut t will put you In charge of my atm 
(‘hutIra, who is vmy Ininird in nil things tomdung thr old ntlt* and the 
indglitiotirhiMnf it sianda lit; and hr and my friend dohnnir flower, will 
tell ymt thr whole truth about It, with a grrat drill tiiorr that you arc not 
called upon l»* ladlrvr, ttftletw you l»r it tftir ttftd nothing ilnuhtittg anti* 
ijuary. When you conic hack, til take you out on a ramble about the 
ttrighhourhoiKh T*» tuorrow wr will tak*» a look at the Yarrow, and the 
tint tiny we will drive over to l try burgh Abbey, which in tt fine old ruin, 
well worth your arcing,* - lit a wortl, before Hcott had got through with 
Ida piitti, I found mymdf eomndlieil for a visit of aevernl tiny a, and it 
mmmiai iw if a, liltln ri»ltti of roumtiee win* mtddndy o|am before me / 1 

Aftnr limtkfiwi, itiiiln Hentt* it<» tlmtl»t> wruto a eltitjd^r of 
Mull Koy, Mr, Irving, titttlcr young rhurlm/H guidtmtm, wtw 
Mnlroiw^AblHty, itinl liinl itttfrft talk with old Bower, tho *how» 

tnati of iiio rtitiiii who wiw tmgpr to unlightim in all tliinp the 


Sheriffs friends. ** fits'll eome hero sotuelimes," sa 
u \viih govnl folks in his company, and the first I’ll 
is his voice nailing out Johnny ! -dohnnv I’»‘*uer! 

1 ‘(o oui I’m sun* to ho greeted with a joko or ,i )4o. 
Hell stand ami crack an’ luujrh w f mo jus! liko a 
— and to think that of a man that ha# xm h an amin 
o 1 history I" 

On Iuh return from the Abbey* Irvim* found Scut 

a ramble. 

a As we sallied forth,” he writes* ** every dog in the r 
turned out to attend m, 'there w ah the «dd ntmthmmd, 
have already mentioned, a noble uutuml. and ll.imlrt, On 
hound, a wild thoughtless \ omueUer, md yet arto»*d at 
discretion; and Fimtie* a beautiful net lot’, wtlti a-dr, ’olio 
pendant ears, and a mild e>*\ the pmbmt Ln mrtte, Win*! 
the house, we were joined by a superannuated eo*v hoiun 
from the kitchen wagging his tail; and was cheered hv N'< 
friend and comrade. In our walks, he would fieipiejidv j< 
vernation, to notice his dogs* mat sj*e ik to tie ui m If ruth 
Icm«; turd, Indeed, there appears to lie a vast deal of r*in»it< 
faithful attendants on mini, derived from tludr rhw** itihiiuu 
Maida deported himself with a gravity t«*rs»iiiiinc Ids iw j 
aommui to consider himself cut led u|m»m to preserve a great d 
nity and decorum In our society. Ah lie jogged at mg a i 
ahead of tw, the young dogs would «iitiitinl about him, leap 
worry at his earn, and endeavour to tease him into a garni 
dog would keep on for a long time with «»<; 

and then seeming to rebuke the wanton urns *4 hin young 
At length he would make a sudden turn, *ei/,n one of them 
1dm in the dust, then giving ;*t glance m m % m touch as t*» m 
gentlemen, I can’t help giving way to i\m umm*’U4r t * wmih 
gravity, anti jug on m before, Henit iiiiiiih«I himself with tl 
ities, 1 1 make no doubt,* «ild he, * when Maida H abut** will 
dogs, he throws gravity aside, mitt pt&ya the Imy m tmi**h aa t 
but he 1 h ashamed to do at* in our company, and #*eem» u» mv 
with your nonsense, y«ttiig«tern ; wlint will the laird and it? 
tinman think of me If I give way to such foolery ? 1 Hrott m% 
with the peculiar I tie* of another of Ida dogs, a little ahatmd 
with large glassy eyes, mm of the ttt*trf wtedtlve Utile b**dim 
indignity In the world. * If ever he wldpfted liini,® lie *aid, * 
low would Hntmk off and hide Iiitiwrlf from the Sight nf day 
garret, from whence there wm no drawing hint forth tint by 
the ohoptdug»knife, m If chopping tip Ida victual#, when in 
forth with humiliated and downcast look, but would niailti * 
any cm© regarded him. 1 — Ilia domicile animal* were tiU fri» 
thing about him mwmmt to rejoice hi the light *if bln ronnti 
ramblo took uh on the hilht e«ttittiiiiuling mi wxteiifilfe im««p 
said Bcott, 1 1 hiifo brought you, llk«* flm pilgritu In tli«> 111 
rc§«s» to tlie top of the l)e!i*et4ible MtuintaliiH, linn f may nltpi 
goodly reglorii hertlal)outs. , . , , I |ia*«i about me f,«r n fir 
«urpmi>, I may almoat my with disappointment I lmlu*lii 


<***s?4«»n *4 f- 1 * \ waving hdls, him bryoml linn, jih far fin my oyo could 
rr;n‘il, iii>||nt!:t Hi flu sr uaprrt, jtnd n,t drallfilfu (if fm*#, that- OJH1 

rtuil.l uhif*,{ *» r a Mont tU walking itl* *m; thru* jirutih* ; and tho far- 
filiursl rnrrii 4p}*i\Urd Jl Jink'd flow mg, brfwrrn bar** IhIIh, With- 

Mil! it <*j lliif'lu’t «i|t it i huiikn , 4 lid )*t Ptl*’ h had hrrSi tin’ UUtgit* Wrb 

Mi |*♦H*f i \ and umtanrr Ih1 1 *n u m,i i {hr wh'dr, that it had :< gmthT charm 

f<*j m*' than fh«- uriii'Mt nt'iiir t v I hail iulirhl m Kimluud. I could not 
hrlj* ufti i.ut'V m\ ihotighm N-utt huntitt«-«I t*»r a motund to 

liuit « If, and !,riiU»f‘ ; I** 1 li.nl it*t aii-.t i4 havme, lit i jiiium* comidi* 

m« ofi ‘I 4 1 fist • M" 11 »*’ "I hi i it.itu»* IiiIIm Ml mat hr jiritmard) ,* naitl 
In* at hiiifli, * h*d I > ♦ an r, t \wnv grr\ hdh, ami all ihi.vuld burdn* 
*‘<aiu?r\, h,u< b< mdi» h |*rrtils cr to thrnmrlvr?i, 1 itho tin* wt t \ nakinb 
itr . i *4 tin* laud, it ?i!tjiirtItiiij,' hold, nmi Morn, ami solitary about 

It, Win u 1 Is.tu- i«i oit f»*t fiMiitr fitiic m tin* rich wmtrry iihotti Kdhn 
hut all, win* h i*i ld*r >*i tiann iit» 4 gatd» u hind, I begin to wish myarlf 
hark again »is j i< 41 ... tin own !<nur »f |rjv\ hill s; nud tf i did not hvv flm 
bentIp’i t at h am *’s h »* it \ rjii, / think / #hnuttt dit * , M The hud words 
ttrir mid wiili ait h*m«”»f wmiidh, accompanied by n thump on the 
ground with In » '4 iff, hi wav «»f rmph.t 4 s, (hat fdmwi-d bin heart w;im in 
Id » njiinvh, ih” I Isidiraf rd flu* Tw rrd, too, iia it, hraiddtd stream in it« 
unit , and olni t\nd, that hr did u*»i diddle |l for being haft* of fun-H, |*r»* 1 
iit»l\ f*#«tti iuivhu.' I»< i’ti mmdi of mi itn^l* r itt hi« ttum ; and tm HiiKh’t* dtu^H 
ijmI fikr f»* havr a itn an» oirifnmy hi ffvr,i, wImdi i-mharianH him in Um 
r mu t’i **' *4 tiin i»«| and Iitir, f *»ri*itni»i)t to j»|**ad, hi hhr m:mnn\ 

III S' iiHHs ii’isit I* »It’i of I’iitly lil'r for lit) illaa|<fM4j|t|ttHit (ft ir.'t|»i*rf to thr Hltr- 
rouiiddig m'vnvi y f ha*l hrim «*i itri*iti4»>tisri| to nit hit!?! rrowtUMf with 
foiirttn* ami air*-auin bmduuK llirlr way thnsnyh a wihlrrm-a^ of Uwh^ 
tflill rttl fill Id* itii of ioithtftflr SandaratH’ ttrlr it|it to hr \nd! Woodrd, 
* As, ami thaf‘a tlir j,fn sit liotnit »»! >o?»r romtlj> / rfi«*d Srott. * Volt 
loir tin? fotofif .to f do flir luaflirr, hut f vk**u!d in*! funr you think f 
do m*t loir tlin j„ftori of a |*fnit woodland |ir**Hjtn‘t, # rht«rr ia nothing I 
should lllir tliiiii to hr tit thr iui»ihf of »«nr of your Itfillid wild orig* 

iinil foii'iiin, vufli lit* 1 hlt-ii of liiiudtrtfa of iidfri't ♦ tf niitroddiui format around 
tiir. t oin'r mm al fa ith an immnito uttrli of titiihrl* jimt liitidril from 
Attiri ira. It llllWt hsnr |»rrj| an i*u»»| mom 1 1 rr will’ll it Stood ||| ifH ||ji 

Uvr poll, iti ii.fi full h* ndd, *md with nil its hranrlii^. I gn/i’tl id it with 

lldliiiratioii ; If itrrfils'4 Iskr our of ihr |'l|'niitlr nhrSiidin whirh ttfr iloW 
nud flini In»*tjn;!if ffoin \\$% j»t fo nlmtnr fhr |»lgtuy uiontitnmts of Kttrojin; 
nml» in flir»r va-Mt iihor{niiiii| ttn’M, ftml Imvr »hr|trr«*d tim ludiittw 

h»d‘*r«^ fin* tnfiuithui »»f thn wlittr mm, iu ! »’ tlir momtmimfn mid luithfultinM 
of >ottr roiiitsri 

** llir rttiiyrwiiiioii lirrr ttiriird ujmu (‘muj»h*ira Jm mm of C turf rutin of 

Wyoming,, mi Ifltiiitriifhr of Hip |**irilr iinitrrink ftirtihdinl hv Atiirrirnn 
winery, hr»»if rifl’d niwrnil jmmwigrf* of if \s ith grwif tltdlghf. 4 Wlilit 

ii fdty it sid*t Itr, * flint rniii|4»i4I not writr nmr** mid nffmnr, 
llini givr full aWrr|i to tii» tua ! tfr linn wings flint would l«%ir him to 

fhr likir-n; ntul ho ito*^, imw mid thru, Kfutuid fluuti grandly, hut folds 

fltriii tif* nyaiin nmi romuiirs lib prrrli, nn if hr wna nfruid ft* lituttrft 

ii wit), Wind i$ piifitl idrii fa llini, miU\ liu, * tthottf ju* *j«l»tdiu hiHliiig, t»r» 

In iHiiiiimm |ii4iliit4im, wnmiut nluld 

I i trul' r»|sl tlirlf fchflututt »> tsrfnrr> * 

Tim fmi In** wlilwl Inn * t Umjdmll in, in a inwififif, a hugbimr to hitamlL 



Tim brightness of hwrarh success in a detriment t«» all In* lur 
Ik is of the sh<t*hm' thut his own /time exists f*>.ouv him, 

u We had not walked much farther* heimo we huw iIm' t wo 
advancing along the hillside to meet um. The mmmn:*> mi 
over, they had «et off t«» take a ramble on the lulK -hi.I gal 
blossoms with which to drcointo their hair f**r dmm t A* 
hounding lightly like yi>um' fawns, and tin it di< . * duff* 

pure summer brec/.e, 1 wan reminded of Scott** own d«-«-tii 
children, in his introduction to our oi tin* r.uihw of Mat mem , 

* M v ilttjjia, t hidigh li.lf'li, 4 JtiI « H4, 

A *4 tu-*-4 Hit' m*«!Slsf;}ISM MM,' A* 

Ah they approached, tin* d***• » all *tuug how,ud, and gumbo 
them. 'They joint'd m with e* muteunuee ■* lull >»t health and id* 
th(‘ eldest, \v« is the moU lively and joy on s having umdi of I 
varied .spirit in omn mat nan and k» « suing f»* catch r^esfrtifei 
words and looks; Ann wan of a quieter inoo.|, ratio i *th st 
some measure, no doubt, to tier bemg s'liir >« nr** younger 11 

Having ofttqt, many vmirs jiflmvard.**, Itmint Irv 
warmly oi' William Luidlaw, I must nut <mnf. I ho 
paHHagtt : — 

u One of my plcfuuuitcst rambles with Scott about the ju*i 
of Abbotsford, wiw taken ii» company with Mr, Wdh.tm l« 
steward of his estate. Thl* vnm n gentleman f**t whom Scott 
a particular value, Hr lmd t*een born fo a compel* ucy. ha 
educated, ids mind was rirhlv stored will* varh d in*i iiiji* i 
was a man of sterling morn! worth. Having turn reduced 
mas Scott had got him to take charge of ldn i^iate lie live* 
farm, on the hillside nhovr Abbot Mold, and w m fimf^il by 
cherished and confident hi! friend, rattier than a dc|tcudaui. 
dinner we had Mr. I add law and Ids wife, and a female trie 
eompiudeti them, dim latter wan a *rr> intelligent rrn)tecia 
about the middle age, and win* treated with particular atnmtm 
tony hy Scott, Our tlinuer was 31 moat agtecablc **»»% for the 
evidently cherished visitors to the and felt that they 

dated. When they were gone, Scott spoke of them in the n 
manner. *1 wish to shew you,* mihl lie, 1 ai»me of our nail I 
plain Scotch people: not fine gentlemen and ladies, for m 
meet everywhere, and they are everywhere the minim The e 
a nation In not to Ini learnt from It* fine folka, 1 fie itien m 
a partieular enlogium on the lady who had ttecompatdrd th 
She wmt tlrn daughter, he mtid, of a fwor emuttry eh^nryttia 
died in debt, and left her an orphan mid destitute. Having 
plain edutmthm, she immetiiai4dy net tip a eldld*» aelesd, and 
numerous llcrnk under her care, by which ahe earned a tteri 
nance. That, however, wan not her main objeet. Her flr»t - 
pay of her father's debts, Unit no III word or 111 will might r*- 
memory. Tliii, by dint of Henteli eetimiuivy luirked by fills 
and pride, tdm tmcomplinhed, though In the effort she witijrrin 
every privation. Nut mmbmt with ttita, she in certain tiintAfi 


t*> fake juv h»r thr huti*m of tUo children of some of her neighbours, who 
had befriended her hither m tin nerd, and had ninee fallen into poverty, 
* in a v\«'id,' uddrd N«’»♦{I, ‘ -lu **,4 a tine old Seohdt girl, and I delight iu 
her mote than m many a hue lad) S have known, ami I have known 
many of the fluent,’ 

“'File evening huwug parsed away delightfully in a quaint. looking 
apartment, halt atud>, half dr.nuuj.* room, Seuti read several passages 
from t he old Hoiuamv of A if hitr, with a Inn* deep sum • runs voire, and a 
gmuty of four that areJlied to will the nutnjuated black let ter volume. 
If was a tieli 1 1 eaf to hear Mich a work read b\ such a pers»«n, and in 
ntieh a ptaee , and In * appearanee, a % he sat rend me., iu a large arm chair, 
with hta favoutHe lemnd Manta at Its* teet, and surrounded hy hooks and 
rein pie?*, and Holder ttophies, \\*>uld have formed an admirable and 
most eimraefr?rAie piefitie, When 1 retired for the night, I found it 
Itlunml impoMrilhle !«» sleep ; the idea of brim,' under the roof of Seott ; of 
being on the Holders tm the Tweed ; in t he very rent re of that, region 
which had, for ««*me tune pan, lie* n the favourite scene of romantte 
firth»u , and, above nil, the reeoiieetiouH of the rumble I had taken, tlie 
eompHHv in which 1 had taken if, and the conversation whiefi had passed* 
till fermented in un mind, and m arl> drove sleep from my pillow, 

*m»u the following mondm? the amt darted his beams from over the 
bilk through the l*»w lattice of my window. I rose at an early hour, and 
looked «»ul hit ween the brandies of eglantine whieh overhung the rasr- 
meut. To my surprise, 8c*»it wiw already up, aud forth. Heated on a 
fmoment of Mom*, and chaffing with the workmen employed in the new 
building. I had mipp»wed, after the time he had wanted upon me y ester 
day, he would be c timely occupied this morning: but he appeared like a 
man of leisure, who had nothing to do but bank iu the Huuahinc amt 
tummo himself. I soon dtensed myself and joined him. lie talked about 
IiIm proponed phtn» »*f Abbotsford .* 1 sappy would It have been for him 
could lie have contented hiiiu«df with Ida delightful little vine covered 
cottage* and the simple, yet hearty and lioMfiltnlth% style In whieh he 
lived at the time of my vmil, 11 

These linen ft* flu* ehter Ibilhintyne urn without tlafe. They 
aeroitt pan ted, tm doubt, the last proof sheet of Hub Hoy, and 

wort* therefore tit nil probability written about ten day8 before 
the Hint of Dereudmr IH17 ..-on whieh day the novel won 

fittlilifihetL 

14 With great joy 

I neinl yon Hoy. 

*Twjm ii tough join 

Ifiil wr're ibme with ftobd* 

The novo! had indeed been 41 it lough job n - for lightly and 
airily an it rendu, tin* nuthor bad struggled almost throughout 
with tin* pains of crump or the laanitude of opium, (’ailing mi 
him one day to dun him for ropy, flumes found him with a 
eleitfi pirn and a blank sheet Iietore him, and uttered some 
rather solemn eselumatiou of surprise, ** Ay, ay, dummy/ 1 
wait! lie, M *tis easy for you to bid ine get on, but how the tltmee 



mi I 11!Hk<‘ !vol» !b>\ * i wife .peak» with mph ,i ru/umovoi*/ m 

my gum * , tii i i 

*Kob and Ids wife, l>amo dan m and hi * mnc .-K. «*p«*r, I m* 

y (krnon «md Kashhngh C bd *ahu>* * »u*‘ thrse b* ed {\ d t, i w it and 
Irumdy contrasted personages vvnr \\ rlc* mmd a . w.umh .n 
tin* nioni fortunate of their predree.sM a'< * m lain*'* i« a »»»I u 
tit>n to begin with an edition of hU l{ h>, pnued o* ha\e !*»■» u a i 
sagacious ^ raVt1 > fur within a imtntght a seemid boon w.m 

called for. 

Srott^ however, hat i it<»! wailed bn * In * m*« hui a *»! .* ] 'pmu .*\ 
Ah soon as In* came w if bin \ i«o\ »*! i hr emu j4m t* »n * »l Ibd Io*\, 
ho desired John I kilhuity ue !<< | *i * * j »* * *»■ I* 1 1 '*at 4 d*h* a 
scrips of I hr Tal.n "t m\ Limibwd, 0* hr »»»uij<n r,i, like flu* 
ill’st in four \ ohmum, and im»iy bn pubh» at nai 1 a " I hr 
Kiirns birth da\ ; " that in, f hr tilt *»| d mu* IMS *• I Lai< 

hungered and thirsted/* hr \\ rote, ** to **i«e f J*e end n{ tho-.e 
shabby borrowings among fneml* ; they ban* ;d! br*m uiprd 
Dili except the good 1 hike's LJlMIII and I will sir! suffer « ither 
new offers of land or anything eb»c to mm * 1 ui Shr w.** *4 that 
clearance. I expeet that yon mill hr able to ,ut cum fist. o- .ai- 
roetiou of Jedediuh, no that k boon did! 1«» at m> order 

Mr. liigdtitn used to glun in renmnt mg flail hr umpnHrd 
himself cm thin occasion with a m pet * j r ,■-& oj dr ami) md ros 
templatect in Ids rummiHiiim He well knew hm nun-ly <dn 
stab In had beam wounded b> seeing flu* Si* a I’d* i *d dnirdriiH 
publislual by Murray and VA.wkwmnl * and that thr 

SUCCH'HH of Uc*b 11**\ ttmiid **|d\ d*riba hn an ’U*"! \ In hrrp 
thom out. of fhr lirld, \\ Inm tip* fun! -bn* i!d 1 *r 4 im|*I Ilia 1 a 
S(H*.ond MH. from Uandrrrlrurh ndabt 'dunfIv hr h*okrd for, 
Joint fhrroforo took a ri»n\rttinil opportmisty f*< m«*ntna» 11m 
now Hc*h«‘ino m if rammlly mi in to < '*»n 4 d»b’ thr 

impre^HHton that tho inithorhi jmrponu win to 4i%tdr tin- an ond 
series also liotwomt Ids ohl mid in Allwnnailr Himi, *4' uliuni 
liin ioalouny wan iilwityn Honmtivin iiud k r* nrs^hUtm 111 irli 
wood, whom* if thorn had t«nui on olli* r , lb* r^-mt 

conduct and rapidly inrmiwitig m\v *4 hm Man»:im- would 
have Imioii sufficient to make <‘utiatulile hair with a i«u*frrl 
hatred To §tet» not cmlv Ida «»ld Hsoln M.u: mm* *n lip'*«*d, 
but the authority nf the kititiluirgli liiwunv itnolf h-ardml on 
its own sot! by this jttvimilo ttp-ntiirh wiw to I?iiu^i!I and 
wormwood; and, morimvor, tie lititiaclf had nmic in t**r In** 
share in some of those griitos«|ii«* jenjt tVr»pr»i l»v »hn h itbtrlw 
woods young Tory wags dchghtinl in await their riders iitul 
betters of the Whig jmrmmtdoii. To jin*ii?nl iImi |*roj*riiiti»r ul 



thin now journal from anpiinug amIhing Ukt % a hold on the 
nut lit *r t*t' W;i\ orim, and thus r< »mpot iug with himself not only 
in j m* 1i od iou I litoral are, huf in the tugboat of tin* time, was an 
ohjeet lor w lueh, an dohu Buli.uit \ no ahrow dly guessed, Com 
stable would made at that moment almost, any saeriliee. 

\\ lion, t hendons \ hi* hough! \ hut t remblifso ho<»k sol lor **The 
Lord Until t i >H:d a bio'* \;va in* had horn duhhod by t host* 
jostorsi signified lit;* earnest In>|«o that tho mmm aid Tales 
of is i\ 1 antdlord wore destined to mine out isinlor the sann' 

auapiees with Koh Ion, tho plempulentmry answered w ith an 
u,u* iff deep regret, that lit* haired it w on hi hi* impossible for 
t Uv author to <in»|»o.no of tho work unless to publishers who 
should agree to take with it iht ir/m/e of tho retuuiuiug stoek 
ui *• dohu Ihtll.iniy no *\ < *«». ; *’ and t unstable, petiimubously us 
ho had stood out annum! mam moro modest propositions of 
tins fin!tire, was ho w tubed upon by Ilia joaloUH feelings, that 
lua n * ;Mt t hit ton at mire gave way. Ho agreed on tho instant, to 
do all that dohu Hooiuod to shrink from as king ami at out' 
swoop olisiml tho Augean stable in Hanovor Street of unsale¬ 
able rubbish to tho amount of L.hlTfo * I am assured hy Ids 
mirviung part nor, that w hon ho hud tin ally redispt moil of tho 
stork, ho i»nitid lunrudf a loser In full} two thirds of this mum 
Bur! hound with this hemy rendition, tho agreement for the 
sale of |U,OOU rofftrii of tho embryo so non was signed Indore 
tho oud of November I Hi T ; ami on tin* 7th damtury IHIH, 
Hoott w roto to Ins nohlo fnotol id’ Buoehutrln —“I have tins 
groat pleasure id onriomng tho diarharged liond wliieh your 
< l ruro iitnod engaged in on uiv iirooiint/* 

Tito ttiiio umv appioaohisi when a Commbmmn to ox ami no 
tho Crown room m tho i aidlo of Kdinhurgh, mliioh had sprung 
front ono of MootfT renvoi milieus with tho Brhire Urgent ttt 
iMt/n wan at length to be arfed upon ; and the result was thii 
dmoovorv *d tin* long lost regatta of Meet hunk Of this oflieitil 
jirirofsiiiigH of tho 4tli Fob, IKIH, tho render has a full and 
jiiirtioiilitr iioriniiit tit an Kmm whieti Moutf jamiied^ shortly 
afterwards; hut I may add a Id tin inoidoni of tho litlw Ho 
mid several of Ins brother t‘omiiiiHstonora tltiui rtwisitod thn 
C‘itntlis itiTiiiii|iiiitif*il hy Homo of' tho laiiios of thnir ftuiiilit«, 
IIw flum?htor Sophia told ino that hor fatlmr’s nmvmmitnm 
hint work«'d hor fi*oliun« up to iitrh u pitoli, that whnn thn lid 
was again rontmod, ttho imarly faiiitod, and drow hark from the 
tnrde Ah sin 4 wan rotiriug, she wun Marthul hy hm nnm 
oxolmmmg, itt a lotto of t he deof*e»t etuotioth 11 iciitwthttig he* 
tween anger amt despair,** its she expressed it* u By 1,1— f No ! n 



OlW of the Politlisi c.mners m »f *putc rlifi’iilsi* III!*» 
nitv with whirls Sr* *! t iciouded I hi jr i .iuc'i's, 1 * * 4 * i it *<* 
a sort ui' mot lust a* it' If*' mount t«* put P e cr«»w u **u 
of our of thi' \oung ladies neat* Intis, hut the \i*n »* . 
of tIn* Port wore mure limit .suffice ni n* f hr w 

Homan understand his ; and io>pr»tihg tin* »■ 

with which lit* hat! tiol be*ii !an, ;hl to ^n.puth: »\ f M 
the ancient diadem w it It ait air <4 painful embai ra^iiu 
whispered, " Pray forgive mo, ” eel fuissm/ r»m 
moment, observe*! he; dan :f4*’t 4*\idH peh\ and h* u 
door, lit* immediately drew low on! <4 Us*' n>om, 
the air had .soiiiew hat reoo\hoi, walked with 
tlu* Moumi to < *asf h' Si loot. "Hr itin*-r o | ^ k al 
home," she said, "hut «*oiy n»*w am! tlins t irl 
tremble; and from that tune t tanned hr begun *« 
more like a woman than u child, I thought h* itked 
too, than ho hud ever done before.’* 

At lid a moment, his picution, take it for all in all 
inclined to believe, what jm other man had ever wni 
self by the pen tilotto. Ilia morion were Site daily 
only of Ida countrymen, hut of all educated bhirojie. 
oty wail courted by whatever Kind at id mild ah«*% of 
Btation, power, weal tin beauty, and non mm jdfmr 
other in ovt*ry dtunoiw! nil tun of respect and wnrdu 
few political fanatics and tiiumm pnetmitcrH upatt 
he appeared in town or country, w hooter had Scot* ! 
Idnii u gentle or simple**’ felt it move none rapidly I 
veins when he wan in the prtnemeof Scott. Tode’ie** 
many looked on m higher things, he rumadered tn 
wan considered by all about him, m rapid! y eons* 

large fortune : — .the annual |*r* *tit i* of bin morl* ;do 

several years, been licit less than I# HUtmt t in * d*m 
daily iw* muted Ids ensile wiw rising and j*r 

doubted that ere long he might recanve fr««n the jme 
his Prince some tUulinctioit in the way of internal 
as had seldom before l«*«*n dreamt of m tJif« tHmsi 
queneen of a mere literary celebrity. It wm hImhiI 
that the compiler of these puges first had the t»p|* 
observing the jiliwti easy modesty which hud mtmvei 
temptations of such a career; and the kimlmw* of 
vading, in ail tnreumsiiuieea, his gentle deportment, m 
him tlm rare, perhaps the solitary, example of n mia 
elevated from humble beginnings, and loved more 


fixed on himself the homage of the great and the wonder of 
the world 

It wan during the n\W i ng of t he < *eneral Assembly of the 
Kirk in May INftt, that 1 first hud fhe honour of meeting' him 
in private society : the party wan not a large one, at. tlie house 
of a uiueh \allied eouumm friend Mr. Home Hrmnmond, the 
grandson of Lord Karnes, Mr. Scot t, ever apt to consider too 
favourably the literary efforts of others, and more especially of 
very x nmig person a, reeeu ed me, w hen I was present ed to him, 
will* a cordiality w hieh I laid not been prepared to expert from 
one tilling a slat ton so exulted. This, however, is the name story 
that every mdtv ntuai, who ever met him under similar eireutm 
stances, has had to tell. When I he ladies retired from the 
dinner table, 1 happened to ait. next him; and he, having heard 
that 1 hud Intel) let anted from a tour in Uermany, made that 
eon airy and t In reeeist literal are the subject of some eon verna¬ 
tion, lit the course of it* I told him that when* on reaching 
the tint at Weuuur, I asked the waiter whether (*oet he was 
then in tin* town* the man stared an if he had not heard the 
name before; and that on my repeating the question, adding 
tiuvthv iirr ij rum* ilHttvr ft tie great poet)» lie shook his head as 
doubt fully us before until the landlady solved our diflleub 
ties, by suggesting I lint perhaps the traveller might mean “ the 
//err (tvhrimtr Hath t Privy < ’onusetlor) 1 *tm davtln*,” — Keott 
seemed amused with this, and said, M 1 hope you will eome one 
of these days and see me at Abbotsford; and when you reueh 
Helkirk or Melrose, be sure you ask even the landlady for no- 
body but ihv Sheriff,™ He appeared particularly interested 
when 1 described Hoot 1m as 1 first saw him* alighting from a 
carriage crammed with wild plants and herbs which he had 
picked up in tin* course of his morning’s Initanising among the 
lulls above Jena. *• I am glad,” said he, ** that my old master has 
pursuits somewhat akin to my own. 1 am no liotanist, prop* 
erly speaking; and though a dweller on the banks of the 
Tweed, shall never In* knowing about Flora’s beauties ; 1 but 
lirnv I should like to have a talk with him about trees!” I 
mentioned how much any one must he struck with the majes¬ 
tic beautv of Uoethe’s countenance -the noblest certainly by 
far that 1 have ever yet seen — ** Well,” said he, 11 the grandest 
demigod I ever saw Was Hr. < ’arlyle, minister of Musselburgh, 
eomuumly called Jupiter (hrhfh\ from having sat more than 

1 ** What tummies does Flora disclose, 

How §W4?«ti are her mt\Wm upon Twatnl, 1 * 

CuAwroatK 



than his precentor. As tor pools I have seen. 1 l«do 
boHt of our own time and count ty ' ami though Bun 
111 oh t glorious eyes tttittgttmhto, I never thought an 
would ooiiio up to 1111 art ini # s notion td the rii.inni 

Byron. n Principal Kieol of 81 , Andtom’s *nfu 
regret that ho had never mm% Lord Ih ion, ** And tl 

raaumari Hoott, 11 give one no impression of liim -tli 
than 1 ! Doctor, but it is not lighted sto, 1H n>n t mas* 
a thinij to dmtrn <*J\ A certain lair lad) * abuse imuu 
too oft on mentioned in connexion with Itts told n 
mine, that whon she first mm Bvr»»n, if was in a erow 
ami nho did not know who it was. Imt Iter eyes men 
nailed, and she itaid to herself, fActf jHi/e/itre i» mt/yi 
poor soul, if a godlike face and g<«Ustu* powers r 
mode any exeune for devilry, to In* note din had one, 
course of this talk* Hir l\ Murray of ttehtertyre, nn 
and schoolfellow of Bcott's, staked him, mm»m the t* 
had any faith in the antique hunt sol Homer. # * No, 
answered, smiling, t§ for if there Imt l**m either ! 
BtuoQoyer* worth their salt in llmw days the «*%% tier 
haadptaaa would never have had to frail On* polo, T 
lm?o alimantad the honest tniisi dmuifly among tl 
lay-figit»d > 

A law clays after this, I received i% cotsummtcattnii 
Masars. ItaliantytiOi to tin? effect tImt SI r. Hen! c; 

cations hail prevented him from fulfilling In* agreci 
thorn ah to the historical department id ilm Bdtnhmj 
Register for iHHI f and that it would lie ucroptalto 
wall m them, if I could undartako to supply it in flu 
the autumn. This projtosal wan agrtsHt to, him! 1 1 
quantly oooasion to meet him pretty oftei* during tin 
Wilton* Hi told inti, that if the war liiiil gone mi* 
have likad to do tint historioai summary m hr hue 
the prospaot of having no events to rwWd hut rad 
and the passing or rajaating of com hilts unit poor 
mmi hint \ that his iuMdth w» no longer what it 
and that though ho did not titiiait tit give mm writing 
— (hart ha smiled uignilcmtttly, and ilattend It in m 
a pile of MB. on tlt« Ifik liy Ititit)hit thought hSi 
©ntitlid to write nothing hut mdtiit would rnUmr Im 
intuit than a fiifigiii to liim* • * ««f UUmw*** 

Ha at this time oaaupiad tii liw ifra n filial 1 »itjt 


behind tin* dilute? parhmr in (’astlo Street. It had hut a 
single \ curhuit wiintmv* opening on a patch of turf not much 
larger tlnm ibo‘ 11 , and tin' aspect. of the place was on the whole 
HouilinniM, I he wM'A were entirely clothed with hooks 5 most 
of them folitmaml oimrluH. and all in that complete state of 
repair which nt n glance reveals a tinge of bibliomania. A 
ilii/cn volumes or so, needtul for immediate purposes of refer- 
enri% wen* placed close by him on a small moveable frame — 
soiiiet lung like a dumb-wait er. A 11 t in* rest were in their proper 
niches, and wherever a volume had been lent, its room was 
occupied by a wuiidea block of the same size, having a card 
with the mime of the borrower and date of the loan, tacked on 
its tomi, The old bindings had obviously been retouched and 
regdt tit the mod approved manner ; the new, when the books 
were of nny murk, were rich, but never gaudy — a large propor¬ 
tion ot bine morocco — all stumped with his device of the port¬ 
cullis, and its nmitih li-itimmi tutnn era — being an anagram of 
liii mime in but in, Faery cast* and shelf was accurately lettered, 
and the works arranged systematically ; history and biography 
mi one side poetry and the drama cm another — law books 
tiitd dictionaries behind his own chair. The only table was a 
milieuve piece of furniture which he had had constructed on the 
model id otic iit Ilukcliy ; with a desk and all its appurtenatices 
cm either side, that tut umziimctiHtM might work opposite to him 
when lie chose; and with small tiers of drawers, reaching all 
round to the floor, The ton display cal a goodly army of session 
iiuiierii, and on tin* de:4t below were, Itcsides the MB. at which 


fie wtu* working, sundry pitmdH of loiters, proof-sheets, and so 
forth, id! neatly done up with red tape. His own writing ap- 
I limitu h win a very tiaucUomc old hex, richly carved, lined with 
urittimm velvet, and containing tnk»bottles, taper-»taud, &e. in 
silver —--the whole in such order that it might have c i me f* i?mn 
the silversmith’* window half nti hour before. Besides his own 


huge elt*»w«clmir, there were but two others in the room, and 

fine nf these seemed! from its position, to Ira reserved exclusively 
fur the amunuensm l observed, during the first evening I 

ttjtcitf with him in thin mmeimm t, f that while he talked, Ms hands 

were hardl) over idle*, sometimes he folded letter-covers — 

mmmtimc* lie twiiflcd jiajmr into matches, performing both 
tiutki with great incctiiifiiiml ex pert ness and nicety; and when 
thorn was no tuum* ptipr fit to Ira so dealt with, he snapped 
his fingers, iintl tit© iiiilile Umlh aroused himself from Mb mit 
tin tiiii hearth*rug, mid laid his head across his master’s knees, 
to tut tiifei»n4 and fondled. The room had no space for plot- 



tin‘B oxrrpt om\ a portrait of <'lavorhnu* o, mhtrti finite ovi*r 
tho chinumypmn*, with u llhdtlittd tnrgH l>!| ml m r *1*1* , in*I 
broudawordn and dirks {mrh having it ^ mm i dispiumd 

star-fashion round thorn. A tow gromi tin mirli an aid its 

itors koop titlmdowlH in, worn pilod ovor «trlt olhor on otm nitto 
of tho window; and on tin 1 top of llo* m lay a f»»\h* tail* tist*nittod 
on an antique fttlvor huttdlr, whorrwiih, m «dton a* lm hud 
oooiuiion to tnko down a lw«»k, ho t;mU U l»ru hod tin 4mt «»ff 
tha nppar loaves batore optmiug it, 1 think i hum m* uhoiioit 
all tha furniture of ilia room rxrtqif it m*rl of iad*tor t tow, broad, 
wall carpeted, and strongly gnaritod it ft ft oaken bi u hmh 
ha helped himself to books from hi < lngh**t 'dmhiM ihiffie 
top Htap of thin eunvenienro, Homo of fliirdVMt * *o ♦ ullrd fr«*in 
<ma of ilia (lemma Kimlvr mtin'hrn\ % n venerable tom «\it, 141 
and slaak, and no longer vary hsomotive, usually lay tvnfehmg 
tha proceedings of his master and Maida with an usr of dutm ■ 
fled equanimity; hut whan Maida chose hi leave the party, ha 
signified his iiudittattons by thumping Ilia door mitli lit'* huge 
mw, m violently oh ovar n fashionable ft*otmnti huttdh'd a 
fuioeker inOroavenor Hquara; ilia Sheriff rowan*) opmed it fur 
him with courteousalacrity, — aiwi then llmim tMioodnwn purr* 
Ing from lib perch, and mounted guard hy the foot;? tool, nrr 
Maida absent iijmiii furlough, Whatever sliwaonr^a might )*« 
panning, wan broken ©very now and than hy mt«r ufferttomito 
apostrophe to these four looted frioml*. lie 
stood everything ha said to thom — ninl 1 Mmi#* they del 
understand a groat, dtml of it. lint nt alt event«, d<< * uni cats, 
like children, haw noma tit full title faitt fur dismveritiv? at once 
who in, and who is not, rosily fond of their company , and I vent* 
urn to nay, Scott wna mmw flvo iiiiinif4*f« m any tmmi I«4hip 
the littlu poti of tho family, wJiofln^r «IninSi or lifiping, hitd 
found out liti kindnonn for ail ttwdr gimorattntu 

I nevor thought it lawful to kttop a journal tif what 
In private sooiaty v m flint no otto titanl «j»rt from Iti*^ «mt|ttnl 
of thin narriitiftt tmy tlidailnf fomnl of fatmliar talk. 

What fragnmnii of it Iievii hap{mtiod tr> adh^ro to » ftdoriddy 
retentive moinory, anil may \m put into hhirl .uni nhifr with 
out wounding any foslingn wtiiisii my frmud, wrro I m nlit# f 
would havo wished to spans f ilnill iiitrmiuro m tho oooaaion 
suggests or norras. But I dirndnim on tin* tliri\4i«14 Jinffdiia 
mort tlian thini amt I ulno wiali In onlur ii proii^f onro J f«*r all 
against tlm gonaml Itltlily of atwora) literary who 

ha?ii UntUy forwardad te inti private hmuhratton** of thnr^, 
diiigntd to ,B$9$§§tlii$§ Htmtt, and whinh Utoy may prolatbly 



publish hereafter. To report conversations fairly, it is a nec¬ 
essary prerequisite that we should be completely familiar'with 
all the interlocutors, and understand thoroughly all their mi¬ 
nutest relations, and points of common knowledge and common 
feeling, with each other. He who does not, must be perpetu¬ 
ally in danger of misinterpreting sportive allusions into serious 
statement; and the man who was only recalling, by some jocu¬ 
lar phrase or half-phrase, to an old companion, some trivial 
reminiscence of their boyhood or youth, may be represented as 
expressing, upon some person or incident casually tabled, an 
opinion which he had never framed, or if he had, would never 
have given words to in any mixed assemblage — not even among 
what the world calls friends at his own board. In proportion 
as a man is witty and humorous, there will always be about 
him and his a widening maze and wilderness of cues and catch¬ 
words, which the uninitiated will, if they are bold enough to 
try interpretation, construe, ever and anon, egregiously amiss 
— not seldom into arrant falsity. Tor this one reason, to say 
nothing of many others, I consider no man justified in journal¬ 
ising what he sees and hears in a domestic circle where he is 
not thoroughly at home; and I think there are still higher and 
better reasons why he should not do so where he is. 

Before I ever met Scott in private, I had, of course, heard 
many people describe and discuss his style of conversation. 
Everybody seemed to agree that it overflowed with hearty 
good-humour, as well as plain unaffected good sense and sagac¬ 
ity ; but I had heard not a few persons of undoubted ability 
and accomplishment maintain, that the genius of the great poet 
and novelist rarely, if ever, revealed itself in his talk. It is 
needless to say, that the persons I allude to were all his own 
countrymen, and themselves imbued, more or less, with the 
conversational habits derived from a system of education in 
which the study of metaphysics occupies a very large share 
of attention. The best table-talk of Edinburgh was, and prob¬ 
ably still is, in a very great measure made up of brilliant dis¬ 
quisition — such as might be transferred without alteration to 
a professor’s note-book, or the pages of a critical Review — and 
of sharp word-catchings, ingenious thrusting and parrying of 
dialectics, and all the quips and quibblets of bar pleading. 
It was the talk of a society to which lawyers and lecturers 
had, for at least a hundred years, given the tone. Trom the 
date of the Union, Edinburgh ceased to be the headquarters 
of the Scotch nobility — and long before the time of which I 
speak, they had all but entirely abandoned it as a place of resi- 



donee. I think I never knew above t u «♦ m 1 tbi*e of 
ago to have houses there nl 1ho same line* and i 
usually among tin 1 poorest and in«^*s tv. v^mhi *rt *4 lls 
The wealthier gentry had t'ollmu d f li » a 11 *'\mv\'A«\ 
of that edass ever spent any rouHider.diln ji.it f ul flu 
Edinburgh* except for the purposes of odium! tug then 
or superintending tin' progre m of n law-out , and t) 
not more likely than a srure nr luo »d o m.®* ,»< unit 
old Indians, to make head a tailed tli# outubh died i 
of academical mid forensic tvlohnly. NowSoii’n f, 
resources had not tune!* in romutoti «itli tho\o %% \u 
herited and presorted the ehief nut hunt) in t hoi \ 
hierarchy of rhetoric*. He was In dtH amused %%tth 
their dexterous logomachies =■• tmf Imdidiohi m ai« h 
arose mainly* I cannot doubt, from the tie! <»i ftp 
both m to subject-matter simt Mlyl«^ unit metlutd, reim*; 
mdm ditdim lie sat by, a* he tumid have done nt n * 
ora ftinoiiig-ttiiitidi,enjoyingand applauding the aUdi t 
but without feeling much ambition to parade litiin 
rival either of the foil or the hm*ktn. 1 ran men It 
therefore, that in the earlier part of to life |« hue 
of universal fume had overawed lt«i! prejudice, m 

E nemtion, aesmstomed to heartd flint fame from then 
A grown up —it may have been the common U ash*p 
in Edinburgh, that Scott, however 4t ditiguvdicd otlin 
not to lie named m 11 table eompuiiinu in tie* ^tmo 
this or that master of liiiniiimii dt ^eiUforn *n tpuek t 
who now sleeps m forgotten m Ins pmdiittiftour If 
ml enough that tmraouH brought, up in the m«ou< |« i 
who remembered all hi* Imginttittga, and had hut stowl 
to acM|U!®ic» in the justice of lii» claim to imiiuillrd 1 
literature, should have idling nil lit® clutter for that In 
mmnm to tlitif original isitiumto of him m inferior 
i«l?ii in other title* to mi mi ration. If was aka nut 
their prejudice on that aeon* should Im readily taken t 

S oung iiiiiimnte who breathed, a* it were, the »ttmv 
mm professional renown, fmrlmfm, too, Hcutt** nkm 
Ism, and the effeot of lit* genius and example in modi 
tatelkrtml »way of the long dominant Whig* in the w 
baft bad ioa« nlmm in ttiii snattor. Hnwover all i 
ha?ti hm% tha mlmtmim of what I iunl t mm nenw 
bnwp unrMnlj w f tfmt teitt hud u mumdlmm 
storks, wbitil hti ofton UM with happy ellVrt, Stilt fir, 
tlioso drafts on a portentous itiamory, iiit off with a at 


fauhionod mhH'tt of liuuumr and pleasantry, his strain of talk 
was remarkable nritli»*r fur dt*pth of remark nor felieity of 
illuatration ; that lit.*4 vim\n anti opinions on the most impor¬ 
tant topies of pruetieul intermit worn hopelessly perverted by 
bin blind enthusiasm fur the dreams of b>-gone uges; and that, 
lint for tin* grotesque phenomenon presented by a groat writer 
of tho nineteenth eeutury gravely uttering sentiments worthy 
of bin cmn Dundee* and Invermdty les, tin* main toxturi^ of bin 


diseourso would be pmuotmeed by any enlightened member of 
modern soeiety, rat bin* bald and poor tban otherwise. 1 think 
the epithet most in vogue wan emumiwpiitee. 

It will bo easily believed, that, in eompauies stteh an I have 
boon alluding to, uuute tip of, or habitually domineered over, 
by voltiblo Whigs and political economists, Beott wan often 
tempted In put forth Ida Tory doctrines and antiquarian prej¬ 
udices in ini exaggerated shape, in colours, to nay the truth, 
altogether different from what, they assumed under other etr- 
eumittiMmc*, or which hail any real Influence upon bin mind 
mid conduct on occasions of practical moment, tint I fanny it 
will scent equally credible, that tin* most sharp-sighted of these 
Koeial critics limy not always have been capable of tracing, and 
doing justice to, the jam era whiidi Beott brought to bear upon 
the topics which they, not lie, bad chosen for discussion. In 
passing from a gas lit hall into a room with wax (uuuUos, the 
ptoitj# sometimes complain that they have loft splendour for 
gloom 1 but lot them try by what sort of light it is most satis¬ 
factory to read, write, or embroider, or consider at leisure muter 
which of tint two either mou or wmmm look their tetifc. 


The strongest, purest, and leust observed of all light*, in, 
however, daylight; and hix talk was commonplace, ju»t m 
sunshine is, which gilds the most indifferent objects, and adds 
hriUiimev to the brightest. An for tlm old-world auecdotes 
which tliese clover persons wore condescending enough to 
laugh at ntt pleasant extravagances, serving merely to relieve 
and aet off the outfit stream of delmte, they were often enough, 
it may tie guessed, connected with the theme in hand by links 
not tue less apt that they might tm too nubile to oaten their 
Ittilassletl and self-iiatigfted optic*. There might bo keener 
knowledge of human nature thou was “dreamt of in their 
philosophy wliieh passed with them for only 

(teruu*e it wm clothed in plain familiar household ^words, 
wit dressed up in some jKniautie masquerade of antithesis. 
w There are people,” says Landor, 41 who think they write and 
gjitmlc finely, merely \mmm they have forgotten the lAaguiip 



in which their fathers a ltd inn! hern tim'd t»* f;i!h l<» thrift ; ** nmt 
surely there art* n t lmuHatid Imtttch old pfmrfte, mists It tunny 
a dainty modern would think it bencmh ln*« diritiH to tpaite 
either u\ speech or writing, mix «»it* 4 *4 which r*ut«irsiM',‘i more 
wit (take that word in liny *d tte than could lie v\ 

traeted from all that was ever said or »rstint by the #Wfrt= 
miirm of the Edinburgh school, Mirny *»l th»*ne m'dlemcn held 
Beott’s conversation to lie commonplace epartly for the same 
reason that it child thinks a |*erf»rth limpid ■Uieam, though 
perhaps deep enough to drown it three tiuu ovet, mn 4 need?* he 
shallow. Hut it will he easily Itelieved that Ilir« \mii and high¬ 
est of their own idols had better means and skill of menaum 
meat: l can never forget the pregnant expression of one of 
the ablest of that school awl party I su'd < Wkhurti--who, 
when some glib youth chanced to echo hi lint hearing the 
consolatory tenet of local medhM'ritv, answered tfiiielly 11 1 
have the misfortune to think differently I nun yon*»»iit my 
humble opinion, Walter Scott’# sense m n still more wonderful 
thing than his pm in#.” 

Indeed I have no sort of ilcmbt tlint » long liefnre |H| 8, full 

justice was done to Hcott, even in the#** minor things, l*y nil 
those of his Edinburgh acmtatntanee, whether \\ lug or f fWj% 
on whose {Mtrsofiii! opinion ft# could have Umt mippicied to ml 
much value. With few exceptions, the really aide Uwy eg* of 
his own or nearly similar standing, had ere tfiiit time attained 
stations of judicial dignity* or were in flic apt tngtidc of prae* 
tine; and in either case they were likely to «ciuiif|cr general 
society much in his own fashion, ns the joymm feluxattnn of 
life, rather than the theatre of exertion and display. Their 
tables were elegantly, some of them suuiptiiou^h, '*pieud , and 
they lived in a pretty constant interchange of * iiiritiiiiniiciiti f 
in every circumstance of which* conversation included, it was 
their ambition to imitate tliose voluptuous metropolitan «dmlea, 
wherein most of tliiini hail from time to time mingled* and sev¬ 
eral of tliiiiii with distinguished success* Aiuotig such prosper* 
oui gentlemen, like himself jatst the wn^* ruiAmn#, BcirttV 
phsturesque anmxiotes, rich cany liniiiiinr, mid gay involuntary 
(I*mm of mother-wit* wetc, it is not difficult t« suppose, tip- 
predated aim?# esmiritmthm* of a more ambition* stamp, ami 
im inaht Ms London reputaHm if# (which Iml !iy uegrues 
riita to a high piteli, although lie rami nothing f or if i was 
not without Ite affsot in Mltitinrgli, lint still the old preju* 
die© lingered m in the general opinion of the place, 
among me smart prater# of th$ iMmMmm, 



In truth* it wan impuMHihlc to Union toNcott’soral narrations 
whether gay or serious^ or to the felicitous fun with which 
ho parried idmurditics of all sorts, without discovering bettor 
qualities in his talk than wit and of a higher order; t mean 
especially a power of pin'd painUntj -the true and primary 

sense of what is called Imntjimttitm, He wan like Jacques_ 

though not a “ Melunoholy Jacques; M and “ moralised” a 
common topic ** into a thousand similitudes.” Shakspoaro and 
the banished Ihikc would have Found him u full of matter.” 
lie disliked mere disquisitions in Kdinburgh, and prepared 
impromptu# in London; and pnr/Jed the promoters of such 
things sometimes hy placid silence, sometimes by broad merri¬ 
ment. To such men he seemed mmmtmpltu'e — not so to the 
immt dexterous masters in what was to some of them almost 
a science; not so to Rose, Hatlam, Moore, or Rogers, — to 
FJlis, Mackintosh, C’roker, or Fanning. 

rteolt managed to give and receive such great dinners as I 
have been alluding to, at least as often as any other private 
gentleman in Kdinburgh ; hut he very randy tioeompamed his 
wife and daughters to the evening assemblies, which commonly 
ensued tinder other roofs — for rnrtp to rise, unless in the ease 
nf spare-fed anchorites, takes for granted mrhf to tmL When 
he had no dinner engagement, he frequently gave a few hours 
to the theatre; but still more frequently, when the weather 
won fine, and still more, I Iteiievn* to his own satisfaction, he 
drove out with Nome of bin futility, or a single friend, in an 
open carriage; the favourite rides being either hi the Blackford 
Hills, or to Ituvnlstou, and ho home hy Horsterphine; or to the 
beach of PortoUdlo, where Peter was always instructed to 
keep bin horses m near an possible to the sea. More than once, 
even in the first summer of my acquaintance with him, I had 
the pleasure of accompanying him on these evening excur¬ 
sions ; ami never did Ini acorn to enjoy himself more fully than 
when placidly surveying, at such iunset or moonlight hours, 
either the mmmm% outlines of his “ own romantic town,” or 
the tranquil i»x patina of it# noble estuary. He delighted, too, 
in passing when he could, through mmm of the quaint wind¬ 
ings of the ancient city itself, now deserted, except at mid¬ 
day, by the upper world. How often have 1 seen him go a 
lung way round about, rather than miss the opportunity of 
1ml ling for a few minutes on this vacant esplanade of Itoly- 
rood* m under the darkest shallows of the Gaatlo rook, where 
it overhangs the Hmaamarkat, and the huge slab that still 
marks where tiro gihtiet of Porteous and tee Covenanters had 

X 



Johu’n pae© nmnko j»urh a i filial*, No tui 

crept more leiaurtdy fJuifi did Iim htitdatt up tin* I 
the t ’rnvgnte; and nut 11 tpnw fettering ©:d4o hut 
him is nun hmgdmrtod memory »>!' aplr'iidour or 
which, by a few worda, tit 1 m*t before the hear*’*’ hi 
of lifts, Ilia imago in m» aKHoemted in my niiiut wit 
uitkii of !ii» native plum, Unit I eat mot tit * w r 
without fool tug Hi if 1 wore treading mt In- giairM 
Whatever might happen mi the oilier rv* uimp* *; 
lift always dined nf home on Sunday, and tmiuill 
friends were then with into, hut never ;mv {tenon 
he stood on ceremony, These were, it may l*e i 
posed* the limit agreeable of hr* enfeHatnmeiiM 
into the room rubbing lisa luitiib, Him hire blight ;m 
like 14 boy arriving at home fur the holidays liw 1 
Mum tarda gambolling atmttfc lit# heels and even 
Mitidit grinning and wagging lit* fail in yvmpnfls 
fclin moat rtif ulur gneata on the*© happy evenings i 
tint©! m IiimI long lnsfcins Imm the tune, ’.Mm, Slurbs 
of Torloiak (with whom li« agretHi iwdully on 
ftieepl tit© imfliefitimly of Omnm), and her 'dang) 
guardian ho had Itmini© at tlietr idimets The eld 
hail Intuit for mmm yearn mani* d fit the Karl of Vm 
Marqui* of Northampton), and wm i*f ©tituse nel 
north; but the ©them had ftittrli of tint *ant«« taut*** 
pliihnifinti which no highly diatitignitihed the lute f 
ampton; and Sent! delighted e^jn utlH in their pi 
the jMMtirj and mmm of their mil!%*«» idea, Mi 
Bk«t® of ituhialnw wen* freipient attendant* — mnS 
MwHhiniilil-lliinliaimiii of Itrittinikiiii* whn«ft* eld©* 
laaballa, ww Ida chief favourite among all lib »i 
illtric# 1 table—- m wan, among fit© tuy own 

and companion, Jittfttjii Homo* n aingularly grar 
man, rktfi in tl» Bromine of hereditary fenliii, hu 
#if in the early bloom of Itin day*. Tito wolldgdot 
wm aehlom alwcsit \ amt vary tiften Terry m damn* 
<M»a with tliiittgli Um freipiently 

Among otbor {mwiiiw who now ant then appear* 
11 dinner* without the mtmw dUbo*,” m f% # ©tt ml! 
may mentionto nay tmlhittg of' aneli ©Id ©rott 
Tk$mmm $ and Hr, Kirkpatriek Hiiarw- 
ttadif Ikmmll of Aneliitileek, who kml alt Ida fat 
pod4nmotir f Jot ialty, without m» to 


moaner qualities — wrote Jenny dang the Weaver, and somo 
other popular songs, whieh ho sang capitally — and wan more- 
over a thorough hibliomaniac ; the late Sir Alexander Don of 
Newton, in all courteous and elegant accomplishments the 
motlel of a cavalier; and last, not leant., William Allan, R.A., 
who had shortly before thin time returned to Scotland from 
several yearn of travel in Russia and Turkey. At out* of these 
plain hearty dinners, however, the company rarely exceeded 
three or four, besides the as yet undivided family, 

Scott had a story of a topping goldsmith on the Bridge, 
who prided himself on being the mirror of Amphitryons, ami 
imeounted for his anoeosH by stating that it was his invariable 
custom to set. his own stomach at ease, by a beefsteak and a 
pint of port in his back-shop, half-an-hour before the arrival 
of his guests. But the host of (’untie Street had no occasion 
to imitate this prudent arrangement,, for his appetite at dinner 
was mother keen nor idee. Breakfast was his eldof meal. 
Before that, eame, he had gone through the severest part of 
his day's work, ami them he set to with the mil of Drabbet 
Bcpiire i ovell 

u Anil laid at omui a pound upon Mm plate.” 

Mo foxhuutcr ever prepared himself for tlie field by more sub¬ 
stantial applianees, His table w m alwavs provided, in addi¬ 
tion to the usually plentiful delicacies of a Scotch breakfast, 

with some solid article, on whieh he did most lusty execution 

~it round of beef— a pasty, mtch as made (til Bias’* eyes 
water™or, most welcome of all, a cold sheep’s head, th© 
charms of which primitive dainty he has so gallantly defended 
against the disparaging sneers of Dr. Johnson and Ids bear* 
leitderd A huge brown loaf flanked his elbow, and it wan 
placed tijMin a broad wooden trencher, that he might cut and 
come again with the bolder knife. Often did th© (Mark*' emmh f 
ciiiniiionly culled among themselves the Lively which trun¬ 
dled round every morning to pick up th© brotherhood, and 
then dcpoMted them at the proper minute in the Parliament 
C dose — often did this lumtmring hackney arrive at bin door 
Indore he had fully aiijMiiisatl what Homer calls 41 the sacred 
rage of hunger;** anil vociferous wan the merriment of the 
learned midm % when the aurnrined i«Mtt swung forth to join 
them, with an ©xtemporltieu ©andwioh, that looked like a 
ploughman’* luncheon in hi* hand. But this robust supply 
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would Iihvo norvod In in in liP ! t lm* f til* il;i\ ll«* ft*' 

anything morn Indore dinanr, and at domm It** afo 
Bparingly as Squire T«»v«dt*s nmor mmi flu biMidut,; 


■ - u Wilii nil flit' MtmoUtM' slr,#fi »s Is a nuiiift fim 
, fill mu I Vi^l ii*tl iiillrli i Itio 11 I 1 ^ 


The only dblttnt ho wan nt all fund * J w «*s«* tlm u!d 1 
tmm to whioh lit* had boon nmot<«mrd in tho dais uf 
Fair ford; and whirli realty are rrerilnttf dishi'*, 
truth, its St’otlaiid b«»rrt»tt»*d lr»»m Fran* ** U !’*»»«• * \d 
Modbus brought in Imr Italian lufiitui ti» reY«dntt< 
kitidion liko ftin riiiirt, < M in* u I of t la* «% I 
tlm rourno of his unvols found notuo Mppretumti. fop 
oh it nun. But, abovo all* who tan for (H that fire 1% s i* 

am hint tlm npUmdourn of \\ lutolnill, flunk < tnm -.*di‘ w 
monarch uuhwn bin first etittruo isirliiilrs twkylt'vkir ? 

It in a find;, which noun* jilitbispjilirri may thsnh m 
ting down, that HooiFs tirg.itimntnm, im to 'more ftia 
tho i©n»i, wan tlm tworso of ireqitmifw Hr bad voiy 
what tmwiftliMii mil nn oar; lire mindt \\ as ImmIIi Hi 
crnti. I have! soon him ftl-tiro lilioiif, mfti'oimuoi 

oautto, whim bin whole ooiiijniny I wd mired tlpur wom 
the* approach of mi ov<tr*kefit ikiinrli id vi’tomut; min 
by tho notwi or tlm palate could ho dormant d» r<»r 
from sound* Ho mold never foil Madm,* freio Hlret 
tin Oriental friend having moii!. hint n luff u\ f *h** p* , 
reunesudwred the oirmisitMtutiro miiin* tnn« afterwards, in 
for a kittln to have Sir dolm Muh'idm'* otunton of n < 
it turned out that Ian bailor, mmtmkmj, lU k*M» Inn 
nerved up half tlm Innn m itfiwf, hut ho witut 
physio: ho never willinglv swallowed more IIiiiii mir 
it, oiul wins wire to aiiatbcmattiu* n nwiiiiit, if nffp$p 
jMiating John Iltunifa epigram •— 

11 Bold anil mmi the Cekdmtijtti rnunmlt 
Old mm lil# ititti&w, iiiiil Sili iiifnl * 

I^it him drink f»rf # ttiti Ififliiti #iiiif«iii%ii ml»4^ 
tt« dmnk Hi# pitoti, mu I t$ln *|ilriiili#ii #l 

la truth, hi liked no win## rximjif part liiiif rfum 
olavat; but ftvoii in to tldw hint lin wna nn rminti: 
slneciroly iiriforn4 a fnmblor of whn^kv U«b\% to f 

pritiimii tf liquid ftiliy ff Unit twor inw«{ In tlm mm «f , 
II© rarely took my citlnif |Mit&tIoii wtitn t|iniit 



family; hut at. the Sunday board lm circulated the champaign 
briskly during dinner, and considered a pint of claret each 
man's fair share afterwards, I should not cun it, however, that 
bin Bourdouux wan uniformly preceded by a small libation of 
the genuine mountain dnn\ which ho poured with bin own 
hand, morn majorum % for each guest making use for the pur* 
pose of Htudi a multifarious collection of ancient. Highland 
qmtiijim (littlo cups of curiously dovotailod wood, inlaid with 
silver) an no I Rowland sideboard but bin wuh ever equipped 

wii!i.-but commonly reserving for himself one that wan pooub 

iarly precious in bin eyes, an having travelled from Fsl inburgh 
to Derby in the canteen of Prince Oharlio. This red in had been 
presented to “ the wandering Aseanius ” by some very careful 
follower, for its bottom is of glass, that ho who quaffed might 
keep Ins oyo the while upon tin*, dirk hand of his companion. 
The sound of music. — (even, f suspect., of any sacred music 
but psaltinsiugiug) — would be considered indecorous in the 
streets of Edinburgh on a Sunday night; so, upon the occa¬ 
sions I um speaking of, the' harp was silent, and Ottnrhutnn 
and Tim Ikmnin Ho uhv of Airlin must needs be dispensed 
with. To make amends, after tea in the drawing-room, Heott 
usually read some favourite nuthor for the amusement of his 
little circle; or Krskine, Ballantyms or Terry, did so, at his 
ret|nest. He himself read aloud high poetry with far grimier 

simplicity, depth, ami effect, than any other man I ever heard $ 
and it* Macbeth or Julius (’icsar, or the like, I doubt if Kem¬ 
ble could have hem* more impressive. Yet tlin changes of 
intonation were so gently managed, that he contrived to set 
the different interlocutors dearly before un, without the least 
approach to theatrical artifice. Not. so the others I have men¬ 
tioned ; they all read cleverly and agreeably, hut with the 
decided trickery of stage recitation. To them he usually gave 
the book when it was a earnedy, or, indeed, any other drama 
than ShaksjMmre’s or Joanna Hall He’s, Drydetds Fables, John- 
muds two Hail res, and certain detached scenes of Beaumont 
and Fletcher* cf§§*mtdly that in this Lover's Progress, where 
the ghost of the musical innkeeper makes his nppimraitcn, 
W|trc frequently selected. Of the {mete, his contemtmrarius, 
however, there wuh not one that did not ootne in for las part. 
In Wordsworth, his |*et piece!! were, I think, the Bong for 
Brougham Hustle, the Lfindfitiiia, and some of the early son¬ 
nets: in Bonthcy, Queen Orrucu, Fernando Kamirex, the 

Lines on the Holly Tree~iuid| of his larger pofiitis, the Thu- 
laba. Hrnhbe was perhaps, next to Bhakspearo, the standing 



freah and full; and* if n n*n% pun* fum, !n < h e I h id 
it wan aura to tin mud bv Be* at the Sunday ***emte# a 
and that with mtrlt delight* d ••injduou ,u be a* I 
plotely Hitt elder bard had kepi ad ho* milhu-namo t»u 
the pitch of youth* all Ittu ndtftttutuoMff h onon, itr*\ 
uuHtuiufxl by the* leim! dmp %*i hi* i.u * pae^t-y, 
beautiful example of II happily turn 4 and urfi 
cijdimul mind and rliursmter! 

Let nitt turn* mean a lute, b* a I abb* i?n different 
own, nt wfdtdi, from this tune tmaaid, I often mot s 


James lialhuity tie then Inr 4 hi St.. Jehu Street, a im 
oldd'ashiotied, and nfmrnnnt houses, sidpuning the I 
and I Inly rood, and ni m* great dea ane*» from Id,* pi 
tiildi»hiinmL Ho had mnn*i?*d n few year % b* L*re lltr 
of a wealthy farmer in I terwiek dure " a 401**1 ipitiitli 
of aim pit) manners* and j»ef feetly dmtnod ie ftitbiHr a 
Itwi young children wort* growing up about bun 
usually. If not constantly, Iind under \m m*i Im age 
his arid hi* wife's lender earn of whom it wa* tm«t § 
witness. Aj fur ns n stranger might judge, them nr 
a morn exemplary household, or it happier one; itr 
cxmasicm&Uy mot the jmM in St, John Street iitimi t 
no other guests but Krskitie, Teiry» Uenrge lb»g< 
another intimate friend or I wo, and* when Jaime* I 
was content to n|i|«w in his own trim and imst « 
kind liiitd of It is family, the respectful lint honest me! 
of Scott, the easy landlord of it plain, comfortable ii 
when titty great event mm nhm% to take id see in the 
especially cm the eve of it new uovel, were d« 
higher stmiu in St, John Street; ntnl to present 
those scenes was truly it itch treat, even - ^ it tm\ esj 
for pontons who, Iikn niymilf f had no mow 
rtit of thn world m to tli# aiitlmrwl$i|i of Wat or I* 
worn congregated id«nit tiiti printer nil Urn own liter 
of whom a «*oimidontltii number wtwi by 11» nnaiiw ] 
fwmiliar with **ttm mmkt ] 11 - - who* t§j 

owtd to bint that widely adopted Hite; - and fl» 
among th» mn% with lit# iwiiul mmt i#f 

humour—idthongh itwMitolitfciilttefai» f in lit 


1 tl#nrp Ifnprlli* «nt|, W,H* f t*n»ttmr of Hw Smm^ tutim 

S f&twmsit li now well known In tlie Utentry mmld i mm 
litew of Mwlci| of whtoh idi win# tmilsisnuHl hist ml^nm «| 
-lil 


piny of bin features, the diversion it afforded him to watch all 
ihti procedure of his swelling confidant, atui thci curious 
neophytes that surrounded the well-spread hoard. 

The feast was, to use unr of James's own favourite epithets, 
fjortjmm; an aldormauie disjday of turtlo ami venison, with the 
suitable accompaniments of leed punch, potent ale, and generous 
Madeira, Whim (doth wan draw in the hurley promts arose, 
with all ho could muster of tho port of John Kemble, and 
Hpouteul with a sonorous voice tho formula of Macbeth * - 

“ Fill full 1 

I drink to the general joy of the* whole table I** 

This was followed hy u The King, (Sod bless him Iand second 
earne — 11 Gtmtlomnu, there in another toast which never has 
lawn nor shall he omitted in thin house of mine — 1 give you 
the health of Mr, Waller Hcott with throe times three! 11 — All 
honour having been done to thin health, and Hcott having 
briefly thanked the company with Home expressions of warm 
affection to their hunt, Mm, Hal body no retired; * tin' bottles 
passed round twice or thriee in the usual way ; — and then 
Jtunett rose mum more, every vein on bin brow distended, his 
eyeii solemnly fixed upon vacancy, to propose, not m before in 
hi« stentorian key, hut with 41 * bated breath, 11 in the sort of 
whisper hy which a stage conspirator thrills the gallery — 
11 UvnUvmt'n 9 c* tu tim immortal Author of Wmmrhni! n 

— The uproar of eheering, in which Hcott made a fashion of 
joining, was iueeended by deep gitiinee, and then Ilitllaiitynii 
proeiMiited — 

H In hi* Ia»rd Burleigh look, serene and wrfoui, 

A **niiitliliig of Implying and tiiyiterlmwt n ~ 

to lament the obscurity in which hut illiiitrirnii but toomodast 
e 0 frni|ioiideiititilt olioaii to conceal himself from the plaudit# of 
the world — to thank the ©omjtany for the mimner in which the 
nomini* umbra had Itwi received*—and to turnure them that 
tliu Author of Wiiverley would, when informed of the eircum- 
atanee, feel highly delighted — •* the proudoat hour of bin life/ 1 
His, Ha Tho corn demure fun of Hoott’s features during nil thii 
mummery was perfect*, and Krskino’s attempt at n gay wmekm* 
Imim* wan still more ludicrously meritorious. AldilmrotttiphoiiGO" 
phornto, however, bursting m he wan, know too well to allow 
tho now novel to It© made the subject of discussion. 1 to name 
wm announced, iiiitl success to it crowned another ©up I but 



nft^r that, in# iiiurr *»! »l«‘sl» 8 4kili e T*» * m * *>« 

4 ilif, iiuhiililt'II hmim olio i»t Its 1 * HMfn 4 

that would havr *lmit» u«* »imh.n»<»ui V.m*, m» i *>r 
TlllS illllffl t\f l#«lf HI’ |!Pfi§*4|‘.% /V‘<’ |*»I 
7Vii 4 wiwf lilllt* rlirnil* IImiI ^ li* i j 

lowed, ititoraptMrHrd a tih il if f t« ** tom* m3h»o 
Ueorge Tliotiiaoii* the fnnul t4 Ikon h hU, Un 

Tim iiwirittnti WrMimj, **r lli^kr k * /rf 4 ? | »■ 4 *♦' 
anti »o it wont mi* until Si*m! and I mih *« 

or very ahdd jn'ramiHKn I lint hud rh.tmi'd t*» W i4in 
fit to withdraw, Th*it tit* 1 f *<» v* mt.s *! ,onr4 1 
ami olive* tit it* It 1 wii) IW bonded bm*« *» and ,1 ton:!*! 
jnntrli; amt when a fV» **).*.» nr*4 f hvf h«'*,r§\m 
stored htH power** *1 iinir'* nprn*‘d mi fIt*" 

the forthcoming romance. ch.ipter minrh.it 

— wtw the ery. liter <# A*/ r I# *4*#, * 00 / # 0 m4 is 

ooy Hhifts, the proofaduwt* w*‘n‘ at pu*dme 4 » in 

with many n prefatory hem, r*\-*4 ahmd filial fm r«ni 
tlin mmt striking dialogue I hoy rnMasm 4 

Til© flint I hoard ho read %m the Mwn 

Dean*, tlin I hike of Argyhs i»i§4 1 ‘a?nlto*% $n | 

Park; amt notwithstanding wane n\m r *4 thr j***ntp 
to which he was nddiotcd, I fitted %,ii f?»* 4*4 the 1 
iteane groat jttittim At nil ©units the rife* t 11 pr«««l 
deep ami memorable, mnl no wi*n 4 «<r th.it iho ©*uft* 
rapnor’a mm tmmftfr now fo J%*U 4 **\h t *© ? WAom 
hi# parting Kfave, width win imshntwly h«u$ 
Mimlnti, imwitoil ©ortiiinly mitli no ronti 
Bmliiiin, 

Wliat 11 tliffiifwili affair wim 11 ilinn©p| i 4 lllit*nifli jipi 

eluding many of Hi© aatno ^ af fin* junior pnilm 
in t.liosn flays KiteJtwtci, I tliinl # t»« jirifiit# ii|tiirtnif*sitj 
to Ida anotioii-riaiiiii in Hatmvnr Htn^ mm tint 4mm 
ke still kept embliuumecl 14 John IMIatttirttr ami 1 
Hooksilliiri.” At any wfi% sii«*Ii of hm #iit#rtaiiiin 
t?«p saw Siicitt partake of, worn gitoti m tim %ifl 4 »# 
Frith of Forth# liy Trinity 1 « u rmttml ^limii 1 I 10 l 
had iiifiitifl with an air of dainty ?t4lii}i4i#iw Unary, 
mg itriklnglf iiiotiffi with tlm iiiliitaiitiiil nit mm4 
m«« of hi* iiliiiif lifiitliiirii tl«iiiiii«lifi «i|Miiiititii*iil«.» 1 
wa« siffouftitmi by gardotia no mmtrivml m to m*m\ 
iiiiimMi iitea.% limtliig matny m alnnly tuff t tfi4ii«%t 
xnystorioua aloiWi inu^rajatraoti nmong thoir bright 
Iflg pp^oaaionai exoumioaa to Faria and Itriwiiiflii ir 


objects of nvrtu, had supplied both the temptation and ilia 
means to set. forth the interior in a fashion that might have 
satisfied the moat fastidious pvt itv mail reuse of Norwood or 
St. Renin, John, too, whh a married man: In* laid, however, 
erected for himself a private wing, the accesses to which, 
whether from the. main building or the bosquet, were ho nar¬ 
row that it was physically impossible for the handsome and 
portly lady who ls>ro his name to force her person through any 
one of them. His dinners were in all respects Parisian, for 
his wanted palate disdained such John Hull luxuries as were 
all in all with James. The piquant pasty of Strasburg or 
Herigord was never to seek; and even the p/eVr de tM stance 
was probably a Isuir’s head from Golden t*/*, or a turkey ready 
stuffed with trnttles from the Palais Royal, The picturesscat¬ 
tered among John's innumerable mirrors were ehietly of theat- 
rieal subjects — many of them portraits of beautiful actresses 
— the name Peg Wellingtons, Bellamys, Kitty (dives, and no 
forth, that found their way in the sequel to (diaries Muthews’s 
gallery at llighgate. Here that exquisite comedian's own 
mimicries and parodies were the life and soul of many a festi¬ 
val, and here, too, he gathered from his facetious host not a 
few of the richest materials for his at homes and motmpoiptoyues* 
Hut, indeed, whatever actor or singer of eminence visited Edin¬ 
burgh, of the evenings when he did not perform several were 
sure to Ih* reserved for Trinity. Here Brabant quavered, and 
here Listen drolled Ids liest™hero Johnstone, anti Murray, 
and Vales, mixed jest and stave— here Kean revelled ami 
rioted — and here the Roman Kemble often played the Greek 
from sunset in dawn. Nor did the jmputar tlmmmmi of the 
time disdain to freshen her roses, after a laborious week, 
amidst these Paphian arlsium 

Johnny hint other tastes that were emtally exjwmmm He 
had a well furnished stable, and followed the fox-hounds when¬ 
ever the covert was within an easy distance. His horses were 
nil enlted after heroes in Scott's (moms or novels; and at this 
time liw usually rode up to his auction on a tali milk-white 
hunter, yelept (M Mortality, attended by a leash or two of 
greyhounds, —-Die Vernon, •ionny Dtmnimm, and so forth, by 
natiio* The featherweight himself apjsmred uniformly, ham- 
liierdiidiand, in the half "dress of some sjKirting-eluha light 
grey frock, with emblem* of the dilute cm its silver buttons, 
white nnrd breaches* amt jockey-boots in Meltoniau order. 
Vet lie affected in the pulpit rather a grave address | and want 
really one of the most plausible and imposing of the Ruff tribe. 




Probably Hrof pro#© turn uv©m uvd Iim bnlitirun# pv*v|*«*!t»)ttit*#i 

for t!i«i |»opI wan, wli«'ii :.,*l«** wrir 4 4 nlv ni* 

tondnnt 111 Iliiiii»v«*r SttrH, *in 4 \mn’,vH 11 #4 ftm h v*f vnrr^vtm 

of tho nuim'rouH cu»ui|M % lit««»^ t*n <n< m mn m #w t \ 

tliWi liwitpi, Miliiiii*at 4 iniir.ifi'ipts, ,iti4 *44 lnjtrh *vTm*4 * M.mU, 
by tha way, went so w«*U it» a #*4 In-* in.i 4 * 4 % hm-im, f h if alnnit, 
tit© tint® whatt tha Point *4 Sr^mn m », Mom n* im* *t» up fur 

tha clay, ha might tttmnUy bo j.wii mnrliwi m rujimimmii among 
Johnny’* own lui'l of gr«*yhnuftd# a? slip flu- h*»M i4 ih«* uturl, 
It wan at on** of thns© Trimsy dm mo * fin that 1 

first saw <?cnwtiilil«% Ibong Mtrtmk mth bn uM%r%\ I milml 

Boott who ho ivipi, and tt«» *1*1 in# ■■■■«*»* pi •* **> 110 : mtr|»ri#i* 

that anylwiity should hav# hn*<l a ntnu*i or §0 tvliiitmryli 
without knowing, l»y sight at Irani, n * u j,vo w ho ^ 11211 m* i% 4 m 
so familiar to tlw world. I Iiiiji|^iir4 u* f h a t had not 
boon {ir«|iii«iil In find ilia limit li^4%’«4|r*r n mmn of' wit goti* 
tlam&nliks and tmm distinguishi'd lummi#. Bimtt mntlrd, and 
atiiWirticl ~~ ** Ay, ikuwfiilik* t§ tndtmd n grititddooktng rhbld* 
II© put* m* III Ittittfl Ilf Pudding** ii|i«hii|y |<*r f«4*h \U***h\ - 
to wit, that Josaph Andrew* had tut ;iir win* h, So fStmr who 
had not a*an many nablaiiiatt, would gun j«§ id# 4 of nobtlstvT 
I hail not in thorn days bmtt mtudi iiiiiuitnl m tin* |»nvkia 
jokus of what i« salted, by way rtf ©wttotir*% fi# tm%y % and was 
jmiltfl whan Hoott, in tint mtgfm of tin* dtiumr, said ft* thim 
Stahl ©! 11 Will ymtr Pmrbh Mnjoity in in* tli« turnout to f -ikn » 
glass of champaign f n I a*l©»d flo* i«i*#trr *d tliw IViiat for 1111 
ixplanation. 41 Oh ! M iiikl ho, •* uro yt»*i in uri^n m not to kmm 
that Cbiiituhli lonn iiiioii ilnlilnal iiiiimpff 11# «f JIum 
otwy, Joh 11 Murray 'l%* Jimfier**? **f th** llr^.niwl iaiiiiiiniii amt 
his string of imttmrn Tim itimn f n ** tint wtnit titlm” 1 
aikotl, u has Mr. dcihn Ihilluntyni* Ininwlf f»«in4 m thb mm 
Mmmmeh lM that Urn ,^tinl 1 *# tin* ha */’ tjiintli 

Johnny: << WIinn I §§ut iiji for n biwlwltmy Tim Pinl'iv rlin#* 
tinsel ms Tk§ f)#«/«/ - tint, tin tn#w stHtaidsm im» m 

»«t thing to el@tiiWfiii«iln > Ho mldf4 ~ #l Hi* Majsaty Hit 
antomt is too fotid of thsuo fitoktiattts*. t hto thty » j*mtiW of 
th« how# of Ikinpma mm dining with linn m tin* rniiiiirf, 
to ifttli an Impoitaxit pissti of inimnrn^, nbnit wliitli %\mm m* 
sntrsd a moA tloal of diffisnlty, 1 If Imt linn you haw in 
font pond thsrsPsaid t!i« Ijincloiior, liy way »f iiiifiiiilhtiia. — 

1 Swans t # iriitl Ckitiitoblst * tlnty nr© only umm min*, llirw 
art jwt ifft of th«» f If you tt!#tt§© to uhmtnu »mi ili©ir mmum 
»§ ijmgmm) Hurst, mm, tirtiw, and Itomn/ lids nktt «to#i 
«i« Orarty a good t»rplin w 



It always appeared to mo that dames Ballantyno felt his 
genius rebuked in t ho preseneo of Pmmtable : his maimer was 
constrained, his smile servile, his hilarity elaborate, Not so 
with Johnny ; the little follow never seemed morn airily frol¬ 
icsome than when ho capered for the amusement of the (t/ar. 

Whoa I visit o<I ('unstable, as I often did at a period some¬ 
what later than that of which I now speak, and for the most; 
part in company with Scott, I found the bookseller established 
m a respectable country gentleman's seat, some six or seven 
miles out of Edinburgh, and doing the honours of it with all 
the ease that might have Imen looked for had he been the long- 
descended owner of the place; ~ there was no foppery, no show, 
no idle luxury, hut. to all appearance the plain abundance ami 
simple enjoyment of hereditary wealth. His conversation was 
manly and vigorous, abounding in Scotch anecdotes of the old 
time, which he told with a degree of spirit and humour only 
second to his great author's. No man could more effectually 
control, when he had a mind, either the extravagant vanity 
which, on too many occasions, made him ridiculous, or the des¬ 
potic temper which habitually held in fear and trembling all 
such us were in any sort dependent on his (’zarish Majesty's 
pleasure. In him I never saw (at this period) anything hut 
the unobtrusive sense and the calm courtesy of a well-bred 
gentleman. His very etpuimge kept up the series of contrasts 
imtween him and the two Italluiitynes. (Constable went hack 
find forward lietwoeu the town anti Poitou in a deep tiuiig and 
capacious green barouche, wit limit any pretence at heraldic 
Masonry, drawn by n pair of sleek, black, long-tailed horsoa, 
and conducted by a grave old eoaehman in plain blue livery. 
The Printer of the Omongate drove himself ami his wife about 
fdie streets amt suburbs in n snug machine, which did not over- 
burthen one powerful and steady nob; -*>- while the gay Auc¬ 
tioneer, whenever he toft the satidln for the box, mounted a 
bright blue dog-cart, amt rattled clown the Newhavon road with 
two high-mettled steeds prancing tandem tadrirn him. 

The Hhorit? told with peeuliar unction the following anoodota 
of this Hjmrk:—-The first time he went over to pick up euriemi- 
t\m at Paris, it that he met, in the cowrite of lain 

trofHekiugs, a eertnin brother bookseller of Edinburgh, an un¬ 
like him an one man could welt Im to another — n grave, dry 
Presbyterian, rigid in all his notions its the buckle of hi* wig* 
This nreeimi worthy having ascertained John’s address, went 
to calf on him a day or two afterwards, with the news of some 
ruddy illuminated missal, whltiii tie might jiowibly hi glad to 



make* pri/.o of, On asking f*»t his fttrtuh a coding htytoii* f | # » 
phtee tuforiuod him that J/oiisiom#* had gutto *#nl* hut that Jin 
dame wiui at homo, N*»t douhtitu' ilt.il Mm lUllimHm* Iiint 
aooomjmniod hor hustoittd nut Inn ?t$jt, to* «U u* 4 t»* j m\ hm 
ro8|wotH to and was ttshorod in ,.40*‘<«rd*n:'H . •* Hut 

oh f Mr. Hoott! ” mud, or rathor groanod ftp* ann»«*t«* ridor t»u 
hia roturn from thi k tmidorti |inl*% I*#i» •• %U HrM§» tto<ro 

wan iiihi Mrs, John yotidor, toil a j*ust§fu 4 Jr/uhrt nil in* u|i m 
heir hech wi* II wliwii liiifunlriif Ftmitrft Unun* t * IiLr too >$4\ ami 
twa or throe whtskoiud hku'k,;<Mrd », i Tun slnui »«4Uti«*ii «»* 
uirkmu'kM am! w »w\ I mu nut */ th«* hottso an if I 

had ttoun Hhoi. What judgment mill I ankod m-iirlil mum 
to! Thu Lord j»tf\ mi! M Hmtt ii'iw a sot'ero enough eomtor 
in th« gwtmil uf mnJi tovilie*, hut itumtdunv, in the rim M «if 
Eigdtunfuiinidim, he seemed to regard them i%illi iiunJi tlip 
ilium toleration ji.n tli« naught V lurks «#f a monkey in the 
“Jardindtut Plantm” 

Why diii Hoott fumbt. in iiiiiiiitf lift nil hm fittml ifn{ifirtnfit 

eonoernH with them* Italian! y mm / Thu reader of these 

will hats all my mntormto fur m\ answer; tod in the tw^ninm* 

hit it tftiiltMi In *my, tliuf In* mm the nnwt puiienf* Umg judfotitig, 
affwtionato, atul eharitaldo uf Mankind; that in the mm* nf 
both tlm brother* hi* mult! eotud, alter all* on a Muooi»d,i t tun » 
a jmmdotmtely dovotod nttariiment to \m t>rfi#is < that, with 
the greatest of human \mnm* «*e m m all kit tntoon«|tit»raltto 
power i and flint lie wtit* twi loftily t*jfu$**d aside tin* intti^I 

iiumt dnngtirciiii amuutly of flattery » ttw Uhm4mhuwnt uf tlniiit4, 
tliti oondoaatmaitm of prtttcwa, tliu ifiitluwiiiaiii of Inttl 

itill hm wtrnk jMiint f iijmiii wlibli twuur thro# Iii»IiI«i \nm%%m% 
and will iinwuiiriud* lliougli moat frivolotta tiiiiluriiiinitr, wut) 
ktiiiw haw ii» dirtmf Ihtur iifijir«ndim It wm 4 fnituirito «iw 
of his awn, that tli© wiiiist our w*® oftott tliu ntunip* 

ltc»k of folly to to all ox|amdiHl iifwiii mnup «m® thigrant 4l«uii 

dity. 

f alliicltcl to ilaaiii IlaHantytio ? i ruitling **f tin* tmmmw iutiiti 
In Eieliiiiciiifl lark, Awurtliiig to MrufE# migmmt mt*mUt*n % 
wa§ i^uoimI iSfkii of JnMmh was t*i havo itiuSni|it*| twfi talon ^ 
pt Wi tltnnii Itoini# Hotm grow mi tin lil§§ luiiff m m mafco tlii» 

lmpoiatbloi anil tho Utnrt of Mld*fiiitliiait itltiim tli«» 

mm ToltuMa whioh a|>|toar«td In .Inn® IHIH, ai,«| mm* itt mm 
plapd by awtomattoii ttt tli» f0rtiiiii*t rank of Itii wrttitii{N« 
«ncly' puiaa Btuart^a {dottiro of tlio sotithofn rnnturo iiuti" to* 

touM, $lt§wltnr§| hit I mtipt ntd tuidt tiur«* itorowtt mmarka 

#n tna prinolpal oltaraotor 1 ** Hon j do w* | r , o to^niniting t*i m%s 
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till 


iIn* author would woar himmdf out; it wan going cm too long 

in tho aamo koy, and no strikiug noton could possibly lm prt>- 
ducotl. On tho contrary, ! think tho interest is stronger lioro 
than in any of tho former ouoh — (always excepting my first- 
lovo Wavorloy) — and one may 04mgratuInto you upon having 
effected what many havo triod to do, ami nobody yet Htieeeeded 
in, making tho porfoutly good oharaotor tho most interest ing. 
Of lato days, especially since it has boon tin' fan 1 don to \vrito 
moral and even religious novoln, ono might almost say of name 
of t ho wise good heroines* what a lively girl onoo said of hor 
woll-moamug atmt — * Upon my word she in ommgh to mako 
anybody wicked.’ And though hoanty and talontH am honpod 
on tho right side, the writor, in spite of himself, in sure to put 
agreeableness on tho wrong; tho person from whoso errors ho 
moanH you should take warning, runs away with your Hoorot par¬ 
tiality in tin' meantime. Had this very story been conducted 
by a oiinmuii hand, Ktlle would havo attracted our concern and 
sympathy Jennie only raid approbation. Wborons Jennie, 
without youth, beauty* genius, warm passions, or any of hor 
novel* per feet ion, in boro our ohjort from beginning to end. 
Til# is 4 enlisting tlio affections in t ho cause of virt no* ton 
times more than ovor liteluirdson did; for whoso male and 
female pedants, all excelling m they are, I never rould rare 
half #o tintrh as t found myself inrlinod to tin for doanio before 
I finished tho brat volume,” 

From the choice of localities, and tho splendid lilr/iiiiing of 

tragi rid eireumNtuucoH that had loft tho strongest impremdon 
tut tlu» memory and imugiuutiutt of every inhabitant, tho roeep* 
tioii of this lato in Fd inburgh was n mmw of albeugrotifbng 

oiithiisinaiii, sttelt m 1 uuvor wiiitoiwtsl there on tho apnimraiioo 

of any othor fitorary novelty. Hut tho admirntion atm dolighl 
worn tho same all ovor Hot Aland. Novor liefore had ho naked 


ittrh rotdly nohlo foutumt of the national character ns wore 

canonised tit tho ponton of hi# timitidy heroine; no art hud over 
devised a happier rititititig contrast than that of hor unci hor 

h inter, or interwoven n jairtrnititro cif lowly manners and ititte 

pie virtue, with mom graceful delineation* of polished lift*, or 
with ladder shadow# of terror, guilt, crime* remorse, iimducmt, 


a nil a=l 1 1111 ^ of tho jniniion#, 




chacocr x. 


Hkefceties of Abbotsford ~~ 111 newt ami Pomentio AftUrMoiiK~~ The Itrhkt 

of Liimmurmtmr—llio Legend of Mimtmuo — lvtmhoe. IHIh IhIO. 

Tiik 12th of July [1818] restored Hoott m tumid to the 
ttupemsion of hm trees anti carpenters; hut ho had already 
told the Ballantyttes, that the story which he had found it 
impossible to include in the recent series should bo forthwith 
taken up an the opening one of a third; and instructed John 
to embraee the first favourable opportunity of offering (km- 
stable tin* publication of thin, on the footing of 10,000 copies 
again forming the first edition; but now at length without 
any more stipulations connected with the 44 old stock. 11 

Before he sett led himself to him work, however* he made a 
little tour of the favourite description wills his wife and chib 
drett - halting for n few days at Bntiulanrig. thence crossing 
the Border to ( 'urlislo and Itnkeby, snul returning by way of 
Alnwick, tin the 17th August* lie writes thus to John Bab 
Iittifyiie from Drusuluttrig-—“Thin m heavenly w**iit Iim\ ami I 
am making the most of it, m 1 shat! have a InboritniH autumn 
Itefore me, 1 may way of my head and lingers m ttni farmer 
of tits marts when he nultdgetl tier with an extra fund —* 

1 Ye ken tlmf Miifffte wlttim 
For lliiit or HtntttiPf, 1 

We have taken our own horses with m t and I havo my jwny, 

The following letter to Mr, Morritt of Uoknhy, MJ% mrntm 

to have butm among the lir«t he wrote after Ilia return; — 

11 A nmnurofct*, UHh AVpf. tKIH, 

11 My omit Moiinifis — Wn have been eriiiwiiig to and fro 


ruptnd my purpose of ttdling % on m how \\v ;*nn»'d itiife ni 
Abbotsford, without a drop of nun, thu * iiia tour 

of flaw weoks in thi» mmw tin** wtuiflui in wln*!i no nun 

mourn! it... ii thing wltirli nrvoj 1*11 to m\ ha b»doir Hap 

tain hVrgUHnon t# tuductod into fit** oflteo of Krrp«o of tin* 

Krgalia, to tin? grout joy, 1 limit, of all Kdmburgh Ho Mw 
iintaml upon a farm (of t'tevmi Jirt'r-u in * oUNt'ipiotiro of f hit# 
advamnuumit, for you know it in a gonrrsd rul«\ that w ht>n«'\«*r 

a Heotgman gofu Hsh IioiiiI al**n*e imin\ ho tittitirdutf^K tintio ii 

to land An ho hm already latmt nil lit© inlvirr of nil tho 
notable* in ami about tit© go*»d of liainu'U, \w r^jiwf 

to mm Ina farm look lik«* a IitiH»tbook of pnttriiM, # * -nop of 

evnry Hovrral opinion whuh ho has m*iuv*»d imifi) mg tin 
appropriate twnor. il© is truly what tho Froitrli rail hu dmte 

<le earp$* n 


Outs of ilia visitor* of Bojitetitlw wiw Mr. it. <*ad«dl» who 
was now in nil litis wxwts *»f hi# father in ■'lam' an*I parfitrr 

(ktnstebte; and olmorving how hi# loud w.i* hmmmnl with 
lion-hunter*, anti what n uiititUw of hour* ho nimi daily in 

tho nomoany of hi# workjmupte, It© d» duung **n© nf 

tlitir walks, Ms womlor flint Bnitf should ovrr U* abb* In nut© 
book# at all white in tit© mmtry, <# I know," ho mint, ** flint 
you eontriva to gut a fow hour# in your own rt**in, and flint 
may do for tfm morn (Min-work ; but wlmti if that you 
think ? w — 11 Oil,” saitl Brnt.t f ** I It© dmmwmmi m»t thing* for 
an hour or so bofora 1 got up and fl$rr©\ th© inm* 1 mu 
dressing to overhaul my halMtei'ptng* half waking, tf© 

eftapffrf* -and wlion I got the p*i)**r Mot© tons if rottmoudy 
runs off pretty easily. Itosidos, 1 often uk*« a d* in the 

f lftiitatioiw, and white Turn marks mil u dyk© **» a dtatn, m 1 
ava diniobicl, orn^i funny may h* rntitiing iln am ttgj|«i in mmw 
0th« world*” 


It watt in thn month following that I first mw Attl»#fjifp$iiL 
Ha invited my fritntl John Wilaoti fiinw of Moral 

Philosophy at Kdittburgh) and n§f«idf to visit him f«r m day 

ot two on onr rotorn from an oxottmitm t« Ur, tViS,w»n f # 
lul villa m Winditrtnitrii, lint mmml tlm jiaHimilar day ithdid^r 
Sth) on wtittth it would bo moat imtivonmnt fnr turn to mauvo 
nsj m& w© disoovtmd on nor arrival, fltal In* had tinod it from 
a good-niAumd nnitim Wt fiinwi liini walking at no groat 
dinUmm from th# homnt y with it© m six young j»«tj§lit f uml 
hisMsndt Lord Mfdviiia and Adam V®typum&n, timing jin* 
an ntocl tct th:n^t f ^ ^ • * • Admiralty, ho Ml bark m 



little and said “ I am glad yon came to-day, for I thought it 
might be of use to you both, some time or other, to be known 
to my old school-fellow here, who is, and I hope will long con¬ 
tinue to be, the great giver of good things in the Parliament 
House. I trust you have had enough of certain pranks with 
your friend Ebony, and if so, Lord Melville will have too 
much sense to remember them.” 1 We then walked round a 
plantation called the Thicket , and came back to the house by 
a formidable work which he was constructing for the defence 
of his haugh against the wintry violences of the Tweed; and* 
he discoursed for some time with keen interest upon the 
comparative merits of different methods of embankment, but 
stopped now and then to give us the advantage of any point 
of view in which his new building on the eminence above 
•pleased his eye. It had a fantastic appearance—being but a 
fragment of the existing edifice — and not at all harmonising 
in its outline with the original tenement to the eastward. 
Scott, however, expatiated con amove on the rapidity with 
which, being chiefly of darkish granite, it was assuming a 
cc time-honoured ” aspect. Fergusson, with a grave and re¬ 
spectful look observed, “Yes, it really has much the air of 
some old fastness hard by the river Jordan.” This allusion 
to a so-called Chaldee MS., in the manufacture cf which Fer¬ 
gusson fancied Wilson and myself to have had a share, gave 
rise to a burst of laughter among Scott’s merry young folks, 
while he himself drew in his nether lip and rebuked the Cap¬ 
tain with “ Toots, Adam! Toots, Adam! ” He then returned 
to his embankment, and described how a former one had been 
entirely swept away in one night’s flood. But the Captain 
was ready with another verse of the Oriental MS., and groaned 
out by way of echo — “ Verily my fine gold hath perished! ” 2 
"Whereupon the “ Great Magician ” elevated his huge oaken 
staff as if to lay it on the waggish soldier’s back — but flour¬ 
ished it gaily over his own head, and laughed louder than 
the youngest of the company. As we walked and talked, the _ 
Pepper and Mustard terriers kept snuffing about among thee 
bushes and heather near us, and started every five minutes a 
hare, which scudded away before them and the ponderous.^, 
stag-hound Maida — the Sheriff and all his tail hollowing jmdr: 

- ~ __ 

1 Ebony was Mr. Blackwood’s own usual designation in the jeux Tesprit^ 
of his young Magazine, in many of which the persons thus addressetUb^ 
Scott were conjoint culprits. They both were then, as may be inf erre d^ 
sweeping the boards of the Parliament House as “ briefless barristers^’ 

2 See Blackwood for October 1817. 



nlmaring in jwrfroi oonfidwiw that tin* dog# r««i!4 4 

barm to jnmr jam:* titan itm vmirnddr tom * ,if» llm mm 
fold!, who !»iir 4 Hiii*d I bo vam uluw n^fli too irxt. 

At Iimiltli wo ilniw HPiir mill found 4* 

biuimdf, will Irw brothrMirlaw th«* fnroiioua Lirto 
Purdir, ms|ioriittrii*littt:, |*»i*o t» mouth, thr*v or to 
latxmron* boxy tit hiyiittf th*w n ftm furl lor t* Ln« l 
u I hnvo plau tod Itolltrx nil round i!» you o*r, M n:u*i 
laid out an iirUntr mi Ibo right hand »nlo lor s ho I 
\wm 1 tttimit to itiivo ii tf.unr at turn'd MU % thiimm 
in linn wruthrr « * tor i into f bat if* havo hni uinm 
cli»jM 4 imiiblns «if our old rifj ilr rlwilriiiid 1 lint 1 horn! 

tint mutoit hr guvo urn mntw turn* afto* w aid * lor loi 
cm that niwit tot Inn Lulling gi< on ** In imllto* ho l 

11 1 winlim to huvr a smooth walk ami »imniiy f 
with! 11 imr-ilint of IVtrPu rvmttitc jmalfii, 11 dim 

wan a dtmmt Prmthytornm, atid 1111111 u turn* lotvn 
years mantm {tallied Hrntt nn !im t*v«*tttftg ntndi, whott 

csijml ctbjrcd was In rnjoy, from tli« ImtvhojHttwit, t 

ing melody of ilitx goml ittiftL him ilr wo$ 4m* 1 

him reptiLsift IVtoPi sniinly tutor Ini tlte httmhio rin 

that nUmm of lluriii # i Saturday Might: ** 

44 Ttt®y etuntt tlielf mU*m in *ttni>t* gttlwf; 

Titty tun* Itiiir tty fur iti»* ie44o*t mm** f e 

It wm nii&f ttii iliiiiinr-limir Imtorr wo rrnrhrd f ho I 
pwiiiiitly I hiiw mmmxhhA a Junior niiiijiiitiy tliiin 
hav« fnndiitl to tin nt alt rottijtiiftlde willi llm remits 

modatumn of fit® jiltter; lint it turiuxlout that Adam 1 
and tho frUrndn whom I Inifti not m yrt 

find cjmirteri tdarwhorr for lint night, if in routtim 
Captain John Pttrgttiittitt nf tit® ltoyal Mitty u% fa%u 

tenant of Lord Innl room «wrc front II mil 

jthare wars present nlxo, Mr. Hrtdt of fink, whmv m 

within an iwv diatauoa; Hit floury I lay ILtriinttj 
writem, m cilcl bnmnot f wtlli gay, fividy, ntnl IngM^ 
Ijaianirs, ralated In tlit mutt* *te> both itali 

Sir Altiiiiulrr Ihm, ftio mrsutmr tor 
-wha« iligml iotfal fpitlitii!# havo \mm iiltinhul io 11 

4ntJihaptirf and l»r. Hiunt of Ilamlrr t ii nitnl«i4f anil i 
who, Imfliig waJiard 11 tortnnr in llm I 
Oowpany^ mtdtoal inr¥i» t lint! wiilun twi 

of Abhoteford, atii, tliniigli n« i*i»gtr jiwtliii 



Cession, had kindly inn piny ml all the resources of Ida skill in 
the endeavour to counteract Ida neighbour’s recent liability to 
attacks of cramp, Our boat and one or two others appeared, 
an wuh in those days a common fashion with country gentle- 
men, in the lieutenancy uniform of their county. How fourteen 
or fifteen people contrived to be Heated in the then dining-room 
of Abbotsford 1 know not — for it wanned quite full enough 

when it contained only eight or ten; but ho it. was- .-nor, as 

Hir Hurry MaedimgaPs fat valet, warned by former experience, 
did not join the train of attendants, was iltere any perceptible 
difficulty in the detail of the arrangements. Everything about 
the dinner was, as the phrase runs, in excellent style; and in 
particular the poktm t\ to Mmf announced m an at¬ 

tempt to imitate a device of the Duke of Bueeleneh’s celebrated 
cook*—by name Monsieur Florence— seemed, to those at least 
who wore battier acquainted with the Kaim of Derneleugh than 
with the cuihiiw of Ifowhill/ a very laudable specimen of the 
art. The champaign circulated nimbly — and I never was 
present at a gayer dinner. It had advanced a little beyond the 
soup when if. received an accompaniment which would not, per¬ 
haps, have improved the satisfaction of southern guests, had 
any such been present. A tall and stalwart bagpiper, in com¬ 
plete Highland costume, appeared pacing to and fro on the 
green before the house, aid the window being open, it seemed 
as if he might as well have been straining his lungs within the 
parlour, At a oause of his n^nnmmm performance, Scott took 
occOHtcm to explain, that John of Sky# wait a recent arquiaitiou 
to the rising hamlet of Abbotstown ; that the mini was a oapi- 
tad hedger and ditcher, and only figured with the pipe and 
phihdieg on high ommiims in Hie after part of the day ; * # hut 
Indeed/ 1 lie added, laughing, 44 1 fear John will soon 1 m discov¬ 
ering that Ihn hook and mattock are unfavourable to his 
chanter hand / 1 When the elotli was drawn, and the never- 
failing tulvet of introduced, John Bruce, upon some 

well-known signal, entered the room, hut m milikum* without 
removing his lnmnet, and taking his station behind the land¬ 
lord, received from his hand tint largest of the (Jeltie bickers 
brimful of Ubmlivet* The man *alutod the company in his 
own diulect, ttpjasd off the content* (nrobably a quarter of an 
Ettgilttli pint m raw aquavititq at n gulp, wheeled nkiiit im sol- 
iiiiiiily as if the whole ceremouy had been a movement on parade, 

1 I understand that this now celebrated mmp wn* by 

M. Kloretua* on flm r!»lt to ItowtiUt ftfu.r the publication of Onf 


and forthwith recommenced hi?* tnbmdvi and guilmrin 
continued until long after tin* Indues had Irfi th© \ 
the autumnal muon was iitriminmg hi «|m«s m tm h\ 

to dim tlitt rami lest. 

I had never before seen Scott in Hindi buoyant i§§t 
shewed thin evening — and I ttcvcr ©aw bun m lug! 
wards; and no wonder* for ihin wm tho first lino* 
Lord Melville, ami Adam Kerguwum. daily rniii|«iiiin: 
High School of Edinburgh, ami purifier© sn many jo|« 
of thnsarly volunteer {*irtod» hail mot mu©© tit© ©utitiu 
of what i may tail! th© serious putl of any nf flour In 
groat poet and novelist mum twrnitti: them tinder he* 
whan Inn finin' wna nf itn morn*, ami lb* fortune soetu 

nuting to about n ©tirrcsjmitdiitg height -.* nml lb© get 

uhorannoof his hilarity might havi Mverlloaed m it 
th© ijdiittti of a €!yiiit?, i Hd Jitoricii of flir asnl 

mummy worn relieved tiy sketches of real warfare 
non© but Fiirgnimwi (or !ltttfle#t Mathew*, tin* I hr 
dior) could ©varhavo given; and they touted tho m 
(jfmmbrtmkn and the limit it of iim /Ami mith ©tpial dto 

Whan wn roa© from Libia, Meott proposed t fiat wo * 
ascend hi© western turret, to enjoy a tstnotdtghl via 
valley* Th© younger pati of Iih company wore Um 
doio: some of Uni seniors, who had tried the linn 
found pretexts for hanging back. Th© stair* wer© « 
row, and steep; bill the Hheritf piloted the way, mnl 
them worn iwt many on the top m it mutil well jiifor 
for* Nothing ©mild b© more lovely than the pam»r 
th© harsher and morn naked feature* Isnttg lost in the 
moonlight; th© Tweed and th© flak winding ami spat 
neath our feet: and th© distant rain* of M mltmm aj*|» 
If carved of alabaster, under the black mass of the 
Th© pot, leaning on hi* iiittliiinoiit, seemed to hang 
beautiful vision as if tie liml never seen it t*dor© 


h© exclaimed, 41 1 will build me n higher tower, wit! 
spacious platform, iititl n staircase tattler fitted for ai 
Iow f » scrambling.” The ibper mm heard returning hi 
mint Mow, Mid hi called In tilni for /«or&if#er *»*« 
of Hkye obeyed, and aa the musle roue, softened hi 
topw©i Seott repeated in a low key the nteJ&nehoiy wor 
song of exile. 

On descending from th© tower, th© whole chiiijm 
assembled in the new diningroom* which mm stilt n 

Intndiii of tilt! It r til tioi tly^ iifljli 


for the occasion. Mr. Bruce took his station, and old and 
young danced reels to his melodious accompaniment until they 
were weary, while Scott and the Dominie looked on with glad¬ 
some faces, and beat time now and then, the one with his staff, 
the other with his wooden leg. A tray with mulled wine and 
whisky punch was then introduced, and Lord Melville pro¬ 
posed a bumper, with all the honours, to the Roof-tree. Captain 
Fergusson having sung Johnnie Cope , called on the young 
ladies for Kenmure’s on and avia’ ; and our host then insisted 
that the whole party should join, standing in a circle hand-in- 
hand more majorum , in the hearty chorus of 

u Weel may we a’ toe, 

III may we never see, 

God bless the king and the gude companiel ” 

— which being duly performed, all dispersed. Such was the 
handsel — (for Scott protested against its being considered as 
the househeating) — of the new Abbotsford. 

Awakening between six and seven next morning, I heard 
the Sheriffs voice close to me, and looking out of the little 
latticed window of the then detached cottage called the Chapel, 
saw him and Tom Purdie pacing together on the green be¬ 
fore the door, in earnest deliberation over what seemed to 
be a rude daub of a drawing; and every time they approached 
my end of their parade, I was sure to catch the words Blue 
Bank . It turned out in the course of the day, that a field of 
clay near Toftfield went by this name, and that the draining 
of it was one of the chief operations then in hand. My friend 
Wilson, meanwhile, who lodged also in the chapel, tapped 
also at the door, and asked me to rise and take a walk with 
him by the river, for he had some angling project in his head. 
He went out and joined in the consultation about the Blue 
Bank, while I was dressing; presently Scott hailed me at the 
casement, and said he had observed a volume of a new edition 
of Goethe on my table — would I lend it him for a little ? He 
carried off the volume accordingly, and retreated with it to his 
den. It contained the Faust, and I believe in a more complete 
shape than he had before seen that masterpiece of his old fa¬ 
vourite. When we met at breakfast, a couple of hours after, 
he was full of the poem — dwelt with enthusiasm on the airy 
beauty of its lyrics, the terrible pathos of the scene before the 
Mater Dolorosa , and the deep skill shewn in the various subtle 
shadings of character between Mephistopheles and poor Marga¬ 
ret. He remarked, however, of the Introduction (which I suspect 



WIW new In him t, that M^ihl wmdd «at* flint, m 
artist rh he wan, th*ctlio wm a <o*tn«,»n, and ti ,it s 
ii Cii'niiiiii wmiltl ever have prt»\uked ti r**mpnrt.m*i 
lunik of Job, ** the amndeat §#*©ui flint *■%% 1 v* %< %n\ 
added, that In 1 toiijwetetl tin' 1 end ut th* <>Un 1 h,i*l 
in tpimmnh from dcnpatr to match th< »deMng n*'*T*e 1 
Marlowe*# iktftiw fitmtm. Mr. \\ t \ u*n m»’tdo>nei 
that C'oieridfte wiih cn#atfcd mi 11 f ran-hOnm «>t t hr I 
hope it in hh,” wiicl Hcett: M t Vimdge ny<!*‘ Sehdh 1 
item far finer than he found it, and a# h«* «1S 1 d*« hi 
man him all the reaoiitvea of j.ontii »- h pod 

ho cannot minings fltriti m m I o bring out 111 


hii own on 11 Inrgo untie at all %01 thy *4 In4 g* 
in like 11 liiftifi 11I mml tali mill iilgrtt Hue:? 

itaelf in puff# intd gl«giiim» onle.* 4 ottio *tbtead bud. 
it into 11 cait-iron box, nwl compel tSie eomprcaaotl 
do itaelf jiwtiim I tin fancy and diction would tuna 
placetl him iihiifii nil lii# m:mUmqmwrnnm t had flatty ti 
the cii motion of ft iiniini jtifltfiitcitt and a 4fea*H ml 
now eijicet a front iirifiniil j***m from t "olorulfo, bn 1 
eauily make 11 nort of fame for ltiumeM m a peettoal 
that would In 1 a thing completely Mni<]ttc iiinl mti gen 
While tfiii criticism proceeded, 8 colt wm 01411111, 
tils brown Innf and 11 {date nf Mp|**red atdtttmt, 
which strongly remindful itm of liminile 
at Miinij/g Hull 1 nor mm \m tUwmmt topm m nl 
dominant otic, On tli© mtiiirttry, l!i*% aeiitenceft w 
dwelt on my memory dropt front him now amt tli 
pauses, ii it wcffg of hi* main talk* for though 
not help recurring, ever and mum, to tfi» jittbjwt, 
have town ipiii© tmt of hi* way to make iihv Iiicrii 
the chief theme of liii nonvnraation, wboti tli#ru mi 
mmm tmmmi who wm not likely to Imi imwh 
iff tit! akcniitofi. How often have 1 liw«l {$1111 
sncili occfwioiii, Mr, Vnllutit*a titfluii hi Hip butler in 
ixoitkfit piny of Tin llriuititf— rt Vm»r iiinjiiftif 
Indtid a twofold jm^itiapi:~btit lit mm mil MuM 


* g . ...... ... ,Ji|iirtir 

indttHi a twofold pmmm ^ho mm mt$ drinks 

mttm bpoikfiiat mm mm the amvp 

oontonti warn no numorooi* that bird IbdfiSlo m 
what tleatlcfit wm m liiinil - - nut iloiibtinn that t 
ho iomi wm particular n»ftnofi for mirk 11 ^lioul 
He ilfiit it waa tmndi the mum ntwl 

^though no wm Itm kinder m tin 


lints unci though ¥ rifling tittil (’rokor v 1 Jirr alifiiyii 

ready to HtroUdi the point of privilege in iny favour, I mu 
ueveriludesH a fiiir onukrtlmtor ft* tin* revenue* fur I think 
my hilt t*nr iotturii aiddom cornea under h Ihn a year; ftitil m 
to cmiwdepfitvtdtf, tiny art* n per fee! ruuiat ton." I In then 
lull! with high fiierrtft&tiftt n disaster that liml lately hefftlSeft 
him. "One morning liwt Hpring," he uni*!, " 1 ojteued a huge 
lump of ii dosjmtcdi, without I o* dung how it iviw addressed, 
never doubting that if butt travelled under some omnipotent 
frank like the thrift Iain! of tin* Admiralty* hi n, U* and 
behold, the eonteutH proved l4i lie n II8. {day, bv n voting lady 
of Now York, who kindly reipteatoti tite to reait find mrr«i it, 
equip it with prologue find epilogue, proettre fur if a favourable 
reaapiitm from the manager of 1 b ury tame, inul make II array or 
Countable bleed h&ndaomely for tin eopy right; ami on iituffertr 
ififf the ©over, I found that I had boon tdmrged five piniiidi 
odd for the {Mintage. Thin wan lind enough, hut flier© win 
no help, ho I groaned and submitted, A fortnight or ho after, 
another packet, of not less formidable hulk, ii-rriv«^«I* nii«l I wm 
at moat enough to break i t * weal too without examination, Con- 
eeive my horror when out jumped tho same identical tragedy 
of The Cherokee Lovers, wit.li a non mm I op* alio f r * »m tfm author 
©Hi* h taiing thati m the wtiifhi had been !*ontte>rottM» site (mired 
fclici vennel iiitrimtod with her former rummumeuiion might 
liav© foundered, and therefore judged if prudent to tortvatd 
a duptieato.” 

Hiniii Haiti ho muni retire to nnnwor liin tnttor*, hut that the 
Nooiablo and the potitwi would It© at. tin* floor by one oVIoek, 
when ho proposed to h!i©w Mtdrtwe and I try burgh to Lady 
Melville and any of the rest of I ho narty that ©hone l« mm* m* 
piiny thorn ; adding t hat liin mm Walter would load anybody 
who preferred ii gun to the likeliest place for n btiwlwwlt, 
ami flint Charlie I’urdie brother} would attend tin Mr* 

Wilson* and whoever else ©hose to try a east of the salmon ruth 
I ft* withdrew when till thin wnn arranged, mo! app»wed nl the 
time lijijMiiiitisI, with oerhapa u %\mm letters wiletl for I tie 
jitwf, and n eoneli fmro*d addi^wd to lldliintyne* wtiirli 

fie dropt lit tin* In in j like gate as no doom to Sh'lftwv feeing 
It plekt'fl up by n dirty iindiiti, iind imfriwi into a hod go pub 
liiiiisa* winire liiilf-n-ilf)f s eii ii*itiifeiswi|it wmy farers wtm* ifimlitii 
iind tippling, I etiiilit twl but wuinlop Unit it IiimI n«t Imtm tli« 

* Hoot i*h ewllent frleiut HIr lliiiiiian I'm Hum was »f Itw 

Im a long of ymtui Mr mm of fit» 

Admiralty from Ian# in IW* 



futii of ftofitt 1 one of th*nmuiu* m! 4 o p n’UH/t t** toll into 

uuHcrupuhmK hand.**, ho*! lrtr.iy the grand hitwI That iny 
morning we had «vn t eo jh>oI ♦ h tt ** diawti iiji at hm jmIo* 

and tlifMnftliitfdiijttk' truwhVi a, urmam^H «b wit tMth-murm and 
their fiiiiiitit% wini mmi haie toon packed hi a ntMm* i utility 

of Mrs, Gtlptft* imttiguig id**nit to i 4 lrli ii chmpw «♦!' lum at, 
Mi going forth. lint It 1 %'An i!«|’.i '. r <il*b in ill#?'** 4 .11 5 to |*a;i 4 
between Midrtwo mid A hind ’-lord 11 it boot ns* uaaf» * im/ 4 *$ufc*odd 
figure* armed with 11 skefrii l»onk, * 1 s<*» at U Und hii <1 at 
the (1 rent Utiktiown; mid it imnd h«- Mhoti’d that many of I hew 
pedeHtriiuiH looked m if they might tone thought it very 
exetmahle to make t*ri/-*\ by book or by e rook, of a Mtf . rlui|iler 
of the Till on of my Lund lord. 

Heott shewed m the ruins t»f M* how in detail* and si* wo 
proceeded to Dry burgh* deHennfed learnedly nu*l *i iga*'i«ttjidy 
on tlio good effecti* w limit must have attended the oreettnti «f 

so utility grout immanito r*t<tbltiditiietit« in 4 dint nrt *0 jwnh 
iarly exposed to tit© inroad* of tfi« Kitglnd* m tin* day* of tli« 
Border wm “Thoy were now and thin* violated*" ho mud, ** m 
their axpeet to thin ficmr lieara witn©**; hut for ono* iSuit they 
Buffered, any hiy property nimiliirly mituUnl must have l**©n inr- 
rlml thmm iimm, The Ixdd liitrrrji* I*tdd«dU t and HowccmK 
that could pit mmy abaci tttinu lit Vosk »r thirhnm for any onto 
nary breach of a truce with the Hoot*, won hi S*mo had huirm 
ft hmpg tM* had they con leaned plundering from tim fm hmth* 
§«§, of tit© name order nurliii|i*» whose linoi to**! f *ilm t«i tliinn 
on the wrong «iil« of tiiti Ifo niiliitiwl too on tin* 

k©a?y penalty whteh tlio tTmtii »*f Si‘«ihiipt Ii*i 4 p;*r 4 for iin 
wall aequitmeenee in the wlniliwlii rohtiery of tin* tlmrrli at 
the Itfiforiiiiiticwi. ‘‘The jtntfmffipit «»f tho mi the fimiitli 
of the elergv liiwl,” he eitftl, w been very girat - t^i mraf to 
be cinntitiiiinC If we limy jinigt by tlwbr ahate in the fnilili® 
biiwintii, they iniiit hmm iiml mtiirty 11 third «f the ton*l in 
their ja»iiiiicia» lint tliii vaat wealth wmi now ilinitilmlitil 
tuxumg a turbulent nobility t too jwwitrfut Iteforei end the 
Stnaite noon found f tliiit in the biehopi end hml mMmrn they 
hid lost the only ttieatte of kilittiidug their m i» 

tarn the leal# in favour of lew end twlrt * »ti*l h%, end by the 
hftttihfy )ammm ttiiiniiidfei* who had for tl$e worldly 

ipll w the eliiRil* found tint thn eptfitnei inthienre tie*) 
Wien in lieinli m hmigiity m %hmw «wn f tout 

eotineeted with 10 foelinge likely to tmUmee their order nny 
morn then the Grown—it new and ektrner mmkrty, tnutor e 
different atone, mid mmntMly pittoian, IhtmmUy the 



were on the verge of republicanism, in state as well as kirk, 
and I have sometimes thought it was only the accession of 
King Jamie to the throne of England that could have given 
monarchy a chance of prolonging its existence here.” One of 
his friends asked what he supposed might have been the annual 
revenue of the abbey of Melrose in its best day. He answered, 
that he suspected, if all the sources of their income were now 
in clever hands, the produce could hardly be under L.100,000 
a-year: and added — “ Making every allowance for modern 
improvements, there can be no question that the sixty brothers 
of Melrose divided a princely rental. The superiors were of¬ 
ten men of very high birth, and the great majority of the rest 
were younger brothers of gentlemen’s families. I fancy they 
may have been, on the whole, pretty near akin to your Fellows 
of All Souls — who, according to their statute, must be bene 
nati, bene vestiti, et mediocriter dodi. They had a good house 
in Edinburgh, where, no doubt, my lord abbot and his chap¬ 
lains maintained a hospitable table during the sittings of Par¬ 
liament.” Some one regretted that we had no lively picture 
of the enormous revolution in manners that must have followed 
the downfall of the ancient Church of Scotland. He observed 
that there were, he fancied, materials enough for constructing 
such a one, but that they were mostly scattered in records — 
u of which,” said he, tc who knows anything to the purpose 
except Tom Thomson and John Kiddell? It is common to 
laugh at such researches, but they pay the good brains that 
meddle with them; — and had Thomson been as diligent in 
setting "down his discoveries as he has been in making them, 
he might, long before this time of day, have placed himself on a 
level with Pucange or Camden. The change in the country¬ 
side,” he continued, “ must indeed have been terrific; but it 
does not seem to have been felt very severely by a certain 
Boniface of St. Andrews, for when somebody asked him, on 
the subsidence of the storm, what he thought of all that had 
occurred, — ( Why/ answered mine host , c it comes to this, that 
the moderator sits in my meikle chair, where the dean sat 
before, and in place of calling for the third stoup of Bordeaux, 
bids Jenny bring ben anither bowl of toddy. 7 ” 

At Dryburgh Scott pointed out to us the sepulchral aisle of 
his Halihurton ancestors, and said he hoped, in God’s appointed 
time, to lay his hones among their dust. The spot was, even 
then, a sufficiently interesting and impressive one; but I shall 
not say more of it at present. 

On returning to Abbotsford, we found Mrs. Scott and her 
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llMlll, TliOMW gi'tlf lt’im’O, \s to Jt O *, oil I to u <uhi 
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tltoitt iti’rordiitMl fo jus\ton of \ %•% ton* 1 li 

Wiilktttff lilwiiil !Uv houM* an»| gioantU w iHi 1** r ,ifi- 
torn t*vor nisiri* that !»p«% 4o 4 4|y»%iir4 0 ito J'om* 
BlimfT iiimI ItU jiiiily r**fnrfii*fI to sbimvr* in if flu 
aJnwly burly enrol loti tin bin v tut it it# I tot, tor 1 

lie Um WIIH liiltrli ill---* fiilitit*tl lliiit In* Wife in 
oeivetl tiiitl cijM»ti«il their niitl jthmik 

tltt 1 !!! with twurUHitt# rordultty, ftot k*«h» 
cwirtiowiitff giiitil-finliirts, wm iiiliurji mu 

ll ttttiittfo liwt olu|m**t|, iiilitrrii|»l#*il %hm wiliifiP rutt 
iho Himiigprn, t»y reitiiiulittit llwin tlut \n r budko 
glml in liiivti the letter* of the friend* who hint h 
m tu write by them, If t\m% tmm *4 tin I l|i*if fto 
letter* to lw §triititfiNtl — iiini Heott, iifiiifyiiig flint 
dinner ii}i|irniw4i«il* uthled, tlnil im tie *ti|»|***e«l i,!m 
walk to Malrtwi 1 , li© cwiilil not toother «»ii 

TI 111 two lion-hunter* neumetl quite ftitj«re§i4$«4l for 
iiimjie* Hut iliuro wiui tilwiii Mtnit, m tmiwUu 
% eboiti to tittwl it f lliia |n»w«r iif rivil r»|iiil«itin 1 in 
ovorwholiuiHl tirigiiiiiifi tu lii* tliMir, iiml «oi 
lour! ibiiwl Hw, Hcoii e«iiii|ii!iitiiiii titry imbiiwiifl 
Inui n<mu nn fur ?i« to (Hill out tlmir !iiitii4w»k*’*iitl i 
mnurnut, not only of liii tign — lnit of km own, Mr 
IniJf ^touting* tiiiiifliwl liwirtily nf flioi I 

Imwovor, tiiitl, 11 if tin worn tW t-uko in nil \\m w«i 
buttor jitit up a Mgu pmi ut ourt\ *, 

* l*iirti # r» »tul iMtMfe 
Mfttetl tiilglu imwvm its tmm ; 1 • 

«4 that no tmftlltr at rmpmtMUty mmM mm i 

1 WMi umi Jmm* 


for wilt’ll an introduction iim would oitmtre hrn lumt lionjiit44diiy 

Blit! ho wan not quite pleased with what had happened -and 
m we worn about to puss, half an hour afterwards, from the 
drawing-room to the dining room, fin said to Ids wife, u I lung 
the Yahmm, ( ’harlotte — but wo should have hid thorn «tay 
dinner, 1 * 11 Devil a hit* 1 * quoth (!a plain John Fergtnwm, who 
had again eumo over from Hunt toy Hurn, and had been lat tarty 
assisting the tndy to atitUHo her Americana 41 Devil a hit, my 
dear, they worn «|uit« in a mistake, I eould ace. The one 
naked Madame whether she deigned to call her new house Tal¬ 
ly veolau or Tillietudlom; and the other, whon Mania happened 
to lay hk uoho agaittHl the window, exclaimed prtHikjHmM I In 
ihori, they evidently meant all tins humbug not for you, hut* for 
the culprit of Waverley, and the rent of that thorn rubbish,” 
u Well, well, Skipper,” was tlm reply, — “for a* that, tlm loons 
would hm been mum the wnur o 1 their kail.” 

From thin banter it. may ho inform! that tlm younger Pet- 
gnuHon laid not nn yet been told the Waverley net*ret — whieh to 
anv of that house rnuld never have been any mystery. Prob¬ 
ably this, or some similar occasion soon afterwards, ted to Ilia 
formal ini!iation ; for during the many subsequent yearn that 
the veil was kept on, I used to admire tin* tact with wliieh, 
when in their topmost high jinks humour, both " (’upturn dohn” 
and M The Anld < Japtaiu ” eschewed any the moat distant allu- 
iion to the affair. 

And this reminds me, that at the period of whieh I am writ¬ 
ing, noiie of Scott's own family, except of entiww hk wife, had 
the advantoge in that mutter of the aktpftet\ Soma of them, too, 
were apt, like him, so long im no regular confidence bail Ihhm 
reptwecf in thtmi, to avail thenmidvesof the author's mmrvo tor 
their own sport among friends. Thus, one morning, juntas Scott 
was opening the door of the parlour, the rest of the party being 
iilreiniy Heated nt tlte breakfast-table, the l>ominie was in the 
net of helping himself to an egg, marked with a peculiar hiero¬ 
glyphic by Mrs. Thomas Purdic, iijitin whieh Anne Scott, then 
n lively milling girl of sixteen, lisped out, "That's a mystcri- 
tins looking egg, Mr, Thomson — what if it should have kitin 
itnmiif for the t imit Unknown t n Ere the Dominie could ^re¬ 
ply, her father advanced to the bait of the table, ami having 
Heated himself and deposited hk stick on tins onrjmt tvside him, 
with a sort of whispered whistle, 44 What's that Dudy Anne's 1 
siiyitig?* 1 tjnoth he| “1 thought that it had k»ti well known 

1 Whan playing In chlldhoml wllli the fining Inti It* of tli« Bueotmh 
family, nil© hsa been ofiirtnwl saying Ijuiy Ann* ttoott, 



tlilit* the tcerlavinetl egg muM be u :»4l ** 11 #- IW flu 

Ami no In' look Ins egg, find wtiil** nil «mtled in si 
Amit’ Haiti gailv, in the mum! *4 her tdu.nhes, *• t" 


pupa, I thought Mr. John litlbiitHtir might ten 


peeied , 11 This iilhtsiofi t<* .IpIiiiii)‘ s gh*r> in bring 

m the are red i ted repreModufive of Jededuih i 'to 

nrodueed il linigli — at wlurli flit* Bhertff fioiiiiint - 

laughed too, 

I remomlier nothing iiurfirtihir nUutt out serein 
nor, exeept that it mm tiim 1 first met my de-ir mu 
friend William Laid law, The evening mowd n 


quietly tlinii the preceding one, Instead **f the d;i 
now dining-room, wo hint a ,««rrrvif»»it id **1<t halLtda j 
harp mid guitar by the young hidn**» *4 the limum; 
when they neemet! to have 4«*in* enough* found m 
for taking down n volume of End*)**, nttd fend tut 
favourite tales *■*" 


44 (law «!t»ttfi§§ Klmlrwl, Hitiyt $4r*% 

Was nix feet high, ami nit inetie* lilglier,” 

But jollity revived in full vigour when tin* supper t 
trodneed, mill to eap nil merriment, Adam Kergimnoi 
tin with tlw fatirtt **/ fVA‘f#rm I#«rit itnd f«adv lit 
to return to Melville t'mllo next morning, tuid Mr. 1 
1 happened to mention that w© wmm ©ttgitgod to dun 
at the seat of ttiy friend and rtd&tion Mr, )’tingle o 
Id©, on our way in Edinburgh, Haiti iiiinieiliiilidy » 
would wmci word in the morning to the fuiird, tliiit t 
fusion in limit to fwxmui patty tut—■ mtelt being the u 
©ns style in wliicdi cmtftfry neighbour* in Hrntlninl 
other. Next day, axHHirtlmglv» we till mitt over 1 
the u (it$kmt of lit# I#tiy uf the f#iwt Hi 

taut not above five or six miles* front Abbitsford < 
harts mi we prcmotHled, lint imtptwtittg the •iiititjni 
(htrail to the interruption of our •jttirt, We In 

J oyoiii evening at Torwtiodle©. Heott iin»l Fergus*© 
mm® at Highland the morning after, a# Wilson and 
for Kdinbnrgh, our kind old heat, Ms dim itili mm i 
ter, wmarktd that 14 the Sheriff and tin* ritfihiin tun 
too math for any aompany»” 

Towards the §»d of this year Heott rtwived from 

41 Will, f do with I mm lady Anm Um * It la §» ttmcb i 
M\m\” tliiwiiiwtli ultti wm iniiuitiialf mU^mmsi In the fi 
Wftted Hit, 


mouth the formal announcement of ih« Britton llegonhf? desire 
(whirli hint Imoit privately communicated some months earlier 
through tin* Lord (dticfd'nmimssiouer Adam) to confer cm him 
the rank of Baronet, Whim ho first hoard of the Ucgont'tt 
intention* he signified considerable Invitation ; for it had not 
esrajced his observation that such airy sounds* however mod¬ 
estly people may ho disposed to estimate thorn, are apt to 
entail in the upshot additional cost upon thoir way of living, 
and to afoot aeeordiugly the plastic* fancies, feelings,* and habits 
of their children. Blit Lord Hidmouth’n letter huppt*m*d to 
reach him a few mouths after ho had hoard of the* midden 
death of Charles Carpenter, who had Itocpioathed ihti reversion 
of his fortune to hist mBter’H family: and this eirtnmmtauee di«- 
piiitil Hcott to waive lii» aorunlim, chiefly with a view to the 

f irofosiiotial advantage of his eldest mm* who had by this it mo 
ixed on the life* of a sold tor. As is usually thn ease, tho esti- 
tuato of Mr. (‘urpenter's proporty transmitted cm his dotiih to 
England proven! to havo boon an exaggerated cam; and at any 
rate no can* of Sooths children lived to receive any benefit from 
tin* bequest, But it was thus ho wroto at. the* Unto to Morritt: 
— “♦It would h»* easy saying a parool of lino things ahemt my 
non tom pt of rank* and so forth; hut although 1 would not havo 
got to a stop out of my way to havo asked* or bought t or begged, 
or borrowed a distinction* which to mo personally will rather 
Im inconvenient than otherwise* yet* ooming as it does directly 
front itto source of foiidid Itommrs, and m tut honour, I am 
really gratified with it ; eHjiwitdty tw it is intimated* that it is 
Itts iloyitl (iighitcHH 1 * pleiwtito to boat the oven fop mo expressly* 
without woitiug till be him some now fatfdk of Baronets ready 
tit dough. My jssir friend ( hirjttmfohs teicfiteit to my family hut 
taken away a ccrtaiu degree of a necessity of sav¬ 

ing cheoscjiartngH and oiwtdliMiitdi, which always looks ineem* 
sistent with any hitlo pretension to rank. But tin things now 
stand* Advance banners tit thn name of Clod and Bfc, Andrew! 
Iloittoittltiir, I anticipate the jest, * I tiko not such grinning 
honours ittt Sir Walter hath/* A fter tilt, if otto must spunk 
for themselves* l havo my quartan* and embluxonmentg, free 
of all itfititi but Border theft, and High Treason, which I kip 
am gentlemanlike crimes; ttttd I hope Sir Walter Scott will 
not sound worse than Sir f turn pit ry Davy, fttough my merit® 
arc m ittttolt under his, tit {mint tif utility, tw* tmn well be 
imagined. Hut a name is something, and mine I« the letter 
of tlio two*” 

1 air Walter itattl- tut Jufiif //nary !>% Aet V. Sottas S* 



His Ill’ll!tIi |irrvrtitn| liiill frnin going lij? to fjio 

honour lor inon* I Lm a nnt\ Mnififtfftr Ins bniMitt; 
ojioruf tons rout muni Ip f %% Iti p u* pui** * u* IInn 

ftthilnl ii | m ?u ; ;iih! ho ttmi I mi mn : 

with rulin'! ivIpi ngrowi fit giip h\u* |»*U/4 * Un I 
etitiMiilrniiiPii of nil Ins minting roj<\ tights t n;Munh 

niuiroH liiid firm nnt !*> him u* tn mihct |«**n 
wltftlo jirtlfM^lfV ill till IlPirli *h»«,n 0 » fh* t i| i if < j |« 
of my Lniiitltinl tftrhnno TL^ *k* 4 w* 1 nnl n rhim 
CJniwIiilili'i wrw t*» ioiirti |, ii in* * nn «* on p! * * 

of tlit* Author of W;i\n 1* \ 4 pip # tin Uiv * i r , H 
Hoolt* Kmij, m It In jiorljuj*^ h si 4 h wni*h nmti*v.»*niug. 
thin (Into a bondmit \hu 4 p«p* 4 pi itutioiism 4 < * 

Uriil^Himi uuimifimttirr, m ** \ Sum Stm*m of tho 1 
Landlord ; " inul wluui John flmllniii) m% tut tbo ^tig 
author of Wav orlov,*' ] 4 tililtnh<nl n tlndttiitiinft that tl 
fchia* wlvwtiiimi w«*rt? not tmni tliaf \\ tit*’* H j* t, 
dfudarittlnii by mi iiinliiriiiiw iwji»tn<l«*r - ttii|M'<tt'htng 
tty, ittttl aborting fciittl itoUtiug Inti tin* |«orii«mitl n§tf 
th«» Hold of tlio ioittletitiiii fur whom liiilliiiif % m* n«pfc*§ 
ootthl ttltitkt* lili lndtiif fiiiit lie w m bun 4*df in lliw nil 
th® f.rttp Hittiou l*mm% Ifpr«i|i«m tW 4f«*§*§-titg *4‘ Hr 
mmm to havt fruit jiriiiifitiitml ttclvnmbhi by Imtb I 
nitil rtittstiildm lint ho tulniSy trfdimL M 11n* Ant,loir 
hittumlf to ftitolt a tn« k miwl; !r a WctrWmiil —|«4 
Iwli, nitil that will m*rvif <ntr jmrImttnr tliiin m\ 
otimolvi« etitthl tta” 1 hm®torgnif nt tin* mmmm «f tl 
wltitdt, lndtti jitiljlwltpfl toll »itll |H*r«t frcm 

Jhtrittg tliP winforjto 3ttt|M%tr« to bivo nu4v tiftl 
with tlio third snrii*i titrliwinl tii fln« »1 

saimirei of oniitij) worn iifiiiu finnirritif t’rnjnoniiy, an 
attly thought, it ImUrr f« allow tl$o ttmrk U* lir fit 
hmUth ilictttltl Im pin#itiililtnli«|. In il w % mmiittin* In 
ii atHt of IppogPiiitlttml mol Ittulnpr ii wltirli 

appeared in thi» itt<»iii%ni itttti.tkn's of t|$« #|4t*inli41i 

work, tiitltiM Fttiftitruil *if *%*nfbsjn4 1 * ( 

ilk iinwiy to griitik tii« own lino «t th*» mhp^ t m% 
Will m ill! lit iaii.it tut ciiiing mmtHhmn tin ilrrlin 
iuiiiiifjf but filtiifwiifil#, wbtti tit® §ti#?e 

jmuiiotitioji wiw JwHiirt', «rwi»t*t4 fr»»nt tl»*« j*r«*s»r»**t*»r 
the> boKOtlfu! drnwhiio* i*y Timm, ,»»4 .*tli 

whiuli kiwi b«oft prepared to luuomjwnv fain to*l, ll« 

‘ Tliww Dimming are mw tueiuKtol iu M» 

IrvlW#* 



that winter I m nrtielo cm fit© Hramti for Ilia KttcycdotatHiia Hup- 
{iltniitmt* nod the reviewu] tif flit! fourth caxtto of Uhildn Humid 
for flto Quarterly. 

On the I lit h of February IK HI, ho witnoHHed the first repre- 
«i*ii tilth»ii, on f ho Edinburgh bottrib, of the most meriiorimm 
mill mieeemfful of nil the though Terry himself 

wan not the mamifueturor, The drama of Huh Hoy will never 
again Im got up so welt in alt its parts, sis it thim was by William 
Murray’s Chun jinny ; tins mauugerb own Captain Thornton was 
imcmttimt~initl no wna fins Duyahi Crmtur* of u Mr, IhifT~ 
there mm also a j^ootl Mattiv — (akint whose equipment, by this 
by, Seott felt fttteit ittltirest that It© left Iitii Iwx between this aeta 
to remind Mr* Murray that sit© M must have a mantle with her 
lanthoro but tins great and unrivalled attraction mm the 

I mrfioiiiftmtfoii of Httilfa Mtm\ by Charlon M.ockay, who, being 
linwidf n native of <") tango w, entered into the iitinutcBt i>eouh 
inrition of the character wit It high ipmin } mid gave the went- 
rentntry diulnet in its most racy perfection* It was cmtrisiinslj 
diverting to watch this pi ay of Beottb features during tins 
wlnitriibl© milbation of his conception ; and I must add, that 
the Udmviour of the Edinburgh audience on all such omimonn, 
while the secret of the novels was preserved, refleeted great 
honour on their good taste and delieuey of* feeling, He seldom, 
in those days, entered Ida box without receiving mmm mark of 
general respect and admiration ; hut 1 never heard of any pm* 
text being hud hold of to connect these dcmoUHtrutiotiM with the 
niece lie hud come f« witness, or, in short, to do or my anything 
likoly to interrupt lib quiet enjoyment of this evening In the 
iftiilat of his family and friends* 

This Bob Hoy find n continued run of forty-on© nights ; and 
when the Unit mb bmefibniglit arrived, he received an ©ptitl© 
of kind eougratulatiou digued Jmimik&k (JM*tibtrtham f and en¬ 
closing n fivc-|*ottiul note: but all the while, Hrott wiw in a 
mi send tie state, and when lie left Kdinhurgii, in March, the 
alarm nbiiit him in the Parliament House mm very serum*, 
lie had invited me to visit him in tin* country during the recess j 
twit 1 should not have ventured to keep my promise, had not 
the Ituthtnfynes rejmrtiM amendment towards the ©time of April 
#1 fdin then told me that lib ** illustrious friend 11 (for so kith 
the brother* tumidly spoke of him) was an much recovered ns to 
fulfil resumed his tistuil literary tusks, though with this differ¬ 
ence, that lie now, for the lira! time In hi* life, found it neces* 
sary to ©in ploy t he hand of another* 
lie had now begun in earnest lit§ Bride of and 


Ids \vi*ro \\ dhatti l+aulhiw and »f<*bu II 

— of wlunii lit' prt’tormi flu* latln, »tp‘ft hr mnU \n*> 
ford, on irroniit of tho *tt|n*rit»r lapnh!) *4' In » pm 
imrauno dohn kojil bin jam to tho pop**r wdbmit mi 
tool, though with many an and* * w ink h> in hut vym 
imuI thou mi audiblo aniark of lit# bp*. h.id irttdMtin 
on tikii II wiiil4rii4ii«l tdrrk ; whoroii# g**»d lainlSii 
with inch kmu mwt into tho ttilrnpii *4 tlw *tory a* 
from tliti author*# Iijh, ftinl bo could nut mtf*j»tr -u* «**i 
of itiirpftfwt ami delight *** tndu lump n% #i*! flip li 

— oh aim 1 oh Him ! ** and hm torth which *Ii4 tm 

dispatch* 1 have often, howuver, in tin* not j no I, ii 
thorn* itoorotiirioit iliwnlv I bo fwliiiiinliiiioiil with w 
worn equally allWtod n licit Scott kn*mt the* 
affootitmnto totidlaw Wm celling him to at on dictating 
audible wiifforing tilled every imnm \ 4 * Nay» \\ ilbe,” bo 
41 only ito tliiit tint duor* art* fa#t. I would bun ho 
ory m well m nit tin* wt«4 to onmeHe#* Imt m to gf 
work, that e&tt only bo when i nm in wt*dbm, M «M 
lyitti told mu, that if tar tint if it day, In* nlwiifi tm 
have ii down of pau* niinlif bofort) bo liiinwd 

to tin iofu cut which Scott lay, and flint though lie i»f 
Witiiiif m lii« pillow with it groutt of tormout, tie im 
limited tti« umttamm in Ifni iftttttt breath, But wlion «1 
jMMmllur animation wm in program*, ti 

liltogtitlnir over matter - Ini artnm from Id# «mwIi m 
up mttl down the room, raking and towering hi* vnitw 
wtrii acting the part#. It wan in thin Imimm tliiit 
duocd thn fur greater |n:irtinn of Tit© Bride of tmmm 
the whole of the f#§ptt<i uf Munlrtiits *«« and almost 
id Ivanhofi. Yet wiiiiii bin health mm htirlv r© ofibit 
dimkined to avail liiniiiilf of tlw jmwer of ilirtniwm, 
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countenance was meagre, haggard, and of the deadliest yellow 
of the jaundice— and his hair, which a few weeks before had 
been but slightly sprinkled with grey, was now almost literally 
snow-white. His eye, however, retained its fire unquenched; 
indeed it seemed to have gained in brilliancy from the new lan¬ 
guor of the other features; and he received us with all the 
usual cordiality, and even with little perceptible diminishment 
in the sprightliness of his manner. He sat at the table while 
we dined, but partook only of some rice pudding; and after the 
cloth was drawn, while sipping his toast and water, pushed 
round the bottle in his old style, and talked with easy cheerful¬ 
ness of the stout battle he had fought, and which he now seemed 
to consider as won. 

u One day there was,” he said, “ when I certainly began to 
have great doubts whether the mischief was not getting at my 
mind—and I J 11 tell you how I tried to reassure myself on that 
score. I was quite unfit for anything like original composition; 
but I thought if I could turn an old German ballad I had been 
reading into decent rhymes, I might dismiss my worst appre¬ 
hensions — and you shall see what became of the experiment.” 
He then desired his daughter Sophia to fetch the MS. of The 
Noble Morringer, as it had been taken down from his dictation, 
partly by her and partly by Mr. Laidlaw, during one long and 
painful day while he lay in bed. He read it to us as it stood, 
and seeing that both Ballantyne and I were much pleased with 
the verses, he said he should copy them over, — make them a 
little “ tighter about the joints,” — and give them to the Regis¬ 
ter for 1816. 

The reading of this long ballad, however, — (it consists of 
forty-three stanzas) 1 — seemed to have exhausted him: he re¬ 
tired to his bed-room; and an hour or two after, when we were 
about to follow his example, his family were distressed by the 
well-known symptoms of another sharp recurrence of his af¬ 
fliction. A large dose of opium and the hot bath were immedi¬ 
ately put in requisition. His good neighbour, Dr. Scott of 
Darnlee, was sent for, and soon attended; and in the course 
of three or four hours we learned that he was once more at 
ease. But I can never forget the groans which, during that 
space, his agony extorted from him. Well knowing the iron 
strength of his resolution, to find him confessing its extremity, 
by cries audible not only all over the house, but even to a con¬ 
siderable distance from it—it may be supposed that this was 
sufficiently alarming, even to my companion; how much more 

1 See Scott's Foetical Works , royal 8vo, p. 618. 
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the battle as vividly as if he had witnessed it; the passing of 
the Ettrick at daybreak by the Covenanting General’s heavy 
cuirassiers, many of them old soldiers of Gustavus Adolphus, 
and the wild confusion of the Highland host when exposed to 
their charge on an extensive haugh as flat as a bowling-green. 
He drew us aside at Slain-merts-lee, to observe the green mound 
that marks the resting-place of the slaughtered royalists; and 
pointing to the apparently precipitous mountain, Minchmoor, 
over which Montrose and his few cavaliers escaped, mentioned, 
that, rough as it seemed, his mother remembered passing it in 
her early days in a coach and six, on her way to a ball at 
Peebles — several footmen marching on either side of the car¬ 
riage to prop it up, or drag it through bogs, as the case might 
require. He also gave us, with all the dramatic effect of one 
of his best chapters, the history of a worthy family who, in¬ 
habiting at the time of the battle a cottage on his own estate, 
had treated with particular kindness a young officer of Leslie’s 
army quartered on them for a night or two before. When 
parting from them to join the troops, he took out a purse of 
gold, and told the goodwoman that he had a presentiment he 
should not see another sun set, and in that case would wish 
his money to remain in her kind hands ; but, if he should sur¬ 
vive, he had no doubt she would restore it honestly. The 
young man returned mortally wounded, but lingered a while 
under her roof, and finally bequeathed to her and hers his 
purse and his blessing. “ Such,” he said, u was the origin of 
the respectable lairds of-, now my good neighbours.” 

The prime object of this expedition was to talk over the pol¬ 
itics of Selkirk with one of the Duke of Buccleuch’s great store 
farmers, who, as the Sheriff had learned, possessed private in¬ 
fluence with a doubtful bailie or deacon among the Souters. I 
forget the result, if ever I heard it. But next morning, having, 
as he assured us, enjoyed a good night in consequence of this 
ride, he invited us to accompany him on a similar errand across 
Bowden Moor, and up the Yalley of the Aylej and when we 
reached a particular bleak and dreary point of that journey, he 
informed us that he perceived in the waste below a wreath of 
smoke, which was the appointed signal that a wavering Souter 
of some consequence had agreed to give him a personal inter¬ 
view where no Whiggish eyes were likely to observe them; — 
and so, leaving us on the road, he proceeded to thread his way 
westwards, across moor and bog, until we lost view of him. I 
think a couple of hours might have passed before he joined us 
again, which was, as had been arranged, not far from the vil- 
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Thus Scott amused himself and us as we jogged home¬ 
wards : and it was the same the following day, when (no 
election matters pressing) he rode with us to the western 
peak of the Eildon hills, that he might shew me the whole 
panorama of his Teviotdale, and expound the direction of the 
various passes by which the ancient forayers made their way 
into England, and tell the names and the histories of many a 
monastic chapel and baronial peel, now mouldering in glens 
and dingles that escape the eye of the traveller on the high¬ 
ways. Among other objects on which he descanted with par¬ 
ticular interest, were the ruins of the earliest residence of 
the Kerrs of Cessfoxd, so often opposed in arms to his own 
chieftains of Branksome, and a desolate little kirk on the 
adjoining moor, where the Dukes of Boxburghe are still 
buried in the same vault with the hero who fell at Tum- 
again. Turning to the northward, he shewed us the crags 
and tower of Smailholme, and behind it the shattered fragment 
of Ercildoune — and repeated some pretty stanzas ascribed to 
the last of the real wandering minstrels of this district, by 
name Burn: — 

“ Sing Ercildoune, and Cowdenknowes, 

Where Holmes had ance commanding,” &c. 


That night he had again an attack of his cramp, hut not 
so serious as the former. Kext morniug he was again at work 
with Ballantyne at an early hour; aud when I parted from 
him after breakfast, he spoke cheerfully of being soon in 
Edinburgh for the usual business of his Court. . I left him, 
however, with dark prognostications; and the circumstances 
of this little visit to Abbotsford have no doubt dwelt on 
my mind the more distinctly, from my having observed and 
listened to him throughout under the painful feeling that it 

might very probably be my last. 

Within a few days he heard tidings, perhaps as heavy as 
ever reached, him. His ever steadfast friend, to whom, he 
looked up, moreover, with the feelings of the true old Bor¬ 
der clansman, Charles Duke of Buccleuch, died on the 20th 
of April at Lisbon. Captain Adam Pergusson had accompa¬ 
nied the Duke, whose health had for years been breaking, to 
the scene of his own old campaigns: he now attended his 
Grace’s remains to England; and on landing received a letter, 
in which Scott said: —“I have had another eight days visit 
of my disorder, which has confined me chiefly to my bed. It 
will perhaps shade off into a mild chrome complaint—if it 
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11 Th«! Bride 


that witiii I him’ mnv suit! is an distinctly reported m if it had 
been taken down in atn*r! diaiat at the moment; i believe you 
%%itl agree willi me in thinking that the history of the human 
ttitftd iniiitiiiiis nothing mure wonderful, 51 

One dayi stunt alter ho reappeared in the Parliament House, 
he asked sun U» walk tuntte with him. He moved languidly, 
and Haiti, if lie were to stay in town many days, In’ must Bend 
for Sibyl i$ rey ; but his conversation was heart- whole ; and, in 
partietdiir, lie bombed till, despite bin weakness, 1 ho stick vva« 
iliiitriiditnif tii his hand, over the following almost incredible 
»fiorillicit of the eleventh Karl of Ilueltan. 

Hearing one morning shortly before this time, that Beott was 
actually 1 a tint Earl proceeded to Castle Btreet, and 

found the knocker tied up, lie then descended to the door in 
tliii urea* ami wan there received by honest Fetor Mathioaon, 
whoftti face tieeined to confirm the woful tidings, for in truth his 
nia*ter was ill enough, Fetor told his Lordship that ho had 
the stfietoit orders to admit no visitor; but the Earl would 
tako no dmiiiU, pu*h<(*d the bashful coachman aside, and 
etlimml Ida way upstairs to the door of Scott.’* bedchamber. 
He had his finger* ii|miii the handle Indore Fetor could give 
warning to Minn Beott; and when she appeared to remonstrate 
against natch iwi intrusion, lie patted her on the head like a 
child* amt |Htr*i«tted in hi* purpoim of entering the sick-room 
iti »tresiiiiiiiily f that the young lady found it necessary to bid 
Fetur mm the Karl downatair* again, at whatever damage to 
hi* dignity. Fetor accordingly, after trying all his eloquence 
in vain, gave the Littering, hustling, old,* meddlagome coxcomb 
it single *h(ive, ~ m ro*f»cotful f doubt not, m a shove can ever 
lie, ""-and he accented that hint, find made a rapid exit. Scott, 
moanwhiio, had heard the ocmfueion, and at length it was 
tiiiilitiitiitt to him 5 miioii* fearing that Filter’s gripe in i ttl 11 11 av^ ii 
injured I#«wi Huoh&n’* feeble jierson, he desired Janie* Bal- 
limtyiie, who tiiul bean flitting by hi* hod, to follow the old 
infill" homo — make him oomprefiend, if he could, that the 
family were in inch Imwildormont of alarm that the ordinary 
rules iif civility were out of the question —and, in ^fine, in¬ 
quire what hint linen the object or Mi Lordship’s intended 
visit, .fumes proceeded forthwith to the Earl’s house in 
Cleorge Street, and found him strutting about his library in 
ii towering indignation. Balhuityna’s elaborate demonstrations 
of rmqmet, however, by degrees softened him, and ho conr 
descended to explain himself. 11 1 wished,” said he* a to mil- 
lirMi Waiter Heoifc Imforo he died* and inform him that I had 
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— a conception equally new, just, and humorous, and worked 
out in all the details, as if it had formed the luxurious enter¬ 
tainment of a chair as easy as was ever shaken by Rabelais; 
and though the character of Montrose himself seemed hardly 
to have been treated so fully as the subject merited, the ac¬ 
customed rapidity of the novelist’s execution would have been 
enough to account for any such defect. Caleb Balderstone — 
(the hero of one of the many ludicrous delineations which he 
owed to the late Lord Haddington) —was pronounced at the time, 
by more than one critic, a mere caricature; and, though he him¬ 
self would never, in after days, admit this censure to be just, he 
allowed that “ he might have sprinkled rather too much parsley 
over his chicken.’ 7 But even that blemish, for I grant that I 
think it a serious one, could not disturb the profound interest 
and pathos of the Bride of Lammermoor—to my fancy the 
most pure and powerful of all the tragedies that Scott ever 
penned. 

These volumes, as was mentioned, came out before the 
middle of June; and though at that moment he was unable 
to quit his room, he did not hesitate to make all arrangements 
as to another romance. Hay, though his condition still required 
an amanuensis, he had advanced considerably in the new work 
before the Session closed in July. That he felt much more 
security as to his health by that time, must be inferred from 
his then allowing his son Walter to proceed to Ireland to join 
the 18th regiment of Hussars. The Comet was only in the 
eighteenth year of his age; and the fashion of education in 
Scotland is such, that he had scarcely ever slept a night under 
a different roof from his parents, until this separation occurred. 
He had been treated from his cradle with all the indulgence 
that a man of sense can ever permit himself to shew to any of 
his children; and for several years he had now been his father’s 
daily companion in all his out-of-doors occupations and amuse¬ 
ments. The parting was a painful one: but Scott’s ambition 
centred in the heir of his name, and instead of fruitless pinings 
and lamentings, he henceforth made it his constant business to 
keep up such a frank correspondence with the young man as 
might enable himself to exert over him, when at a distance, the 
gentle influence of kindness, experience, and wisdom. The 
series of his letters to his son is, in my opinion, by far the 
most interesting and valuable, as respects the personal character 
and temper of the writer. His manly kindness to his boy, 
whether he is expressing approbation or censure of his conduct* 
is a model for the parent; and his practical wisdom was of 
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The ii|i|if«iiii , li i*t motor lirminlif n vmy .dlnf i*nnft t i$| 
tittup in our nniiiiifii«.?liifiiiK * tiiwi there witu through* 

out Hoot hind ngpiiittiil in tt'#f *4 flip «!4 mjttfiirm fijttfth Scott 
did ttitfc now ilrtmui »l r» s i«iiiiiig the lUgiti *4 fhitfiin§f§ftt t 

wtiitdi tin took ttitjelt |iif!n«iir« tut w viog ; but in 

©<Mijiiii(!liii!i with Mi neighbour tb*» l*md rf t***ti* Ip* |itoiifi«nl 
the ruining of 14 body tif IWd«*r Mhsrj^hoopr**, mid w $/« 

If tho tuminwm with who*!* % hoodsm) y*mn*t ttmti 
front titu owo imniodinto oeighiKinrltnod net$t in their suiimo*, 
Ittnkiltg linrttlldllliiii tint that Urn Simidf hiMmt' nhmild \m llm 
aottitnitndftni lie wu* vny wsShtm to ,»* rpt that «ti)mhitiou; 
ilitl I#«iilliiw wiw i$i»f*i«fJf ^iit#vip4 Ip 1^*4 mt (*>i ,# Mr*U.ot 
tdmrgt*r 4 ii til mtmmww for flsu Itrown Admit** **f hunter iliiyi, 
Ilnl liiii jmifrtis of diiiilfwilitiii <m rented Iw tot** tlm m h**mo 
CKiiitd tis imprioii into execution. tl u** m flip msdm *4 tti;if 
slant! llnil Ini put forth ill® brief, but bcnottlui net««•*« #4 patter 1 ! 
HfititM Thu Visionary* 

In l)««iiitop lie tniil mi mltmmlmmf ^eniiiiilatitiii of die* 

lit Mi fwiiilt t*treh% Within t #f »i day* W tmt Sit«t nttrb* 

l)t. Hutherford| Iiii dmr mut flit bit tittt kuthm ford, and I»h 
iliiillitil mother. On lii*r deafIi It® m%;m to Ludy Imuts* Stuart 
(who hud wtii mil tmm nttteh pleased with the * 4*1 t*dy), 

*• If l have htmtt iltltt to i«i anything in Mi* wily of Minting 
the \m% tint***, it in very mirti tmn the «fn«lin% wiiii mturli 
itie me. Hlie & hm% «f Inn® mti 

III# jireneot ieiiiirttlifii, l*ip t§lt§ mid hnd nfi#ii 

spoken with, i imrson who |mrfoottv roodilootod lli^ litifl® «f 
Ihiid^p! Mitt im\mt C # mmwelt t « H«fry wfii Kim 

bitf|ti, Hho |ip^trve«i li#t l« lit® m* flai !wfher 

flaw illmw} for out frietnin Mr. mid Mm, «f (fnriibii 


vbtlod hi r i»n 11##^ SiuMhi), and, fuming to our hotma after, wara 
atpr© i nog than Mitptmo lit iho ulartttaHH of liar mind, and ilia 
piauMiir<* whirl* uliv had in talking ov«»r both nnriant ami 

iiniilrrii ovaiita Hltr hud told tlioni with groat aoeuraay tho 

real story at' Ilia Ifrittr of faitiiimnimir, and pointed out. 
whoretn it differed from th© imvrh Sin* hud all tha names of 
the partie*, sittd did at lad (for aha wan a groat genealogist) their 

initiation with agisting taniilian, On tha subsequent Monday 
nha wm atriiek with it paralytic affection, suffered littIts anil 
tiint with tin* tiimimt |»fi!itnttm; and what wan <ohTh reward* 
and it grant, one to liar Innocent and ttemwciletif Ufa, aim never 
know tli&t liar brother and fctiter, tha hurt thirty yearn younger 
111 fin herald f, It ii«l trm It Ian the dark path befctre tier* Hli© was 
a utrict eucmomUt, whirl* nhe astid enabled her to 1 to liberal ; 
out of her little itieomc of iibint LdMM) ayear, aha liestowml at 
least ii third in well-elioseii charities, and with tha r©«t lived 
like n gentlewoman, and man with hcmfutality morn general 
than seemed to suit her age; yet t could never prevail on her 
to accept of liny ii3<nij4;iii<‘ir You cannot conceive how affect¬ 
ing it wan to mu to see tin* lilt to preparation of presents whkdi 
aha had assorted for tin* Now Year for she was a groat ok 
ftfttww of tlit* old fictitious of her period — and to think that tho 
kind heart wax ©old winrli delighted in nil than© acts of kindly 

There fit tit tin* library at Abbofttford a fine ropy of Hanker* 

vitl©*?* folio Jlibte, two volumes, printed at I'ambrfdgc hi 17d*t; 
ntnl thorn appears mi the blank leaf, in tho trembling hand¬ 
writing of Heotl*s mother, thin inscription — “ 7b my 4mr mm t 
Watte*? Smth fmm IiIjjs qjf betiumiie Mother^ Ann* Huther/ard — 
January I#f» I HI It.” t baler these words tier atm hint written 
mi ftdlows ; — •* This Itihlo wait the gift of my grandfather I>r, 
flnlni Knthorforil, to my mother, find presented by her to ititt; 
l*cing uliw! tin* \wii gilt tvhteh I wan to receive from that ex¬ 
cellent parent, mid* m I verily tudievo, tho thing which she 
most lovml in tlir wairhi, — not only in htimblo fonrriition of 
tho aiuirod oont««nta, Imt an tho tioaroat plodgo of hor futhor f a 
to hor. Ah amdi alio ga¥© it to mo| and m aucdi 1 bo- 
ijiiotitli it to tin wo who may n*proaont inr - cdiarging thorn 
oaroftilly to pi'o*iorvo tho until©, in tttiitnory of thono to whom it 
haa Itoloiigoil. I 

Clti iitti lM| It of Itornidior, whit© hia licnwti wm tlnti aacl<ionod f 
apjaiartal hia I%anifiw^ It wm rmnvtid fhroughmit .England 
with a ittiir© idittittinnw tbdight than any of tho Mtmick mmin 
had hetiti* # rho ttiltiin«» <throo in titimktr) worn now, for thi 
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iiifcJy miMinl from n^lif ‘Jtdhum* !h«» **o>;«>>** to **ni; i * f f|#,i 
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bolinYn that 110 romior wh«$ t% piijiii14p «f ihoroii^!«U r«iti|»ro- 
lieiiclitig tho suithnrV Hmteli olnifiintnr mill ilmlngiii? it ill 

ttfitr piatHi ^von Ivatihms m a mmk of mn%kw,mm tlio «iini» l»fp| 
with Witv«rl«*y, Otty Maiiiipriiig, m tlm llmirt %4 Mt4 Totlunn, 
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Min an w«*ll m tut non Id in lint ttttorviil* of |»aiti* iit|i(»n«l In 

f it ©11 tin* iiitijort of tfm Jiiwi, am In* tiail a 

• ijttftt miiiit linitt in lloriioiiiy in tii^ Hint ntoatimi 

kad iiabijndly miwlft it alrottg imjirtwiimi 1 fur m tMm* 4 sf «iliot 
wAalnud that? owtt tlntw itml mmmww toilttv* ’tint wrr*» f r^ntnl 
with^itiffl#»tii ittfititrity t#f thioi l In 141*411 
ititl lotitel up it night in Itsrtf »»wn In- gm*t 

tad Mf, iMtni*! jwtJy in hni jiatlly fimn Ifir nioro 

wliti to turn Mu wiimf at tfi® iminioiit ii|«m (hat nngtii 

tmupy wi diftrt It, unggniitod l hat • giiitiji mi J#wi would tm $m 



interesting feature if he could contrive to bring them into his 
next novel.” Upon the appearance of Ivanhoe, he reminded 
Mr. Skene of this conversation, and said, “ You will find this 
book owes not a little to your G-erman reminiscences.” 

By the way, before Ivanhoe made its appearance, I had my¬ 
self been formally admitted to the author’s secret; but had he 
favoured me with no such confidence, it would have been im¬ 
possible for me to doubt that I had been present some months 
before at the conversation which suggested, and indeed supplied 
all the materials of, one of its most amusing chapters. I allude 
to that in which our Saxon terms for animals in the field, and 
our Norman equivalents for them as they appear on the table, 
and so on, are explained and commented on. All this Scott 
owed to the after-dinner talk one day in Castle Street of his 
old friend Mr. William Clerk, — who, among other elegant pur¬ 
suits, has cultivated the science of philology very deeply. 

I cannot conclude without observing that the publication of 
Ivanhoe marks the most brilliant epoch in Scott’s history as 
the literary favourite of his contemporaries. With the novel 
which he next put forth, the immediate sale of these works 
began gradually to decline; and though, even when that had 
reached its lowest declension, it was still far above the most 
ambitious dreams of any other novelist, yet the publishers were 
afraid the announcement of anything like a falling-off might 
cast a damp over the spirits of the author. He was allowed to 
remain for several years under the impression that whatever 
novel he threw off commanded at once the old triumphant sale 
of ten or twelve thousand, and was afterwards, when included 
in the collective edition, to be circulated in that shape also as 
widely as Waverley or Ivanhoe. In my opinion, it would have 
been very unwise in the booksellers to give Scott any unfavour¬ 
able tidings upon such subjects after the commencement of the 
malady which proved fatal to him, — for that from the first 
shook his mind; but I think they took a false measure of the 
man when they hesitated to tell him exactly how the matter 
stood, throughout 1820 and the three or four following years, 
when his intellect was as vigorous as it ever had been, and his 
heart as courageous; and I regret their scruples (among other 
reasons), because the years now mentioned were the most costly 
ones in his life; and for every twelve months in which any 
man allows himself, or is encouraged by others, to proceed in a 
course, of unwise expenditure, it becomes proportionably more 
difficult for him to pull up when the mistake is at length de¬ 
tected or recognised. 
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as lawyers — but which, to use the dialect of the place, had 
fallen into desuetude before I knew the Parliament House. 
He was, I think, one of the two or three, or at most the half- 
dozen, who still adhered to this privilege of their order; and it 
has now, in all likelihood, become quite obsolete, like the an¬ 
cient custom, a part of the same system, for all Scotch barristers 
to appear without gowns or wigs, and in coloured clothes, when 
upon circuit. At noon, when the Court broke up, Peter Mathie- 
son was sure to be in attendance in the Parliament Close, and five 
minutes after, the gown had been tossed off, and Scott, rubbing 
his hands for glee, was under weigh for Tweedside. On this occa¬ 
sion, he was, of course, in mourning; but I have thought it worth 
while to preserve the circumstance of his usual Saturday’s cos¬ 
tume. As we proceeded, he talked without reserve of the novel 
of The Monastery, of which he had the first volume with him : 
and mentioned, what he had probably forgotten when he wrote 
the Introduction of 1830, that a good deal of that volume had 
been composed before he concluded Ivanhoe. “ It was a relief/’ 
he said, “ to interlay the scenery most familiar to me, with the 
strange world for which I had to draw so much on imagination.” 

Next morning there appeared at breakfast John Ballantyne, 
who had at this time a hunting-box a few miles off, in the vale 
of the Leader—and with him Mr. Constable, his guest; and it 
being a fine clear day, as soon as Scott had read the Church 
service and one of Jeremy Taylor’s sermons, we all sallied out, 
before noon, on a perambulation of his upland territories; Maida 
and the rest of the favourites accompanying our march. At 
starting we were joined by the constant henchman, Tom Pur die 
—and I may save myself the trouble of any attempt to describe 
his appearance, for his master has given us an inimitably true 
one in introducing a certain personage of his Bedgauntlet: — 
“ He was, perhaps, sixty years old; yet his brow was not much 
furrowed, and his jet black hair was only grizzled, not whitened, 
by the advance of age. All his motions spoke strength una¬ 
bated ; and though rather undersized, he had very broad shoul¬ 
ders, was square made, thin-flanked, and apparently combined 
in his frame muscular strength and activity; the last somewhat 
impaired, perhaps, by years, but the first remaining in full 
vigour. A hard and harsh countenance ; eyes far sunk under 
projecting eyebrows, which were grizzled like his hair; a wide 
mouth, furnished from ear to ear with a range of unimpaired 
teeth of uncommon whiteness, and a size and breadth which 
might have become the jaws of an ogre, completed this delight¬ 
ful portrait.” Equip this figure in Scott’s castoff green, jacket, 
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and gave them mmmw* ft* extend tlim mslk a tiff I 
down the mme fiitimiw brook. Here thorn mm a *nm 
in a very mfueatered mt nation, l»y tiinkini k*n««* it 
tkitii tii wlitidi Hrtflt tin Might it liiiglit lw m.mmwtrnd n 
abln mtmtttnr rt^tdonon fnr lit* ili-nightm and |i4hi^ m 
Tho didiiili of thut jiliin wrri* ft«in it m m i 

all Imndi tlint a »wt*rfor rfiiilii uni S* 

lit mpiatwl mum wmmm id il«inr» f ^ wliicli 

11 Min# tm n w*% ilm hill 

A toti'ltlvii'ft tinitt nhail n„ . m 4 
A will **wy twmk timt imm n mil* 

Willi many a fall ahull iiipf imart ** Aa 

lit wh« hi mum tii tint itaiim — 

11 And Uwy m tmr wUrvi ahall #i»f* 
lit mmwt*%nwn iiiit *\mm Urn,** 

to In %bM it Ahtmtafonl a llttl« #i 

#1 T®m Pttftlto % Mmn I^ntta%r f t! A, - at«»« «lion n$jn 

c^QEtptwny In ajairta hnth nl ^kaal and 



lie departed from the text, adding —. 

“But if Bluestockings here vrm i. • 

The Great Unknown won’t 

L <tine with you.” 

Johnny Ballantyne, a projector to .. , , 

zealous about this embryo establish^! C °^ WaS 
should have had walking enough ere he he 

his dapper little Newmarket groom had been ordered'tofetch 
Old Mortality thither, and now, morm-f^ n 9 1 . e ^ ecl to letch 

he capered about us, looking pallid anH o 03 ^ ^a ^ ne ^ u ^ er? 
hut as gay and cheerful as ever, and wl^f M v a gh ° st ’ 
mitted to ride over hedge and ditch L * ® been per ‘ 

line of the future avenue. Scott adm^^a 01 !* 
country-people, if they saw him at such 

whole party for heathens; and clap-nino- + wo ^fd take the 
left ns. “ The deiks in the body,’’ qil £v P ^ rs % bl ?. bor £ f®’ b ® 
be ower every yett atween this and Turn b ^! om ^ ur< ^ e .’ tie 11 
Lord’s day. I wadna wonder if h e wer^T’ * be 2? e 

Session.”—“Be sure, Tam,” cries “?* dbefore the 

on the Dominie to blaw up his father __ t stab ,®’ ^at you egg 

dred miles o’ gait to see the ne’ et -do f bun ; 

neither, I’ll be sworn, would the Sheriff^ 1 “k-J? 16 sto ,? 1 ’ a P 1 d 
the Sheriff, “ we’ll let sleeping dogs he T » ^ a ’ na ’ T u °th 
As we walked homeward, Scott, beino a^r-M-i * <-■ i 
his left hand on Tom’s shoulder, anH i g ^ fat 1 lgaed ’ laid 
port, chatting to his “ Sunday V oxZ » h ¥F? J J m « P ' 

tionate fellow, just as freely as with th^! o a il e<i tb ® affec ,‘ 
Tom put in Ms word shrewdly and i r , n „r r 1 e , st ^ be P art L and 
grunted whenever the joke chanced to , ud y, and grinned and 
sion. It was easy to see that his bo, ® Wlt ^ 1 i n ^ 1S apprehen- 
from the moment that the Sheriff g 0 +. i_ • r swelled within him 

There arose a little dispute between coba J 15alus gripe, 
trees ought to be cut down in a Leri a ^9 u * w - hat tree 
and Scott seemed somewhat ruffled passed; 

vious hints of his on that head WT hn , dl , ng tbat S0 “ e P re - 
When we got into motion again, bio v n . 0 ^ ceen attended to. 
shoulder — and Tom dropped a pace ai ! d was °? Constable’s 

we approached a gate, when he junmo/i s° tbe , rear ’ 
‘‘Give us a pinch of your snuff tv ± ° r?rajd aDd opened it. 
Tom’s mull was produced, and the’bnr,?’ < i uo , , t ^ ie Sheriff. 
I was much diverted with Tom’s bebo • resiu ? ed ds position, 
reached Abbotsford. There were s™ ° Ur T hen , we at length 
green in front of the cottage porch cf ff ,r( ^ en c ^ a i r s on the 

them to enjoy the view of his new 00 ** s . a ^ , wrL on one 

as it gleamed in the 



-■-ami Sniff |tr4wtifh ivjoiin'ol n.* Aj?h a |i*.irl$nii 

t*xpromooii i*T fart*. A« btnm a * Tmn a */* nut. of * 

— ** Will yo gituss it hut li*^ Im** b’» n aimo, m 
lliis is u. gnn it **;itUfsM*iinti * Tom umoifps m»* 
thought tltO lllllttPr irtit t 4111-1 O'df htl * mv 4 1 /1 in 
tliiiiiiiiig of thut Hump ludtmd I \if»Um I’Vi >:n u*$ai* 

I iiiiwl uni forgat, flint w Itooior mmfj to ,it 


Tom til ways fi|>|i«*nr« i il at hi* j!ia*f«*r * **n 

fliiiuor wim ovor, unit sliauik hm^ lifu lot In* taard a 


and all tli* 1 §to IM l mtitfiutn'* mi a »|imtgh **t t* nodi*# v 
of willOi lii’imnluig In in* fiiury. I todmip SI 
wliwti ot|irfU4rtial in |uiiil hi* sut Him i ft *n tint, au 

ohattgmt of our ntfiinmrs, tlio imoiont ftpiduiu <-t p- 

oounta may antill to* tudulgr'd toTtirrtt a t«ur^rr at, 
dmm iermiit; but in trull* ho k**pt h> th*- old l 

with ttiimiiitic? aurv&iita* to m tMlrttl mtmh t hut** 


praotUad by liny «tlu*r goof toman, Ha r«»tm*ra 
ooaohman if ho mi by Idio* ti* 1m oft*m tint tin Hip 
hia footman, if ho ki|i|irnust to to* in tlm rti. 
tlnirti wna any vary yoiinn hid in tint huttmdmlti, 1 
point of duty to »«»that Ida mnpiuytmmin m-no m* 
to Itipro tlttio fur inifiifiring Ida oiliiimtiuii, minla In 


oopy-book tifttm a mwk to thi* tihrarv, and 

alf that ha wait doing, Itulaad lit did not rniifinn 

ity to Mi own jmifitii, Any uU*miy awtatit * i a t 


1 t win obliged to Hip 8!tt*f4ft*a #4 fit to, John 

for nnnfntilfifi tint n! itn* following tcnit of T»tit IHintle 
John Rtohardtom of Pitidyer Mtnmt (ont* of Pit Wain . 
mxm to Abboinfimh Torn i win* tong tiim tor * 
attottd mmm him wlilln li« trtetl for a jt#4 a mdiu«»ni 
bourhootf of Matrona llthbK* A# tli»y »»Ikr#I liililot* 
imiiilly of ii® 4m til tlm il*li ini lint it§it»§wlf tmiiilii ih«r», 
lag di« atmagar an aradlt for muat» All! in tha wit*i«iiii,.ii * 
byi howiftr, Etaharttoai, wtm tw i«i adtnirai4p h 

ana fellow, mi- a w^iiiifiii iitiililii*iii uf ii«' git, I 
tafaty* 14 A Tom M • wi/ 1 ?f!i*jftt " 

boaay pdtaa YY 14 A #nf*#% tom Hr. II 4 iPn m )i 
iff Iha iimftat you wtn iitfllng alaatC 9 Tom dmww4 
mib «f Umt Inmmintttf; bit will# tii#y tw *ttil *fetou s 
wiitb mma m* with m hi« *i? 

tatelwl t» liifltti lilt flriltti wrlifewi Tta» frfiilt waa I 
^ cwte. M Wtah 11 naynTmti* fetiliif tha iltwii 

u wi»i f ft gw a mrlkfe mm M* u** t * 

a towtr l«f) « to tot fmmi it kit by «a l«gte^td f 


was noon considered as a sort of friend too, and was sure to 
have a. kind little colloquy to himself at coming and going. 
With all this, Scott was a very rigid enforcer of discipline — 
contrived to make it thoroughly understood by all about him, 
that they must do their part by him as he did his by them; 
and the result was happy. 1 never knew any man so well 

served as he* was .. so carefully, so respectfully, and so silently ; 

and I cannot help doubting if in any department of human 
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Boott'ii Bartmtary — iSirtr»tf by I^wo’tKn iml lltt*t I 

Prvttltlwtry of llio Ho) 4 ! s% u*ni)' »4 l.aiiilmrsli H» 

Kjtort* tit AhtM»t*f«*«t * ru!*Ut%UM*, «4 Tlo* 

find KvnUwnrili. iwJto. 

Tiik novel «>f Tim Motmntorv waa jittidiiditmt i 

niiig of March I?Oi If apjtearinl not 11 * th«* |«ml 
1 vim hot% hot in .‘I v«>I«, Timm like the twltim %i 
Herbs, In flirt, a few »hwt* «f The .ifotntuto 
jirititod imforo Heult agreed to lot Ivniiht** In 
Author of Wiivorky 11 on it* title-page; and \ 
of tlio two lawk* Udoilgwl Co the Illtoffil 
gauming tiff' ‘ 4 Mr, Ijiwmitv Templeton** ha a lot In 
of oandid&to for literary »t§rrtm 

At the rifting of itw <*oiirt «m tin* Tilli, tin \ 
Imtitioii, for the pttr|*om* of fwrmtt,g lib tmmneti 
had batm prevented from fitting in the npniig of I 
year hy ilftiow, mol again ill (lariat titan hy finiii 
The Prince Regent was* now King. 

Cinii of iiw flrttt visa tow wa* Sir Thoma* Ini 
informed him that lint Mitjetitf had ir>§ft%#*4 t«* ,**f 
gallery, then in progress iif WSttdftor (tattle, with 
hit! hand of lib iiicwf dbiingitUhed ntiil«iii|mira: 
reigning monarch* of Ettfftjtfs and their chief m 
general*, had already mt for that purpnae; mi lit 
th« King tltiiirntl In *ee exhibited thoae of iii« i 
who had attained the highetit hononra of literttiuri 
— and It wan hi* pleanurn that flii« mmm aliottl 
with Walter Beott. Thu jiirtmit wa* tipgttn iiimi 
the head wm immimi before Hcoti left town, Sir 
oaxsght mi fixed with admirable skill mm of tin 
prtniofii of Mi ioiiiitPiittiitw »t the |ir«n«ifwi §»i»rt«i 
to the perfeet truth of tin* ropr^nlalmm wiv i 

maLmm. It <«&», j&k fta, if H. to*at j&ts&. affia. £tu k a '■&, Mi ,1 *:•*. & %>,, -2 .ft 


extremely unfortunate that Sir Thomas filled in the figxLTe 
from a separate sketch after he had quitted London. When I 
first saw the head, I thought nothing could be better ; 'but 
there was an evident change for the worse when the picture 
appeared in its finished state — for the rest of the person itad 
been done on a different scale, and this neglect of proportion 
takes considerably from the majestic effect which the head 
itself, and especially the mighty pile of forehead, had in 
nature. I hope one day to see a good engraving of the head 
alone, as I first saw it floating on a dark sea of canvas. 

Lawrence told me several years afterwards that, in Ids 
opinion, the two greatest men he had painted were the Duke 
of Wellington and Sir Walter Scott; “and it was odd,” said 
he, “that they both chose usually the same hour for sitting* — 
seven in the morning. They were both as patient sitters as I 
ever had. Scott, however, was, in my case at least, a very 
difficult subject. I had selected what struck me as his noblest 
look; but when he was in the chair before me, he talked away 
on all sorts of subjects in his usual style, so that it cost me 
great pains to bring him back to solemnity, when I had. to 
attend to anything beyond the outline of a subordinate.feature. 
I soon found that the surest recipe was to say something tliat 
would lead him to recite a bit of poetry. I used to introduce 
by hook or by crook a few lines of Campbell or Byron; he was 
sure to take up the passage where I left it, or cap it by some¬ 
thing better—and then —when he was, as Dry den says of 
one of his heroes, 

‘ Made up of three parts fire — so full of heaven 
It sparkled at his eyes 1 — 

then was my time — and I made the best use I could of it. 
The hardest day’s work I had with him was once when—-— 1 
accompanied him to my painting room. -was in particu¬ 

larly gay spirits, and nothing would serve him but keeping 
both artist and sitter in a perpetual state of merriment by 
anecdote upon anecdote about poor Sheridan. The anecdotes 
were mostly in themselves black enough — but the style of the 
conteur was irresistibly quaint and comical. When Scott came 
next, he said he was ashamed of himself for laughing so much 
as he listened to them; ‘for truly/ quoth he, ‘if the tithe was 
fact,-might have said to Sherry — as Lord Braxfield once 


1 A distinguished Whig friend. 



ftititl In Hit (* 1 111]*'*11f * o j * 1* J t at ihr bar \ ~ tc ,% 
f*hh4\ finite I Hi! \ •' wool bo 11 ii f i« t *<•*■ V4 «m 4 i**u» v‘ 

It \4 U * d! * * <i m t ? !i r f!l< •{ 1 * 1 m i > v 1 * 1 J® 

Chant tv v for tl»iit bunt whirh ah |o *■ «*, % * * f » §- 

of t’X|ifotif-iiitit tmw& fomllv ri*iii» , inl« i| i , ¥*'4 hy 4 

Illtltglw! in lib AottmtfUr rtsrbv Chant, C f i frijur*- 
Would nit to him *4‘t nniuiHimrafrd ihron>»h \lh 
llliltt, l*l**rk of I lit' Wolh* 111 * hr pfiMl i , »’-Ml 

11 HiiUPHf Allan,” til hit* r*ar!> duv#, whrn suiting I 

li tit N ithmU%U\ in in 1 1 1 ii |olgr!in,iy^ »* 

Ktlinhurfth, for tin* nob* of tlio mu! 

Illicit I lift lit* JUtHttrit lllollg f III’ ;4|tO i |, li* ( 4 4.t* ll Mir |1 

of ii rnlrbnt v *4 inn own, iifwl inut«i nirntionrA In In 

|tttt|*O|40 of f illliftff **ll H» m! ! to th*tih I i 4 r I • H ’ * 
UlllfO )|0 loti! roontvwl, t|lM*U.;h ;i * maim U It O'wl, *4i 

of llitiiti ** lituiuutm *4 Ktf b^istl^ atul t#mfU .<« fr< 
tlmt ItOitlo It in |nn*f|r;ll Ctlrftflt kftoWtt to Urn , ob[ nv 
oiiilwiiawt tiiin njijiorl-iiiiity of roovryiiiff to f h 
nlmrUIttHi liinliififiii «f nittti4liiif Inn luunli ntwt . ■. 

tfl tltiS fllitt#ritlH u It Wilis ill Mill t 

iiinriiitig , 11 miyi Mr, t*mtttttigWm« 4< th.it I 5 «wit in 
him nt Ml** fin in orgm*** in f*n«*i* Ii? I % Is bad n- 
a tiiiiiiif#, when 1 In ’ini u *\uu li Iw ,*w uU 3 # emnmy 
otnitij lioiflifif tint twill tififfilK itn wa# In# 

Si lift initio • * A limn 1 mn 

yon* 1 1 wiiit ftriiii«»tJiiii|i4* r«»tifii$ f e n « Mi * ’ , " .4 »*u 
llPi I foil in linioliiitf tlio liiiiiil llwil hml r|i#4riin«l 1 
Hi movml hi* hum!* ainl with onr of liw rmnir 
* Ay- ii i'llff iirciwii fniiitl if u 1 I m.o 4 Iii!n 
firit ; Hmiit nnw it* iitnl noon j»iii in« fit inf t*m& * 
priwip—1 hint iilfinwt nilloit if ltin lift, toil ,4rf if ^ 
wiiinitigiiiiii’i tioari, Mitt «ni4i f*niitthmr*»» 

limn I mm 

CliMifPii 1 * hmi Jn-rn tliH p;wfii'? m* 

*#i»i a jnn*tsi*!il of tho i «iif$i*4fiaiir« j »» 

pout fffit iiitj Ini t*i mi/#W ili» h .*i 

wurtli, g»fi4y ami mtimmty, Tho lull Unit * 

bad mrnmnl ami grntitiml in^th* ami foitmat* 1% 
Vthmimy w*ijtn*rtrt! that Hnoti won hi mwo wpI t*i* 

lil» iiPit nitirnntfC Mmp tlmy *>|44 if 

•teilia Hit inwjitol flm mfitsimn, mn I »fi»*n 
split la StaPtMtfci ftiiitti two m tlif m m 

ftittittiWtfil In mint hiiih — mnm$, othof*** U%% *44 fus 

Htbar* f flm hnmkfaiit wait an aiiy in 
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Ghantivv f<»r flint 1Hlot whifh almm ytr^vtxmi for |»* 

eswf of V*3C|iroKHi<»n intuit fondh fmimrnbmfd to ;to 

yningltHl ill hit* ilomoHtio oitvliv tlmsJtm N wfm^i 
would mt to him wit* **uttiutuum»tod through 41l.ii 
ham, olork of tlio work*< in tlm grrai u *> lf*tos\ * a. 
11 Hoimut Allan," in his* i'wl)’ tliiyn, mlirii gwitttttg li 

a »t4ifit.HilIiwin in XitliHiliilin iitmto 11 jnlgrmiiigo »u 

Edinburgh, for Urn 1 to* pm jw* »r *d Htmir,"* tlomimij, 

iiiiiiii im ho pjiHHoti along' f h < 4 nltrrt, Ho %m now* in 

of a ndohrit V of I*i ** mvii, and had tm<nt**»n«d t«« hi t 
jmrpoHO of falling on Srolt to I bank torn bn 
nago Jin bail rm*m*d, tlifini d* a * **00000 fctfiH, on 
of fliimo 11 of NttliMblo *md t htltow n\ **ms 

flint triiwli% hi* jiiMdicml tutoftto known to i|<o 
©intiriimt ftii» njijM'irtiitiilf of ronimyom to H»ott lm 
tiharifthrd iiiiililfttili of mothdliitg lti:i h*%id; ami S»1 
ftHtfontad to III# flat tort me ** It \\m about 

morning ,' 9 nay* Mr. I'uiitutigiiiMii, “fluil I Knot, m i 
him at Iflii fhiinorgtio*# m fVradslly. It had not 
a litimito, wlion I bmrd 11 r|oirk houvy t»fu|* rowing, 
eaimt, holding out both hand*, iw wa* hi* riwlnitt, n 
m lii ttiitm - < 1 Allan ('tmntfightiiti, 1 am 1 

you . 9 1 ifiiii Hotnothing,” ooittinuv* Mr. t \ »* 
nrti I fidt in totndiiug tin* hand flint had rhuriund tt- 
Ito iiitivnii liii hand* and with tain of Iih »**<iiiir n 
1 Ay — and a big brown hand si 1* * I H;t> 11 liltlo 
ftr*t: Heott miw it, mill mm 1 jmt m» at mv r 1 m ; 1 
jMiwnr—I hmi ttliittwl r»tlr 4 it tint art, but art it 
winning on*’* liwirt,Hint roatortng otw*a fonildimr**, I 
man I «?« mot.” 

Qhaiitroy’a jnifjM'iiii iuui boon tint until** na I,nwr 

mlm 11 jMMdinul phimn of tin* rnufitottatiro; and 

pMil llflt iftt f fill {ir*n*ial«*i| to ttiodid flir litmitl 11*1 I 
ward*, gmvidy iitnl milwiinly* Tti«* full tli4i 

had amtUMid and gwitihwi * both f and fortutiatoly 1 

Ohanimy mjiit^lad that ftimft woujti mnm and bV*a 

Ida atil sncwning befcww tlitiy mml 

atudb* Ha »wjitoil tla 11ml mlini 

again in Efiliitiititt Htwd, found two or t!t?t»f§ a m 
aaaamhiod to moot !iit» l ~attiiiii.|f liw **lil ft tv 

Btbtr* Thu hraakfaat wan# m any f*itf§y in h 
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Chantrey’s house was sure to be, a gay one, and not baying 
seen Heber in particular for several years, Scott’s spirits were 
unusually excited. “ In the midst of the mirth (says Cunning¬ 
ham) John (commonly called Jack) Fuller, the member for 
Surrey, and standing jester of the House of Commons, came 
in. Heber, who was well acquainted with the free and joy¬ 
ous character of that worthy, began to lead him out by relat¬ 
ing some festive anecdotes: Fuller growled approbation, and 
indulged us with some of his odd sallies; things which he 
assured us ‘ were damned good, and true too, which was better.’ 
Mr. Scott, who was standing when Fuller came in, eyed him 
at first with a look grave and considerate; but as the stream 
of conversation flowed, his keen eye twinkled brighter and 
brighter; his stature increased, for he drew himself up, and 
seemed to take the measure of the hoary joker, body and soul. 
An hour or two of social chat had meanwhile induced Chantrey 
to alter his views as to the bust, and when Scott left us, he 
said to me privately, ‘ This will never do — I shall never be 
able to please myself with a perfectly serene expression. I 
must try his conversational look, take him when about to 
break out into some sly funny old story.’ As Chantrey said 
this, he took a string, cut oft the head of the bust, put it into 
its present position, touched the eyes and mouth slightly, and 
wrought such a transformation, that when Scott came to his 
third sitting, he smiled and said — f Ay, ye’re mair like 
yoursel now! — Why, Mr. Chantrey, no witch of old ever 
performed such cantrips with clay as this.’” 

The baronetcy was conferred on him, not in consequence of 
any Ministerial suggestion, but by the King personally, and of 
his own unsolicited motion; and when the poet kissed his 
hand, he said to him—"I shall always reflect with pleasure 
on Sir Walter Scott’s having been the first creation of my reign.” 

The Gazette announcing this was dated March 30,1820; and 
the Earonet, as soon afterwards as he could get away from 
Lawrence, set out on his return to the North; for he had such 
respect for the ancient prejudice (a classical as well as a 
Scottish one) against marrying in May, that he was anxious to 
have the ceremony in which his daughter was concerned, over 
before that unlucky month should commence. He reached Edin¬ 
burgh late in April, and on the 29th of that month he gave 
me the hand of his daughter Sophia. The wedding, more 
Scotico, took place in the evening; and adhering on all such 
occasions to ancient modes of observance with the same punc- 
tiliousness which he mentions as distinguishing his worthy 



father, In* t»;iv** a jolh .-nipper at’tei » ard:4 t*» .ill i lit* f 
connexions of t ho ) Minn.: i'**u| 

In Mav IN'Jtfe hr tveet\rd ftom b«»th flu* Hiofir.li I 
the highest eoinphmenf wlimh j! wao in flint p* * a er u 
The Viced‘huueellot'H of ( Kh*r4 and t f .imbnd .*♦* one 
to him, in t lit* name work, their mpm*.! I hat he «** 
at the approaching <*omuirm*u.tftour*, and mvrpt thi 
degree of l>ortor m tdvil Law. Ii w,r* nupo j nl*ir l 
leave Scotland again in linn*, and on ? 

renewal# id the same buttering prop* m?n»n fnan n 
he wan prevented by sunt!.it’ riremiistaurcrt !r»an in** 
self of fhetr distinguished lundur?»'t. 

About the middle of Angmd, m\ wife and I »?-ftt 
ford; aiul we remained thorn f**r several weeks, dn: 
I became familiarised to Sir Walter Seott ‘m m>d»' id 
In the country, dim humbled person who ala)rd 
it abort visit, must have departed with the imj^ 
what hit witnessed wain ati iitTiiiitttfiiil variety ; l| 
courtesy prompted him to break in upon tun imbit 
had a stranger to am urn*; but that it %\m ph\ ntr.iby 
that tlin titan who wan writing the Waver ley nmum 
rate of nearly twelve volumes in the year, n»ii!4 nuif 
after weak* and month after month, to devote all bn 
perceptible fraction of bin morning to out of 4«n 
and tun whole of In* evenings to flic cn!**rlutninent 
Htautly varying circle of guests. The hospitahtv of 
noon# immt alone Imve lieen enough to mlniti^f the t 
almost any man; for litti visitors did not. uumu, life 
country-limum# in general, to enjoy the landlord’?* $ 
and annum each other; but tin 1 far greatei j*i«i|initt 
from a distance, for the Hole mike of the iWt am 
himself, whose person they had never labor** seen, 
voice tlmy might never again have mi u|»|i«mtunity « 
No other villa it* Kiirojm wm ever resorted to frotn 
motives, and to any tiling lifer t lift wune oMent, en.ee | 
and Voltaire never dreamt ot Mug vi^iblo to Inn kmm i 
for a brinf utiaoo of tlio day ; fow of tlietn maui «tim**i 

and none or them tmotim to have ulejii under htn rm« 
©stebliihiiieiib on the etmfniry* ri*Mnnlilt*d in i nrt\ 
that of the afttueut idler, who, lw # einwe ho tmn nil 
would fain tmiiiinit jiolitkml iiilliiiitirn in stsme 
open htmttct m*eivo« m many nn fie hm room for 
their ajiartmentti omnipied, m itiey wmmtm 

guaother troop of iht mint tleioriiitinii, llt#n «n 


guiltless of inkshed, the exercise of hospitality upon this sort 
of scale is found to impose a heavy tax; few of them, now-ar 
days, think of maintaining it for any large portion of the 
year: very few indeed below the highest rank of the nobility 
— in whose case there is usually a staff of led-captains, led- 
chaplains, servile dandies, and semi-professional talkers and 
jokers from London, to take the chief part of the burden. 
How, Scott had often in his mouth the pithy verses_ 

“ Conversation is but carving: — 

Give no more to every guest, 

Than he’s able to digest: 

Give him always of the prime, 

And but little at a time ; 

Carve to all but just enough, 

Let them neither starve nor stuff ; 

And that you may have your due , 

Let your neighbours carve for you: ” 

and he, in his own familiar circle always, and in other circles 
where it was possible, furnished a happy exemplification of 
these rules and regulations of the Dean of St. Patrick's. But 
the same sense and benevolence which dictated adhesion to 
them among his old friends and acquaintance, rendered it 
necessary to break them when he was receiving strangers of 
the class I have described above at Abbotsford: he felt that 
their coming was the best homage they could pay to his celeb¬ 
rity, and that it would have been as uncourteous in him not 
to give them their fill of his talk, as it would be in your every¬ 
day lord of manors to make his casual guests welcome indeed 
to his venison, but keep his grouse-shooting for his immediate 
allies and dependants. 

Every now and then he received some stranger who was 
not indisposed to take his part in the carving; and how 
good-humouredly he surrendered the lion's share to any one 
that seemed to covet it — with what perfect placidity he sub¬ 
mitted to be bored even by bores of the first water, must have 
excited the admiration of many besides the daily observers of 
his proceedings. I have heard a spruce Senior Wrangler lect¬ 
ure him for half an evening on the niceties of the Greek epi¬ 
gram ; I have heard the poorest of all parliamentary blunderers 
try to detail to him the pros and cons of what he called the 
Truck system; and in either case the same bland eye watched 
the lips of the tormentor. But, with such ludicrous excep¬ 
tions, Scott was the one object of the Abbotsford pilgrims; and 
evening followed evening only to shew him exerting, for their 
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crowning motive with half that moiety. As for countrymen 
of his own, like him ennobled, in the higher sense of that 
word, by the display of their intellectual energies, if any one 
such contemporary can be pointed out as having crossed the 
Tweed, and yet not spent a day at Abbotsford, I shall be 
surprised. 

It is needless to add, that Sir Walter was familiarly known, 
long before the days I am speaking of, to almost all the 
nobility and higher gentry of Scotland; and consequently, 
that there seldom wanted a fair proportion of them to assist 
him in doing the honours of his country. It is still more 
superfluous to say so respecting the heads of his own profes¬ 
sion at Edinburgh: Sibi et amicis —Abbotsford was their villa 
whenever they pleased to resort to it, and few of them were 
ever absent from it long. He lived meanwhile in a constant 
interchange of easy visits with the gentlemen’s families of 
Teviotdale and the Eorest; so that mixed up with his super¬ 
fine admirers of the Mayfair breed, his staring worshippers 
from foreign parts, and his quick-witted coevals of the Parlia¬ 
ment House — there was found generally some hearty home- 
spun laird, with his dame, and the young laird—a bashful 
bumpkin, perhaps, whose ideas did not soar beyond his gun 
and pointer — or perhaps a little pseudo-dandy, for whom the 
Kelso race-course and the Jedburgh ball were Life and the 
World. To complete the olla podrida , we must remember that 
no old acquaintance, or family connexions, however remote 
their actual station or style of manners from his own, were 
forgotten or lost sight of. Pie had some, even near relations, 
who, except when they visited him, rarely if ever found admit¬ 
tance to what the haughty dialect of the upper world is pleased 
to designate exclusively as society. These were welcome guests, 
let who might be under that roof; and it was the same with 
many a worthy citizen of Edinburgh, habitually moving in an 
obscure circle, who had been in the same class with Scott at 
the High School, or his fellow-apprentice when he was proud 
of earning threepence a page by the use of his pen. To dwell 
on nothing else, it was surely a beautiful perfection of real 
universal humanity and politeness, that could enable this great 
and good man to blend guests so multifarious in one group, 
and contrive to make them all equally happy with him, with 
themselves, and with each other. 

I remember saying to William Allan one morning as the 
whole party mustered before the porch after breakfast — “A 
faithful sketch of what you at this moment see, would be 



liioi'l* iltfli-l’.sltl!!.: ;i hnhdl rd h* U« l\ f O.Ut th» 

so-eatled Iun! * »t ira I jorlurr ! ha! \»*n will e**o * Holm 

Hot [! I ; ° itttil lli> d With 111*' ’.•» ‘ 

I nfteti wondered at In w *ir« In he had n» u .m* mpted 
the suggestion. TIm* subje*! *m *1^, lii-a#,*',, l*» 
treated conjointly h\ Inm o »r \\ illun .md fVnun 
It was a elear* bright September itounniu, wi?h .1 
in thi' air that doubled the annua!mg intiueure »»* 
»hiiu\ and all wan in readme#* fur a grand nmnmf 
Newark Hill, The onh gue*.t wh«» !ia*t S'!| s |l ll *’* I 
sport fur hi mne! f was t li«* lU.iote-iu »t *•! ang In *, Mr 
he* t< hi* wan there on tin .v/iW?v, armed will* It * ' ahe* 
landing net, and attended h\ In; human* 1 vj as* 11 
rharlie lhtrdn\ a brother of Tout, hi t h*or da\ » the 
hrated iishcruuiu of tlir drat 1 * t. ’I hr* huh* gimip 
ntntw, bound fur Lord Some mile'* prefer v«\ rrummn 
about to witnem* the start of the mam cavaleade > 
mounted on Sibyl, mm marshuliuo; Ho* »udet i4 
with a huge hunting whip; iin*l, among a d»»;on 
youths unci maidetm, who Hocmed ilmpine*! 1 ** laugh 
topline* apjwamh ©nett on humehaek, eaeh um eag 
youngest H{K»rt8mnn in the t n«Sir 11^in|4»t % 
Wollaston, anti the patriarch of Scottish Mle* Iriu 
Markeir/ie. The Man uf Feeling, however, n,m 


with Home difficulty to renigu hm Meed f*»r the prr< 
faithful negro follower, stint to join I#n*l% S**at m tb 
until we should roach the ground «f our &**#?*«#* Iuii 
long-tailed wiry Highlander, yclept //««/»/• ** *7 rev, 1 
rind hint ninthly and stoutly, although hi# fret alin*« 
the ground itn lit* nut, want the adjutant. Hut the si 
rencnie figure wua the illu4rtotnt inventor uf the m% 
He had mmw for hi* favourite Mjmrt <4 angling, and 
practising it muwmtftiily with Ibms In# tiavtdhng r 
for two or thr«*fi day a prereding tin#, hut !»^ had not 
for emiwing flel«b s %ir had left flmrSie Ttinlir's tr« 
WfilteFn on a audden thought; and in# fblieriiiiiida * 
a brown hat with fleiiblo tirtiim# mi mm tided with 
lin©! Mid intnimemhle IlyditMiJtti • jiirk %Mithv * 
smuggler, and a fualiiut aurfuitt ilntiiiiwl with t1e» 
salmon, made 11 fine eontnwt with the ii«ui»rt iirletii, 
breeches, and widhj^di^li*#! joi‘keyd»tM#tii %4 the U 
guished cavaliers almiit him Hr, lv*iiln#ti*i* %?m in 
with Ids noble serene dignify of eouitletiatiee m 
passed for a sjmrting arehbishop. Mr. Maekettiur, ni 


in the 76th year of his age, with a white hat turned up with 
green, green spectacles, green jacket, and long brown leathern 
gaiters buttoned upon his nether anatomy, wore a dog-whistle 
round his neck, and had all over the air of as resolute a 
devotee as the gay captain of Huntley Burn. Tom Purdie and 
his subalterns had preceded us by a few hours with all the 
greyhounds that could be collected at Abbotsford, Darnick, 
and Melrose; but the giant Maida had remained as his mas¬ 
ter’s orderly, and now gambolled about Sibyl Grey, barking 
for mere joy like a spaniel puppy. 

The order of march had been all settled, and the sociable was 
just getting under weigh, when the Lady Anne broke from the 
line, screaming with laughter, and exclaimed — “ Papa, papa, I 
knew you could never think of going without your pet.” — 
Scott looked round, and I rather think there was a blush as 
well as a smile upon his face, when he perceived a little black 
pig frisking about his pony, and evidently a self-elected addi¬ 
tion to the party of the day. He tried to look stern, and 
cracked his whip at the creature, but was in a moment obliged 
to join in the general cheers. Poor piggy soon found a strap 
round its neck, and was dragged into the background: — Scott, 
watching the retreat, repeated with mock pathos the first verse 
of an old pastoral song — 

“ What will I do gin my hoggie 1 die ? 

My joy, iny pride, my hoggie 1 
My only beast, I had nae mae, 

And wow! but I was yogie ! ” 

— the cheers were redoubled — and the squadron moved on. 

This pig had taken — nobody could tell how — a most senti¬ 
mental attachment to Scott, and was constantly urging its pre¬ 
tensions to be admitted a regular member of his tail along with 
the greyhounds and terriers; but indeed I remember him suf¬ 
fering another summer under the same sort of pertinacity on 
the part of an affectionate hen. I leave the explanation for 
philosophers — but such were the facts. I have too much re¬ 
spect for the vulgarly calumniated donkey to name him in the 
same category of pets with the pig and the hen; but a year or 
two after this time, my wife used to drive a couple of these 
animals in a little garden chair, and whenever her father ap¬ 
peared at the door of our cottage, we were sure to see Hannah 

1 Hog signifies in the Scotch dialect a young sheep that has never been 
shorn. Hence, no doubt, the name of the Poet of Ettriek — derived from 
a long line of shepherds. 
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pea ranee. of a piece of delicate green turf. When Sir Hum¬ 
phry emerged {rout his in voluntary bath, his habiliments 
garnished with ninth slime, and mangled water-cresses, Sir 
Walter received him with a triumphant encore/ Hut the phi¬ 
losopher had his revenge, for joining soon afterwards in a brisk 
gallop. Sentf put Sibyl <»ivy to a. leap beyond her prowess, and 
lay humbled in the diteh, while Davy, who was better mounted, 
cleared it and him at. a hound. Happily there was little dam¬ 
age done but no out* was sorry that the sociable had been 
detained at the loot, of the hill. 

I have seen Sir Humphry in many places, and in company 
of many different deseript ions; but never to such advantage as 
at Abbotsford. His host and he delighted in each other, and 
the modesty of their mutual admiration was a memorable spec¬ 
tacle, Davy was by nature a poet — and Scott, though any¬ 
thing hut a philosopher in the modern sense of that term, 
might, 1 tfunk it very likely, have pursued the study of physi¬ 
cal science with zeal and success, had he chanced to fall in 
with such an instructor as Sir Humphry would have been to 
him, in his early life. Knelt strove to make the other talk — 
and they did so in turn more charmingly than i even- heard 
cither on any oilier occasion whatsoever. Scott in his romantic 
narratives batched a deeper chord of feeling than usual, when 
lie hud Hindi a listener as Davy; and Davy, when induced to 
open Ids views upon any question of sclentitie interest in 
Heott\s presence* did so with a degree of clear energetic elo¬ 
quence, and with a flow of imagery and illustration, of which 
neither his habitual tone of table talk (least of all in London), 
nor any of his prose writings (except, indeed, tin* posthumous 
{'cmsoluthms of Travel} could suggest, an adequate notion, I 
say Ids prose writings • for who that has read his sublime 
quatrains on tin* doctrine of Spinoza can doubt that he might 
have united, if he had pleased, in some great didactic poem, 
the vigorous ratioeinatiou of I>ryden and the moral majesty 
of \Vordswort h V l remember William I add law whisper¬ 
ing to me, one night, when their u rapt talk" had kept 
the circle round the fire until long after the usual bedtime 
of Abbotsford > ** Unde preserve us! this is a very superior 
occasion I Kh, sirs! ** he added, cocking his eye like a bird, 

I wonder if Hhakspeare and Bacon ever met to screw ilk 
other up ? ° 

Since I have touched on the subject of Sir Walter's autumnal 
diversions in these his latter years, I may as well notice here 
two annual festivals, when sport was made hit pretext for 
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for a »n©ii# tfmt Obemn and Queeii Mali might lot 


There am evenings when the spectator might believe, with 
Father (’huueer, that. 1he 

* Gueeu Fabry, 

With harp, and pipe, and symphony, 

Wert' dwelling in the place.' 


i i* 


Hornetimi's the evening closed with a 4V hunting of tint water;” 
and thru tin* Sheriff, though now not ho agile an when he prae- 
lined that rough sport in the early times of Ashest-iel, was sun' 
to he ones of the party in the boat,— held a toreh, or perhaps 

took the helm,-.-ami seemed to enjoy the whole thing ns 

heartily an the youngest of his company — 

44 ’Tls Wythe along the midnight title, 

Wills Htalwart arm the bout to guide — 

On high the dazzling blaze to rear, 

Aud heedful plunge the barbed spear; 

Kork, wood, and scaur, emerging bright, 

Fling on the at ream their ruddy light, 

Ami from the bank our band appears 
Like < ieuii armed with llery spears.” 1 

The other 44 superior oeeasion ” eame later in tin* season; the 
2«Sth of October, the hirflulay of Sir Walter's eldest mm, was, 
I think, that- usually selected for the , Uihntnjhrtl Hunt, This 
wits a eottrsiug held on a large scale, including* with as many 
of the young gentry us pleased to attend, all Scott's personal 
favourites among the yeomen amt fanners of the surrounding 
country. The Sherd! always took the field, hut latterly de¬ 
volved the command upon Ids good friend Mr, John Usher, 
tin* ex laird of TofUteld; and he could not have had a more 
skilful ora better humoured lieutenant. The hunt took place 
either on the moors above the Oauldshields* Loch, or over some 
of the hills on tin* estate of < tala, and we had commonly, ere 
we returned, hares enough to supply the wife of every farmer 
that attended wit h soup for a week following. The whole then 
dined at Abbotsford, the Sheriff in the chair, Adam Fergusson 
minuter* amt Uuminie Thompson, of course, chaplain. George, 
by tiie way, was himself an eager partaker in the preliminary 
snort; and now he would favour its with a grime, in Human 
pit rase H as long as my arm,” beginning with thanks to the 
Almighty, who had given man dominion over the fowls of the 
air, and the beasts of the field, amt expatiating on this text 
with ho lueulent a commentary, that Scott, who had l mm fura- 

1 See Pmtlml royal it?©, p* 004, 
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art tut/ darlimj ! Imagine some small, Parisian savant — some 
dreamy pedant of Halle or Heidelberg a brace of stray young 
Lords from Oxford or (’nmbridge, or perhaps t heir prim college 
tutors, planted here and there amidst, these rustic \vassailors--- 
this being their first, vision of the author of Marmion a,nd 


Ivanhoe, and he appearing as heartily at home in 
if he had been a. veritable Ihinrfir himself his 


the scene as 
face radiant. 


Ids laugh gay as childhood, his chorus always ready. And so 
it proceeded until some worthy, who had fifteen or twenty 
miles to ride home, began to insinuate* that his wile and bairns 


would ho getting sorely anxious about tin* fords, and flu* 1 dim¬ 
ples and Hoddies were at last, heard neighing at the gate*, and 
it. was voted that tin* hour had come for dovh an dorrurh — the 


stirrup-cup do wit., a, bumper ail round of the unmitigated 
mount it in dvu\ How they all contrived to get. home in safety, 
I leaven only knows but S never heard of any serious accident, 
except upon one occasion, when dames I Iogg math* a, bet at 
starting that, In* would leap over his wall eyed pony as slit* 
stood, ami broke his nose in t his experiment, of u oYrvaulting 
ambition.” One comely goodwife, far off among the lulls, 
amused Sir Walter bv telling him, tin* next tinn* In* passed 
tier homestead after one of these jolly doings, what, her 
husband's first, words wets* when he alighted at his own door 


Atlie, my woman, Ida ready for my bed . anti oh lass (ho 

gallantly added), ! wish I could sleep lor a towmont, for 
there's only at' thing in this warld worth living for, and 
that’s the Abbotsford Hunt!” 


It may well ht* supposed that tin* President of the Boldside 
Festival and the Abbotsford Hunt did not omit, tin* good old 


custom of thv /urn. IWery November, before quitting the 
country for Kdinhurgh, lie gave a harvest homv % on the most 
approved model of former days, to all the peasantry on his 
estate, their friends and kindred, anti as many poor neighbours 
besides as his barn could hold. Here old and young danced 
from sunset to sunrise, — John of Skye's bagpipe being re¬ 
lieved at intervals by the violin of some Wandering Willie; 


and t he laird and all Ilia family were present during the early 
part of tin' evening * he ami his wife to distribute tlu* con¬ 
tents of the first tub of whisky-punch, ami his young people to 
take their tine share in the endless reels and hornuipes of the 
earthen floor. Ah Mr. Morn it has said of him as he appeared 
at taint Nippy’s kirn of earlier days, ** to witness the cor¬ 
diality of his reception might have unbent a misanthrope.” 
He had his private joke for every old wife or u gausie carle/* 
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port td’ton ipintt'd in turn, 


*• Til*’ n»f Imitim nmg M\thr airl , 

Al llif hu* f**i ftnjjiiiM!«-§!? " 


Tim following in from 11 1 ir» \ r<u *n day fa* *b»tinm 

1 itti 1 lit'i —■ **Tin* Sim dfinit !iil»i»iiri-r n* it* ln» nalnr.d 'ti-tii»" prr 
hu|*« imp of flit 4 Ih*M, iinmi uttmlmrn! and land h* 41 f»nl *»f 

human bfhnp; and iii truth I !§,*%** Inu j !« ( 4 m% *»tl*rr hahim 

of osqmitHo vt*ry lit lit* 1 4 wimp 1 frl! into I Ii*^ habit *4 mat fdmtitg 

UUUO hoitPftt jHHljlll*, 1 Wndl \ «41 iambi haOP fir* y ,4 '<’4 4 

hundred tdatltfrotn btdm: ahta*-,f rtttnrh mpjmh’d 4% lb# sr 
fiithitrn’ nr hrothtuV labour, mm*’ *l*«w u 4 rHirrda* t** dun* r in 
thli ptJWH, amt got U ptoro *4 r.ikr and bann*** \%, aid p* m « apo*« r 
(no vt*ry dmlly largm* * i tn tumour m| /»*>,/;-oo-.- iy I «h-« bur 

ioyott, my dmir t‘r***»ni, that « host I thought On- (M«>r tmbm i 
who kopt flaw rhtltlrrii no limit* and w«dl taught, .*nd %u'll 
hohavod, worn * lav tug tlm mfmlr da 3 4 4 mma*^ 1 p< •*- • t 

tw«*niy-{ipiirp lit tlip numi % I wiw n,?i|i 4inr4 % 4 ihrn Mt* u4«% 
and of tlndr itnd I*h\vb, Hut ii!S f 

mm cmt*» untt it in lx4fpr twimfy Uunthv^ nh#nd4 
immmiing tci itmir wbdmn ninl liiiinfn, flym hull fkd unir/i^r 
should min«*d idmvn thrir minimum. \U*mU^> hkv I uti »m?H 
in tlm fairy tain, I Iiiivp my giftwi tit<*tt tlir W a >urr 
atiti cnulgtd-tiiaypr ••—tlm l^nf rmiimr mut 3#^m|«-r t^-ii 

allot in tliii liiitp dbtrirt; iwiil, nn I 11111 |aiii41 f»» nil m.udy 
and at h la tin flimt* nn* nri*#il \**<itu* i*ili«^r- 

wi«o diwniit jtnrftmiftj* and louring fli» s ir ttmr4f) .111 

this wntdk of mul ogotium, but what van I ***>n ah ml 

mivo what in ujij^rmoat in my own tliiniglit#? Ind hnr mi 
I, thinning old nlfitilntioiii and j»liniting nn hup#; mm isii* 
doing what ha# Imm 1 !! dtnia* 1111*1 nn%% s doing wluit I *11 mi 
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one "would do but myself, and accomplishing all my magical 
transformations by the arms and legs of the aforesaid genii, 
conjured up to my aid at eighteen-pence a day.” 

“ The notable paradox,” he says in one of the most charming 
of his essays, “that the residence of a proprietor upon his 
estate is of as little consequence as the bodily presence of a 
stockholder upon Exchange, has, we believe, been renounced. 
At least, as in the case of the Duchess of Suffolk’s relationship 
to her own child, the vulgar continue to be of opinion that 
there is some difference in favour of the next hamlet and 
village, and even of the vicinage in general, when the squire 
spends his rents at the manor-house, instead of cutting a figure 
in France or Italy. A celebrated politician used to say he 
would willingly bring in one bill to make poaching felony, 
another to encourage the breed of foxes, and a third to revive 
the decayed amusements of cock-fighting and bull-baiting — 
that he would make, in short, any sacrifice to the humours and 
prejudices of the country gentlemen, in their most extravagant 
form, provided only he could prevail upon them to i dwell in 
their own houses, be the patrons of their own tenantry, and the 
fathers of their own children.’ ” 1 

In September 1820 appeared The Abbot — the continuation, 
to a certain extent, of The Monastery, of which I barely 
mentioned the publication under the preceding March. I 
have nothing of any consequence to add to the information 
which the Introduction of 1830 affords us respecting the com¬ 
position and fate of the former of these novels. It was con¬ 
sidered as a failure — the first of the series on which any such 
sentence was pronounced; — nor have I much to allege in 
favour of the White Lady of Avenel, generally criticised as 
the primary blot — or of Sir Percy Shafton, who was loudly, 
though not quite so generally, condemned. In either case, 
considered separately, he seems to have erred from dwelling 
(in the German taste) on materials that might have done very 
well for a rapid sketch. The phantom, with whom we have 
leisure to become familiar, is sure to fail—even the witch of 
Endor is contented with a momentary appearance and five 
syllables of the shade she evokes. And we may say the same 
of any grotesque absurdity in human manners. Scott might 
have considered with advantage how lightly and briefly Shak- 
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1 have intreduced this quotation from a little book privately 
printed for tin* amiable d edge's own family and familiar friends, 
because Sir Walter owned to myself at. tin 1 time, that the ideal 
of Tim Abbot, had arisen in his mind during a. visit, to Blair- 
Adam. In the pages of the tab* itself, indeed, the beautiful 
localities of that estate are distinctly meationed, with an allu¬ 
sion to the virtues ami manners that, adorned its mansion, sueh 
as must have been intended to satisfy the possessor (if heeould 
have* had any doubts on the subject) as to the authorship of 
t hose novels. 

About Midsummer 1810, the dudge received a. visit, from his 
near relation William (’ierk, Adam Fergusson, his hereditary 
friend and espeeial favourite, and their lifelong intimate, Scott., 
‘They remained with him for two or three days, in the course 
of which they were all ho much delighted with their host, and 
In* with them, that it. was resol vial to reassemble the party, 
with a lew additions, at the same season of every following 
year. This was the origin of the BlaiwAdam < Hub, the regu¬ 
lar members of whirh were in number nine. They usually 
contrived to meet on a Friday; spent the Saturday in a ride 
lo Home seene of historical interest within an easy d is turns*; 
enjoyed a quiet Sunday at home' “ duly attending divine 
worship at the Kirk of Bluish (not <Meishbntham)” — gave 
Monday morning to another antiquarian excursion, and returned 
to Edinburgh in time for the Bnurts of Tuesday. From I81G 
to I HI II inclusive. Sir Walter was a constant attendant at these 
meetings, lie visited in this way Basiled'amphell, Magus Moor, 
Falkland, Dunfermline, Hi, Andrew’s, and many other scenes 
of ancient celebrity: to one of those trips we must ascribe his 
dramatic sketch of Martin (Y'h (fnwx - - and to that of the dog- 
days of 1819 we owe the weightier obligation of The Abbot, 

Vo return for reasons connected with the affairs of the 
BalluufyucH, Messrs, Longman published tin*, first edition of 
Tin' Monastery ; and similar circumstances induced Sir Walter 
to associate this house with that of < 'unstable in the succeeding 
novel. < 'unstable disliked its title, and would fain have had 
Tht 9 Nannnni instead ; but. Scott stuck to his Abbut* The book- 
seller grumbled a little, but was soothed by the author’s recep¬ 
tion of his request that Queen Elizabeth might he brought into 
the field in his next romance, as a companion to tin* Mary 
Hitniri of The Abbot. Keott would not indeed indulge him 
with the choice of the particular period of Elizabeth's reign, 
indicated in the proposed title* of 77m Armada; hut expressed 
his willingness to take up his own old favourite legend of 
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and to be embellished all round with emblems of his sport. 
Behind this were spacious rooms overlooking the little pleasance, 
which was to be laid out somewhat in the Italian style, with 
ornamental steps, a fountain and jet d’eau , and a broad terrace 
hanging over the river. In these new dominions John received 
us with pride and hilarity; we dined gaily, al fresco , by the side 
of his fountain; and after not a few bumpers to the prosperity 
of Walton Hall, he mounted Old Mortality, and escorted us 
for several miles on our ride homewards. It was this day that, 
overflowing with kindly zeal, Scott revived one of the long- 
forgotten projects of their early connexion in business, and 
offered his gratuitous services as editor of a Novelist's Library, 
to be printed and published for the sole benefit of his host. 
The offer was eagerly embraced, and when, two or three morn¬ 
ings afterwards, John returned Sir Walter's visit, he had put 
into his hands the MS. of that admirable life of Fielding, which 
was followed at brief intervals, as the arrangements of the 
projected work required, by fourteen others of the same class 
and excellence. The publication of the first volume of Bal- 
lantyne’s Novelist's Library did not take place, however, 
until February 1821; and notwithstanding its Prefaces, in 
which Scott combines all the graces of his easy narrative with 
a perpetual stream of deep and gentle wisdom in commenting 
on the tempers and fortunes of his best predecessors in novel 
literature, and also with expositions of his own critical views, 
which prove how profoundly he had investigated the principles 
and practice of those masters before he struck out a new path 
for himself—in spite of these delightful and valuable essays,' 
the Collection was not a prosperous speculation. 

Sir James Hall of Dunglass resigned, in November 1820, the 
Presidency of the Boyal Society of Edinburgh; and the Fel¬ 
lows, though they had on all former occasions selected a man 
of science to fill that post, paid Sir Walter the compliment of 
unanimously requesting him to be Sir James's successor in it. 
He felt and expressed a natural hesitation about accepting this 
honour — which at first sight seemed like invading the proper 
department of another order of scholars. But when it was 
urged upon him that the Society is really a double one — em¬ 
bracing a section for literature as well as one of science — and 
that it was only due to the former to let it occasionally supply 
the chief of the whole body, — Scott acquiesced in the flatter¬ 
ing proposal; and his gentle skill was found effective, so long 
as he held the Chair, in maintaining and strengthening the tone 
of good feeling and good manners which can alone render the 
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CHAPTKB XII. 


tlriilh of John Ibdl&ntyne iu id William Krakinu«-(Jenrgo IV. at. Kdin- 
burgh - Visits of Mr. ('ruhbc and Miss Krigeworth UeuiiniHrt’ures by 
Mr. AdolphusPnbllnttlou of Lives of the Novelists • - Uuluhm Hiil 
~~Tlm Pirate The Fortunes of Nigel — Peveril of the Peak-—Quentin 
thirwurtl --liiicl St. HoiuuPh Wtdh lH*2l-~dH*2«I, 


ItKiomr: tlu* end of January IK2I, he went to ILondon at tho 
request of tiu» other Clerks of Session, that ho might, watch over 
the progress of an Art of Parliament designed to relievo them 
from tt considerable part, of their drudgery in at tenting recorded 
deeds by signature; and his stay was prolonged until near 
the beginning of tin* Summer term of his (‘ourt, On his re¬ 
turn lie found two matters of domestic* interest, awaiting him. 
On the LMd April he writes to t he ( 'ornet: “The noble < lap- 

tain I’VrgusHon was married on Monday last, I was present, at 
the Itrhbib and I assure you the like hath not been seem since 
the days of Lesmahugo, Like his prototype, the Oaptain ad~ 
vanned in a jaunty military step, with a kind of leer on his face 
that seemed hi quiz the whole affair. You should write to 
your brother sportsman and soldier, and wish the veteran icy 
of Ids entmnee into the hand of Benedicts. Odd enough that 
I should christen a grandchild and attend the wedding of a 
contemporary within two days of each other. I have sent 
John of Skye, with Tom, and all the ruhhlement which they 
trnii collect, to play tho pipes, shout, and lire' gnus below the 
Captain's windows this morning; and I am just going over to 
hover about on my pony, and witness their reception. The 
happy pair returned to Huntley Bum on Saturday; but yes¬ 
terday being Sunday, we permitted them to cm joy their pillows 
in quiet. This morning they must not expend, to get. off so 
well, 1 * 

Tho Captain and his Lady soon pitched a tent for themselves 
— hut it was in the same parish, and ( htttonniilt* was but an 
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Abbotsford — and the spirit of the auctioneer virtuoso flashed 
up as he began to describe what would, he thought, be the best 
style and arrangement of the book-shelves. He was interrupted 
by an agony of asthma, which left him with hardly any signs of 
life; and ultimately he did expire in a fit of the same kind. 
Scott was visibly and profoundly shaken by this scene and 
sequel. As we stood together a few days afterwards, while 
they were smoothing the turf over John’s remains in the Can- 
ongate churchyard, the heavens which had been dark and 
slaty, cleared up suddenly, and the midsummer sun shone 
forth in his strength. Scott, ever awake to the “skiey influ¬ 
ences,” cast his eye along the overhanging line of the Calton 
Hill, with its gleaming walls and towers, and then turning to 
the grave again, “I feel,” he whispered in my ear, — “I feel 
as if there would be less sunshine for me from this day forth.” 

As we walked homewards, he told me, among other favour¬ 
able traits of his friend, one little story which I must not omit. 
He remarked one day to a poor student of divinity attending 
his auction, that he looked as if he were in bad health. The 
young man assented with a sigh. “ Come,” said Ballantyne, 
“ I think I ken the secret of a sort of draft that would relieve 
you — particularly,” he added, handing him a cheque for L.5 
or L.10 — “ particularly, my dear, if taken upon an empty 
stomach.” 

I am sorry to take leave of John Ballantyne with the re¬ 
mark, that his last will was a document of the same class with 
too many of his states and calendars. So far from having L.2000 
to bequeath to Sir Walter, he died as he had lived, ignorant of 
the situation of his affairs, and deep in debt. 

The coronation of George IV. had been deferred in conse¬ 
quence of the unhappy affair of the Queen’s Trial. The 19th 
of July 1821 was now announced for this solemnity, and Sir 
Walter resolved to be among the spectators. It occurred to 
him that if the Ettrick Shepherd were to accompany him, and 
produce some memorial of the scene likely to catch the popu¬ 
lar ear in Scotland, good service might thus be done to the 
cause of loyalty. But this was not his only consideration. 
Hogg had married a handsome and most estimable. young 
woman, a good deal above his own original rank in life, the 
year before; and expecting with her a dowry of L.1000, he 
had forthwith revived the grand ambition of an earlier day, 
and taken an extensive farm on the Buccleuch estate, at a 
short distance from Altrive Lake. Misfortune pursued the 
Shepherd —the bankruptcy of his wife’s father interrupted 
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whole edifice; — throughout there were numberless consulta¬ 
tions with Mr. Blore, Mr. Terry, and Mr. Skene, as well as 
with Mr. Atkinson — and the actual builders placed consider¬ 
able inventive talents, as well as admirable workmanship, at 
the service of their friendly employer. Every preparation 
was now made by them, and the foundations might have been 
set about without farther delay; but he was very reluctant to 
authorise the demolition of the rustic porch of the old cottage, 
with its luxuriant overgrowth of roses and jessamines; and, 
in short, could not make up his mind to sign the death-warrant 
of his favourite bower until winter had robbed it of its beau¬ 
ties. He then made an excursion from Edinburgh, on purpose 
to be present at its downfall—saved as many of the creepers 
as seemed likely to survive removal, and planted them with 
his own hands about a somewhat similar porch, erected ex¬ 
pressly for their reception, at his daughter Sophia’s little 
cottage of Chiefswood. 

There my wife and I spent this summer and autumn of 
1821 — the first of several seasons which will ever dwell on 
my memory as the happiest of my life. We were near enough 
Abbotsford to partake as often as we liked of its brilliant 
society; yet could do so without being exposed to the worry 
and exhaustion of spirit which the daily reception of new 
comers entailed upon all the family except Sir Walter him¬ 
self. But, in truth, even he was not always proof against the 
annoyances connected with such a style of open-house-keeping. 
Even his temper sunk sometimes •under the solemn applauses 
of learned dulness, the vapid raptures of painted and peri¬ 
wigged dowagers, the horseleech avidity with which underbred 
foreigners urged their questions, and the pompous simpers of 
condescending magnates. When sore beset at home in this 
way, he would every now and then discover that he had some 
very particular business to attend to on an outlying part of 
his estate, and craving the indulgence of his guests overnight, 
appear at the cabin in the glen before its inhabitants were 
astir in the morning. The clatter of Sibyl Grey’s hoofs, the 
yelping of Mustard and Spice, and his own joyous shout of 
reveilUe under our windows, were the signal that he had burst 
his toils, and meant for that day to “ take his ease in his inn.” 
On descending, he was to be found seated with all his dogs 
and ours about him, under a spreading ash that overshadowed 
half the bank between the cottage and the brook, pointing the 
edge of his woodman’s axe for himself, and listening to Tom 
Pur die’s lecture touching the plantation that most needed thin- 
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I believe, their first visit to Tweedside since the death of Mrs. 
Erskine in September 1819. He had probably made a point 
of having his friend with him at this particular time, because 
he was desirous of having the benefit of his advice and cor¬ 
rections from day to day as he advanced in the composition of 
The Pirate — with the localities of which romance the Sheriff 
of Orkney and Zetland was of course thoroughly familiar. At 
all events, the constant and eager delight with which Erskine 
watched the progress of the tale has left a deep impression on 
my memory; and indeed I heard so many of its chapters first 
read from the MS. by him, that I can never open the book now 
without thinking I hear his voice. Sir Walter used to give 
him at breakfast the pages he had written that morning; and 
very commonly, while he was again at work in his study, 
Erskine would walk over to Chiefs wood, that he might have 
the pleasure of reading them aloud to my wife and me under 
our favourite tree, before the packet had to be sealed up for 
Edinburgh. I cannot paint the pleasure and the pride with 
which he acquitted himself on such occasions. The little arti¬ 
fice of his manner was merely superficial, and was wholly for¬ 
gotten as tender affection and admiration, fresh as the impulses 
of childhood, glistened in his eye, and trembled in his voice. 

Erskine was, I think, the only man in whose society Scott 
took great pleasure, during the more vigorous part of his life, 
♦that had neither constitution nor inclination for any of the 
rough bodily exercises in which he himself delighted. The 
Counsellor (as the survivors of The Mountain always called 
him) was a little man of feeble make, who seemed unhappy 
when his pony got beyond a foot-pace, and had never, I should 
suppose, addicted himself to any out-of-door sport whatever. 
He would, I fancy, have as soon thought of slaying his own 
mutton as of handling a fowling-piece; he used to shudder 
when he saw a party equipped for coursing, as if murder were 
in the wind; but the cool meditative angler was in his eyes 
the abomination of abominations. His small elegant features, 
hectic cheek, and soft hazel eyes, were the index of the quick 
sensitive gentle spirit within. He had the warm heart of a 
woman, her generous enthusiasm, and some of her weaknesses. 
A beautiful landscape, or a fine strain of music, would send 
the tears rolling down his cheek; and though capable, I have 
no doubt, of exhibiting, had his duty called him to do so, the 
highest spirit of a hero or a martyr, he had very little command 
over his nerves amidst circumstances such as men of ordinary 
mould (to say nothing of iron fabrics like Scott’s) regard with 
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great satisfaction of seeing Erskine at length promoted to a 
seat on the Bench of the Court of Session, by the title of Lord 
Kinnedder; and his pleasure was enhanced doubtless by the 
reflection that his friend owed this elevation very much, if not 
mainly, to his own unwearied exertions on his behalf. He 
writes thus on the occasion to Joanna Baillie: — “There is a 
degree of melancholy attending the later stages of a barrister’s 
profession, which, though no one cares for sentimentalities 
attendant on a man of fifty or thereabout, in a rusty black 
bombazine gown, are not the less cruelly felt: their business 
sooner or later fails, for younger men will work cheaper, and 
longer, and harder — besides that the cases are few, compara¬ 
tively, in which senior counsel are engaged, and it is not eti¬ 
quette to ask any one in that advanced age to take the whole 
burden of a cause. Insensibly, without decay of talent, and 
without losing the public esteem, there is a gradual decay of 
employment, which almost no man ever practised thirty years 
without experiencing; and thus the honours and dignities of 
the Bench, so hardly earned, and themselves leading but to 
toils of another kind, are peculiarly desirable. Erskine would 
have sat there ten years ago, but for wretched intrigues.” 

In August appeared the volume of the Novelist's Library, 
containing Scott’s Life of Smollett; and it being now ascer¬ 
tained that John Ballantyne had died a debtor, the editor 
offered to proceed with this series of prefaces, on the footing 
that the whole profits of the work should go to his widow. 
Mr. Constable, whose own health was now beginning to break, 
had gone southwards in quest of more genial air, and was 
residing near London when he heard of this proposition. He 
immediately wrote to me, entreating me to represent to Sir 
Walter that the undertaking, having been coldly received at 
first, was unlikely to grow in favour if continued on the same 
plan — that in his opinion the bulk of the volumes, and the 
small type of their text, had been unwisely chosen, for a work 
of mere entertainment, and could only be suitable for one of 
reference; that Ballantyne’s Novelist’s Library, therefore, 
ought to be stopped at once, and another in a lighter shape, to 
range with the late collected edition of the first series of the 
Waverley Romances, announced with his own name as publisher 
and Scott’s as editor. He proposed at the same time to com¬ 
mence the issue of a Select Library of English Poetry, with 
prefaces and a few notes by the same hand; and calculating 
that each of these collections should extend to twenty-five 
volumes, and that the publication of both might be concluded 
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fidontial * cm the packed, iu my gay old grand-aunt. The next 
time I saw hen* afterwards, slue gave. nice back Aphra, properly 
" rapped up, wit h nearly these words: — 4 Take bank your 
bounv Mrs. Bohn; and, if you will take my advice, put her in 
thee {ire, for I found it impossible to get. through the very first 
novel. 1 hit is it not/ slue said, 4 a very odd thing that 1, an 
old woman of eighty and upwards, sitting alone, feel myself 
ashamed to read a book which, sixty years ago, l have heard 
read aloud for the amusement of iarge circles, consisting of 
the first and most creditable society in London ? ’ This, of 
course, was owing to the 4 gradual improvement of the national 
taste* and delicacy. Tin* change that brings into and throws 


out of fashion particular styles of composition, is something of 
the same* kind. It does not signify what the greater or less 
merit of the hook is:--the reader, as Tony Lumpkin says, 
must be in a eoneatenatiou accordingly — the fashion, or the 
general taste*, must have* prepares! him to he* pleased, or put him 
on Ids guard against it.. It. is much like* dress. If Clarissa 


should appear before a modern party in hen* lucm rufilers and 
head dress, or Lo\dace in his wig, however genteelly powdered, 
I am afraid they would make* no conquests ; the* fashion which 
make's conquests of us in other respects, is very poweu*ful in 
literary enmposit inn, and adds to the effect of sumo works, while 
in others it- forms their sole merit / 1 


Among either miscellaneous work of this autumn, Keott 

amused some leisure hours with writing a sewie*s of u Private 
Letters,” supposed to have* been discovered in the repositories 
of a Noble Knglish Family, and giving a picture* of manners in 
town and routs!ry during the early part of the* reignof dames I. 
Tlmse letters were* printed as fust as he penned them, in a 
handsome quarto form, and he furnished the margin with a 
running commentary of notes, drawn up in thee character of 
a disappointed ehaplain, a keen Whig, or rather Radical, over¬ 
flowing on all omehoim with spleen against Monurehy and 
Aristocracy, When the printing had reached the* 72d page, 
however, he wan told candidly by Krskine, by James Rallan- 
tyne, and also by myself, that, however clever Ins imitation of 
tlie epistolary style of the period in (juration, he* was throwing 
away in these letters the materials of as good a romance as lie 
had ever penned; and a few days afterwards he* said to me™ 
patting Sibyl’# neck till she danced under him — ** You were 
all quite right; if the letters had passed for genuine they 
would have found favour only with a few musty antiquaries; 
and if the joke were detected, there was not story enough to 
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lotion mingled with murk exultation, ami tlim tlir< 
tttdf into an attitudo of rmiural dignify, hr foiled 
iotioH of John Kemble, cute of the loftiest bunds o 
mm*® Mammon — 

11 r»nw on, sir, Now yon art yntr fWt on shore 

In AWi* t»rh# IVrMtms, my Httrl), 1 

Again t nay to thee aloud, It* tirli. 

Thin day tfioii nitwit ttiife ingot*,” 

Thin win anothrr period nf •* refreshing the ttmehii 
in Novemlwr, t find Hir Walter writing thu* t*» 
partner, Mr. ('tubll f want two hunk*, Malmls 
Itadivivtui, or Homo itttdi tiaita, artel llnrlintihn Art if 
maker.” fTho reader of Nigel will nndorittattd thee 
11 All good littsk to yeni, ntiiiiiiiiirokilf and other* 

1 The fan of Dili application of 41 my Hnrty ** will tint m 

who mmembem Dm kind and grMMhhnttimired lVrry*,» §^>wrr 

.a i^mdlftriy »tnriiiiin «»«?? griiiiuma «f l«*l 

aide to the rtimwllan ; and In prlfate m often called It tip m 

waa most clici rfuk 





grown a shabby letter-writer, for my eyes are not so young 
as they were, and I grudge everything that does not go to 
press. 55 

Sir Walter concluded, before he went to town in November, 
another negotiation of importance with this house. They 
agreed to give for the remaining copyright of the four novels 
published between December 1819 and January 1821 — to wit, 
Ivanhoe, The Monastery, The Abbot, and Kenilworth — the 
sum of five thousand guineas. The stipulation about not 
revealing the author’s name, under a penalty of L.2000, was 
repeated. By these four novels, the fruits of scarcely more 
than twelve months 5 labour, he had already cleared at least 
L.10,000 before this bargain was completed. I cannot pretend 
to guess what the actual state of his pecuniary affairs was at 
the time when John Ballantyne’s death relieved them from 
one great source of complication and difficulty. But I have 
said enough to satisfy every reader, that when he began the 
second, and far the larger division of his building at Abbots¬ 
ford, he must have contemplated the utmost sum it could cost 
him as a mere trifle in relation to the resources at his com¬ 
mand. He must have reckoned on clearing L.30,000 at least 
in the course of a couple of years by the novels written within 
such a period. The publisher of his Tales, who best knew 
how they were produced, and what they brought of gross 
profit, and who must have had the strongest interest in keep¬ 
ing the author’s name untarnished by any risk or reputation 
of failure, would willingly, as we have seen, have given him 
L.6000 more within a space of two years for works of a less' 
serious sort, likely to be despatched at leisure hours, without 
at all interfering with the main manufacture. But alas !• even 
this was not all. Messrs. Constable had such faith in the pro¬ 
spective fertility of his imagination, that they were by this 
time quite ready to sign bargains and grant bills for novels 
and romances to be produced hereafter, but of which the sub¬ 
jects and the names were alike unknown to them and to the 
man from whose pen they were to proceed. 1 A forgotten 
satirist well says: — 

“The active principle within 
Works on some brains the effect of gin; ” 

1 Mr. Cadell says: — “This device for raising the wind was the only 
real legacy left by John Ballantyne to his generous friend; it was in¬ 
vented to make up for the had book stock of the Hanover Street concern, 
which supplied so much good money for the passing hour.” 
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ih JmjHilanf \ , ;r» SU lii»1 sS, nH\ **t hot j*ol o *uV !«• »T, da mid ha\ o 
shrunk I r*»ist 11a* r \ |«* nna*nt »*! a * i*■«■ i a \» dam j»*• v t Mj I In* ♦ ■*»ii 

1 IMI*\ » I hr\ llil ’ll! I >» ' r\i’U rii t“f ffofjt IlfiiO h « t f 1,4 f I r I I i| i/‘ 

f limn • rl \ o.s, flint ll ! 1 1 « * h* <t »k - .*4»l a! Ir n I .it r, flu?. IliHtht ho 

riHjuf t * r j«*i :-u *i { !»\ rf 1 11 itnuirr tajudiH of j * i * ** I * i** t n»u, I h** v 
Onuld tin! luako fi|* 11 1 «* 11" lullnl^ In o.utf f hr j loot Iras I maid 

adrift ; and, in slant, atlrr o\n v I?11 \\ hmf '*t *d jowindul 

luisuiviliK, vvhtinl flu* nntadino hurum id IkiH.tfiH »rV - 

fn |»11 h 11 mi, hood i art !Jt««fi* and m* ur nad an f hr wiltd hillod. 

Hr wan hk oui^t to do nn tbo\ on.dd hr |*i and 

this i Wot! knt’tt at t hr tiltir t had. hnttomr, Ur litd |mU, IlSltll 
ail Ilia iMirri'Hjumdrnrr lav In tof*' Ma\ id I hr o\toj*t ii» m !ifr|| 
In 1 had |»onnit tod hiuotoi! f Isna rai l) h» build i*n t In* r|iatirr*i 
of lift*, hraltls, and oMnfjnw«| fio|ist"btr?H. I ah nr Th»* lu.rf 
ttuon of N hud i.ruiod In*m I hr jam, Son!! had midtattf-fod 
iusfrnmriif h, and n'oivoi hi h Ih. oka**!VrV hill's ha n** I*'hh 
Ilitili trill* ** Works «d fir!n»ii M nut niir of t brut nt hrTW 1*0 
lloHOlMI hoI ill I hr dr»*dr4 id ti'grrrllMUd t»* In 1 |«t * »durod III lift 
brnkon ?4iiiM’i*Haun, ou* h «*f llirni t<» till at Va *1 flit*'** \ nlttiftrs, 
hut with |»rop»T ?auftj? rluttKo* im to tnnr-aso of roftv inour) 
in uiwn ativ of thrin should run to Imir. Viol iiInn two 
yours all fliin fmtirijmtiou had boon m-||*rd off hy fVvrnl of 
f ho ! Vuk* hhtmdiu Ihirward* Hi. HoimnV \\oil, and hnliMiiul 
lot • find tin* now niiitlif wiih hy that tniio rnm|dot«\ lint h> 
that thin* tho ond id ho %viw ? 4 }*j»ro 4 ohj*i$! 

Tlio Hphuutid Hotnanoo of Tho Pirato was jml*h htul m tin* 
hoghmiiiK of 1 Vootubor I1 ; and tho wild froshnosH nf it$ 
tdmim|ilturo, tho hoautiful ooiitrant nf Mmun and Id* nda, ,m*i 
tho oxijuinitoly ilntmn olianulor of tViitaiii t i«n*daml, 
tho rooontion wlnoh ftioo «I«»Mi*r\‘oiI # Ilir tv««rli aiuli I 


irruttd iif a senes of arftcIrH m thut. Journal. eoneeived and 

executed in a widel\ »i ilti'i * * 11 1 from fht »mi* given in Wuver- 
h\\ . *«u\ Mannrnng, ami Tim Ant apiary. ! fancy Mr. Lifford 
liiid lirrMiiii* rtiituiicnl that he had made a grievous mistake 
in the* matter, before he ,tc«|ittc,sce«l in Scuff,a proposal about 
M <|iiarlenug t he ehdd " m January 1S1 C» ; and if he was fort¬ 
unate in finding a confnhutor able and willing to treat tho 
real of fa! her JededmhT progeny w it h excellent .Mull, and in 
a spirit wore aeeuidant with the jiird and general sentintents 
of t he f tiibl ie, w e mu a a be recognise a pleasing and lumour- 
iittle trail uf charaefer tn the Irankness with which the recluse 
lllld till ell ilea|»*1 !c editor now delegated I lie j»en to .Mr. Senior. 

On t he I rail I Vi ember. Sir Walter reeei veil a ropy of fain, 
iw \ id unpublished, Irmu laud H\ ron\x bookseller, who had 
been iii;4 rtiefeil f»i ask w he! her he had iin\ object ion to hav¬ 
ing fit* 1 *• Mystery " dedicated to him. lie says, in ana win* to 
Mr. Murray, M I accept with feelings of great obligation the 
ftstfiertiig |*riifnijsitl of Lord Hymn to prolix my name to the 
very grand and tremendous drama of Tain. Some part of 
the language m hold, and may shuck one el u.hh of readers, 
win iso lulu* will be adopted by ot hern out of affectation or 
envy. I tut t hen they must condemn the Harndise Loaf if 
they have a in mil to be consistent. Tlie fiend like reasoning 
and boh! blasphemy of the bend and of Ida pupil lead exactly 
to the point which wan to be ex peeled the commission of 
the first murder, and the ruin and despair of the perpetrator.** 
Such warn Scott's opinion of the drama which, when pirated, 
Lord Eldon refused to protect. It may be doubted if the 
great ('haneellor had ever read Paradise Loaf. 

Whoever rendu Sniffs letters to Terry might naturally sup¬ 
pose that, during this winter lib thoughts were almost. exclu¬ 
sively occupied with the ruling edifice on Twctnlside. The pains 
he taken nboiit every trifle of arrangement, exterior and inte¬ 
rior, is truly most remarkable: it in not probable that many 
idle lords or lamb ever look half ho much about nueh matters. 
Hut lib literary industry was all the while unresting. His 
Nigel was completed by April I8*J2, He had edited laird 
Fmtntainhall*H f limnological Notes, and several oilier anti¬ 
quarian publications. Nor luul he neglected a promise of the 
•tiiiininr before to supply Miss Haillie with a contribution for 
it volume of miscellaneous verse, wldeh she had undertaken 
to compile for the lamefit of a friend in distress. With that 
view he now produced — and that, as I well remombir, in the 
ooii we of two rainy mornings at Abbotsford — the dramatic 


arrungoumnl.•< for Imr rhuntaldo j»mnw II*' t hcn-fino im.hI 
about fur anothor subjori Itlmh tn bo nubim-rd in Muallrr 
ooni|»:is,s; ami t ho Blair \iLun tn****t iir; * *! 1lm nr-t? Juno imp 
pltod hnn with 4am in Muodstir:* t h«»*.>■* Mount nm\ **ii limiting 
a whinpor about ll.ilitlmi IIill, t 'mmfubh*’ * nun*»i partner, with 
nut Hooitig tin 1 MS., for!bn nh trminod L |ihih |*»r ilia rop\ 
right tlm saute Mini that had appealed alime,! uiutionulh 
in inti limit * u Ima # *tf*M ml in I so/ p.r flm emln \ ♦» Manmmi, 
It wan aorepted. ami a !*“tI**r aUmt ft* bo tpiftnl will . n jo*u 
hmv well t hr head «d flu* fit m w.i.n plru'ird with tho* w shl 
bargain. 

Tim Nigel w:e« published mu lbr both of Ma\ I ; am| 
wan, I man! not sa\ , haded ,h tanking ui tin* fit 4 el ass uf 
Si’iittVi roinnuees. Indeed, an a hs-.fnneal ji*»iirushiro, Ini uf 
dames 1, stands forth ptv eminent, ami aim** 4 aham , mu% per 
hups* in reperunfttg liman mm] * drldwrufeh an n 
any one of flmitt leave so riittiplrfe mi tinproHmuu, m the 
tiriMif an ago, It in* in fuel, tin* eomnmuUi v *m tlm old 
Kuglinh drama hardly a single pmturrMpm p».»in of manner i 
tmmlmil by Him dofimm amt Inn roniempor.mes but hao Umii 
dovetailed into fins story* urn! nil f«* rontlv ami natural!), m 
tci form tlm most sinking eontra 4 to the limbti jrul romanoi'H 
of nut horn wlm rmm, im the selioolbu) i phiu a* it, ami then art 
tn work oppressed ami tiewsldered m if It thm nu«b iiinl un 
digested burden, 

On tlm ilav alttlm publmufmn, <’unstable, then near I,ms 
don* wrote thim In tlm author; •• I nan m tn»n ve-itordni, 

anil hu ktmilly worn tlm people devoutuu; m\ fnmd Jin*jUn*i 
Ummlh, that l not mil ly mi w tliom muling u’m I hr v.irwu m 
tlioy ptuwed along. I assure you there i.m im exaggeration in 
this. A now novo! from tho Author of Waves ley j«nH 
— in other words, j»nt« down for tlm timo every other literary 
liorforttmnoo. Tho mmwk Oooati, by whn !t thr nra w««ih %%m 
nhijifKiiIj arrivod at tlm wharf mi Hnmhiv ; tlm halvn wvrv got 
<mt by wf mi Mimdiiy inormtig, and Imforo half fiant ton oVIork 
7 mm oujiitm hint Imon diHjmmod! I wan truly lui)»j*y t« hrnr of 
llalidon I till* ami uf tlit? {nitinfimUiry amisigrnirnm umtliY fur 
its putdioitiinn. t wish I hint ilm jimirr of prinuiiluig with 
you to gif© un a siifiilnr iiriMitiiiiuit rmv tlnoo iiniiiilin, and 
that our mmkmt ononiioi m\ fins miIh tUv ihirdor imglit nut 
hitvti tCKi^ uiuoh tlioir own ivny* jmrhapH y 11111* noil dranuifso 
ikoteh might llamumklmru. ft would h* |»roi«iim|*tii<in^ m 


me ft* point out subjects (hat! ho quite forgotten Urn Lord 
of the Im1ohV| hut v«*u know my craving to bo groat, and I 
cannot re.-ost mentioning here that I .should like' to sen a battle 


of Hastings 

-The N igc 


a i Tcms\ a Ik»sworth tiold and many more.” 
was just launched i ’oustable knew that Peveril 


of 1 he Peak was a I reads, on the storks: set see how quietly he 
suggests that a little pinnace of tin* llalidon class might, easily 
he rigged out miee a quarter by way of di\ ersion, and t.hns add 
another l# luuo per annum to \\w H.HkUOO or So 1 H>0, on which 

all part ins counted as t lie sure yearly profit of the three deckers 
in/nr**! Hut i kmstahle, during t hat residence in Kngland, was 
in the habit of w ritmg e\ery sveek or tsvo to Hi r Walter, and 
his letters are all of the same complexion. The ardent book¬ 
seller's brain serins fe has e been well-nigh unsettled; and I 
have often thought that the foxglove which he then swallowed 


flits i’ntiiphitnl being a threatening of water in the chest) might 
have had a share in I lie extravagant- excitement of his mind. 


Occasionally ■ however, he enters on details, as to which, or at 
least m to Htr Walter’s share in them, t lie re could not have 


been any mistake; and these were, it must he owned, of a 
nature well eateulated to nourish and sustain in the author's 


fancy a degree of almost mad exhilaration, near akin to his 
publisher's own predominant mood, In a letter of the ensuing 
month, for example, after returning to the progress of Peveril 
of the Peak, under HftHH) copies of which (or nearly that imtii- 
heiq HaHiiiiiynehi presses were now groaning, and glancing 
gaily to the prospect of their being kept regularly employed 
to the same extent until three other novels, as yet unehris- 
tened, had followed Peveril, lie adds a summary of what was 
then, had just been, or was almut to tie* the amount of mum- 
pat ion furnished to the same office by reprints of older works 
of the same pen; — “a summary,” he exclaims, “to which I 
venture to say there will lie no rival in our day ! ” And well 
might t'unstable say so; for the result is, that flames Biillatt- 
tyne and i *u. had jiist executed, or were on the eve of execut¬ 
ing, by Inn order *** 


“ A new edition of Htr W. HcotPs Poetical Works, in 10 

v«tin. fminiature) , .5000 copies. 

Novels and Tales, Pi vols. ditto, . « . 5000 «— 

Historical Komauees, 0 vols, ditto, . . * 50(H) — 

Poetry from Wnvertey, c%e, I vol, Pituo, . 5000 — 

Patter required, , 7772 reams. 

Volumes produced from Ballaniyim’s press, . 145,0001 n 



*|'o \\ 1 1it’ll \\ «* ittav ,ib K add *r»MM *Um i<i !»» $t* 

HinlV .}:; I It*’ nilUirdulo plu 4 um> of 1 hi a 4 Jl» <3 8 || 

wsllilll tho •« ju«*o *4 Ittrhr 1JS s »1 1 11 * ^. Hm hm!<’ *4 
!i«*ii:i x\ ,i h \v ilium? t|Hi" ! i« «?i» omm di in loin ,iis\ 
\\ \ t *4 ; { ’uli'il iblrV-s, Ill IlU-i hi »l*rft*nt isMiifn, \i,ti .m 

it lirittl |*sr*M* iiti vwv *m! im tli*’ dumUu t'H mI ,t | 

anil*)! i* »h, m truth, had burn juck. *, * *.; /nM‘i /»»<*.<;»*, it 
of I brim |a;4 sfirnng and f unm** im/ mmsm will 

| H H‘t« 11 .‘, f ut», „tH | s Hi * # 11 f In lit* S,! ;i '1 ,rt| n 

Itlci 1 *t trill* htu.lfl, « * »lirii{!} ,4 * s i lilt bimuim 

i»f |a*«|tn*al lil!!* It* III h In n tli*' If.turn and * i I -i.: 11J t \ 

nwvh ; lu% ton, had *’i m ’iii nii*h b* il s fiinr 

I;tlst|*‘*l III In < li.Il 1 * ** inniiH *4 YiU° , h#\ 

|l» »| t had, win In \bbt*Hfi*rd Wm* 11 -M11! || i Ilf) mitt I 

prtiii; am! a I an ’ I * *r 41 Irululubt t ntr.faUr *4 II 
amt Inn uvonvooinug iMiait-.iturn <4 v.rnhfH <i m 

hint nlrmitly I nupm In pi opart- a ’ 4 * t n i A mho 
I 1 11 11Ht ftirrn nil tti il liltfmrlit o*oitoli!n|*t that 
viait to In i notl horn ilfiiuitin ur» in I Jo* a r 4 man »4 I 

11 1 i * 4 , t mm tit * Ptiftro <4 fin 4 ihmno *4 Human v 

hnvo touuhod tho mill *4 Son!laud, mm*! * n«\ n In 

ovor boon hold thnro in »<•■!•’ tj f n*n i 

uuoiw of (hilhnioti, ** t ho l»i!rla« , r i'ntubm bout 

tin 1 vory liiiif ilri'SUii id dm n|ut s an turf i * j-trod »i 
Hill of Vork, thuro onuld l« 11 !! 1 !* d‘-uH t U 4 ail 
Torioa, of whutovor *hadn *»! liiailiiiiriil* wnu.bt r* 

tlimr lawful 8 m oroujn a ^rprt hi *4 and *im 

but tlio b tdimm ot tI’ m* I abot a; ^ fu‘a ,ud*» * mnt t 
tlliil boon iiiitavonrabl) llfirturnd, m 
iffottloiftM in Inn hmtnry nlmvv .ill M#|tr t ikisi 4 n 
pojmtat ion inldiilial f*» I hat jwilitiral vtmn \ i ■ llir 

HotiHtniiH iiiul Hriuidiib* wht* ii IiimI t*mnniiiil«^b m 
yontonlay, tii tho triiil *4 lu» t^noou. tin ili«* %%Si 


lltct «ijni»toti rout uhnorvorMi a vory 

whioti tho tu % w% fml nut yfiitiin* kmn find tv**ofvod 
lio Iiiul l«*mi iiifivml In il*» hii hi ii I'pfy ifront i 

dirwtly unit imtum lh, b\ thoro min lw m»« 

1 lifdiovo it will l«* rraiitoit by iltl n*ti« romill tho 
fchoy fKHnirroft, tlmt ln» Mjiji’Hty maud) mvod to H* 
itiftttoitoo, auttiuiiiy% an*t tho innro than Sit 

of itio liiglic^t litijwa lio ounSit tnifo u«4i|li|oil nit 
of thin jirogrpsii, 

Wliothor nil tho iirriingoinoiiti wfnoli 8ir H alt 

on forced, worn (Hmooivml in tlio iiuiit am*nrato tm 



vni quotum. It appr ami to In* very generally thought, when 
the first programmes were issued, that kilts ami bagpipes 
win**' to orcupy a great deal too imirli spar**. With ail respect 
for flii* generous qualifies which the Highland flans have often 
exhibited, it was difficult. to forgot that, t hey hah always consti¬ 
tuted a small, and almost alu a \ s an uniuipoHant part of tin*. 
Scottish popnlaimn; ami wlum mu' reflected how miserably 
their numbers had of hilt* years been r« m 1 moo I in consequence <>1* 
the selfish and hard hearted policy ot their landlords, it. almost 
seemed as if tlmro was a cruel mockery in giwug so mmdi 
prominence to thrir protrusions. But there could be no ques¬ 
tion that tliry wrrr pint urrstpm and thrir enthusiasm was too 
sinrrvr not to hr catching; so that by anti by rvru tho coolest- 
headed Sassenach Irlt his hrart, likr John of Argyle’s, l * warm 
to thr tartan and high ami low wrrr in tin* humour, not only 
to applaud, but each, according to his station, to take a share 
in what might rrally la* described as a sort of grand tvtruJicar 
iitw of thr Holy rood chapters in Wavcrley ; Ueorge I V.,\tnno 
wUttin BO, being writ rontrntrd to enact Prince (‘harlie, with 
thr < treat Unknown himsrlf for his Baron Bradwardine, “ad 


vjrnt'HthtH vvt titirahvmhu vtiiirjtts tin mini mjin past fntttuUittm," 
But Kir Widtrr hml as many parts to play us rvrr taskrd thr 
Protean genius of his friend Mathews; ami hr played thrm all 
with as much cordial energy as animatrd tin* exertions of any 
I Irmdmmn or Piper in thr company. Ills severest duties, how¬ 
ever, wrrr those of stage manager, and midrr these 1 sincerely 
Iwdirvr any othrr human being's trmprr would vrry soon have 
given way, The magistrates, hrwildrrrd with tin* rush of 
novelty, throw themselves on him for advice about thr merest 
trifles; and itti had to arrange r vrry thing, from thr ordrr of a 
jproeiwdon to thr embroidering of a cross. Ere* thr green-room 
in < kistlr Hired had diHinissed provosts and bailies, it was sure 
in 1m fieideged by swelling ehieftains, who eould not agree on 
the relative jtnsititins their chins had occupied at Bannockburn, 
whieh they considered as constituting the authentie precedent 
for determining their own places, each at the head of his little 
theatrical tail, in the line of the King’s escort between the Pier 


nf Leith and the Uftimugate, It required all Heott’s unwearied 
good humour, and imperturbable |«iwer of fare, to hear in bo** 
coming gravity the sputtering controversies of sueh fiery rivals, 
©itch regarding himself as a true potentate, the representative 
of princes as ancient m Ilonrbon ; and no man eould have coaxed 
them into decent. eiMijmruiion, except him whom all the High- 
l&ndtirs, from tk« haughtiest M&clvor to the slyest (Jallum Beg, 
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m *jwd in 1 * *u k n i,! u | * ? ** .in lli» a r«- ,|i 

tlirir t r.t« 1 1 1 n*i4,w s \* I*»? 3 *’ •» H* had, Hum »«’i, i?i 

dr Iira! *« part i‘f Ill's udn n.i t r»i! ,in . td u:; i d • 
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VISIT OF FRABBE. 
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midst of these tumultuous preparations for the rojal advent. 
Xot withstanding all such impediments, he found his quarters 
ready for him, and Scott entering, wet and hurried, embraced 
tlie venerable man with brotherly affection. The royal pit 
was forgotten—the ample shirt of the coat within whirl it 
had been packed, and which lie had hitherto held, eautw i-h 
in front of his person, slipped back i«» its more usual ]Hohwii 
— he sat down beside Crabbe, and the glass was crushed to 
atoms. His scream and gesture made his wife comdud*- tint 
he had sat down on a pair of seissois or the like: but \>rv Httle 
harm had been done except the breaking of the glass, ofhuiwh 
alone he had been thinking. This was a damage not to U* re¬ 
paired : as for the scratch that accompanied it, its scar was of 
no great consequence, as even when mounting the “ eaUiuth, 
or battle garment” of the Celtic Club, he adhered, like ills 
hero Waver ley, to the trews. 

By six o’clock next morning, Sir Walter, arrayed in the 
Garb of old G-aul (which he had of the Campbell tartan, in 
memory of one of his great-grandmothers), was attending a 
muster of these gallant Celts in the Queen-Street Gardens, 
where be bad the honour of presenting them with a set of 
colours, and delivered a suitable exhortation, crowned with 
their rapturous applause. Some members of the Club, all of 
course in their full costume, were invited to breakfast with 
Mm. He had previously retired for a little to his library, and 
when he entered the parlour, Mr. Crabbe, dressed in the high¬ 
est style of professional neatness and decorum, with buckles 
in bis shoes, and whatever was then considered as befitting an 
English clergyman of his years and station, was standing in 
the midst of half-a-dozen stalwart Highlanders, exchanging 
elaborate civilities with them in what was at least meant to be 
Erench. He had come into the room shortly before, without 
having been warned about such company, and hearing the 
party conversing together in an unknown tongue, the polite 
old man bad adopted, in bis first salutation, what be con¬ 
sidered as the universal language. Some of the Celts, cm 
their part, took him for some foreign abbe or bishop, and 
were doing their best to explain to Mm that they were not 
the wild savages for which, from the startled glance he had 
thrown on their hirsute proportions, there seemed but too 
much reason to suspect he had taken them; others, more per¬ 
spicacious, gave in to the thing for the joke’s sake; and there 
was high fun when Scott dissolved the charm of their stam¬ 
mering, by grasping Crabbe with one hand, and the nearest of 
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scribe flu* dnv which 1 have just. passed, but I do not believe 
an accurate desert pfe»n to 1*** possible. What avails it to say, 
for instance, fIm! there mot at the sumptuous dinner, in all the 
cost tune of tin* Highlanders, the groat chief himself, and officers 
of Ids company, lids expresses not the singularity of appear¬ 
ance and manuria the peculiarities of men all* gentlemen, 
but nano to from our society loaders of clans* -joyous com¬ 
pany, T!nmy\e bad Sir Wallin* Scott's national songs and 
ballads, exhibiting all the feelings of clanship. 1 thought it 
an honour that * i 1 enigma cum took notice of mm (dr there 
were those, and gentlemen too, who considered themselves 
honoured by following in his train. There were also Lord 
Karol, ami the Maeieod, ami the Fraser, and the Gordon, and 
tbe Kergussnu ; and I conversed at dinner with Lady Glen¬ 
garry, ami did almost believe myself a harper, or bunl, rather 
for harp I cannot strike; ami Sir Walter was the lift* and 
at ml of the w hole. It was a splendid festivity, and I felt I 
know not how much younger," 

In the glittering and tumultuous assemblages of tiiaf season, 
the elder bard was Go use one of his InemPs favourite simili¬ 


tudes) very like ti erne in a frvimt iwinimj ; and though Scott 
could never have been seen in colours more likely to excite 
admiral ion, < ‘rabbi* hud hardly any opportunity of observing 
him in the everyday InveuhleucHs of Ids converse. Sir Walter's 
enthusiastic excitement nltotti the kilts and tin 1 processions 
seemed at first utterly incomprehensible to him; but by degrees 
he perceived amt appreciated the dexterous management of 
prejudices and pretensions. He exclaims, in his Journal,-— 
** What a keen discriminating man is my friend! ” But; I shall 
over regret that (‘rnbbe did md see him at Abbotsford among 
bin tuiolcm bin trees, his own good simple peasants. They had, 
I believe, but one quiet walk together, and it was to the ruins 
of St, Anthony’s (‘impel and Muschat's Haim, which the deep 
impression made on (’rahbe by the Heart of Mid-Lothian had 
given him tut earnest wish to see. 1 accompanied them; and 
the hour so spent, in the course of which tin* fine old man gave 
us some most touching anecdotes of his early struggles, was 
a indy delightful contrast to the bustle and worry of miscel¬ 
laneous society which consumed so many of his few hours in 
Scot tain I. 


Tlie King look up his residence at Dalkeith Balaee; and 
here his dinner party almost daily included Sir Walter, who, 
however, appeared to have derived more deep-felt gratitieatiem 
from his Majesty*s kind ami paternal attention to liti juvenile 
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every man’s friendship seemed to be confirmed — when men 
met for the first time, who had always looked to each other 
with distrust, and resolved in the presence of their Sovereign 
to forget their hereditary feuds and animosities. In the 
beautiful language of Dryden— 

‘ Men met each other with erected look — 

The steps were higher that they took; 

Triends to congratulate their friends would haste, 

And long inveterate foes saluted as they pass’d.’ 

Sir Walter Scott took an active lead in these ceremonies. On 
the day on which his Majesty was to pass from Holyroodhouse, 
he proposed to me to accompany him up the High Street, to 
see whether the arrangements were completed. I said to 
him — ‘You are trying a dangerous experiment — you will 
never get through in privacy. 3 He said, ‘They are entirely 
absorbed in loyalty.’ But I was the better prophet: he was 
recognised from the one extremity of the street to the other, 
and never did I see such an instance of national devotion 
expressed.” 

The King at his first levee diverted many, and delighted 
Scott, by appearing in the full Highland garb, — the same 
brilliant Stuart Tartans , so called, in which certainly no 
Stuart, except Prince Charles, had ever presented himself 
in the saloons of Holyrood. His Majesty’s Celtic toilette had 
been carefully watched and assisted by the gallant Laird of 
Garth, who was not a little proud of the result of his dexter¬ 
ous manipulations of the royal plaid, and pronounced the King 
“ a vera pretty man.” And he did look a most stately and 
imposing person in that beautiful dress—but his satisfaction 
therein was cruelly disturbed, when he discovered, towering 
and blazing among and above the genuine Glengarries and 
Macleods and MacGregors, a figure even more portly than his 
own, equipped, from a sudden impulse of loyal ardour, in 
an equally complete set of the self-same conspicious Stuart 
tartans: — 

“He caught Sir William Curtis in a kilt — 

While throng’d the chiefs of every Highland clan 
To hail their brother, Vich Ian Alderman.” 1 

In truth, this portentous apparition cast an air of ridicuje 
and caricature over the whole of Sir Walter’s Celtified pag¬ 
eantry. A sharp little bailie from Aberdeen, who had previ- 

1 Byron’s Age of Bronze . 
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allowed lib imagination to get the mastery over him as in al! 
these mutters; and j |»h if wan necessary to understand 
hi in t hurt Highly <<u such } mint a, in his personal relations, feel¬ 
ings, ami demeanour* befon* one mold follow his genius to 
advantage iit ;-<ome of hm most favoured a iu 1 delightful walks 
of exert loll. I lie si rouge >t HUpt'caMon, however, which t 1m 
whole affair left on jh\ timid uas, that 1 had inner till then 
formed a1 1 % jmU not it in n| hi.* t a|sat*i t % fur praet ieal dealing 
and rule among men, 1 do not think he had much in common 
with the atateMueii and d ijdomaiiaf> of his own age and conn- 
trv ; hut I it tu mistaken it Seott eonhl not have played in other 
days either I lie tVril or the Uoitdnmur; and I believe no man, 
after long and intimate know ledge of any other great poet, has 
ever ventured to wuv that he could have conceived the possi¬ 
bility of any Hitch parts being adequately filled on the active 
stage of the world, by a person in whom the powers of fancy 
mitt imagination had such predominant sway as to make him 
in fact live three or four liven habitually iu place of one. 1 
have known other literary men of energy perhaps as restless 
ioiIih; hut all Hindi have been entitled to the designation of 
hitmj h*niir» busy almost exclusively about trifles, and, above 
nth supremely anti constantly conscious of their own remark¬ 
able activity, and rejoicing and glorying in it. Whereas Scott, 
neither in literary labour nor in continual contact with the af¬ 
fairs of the world,ever did seem aware that he was making any 
very extraordinary exert mu. 'The machine, thus gigantic in 
its impetus, moved so easily that the master had no perception 
of the obstructions it overcame in fart, no measure for its 
power, (‘umpared h» him, all the rest of tJie povt species that 
I have chanced to observe nearly with hut one glorious ex¬ 
ception have seemed to me to do little more than sleep 
through their lives — and at best to fill the sum with dreams; 
and I ant persuaded that, taking all ages and countries together, 
the rare examples of indefatigable energy, in union with serene 
self possession of mind ntid character, such as Beott\ must 
be sought for in the roll of great sovereigns or great captains, 
rather than in that of literary genius. . 

In the einie of initdt renowned practical masters, it has been 
usual to account for their apparent calmness amidst the stir¬ 
ring troubles of the world, by imputing to them callousness 
of the affect iome Perhaps injustice has been done by the 
supposition i but, at all events, hardly could any one extend 
it to the eiiftft of the placid man of the imaginative order; —a 
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of IniuoiSiify. Siifh ,i.HHiir»*4I\ w m Ills 

“ rarninM with lib* " if** ua<* a jdn.t »*f Ilm Jm 

bruin ; and I mnrr ?«au luiii lu**d in 4 t■•n*i*-i»*i 

was durum I In* lull wlml 0 ! an i mu m 

to inako o\t*rv brain hut Ii 14 iit,v\ 111 tlm Kdoibui 

| C* I** 

4 * m tm-1 


|*V\V filing* hud tit 1 !' 1 / IX * * 1 1 Iillil >«* 1i!U* !i J»!rj, OS 
1'h‘sk ilioks t * * t lo* lb 5 a li If !*t1u* A ! * * 

his doaivst Ilirloi to roiifi’itl and • , h» , **i folio -'.-t, 
ha\ r douhlud lil‘i oft it .Mtnsri'i *»! t'O n o iinli! I 
t'OHSf if Ul loll hud 1 n't'II Jj.ilo it b**!»*. * If* 1 OllOP 1 
and tlo 1 an\onm d*'!it*a* \ of fan * «»o‘u-iro« o tnoi« 
ofifirosstvo and otrr« ImliiuiK In a fWhln «fato 
with asonstluo mind f1 * • « h* d and .h on* d, i .?» 
sot afoot by somo ton mm g*oi«s|»» wa-n mlli* im 
rliiiso him mi! of lif'«o t hi !n« uAmn In Kdmhnt 
21Hh of #1 uly , Soott found him m \ j .d»!o dan -rr; 
t % y i % I* frit<ndshl|» roidd do to moo fm! and nfomil 
nil was tti vain, Lord Kinnoddoi' smmnrd In * »d»* 
hulhuyoar - and wlm tli.it ultdiod Snitf’t jinhl 
mg ihi* thro«* or four urolm 1 h n o L * it «l> nnilon 
HUSpootod f liiit ho ft aa d.uh and nmMh id*- a it* h 
IhhI* t*r ihi’ riiiioolor of mi }*hau *; Nimsn/ all Ifm 

M r{|riiri4f n-» if r*»«*tr<! liirn-St''^ 

Aftgiiidi in i^faiii* ** mtimti-** au-l 14>4%it V 


I am Hot lift am that I o vrr luit him Hi ?mrh 4 111 at 
as ho was wlioii I auoomjumod him and Ini ft mm 

Thomson from Kditihurgh to i}ixvvunt**ir \, 111 aft* 
Lord Ki!!!ioddor*s ftiitmil, Vot that ftas mm o 
days of tho royal fostival* utid h*’ had to |4n?v 
«c*tmo of high painty llio timmotd *fl* ? 

httlUnl in fdiiifte Mr, rmhliidii mild, th* 

ii|itsmmt at tho mdmtow, and Hr«tt on !»■ 

“ How for mdiiit our «4it friotid llioro imi# 4o%%u 
lug tniwci of \m jawir j4ii)rr in tho Lot modi 


1 To litfli* In unit flip tii'Mfi'in?tin t*t lilts iiltflii. 


ftuv one w |j<» bus toner li\ed much among my good country- 

people, f«» r*»ni|iir!mti«l tl».it an idle sUn'X of a love intrigue/a 
h! ot) alike ba'it* ah*I banele^?*, nliiitild In* flic death of ail inno¬ 
cent man «d high chai,i»ir|-» high Million, and well advanced in 


>e.u i, It struck into poor Ki dune's heart and H<ml* however, 
guile a a nueih ;ih an\ mtutlar caluimis e\ er affected a modcHt 
W(»man he w itheied and Hiink. There ia no need that I 


should aay peace hr vufh him ! If e\er a pure spirit quitted 
thin \ ale of fear a if a a* William Krakine’H. I must turn to 


and nee what eau be done ahonf getting some pension for his 

daughter'*/* 


’The K ni)4 
of Align U, 

HUIgll llieeuf 


‘a stay in Sn»iland svas pro!raided until the 2bth 
He then embarked from the Karl of Hope ton ids 
mmi on the Firth of Forth, and Sir Walter had 


the gratification of seeing Ins Majesty, in the moment of de¬ 
parture, confer the honour of knighthood on two of Ids friends 
hoth of whoso, I believe, owed some oldigation in this mat¬ 
ter to Ins good ofliees namely, Captain Adam Fcrgusson, 
depul\ keeper of the Regalia, and Henry Raeburn, It.A,, 
nroperlv selected m the represent at ive of the tine arts in Scot¬ 
land. Tills anuahle man ami excellent artist, however, did not 
long survive the receipt of Ins title, Sir If miry died on the 
Hth of ,Inly IS/d the last work of his pencil having been a 
portrait of Sriitt for Hurd Montagu, 

On the eve of the King’s departure he received a letter from 
M r. Peel* saying: *•The King has commanded me to acquaint 
you that tie cannot hid adieu to Scotland without conveying 
to v*»u individually his warm personal acknowledgments. 
His Majesty well knows how many difficulties have been 
smoothed, and how much has been effected by your unremit¬ 
ting activity, by your knowledge of your countrymen, and by 
the ju.it estimation in which they hold you. The King wishes 
to make you the channel of conveying to the Highland chiefs 
and their followers, who have given to the varied scene which 
we have witnessed so peculinr ami romantic a character, his 
particular thanks for their attendance, and Ids warm approba¬ 
tion of their uniform detriment/’ 

Though Mr, Frithlm found it necessary to leave Scotland 
without seeing Ablmtsford, thin was not the ease with many 
less celebrated friends from the south, who had flocked to the 
Itoynl Festival. Hir Walter’# Ionise was, in Ids own phrase, 
" like it cried fiur,’* during several weeks after the King*® da- 
par in re; amt as Ids mmmm ware then in the highest activity, 
tin* tumult within doors and without was really perplexing. 



fiivnrs It,hi nils 1 ah f. i ; 1 1 t * ,4 h \ < r t ,uui, i n< nr%»\ 

111P h \ tiliil *|i| t’l i I | *f ’.Oil fuM'ii, | 1 » 44 1% Util* It # ' 1 11 ■> ! '# ’ j 

krr|t III** rli iinl*« I l s ‘i noiup 4,m '* 

Sin \s ,m an tiiiunii.il nil !% * t I *. * <4 ! - J Jii 

of ** I hr i‘b i o-»u 4 «I,m n " of Vui-paf A * maiif 
1m*!' ot |H"f m 4ln tt im llllil U'iisr a jMlt Hi Mir rn» n t nj 
Hull flirir rXrrltoun Ii.f4 pu',< a Uoa * * 1 r»* ia< nulo! 

of It »1i * 4li*t ]»onf illlhi’ |***h| l*o»u.4Ut 

11 114 * 1 ' nil ImM.i.ni a, t«* 111 in w u»» ¥i »i. ! * ’'.it* ."4 1 »* i 
tltllflrtn ot I li 1 h 111 *'*« 111 4 a < * i, lli»' i * .i 4 \* .! .i» 4 ** u . 5, i t *» f 

of liiiiimir, To li!»« iii.un nt ! a|> p i .*!i*4r» 

inura I ii.it} a i n il air* w »*t I i u a * o ! , I < * 1 ' * 1 * 

WjiM ton > r i i|sft I** 41 ,|4l !il4 11 V,l . 4 1?4" i » 

In Iih tvt|m *4 f It 0 ! nr» 14 fttu half j»i!y m 

iiliKm.Hlonl IIn*iiiat hrn 1 s* llio v*iii *4 Ikr rVIfj, ir 

|ihiri*il 111 iimhlnmi amt "o toatur A** 

IltttltP»|l ri«**ll ** Uiil li til tilll < #ill* 1 >4 II ,llt 14 tool 

llull nf lira till'll. I'll 14 rrliili'4 f*» it rrftitiii ifigiiu 

rrirbniinl in flip tn*n«ot% *»< !hr Spoilt 

tiiltii , l* tlir litlr of J#t«a W liirli litiil Writ rr: 

Etlftilittrnlt f’mtlr to fin limit sii 17 Ifl Whim s« 
llir King* itCinr In* liiitl it i.fi film % ml Inn on thn* 

of Ilia olit fort mm, lir I;ili$riilPit llir ntipinipp of M* 

that iHVUHluU III illllgtiilgp rnlmti hv* Mu 4“ it ** pooh 

Tlti^rr rtwilPli 11 rorroHjmtnh n* * a$lh ti # offlrrii 
iiiitoftif ofliorw* %i?tli flip t hikr ot 
Mu-sl**r IfPitprii! of flip ih4niuip*% un4 »i 

ilrIViTPil lii*r rmforiif 1014 it w 4/s in a 1 4 -r! -nnl*! 1 
jiliirr wtioft ilio 1 Hikv wnii 1‘rtmr Mini 4144 s» 1 h;n 

A mnro nrritnift jwnttioii wm u wiiHn* i*n«^ m %vtr 

tor rX|irr«fiPtt fr«*liln!n ISI ivlurti I In4tmrr tnr-fl 

t’tnmtrvmHt wnn* liinjnarrl to roiumr with Inin roit 
rorimitly ti«ii« imm* m% limit llrurgn IV Iiiiii*n4f 
wan tht* ri'iitiiriitifiii «4 tlin Cwfnttr4 m rm 

tin* iltiilTOrttonn *af IT!* atiil I * In; ni*4 llit» |ion»^ 
litis* in wltnttp favour thri iiU^nil inmsnfp wmm nt»t!i 
nji|«m,r to liJivn tir«i mlli itiirti otlior in f 1»* 
<if IlMiif friitofiiliiihn Itn U\n munt-umn on tlinr Uli, : 

Eartj in i Iip Inul mnitlii^r alt 40 k i*t iliiion 
to T«rry f in 11 Inttnr ftili nf il»44iln nUmf nlk 
tillliittfifi* ami «tt fort It : — "1 Iniln tint Itrtm I'p 
whortmon tlimktitnii of atnl 11 of 

lag from III# loan of friiurlin Iiiive mnniy«l i»m 


IV\ml will, I smell u! !h«* apoplexy, I propose a good 
rails, hours «*r* air! h»*p«* o util hr a powerful effect, My idea 
1 M, rath huhs. It Scotch archer m t hr Preach king's guard, U'M- 
pntt' Louis X II hi* most pi**i luvsqiir of all times.’ 1 Thin in 
flit* fir.Hf allusion t*» gdinCm 1 m r wan 1 and also the species of 
malady that ultimately prosr< I fatal to Sir Walter Scott. Ho 
never meat lotted to his family I hr symptoms which hr here 
speaks of; hut long hrforr any serious apoplrrtir seizure oc¬ 
curred, it had been suspected by myself, ami h\ ot hers of his 
frit*inIs, that hr had sustained Htiigtit attacks of that nature, a.nd 


ronrruh’d fit riu. The depression of spirits rouhl not., however, 
ha\r hung ovrr him long, Prvrrd was completed, and some 
progress had also hrrn achieved with Quentin Durward, hrforr 
thr \rur reached da close, Nor had hr rrasrd to rontrmplatn 
future iahotir with firmness amt hopefulness. Hr, in October, 
received rutcituble'.H biltn for another unuamrd u work of fic¬ 


tion ; 11 ninl this was the lust nurh work in whirh the great 
hook sidIrr was destined to liavr any concern. The engage¬ 
ment was in fart that redeemed three yearn afterwards hy 

Wot tibfirk. 


Ptivoni of the Peak appeared in January IKIM, Its reeeji- 
tioii was Homewhat colder than that of its three immediate 
predecessors. The rapidity of the Novelist's execution wan 
put to a severe trial, from Inn adoption of ho wide a ran van an 
was presented hv a period of twenty busy years, and filled hy 
so large and multifarious an assemblage of persons, not a few 
of them, as it were, struggling for prominence, Pinella was 
an unfortunate concept i<m; what is good in it is not original, 
and the rest absurd nnd inemlible. Even worse was that con¬ 


descension to tin* practice of vulgar romances, in his treatment 
of flit* trial scenes — scenes usually the very citadels of his 
strength which out rage* 1 every folding of probability ‘with 
those who bud studied the terrible tragedies of the Popish 
Plot, in the authentic records of, perhaps, the most disgrace¬ 
ful ejiorli tii our history. The story m clumsy and perplexed ; 
the entastrontte {another signal exception to his rules) fore- 
neon from the beginning, and yet most inarti tied ally brought 
about. All this is true; and yet might not criticisms of the 
name sort be apples! to half the masterpieces of BhakHpoare ? 
And did any dramatist to my nothing of any other novelist 
— ever produce, in spite of all the surrounding bewilderment 
of the fable, characters more powerfully conceived, or, on the 
whole, more happily portrayed, than those (1 name but a few) 
of tdirtifiiwi, liriilgeuorth, Buckingham, and (Jhifflnch ? * 



8 IvHt’Inn luoiv \ ) , :>i lint} itpooof nnsjf I * <U 

and I lit* k» * |M i Mi \»' rt '.it* 4 “ 

A mmi*? I i><* l»nn mm ' Inn lUot-t »*!’ i h* in'.,. 11* ■- . 

<Iu\ n, Sir \\ *ilf *a. in 1 h* ? u* <* i * 41 ’> «'f fits iiuj*, i i 

t*, t mu* ft»ii!t mis I utiit^lril timrh iii lit* .*! ! * s * 

lltdffil flit* | »h ',1'Hiirr fir nc( ni*'d !» > f ik» l 

t‘ly i 4 11 ! a prttftnMiniia•. nils.• *i“i, \% .i’» uMr m! tfp* m * *•.t i 
lltul rmlaiftlv ft*»! f h** hnat a Tinmthit* fmtuir; »a Im 

jit llilM Jit’fliwl *4 1 1 i ?* r* *!i mu in la,t? *' lu'tnmt and « n*-l»n 

shnultl nitltof h.n «* s mt4» fw’ihayn *•! nmm \*<' *f4»* 

malt* nr fVinali*. law m In,, n«* ii 1 1*^ a nmj*4 ? I n >r 
it wa a nrar ot k 111 t«* an**? h« s t* at m p in him, lim 

Iirivtlit Mil It \\ ,n I *m ■.}»•■* I, a” rn 1 1 l»* 

imii t «Ittii In* th*i ip»l « * i'?i ii ! 11 % 4 mk «,/ih ih 

i i 11 « til him, lluttinrs, om* m* >s in tii.® »uu*n * 1% ' 

mil, nut* of «»nr lin® hI him «tr> ! u> *\s ! am* -m 

t I i!3ii»«*I> . 1*,if ink * nm,o<m * a! 

t'lltlmiriftg Hn»!fi'4t in ** 1 ** 1 ' i /’ *4^** s m ■4 fh i 

t*al white ht*iii| inn al*ovi* llm rtmid !«m.attt 

j4art\ where t he umml n»ir *4 Inn mata <iu • im 
fineflejw*, mill mini* M 11 mh» |««in hn« e- mo •> >44 1 
net* thv f*wtk," A laiigli eitimetl, ami tin* final I s 

ho Withdrew from till* eirrle af’fm a ton »' 

HinttnI that 1 h!| 4mini fell lull? ttliif our j»4m \\\um 

tllld tieofi* \\ hen riilialif * ?« 4, i»nfi h>, i ^,4 Un*r 
Itrrt»HH tilt* ** Itiil *1 tlinn lull ” tu*A» 4 l'U Itiff mm |# 
litukni nmini ivilli a 'Ay mm, ,«i4 ...ml, hrtnrrii 
11 Ay* ay, iny mum iw \swl !%nn A *4 sfm Tr.ik m 
Ih*tt*r u iht* f i - ft In* h, liaii 

fill* lirutiiruis of flip $U*r* Mrimul, mI niitf'.»«* »i« k !i^hn-4 a 
ilitdr jwtrtlv < h*r> |4iania, !hii /V fn\% 4|»j>h»nl 
In III?4 ilyitiff tiny, Knstf w a.a isi lln- f inlm If*mw /Vj 
/ViiA'» or Oht /Vrrril • ■— ut«*t» 1»> ini4 la , hla* a 
hi* took to tlm «i«^inii.ifitiii kiudly li^ «;ia 4%>'l! , 
lii» own fulfill)' anti ym.ii$|,?rr fiimnSti msfiitotiliy lull* 
iiiiibr tlii» Many a huh? imit* luwr i Ii.pI 

(anil jrrftliiibl| tniii /Vfi?r iil?«i|, r«»j»r«*¥i$i 4 * »»r |*rrli^ 
iiging, Tury mbrliiph an*I #iiicfi« 4 4* “Tlissi«% ih limit. * 
ii wan* {wltfijift* iiniip ttiwiifil h*%% aid ^ I 

lion «>f l^v^rit, that i|p| 0 niiiin»il f«t I#rmk mm 

lit® titxi iifivtl; mill im In? hint iiii 1 aim *’4 a I 

1 Mr, it bfteamo flimii of lit# Family «f Aitvnraira In lai^, 

tiy thit til yin iif Irfirii In i»-P ’ Ills ir*i (mmi #l| erem 

anen tu« a \\m wm 111 lilt 


ost In v rithmitg mi lltmlmh Noenerv and history, fry the still 
ladder tnjirnmi’iil «»! ,i r»mtment.d excursion. However this 
inn) have been. he was met *n raged and at rongt honed by the 
ri’litrn id Iih Irnnid Skein*, about this t ime, from a tour in 
Fmitro; in tin* mumr «»f wliiidi he hinl kept an aeeumfe and 
In id) journal, and exemted a v;u*t variety of elever drawings, 
represent mg lumheape . and ancient buddings, such as would 


lm\ e been mod ante tn ittfemd Seal! had In* him tin 1 coin. 
I». 11 s 11 in ♦*! ht* wandering »- M r, Skene's MS, eolleelions worn 
{dart’d at hm dmpuH.d, and In 4 took from one of their chapters 
t hr HidiMtaiin* id t !»»• I id redaction to < v >uentin Ihinvard. 

Yet at ill hr* ddbrult n-* in thin nrw undertaking frequent, 
and id a nott to w Inch hr had hitherto brru a stranger, I 
remember observing hint many t hues in fhr Advocates' Library 
{toting uV v *' maps and gu/et tern with cure and anxiety, 

lit* was ttttirft iitittiMrd with u mark of French admiration 
which reached him mpportumdy enough) in February — one 
nf f Ito few such flint litii works seem to have brought him prior 
to flto jtttlilimtf tint of Quentin Ihirwurd. Ho any8 to (kmstablo, 

- *• A fittttty Frrttrlttttait want8 mo to aooopi Homo champaign 
for a sol of my works, I havo writ ton in answer t.liai an my 
works otmi mo nothing t ooiild not think of putting a valuo 
on them, but that I should apply to you. Send him a not of 
my children and god children {poems and novels), and — if ho 
found, on seeing theta, that they woro worth a dozen flanks of 
champaign* ho ought address tho ease, 11 <&e* 

A compliment. not loan flattering was paid within a fow 
weeks aft or the appearance of Poveril, In tho epistle iut.ro- 
d nr lory of that nmol, flntierlmek iuiiuhoh Hryasdust with 
an account. of n rooont visit front thoir uommun parent ** tho 
Attlltor of Wavorloy/ 1 whoso outward man, ns it was in those 
days, in humorously earicutuml, with a suggestion that ho had 
probably nut to UcofTrcy (’rayon for his •* Stout (kmtleman of 
No, II.; ’* and who is iniido to ajadogiso for tho heartiness with 
winch ho pays his duty to tho viands sot 1 adorn him, by all ag¬ 
ing that ho in in tmining for tho annivorsary of tho Uoxburghe 
A dull i «■—** Ho was preparing himself” (said tho grouious and 
port-ly Khitthm) M to hobnob with tho lords of the literary treas¬ 
ures of Althorjio and Ilodtief in Madeira uogus, browed by tho 
otassioat DiUltii.” dins drollery in faet alluded, riot to the 
Uoxburghe, but to an institution of the same el ass whieh was 
just ut this time springing into life in Kdirdmrgh—the Bannar 
l#/nr (Hnh % of which Hoott was the founder and first president 
This heroes of the Hoxburgho, however, were not to penetrate 
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t .n‘ !H % ^ ifjt 


flii-n |',{I j'i I «<i Hiifm ip'ii thin n^ti »*» 

jii*>1111 ?i n * ** *»n- think** »*J i»ni, <* i* h find 

III It* u! ill ln*!l« ! r ’* I 1 -? 11 I U \% 1 <*t< 

fitI ** I UP i\*' it h *'i >'t M ">■% -i !l to HI 4 its’* 

Vil«M!U'\ til iHlt < I ? H, I 3 41 » 11 ' -i 11 * ■ ! i t* * * WP 

Iii 1Vl* till’ Hoodnio f o d •« fdat l-w 1 knmili 1*» Ill'* X 

\\ \ vriiuw, «Im», ftmn 11n* fjlutftmjf i" lu.n mi mi* i 

l 4 Pr iir» dl «|uittr 4 !o !«'* Mip* i»| lip* lip'tnijM't i t h<‘i» 

lllil Itifllti’l dr Hr *’4 i '* * *i| s n*-ri fin *A nin* J m| » hr n 

lli*il til* 1 :uud \i lii"i; !it i\ Mir. i id to f;,** *i ud 1*. 

Sir \\ .iltrr aim a i*n*4, fltot it*' vomit! find iitmut t for 

111 * ,v i|o f hr “ \ id ii‘»r «»l W .ivnir| , '* ,i44j; *.r ** \ 

.miliiti *i|»|»sMI' Ui«’p l-i 1 hr 11 ip r.i'U n* J *'** Up v*» dr 

tn ml * I Iip I .ild* 1 »4 t h«“ Id* t» u i’ 4 r » bk* 1 that **f Km 
Will huvr a viw’•init rlinif, 1 1 J *J tbi> an* h*o, *«Hto 4 
«w4 iiinl walk* 4 h u*vi nl»h\* hImpM not arymn to 

1 imittn |<» London, ailli |*rimnpoo!i **l i!ip i ’ 1» 
liltvts liililPtI 1 II 14 of ;i»l * > uf ur«* Hi iip% ndlr.p/Mi S | k 1 
Sir Awlrmv Anttwlrnnk, * 4 * 44 *** 4 m # )i i« l«ol n\ 
nil imtittttlfmiUtmd vnrdd* s.itkrr I Inin W«* f 1 

tif it dtiittnr wiili tin* Hovb mdm * did, tako uj*«m urn f I 
iifo of tlui mnjr /m 4 t ,*u 4 r»nt|§ iwstto aninido for j 

f 4 l»I 4 ltl|ril« into wlu* li l)|P nr* ! tdldo « ll IrUj'Pm ft ,n d?4N 

Iwdli^ hiii hn*um foinvoi- of# *;-t din.m *m ^l**«oI ,in ^«ooi:inn 
I dull family iiPopfUrsI flip, olfd’r, 4 *i 4 <<n tn«n ^u, m 

S»M'r«*t-ury ; “ Mad Tom !<d! $ n h ? dit * 4 d* Idinr^ *4 

in a Irniiiii L 1 nipt thin myitmtowi \wfmn%i%i%p ; . 
jiarfakt* m 111111*11 <if tin* lioiiiitifalil« f«o*I«na, lir* 

mt<k rHutfiftid lu * tim \n %my*\ 4 m 

1111 tumour whirl* I vaLm lit mi t 4 o lliif wlimit 
liPitiiwml «iti inn by itm vrmhi *4 tmatut iiniimi » 

iittv!%b,^ — tsi In* wa) «tf laktiHf l«»lb llm LrnsmSmia 
tirs* anil lliiw of tli« Hontiuia!tint 'i f Wf tm»I«sit 1 
tlini titn tinwli Inttl l»i|ii«i l<» b« worn fiiftmr riindn 

Walter, ii limy tt« wortli rirniit 1*1111114, w, ( yi abn nlt«nl 

idirtnil a iimiiilnm iif “Tifff r*.i**» ** — that fiinifiii* < 


iiilwtl by .Ititmmm, Hfirk»% miwl Mt*rw»v«i 

liaisn itticfiwi, cm tlm ilwtllt «f ilw iiifii|iiiirf hyncmn* 

ciff Jh fwiftttt lliniortf t.-ic tin* ^ iitiair 

.k m x r 


ternit ies. A parttoular dinner of tho Uoynl Academy, at all 
m rhf •*. m remrdod with some pint unsstpie details in his essay 
on llii* !th* *'t K«• in 1 tli*» who ..at m*\{ h* him upon that, occasion. 

The n.tunatuir i'luh u.r. a child of his own, and from first 
to la it In* lo»<U a uo< I tat horU concern in all its proceedings. 
Iln. jirarl i* al .on o delated a direct ion of t heir funds different 
jr* «m what had born ;n i *»j *1 ed In t ho Knxhurghe. Their < Huh 
*,• ah «*ad\ eon dilute a \ »*r\ curious and valnahh* library 
{ 1 1 Sot»t1 1 h hi .ton and ant spotma : thoir example wan soon 
follow od with no! tnfortor miov,. . l»y t ho Maitland (lub of 
i t lavnnv, of whnh too Sir Walt or was a zealous associate; by 
t ho Spalding < luh ot \bordoon and si non. his death hy a 
{on! tin founded at Kdtuburdi in Ins honour, and styled 7 Ym 
,(/,/« mm md t /*d» w liit'li la .t ha-, taken a still wider range — 
tioi ooittiiiiH f llioir j*i nitim; to wurka oouneeted with Scotland, 
but admitting all matei ml * that eau throw light on the ancient 
|u , 1 ,iiw or litoraluro of any eoiiut r\, doseribed or handled by 
the \iilh**r of W.noi le\. 

\t tho moot Hi’.' » of tho Haimatuio he presided from lH2b to 
IH.'II ; and in I ho chair on thou* unuh eraary dinners, surrounded 
f»y ’ioinr i d hi-* old* d and ih aro *t friends Thomas Thomson 
\ io*' J'lo-mlotii *, John t ‘lot k chord Kill in n tin' (’hiefd 'mm 
mi’, n*m r \ii.i hi, loo f bio! I*aion Shepherd* laud *letltey, Mi* 
I \ <n d able and hi mo n»*t forget hi a kind, intelligent, ami 
njipj fiiMim aUv, Mi l Mud KumT bookseller, the Secretary 
m || s o rlnb bo fsoin Ihm t lino forward was the unfailing 
aosir, o and »••’.itjo of alt -tort i of mer numut, ** wit Inn the mints 
of 1 *. * ..mm » multi ” t M tie* onetn and early progress of tInnr 
in*4 lift! n »n, I In* irador has a hill aeeount in his reviewti.1 of 
rito.iun'-. hi inisn.il fnabm and the lust edition of his Poems 
includes that r^orlh'iit song ootiipi*s«»d for their first dinner-— 
on M a oh p, t sp.'S and fliou ourf In flames Iktllantyne, and 
ho.utih e!*Mru '.od In all the aforesaid dignitaries: ~ 


i a 


Af-vti'ii! lii**, VO flir|nl.:i of «*Id hook* lllld **id Wiftf*, 
'{i> in tli#* jttao»rn >4 Itjiutmtyne, 

Wto Ir'lf s4 ItriVMltV of "ill ,So««uUh lore. 


All maiden r.H‘1* aie- l*» piliil ou»’ Volume tiu»re, 

tifir o.him. niMir, 1 HV filriiih v»*tume num, 

Writ f.uis 4 **fe »*M Ifaiiiiy for uuc* votunte iiiiiie, 




Various priasiigea tn Seot ihi oorrenpomleuee have mulled to 

n»v '»>)■ tli>* w.tn.li-r wiiii which tin* himitlH 1 h‘«1 iu*- 

tt.Hi ll». cst.i.l O bin UHtiitl iniKWimuitH ol.Horvwl, 

t n„w i,ii<t;u..ui !.. il..< Striud t.Uirary, Killu., aud LL.U. —1871. 
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«‘f ,1 -a 1 .Ml i,|t 1 * *! 1 -•* 1 .11 ''!;!<* » ) * < -h f l‘t,H 

I r.itjlinf ii< 'iii *1 f h .! \a > » * '3i • S u« ! «1*5* • i* I* J)f Ml 

;iii« i >va in,iii.i;? I *4 tin’ jh * g u P i-ter 

VINll, llld ll 11141U ill lllii in tte l 111 r h* 

In* Ifiitl i« a eii t In m\ it mil* *■>»!»?.i» ? w iHi m.im m| f Km ji 

of III? te'Ilort ri!l/«'!c*, « li* * Imi4 |*i *' -i imu n % i»» « n ,n 

tiaumr flit*ir nnfoac* *4 hn - e. h h ^-jurihun: *4 fii** 

|lo|ll H'N ; iill«I t hry Im I •«» '<! 4] ]4 ' I.iImsI Ii:*j IHfLisH 

IIIII4f all have hait almid.mt **|*|*»*rf nm! i«*h *4 *«tesf*i v 

Willi \lllirli ill IlHIiiMiii i *i! *" rjii*rii*i« rr-I, Im tte* ill 
fill |‘« v i|IH II 4 *’t 1 i I < I I . r J 1 ‘s f s I«'I I» »i ll« H’«l 1 I 4 inl.il « *|U 4 ,l;i 

cniicla* *\ ttllliMiil )ia*in^ n* »t n«* « 4 h« a i.il 

weight of rd r* >n\r\ ami inf «4h*H, w ii H ?d* r, 

liioilrnilmu <4 a hnne ■ < j > u ? t, ami I h*- i micth ,it % 

lllllilliial court cw\, 1*11 . nt I ! • n, >< i , d* n % lili 

nhnillk frolll f hr iiVrS'-ilWSIig o*t<l I 4/4 *4 Inn in*der; 
the iif rirtl It! t H |mm ► i is » ,i,:i dtatiod iiinl 

t»*I10Iltlt flip charitable iltglilf % of liln |»«*nrl fill |Mli II 

fretful fiOMH, iitt*l J»J>Ie*'lt t*Ai llin inrUns 1 1 .Ooteoteii 1 

utttto#|»lici'ti of t*rst»i% team .or, aid g* 

Anil whoever might 1**’ aj»t u* |>b*.d oil »$>«■ 

tlllfj of any will, SenII hid fihirt iwi u *41 

ntilllillllttl* wlfCft litVft id ft* lako |* ifi hi mn hn urn* 
with Ii rilfiolllll ho|*o of |inMn* tph *iul. 4 g«* 1 In\f 4 J’ lli 

lik« # f hti **n *4 mm**' isov «- *4 ^ * i?. \ ■ 

oagot* njisntu %% li»* ron t»h*o *4 lli«' 11 * 0,0 h < ,vii . 
local ftsimii amt iniiii , 4 «*r *4 |na* 4 tr.u sns*44!oam a 
cal im|irnvcmctttH; iiipI lliri h^unl it io» Son.I jf ? ci 
Uicir genial chid w ith a tvaint t»)inj«athv in n**\ 4 
then jihaltiiniitiiitf ji|»*‘rnh4ioiiH It* %%m trntimt, 1 
to {4in*p tiiliwdf ill the Itnnl %4 n it or rinii|iiiity I* 
the nmotiffwiure of ini ga,w Hint in Ihn mI i la i 

In ofllcint.# rpgiiliirly tn that cajmejiy, ifilirr 
like kind rnllcit for tn*» nmtifrnanr^, aid twoi* 
fame of liw realty /cal aid tiao|*v *leiiiciiiniiir 
ami from tliii time, until l«4tlv u4ifiiiiti« f n «li«iS* 
Walter €ieini|*iet}» m tlm tnosii nwuS, iicccj*i4il»ti% an 
clmirtiiaii of jinhlic mcctmg^ of ;ilin«.»«l cv«'ry w*rt 
jMiiiticii a very jirntiiiiioiit |?lnrr mmm : ^’lar 

fill native town. Any foreign 4wUmi *4 
hnvo imjit«anat to ttmift« tfp^ lihw of mi K4inhnrgl 
for the |a?rt«l hi wtiieti I nlln4*% w*mb\, I think* Ion 
that thorn mmi ho at htani taw Sir M hS!< r i 


one th<* miraculously fertile author whose works occupied 
two t births of it h literary advert isements and critical columns — 
another Home retirotI magistrate or senator of easy fortune and 
indefatigable pbilaift hmj»y t who devoted the rather oppressive 
leisure of an honourable old age to the promotion of patriotic 
ameliorations, the watchful guardianship of charities, and the 
ardent patronage of educational imstitutions. 

The reader of his correspondence will find hints about various 


little matters connected with Scott's own advancing edifice, in 
which he may trace the President of the Royal Society and 
the Chairman of the this Company. But 1 cannot say that the 
M century <»f inventions ** at Abbotsford turned out very happily. 
His hells to move by compression of air in a piston proved 
a poor Hitccedaucum for tin* simple wire; and his application 
of gasdiglit to the interior of a dwelling-house was in fact 
attended with ho many inconveniences, that erelong all his fam¬ 
ily heartily wished it. had never been thought of. Moreover, lie 
had deceived himrndf aw to the expense of such an apparatus 
when constructed and maintained for the use of a single do¬ 
mestic esiiihlislinieiit, The effect of the apparatus warn at first 
superb. In sitting down to table, in Autumn, no one observed 
that in each of three chandeliers there lurked a tiny head 
of red light. I tinner passed off, and the sun went down, and 
suddenly, at the turning of a screw, the room was tilled with a 
gusli of splendour worthy of the palace of Aladdin; hut, as in 
the ease of Aladdin, the old lamp would have been better in 
the upshot, tlewetry sparkled, hut cheeks and lips looked 
cold and wan in this fierce illumination; and the eye was 
wearied, and the brow ached, if the sitting was at all pro¬ 
tracted, I confess, however, that my chief enmity to the 
whole affair urines from my conviction that Bir Walter’s own 
health was damaged, in his latter years, in consequence of his 
habitually working at night under the intense and burning 
glare of a broad star of gas. 


In June Quentin Durward was published; and surpassing 
as its jaipularity was eventually, Constable, who was in London 
at the time, wrote in cold terms of its immediate recaption. 
Very shortly Imforo the iKKikseller left Edinburgh for that 
trip, lie had concluded another bargain (his last of the sort) for 
ttics purcdiasfi of WavorUiy copyrights — acquiring the author’s 
property in The Pirate, Nigel, Pevtml, and also Quentin Dur¬ 
ward, out and out, at the price of five thousand guineas, lie 
had thus paid for the copyright of novels (over and above the 
half profits of the early separate editions) the sum of L.22,500; 
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t*it|if nirf iiuj t*u ;«jh n.« ; < u •** > » * U* f t < * ■»*’ a! i» 

fur wri'i' tt I if t**i* m 1 ' 4 u I* »? a]4 *** u . ? * k > * «■ 
II liiosiiiiit flu 4 HU'ijsii not lli.il !m had f »<*<ui ful- a 
of n>fttnim«'» and n|*«md thr h* h«nuo »*l a m*u 

fiiljrt’lnlil 111 1 ho fa m of dtah , fa *a\:« ' 

I MWHtwwd afiijilo III turn ruriuna hhrar' 

fill liuluf u ( kflitilahSo had U I o?Ip to » -a ..,4a. f «! 

till lift t|ni4ilifi 1 hn wau\> Im-iu 1 «-si 

prutomd ft, had riiiMr^ial ml*i inu-it f«ivtd 

Illg hfi*. Ill l* ! I< t» tli** ,%rii»af »«*!» II li It" it I In a iit»ii 

ft|if*mriiiir« umtfud in Ikoin tvan mlfotiirh «n 

wliirli iitt<*udf*d tho Mfiffiial \\ a% * i h r y mi I 'A 

Iviiifliiip fiCtofwitrd't in !«mtd<*it. Jmr lli * 1 tir m| 11 
vwittirwl on f'«*f**4?u iP'Miisiil, mid ilin lamp \% fmWtr 

Ilf tiff* j»f.iIII|il*l|.i I lMPP#Il.lli ‘4 iltt*ifrr| 4 r r*. 9 i , 

litrivuii in I*riiiff mil tin* mirj#atf hu 4 *u * am! i uai 

country in popular fining, uor«‘ fp-t/«*4 unli a fm 
when lamiH XI. ami I hutUm ||i« If 44 ni.u l «*4 up 
tlm lurk «*f liu f Nnrtlmrit Tim 

Ihirwiiriit m rmpndo flip tiottfompoiat v hfaat an 
fi tmtifi would «j|*P!i it field for iimph* dupn^tMts, 
tJiii author hnntmlf, the ray# of fmmtm utitlims 
thawed the frimi of I** 4 m?ahh’ r !t tittibottfed mu 
Dinlcifttnw mi if In* *»*or l*<4ui ftm 

mum drooped, mid tin* Novclial hm pmt, 

miuk muter tin* idiortdived frown fur lm wrote t 
till flrif ttMHirlJtiitiiig Ifiiil ii ciiitiiji wan thrown «§ In 

# * The mntta* win* only tntut* t« on* x*** !»« 

C s »ii fmittr l>« a mS mml ; “ 


Mid* whilti lib jiiftilwlmr y «4 «..p»iiiiiii:ii 
of BWofn#i f flirtiw nlf III* mmlkmt Ei«it on it« 


Kneyel»»|»;edm !inlaunira; and I cannot, hut. consider it as 
another diKplax of lu.s high M‘lt* reliaure, that, though he well 
knew to what inlhieuee < % »iientui owed its ultimate huccchh in 
the l»isfi,di iiuikef, in*, tin* i n.«juni. 1m found 1b nisei 1 encouraged 
to take iij* <lie trade of stun felling again, sprang hack to Scot¬ 
land nav, \oluiilardv encountered new difliculf ins, by select- 
tin* coiiifuiats\i*l x fame ami uupirt uresque realities of 
modern manner i in Ins native province. 

A eon versa! mi, w hb'h miteii int created me at the time, had, 
I faiie\, aoiiio .share at least in this determination. As he! 
laiidlavv, and n\\ :«*||, were lounging on our ponies, one line calm 
afternoon, abase the brmv ol the Kildon Ifit) where it overhangs 
i\|elt ose, he nieiittoned to us gaily the mm, as he called it, that 
was going on tn Pares about Quentin Hurwurd, and said, u I 
eiiti t hut think that I could make better play still with some- 
thing <*er timii/’ Haidlnw grumbled at this, and said, like a 

true Sent chiMuin 14 Nu, na, mr . take my word for it, you are 

always bent, like Helen MucUrcgor, when your foot is on your 
native heath; and I ha\e often thought thut if yon were to 
write a novel, ami lay the scene hew in the very year yon wore 
writing it, ><m would exceed yourself." - • "Hume's hame,” 
<iuoth Scott, smiling, 11 be it ever sac Imiuely, There's soma- 
thing in what von say, Willie, What suppose I were to take 
< ’aptain < ‘hit f erhurk for a hero, and never let the* story step a 
yard beyond the village below us yonderV "—"The veVy thing 
I want,** saya l.aullaw ; M stick to Melrose in duly 18&V*—- 
14 Well, iipon iii) word,” hi* answered, ** the held would bci quite 

wide enough and a 7m/ jht wo/"- .(This pet phrase of Meg 

U«*d« was a Home fun followed about the differ¬ 

ent real persons in the village that might he introduced with 
comical effect ; bill §w Laidlaw amt I talked and laughed over 
our worthy neighbours, his air Imeume graver and graver; and 
he at length said, M Ay, ay, if one could look into the heart of 
that little cluster of cottages, no fear hut you would find mate¬ 
rials enow fur tragedy m well im comedy. I undertake to say 
tlrnre is some real romance at this moment going on down 
there, that, if it eon Id have justice done to it, would ho well 
worth nil the fiction Hint was ever spun out of human brains. H 
He then told tin a tale of dark domestic guilt which had re¬ 
cently come under Ids notice m Sheriff, and of which the 
scene whs tint. Melrose, hut a smaller hamlet, on the other side 
of the Tweed, full in our view'; but the details were not of a 
hi t«f dwtdt u{Km anything morn dreadful win never 
and he told it so an to produce on us who 



listened all the effect of another Hall of Justice. It could never 
have entered into his head to elaborate such a tale; but both 
Laidlaw and I used to think that this talk suggested St. Ronan’s 
Well — though my good friend was by no means disposed to 
accept that as payment in full of his demand, and from time to 
time afterwards, would give the Sheriff a little poking about 
“ Melrose in July.” 

Before Sir Walter settled to the new novel, he received 
♦Ioanna Baillie’s long-promised Collection of Poetical Miscel¬ 
lanies, in which appeared his dramatic sketch of Macduff’s 
Cross. When Halidon Hill first came forth, there were not 
wanting reviewers who hailed it in a style of rapture, such as 
might have been expected had it been a Macbeth. But this 
folly soon sunk; and I only mention it as an instance of the 
extent to which reputation bewilders and confounds even per¬ 
sons who have good brains enough when they find it convenient 
to exercise them. The second attempt of the class produced 
no sensation whatever at the time; and both would have been 
long since forgotten, but that they came from Scott’s pen. 
They both contain some fine passages — Halidon Hill has, 
indeed, several grand ones. But, on the whole, they always 
seemed to me unworthy of Sir Walter; and, now that I have 
read his admirable letters on dramatic composition to Allan 
Cunningham, it appears doubly hard to account for the rash¬ 
ness with which he committed himself in even such slender at¬ 
tempts on a species of composition, of which, in his cool hour, 
he so fully appreciated the difficult demands. Nevertheless, I 
am very far from agreeing with those critics who have gravely 
talked of Halidon Hill and Macduff’s Cross, and the still more 
unfortunate Doom of Devorgoil, as proving that Sir Walter 
could not have succeeded in the drama, either serious or comic. 
It would be as fair to conclude, from the abortive fragment of 
the Vampyre, that Lord Byron could not have written a good 
novel or romance in prose. Scott threw off these things cur- 
rente calamo; he never gave himself time to consider before¬ 
hand what could be made of their materials, nor bestowed a 
moment on correcting them ; and neither when they were new, 
nor even after, did he seem to attach the slightest importance 

"to fell 01X1 

The month of August 1823 was one of the happiest in Scott’s 
life. Never did I see a brighter day at Abbotsford than that 
on which Miss Edgeworth first arrived there—never can I for¬ 
get her look and accent when she was received by him at his 
archway, and exclaimed, “Everything about you is exactly 



what one ought, to have had wit, enough to dream! 1 ’ The 
weather wan beaut iful, and the edition, and its appurtenances, 
were all hut complete; and day after day, ho long ns she could 
remain, her hunt had always some new’ plan of gaiety. One 
day then' was fishing on the <'auldshield’s Loch, and a dinner 
on the heathy hank. Another, the whole party feasted by Sir 
Thomas the Rhymer's waterfall in the glen —and the stone on 
whirl* Maria that day nat was ever afterwards called E<Uj<>- 
wnrth'x Sitwt\ A third day wo had to go further afield. ilo 
must needs shew her, not, Newark only, but all the upper 
Hennery of the Yarrow, where u fair hangs the apple frao the 
roek, n and the husk ids were unpaeked about sunset, beside 
the ruined (Tape! overlooking St. Mary’s Loch — and he had 
scrambled to gather blue bells and heath-dowers, with whieh all 
the young ladies must twine their hair, —and they sang, and 
he muted, until if was time to go home* beneath the softest of 
harvest moons. Thus a fortnight was passed — and tin* vision 
closed; for Miss Kdge worth never saw Abbotsford again during 
his life; and 1 am very sure she could never bear to look upon 
it now that the spirit is tied. 

Another welcome guest of the same month was Mr. Adolphus 
— the author of the betters to Heber; whose reminiscences of 
this and several subsequent visits are singularly vivid and 
interesting. He says: — u The circumstances under whieh I 
presented myself were peculiar, as the only eaimo of my being 
under his roof was one whieh could not without awkwardness 
be alluded U*, while a strict reserve existed on the subject of 
the Waverley novels. This, however, did not create any embar¬ 
rassment; and lu* entered into conversation as if anything that 
might have been said with reference to the origin of our 
acquaintance had been said an hour before. I never saw a man 
who, in his intercourse with all persons, was so pm*feed a mas¬ 
ter of courtesy. His manners were so plain and natural,. and 
Ida kindness took such immediate possession of the feelings, 
that this excellence in Inin might for a while pass almost unob¬ 
served, 1 cannot pay a higher testimony to it than by owning 
that I first fully appreciated it from his behaviour to others. 
His air and aspect, at the moment of a first introduction, were 
jdaedd, modest, and, for his time of life*, venerable. Occasion¬ 
ally, where he stood a little cm ceremony, he threw into his 
iiftdress a deferential tone, whieh had in it something of old- 
fashioned politeness, and became him extremely well 

a A point of hosuitaUty in which Sir Walter Scott never 
failed, whatever mignt bn the pretensions of the guest, was to 
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Ins iiwii Moivs, if h» had 1 horn* 41.a 1 1 a 14 o l m is 4 ho phii'rv-isil 
hitiirn‘lf offrn um to a ittriuhrr «»f hr. mwji Miri , and 4 >i» «-d 

hi* sroiitotl ulvuiV h fit ha \ o »i ?ivtJ jdr.m ,i«’ Hi «i!ut.u f 1 * *ih ! 11 1 
own r Xfirttritro |||4 mi a*U uoato Itfid .4 hi 4 m!r 1 1 

M If would* 1 fhllik* hr r\! tviip'H Hilt?* uH t *» ; rr' ,1 jiih! 0I04 
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foot tutiH f nrn.H* \i hirli an 1 w* oa-?aH * 40 /hi up moi * s ?i* r in«d, 

worn nut nnfiirnl It* lisiii ; fhmn'h Iu* m ramHiaJly * % a 

l!$oiii?lif vorv pithily and iiruttv. F*»r v%mn\*U\ ho §uirr §tr 
Hun hod flip iiiiiout \\ ollilsgtotm ?U 1 h* «>f 4 rlinliii|f »n * slinnii 
tlio iirgititiPtif iiit«* fw<* nr llirro |inrl-i» it ml 11^ htm.trlf to 
flit* hortf,” Hiif lilt* irr«*nl rliami nf his «talk 1 warn m flip 
lilltl ubmahm 11 if It 11 lilt'll if ilitmoih --- Vb $*. 1 un% 

nvor, gifitlml i*y gm«l nn\m initl fimfo; fho t%,nfn mh * t oul *4 

nlcKjuimtm witli whirl* hr r ntfhot* .mnrsrrii fhan 
npioimiH; inn 1 flip livrliitrBrt iiinl ftun* r.sih wUuh | v »- r,,u1 4 S»*»f 
amt iliwrik'«i: ntnl all I lint ho .Hpoho *h n *. »h| hi o. r< h oi Hh 
i»f|p 4 *t from htth'fhmhh* lohrilof muntn-i^ h»>U, .or! o.nr 

lliot HntiiPf i’luiii f ho * h«*n o of j,y*|i4.il tnH r. hm >t * ,r.t 

wiinlii that a iiioilonitrly f'aillifiil Ii.uj t.p > ! Inn .nm 
Wiillhl hv hilt li flllllf ItlillgP of Ins ritini trU^si \a 
mm who ling firm him ran fhr Miipurr,’ |« 4 %'ri uf 

rliiitigr whirh his roujitruajirr r 4 i*nvo*I w hrn *wakon***! finin n 
t»f irtiiiif»«*i 4 iinr In !H***t t 1 »im fiin% ulnrli wm lio.illlr, niiil 
tffiftKthitm Htnl fti«* Inn r al«*nt it* whirh hail a sit Mir u hiMh 
ttiigr* rmitrimtrd rathrr than iiariiit»iiiM 4 with fh» nir« 4 ( i * # 
liK*k« lilitivr; n ritiilriiiit iifnrlt msulit m-rm nithin Mnfr 4 !<» 4 
jovial iiinl tiutuormtH ilniii tit si pat hot ir *n f ioi im 

foiitairort woro wjnsilly rnfuililn of Imtlt, llto luttn iisi»i lr*H of 
hm OVWt {for Itir hriirfSf of mirnito I*hv n|MfOn*Ioint * It sSooihi ho 
liofcoil tlnii tlio irirt ritiitiiiiinl boiiio ransill sja» k?» of )h^%% n \ % hid 
womlurfully nilriiliit-ml fur ulnnutiic nrrsit %'ariolion i4 otnotion, 
Tltotr mount fill ttB|n*<*i m # i« mctriunoly miruoBt an«l atfrrt tsm! i 
Citti! wlunt Ito told twiftii® fitiittutl snni »tory, flir-y had 

II doubtful, tfiolsutrliolv. «*yjilorin,: htok, whtrli s 4 |i|hm 1 i ’4 tnr 
sifdtbly to tlm liimrur^ tttiii^iniiliiiii, Urriynnnuliy, mlmm he 


spoke of some! lung very audacious or eccentric, they would 
dilate and light tip with a tragi conde, hare-brained expression, 
iftitio peculiar to himself; one might son in it. a whole chapter 
of ( b ur dr Linn and t ho < Merit of (’opmanhurst. Never, per¬ 
haps, did a man go through all tho gradations of laugh tor 
with .Hindi complete enjoyment, and a countenance ho radiant. 
The first daw n of a humorous thought, would show itsolf some¬ 
times, im ho nat silent, by an involuntary lengthening of tho 
upper lip, followed by a shy sidelong glance at his neighbours, 
umescim’thly whimsical, and rooming to ask from their looks 
wind her the spark of drollery should he suppressed or allowed 
to bla/.e out. In the full tide of mirth he did indeed ‘ laugh 
the heart’s laugh/ like Walpole, hut it was not boisterous and 
overpowering, nor did it. eheek the eourse of his words; lie 
eonld go on telling or descanting, while his lungs did 4 crow 
like ehuntieleer/ Ids syllables, in the struggle, growing more 
emphat ie, Ids ueeent more strongly Bcoteh, and his voice plain- 
live with excess of merriment. 

"The habits of life at Abbotsford, when I first saw it, ran in 
the same easy, rational, anti pleasant eourse which l believe 
they always afterwards took; though the family was at this 
time rather straitened in its arrangements, oh some of the prin- 
eipnt rooms were not finished. After breakfast Sir ’Walter 
took Ids short interval of study in the light and elegant, little 
room afterwards culled Miss Beott/s. That which ho occupied 
when Abbotsford was complete, though more convenient in 
some material respects, seemed to me the least cheerful 1 and 
Unmt private in the house, It had, however,a recommendation 
which perhaps lie was very sensible of, that as ho sat at his 
writing-table, In* cmdd look out at his young trees. A,bout one 
o'clock he walked or rode, generally with some of his visitors. 
At this period, he used to lie a good deal on horseback, and a 
pleasant sight it was to see the gallant old gentleman, in his 
stmt-skin cap and short green jacket, lounging along a field-side 
on his inure, Sibyl Urey, and pausing now and then to talk, 
with a serioeoude look, to a labouring man or woman, and re¬ 
joice them with some mmint saying in brood Bcoteh. ^ The 
dinner hour was early; the sitting after dinner was hospitably 
but not diinioderaiefy prolonged; and the whole family party 
(for such it always seemed, even if there were several visitors) 
then nod again for a short evening, which was passed in conver¬ 
sation and music. 1 mini heard Bit* Walter say, that he believed 
there was a ‘ pair 1 of cards (such was his antiquated ex pres- 

* ft ti, however, i he only MiUiuu-roniu In die house that looks $ou(,hW(tvd, 


Mum) sotimwhftv in tin* Innon* I*ul ptmkih! v fimrp in no fr;i#Ii- 

tion i»f lltrsr h.i\iugr\»T Im*«*u itmM, Tin* <ii.iv\ tug r**otn ;mmI 
library (uufuriMNlmd at fli« % tilin' *4 my fir>f \ t *tt inpm***! into 
pjudi otimr, and fnrmrd a U'nnhtul »'a*mn; afutl mmt Ify 
nvnrv on** \\ 1 it» liHH \lHlfnl at \ hhot o I«< r* I f tiny inn if I hi' iiam * 
t’iafnl wit h hodm 4 of tin* iuohI d*di;?hf in! rrrtdlnrtu»?m *«f tins hIn, 
Hir Walter liatniiud it * tin* norm* *4 In * d.mght»*f ‘a wlmdi w ,im 
fill rongunm! to Ida own tnd«\ with *i m-s**i fading mtllin mi.niii 
lit* folluwrd tin* Jim* old w hmh Mm Inn'khart *.iug f»# 

ht»r harp with Inn tuutd, r\and lip'», it mimti,: in 

an art of ridtgion. T»»*»ihrr inmar.il pn l*n ih.iip'#* ♦ hr mi.?§ a 
dutiful, anti offrtl a plr.ispd !mtt«n**r; but 1 I*dt«*t r In* r:ir«*ti 
lilth* for turn* uui.Hir fIn* u«»trs f .nbd to rhunu Iniu if th«* v 
Worn lit 4 t’onmvtrd ntthgood \% ord'», *0' tfiifiirduifrl v a.Ha<«rtut«*d 
with aoim* history <*r ntmm: unruf, upon « lit«*ti In » ifitugtmi 

iii hi tumid fa^trn. A similar **to»«rvntum might, 1 idumtd run 
tn*ivt% apply tu Inn fetdistg of other arts, I tit* lit it wiimil*«r 
any phToru or print iti A ht iota ford wliirli wiw reiimrkahb 
mmdy tut a work of rolotir or tlpfogti. All* I llimit, milter rrp 
roams tod hirttorto&l, rotsmtitie, or rndtjerta, or related 

to pwwitw, {damn nr mrmmmtmwm in wlinh In* t*«*k an tutor 
fist* Kvmi in aitdiitwture, bin tiinto IumI tin* I mm , »ifitt*»#ii 

every atoms of Ids lion an Iww mi iillmnon or suggested a .nmstt 
tunni, 

ft nowitod at IIrat ft tilth* i»l nitons in a smii* where .««# 
many thing# drought to mind tIn* \\.iv<*rley mo»d•*, to hoar 
no dirert mention of them, or even ulitrnou In tlimr etintotteo. 
lint art torbeamnrn on fins hmid iv.w a title on » hu h a < tun 

pinto tar it tinders!,finding ,mton 4* *1, tlimm witu i««> riiidiirniii^ 

intuit or upjmarunn* i»f mystery t*n tin* Unro «*r t wi«'«* 

I havn ln*ard a mianil rrforriiro isnnliu m Sir Wallin \ pron¬ 
ouns to muno tojtir in flip ftovtdrt i no wirprifio nr iijt|ipiirmnrp 
of tlirtplniwurn followml* hut tin* ntytv«*rimfion* *«» far na it 
tundnil that way, diotl n natuml tlmilli, it luw, I 
happomal that la* liitiwidf tum luma tuinglif minw mm «»n tli«» 
forhitldtm gronsid; I hnvo Ii«»iiril il t»4*l ly » vi*ry arum 
oh«i%rvnr f not now living, flint, <tii Inn riiiiisng oiirn to Ahl»4iv. 
ford, lifter till' pfihltrnftitft of Tlir Ihralis Htr Wwllrr sotkod 
liini* 1 Widl, and how in mir frirnid Koinldo? glorious Joint!* 
and than, rmdlooting, of vtmrm\ flint ho wn.« la 1 king of < laud 
Hitioro, fia iditrki | il liiiiwidf* and oniilit not fur mmw iiimiiPiitu 
ruoovnr from tint falnn rttop, Hint n limit l*ooti ovnr m» {trout* 
to mdirtoroticm on iiioli Htth^tadH, it would have tawn itiij«ir«Iini- 
abb to kitrny it towards Hir Waltor Hrntt, who (tawnU* all liw 


other claims to respect and affection) was himself cautious, 
oven to nicety, of hazarding an inquiry or remark which might 
appear to be an intrusion upon the affairs of those with whom 
lie conversed. It may be observed, too, that the publications 
of the day were by no means the staple of conversation at 
-Abbotsford, though they had their turn; and with respect to 
His own works, Sir Walter did not often talk even of those 
■which were avowed. If he ever indulged in anything like 
egotism, he loved better to speak of what he had done and 
seen than of what he had written. 

“After all, there is perhaps hardly a secret in the world 
"which has not its safety-valve. Though Sir Walter abstained 
strictly from any mention of the Waverley novels, he did not 
scruple to talk, and that with great zest, of the plays which 
liad been founded upon some of them, and the characters, as 
there represented. Soon after our first meeting, he described 
to me, with his usual dramatic power, the deathbed scene of 
* the original Dandie Dinmont; * of course referring, ostensibly 
at least, to the opera of Guy Mannering. He dwelt with 
extreme delight upon Mackay’s performances of the Bailie 
and Dominie Sampson, and appeared to taste them with all 
the fresh and disinterested enjoyment of a common spectator. 
I do not know a more interesting circumstance in the history 
of the Waverley novels, than the pleasure which their illus-' 
trious author thus received, as it were at the rebound, from 
those creations of his own mind which had so largely increased 
the enjoyments of all the civilised world. 

“In one instance only did he, in my presence, say or do 
anything which seemed to have an intentional reference to 
the novels themselves, while they were yet unacknowledged. 
On the last day of my visit in 1823, I rode out with Sir 
Walter and his friend Mr. Rose, who was then his guest and 
frequent companion in these short rambles. Sir Walter led 
us a little way down the left bank of the Tweed, and then into 
the moors by a track called the Girth Road, along which, he 
told us, the pilgrims from that side of the river used to come 
to Melrose. We traced upward, at a distance, the course of 
the little stream called the Elland. When we had ridden a 
little time on the moors, he said to me rather pointedly, ‘I am 
going to shew you something that I think will interest you; ; 
and presently, in a wild corner of the hills, he halted us at 
a place where stood three small ancient towers or castellated 
houses, in ruins, at short distances from each other. It was 
plain, upon the slightest consideration of the topography, that 



4 4 


Tilt* Mmiu- f n \ \\ Ini*’ U «* 11 ** .* 1. *' i i ,i! 1 i,: -4 ! u » i : 

it* Sir Waller that t 1m s i*' a. iiat Hnm-» « 

tin* rtliiiivH,* * \ *" 4 / 1m ini.!.*!»* i'*■»4 t *■>; ’»» * I 

am manv : 4 i»rtf\H nl«nif tlmm 


* 1 * , I 1 I S * I 

I *, -t ? * : :■ 5 j 

..i \ ! 4 * ! P 


K\ vv\ fru iul pf Sir \\ 

all 

»‘i -i 

^ | 

ni t 

J «.lf * PU 

! t 

: i! n 

y \| r 

AilulJiliUN H r\*jJtl if i* 4tPf : 

fit? 

* j 

t n a 

* * <* 

» n. 

1 U ; 

■i i .4 5 1 l-f i * , 1 I i ’i' l<" 

? s!, < 

i' v nr v 

Wpf’il i*f I In pip l i 11 * s i j m r»i ? i i: t 

A 

Pin 

i j i 

> r.l . 




1 it St* j*f fill 1 »fr, ! ha If, ;■ 

In. 

1. U I 

s. 

! H i*’ 

* » , a* ftp \ > > j a*- 

.! ^ 

> f s»r 

11 otit*y Sh'H art m| \ luuu 

»*n 

. 11 ’ 

Ilf 

A i 

'h i uin! mn I.«» In 

i •;.»' 

af in 

Inuiarlv Auip, l*» . 

i In 

t 11 

1 *’ ’ 

J? t 

iu »:i lai ' ! iiu *n% 

■U| 

*f P 

tni'ttf n its lisp alt *4 fun 


tni 

.ill 

; f ? 

< i" n ; U s 

Vk 4 

i mir 

«if 1 Iip t'tuuimfin*, ami hv 

- t. 

. 

A 

h \ » 

1% I 1 $f < * 5 4 * H f 111 i! t 

s% If Uni,ri 


111 a Mil lailpififlllMi (|tS < * * ‘„ 1 n * 1 U Ij'.P/, .i]f tJjpir Al’XlTil) 

Allan! Hftiiift «‘HJh*i ftttuil >4 al A Mn ,1 , n * i j , ,>•, 1 f » u\ it * ia? hi 

flu* sr«|in*! lt> fisiiiiim ii.il 1 Ip’ ml !i'U'ii;i»uii , , \i h \ 1' * *, 

OX|*r«*HMPl* HH In thr mtsh'in. TIm* ijum! p»ip s an, 4 **'•'»» i Jo 

jHHltttls, 111! 4 Pin I, Ha if - U *« \n 41* 

CHIU St tH Ililti of* Until 11* *t jirrurafrli I hiii# fniiinl 

out grt'iilIy itturp **\ jipiim **' S4|i I ^ * r -r»\ urn iuav* t ii 

ri'prmHttiul in ri\ilipaLtlt*, 

1 ;u'<*ompiiui<*<l Sir Walter «*m Ho-* l*t # > * *)< > u *n, in 4 

(HHlfHP f*f wltttil Wn fnt?«t M'U'I ,u i n 1 J * a nu I |p4 

it ftnv itfifiPIlt %',Vi \)»•■» UI 1 J 4 *' P|>|N'I ) \ f!a*s in ftnl 'Ifj*| 

till* f 1 \*K IS rit ttljil** l|jp Vk * n 1 , m“i! nia <*|«o pmim, 

ltt»f lilSi:»| rpiilil ilMlurp liijii !♦» t< ina’Ji in flp r art m nr n ii«*ti 44 *1 
{ip|M*<tarhr(l any nntint i*r rr 5 rl*r»t«i ^fifur. 11 i,* 1 > i w-us 
HIM 1 It It lipf*tr«.\ Ilf* rulfftMtl 14 m l*k*» lll.il h| Jilt rMi'rr •iftl| 4 tti|f 
tf ItP Itiitl «xutit!m«i If lift % tiimvi, Iip tiinut rinir-ir )>h f, 4 iinlt 
lirit)* liittl gratify flip tnsi*l«*rt*4 y*«i?hf a! tPi'n^iwnrm, 
Wilt It* <ttt th«* mitil* Itw nifiiin aninni n *-%vr ftniiaul Mory 
miggWiU'tl fftnry, H!m 1 linllatl rilfliP Of toll killii4 m *n%4hmn fitti* 
CKwitiit, Hut wlttii iiruwk itti^ uiimt, mii* fit** i%$>p ’*n*tAl\ 
ertnw i;ru .}* t»f titu immmty, That Iip ^li^n 14 f 4 P*nl|pri rvrtv 
if4t!tm tit any atuuimt tlitly %4 rlttialfy nr r**nni!ir»^ ilmi Inn! 
mum itttii..nttt!tttiitt* ri.nt!4 n« hnnmt mm* Inti 

ilitiiitttoti iim if !i« nuitPtttlii^rttii «*v**ryiIttttsc rniiimtii 

m it; wwii itt utiyllttitu Itkn Ilm ttktp #>f pra, ili.it l,p IppI 
twnr ruittl, F«ir t'Xititijili^ tltn murnui^ nftn |4 i AlUktfifi*, 
w« wwii wrntii titu rinmtrv to mifli l«ft friitinl rriiit** 



remarkable only for its absurdity, from a Magazine poem of 
the very silliest feebleness, -which they had laughed at when 
at College together, Scott immediately began at the beginning, 
and gave it us to the end, with apparently no more effort than 
if he himself had composed it the day before. I could after 
this easily believe a story often told by Hogg, to the effect 
that, lamenting in Scott’s presence his having lost his only 
copy of a long ballad composed by him in his early days, and 
of which he then could recall merely the subject, and one or 
two fragments, Sir Walter forthwith said, with a smile,— 
“ Take your pencil, Jamie, and I’ll dictate your ballad to you, 
word for word; ” — which was done accordingly. 1 

As this was among the first times that I ever travelled for 
a few days in company with Scott, I may as well add the sur¬ 
prise with which his literary diligence, when away from home 
and his books, could not fail to be observed. Wherever we 
slept, whether in the noble mansion or in the shabbiest of 
country inns, and whether the work was done after retiring at 
night or before an early start in the morning, he very rarely 
mounted the carriage again without having a packet of the 
well-known aspect, ready sealed and corded, and addressed to 
his printer in Edinburgh. I used to suspect that he had 
adopted in his latter years the plan of writing everything on 
paper of the quarto form, in place of the folio which he at an 
earlier period used, chiefly because in this way, whatever he 
was writing, and wherever he wrote, he might seem to casual 
observers to be merely engaged upon a common letter; and 
the rapidity of his execution, taken with the shape of his sheet, 
has probably deceived hundreds ; but when he had finished his 
two or three letters, St. Eonan’s Well, or whatever was in hand, 
had made a chapter in advance. 

1 “ One morning at breakfast, in my father’s house, shortly after one 
of Sir Walter’s severe illnesses, lie was asked to partake of some of ‘the 
baked meats that coldly did furnish forth the 6rea&/as£-table.’ — * No, no,’ 
he answered ; ‘ I bear in mind at present, Bob, the advice of your old 
friend Dr. Weir — 

From season’d meats avert your eyes, 

From hams, and tongues, and pigeon pies — 

A venison pasty set before ye, 

Each bit you eat —Memento mori. 1 

This was a verse of a clever rhyming prescription sent some 30 years 
before, and which my father then remembered to have repeated upon 
one of their Liddesdale raids. The verses had almost entirely escaped 
his memory, but Sir Walter was able to give us a long screed of them.— 
Andrew Shortrede .” 
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been unaccustomed nearer home; and I beard many name, 
wben the novel was new, a booby of some rank, in whom they 
recognised a sufficiently accurate prototype for Sir Bingo. 

Sir Walter bad shewn a remarkable degree of good-nature in 
the completion of this novel. Wben the end came in view, 
James Ballantyne suddenly took vast alarm about a particular 
feature in the history of the heroine. In the original con¬ 
ception, and in the book as actually written and printed, Miss 
Mowbray’s mock marriage bad not baited at the profaned cere¬ 
mony of the church; and the delicate printer shrunk from the 
idea of obtruding on the fastidious public the possibility of any 
personal contamination having been incurred by a high-born 
damsel of the nineteenth century. Scott was at first inclined 
to dismiss his friend’s scruples as briefly as he had done those 
of Blackwood in the case of the Black Dwarf: — “ You would 
never have quarrelled with it,” he said, “had the thing hap¬ 
pened to a girl in gingham:—the silk petticoat can make little 
difference.” James reclaimed with double energy, and called 
Constable to the rescue; — and after some pause, the author 
very reluctantly consented to cancel and rewrite about twenty- 
four pages, which was enough to obliterate to a certain extent 
the dreaded scandal — and in a similar degree, as he always 
persisted, to perplex and weaken the course of his narrative 
and the dark effect of its catastrophe. 

Whoever might take offence with different parts of the book, 
it was rapturously hailed by the inhabitants of Innerleithen, 
who immediately identified the most striking of its localities 
with those of their own pretty village and picturesque neigh¬ 
bourhood, and foresaw in this celebration a chance of restoring 
the popularity of their long neglected Well ;—to which Scott 
had occasionally escorted his mother and sister in the days of 
boyhood. The notables of the little town voted by acclamation 
that the old name of Innerleithen should be, as far as possible, 
dropped thenceforth, and that of St. Ronan’s adopted. Nor 
were they mistaken in their auguries. An unheard-of influx 
of water-bibbers forthwith crowned their hopes; and spruce 
hottles and huge staring lodging-houses soon arose to disturb 
wofully every association that had induced Sir Walter to make 
Innerleithen the scene of a romance. Nor were they who 
profited by these invasions of the genus loci at all sparing in 
their demonstrations of gratitude; — the traveller reads on the 
corner of every new erection there, Abbotsford Place, Waverley 
Bow, The Marmion Hotel, or some inscription of the like 
coinage. 
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Publication nf HeilgnunUet. Abbotsford completed Marriage of <-ap- 
idin Scott (NmnlnbirN MiMvllany projected * - Life of Napoleon 
begun TjiIph of ttio CnthiulcrH {inbli-HluHi»— "I’cmr in Ireland-- Vinit 

t«* Windermere Moore at Abbotsford — Humours of evil among the 

Ilonkrtelleiu lH*Jf 4H2b, 

vm.v cm the conclusion of Hi Reman 1 ** Well, Hir 

Walter began Redgaunflet; .■■but it had made considerable 

progress at press before (-unstable and Rallantyne could per¬ 
suade iaitit to suhst it tile Unit- title for //emeu 'The book was 
published in June IKIM, and wan received at the time some¬ 
what cuddly f though if. has since, l believe, found more justice. 
The reininshirt ion of Mu' adventurous hero of 17dd, in the 
diiliioHH ami dimness of advancing age* and Fortunes hopelessly 
blighted and the' presenting him - with whose romantic 
poitnature at an earlier period historical truth had been so 

lelsinniltl) blended..as the moving principal of events, not 

only entirely, but notoriously imaginary — this was a rash ex¬ 
periment, amt eouid not fail to suggest disadvantageous com- 
pnrmotm ; yet, had there beam no Waver ley, I am persuaded the 
fallen and faded Aseamus of Kedgauutlct would have been 
universally pronounced a masterpiece, About the secondary 
personages there eouid he little ground for controversy. What 
lone! or drama has .surpassed the grotesquely ludicrous, dashed 
with the profound pathos, oF Peter Peebles — the most tragic 

of farces? . or the still sadder merriment, of that human ship 

wreek, Nuttf to Kwart V or Wandering Willie —* and his Tale 
— the wildest and most rueful of dreams told by such a person, 
mill in such it dialect ? With posterity, even apart from these 
grand features, this novel will yield in interest, to none of the 
series; for it contains perhaps more of Allan Fmrftml''n personal 
experiences than any oilier of them, or even than all the rest 
put together. 

This year . mi rah He d hiu ! — produced hut one novel; and 



V,.|‘V ottfM*f (»f l.l.s t\l! *T I" V * 9 | !«JT|ti! r! *’■! .Il'jslf 111 ii’t% lt»* luiii 
;il I <‘4 i it *1 It't 4 ! »\ 111* »|! I ? U J 4 4 4 b J >* 1**1' I 1 , a i ’ S| ‘ I W , Ifr t 

\\;i,s ml Ini tifinit, altrr film adinu ma hi*, nknl in i* yi«■■»*•!!! 1114 
iloiya ; 111« I h*»i an* and ! it* 1 uk» , f * * a ban n’ ^ f > win r, 

*IS uiiilnlinli had hrrtt M n md, and tin 1 on |*f%r 

lutitmd! to thr moilar fi .niun.: *>t ah s * > ?..- 4 i him 

into Inn iisiii nmM'rard with Inin .if irnntli II** 

t«x jihujird I lie iltflinsilf p-fs ill i« I |»* i ih» *4 ! In i a-y.* n: K to .4,1 , and 

rili|t‘d Willi Hii\ll*' r ?r * 4 It Inins'lfim n!iu« It in*’ lhal rlrvrt 

follow Jimdit ns.iln* n In’, it, in j !..* * m r-iii» 41 iiin Inin 

I 4 I %1 f ainnft^ tin* fsitatr ,4ini X i4 I! i« ida.i! 

Arad«*tin\ 111* ’diMnld | r •:,«»! 4 O’H nrl lillli^r]! an! | iiitili Hi|* fjiMin" 

11 iiII|,r of a His§ti' » 4 * j %ui1 hi i .»*" i A L«*ia;n* 

Mr.mtua* , tl)«' |*i * * m « .4 \ l»! •! t « >t 4 m n,n, < 4* »t J» | j u i*4 > 

illlif > t \ l‘,Uiv!» I h li» iMSilunnlr ,u!.« lr* «I »’ u ? n*ni! 4 Imi at d - i tin 

tulortitiniif. M r. Train’ 1 * v; i M *4 ’a xrar \\ ,i *5 *4 hand a* mm 

idlilir llllliin flotll tltr unit id flir Imii'ir m! I>l*t»«* fctoll, I \w ||*i|» 

(lit iottlll'V Htmilt* ill I In* Iir! nival *»! \\ alia* 1*1 \| <’s 4 r 0 h 1 lilsi 
Hir Willin' |*liinnl Hi tliH m% u «ii4v,fi«iii 11 hrir t ion * *a a t nn 

iitlint* rlnttr init ihv mm i*n % fin h l<r m 1 af Ifaf llir 

firrivultt wnrt 1 ninllr»?i: iiin<nu: flm v**?»! 1 linnk u it Inn 

till* fflMtin H i’u^v *4 fan**/>n , *i %ii!i*juif irs*, in lilln*ai 

fnlid* nrlily |nntii»l in w.u ! * t, Urn ■' If * f h nn- l$*-m |®r 

IV,, mid ii tad of tin* Varmt iifn t’j.imm n in a Iminiiril A is«l t**rt y 

Vnlumt*K, ttiurftinr «111* a itf (rally u^A* ndnS raii*ni 

rliairn, tin* #4ji<iilti uf \ rnH mn i*;u,kn\ fr^io Mr * 4 »sint*!#■» 

Wrrr ii i n tnk*4n« *4 ud*\ 1r, $ hr m,i% f In ! 

of tlir N i \s on land K inm-dd*-! *» 4**4* d * i t n a 

frnili tiuit fnrlHi’rt nrrrrt and fraaidmi* t* nslli 

itfiri nijiiiirtiiiiin uf wji!I n di > nrl 'din 4 | inlnLm 
Toward h tin* rlt»ai* id 11 1 s s nn * VV *% sii4 *4 tlir 

ill mil i nf hU ilmir hmllwr ‘rinninm* w!i«»j*f milv »*»u imtl 

for iniiw tiinw tlti«si«nitiriiti*tt ill AblHitnlnril in *In;* 

own mm (‘hurliw l»»iiiiii Inn rrnnirnrs^ at |tia^ n- tr i 

Oxford. # ritw iii|fij»i!riii nf fliiii | 4 jfi on|i|tml finally 
ilti utijMiiiittlwiif isi tin* mvil ^rrtim*f tin* |«kmt liiiiia r«m*tnoty. 
wtlbli lillil bm«i jilurwl ill Ina diafuml |*i l^inl JUtlnilat hi I ; 
a »tej» wliiidi, w«*ro liiprr tiny ilmthi on I hut miii|rrf f alour 

|» »iifiisi«tit to iirovo that lli«^ ynmig g'Piillriiiaii*# fatlw^r nl ihm 
lim# eouxidtmm lit* own woritltv tmtmn ® m in a tiinhli 
prcitii itltiiitkiin A writ^rxhi|* in IipSiii ^ iniili tsi«ir|«Hiti«»tir«»; 
—-in fit© niio ttf n non of Hrott, «« rottdtirtin^ }itina4»df iw inti 
to ritiisrtMltf lit# tttittiti It© tttlirrtfrd, it ©otilil Imnlly Iiiiwp futloil 
to b# melf Wiitllli, And Htr \\ altrr mm tli« in©t mm to ii#* 






priu* his buy of such safe and easy prospects of worldly ad van - 
f uriiimr him mmrhH.lu* precarious chances of a learned 
prnlovbtm in i l rrat. Britain, mi Josh in the eonlidenee that; his 
• out iv-,.mii'hv! won* ho great as to render u Hi main fail uro in 
>nr!i ,i »*arrrr a mat tor of no primary importance. 

1»\ t lit i:*t mas tin* I a !oh oi the (.rusaders were begun, and 
\bl»i»tslonl was at. last rid of carpenters and upholsterers. 
V ,lU1 ^ Walter arrival to son his fathoms house complete, and 
tillod ttiih a larger oompany than it could over before accom¬ 
modate, One of the guest h\vuh (taptain Basil Hall, always an 
agreeable oiif»; a traveller and a sum/*/, lull of stories and 
theories, inexhaustible in spirits, curiosity, and (mt.husia.sm. 
Hir Walter was surprised and a little annoyed on observing 
that the Oapfain kept a note book on his knee while at table, 
but made ito remark, fie kindly allowed me, in 18d(>, to read 
his Abbotsford Usuries, &c., anti make what use of them l 
‘sight then think proper. On Use present occasion 1 must give 
but a specimen : 

**Ou coming to a broad path in the middle of the woods, wo 
took tu»f ire of a f biger-post, on which was written 4 The Hod to 
He!lurk,’ We made some remark about Tom's orthography, 
ipon which he laughed, and said that that tinger-post had 
allied him great popularity in the neighbourhood. * l cannot 
myd tie remarked, 4 that l had any such view when l ordered 
i to be nut up. The public road, it is tries Is not far off, and 
t* is leans through the very centre of my grounds, but I never 
could bring myself to make that a reason for excluding any 
person who timls it agreeable or advantageous to take over the 
itsII if tie likes, But although my practice in this respect had 
a! ways been well known, t he act ual admission of it., the avowed 
establishment of it as a wort of rigid., by stinking up the finger¬ 
post, was received m a kind of boon, and 1 got a world of 
credit, for a thing which had certainly not any popularity for 
its object.. Nevertheless,’ he eon tinned, 4 1 have no scruple in 
saying that what I did deserved the good people’s acknowledg¬ 
ment ; and I seriously disapprove of those proprietors who act 
on a different principle in these matters. Nothing on earth 
would indium me to put up boards threatening prosecution, or 
cautioning one’s tel low-creatures to beware of man-traps and 
spring-guns. I hold that all Hitch things are not only in the 
highest degree offensive and hurtful to the feedings of people 
whom it is every way important to conciliate, but. that they 
are also quiti' imdlleient — and 1 will venture to say, that not 
one of my young trees has ever been cut, nor a fence trodden 
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lltllfif miltilar IIIIiSl!l« i r#i» ffort; to ll fiiiul whirls jpiiNi thr 
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t^rtiii** It© tulil im, * will* nil my llmt w*o 44 l*« 

in ictlo tiling to ilti. Homo lire «| s*M$ij*i not <*<* pipi 
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either by exchange or purchase, or by some sort of compromise 
by which both part it's art' obliged, and good-will begot if it did 
not exist before strengthened if it did exist.’™ I have never 
ween any person on more delightful terms with his family. 
The youngest <>f his nephews and nieces can joke with him, 
and seem at all tinn's perfectly at ease in his presence —his 
coming into the room only increases the laugh, and never 
cheeks it he either joins'll what is going on or passes. No 
one notices him any more than if ho were one of themselves. 
Those are things which cannot be got up.” 

Another entry says: . u Last night there was a dance in 

honour of Sir Walter Scott’s ('Iciest son, who had recently 
come from Sandhurst College, after having passed through 
some military examinations with great credit. We had a great 
elan of Seotts. There were no loss than nine Seotts of Harden, 
and ten of other families. There were others besides from the 
neighbourhood at least half-a-dozen Kergussons, with the 
jolly Sir Adam at their head — Lady Fergusson, her niece 
Miss Johson, the pretty heiress of Loohore,” &e. But with 
all his acuteness, Hall does not seem to have caught any sus¬ 
picion of the real purpose and meaning of this ball. That 
evening was one of the very proudest and happiest in Scott’s 
brilliant existence. Its festivities were held in honour of the 
young lady, whom the Captain names cursorily as “ the pretty 
Kinross of Loohore.” It was known to not a few of the party, 
and I should have supposed it might have been surmised by 
the rest., that those halls were displayed for the first time in 
all their splendour, on an occasion not less interesting to the 
Foet than the conclusion of a treaty of marriage between the 
heir of his name' and fortunes, and the amiable niece of his 
friends Sir Adam and Lady Fergusscm. It was the first reg¬ 
ular ball given at Abbotsford, and the last. Nay, I believe 
nobody has ever danced under that roof since them. I myself 
never'again saw the whole range of apartments thrown open 
for the reception of company except once —on the day of Sir 
Walter Scott’s funeral 

The lady’s fortune was a handsome one, and her guardians 
exerted the powers with which they were invested, by requir- 
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stjtwttl;if ioir* III f hr.tf i m.it i i * » ,is»4, iio-i-<n -f f » i 

ttttft|ttt , i«i!i? i i# !*«> to ill l»i I h<« fli.it I k i ,■ 

titurh ifiifiitft^i Ml * mnl m ’ •. * )«< * m . , $«, ’ * 

htltiilU'HH. ri?im,lfr!\ !l (] ■ on! \ !n , a In* •«!',.s<l * M M 
bim&ttm *I*t*rr\ * * * * -unm *• *- h * <*n ! ii4r*? iWn ?niiti 
li./tlltll. Jiti*I Sn \\ % 1 f# t \>4 , ’«• J 1 m ’* rrmjhf in likr ii 
flu* mI !< Mm* II* i *. 4 m» 11 ^ nojnnl, 1 4» |» ; M 

flit's Htlftf ;i f If I I h.d Ml 111* h fit*"* |»n!;| In li.nl *MU*.H* r *i 

Uni ui ills ii I Mil* - * fin 1 * IM* I '!nl ,.'i I,f rsifi* mf fi w ,i 

HrhrJIM' of fin»*lsitiusi $u llsr n holo 4il 4H»I fr.tSth* **! 

Iltfl* wlll**h t ’oir ! d*l« 111 i! m { h in 4 li\ * I#!in >4 

A IdHttftfotd ...||ii||f' \u m * j»!*oo n\ r%fnj,f Sn II Mfr 

tyio\ iiuil tttymif. \fMr ilinurr, flirt** m hinr 

Pit ptmlitf toil, *41 i f I tflM rnisriiir- m $44*^4 % 4 it lr*l 
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copy of which interesting document lie drew Irom Jus pocket, 
ami Hulwliftiled fur his //()y/r;/, It wan copiously diversified, 

14 text amt margent,” by figures and calculations in bin own 
handwriting, which I fur one might have regarded with lews 
reverence, had l known at the time thin “great; arithmeti¬ 
cian's ” rooted aversion ami contempt for all examination o£ 
Ida own balance-sheet. He hath however, taken vast pains to 
till in tin' number of persons who might fairly be supposed to 
pay tht' taxes for oaeh separate article of luxury, armorial bear¬ 
ings, hunters, raeors, four-wheeled carriages, &r., &e.; and hav¬ 
ing demonstrated that hundreds of thousands held, as necessary 
to their comfort, and station, articles upon articles of which 
their forefathers never dreamt, said, that our self-love never 
deceived us more grossly than when we fancied our notions as 
to the matter of hooks had advaneed in at all a corresponding 
proportion. 44 On the contrary,” cried Constable, “ 1 am sat¬ 
isfied that (he demand for Bliakspeare’s plays, contemptible 
m we hold it to have been, in the time, of Elizabeth and flames, 
was more creditable to the classes who really indulged in any 
, sort of elegance then, than the sale ol Uhildo Harold or 
Wnverley is to tins nineteenth century,” 

Heott helped him on by interposing, that at that moment 
he had a rich valley crowded with handsome houses under 
Ids view, ami yet much doubted whether any laird within 
ten miles spent ten pounds per annum on the literature of 
the day, 44 No,” said Constable, 44 there is no market among 
them tlial's worth one’s thinking about. They are contented 
with a review or a magazine, or at best* with a paltry huT> 
seription to some circulating library forty miles oil. But if 
l live for half a-dozen years, Til make it as impossible that 
there should not he a good library in every decent, house in 
Britain as that the shepherd's ingle-nook should want the 
mttti ptikv. Ay, ami what’s that?" he continued, wanning^ and 
pulling; 44 why should the ingle-nook itself want, a shelf tor 
ilm «<m7n 1 ” - 44 1 see your drift, my man,” says Sir Walter; 
—- ** you're for being like Billy Bitt in Oil ray’s print —you 
want to get into the salt-box yoursell.” u Yes,’ be responded 
(using a favourite adjuration) *“ I have hitherto been think¬ 
ing onlv of the wax lights, hut before I’m a twelvemonth 
older I shall have my hand upon the tallow.” — 44 Troth,” says 
Heott, 41 von are indeed likely to he 4 The grand Napoleon ot 
tin* realms of print.' ” “ If you outlive me,” says Oonstahle, 

with a regal smile, u I bespeak that line lor my tombstone, 
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as it advanced with. Ballantyne; and so heavily did his critical 
remonstrances weigh on the author, that he at length deter¬ 
mined to cancel it for ever. The tale, however, all but a 
chapter or two, had been printed off, and both publisher and 
printer paused before committing such a mass to the flames. 
The sheets were hung up meanwhile, and Scott began The 
Talisman — of which also James criticised the earlier chap¬ 
ters in such a strain that Scott was deeply vexed. “Is it 
wise / 7 he wrote, “ to mend a dull overloaded fire by heaping 
on a shovelful of wet coals ? 77 and hinted some doubts whether 
he should proceed. He did so, however; the critical printer 
by degrees warmed to the story, and he at last pronounced 
The Talisman such a masterpiece, that The Betrothed might 
venture abroad under its wing. Sir Walter was now reluctant 
on that subject, and said he would rather write two more new 
novels than the few pages necessary to complete his unfortu¬ 
nate Betrothed. But while he hesitated, the German news¬ 
papers announced “ a new romance by the author of Waverley ” 
as about to issue from the press of Leipzig. There was some 
ground for suspecting that a set of the suspended sheets might 
have been purloined and sold to a pirate, and this consider 
tion put an end to his scruples. And when the German did 
publish the fabrication, entitled Walladmor, it could no longer 
be doubtful that some reader of Scott 7 s sheets had communi¬ 
cated at least the fact that he was breaking ground in Wales. 

Early in June, then, the Tales of the Crusaders were put 
forth; and, as Mr. Ballantyne had predicted, the brightness 
of the Talisman dazzled the eyes of the million as to the 
defects of the twin-story. Few of these publications had a 
more enthusiastic greeting; and Scott 7 s literary plans were, 
as the reader will see reason to infer, considerably modified in 
consequence of the new burst of applause which attended the 
brilliant procession of his Saladin and Ooeur de Lion. 

To return for a moment to our merry conclave at Abbots¬ 
ford. Constable’s vast chapter of embryo schemes was dis¬ 
cussed more leisurely on the following Monday morning, when 
we drove to the crags of Smailholm and the Abbey of Dry- 
burgh, both poet and publisher talking over the past and the 
future course of their lives, and agreeing, as far as I could 
penetrate, that the years to come were likely to be more pros¬ 
perous than any they had as yet seen. In the evening, too, 
this being his friend’s first visit since the mansion had been 
completed, Scott (though there were no ladies and few ser¬ 
vants) had the hall and library lighted up, that he might shew 
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was agreed that he should make his promised excursion to 
Ireland before any MS. went to the printers. He had seen no 
more of the sister island than Dunluce and the Giant’s Cause¬ 
way; his curiosity about the scenery and the people was 
lively; and besides the great object of seeing his son and 
daughter-in-law under their own roof, and the scarcely inferior 
pleasure of another meeting with Miss Edgeworth, he looked 
forward to renewing his acquaintance with several accom¬ 
plished persons who had been serviceable to him in his labours 
upon Swift. But, illustriously as Ireland has contributed to 
the English Library, he had always been accustomed to hear 
that almost no books were now published there, and fewer sold 
than in any other country calling itself civilised; and he had 
naturally concluded that apathy and indifference prevailed as 
to literature itself, and of course as to literary men. He had 
not, therefore, formed the remotest anticipation of the kind of 
reception which awaited him. Miss Anne Scott and myself 
accompanied him. We left Edinburgh on the 8th of July in 
a light open carriage, and embarked at Glasgow for Belfast. 
The steam-boat, besides a crowd of passengers of all possible 
classes, was lumbered with a cargo offensive enough to the eye 
and the nostrils, but still more disagreeable from the antici¬ 
pations and reflections it could not fail to suggest. Hardly had 
our carriage been lashed on the deck before it disappeared from 
our view amidst mountainous packages of old clothes;—the 
cast-off raiment of the Scotch beggars was on its way to a land 
where beggary is the staple of life. A voyage down the Firth 
of Clyde, however, is enough to make anybody happy: no¬ 
where can the home tourist, at all events, behold, in the course 
of one day, such a succession and variety of beautiful, roman¬ 
tic, and majestic scenery: on one hand, dark mountains and 
castellated shores—on the other, rich groves and pastures, in¬ 
terspersed with elegant villas and thriving towns—the bright 
estuary between, alive with shipping, and diversified with 
islands. It may be supposed how delightful such a voyage 
was on a fine day in July, with Scott, always as full of glee on 
any trip as a schoolboy; crammed with all the traditions and 
legends of every place we passed; and too happy to pour them 
out for the entertainment of his companions on deck. After 
dinner, too, he was the charm of the table. A worthy old 
Bailie of Glasgow sat by him, and shared fully in the general 
pleasure; though his particular source of interest and satisfac¬ 
tion was, that he had got into such close quarters with a live 
Sheriff and Clerk of Session, — and this gave him the oppor- 
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the judges were out of town; but all the other great function¬ 
aries, and the leading noblemen and gentlemen of the city and 
its neighbourhood, of whatever sect or party, hastened to tender 
every conceivable homage and hospitality. But all this was 
less surprising to the companions of his journey (though, to 
say the truth, we had, no more than himself, counted on such 
eager enthusiasm among any class of Irish society), than the 
demonstrations of respect which, after the first day or two, 
awaited him, wherever he moved, at the hands of the less ele¬ 
vated orders of the Dublin population. If his carriage was 
recognised at the door of any public establishment, the street 
was sure ;fco be crowded before he came out again, so as to make 
his departure as slow as a procession. When he entered a 
street, the watchword was passed down both sides like light¬ 
ning, and the shopkeepers and their wives stood bowing and 
curtseying all the way down. 

Prom Dublin, we made an excursion of some days into Wick¬ 
low, halting for a night at the villa of the Surgeon-General, 
Sir Philip Crampton, who kindly did the honours of Lough 
Breagh and the Dargle; and then for two or three at Old Con¬ 
naught, near Bray, the seat of the Attorney-General, after¬ 
wards Lord Plunkett. Here there was a large and brilliant 
party assembled; and from hence, under the guidance of Mr. 
Attorney and his amiable family, we perambulated to all pos¬ 
sible advantage the classical resorts of the Devil’s Glyn, Bos- 
anna, Kilruddery, and Glendalough, with its seven churches, 
and St. Kevin's Bed —the scene of the fate of Cathleen, cele¬ 
brated in Moore’s ballad — 

“ By that lake whose gloomy shore 
Skylark never warbles o’er,” &c. 

It is a hole in the sheer surface of the rock, in which two or 
three people might sit. The difficulty of getting into this place 
has been exaggerated, as also the danger, for it would only be 
falling thirty or forty feet into very deep water. Yet I never 
was more pained than when Scott, in spite of all remonstrances, 
would make his way to it, crawling along the precipice. 
After he was gone, Plunkett told the female guide he was a 
poet. Cathleen treated this with indignation, as a quiz of Mr. 
Attorney’s. — “Poet!” said she; “the devil a bit of him — 
but an honourable gentleman: he gave me half-a-crown.” 

On the 1st of August we proceeded from Dublin to Edge- 
worthstown, the party being now reinforced by Captain and 
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aiul romance has always reaped its highest and purest, per- 
haim its only t rue and immortal honours. In Maria he hailed 

a nistor spirit.turn who, at, the summit of literary fame, took 

the same modest, just, and, let me add, (Christian view of the 
relative importance of the feelings, the obligations, and the 
hopes in which we are all equally partakers, and those talents 
and accomplishments which may seem, to vain and short¬ 
sighted eyes, sutHeient to constitute their possessors into an 
order and specie^ apart, from the rest of their kind. Such 
fantastic commits found no shelter with either of these power¬ 
ful minds. I was then a. young man, and I cannot forget how 
much I was struck at the time by some words that fell from 
one of them, when, in the. course of a walk in the park at 
Kdgeworthstown, I happened to use some phrase which con¬ 
veyed (though not perhaps meant to do so) the impression 
that i suspected Foots and Novelists of being a good deal 
accustomed to look at life and the world only as materials 
for art. A soft, and pensive shade came over BeotFa face as 
ho said — " l fear yon have some very young ideas in your 
head : ™ are you not too apt to measure things by some refer¬ 
ence to literatim* — to disbelieve that anybody can be worth 
much cans who has no knowledge of that sort of thing, or 
taste for it? God help ns I what a poor world this would be 
if that were the true doctrine! I have read books enough, 
and observed and conversed with enough of eminent and 
splendidly cultivated minds, too, in my time; but I assure 
you, I have hoard higher sentiments from the lips of poor 
urmiucatml men ami women, when exerting the spirit of severe 
yet gentle heroism under dillieulites and afflictions, or speak¬ 
ing their simple thoughts as to circumstances in the lot of 
friends and neighbours, than I even yet met with out of the 
pages of the Bible. We shall never learn to feel and respect 
our real calling and destiny, unless we have taught ourselves 
to consider everything as moonshine, compared with, the edu¬ 
cation of the heart. 5,1 Maria did not listen to this without 
some water in her eyes — (her tears are always ready when 
any generous string is touched; — for, as Pope says, “ the 
finest minds, like the finest metals, dissolve the easiest; ”) — 
but she brushed them gaily aside, and said, “ You see how 
it is— Dean Bwift said he had written his books in order 
that people might learn to treat him like a great lord—-Sir 
Waiter writes his in order that he may he able to treat his 
people as a great lord ought to do. 
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countenance, ami, despite himself, in the tone of his 
vmr<% which I for one could not, mistake. The constant pass¬ 
ings and re passings of bands of mounted policemen, armed to 
tin* troth, and having quite the air of highly disciplined sol¬ 
diers on sharp service; ..- the rueful squalid poverty that 

crawled by every wayside, and blocked up every village where 
ve had to ehange horses, with exhibitions of human suffering 
and degradation, mieh as it had never entered into our heads 
to conceive; and, above all, the contrast between these naked 


clamorous beggars, who seemed to spring out of the ground at 
euwy turn like swarms of vermin, and the boundless luxury 
atid merriment surrounding the thinly scattered magnates who 
condescended to inhabit, their ancestral seats, would have been 
sufficient to poison those landscape's, had nature dressed them 
out in the verdure of Arcadia, and art, embellished them with 
all the temples and palaces of Old Rome and Athens. It is 
painful enough event to remember such things; but twenty 
years can have! had but a trifling change in the appearance of 
a country which, so richly endowed by Providence with every 
element of wealth and happiness, could, at so advanced a period 
of European civilisation, sicken the heart of the stranger by 
Hitch wide-spread manitestations of the wanton a,ml reckless 
profligacy of human mismanagement, the withering curse of 
feuds and factions, and the tyrannous selfishness of absentee¬ 
ism ; and I fear it is not likely that any contemporary critic will 
venture to call my melancholy picture overcharged. A few 
blessed exceptions — such an aspect of ease and decency, for 
example, as we met everywhere cm the vast domain of the 
Duke of Devonshire — served only to make the sad reality of 
the rule* more flagrant and appalling. 

There were, however, abundance of ludicrous incidents to 
break this gloom; and no traveller ever tasted either the hu¬ 
mours or the blunders of Paddy more heartily than did Sir 
Walter. I find recorded in one letter a very merry morning at 
Limerick, where, amidst the ringing of all the bells, in honour 
of the advent, there was ushered in a brother-poet, who must 
needs pay his personal respects to the author of Marmiom He 
was a scare-crow figure—by name O’Kelly ; ami he had pro¬ 
duced on the spur of the occasion this modest parody of Dry- 
deids famous epigram: — 


44 Three poets, of three different nations bom, 
The United Kingdom in this ago adorn ; 
Byron of Ungland, Scott of Beotia’s blood, 
And Brin's pride —O’Kelly great and good.” 

si u 
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«if hot water appeared* and with thorn two magnums of whisky 
—* tin* onobearing on its label K ino’h, the other Qukun’h. Wo 
tlid not at first understand these inscriptions; but it was ox- 
fdaitted, mito t'na\ that the* King’s had paid the duty, the 
Queens was of contraband origin; and, in the choice of liquors, 
we detected a new shibboleth of party. The jolly Vrotes- 
tunis to a man stuck to the King’s hot,tie*—-the equally radiant 
Papists paid their duty to the Queen's. 

Hi nee 1 have alluded at all to the them grand dispute, 1 may 
mention* that, after our tour was concluded, we considered with 


wine wonder that* having partaken liberally of (latholie hospi¬ 
tality* anti encountered almost every other class of society, we 
had not «at at meat with one specimen of the Romish priost- 
hootl; whereas* even at Popish tables, we had met dignitaries 
id’ tin* Kstublished (‘herein 'Phis circumstance wo sat down at 


the time as amounting pretty nearly to a proof that there were 
few gentlemen in that order; hut we afterwards were willing 
to suspect that a prejudice of their own had been the source of 
it, The only imdvility, which Sir Walter Scott ultimately dis¬ 
covered himself to have encountered—-(for his friends did not 
allow him to hear of it at the time) —in the course of his Irish 
jieregriiifition* wan the refusal of a Roman Catholic gentleman, 
named i fCommll, who kept* stag-hounds near Killamey, to allow 
c»f a hunt cm the upper lake, the day lie visited that beautiful 
scenery, This he did, as we were told, because he considered 
it an a notoriouH fact, that Sir Walter Seott was an enemy to 
the Roman Catholic claims for admission to seats in .Parlia¬ 


ment He was entirely mistaken, however; for, though no 
man disapproved of Romanism as a system of faith and prac¬ 
tice more sincerely than Sir Walter always did, he had long 
Indore this period formed the opinion, that no good could come 
of further resistance to the claim in question. lie on all occa¬ 
sions expressed manfully his belief, that the best thing for Ire¬ 
land would have been never to relax the strictly political enact¬ 
ments of the jmiutl laws, however harsh these might appear. 
Had they been kept in vigour for another half century, it was 
his conviction that Popery would have Ixum all hut extinguished 
in Ireland, But he thought that, after admitting Romanists to 
file elective franchise, it was a vain notion that they could be 
permanently or advantageously debarred from using that iran- 
ehifttt in favour of those of their own persuasion. ^ The greater 
part of Um charming society into which he fell while in Ireland, 
entertained views and sentiments very likely to confirm those 
impressions; and it struck me* that considerable pains were 
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vmiruy wit, an ever running displayed; and a plentiful allow¬ 
ance, on all sides, of those airy transient pleasantries, in which 
tho fancy of poets, however wise and grave, delights to run 
riot when they are sure not to he misunderstood. There were 
beautiful and accomplished women to adorn and enjoy this 
circle. The weather was as Klysian as the scenery. There 
were brilliant cavalcades through the woods in the mornings, 
and delicious boatings on the bake bjr moonlight; and the last 
day, u the Admiral of the bake 17 presided over one of the most 
splendid regattas that ever enlivened Windermere. Perhaps 
there were not fewer than fifty barges following in the Profes¬ 
sor's radiant procession, when it paused at the point of Btorrs 
to admit into the place of honour the vessel that carried kind 
and happy Mr, Bolton and his guests. The hards of the Lakes 
led the cheers that hailed Scott; and Canning; and music and 
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halts filled with another splendid circle of distinguished persons. 
Sir Walter remained a couple of days, and perambulated, under 
Wordsworth's guidance', the superb terraces and groves of the 
“ fair domain ” which that poet has connected with the noblest 
monument of his modus. He reached Abbotsford airain on 
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oleaHiUtt night when <nm hap jmmhm! to take a passing peep into 
hiH tii-ii, to see the* whin* head and the smile of conscious 
inspiration cm his lips, while the pen, held boldlv, and at a 
commanding distance, glanced steadily and gaily along a fast- 
hiaekeniug page* of The Talisman. H now often made mo 
mary to catch a glimpse of him, stooping and poring with his 
Npeetaeles, amidst piles of authorities — a little note-hook ready 
in the left hand, that had always used to he at liberty for pat¬ 
ting Maida, 

, About this time, being again a traveller, I lost the opportu¬ 
nity of witnessing his mention of several eminent persons; 
- among others the late admirable Master of the Kolls, Lord 
(tifford, and his Lady — Dr. Philpotts, now Bishop of Exeter; 
anti Mr, Thomas^ Moore, Thin hast fortunately found Sir 
Walter in an interval of repose—-no one with him at Abbots¬ 
ford but Lady and Mina Beott — and no company at dinner 
except the FergtmHons and Laidlaw. The two poets had thus 
the opportunity of a great deal of quiet conversation; and 
from the hour they met, they seem to have treated each 
other with a full confidence, the record of which, however 
touchingly honourable to both, could hardly be made public 
in Mtennn while one of them survives. The iirst day they 
were alone after dinner, and the talk turned chiefly on the 
recent death of Byron — from which Scott passed unaffectedly 
to his own literary history. Mr, Moore listened with great 
interest to details, now no longer new, about the early days of 
Mat Lewis, the Minstrelsy, and the Poems; and a at last,” 
says he, 41 to my no snmlf surprise, as well as pleasure, he 
mentioned the novels, without any reserve, as his own, lie 
gave me an account of the original progress of those extraor¬ 
dinary works, the hints supplied for them, the conjectures 
amt mystification to which they had given rise, &c. &o.; ” he 
concluded with saying, " they have been a mine of wealth to 
me * hut I find I fail in them now — I can no longer make 
them so good as at first ,’ 1 This frankness was met as it 
should have been by the brother poet; and when he entered 
BcottVi room next morning, u he laid his hand,” says Mr, 
Moure, 11 with a sort of cordial earnestness on my breast, and 
said — Noit\ mtf dent A/oore, we are frimdx for life” They 
sallied out for a walk through the plantations, and among 
other things, the commonness of the poetic talent in those 
days was alluded to. * 4 Hardly a Magazine is now published,” 
said Moore, u that does not contain verses which some thirty 
years ago would have mode a reputation.” — Beott turned with 
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his Iim> k of shrewd humour, as it rltuelding met* h 
rows, anti said, 11 Keod, we were in the luek of tf I * * t 
these follows; ” liiii hr added, |da\ full) thmu don 
ns hi* spoke, “ wo have, litre Unbuild, taught them 
with our own weapons.'* ** In eomidete uovelt \,** t 
“he seemed to think, lay the* onh ehaitee for a mat 
of high literary reputation in these ila\ s." 

Moon* says 1 parted from Sent! w ith Ik* feel 
the world might admire Itutt in his moils hut that 
rrnthi leans to love him :m he desened mire had a 
Abkdsford, I gn e you mrfr hhm* h*\ to mis w Iixit 
of my sense of his eonlinl kindness ami g«*nt Iene*i 
it not ven di gut ins I phrase would e^presn m\ In 
than any tine one it was that lie w m it th**r*imjh a 
What Seott thought of his guest appearsTmm tf 
a private note hook : 44 Tom Moore s in tire mo? 

warbling I ever heard, . . , There is n manly fnin 

K srfeet ease am! good-breeding* nlmiit him, whirl* t# 
tit the least toilets of the jiort nr the pedant, 
very little titan — less* 1 think* than Lewis, and 
like him in jierson; Uod known* not in eonversutm 
though a elever follow, was a ltore of the first i 
Moreover* he looked always like a sehoolkiy. J 
has none of this ittstgnitieauee, 11 is rniiiiteiiaiire s 
the expression ho very animate*!, esjwreiidly in * 
singing, that it is far more interesting than the tins 
emtld have rendered it, 1 was aw-are that Byron 
spoken of Moore and myself in the same hreatln as 
same sort of regard ; so { was mtriotiH to see w hat 
hi* in rommon lietwixt ns, Moore having lived no m 
gay world* 1 in the count rv, and with jieople of In 
sometimes with jsditieiinis; Moore n sehitlar, 1 
musieian and artist, 1 without knowledge of a note, 
unit* I an arbtoemt — with many other jn»iiit,s of 
besides his being an Irishman* ! a Hrotehtuati, and 
ably national. Yet there m n |s«i*t of rmmtttlih 
strong one. We are kith good-humoured fellows, 
stink to enjoy what is going forward than to tin 
dignity as Lions; and wn have kith seen the world 
and too well not to mtiUmrn in our souls the ittutgt 
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The author of Lalla Rookh’s Kelso chaise was followed 
before many days by a more formidable equipage. The much- 
talked-of lady who began life as Miss Harriet Mellon, a comic 
actress in a provincial troop, and died Duchess of St. Albans, 
was then making a tour in Scotland as Mrs. Coutts, the enor¬ 
mously wealthy widow of the first English banker of his time. 
Mo person of such consequence could, in those days, have 
thought a Scotch progress complete, unless it included a re¬ 
ception at Abbotsford; but Mrs. Coutts had been previously 
acquainted with Sir Walter, who indeed had some remote 
connexion with her late husband’s family, through the Stuarts 
of Allanbank. He had visited her occasionally in London 
during Mr. Coutts’s life, and was very willing to do the hon¬ 
ours of Teviotdale in return. But although she was consider¬ 
ate enough not to come on him with all her retinue (leaving 
four of the seven carriages with which she travelled at Edin¬ 
burgh), the appearance of only three coaches, each drawn by 
four horses, was rather trying for poor Lady Scott. They 
contained Mrs. Coutts — her future lord the Duke of St. Albans 
— one of his Grace’s sisters — a dame de compagnie — a brace 
of physicians — for it had been considered that one doctor 
might himself be disabled in the course of an expedition so 
adventurous — and, besides other menials of every grade, two 
bedchamber women for Mrs. Coutts’s own person; she requir¬ 
ing to have this article also in duplicate, because, in her 
widowed condition, she was fearful of ghosts — and there 
must be one Abigail for the service of the toilette, a second 
to keep watch by night. With a little puzzling and cramming, 
all this train found accommodation;—but it so happened that 
there were already in the house several ladies, Scotch and Eng¬ 
lish, of high birth and rank, who felt by no means disposed* to 
assist their host and hostess in making Mrs. Coutts’s visit agree¬ 
able to her. I need not observe how effectually women of fash¬ 
ion can contrive to mortify, without doing or saying anything 
that shall expose them to the charge of actual incivility. 

Sir Walter, during dinner, did everything in his power to 
counteract this influence of the evil eye , and something to over¬ 
awe it; — but the spirit of mischief had been fairly stirred, 
and it was easy to see that Mrs. Contts followed these noble 
dames to the drawing-room in by no means that complacent 
mood which was customarily sustained, doubtless, by every 
blandishment of obsequious flattery, in this mistress of mill¬ 
ions. He cut the gentlemen’s sederunt short, and soon after 
joining the ladies, managed to withdraw the youngest, and 


guy out, anti rlr\ *o *u»!, who was also llm hi 'hr t in 
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lint* ladies in London to hr very well 1 4*%i-t| it* urn 
lions, innl even aoinet hues to hunt alin them, to M t 
gram! ttails and fetes, and !lain it they im-et hrr in a 
eirele, to prart iar nil hrr tin* d»*heate /muio n * /v ral 
thv mltl ahnnidi t\ The* um ague with me is dsahln 
nut ling new either t*« \ »'i{ nr tu lit!', that tine prig 
shahhmr -Nrs fur wliirlt beggars tun,hi hhrdi, if f h* v 
HU lm\ ns to puke fur tickets. I am :aj|r you Wolf 
tin* world dn sueh a flung; hut you iau:4 penult i 
the great liberty of’ allying, that t flunk I hr nfy le yo 
received my guest Mrs. <*out!s in, I bin inetttina is, I 
extent, a sin of fli** mmw order, Vet* \s ere nil toh 
of tiny h ago that I lmd nrrepted her visit, mid I lint 
arrive to day to stay three flights, Nmv if any of y 
Ihuui disponed to hi* of my parly at the same tinir 
thorn wit# plenty of tinir lor s on In have gone away 
came; and m none of you moved, and it wm mi; 
fiumy that any of y on would rotiiuin out *4 mere t 
thought ! had a perfect right to calculate on yt 
made up your tuimin to help me out w if It {try M hi 
amptou (who hud hrrn his ward) answered — 4 * I i 
Kir Wallrr; you have done tut* the great honour 1 
if l had been your daughter, and depeud upon it y* 
obeyed with heart and gi«»d will,” One t#y one, tin 
cltudv<w worn Horn engaged tii a hftin t* h fr-d iffr with 
ship. Kir Walter wan mum ssiltulird that things luw 
into a right train; the Marchioness was remit 
particular song, Immmv hr thought it would please $ 
u Nothing could gratify hrr in«irr than to jtlrfittP Mr 
Mr«, houtt,8*« brow Kiaouthrd, and in th« rmir^r i 
hour hUii wan tin happy iuul vmy m mm ahr wrut i 
rattling away at rondtud niiifrikdrn of hnrmrly tlnmti 
and joining in tliu rhornu of Kir Acliiin*ii L*$mi n 
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l Hlr Walter often quoted the iinixliii of »«i old Imly In 
Ferriar’a n«¥el« — that a ?l«lt ttltonk! never exceed three «!»} 
dayttwi drift tiay —* and the prmt day . 11 


delighted with her host, un<{, to all appearance, with his other 
quests. 

Ii. may he said (for the most benevolent of men had in his 
liietime/and still has, some maligners) that he was so anxious 
about. Mrs. (’outts’s comfort, because he worshipped wealth. I 
dare not deny that he set. more of his affections, during great 
part ol. his lile, upon worldly things, wealth among others, 
than might, have become such an intellect.. One may conceive 
a sober grandeur of mind, not incompatible with genius as rich 
as even his, but infinitely more admirable than any genius, in¬ 
capable of brooding upon any of tin* pomps and vanities of this 
lile — or earing about money ad* all, beyond what is necessary 
for the easy sustenance of nature. Ihit we must., in judging 
the most powerful of minds, take into account the inilucncos 
to which tin7 were exposed in the plastic period ; and where 
imagination is visibly the predominant faculty, allowance must 
be made very largely indeed, Scott's autobiographical frag¬ 
ment, and tin* anecdotes annexed to it, have been printed in 
vain, if they have not. conveyed tin* notion of such a. training 
of the mimi, fancy, and eharaHer, as could hardly fail to sug¬ 
gest. dreams and aspirations very likely, were temptation pre¬ 
sented, to take the shape of active external ambition -to 
prompt a keen pursuit, of t hose resources, wit hunt, which vis 
ions of worldly splendour cannot be realised. Hut I think 
the subsequent narrative and his own correspondence must 
also have satisfied every candid reader that, his appetite for 
wealth was after all essentially a vivid yearning for the means 
of large beneficence. As to his being eapahle of the silliness 
— to say nothing of the meanness— of allowing any part of his 
feelings or demeanour towards others to he affected by their 
mere possession of wealth, I cannot consider such a suggestion 
as worthy of much remark. He had a kindness towards Mrs. 
(kmtts, because he knew that, vain and pompous as her dis¬ 
plays of equipage and attendanee might bo, she mainly valued 
wealth, like himself, as the instrument of doing good. Even 
of her apparently most fantastic indulgences he rememImred, 
as Hope did when ridiculing the u lavish cost and little skill ” 
of his Timon, 


u Yet hence the poor are clothed, the hungry fed 
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but he interfered, to prevent her being made uncomfortable in 
his houses neither more nor loss than he would have done, had 
she come there in law original character of a comic actress, and 
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who is celebrated by our old poet Blind Harry, as having sig¬ 
nalised himself by the side of Sir William Wallace, and from 

whom every Scotchman that bears the name of- has at 

least the ambition of being supposed to descend.”—Sir Wal¬ 
ter’s own title came unsought; and that he accepted it, not in 
the foolish fancy that such a title, or any title, could increase 
his own personal consequence, but because he thought it fair 
to embrace the opportunity of securing a certain external dis¬ 
tinction to his heirs at Abbotsford, was proved pretty clearly 
by his subsequently declining the greatly higher, but intrans¬ 
missible rank of a Privy-Councillor. At the same time, I dare¬ 
say his ear liked the knightly sound; and undoubtedly he was 
much pleased with the pleasure his wife took, and gaily ac¬ 
knowledged she took, in being My Lady. 

The circumstances of the King’s visit in 1822, and others 
already noted, leave no doubt that imagination enlarged and 
glorified for him many objects to which it is very difficult for 
ordinary men in our generation to attach much importance; 
and perhaps he was more apt to attach importance to such 
things, during the prosperous course of his own fortunes, than 
even a liberal consideration of circumstances can altogether ex¬ 
cuse. To myself it seems to have been so; yet I do not think 
the severe critics on this part of his story have kept quite suffi¬ 
ciently in mind how easy it is for us all to undervalue any 
species of temptation to which we have not happened to be 
exposed. I am aware, too, that there are examples of men of 
genius, situated to a certain extent like him, who have resisted 
and repelled the fascinations against which he was not entirely 
proof ; but I have sometimes thought that they did so at the 
expense of parts of their character nearer the marrow of hu¬ 
manity than those which his weakness in this way tended to 
endamage ; that they mingled, in short, in their virtuous self- 
denial, some grains of sacrifice at the shrine of a cold, unsocial, 
even sulky species of self-conceit. But this digression has 
already turned out much longer than I intended. It is time 
to open occurrences which contrast sadly with the summer 
scenes of 1825. 

Towards the end of September I returned to Scotland from 
a visit to London on some personal business. During that visit 
I had heard a great deal more than I understood about the 
commercial excitement of the time. There had been several 



house, or warehouse, had been sufficient to raise him to a decent 
and safely increasing opulence, and was more than sufficient to 
occupy all his attention, drank in the vain delusion that he was 
wasting his time and energy on things unworthy of a masculine 
ambition, and embarked the resources necessary for the pur¬ 
poses of his lawful calling, in schemes worthy of the land-sur¬ 
veyors of El Dorado. It was whispered that the trade (so called, 
par excellence ) had been bitten with this fever; and persons of 
any foresight who knew the infinitely curious links by which 
booksellers, and printers, and paper-makers (and therefore 
authors) are bound together, for good and for evil, already 
began to prophesy that, whenever the general crash, which must 
come erelong, should arrive, its effects would be felt far and 
wide among all classes connected with the productions of the 
press. When it was rumoured that this great bookseller, or 
printer, had become a principal holder of South American min¬ 
ing shares — that another was the leading director of a gas 
company — while a third house had risked about L.100,000 in 
a cast upon the most capricious of all agricultural products, hops 
— it was no wonder that bankers should begin to calculate bal¬ 
ances, and pause upon discounts. 

Among other hints were some concerning a bookselling 
establishment in London, with which I knew Constable to be 
closely connected. Little suspecting the extent to which any 
mischance of Messrs. Hurst and Bobinson must involve Sir 
Walter’s own responsibilities, I transmitted to him the rumours 
in question. Before I could have his answer, a legal friend 
told me that people were talking doubtfully about Constable’s 
own stability. I thought it probable, that if Constable fell 
into any embarrassments, Scott might suffer the inconvenience 
of losing the copy-money of his last novel. Hothing more serious 
occurred to me. But I thought it my duty to tell him this 
whisper also; and heard from him, almost by return of post, 
that, shake who might in London, his friend in Edinburgh was 
“ rooted, as well as branched, like the oak.” 

A few days, however, after my arrival at Chiefswood, I 
received a letter from the legal friend already alluded to — 
(Mr. William Wright, the eminent barrister of Lincoln’s Inn, 
—who, by the way, was also on habits of great personal famil¬ 
iarity with Constable, and liked the Czar exceedingly) —which 
renewed my apprehensions, or rather, for the first time, gave 
me any suspicion that there really might be something “ rotten 
in the state of Muscovy Mr. Wright informed me that it was 
reported in London that Constable’s London banker had thrown 



over to Abbotsford, and found Sir Walter alone over bis glass 
of whisky and wafer and cigar — at this time, whenever there 
was no company, “his custom always in the afternoon.” I 
gave him Mr. Wright’s letter to read. Ho did so, and return¬ 
ing it, said, quite with his usual tranquil good-humour of look 
and voice, u I am much obliged to you for coming over; but 
you may rely upon it Wright has been hoaxed. 1 promise you, 
were the Oraffy’s book thrown up, there would be a pretty de¬ 
cent scramble among the bankers for the keeping of it. There 
may have been some, little dispute or misunderstanding, whieh 
malice and envy have exaggerated in this absurd style; but I 
shan’t allow such nonsense to disturb my h test a.” 

Seeing how coolly ho treated my news, I went home relieved 
and gratified. Next morning, as I was rising, behold Peter 
Mafhieson at my door, his horses evidently off a journey, and 
the Sheriff rubbing his eyes as if the halt had shaken him out 
of a sound sleep. I made what haste I could to descend, and 
found him by the side, of the brook looking somewhat worn, but 
with a serene and satisfied countenance, busied already in help¬ 
ing his little grandson to feed a (lootof ducklings. — “ You are 
surprised,” he said, “ to see me here. The truth is, I was more 
taken aback with Wright’s epistle than I eared to U>t on; and 
so, as soon as you left me, I ordered the carriage to the door, 
and never stopped till I got to Pol ton, where*, I found Constable 
putting on his nightcap. I stayed an hour with him, and I have 
now the pleasure to tell you that all is right. There was not a 
word of truth in the story — he is fast as Ben Lomond; and as 
Mamma and Anne did not know what my errand was, I thought 
it as well to come and breakfast here, and set Sophia and you 
at your ease before 1 went home again.” 

Wo had a merry.break fast, and he chatted gaily afterwards 
as f escorted him through his woods, leaning on my shoulder 
all the way, which he seldom as yet did, except with Tom 
Purdie, unless when he was in a more than commonly happy and 
affectionate mood. But I confess the impression this incident 
left on my mind was not a pleasant one. It was then that l 
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I doubted must amount to a large sum — any more than that a 
misfortune of Ballantyne’s would grieve her father as much as 
one personal to himself. His warm regard for his printer 
could be no secret; we well knew that James was his confiden¬ 
tial critic — his trusted and trustworthy friend from boyhood. 
Hor was I ignorant that Scott had a share in the property of 
Ballantyne’s Edinburgh Weekly Journal. That had been com¬ 
monly reported before I was acquainted with them; and all 
doubt was removed at the time of the Queen’s trial in 1820, 
when they had some warm debates in my presence as to the 
side to be taken on that unhappy question. But that Sir 
Walter was, and had all along been James’s partner in the 
great printing concern, neither I, nor, I believe, any member 
of his family, had entertained the slightest suspicion prior to 
the coming calamities which were now “ casting their shadows 
before.” 

It is proper to add here, that the story about the banker’s 
throwing up Constable’s book was groundless. Sir Walter’s 
first guess as to its origin proved correct. 

A few days afterwards, Mr. Murray sent me a transcript of 
Lord Byron’s Bavenna Diary, with permission for my neighbour 
also to read it if he pleased. Sir Walter read those extraordinary 
pages with the liveliest interest, and filled several of the blank 
leaves and margins with illustrative annotations and anecdotes. 
In perusing what Byron had jotted down from day to day in 
the intervals of regular composition, it very naturally occurred 
to him that the noble poet had done well to avoid troubling 
himself by any adoption or affectation of plan or order — giv¬ 
ing an opinion, a reflexion, a reminiscence, serious or comic, 
or the incidents of the passing hour, just as the spirit moved 
him; — and seeing what a mass of curious things, such as 
“ after times would not willingly let die,” had been thus res¬ 
cued from oblivion at a very slight cost of exertion, — he 
resolved to attempt keeping thenceforth a somewhat similar 
record. A thick quarto volume, bound in vellum, with a lock 
and key, was forthwith procured. The occupation of a few 
stray minutes in his dressing-room at getting up in the morn¬ 
ing, or after he had retired for the night, was found a pleasant 
variety for him. He also kept the book by him when in his 
study, and often had recourse to it when anything puzzled him 
and called for a halt in the prosecution of what he considered 
(though posterity will hardly do so) a more important task. It 
was extremely fortunate that he took up this scheme exactly 
at the time when he settled seriously to the history of Buona- 



parte*s personal career. The sort of preparation which every 
chapter of that book now called for has been already alluded 
to; and. — although, when he had fairly read himself up to any 
one great cycle of transactions, his old spirit roused itself in 
full energy, and he traced the record with as rapid and glowing 
a pencil as he had ever wielded — there were minutes enough, 
and Hours, —possibly days of weariness, depression, and languor, 
when (unless this silent confidant had been at hand) even he 
perhaps might have made no use of his writing-desk. 

Even the new resource of journalising, however, was not 
sufficient. He soon convinced himself that it would facili¬ 
tate, not impede, his progress with hTapoleon, to have a work 
of imagination in hand also. The success of the Tales of the 
Crusaders had been very high; and Constable, well aware that 
it had been his custom of old to carry on two romances at the 
same time, was now too happy to encourage him in beginning 
Woodstock, to be taken up whenever the historical MS. should 
be in advance of the press. 

THenceforth, as the Diary shews, he continued to divide his 
usual desk-hours accordingly: but before he had filled many 
pages of the private Quarto, it begins to record alarm—from 
day to day deepening — as to Constable, and the extent to 
whicli the great publisher’s affairs had by degrees come to be 
connected and bound up with those of the printing firm. 

Till John Ballantyne’s death, as already intimated, the pecu¬ 
niary management of that firm had been wholly in his hands. 
Of His conduct in such business I need add no more: the bur¬ 
den liad since been on his surviving brother; and I am now 
obliged to say that, though his deficiencies were of a very dif¬ 
ferent sort from John’s, they were, as respected his commercial 
career and connexions, great and unfortunate. 

He had received the education, not of a printer, hut of a 
solicitor; and he never, to his dying day, had the remotest 
knowledge or feeling of what the most important business oi 
a master-printer consists in. He had a fine taste for the effecl 
of types — no establishment turned out more beautiful speci¬ 
mens of the art than his; but he appears never to have under 
stood that types need watching as well as setting. If the page 
looHed handsome, he was satisfied. He had been instruetec 
that on every L.50 paid in his men’s wages, the master-printei 
is entitled to an equal sum of gross profit; and beyond this 
rule, of thumb calculation, no experience could bring him tc 
pemetrate his mystery. In a word, James never comprehended 
that in the greatest and most regularly employed manufactory 
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plaint, in wliat I may <*.all his (lying memorandum, of the 
" large Hums abstracted from the bookselling house for the use 
of the printing-otlice.” Vet that bookselling house was from 
the first a hopeless one; whereas, under accurate superintend¬ 
ence, the other ought to have products! the partners a dividend 
of from L.2000 to L.«iOOO a year, at the very least. 

On the other hand, the necessity of providing some remedy 
for this radical disorder must very soon have forced itself upon 
the conviction of all concerned, had not John introduced his 
fatal enlightenment on the subject of facilitating discounts, 
and raising cash by means of accommodation-bills. Hence the 
perplexed slates and calendars — the wildernesses and laby¬ 
rinths of ciphers, through which no eye but that of a professed 
accountant could have delected any clue; hence the accumula¬ 
tion of bills and counter-bills drawn by both bookselling and 
printing house, and gradually so mixed up with other obliga¬ 
tions, that John died in utter ignoranee of the condition of 
their affairs. The pecuniary detail then devolved upon James; 
and l fancy it will be only too apparent that he never made 
even one serious effort to master the formidable array of figures 
thus eommilted to his sole trust. 


The reader has been enabled to trace from its beginnings 
the connexion between Constable and the two Ballantyne 
firms. It has been seen how much they both owed to his in¬ 
terference on various occasions of pressure and alarm. But 
when he, in his overweening self-sufficiency, thought it in¬ 
volved no mighty hazard to indulge his better feelings, as well 
as his lordly vanity, in shielding these firms from commercial 
dishonour, no had estimated but loosely the demands of the 
career of speculation on which ho was himself entering. And 
by and by, when advancing by one mighty plunge after another 
in that vast held, he felt in his own person the threatenings of 
more signal ruin than could have befallen them, this “Napo¬ 
leon of the press ” — still as of old buoyed up to the ultimate 
result of his grand operations by the most fulsome flatteries 
of imagination — appears to have tossed aside very summarily 
all scruples about the extent to which he might be entitled to 
tax their sustaining credit in requital. The Ballantynes, if 
they had comprehended all the bearings of the case, were 
not the men to consider irrtuiirirurlv demands of this nature. 
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accurate an account of his own personal expenditure as Sir John 
Biddell could have done of his extravagant outlay on agricult¬ 
ural experiments. I could, I believe, place before my reader 
the sum-total of sixpences that it had cost him to ride through 
turnpike-gates during a period of thirty years. This was, of 
course, an early habit mechanically adhered to : but how strange 
that the man who could persist, however mechanically, in not¬ 
ing down every shilling that he actually drew from his purse, 
should have allowed others to pledge his credit, year after year, 
upon sheafs of accommodation paper, without keeping any effi¬ 
cient watch—without knowing any one Christmas for how 
many thousands he was responsible as a printer in the Ganongate. 

This is sufficiently astonishing — and had this been all, the re¬ 
sult must sooner or later have been sufficiently uncomfortable; 
but it must be admitted that Scott could never have foreseen a 
step which Constable took in the frenzied excitement of his day 
of pecuniary alarm. Owing to the original habitual irregularities 
of John Ballantyhe, it had been adopted as the regular plan 
between that person and Constable, that, whenever the latter 
signed a bill for the purpose of the other’s raising money 
among the bankers, there should, in case of his neglecting to 
take that bill up before it fell due, be deposited a counter-bill, 
signed by Ballantyne, on which Constable might, if need were, 
raise a sum equivalent to that for which he had pledged his 
credit. I am told that this is an usual enough course of pro¬ 
cedure among speculative merchants; and it may be so. But 
mark the issue. The plan went on under James’s management, 
just as John had begun it. Under his management also — 
such was the incredible looseness of it — the counter-bills , 
meant only for being sent into the market in the event of the 
primary bills being threatened with dishonour — these instru¬ 
ments of safeguard for Constable against contingent danger 
were allowed to lie uninquired about in Constable’s desk, until 
they had swelled to a truly monstrous “ sheaf of stamps.” 
Constable’s hour of distress darkened about him, and he rushed 
with these to the money-changers. And thus it came to pass, 
that, supposing Ballantyne and Co. to have, at the day of reck¬ 
oning, obligations against them, in consequence of bill transac¬ 
tions with Constable, to the extent of L.25,000, they were legally 
responsible for L.50,000. 

It is not my business to attempt any detailed history of the 
house of Constable. The sanguine man had, almost at the out¬ 
set of his career, been “lifted off his feet,” in Burns’s phrase, 
by the sudden and unparalleled success of the Edinburgh Be- 
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to picture to ourselves what the actual intellectual life must 
have boon, of the author of such a series of romances. We 
should ask ourselves whether, filling and discharging so soberly 
and gracefully as ho did the common functions of social man, 
it was not, nevertheless, impossible but that ho must have 
passed most of his life in other worlds than ours; and we 
ought hardly to think it a grievous circumstance that their 
bright visions should have loft a dazzle, sometimes on the eyes 
which ho so gently reopened upon our prosaic, realities. Ho 
had, on the whole, a command over the powers of his mind — 
I mean, that he could control and direct, his thoughts and re¬ 
flexions with a readiness, firmness, and easy security of sway 
—beyond what I find it possible to trace in any other artist's 
recorded character and history; but ho could not habitually 
fling them into the region of dreams throughout a long series 
of years, and yet be expected to find a corresponding satisfac¬ 
tion in bending them to the less agreeable considerations which 
the circumstances of any human being's practical lot in this 
world must present in abundance. The training to which he 
accustomed himself could not leave him as he was when he 
began. lie must pay the penalty, as well as reap the glory 
of this life-long abstraction of reverie, this self-abandonment 
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mind. But this is no time for journalising or moralising 
either. Necessity is like a sonrfaced cook-maid, and I a turn¬ 
spit she has flogged, ere now, till he mounted his wheel. If 
Woodstock can he out by 25th January it will do much, — and 
it is possible.” 

Thus he continued to labour on at his romance; from time 
to time arrested amidst his visions by some fresh omen of 
the coming reality: but after suggesting or concurring in the 
commercial measure that seemed feasible, immediately com¬ 
manding his mind into oblivion of whatever must prevent his 
pursuance of the task that depended solely on himself. That 
down to the 14th of December he was far indeed from hav¬ 
ing brought home to himself anything like the extent of his 
danger, is clear enough from the step recorded in that day’s 
entry — namely, his consenting to avail himself of the power 
he had retained of borrowing L.10,000 on the lands of Abbots¬ 
ford, and advancing that sum to the struggling houses. Bal- 
lantyne hints that in his opinion both Constable and his 
London agents must have foreseen more clearly the issue of 
the struggle; and it is certain that the only point in Constable’s 
personal conduct which Scott afterwards considered himself 
entitled to condemn and resent, was connected with these last 
advances. 

My residence had been removed to London before Sir Walter 
felt, or acknowledged, serious apprehensions: nor can I on this 
occasion quote his Diary so largely as would enable the reader 
to follow from day to day the fluctuations of hope, anxiety, 
and fear. I must limit myself to a few of what seem the most 
remarkable passages of that record. On the 18th of December 
he writes thus: — “If things go badly in London, the magic 
wand of the Unknown will be shivered in his grasp. He must 
then, faith, be termed the Too-well-known. The feast of fancy 
will be over with the feeling of independence. He shall no 
longer have the delight of waking in the morning with bright 
ideas in his mind, hasten to commit them to paper, and count 
them monthly, as the means of planting such scaurs and pur¬ 
chasing such wastes; replacing dreams of fiction by other pro¬ 
spective visions of walks by 

‘ Fountain heads, and pathless groves; 

Places which pale passion loves. 7 

This cannot be; but I may work substantial husbandry, i.e . 
write history, and such concerns. They will not be received 
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distress. I feel my tiers’ feet on my knees — I hear them 
whining and seeking mo everywhere. This is nonsense, but 
it is what they would do could they know how things may be. 
— An odd thought strikes me — When I die, will the journal 
of these days be taken out of the ebony eabinet at Abbotsford, 
and read with wonder, that the well-seeming Baronet should 
ever have experienced the risk of such a hitch? —or will it 
be found in some obscure lodging-house, when 1 , the decayed 
son of chivalry had hung up his scutcheon, and win 1 re one or 
two old friends will look grave, and whisper to each other, 
6 Boor gentleman ’ — f a well-meaning man’—‘nobody’s enemy 
but his own ’ —* thought his parts would never wear out ’ — 
( family poorly UdV — ‘pity he took that foolish title.’ Who 
can answer this question ? — Boor Will Laidlaw! — Boor Tom 
.Burdie ! —such news will wring your hearts, and many a poor 
fellow’s besides, to whom my prosperity was daily bread. 

Ballantyuo behaves like himself, and sinks the prospect 
of his own ruin in contemplating mine. I tried to enrich him 
indeed, and now all —all is in the balance. He will have the 
Journal still, that is a comfort, for sure they cannot find a 
better editor. 77m// — alas, who will they be—the unhekannten 
obem 1 who may have to dispose of my ail as they will ? Some 
hard-eyed banker — some of these men of millions!—I have 
1 ired to give vent to thoughts naturally so painful, by 
these notes — partly to keep them at bay by busying 
vith the history of the French Convention. I thank 
m do both with reasonable composure. I wonder how 
11 bear such an affliction. She is passionate, but stout¬ 
hearted and courageous in important matters, though irritable 
in trifles. I am glad Lockhart and his wife are gone. Why ? 
I cannot tell—but I am pleased to be left to my own regrets, 
without being melted by condolences, though of the most 
sincere and affectionate kind. •— Half-pamt eight. 1 (dosed this 
book under the impression of impending ruin. I. open it an 
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bility, bad yet bis wife and children to bestow it upon—I will 
not forget this, if all keeps right. I love the virtues of roug^i- 
and-round men — the others are apt to escape in salt rheum, 
sal-volatile, and a white pocket handkerchief. 

“ December 19. — Ballantyne here before breakfast. He 
looks on last night’s news with confidence. Constable came 
in and sat an hour. The old gentleman is firm as a rock. 
He talks of going to London next week. But I must go to 
work. 

ec December 21.— Dined with James Ballantyne, and met 
B. Cadell, and my old friend Mathews the comedian. The 
last time I saw him before, he dined with me in company with 
poor Sir Alexander Boswell, who was killed within a week. 
I never saw Sir A. more. The time before was in 1815, when 
Gala and I were returning from Trance, and passed through 
London, when we brought Mathews down as far as Leaming¬ 
ton. Poor Byron made an early dinner with us at Long’s, and 
a most brilliant day we had of it. I never saw Byron so full 
of fun, frolic, wit, and whim; he was as playful as a kitten. 
Well, I never saw Mm again. So this man of mirth, with his 
merry meetings, has brought me no luck. I could not help 
thinking, in the midst of the glee, what gloom had lately 
been over the minds of three of the company. What a 
strange scene if the surge of conversation could suddenly 
ebb like the tide, and show us the state of people’s real 
minds! 

‘No eyes the rocks discover 
Which lurk beneath the deep.’ 

Life could not be endured were it seen in reality. Things 
keep mending in London. 

“ December 22. — I wrote six of my close pages yesterday, 
which is about twenty-four pages in print. What is more 
I think it comes off twangingly. The air of Bonnie Dundee 
running in my head to-day, I wrote a few verses to it before 
dinner, taking the key-note from the story of Clavers leaving 
the Scottish Convention of Estates in 1688-9. I wonder if 
they are good. Ah, poor Will Erskine! thou couldst and 
wouldst have told me. I must consult J. B., who is as honest 
as was W. E. But then, though he has good taste too, there 
is a little of Big bow-wow about it. Can’t say what made me 
take a frisk so uncommon of late years as to write verses of 
free-will. I suppose the same impulse which makes birds sing 
when the storm has blown over. 
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“ December 24. — Constable lias a new scheme of publishing 
the works of the Author of Waverley in a superior style, at 
L.l, Is. volume. He says he will answer for making L.20,- 
000 of this, and liberally offered me any share of the profits. 
I have no great claim to any, as I have only to contribute the 
notes, which are light work; yet a few thousands coming in 
will be a good thing — besides the Printing Office. Constable, 
though valetudinary, and cross with his partner, is certainly as 
good a pilot in these rough seas as ever man put faith in. 

“ December 25. — Abbotsford. — Arrived here last night at 
seven. Our halls are silent compared to last year, but let us 
he thankful — Barbarus has segetes 9 Nullum numen abest , si 
sit prudentia. There shall be no lack of wisdom. But come — 
il faut cultiver notre jar din. I will accept no invitation for 
dinner, save one to Newton-Don, and Mertoun to-morrow, 
instead of Christmas-Day. On this day of general devotion, I 
have a particular call for gratitude. 

u January 14. — An odd mysterious letter from Constable, 
who has gone post to London. It strikes me to be that sort of 
letter which I have seen men write when they are desirous 
that their disagreeable intelligence should be rather appre¬ 
hended than expressed. I thought he had been in London a 
fortnight ago, disposing of property to meet this exigence, and 
so I think he should. Well, I must have patience. But these 
terrors and frights are truly annoying. ... A letter from 
J. B., mentioning Constable’s journey, but without expressing 
much apprehension. He knows C. well, and saw him before 
his departure, and makes no doubt of his being able easily to 
extricate whatever may be entangled. I will not therefore 
make myself uneasy. I can help doing so surely, if I will. 
At least, I have given up cigars since the year began, and 
have now no wish to return to the habit, as it is called. I 
see no reason why one should not, with God’s assistance, shun 
noxious thoughts, which foretell evil, and cannot remedy it.” 

A few days after Sir Walter penned the last-quoted para¬ 
graph, Mr. Constable made his appearance in London. I saw 
him immediately. Having deferred his journey imprudently, 
he had performed it very rapidly; and this exertion, with men¬ 
tal excitement, had brought on a sharp access of gout, which 
confined him for a couple of days to his hotel in the Adelphi — 
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swing given to the tyrannical temper of the Czar. 
spoke, and gesticulated like some hoary despot, acc 
nothing but the complete indulgence of every wish 
against whose sovereign authority his most trusted i 
tributaries had suddenly revolted — open rebellion 
provinces—confusion in the capital — treason in 
I will not repeat his haughty ravings of scorn anc 
listened to these with wonder and commiseration 
such feelings mitigated when, having exhausted his 
vituperation against many persons of whom I had n 
heard him speak but as able and trusted friends, 
down sufficiently to answer my question as to the pra 
ness on which the note announcing his arrival in to" 
nified his urgent desire to take my advice. Consta 
that he had already seen one of the Hurst and Bo! 
and that the storm which had seemed to be “ blown 
he was satisfied, only been lulled for a moment to t 
redoubled fury. If they went, however, he must f< 
had determined to support them through the coming 
had done through the last; and he had the mean 
effectually, provided Sir Walter Scott would star 
heartily and boldly. 

The first and most obvious step was to make lar 
copyrights; and it was not surprising that Constable s 
formed most extravagant notions of the marketabl 
the property of this nature in his possession. Every 
is very apt to do so. A manuscript is submitted i 
inspects it with coldness and suspicion; with hesiti 
a sum for it; obtains it, and sends it to be printec 
hardly courage to look at the sheets as they are t 
but the book is at last laid on his counter, and In 
moment regards it with an eye of parental fondu 
his; he considers it in that light quite as much a 
author, and is likely to be at least as sorely provob 
thing in the shape of hostile criticism. If this be 
working of self-love or self-interest in such cases, wl 
that the man who had at his disposal (to say not! 
numerable minor properties) the copyrights of the 1 
dia Britannica, a moiety of the Edinburgh Beview, 
Scott’s Poetry, the Waverley Hovels, and the adva 
of Napoleon — who had made, besides, sundry coi 
novels by Scott, as yet unwritten — and who seriou 
his plan of the new Miscellany as in itself the sure 
of a gigantic fortune — what wonder that the sanj 
















three houses, whose downfall must that morning he made pub¬ 
lic. He added—“Don't fancy I am going to stay at home 
to brood idly on what can't be helped. I was at work upon 
Woodstock when you came in, and I shall take up the pen the 
moment I get back from Court. I mean to dine with you again 
on Sunday, and hope then to report progress to some purpose." 
—When Sunday came, he reported accordingly, that in spite 
of all the numberless interruptions of meetings and conferences 
with his partner and men of business — to say nothing of his 
anxieties on account of his wife and daughter — he had written 
a chapter of his novel every intervening day. And the Diary 
gives the precise detail. His exertions, he there says, were 
suspended for the 17th and 18th; but in the course of the 19th, 
20th, and 21st, he wrote 38 pages of his novel — such pages 
that 70 of them made “ half a volume of the usual size." 

Diary .— “ January 17. — James Ballantyne this morning, 
good honest fellow, with a visage as black as the crook. He 
hopes no salvation; has indeed taken measures to stop. It is 
hard, after having fought such a battle. Have apologised for 
not attending the Boyal Society Club, who have a gaudeamus on 
this day, and seemed to count much on my being the preses. 
My old acquaintance, Miss Elizabeth Clerk, sister of Willie, 
died suddenly. I cannot choose but wish it had been Sir W. 
S.; and yet the feeling is unmanly. I have Anne, my wife, 
and Charles, to look after. I felt rather sneaking as I came 
home from the Parliament House—felt as if I were liable 
monstrari digito in no very pleasant way. But this must be 
borne cum cceteris; and, thank God, however uncomfortable, I 
do not feel despondent." 

The reader may be curious to see what account Ballantyne's 
memorandum gives of that dark announcement on the morning 
of Tuesday the 17th. It is as follows : — “ On the evening of 
the 16th, I received from Mr. Cadell a distinct message putting 
me in possession of the truth. I called immediately in Castle 
Street, but found Sir Walter had gained an unconscious respite 
by being engaged out at dinner. It was between eight and nine 
next morning that I made the final communication. No doubt 
he was greatly stunned—but, upon the whole, he bore it with 
wonderful fortitude. He then asked—‘Well, what is the 
actual step we must first take ? I suppose we must do some¬ 
thing ?' I reminded him that two or three thousand pounds 
were due that day, so that we had only to do what we must 
do — refuse payment—to bring the disclosure sufficiently 
before the world. He took leave of me with these striking 



words —‘ Well, James, depend upon that, I will never for¬ 
sake you.’ ” 

In the course of that unhappy yet industrious week;,, Sir 
"Walter’s situation as Ballantyne’s partner became universally 
known. Mr. Ballantyne, as an individual, had no choice but 
to resolve on the usual course of a commercial man unable to 
meet engagements: but Scott from the first moment determined 
to avoid, if by his utmost efforts it could be avoided, the neces¬ 
sity of participating in such steps. He immediately placed his 
whole affairs in the hands of three trustees (James Jollie, W.S., 
Alex. Monypenny, W.S., and John Gibson, W.S.), all men of 
the highest honour and of great professional experience; and 
declined every offer of private assistance. These were very 
numerous: — his eldest son and his daughter-in-law eagerly 
tendered the whole fortune at their disposal, and the principal 
banks of Edinburgh, especially the house of Sir William Forbes 
& Co., which was the one most deeply involved in Ballantyne’s 
obligations, sent partners of the first consideration, who were 
his personal friends, to offer liberal additional accommodation. 
What, I think, affected him most of all, was a letter from Mr. 
Poole, his daughters’ harp-master, offering L.500, — “ probably,” 
says the Diary, “his all.” From London, also, he received 
various kind communications. Among others, one tendering 
an instant advance of L.30,000 — a truly munificent message, 
conveyed through a distinguished channel, but the source of 
which was never revealed to him, nor to me until some years 
after his death, and even then under conditions of secrecy. 
To all, his answer was the same. And within a few days he 
had reason to believe that the creditors would, as a body, assent 
to let things go in the course which he and his trustees sug¬ 
gested. 

His Diary has this entry for the 24th January:—“ I went to 
the Court for the first time to-day, and, like the man with the 
large nose, thought everybody was thinking of me and my mis¬ 
haps. Many were, undoubtedly, and all rather xegrettingly; 
some obviously affected. It is singular to see the difference of 
men’s manner whilst they strive to be kind or civil in their 
way of addressing me. Some smiled as they wished me good- 
day, as if to say, ‘ Think nothing about it, my lad; it is quite out 
of our thoughts.’ Others greeted me with the affected gravity 
which one sees aud despises at a funeral. The best-bred— all 
I believe meaning equally well—just shook hands and went 
on. A foolish puff in the papers, calling ou men and gods to 
assist a popular author, who having choused the public of many 
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loft in Ins Diary, but which was finally terminated according to 
his own original, and really most, generous suggestion. 

The day of calamity revealed the fact that /lames Hallantyne 
personally possessed no assets whatever. The claims against 
Sir Walter, as the sole really responsible partner in the printing 
linn, and also as an individual, settled into a sum of about 
D. 1:50,000. On much heavier debts Oonstable & Co. paid ulti¬ 
mately lis. Dd. in the pound; I Lurst & Robinson about Is. od. 
The Hallantyne firm had as yet done nothing to prevent their fol¬ 
lowing the same line of conduct. If might still have allowed 
itself (and not James Hallantyne merely as an individual) to be 
declared bankrupt, and obtained a speedy discharge, like these 
booksellers, from all its obligations. But for Scoffs being a 
partner, the whole a.Hair must/ have been Nettled in a very short 
time. 1 f he could have at all made up his mind to let com¬ 
mercial matters take the usual commercial course, the creditors 
of the firm would have brought into flu’s market whatever prop¬ 
erty, literary or otherwise, Scoff at the hour of failure pos¬ 
sessed ; they would have had a right to his liferent of Abbots¬ 
ford, among other t hings- and to his reversionary interest in the 
estate, in ease either his eldest son or his daughter-in-law should 
die without leaving issue, and thus void the provisions of their 
marriage-contract. All this being disposed of, the result would 
have been a dividend very far superior to what the creditors 
of (hmsfahle and Hurst received; and in return, the partners 
in the printing firm would have been left at liberty to reap for 
themselves the profits of their future exertions. Things were, 
however, complicated in consequence of the transfer of Abbots¬ 
ford in January 1825. Home creditors now had serious thoughts 
of contesting the validity of that transaction; but a little re¬ 
flexion and examination satisfied them that nothing could bo 
gained by such an attempt. On the other hand, Sir Walter (elf 
that ho had doin' wrong in placing any part of his property be¬ 
yond the reach of his creditors, by entering info that marriage- 
contract without a previous most deliberate examination into 
the state of his responsibilities. lie must have felt in this 
manner, fhoutrh 1 have no sort of doubt, that the result of such 
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the shield. If they are determined to consider me as an irre¬ 
trievable bankrupt, they have no title to object to my settling 
upon the usual terms which the statute requires. They prob¬ 
ably are of opinion, that I will be ashamed to do this by 
applying publicly for a sequestration. Now, my feelings are 
different. I am ashamed to owe debts I cannot pay; but I 
am not ashamed of being classed with those to whose rank 
I belong. The disgrace is in being an actual bankrupt, not 
in being made a legal one. I had like to have been too hasty 
in this matter. I must have a clear understanding that I am 
to be benefited or indulged in some way, if I bring in two 
such funds as those works in progress, worth certainly from 
L.10,000 to L.15,000 ” 

It was by and by settled that he should be left in the 
undisturbed possession of Abbotsford, on his pledging himself 
to dispose immediately of all his other property, of what kind 
soever, for the behoof of the creditors — to limit his personal 
expenses henceforth within his official salary—and, continuing 
his literary labour with his best diligence, to pay in all its 
profits until the debt should be wholly obliterated. Excepting 
from a single London Jew, a creditor originally of Hurst’s, no 
practical interference with this arrangement was ever subse¬ 
quently threatened. Scott, meanwhile, laboured on at his desk. 
In the very darkest period of his anxieties, he not only con¬ 
tinued his Novel and his Buonaparte, but threw off his graceful 
and humorous, as well as sagacious and instructive reviewal 
of Pepys’ Diary: and before that was published, he had also 
most effectually displayed his self-possession by a political 
demonstration under a new but thin disguise. 

As soon as Parliament met, the recent convulsion in the 
commercial world became the subject of some very remarkable 
debates in the Lower House; and the Ministers, tracing it 
mainly to the rash facility of bankers in yielding credit to 
speculators, proposed to strike at the root of the evil by taking 
from private banks the privilege of circulating their own notes 
as money, and limiting even the Bank of England to the issue 
of notes of L.5 value and upwards. The Government designed 
that this regulation should apply to Scotland as well as Eng¬ 
land; and the northern public received the announcement with 
almost universal reprobation. The Scotch banks apprehended 
a most serious curtailment of their profits; and the merchants 
and traders of every class were well disposed to hack them in 
opposing the Ministerial innovation. Scott, ever sensitively 
jealous as to the interference of English statesmen with the 
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(lay’s diary ho says, — <s Looked out a quantity of things, to 
go to Abbotsford ; for we are Hitting, if you please. It is with 
a sense of pain that l leave behind a parcel of trumpery prints 
and little ornaments, once the pride of Lady ft —’b heart, 
but which she sees consigned with indifference to the chance 
of an auction. Things that have had their day of importance 
with me I cannot forget, though the merest trifles. But X am 
glad that she, with bad health, and enough to vex her, has not 
the same useless mode of associating recollections with this 
unpleasant business.” •—Again, on the tilth March *— u I have 
hinted in these notes, that 1 am not entirely free from a sort 
of gloomy fits, with a fluttering of the heart and depression 
of spirits, just as if I knew not what was going to befall me. 
I can sometimes resist this successfully, but it is bettor to 
evade than to combat it. The hang-dog spirit may have orig¬ 
inated in the confusion and chucking about of our old furni¬ 
ture, the stripping of walls of pictures, and rooms of ornaments; 
the leaving of a house we have so long called our home, is 
altogether melancholy enough. Meanwhile, to make my recu¬ 
sant spirit do penance, l have set to work to clear away papers 
and pack them for my journey. What a strange medley of 
thoughts such a task produces I There lie letters which made 
the heart throb when received, now lifeless and uninteresting 
— m are perhaps their writers ~ riddles which have been 
road —schemes which time has destroyed or brought to matu¬ 
rity *— memorials of friendships and enmities which are now 




Union the* English law should have \nnni extendo 
Scotland. ‘ I cannot nay how that might have ans 
purpose/Haiti Lord Patrick, who was never mimmite* 
of an answer, ‘ hut it would nrum' luae suited i/imh* 
thin time the Ahmlren At In nit v* * woiilit have posse; 
selves of all the business in Westminster Hall/ M 
44 March 15, --This morning I leave No, Ail i *hh 


for the last time. 1 The eabin was convenient/ ami 


made it agreeable to mo. 1 never reekoned upon a 
thin particular ho long an I held an *»tliee in tho Cm 
«i<m. In all my forinor changes of residence it wm 
to belt or" **• thin in rot rogradiug. I leave thin bourn 


and I reuse to bo an Edinburgh citi/eu, in tho Bonn 


a proprietor, which my father and I have been for s 

at leant. Ho farewell* poor 3* am! may you neve 
worse people than those who now leave you. Hot 
the Lares all at once, Lady 8. ami A nun remain til 
Ah for me, I go f m aforesaid, thin morning. 


* Ifn til ail imliflii * f — tf * 


Bir Walter’s l>iary logins to be clouded with 
sjaanei of distress than mere Iobh of wealth could hi 
spirit His darling grandson is sinking at a distance 
under incurable disease. At home the misfortum 
which his manhood struggled with stern energy 
countered by bin affectionate wife under the dbadv, 
enfeebled health ; and it seems hut Um evident fit 
pain and mortification hint a great share in hurry in 
monte to a fatal end, Nevertheless, nil ids iitltiotio 
seem to have interrupted for more than a day or two 
course of labour, With rare exceptions lie up 
through this trying period, to have finished his did 
thirty printed pages of Woodst<*ek until that i 
completed; or, if he paused in it, lie gave u simitar 
time to some minor production ; iiicli m his paper «i 
of Kemble, flu also <Mtrmi|>ondod much tm usual 
standing all ha says about indolence mi that score! 
absent friends \ and I need scarcely add, that his 
Sheriff claimed many hours every week. The picftir 
lution and industry which this jairiion of Ids 'Journal 

*Tha BolicUtm of Aberdeen enjoy somehow itm ilfjft <if Ad 

8 1 return no morn* 


is certainly as remarkable as the boldest imagination could 
have conceived. 

“ -Abbotsford, March 17. — A letter from Lockhart. My 
worst au^nry is verified; — the medical people think poor 
Johnnie i s losing strength; he is gone with his mother.tc 
Brighton. The bitterness of this probably impending calamity 
is extrem e. The child was almost too good for this world; — 
beautiful in features; and though spoiled by every one, having 
one of th.e sweetest tempers as well as the quickest intellect 
I ever saw; a sense of humour quite extraordinary in a 
child, anct, owing to the general notice which was taken of him. 
a great deal more information than suited his years. The pooi 
dear love liad so often a slow fever, that when it pressed its 
little lips to mine, I always foreboded to my own heart what 
all I fear are now aware of. 

“ March, 18. — Slept indifferently, and under the influence 
of Queen IMab, seldom auspicious to me. Dreamed of reading 
the tale of the Prince of the Black Marble Islands to Little 
Johnnie, extended on a paralytic chair, and yet telling all his 
pretty stories about Ha-Papa, as he calls me, and Chiefswood 
— and walked to think I should see the little darling no more 
or see him. as a thing that had better never have existed. 01 
misery! misery! that the best I can wish for him is early 
death, wiflr all the wretchedness to his parents that is likely tc 
ensue! 

“ March 19. — Lady S., the faithful and true companion ol 
my fortunes, good and bad, for so many years, has, but witl 
difficulty, L>een prevailed on to see Dr. Abercrombie, and his 
opinion is far from favourable. Her asthmatic complaints are 
fast terminating in hydropsy, as I have long suspected; yel 
the announcement of the truth is overwhelming. They are tc 
stay a litfle longer in town to try the effects of a new medicine 
On Wednesday, they propose to return hither— : a new afflic¬ 
tion, where there was enough before; yet her constitution is sc 
good, that; if she will be guarded by advice, things may be yei 
ameliorated.. God grant it! for really these misfortunes come 
too close rxpon each other. 

u March 28. — We have now been in solitude for some time— 
myself nearly totally so, excepting at meals. One is temptec 
to ask himself, knocking at the door of his own heart, Do yoi 
love this extreme loneliness ?. I can answer conscientiously 
I do. The love of solitude was with me a passion of early 
youth; wlxen in my teens, I used to fly from company t( 
indulge in. visions and airy castles of my own, the disposal o: 
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u April tl — I hav<^ the extraordinary and gratifying news 
that Woodstock in sold for h.<S22X; all ready money — amatch¬ 
less sale for less than three months’ work.” [The reader will 
understand that, the novel being sold for tin* behoof of ,T. B. 
and Co.’s ereditors, this sum includes the cost of printing the 
first edit ion, as well as paper.’] u I f .Napoleon does as well, or 
near it, it will put the trust affairs in high tlourish. Four or 
five years of leisure and industry would, with sue.h success, 
amply replace my losses. I have a curious fancy; I will go 
set two or three acorns, and judge by their success in growing 
whether I shall succeed in clearing my way or not. 1 have a 
little toothache keeps me from working much to-day — besides 
1 sent, off copy for Napoleon.” 

The price received for Woodstock shews what eager competi¬ 
tion had been called forth among the booksellers, when, after 
the lapse of several years, (kmstable’s monopoly of Sir Walter’s 
novels was abolished by their common calamity. The interest 
excited, not only in Scotland and England, but all over civil¬ 
ized Europe, by the news of Beott’s misfortunes, must also 
have had its influence in quickening this commercial rivalry. 
The reader need hardly he told, that the first i 
James Ballantyne & Company’s creditors witnessed 
formation, a month before darklv nronhesied, of tne ** ureas 

am for those who 
o the main source 
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lie was bound to the stake. The universal feeling was, I 
believe, much what the late amiable and accomplished Earl 
of Dudley expressed to Mr. Morritt when these news reached 
them at Brighton. — “Scott ruined !” said he, “the author of 
Waverley ruined ! Good God! let every man to whom he has 
given months of delight give him a sixpence, and he will rise 
to-morrow morning richer than Rothschild! ” 

It is no wonder that the book, which it was known he had 
been writing during this crisis of distress, should have been 
expected with solicitude. Shall we find him, asked thousands, 
to have been master truly of his genius in the moment of this 
ordeal? Shall we trace anything of his own experiences in 
the construction of his imaginary personages and events? — I 
know not how others interpreted various passages in Wood- 
stock, but there were not a few that carried deep meaning for 
such of Scott’s own friends as were acquainted with, not his 
pecuniary misfortune alone, but the drooping health of his 
wife, and the consolation afforded him by the dutiful devotion 
of his daughter Anne, in whose character and demeanour a 
change had occurred exactly similar to that painted in poor 
Alice Lee: “ A light joyous air, with something of a humorous 
expression, which seemed to be looking for amusement, had 
vanished before the touch of affliction, and a calm melancholy 
supplied its place, which seemed on the watch to administer 
comfort to others.” In several mottoes , and other scraps of 
verse, the curious reader will find similar traces of the facts 
and feelings recorded in the author’s Diary. As to the novel 
itself, though none can pretend to class it in the very highest 
rank of his works, since we feel throughout the effects of the 
great fundamental error, likened by a contemporary critic to 
that of the writer who should lay his scene at Rome immediately 
after the battle of Philippi, and introduce Brutus as the sur¬ 
vivor in that conflict, and Cicero as his companion in victory; 
yet even this censor is forced to allow that Woodstock displays 
certain excellences, not exemplified in all the author’s fictions, 
and which attest, more remarkably than any others could have 
done, the complete self-possession of the mind when composing 
it The success of the book was great: large as the price was, 
its publishers had no reason to repent their bargain; and of 
course the rapid receipt of such a sum as L.8000, the product of 
hardly three months’ labour, highly gratified the body of cred¬ 
itors, whose debtor had devoted to them whatever labour his 
health should henceforth permit him to perform. 

His Diary shews that he very soon began another work of 
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those dull walls. M(‘thinks you look as if you wore looking as 
bright on the banks of the Tweed; but look where you will, 
Sir Sun, you look upon sorrow and suffering. — Hogg was here 
yesterday in danger, from having obtained an accommodation 
of L.100 from dames Ballantyne, which,he is now obliged to 
repay. I am unable to help the poor fellow, being obliged to 
borrow myself. But I long ago remonstrated against the trans¬ 
action at all, and gave him L.50 out of my pocket to avoid 


after being very ill for two days —easy at last. 1 arrived here 
late last night. Anne is worn out, and has had hysterics, 
which returned on my arrival. Her broken accents were like 


ntle voice of submission. 


when she came to herself, she spoke with sense, freedom, and 
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I shall write down my resolution, which I should rather write 
up if I could. I wonder how I shall do with the large portion 
of thoughts which were hers for thirty years. I suspect they 
will be hers yet, for a long time at least. But I will not blaze 
cambric and crape in the public eye like a disconsolate widower, 
that most affected of all characters. 

a May 18. — Another day, and a bright one to the external 
world, again opens on us; the air soft, and the flowers smiling, 
and the leaves glittering. They cannot refresh her to whom 
mild weather was a natural enjoyment. Cerements of lead and 
of wood already hold her — cold earth must have her soon. 
But it is not my Charlotte — it is not the bride of my youth, 
the mother of my children, that will be laid among the ruins 
of Dryburgh, which we have so often visited in gaiety and' 
pastime—No! no! She is sentient and conscious of my 
emotions somewhere — somehow: where we cannot tell; how 
we cannot tell; yet would I not at this moment renounce the 
mysterious yet certain hope that I shall see her in a better 
world, for all that this world can give me. The necessity of this 
separation—that necessity which rendered it even a relief, — 
that and patience must be my comfort. I do not experience 
those paroxysms of grief which others do on the same occa- 
sion. I can exert myself, and speak even cheerfully with the 
poor girls. But alone, or if anything touches me, — the chok¬ 
ing sensation. I have been to her room: there was no voice in 
it—no stirring; the pressure of the coffin was visible on the bed, 
but it had been removed elsewhere; all was neat, as she loved it, 
but all was calm — calm as death. I remembered the last sight 
of her; she raised herself in bed, and tried to turn her eyes 
after me, and said, with a sort of smile, ‘You all have such 
melancholy faces/ These were the last words I ever heard 
her utter, and I hurried away, for she did not seem quite 
conscious of what she said; when I returned, immediately de¬ 
parting, she was in a deep sleep. It is deeper now. This 
was but seven days since. 

“ They are arranging the chamber of death — that which was 
long the apartment of connubial happiness, and of whose 
arrangements (better than in richer houses) she was so proud. 
They are treading fast and thick. Bor weeks you could have 
heard a foot-fall. Oh, my God! 

“ May 19. — Anne, poor love, is ill with her exertions and 
agitation — cannot walk — and is still hysterical, though less 
so. We speak freely of her whom we have lost, and mix her 
name with our ordinary conversation. This is the rule of 



nature. All primitive people speak of their dead, and I think 
virtuously and wisely. The idea of blotting the names of 
those who are gone out of the language and familiar discourse 
of those to whom they were dearest, is one of the rules of 
ultra-civilisation, which in so many instances strangle natural 
feeling by way of avoiding a painful sensation. The High¬ 
landers speak of their dead children as freely as of their 
living members — how poor Colin or Robert would have acted 
in such or such a situation. It is a generous and manly tone 
of feeling; and so far as it may be adopted without affectation 
or contradicting the general habits of society, I reckon on 
observing it. 

“ May 20. — To-night, I trust, will bring Charles or Lockhart, 
or both. Sophia’s baby was christened on Sunday 14th May, at 
Brighton, by the name of Walter Scott. May God give him 
life and health to wear it with credit to himself and those 
belonging to him! Melancholy to think that* the next morn¬ 
ing after this ceremony deprived him of so near a relation! 

“ May 22.—Lockhart doubtful if Sophia’s health will let 
him be here. Charles arrived last night, much affected, of 
course. Anne had a return of her fainting-fits on seeing him, 
and again upon seeing Mr. Ramsay, 1 the gentleman who performs 
the service. I heard him do so with the utmost propriety for 
my late friend, Lady Alvanley, 2 the arrangement of whose 
funeral devolved upon me. How little I could guess when, 
where, and with respect to whom, I should next hear those 
solemn words. Well, I am not apt to shrink from that which 
is my duty, merely because it is painful; but I wish this day 
over. A kind of cloud of stupidity hangs about me, as if all 
were unreal that men seem to be doing and talking about- 

<e May 23. — About an hour before the mournful ceremony of 
yesterday, Walter arrived, having travelled express from Ire¬ 
land on receiving the news. He was much affected, poor fellow, 
— and no wonder. Poor Charlotte nursed him, and perhaps 
for that reason she was oyer partial to him. The whole scene 
floats as a sort of dream before me — the beautiful day, the 
grey ruins covered and hidden among clouds of foliage and 
flourish, where the grave, even in the lap of beauty, lay lurk¬ 
ing, and gaped for its prey. Then the grave looks, the hasty 
important bustle of men with spades and mattocks — the train 
of carriages — the coffin containing the creature that was so 
long the dearest on earth to me, and whom I was to consign to 

1 The Rev. E. B. Ramsay, now Dean of Edinburgh. 

2 Lady Alvanley died at Edinburgh, in January 1826. 
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after Parliament-House. My two girls met me at Torsonce, 
which was a pleasant surprise, and we returned in the sociable 
all together. Found everything right and well at Abbotsford 
under the new regime. I again took possession of the family 
bed-room, and my widowed couch. This was a sore trial, but 
it was necessary not to blink such a resolution. Indeed, I did 
not like to have it thought that there is any way in which I 
can be beaten. 

“September 12.—I begin to fear Hap. will swell to seven 
volumes. — As I slept for a few minutes in my chair, to which 
I am more addicted than I could wish, I heard, as I thought, 
my poor wife call me by the familiar name of fondness which 
she gave me. My recollections on waking were melancholy 
enough. These be 

1 The airy tongues that syllable men’s names. 1 


u September 13. — Wrote my task in the morning, and there¬ 
after had a letter from the sage Privy-counsellor-He 

proposes to me that I shall propose to the-of-, and 

offers his own right honourable intervention to bring so beauti¬ 
ful a business to bear. I am struck dumb — absolutely mute 
and speechless — and how to prevent him making me farther 
a fool is not easy, for he has left me no time to assure him of 
the absurdity of what he proposes; and if he should ever hint 
at such a piece of d—d impertinence^ what must the lady 
think of my conceit or of my feelings 1 I will write to Ms pres¬ 
ent quarters, however, that he may, if possible, have warning 
not to continue this absurdity/* 1 


of the preceding day shews how extremely ill-timed was this com¬ 
munication, from a gentleman with whom Sir Walter had never 
had any intimacy. Hor will the next entry that I extract 
diminish this impression. In October he resolved to make a 
journey to London and Paris, in both which capitals.he had 
reason to expect important material would be submitted to 
him as the biographer of Hapoleon. At starting he writes: 

“ October 11. — We are ingenious self-tormentors. This journey 
annoys me more than anything of the kind in my life.. My 
wife’s figure seems to stand before me, and her voice is in my 
ears —'Scott, do not go.’ It half frightens me. Strang throb- 
bing at my heart, and a disposition to be very sick. It is just 


1 This was not the only proposition of the kind that reached hmidmtng 
his widowhood. In the present case there was Yery high nnk 


ample fortune. 



3 effect of so many feelings which had been lulled aB * c ^ % 1 1 

5 uniformity of my life, but which awaken on any 3 - :L ^?] v ' v % ^ | j 
t of agitation. Poor, poor Charlotte! V I cannot <-***** %v | 
‘ther. I get incapable of arranging my papers too- 
out for half an hour. God relieve me ! ” ^ 1 1 j, 

Elis expedition was a very seasonable relief; nor was t llt^f -t 
pointed as to its direct object. By the kindness of Earl * 

>t, Colonial Secretary of State, and the Under-seox'oLa ^ 
\ Wilmot Horton and Mr. Robert Hay (who were **’. j * 

ihed friends of his), he had access to many unp>xTl> 1 .i ^ ^ 

mments preserved in Downing Street, and copious t V**| #» 
re prepared under his directions. The Duke of Woil* 1 # 
,s good enough to give him a MS. commentary of his ° xV 11 w 
i Russian campaign, and many hours of confidential con v ° 1 ^ 
respecting other parts of Buonaparte’s military hist;o ry - , 

ris he was treated with equal kindness by Marshal MaocL <>****> 
bh whom he had become acquainted a few years before* w 1 
} Marshal visited his paternal kindred in Scotland * ^V**/* 1 

iers, Sir Walter’s constant friend, Hector M‘Doxxa**l * 
man. In both cities he was received with the most; 
rention. The deep and respectful sympathy with whn* ** * 1 

sfortunes, and gallant behaviour under them, had- * 

cded by all classes of men at home and abroad, was >11 ^ * 

me to his perception in a way not to be mistaken. JT i x I 1; 
had the satisfaction of settling his son Charleses clont 11 * > 
3 King personally undertaking that as soon as he Ixacl. 1 1 

>d at Oxford, he should be launched in the diplonx aL i < * *** * 

\e. I must confine myself to a very few extracts £rt > i * i ft 
ary — which will illustrate, among other things, *fclxo tmtt! 
his society on this occasion. 

“ Windsor, October 2 0.—Commanded down to pass a <l«^v a 
indsor. The Lodge in the Porest, though ridiculocL l **•* *' 
isseurs, seems to be no bad specimen of a royal retire % in** ft 
d is delightfully situated. A kind of cottage, too larf^o * 
ps for the style, but yet so managed that in the -w^allks y < 
ly see parts of it at once, and these well composed anti j«cr* *ti 
g with the immense trees. His Majesty received me \v*l 
e same mixture of kindness and courtesy which hr as a 1 \v ai 
stinguished his conduct towards me. There was no com|i;i* 
sides the royal retinue — Lady Conyngham — her cUvu&g 1 1 t.< 
■ and two or three other ladies. After we left taTole** Lite 
is excellent music by the royal band, who lay ambusluni it* 
een-house adjoining the apartment. The King made tt%m * 
side him, and talk a great deal — too much perhaps —~~~ 1 


has the art of raising one’s spirits, and making yon forget the 
reienue which is prudent everywhere, especially at court. But 
ho converses himself with so much ease and elegance, that you 
lose thoughts of the prince in admiring the well-bred and ac¬ 
complished gentleman. He is in many respects the model of a 
British Monarch—has little inclination to try experiments on 
government otherwise than through his Ministers — sincerely, 

I believe, desires the good of his subjects — is kind towards 
the distressed, and moves and speaks c every inch a king.’ I 
am sure such a man is fitter for ns than one who would long to 
head armies, or be perpetually intermeddling with la grande 
politique. A sort of reserve, which creeps on him daily, and 
prevents his going to places of public resort, is a disadvantage, 
and prevents his being so generally popular as is earnestly to 
be desired. This, I think, was much increased by the behav¬ 
iour of the rabble in the brutal insanity of the Queen’s trial, 
when John Bull, meaning the best in the world, made such a 
beastly figure. — Pall-Mall, October 21. — Walked in the morn¬ 
ing with Sir William Knighton, and had much confidential 
chat, not fit to be here set down, in case of accidents. Re¬ 
turned to a hasty dinner at Lockhart’s, and then hurried away 
to see honest Dan Terry’s theatre, called the Adelphi. The 
heat was dreadful, and Anne so unwell that she was obliged to 
bo carried into Terry’s house, — a curious dwelling no larger 
than a squirrel’s cage, which he has contrived to squeeze out of 
the vacant space of the theatre, and which is accessible by a most 
complicated combination of staircases and small passages. 
There we had rare good porter and oysters after the play.” 

Sir Walter returned from Paris about the middle of the ensu¬ 
ing month— and his progress from London homewards is indi¬ 
cated in the following entries: — “ Oxford , November 21 .— 
Breakfasted with Charles in his chambers at Brazen-nose, where 
he had everything very neat. How pleasant it is for a father 
to sit at his child’s board! It is like the aged man reclining 
under the shadow of the oak which he has planted. My poor 
plant lias some storms to undergo, but were this expedition con¬ 
ducive to no more than his entrance into life under suitable aus¬ 
pices, I should consider the toil and the expense well bestowed. 

— JSTov. 23. — Slept at Macclesfield. As we came in between 
ten and eleven, the people of the inn expressed surprise at our 
travelling so late, as the general distress of the manufacturers 
has rendered many of the lower classes desperately outrageous. 

— Nov. 24. Breakfasted at Manchester;—pressed on —and by 
dint of exertion reached Kendal to sleep; thus getting ont oi 
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he mid of now hooka, ur lor mere amusement, wan done by 
hi uifI'lit'H in tho course <»! 1*in meals; and to walk, whim he 
multi walk at all, to {lie Parliament House and battle again, 
ll*i*»m:h Ihf Fnm*e\s *Streel Hardens, was his only exercise and 
Ina only relaxation, Kverv ailment, of whatever sort, ended in 
aggravating Ids lameness ; and, perhaps, the severest test his 
pluloinphv eneoiintered was the feeling of bodily helplessness 
Ilia! from week to week crept upon him. The winter, to make 
tnei worse, was a very eotd and stormy one. The growing 
sluggishness of Ids blood shewed itself m chilblains, not only 
mi the feet but the fingers, ami Ids handwriting becomes more 
and more crumped and confused, 

fit* spent a few days at Abbotsford at (Ihristinas, and several 
Weeks tinring tint spring vacation; but the frequent Saturday 
excursions were now out of the question — if for no other rea- 
Him* on aeeount of the quantity of hooks which he must have 
by him while working at his blapoleon. He says on the doth 
of Iteeeuiber — ** Wrote hard. Last day of an eventful year; 
itineli evil and some good, but especially the courage to en¬ 
dure what Fortum* sends, without becoming a pipe for her 
fingers. It is no/ the last day of the year; hut to-morrow be¬ 
ing Sunday, we hold our festival to-day. The Fergusscms 
mime, Hint we hud the usual appliances of mirth and good 
cheer. Yet our party, like the chariot-wheels of Pharaoh in 
the Hod Sea, dragged heavily, — It must be allowed that the 
regular recurrence of annua! festivals among the same indi* 
vitlimln has, m lift* advances, something in it that is melan 
eholy. We meet like the survivors of some perilous expedition 
wmunled anti weakened ourselves, and looking through dimin 


lulled ranks to think of those who are no more. Or they art 
hke the feasts of the Oaritis, in which they held that the pah 
and speechless phantoms of the deceased appeared and mingl@< 

with the living. Yet where shall we % from vain repining 1 
•—nr why should we give up the comfort of seeing our friends 
tieeause they can no longer he to us, or we to them, what w 
linen were to each other?’ 1 

On again quitting Twcedside after the spring holidays (1827' 
tint I bury linn : — 41 1 never could help admiring the ooneatont 
titiii between Ahitliopefit setting his house in order and han$ 
ttiff liiiimetf. 1 The one seems to follow the other as a matter c 
course, Hut what frightens and disgusts me is those fearft 
hitters from those who have Ixmn long dead, to those who ling« 


on their wayfare through the valley of tears. Those fine 
lines of Spencer came into my head — 

4 The shade of youthful Hope is there, 

That lingered long, and latest died ; 

Ambition all dissolved to air, 

With phantom Honours by his side. 

What empty shadows glimmer nigh ? 

They once were Friendship, Truth, and Love! 

Oh ! die to thought, to memory die, 

Since lifeless to my heart ye prove.’ 1 

Ay, and can I forget the author — the frightful moral of his 
own vision ? What is this world ? — a dream within a dream : 
as we grow older, each step is an awakening. The youth awakes, 
as he thinks, from childhood — the full-grown man despises the 
pursuits of youth as visionary — the old man looks on manhood 
as a feverish dream. The grave the last sleep? No; it is the 
last and final awakening. 

“ Edinburgh, May 15.— It is impossible not to compare this 
return to Edinburgh with others in more happy times. But 
we should rather recollect under what distress of mind I took 
up my lodgings in Mrs. Brown’s last summer. — Went to Court 
and resumed old habits. Heard the true history of-, 2 Im¬ 

agination renders us liable to be the victims of occasional low 
spirits. All belonging to this gifted, as it is called, but often 
unhappy class, must have felt, that but for the dictates of relig¬ 
ion, or the natural recoil of the mind from the idea of dissolu¬ 
tion, there have been times when they would have been willing 
to throw away life as a child does a broken toy. I am sure I 
know one who has often felt so. 0 God! what are we ? — 
Lords of nature ? —Why, a tile drops from a house-top, which an 
elephant would not feel more than the fall of a sheet of paste¬ 
board, and there lies his lordship. Or something of inconceiv¬ 
ably minute origin—the pressure of a bone, or the inflamma¬ 
tion of a particle of the brain—takes place, and the emblem of 
the Deity destroys himself or some one else. We hold our 
health and our reason on terms slighter than one would desire, 
were it in their choice, to hold an Irish cabin.” 

These are melancholy entries. Most of those from which 
they have been selected begin withB. for Bheumatism, or B. B. 
for Bheumatism redoubled, and then mark the number of leaves 

1 “Poems by the late Honourable W. B. Spencer,” p. 45. 

2 Sir Walter had this morning heard of the suicide of a man of warm 
imagination, to whom, at an earlier period, he was much attached. 


mmi to lliitliintyii«* thr proof sheets for press— or 

fill’ nilriiliiftimH on whirh he reluctantly made up his mind to 
r\i*‘ni| the tale id 1 tmmuparte Imm six to seven, from seven to 
’’b-thl, anil finally irom eight- to nine thick and closely-printed 
\ olumeH. 


I hiring the early months of 1 H‘J7* however, he vari- 

ottfi mnmr t nu’ts a I hi i: for the Quarterly Review, an article on 
41 M ,Mk*m/m’s Lift' and Works of John Home, author of Doug- 
hen” winch m, in farf* a rich tdiapter of Scott's own early remi- 
mrn'mvvtt> ami gives many interesting sketches of the literary 
Hoeiefy of Krotljiiid in the age of which Mackenzie was the last 


honoured relie; and for the Foreign Quarterly Review, then 
newly started under the editorship of Mr, R, I\ Lillies, an in¬ 
genious and elalwirate paper on the writings of the German 
novels,nt Hoffman. 'Dus article, it is proper to observe, was a 
Iteitelioitoff to Mr. Gillies, whose pea*uniary affairs rendered 
iinris mount mice very desirable. Scott's generosity in this mat¬ 
ter tor it wan exact!) giving a poor brother author L.100 at 
fh*' e\|»rii?it* id romhlerabic lime and drudgery to himself — 1 
flunk if uerce-ian to men! ton ; the date of the exertion requires 
it of me I * j i l si ic lg in fact, had been in numberless instances 


his me!hod of serving literary persons who had little or no 
chum on bun, except that they were id' that class. I have not 
o 4 uiceivi*»l if delicate to specify many things of this kind; but 
I am at liberty to state, that when he wrote his first article for 
the Kne)clnpmdui Supplement* and the editor of that work, Mr. 
Mipnrv Nnpmr <a Whig in polities* and with whom he had 
hard!) any personal acquaintance}, brought him L.I00 m* his 
I'rtioiiir i at inn, Sir Walter said 11 Now tell me frankly, if I 
don’t fake this money* does it go into your pocket or your pub- 
ludiei ? f»»r it i* impossible for me to accept a penny of it 
from a literary brother," Mr, Napier assured him that the 
arrangements of the work were such, that the editor had noth¬ 


ing to tin with the fund destined for contributions. Scott then 
junketed bin du«% with the observation* that u he had trees to 
plant* and no conscience as to the purse of his fat friend n 
!«» wit, Goiifftabte, 

At tins jmriotl, the Edinburgh Diary very seldom mentions 
anything that could !*e called a dinner-party. Skene he often 
itty •* Inn good Samaritan: M he was now tlte usual companion 
uf" whatever walks lie was wilting or able to indulge im He 
mid Inn tlmitftitcr partook generally once in every weak the 
family meal uf Mr, ami Mrs. Skene; and they did the like 
i* r«istntmlly with n few other old friends, chinny those of the 



Clerk’s table. When an exception occurs, it is easy to see that 
the scene of social gaiety was doubly grateful from its rarity. 
Thus one entry, referring to a party at Mr. J. A. Murray’s, 1 
says — “ met Jeffrey, Cockburn, Rutherfurd, and others of 
that file. Very pleasant — capital good cheer and excellent 
wine —ranch laugh and fun. I do not know how it is, but 
when I am out with a party of my Opposition friends, the day 
is often merrier than when with our own set. Is it because 
they are cleverer ? Jeffrey and Harry Cockburn are to be 
sure very extraordinary men; yet it is not owing to that en¬ 
tirely. I believe both parties meet with the feeling of some¬ 
thing like novelty — we have not worn out our jests in daily 
contact. There is also a disposition on such occasions to be 
courteous, and of course to be pleased.” Another evening, 
spent in Rose Court, seems to have given him especial delight. 
He says —“I wrote hard till dressing time, when I went to 
Will Clerk’s to dinner. As a bachelor, and keeping a small 
establishment, he does not do these things often, but they are 
proportionally pleasant when they come round. He had trusted 
Sir Adam to bespeak his dinner, who did it con amove , so we 
had excellent cheer, and the wines were various and capital. 
As I before hinted, it is not every day that MCST ab mounts on 
horseback, 2 and so our landlord had a little of that solicitude 
that the party should go off well, which is very flattering to 
the guests. We had a very pleasant evening. The Chief- 
Commissioner was there, Admiral Adam, J. A. Murray, Tom 
Thomson, &c. &c., — Sir Adam predominating at the head, and 
dancing what he calls his merry-andrada in great style. In 
short, we really laughed, and real laughter is a thing as rare 
as real tears. I must say, too, there was a heart —a kindly 
feeling prevailed over the party. Can London give such a 
dinner ?—it may, but I never saw one—they are too cold and 

critical to be easily pleased.-1 hope the Baimatyne Club 

will be really useful and creditable. Thomson is superintend¬ 
ing a capital edition of Sir James Melville’s Memoirs. It is 
brave to see how he wags Ms Scots tongue, and what a differ¬ 
ence there is in the form and firmness of the language, com¬ 
pared to the mincing English edition in which he has hitherto 
been alone known.” 

1 He "became Lord Advocate, and afterwards a Judge of the Court of 
Session, by the title of Lord Murray. 

2 That singular personage, the late M‘Nab of that ilk , spent his life 
almost entirely in a district where a boat was the usual conveyance. I 
suspect, however, that there is an allusion to some particular anecdote 
which I have not recovered. 



Ni& wonder that, it should hi* a sweet relief from Buonaparte 
iiihI 1 dttehcj ti i see M*Njth ott horseback, and Sir Adam Per- 
ummm in hi* miMTy amlraila exaltation, and laugh over old 
stories with the f1iieh<'ommissioner, and hear Mr. 
Thomas Thomson report progress an to the doings of fho 
Bafimtfy nt* ( 4 Itth, Bat I apprehend every reader will nee that 

Htr Wither was huhIc^I by his own modesty, when lie doubted 
whether Loudon eould afford symposia of ‘the same sort. He 
iotaelH that he had never mixed in the society of London 
exeejti in the capacity of a stranger, a rare visitor, the un¬ 
rivalled literary marvel of the time, ami that every party at 
whieli he dined wan got up expressly on his account, and con¬ 
st! linted, whoever might ho the landlord, on the natural prin¬ 
ciple of bringing together iih many an the table could hold — 
to fire and hear Sir Walter Seott. lienee, if lie dined with a 
Mmmter of State, he wan likely to find himself seated with 
linlf the Liihmet- if with a Bishop, half the Bench had been 
collected. A* a matter of course, every man wan anxious to 
grtilifv (*n ho rare an occasion, an many as ho eould of those 
who, in rune they were uninvited, would he likely to reproach 
him tor the omission. 'The result wan a crowding together of 
loti many rival eminences; and In' very seldom, indeed, wit¬ 
nessed the delightful remdt ho constantly produced in London 
by the intermingling of distinguished persons of various classes, 
full of faeta and views new to each oilier — and neither chilled 
nor perplexed hy the pernicious and degrading trickery of 
lionising* But besides, it. was unfair to institute any com¬ 
parison tm!ween the society of comparative strangers and that 
of old friends dear from boyhood. lie could not have his 
<‘forks and I'VrgmiHoim both in Edinburgh and in London. 
Enough. however, of commentary on a very plain text. 

That season was further enlivened by one public dinner, 
iih* 1 this, though very briefly noticed in Scott's Diary, occupied 
a large space in public attention at the time, and, I believe 1 
may mb!, several columns in every newspaper in Europe. 11 in 
good friend William Murray, manager of tne Edinburgh Thea¬ 
tre, invited him to preside at the first festival of a charitable 
fund for decayed performers, lie agreed, and on Friday the 
2»td February took the ehuir, being supported by the Furl of 
Fife, Lori I Memhnvbank, Sir »Iolm Hope of Pinkie, Admiral 
Adam, Hubert Diimiiis of Armston, letter Robertson, and many 
at her ttersoitiit friends, Lord Meadowbunk had come on short 
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^xeeption of quotations, there is not a single word that was not derived 
from myself, or suggested in the course of my reading. The wand is now 
broken, and the book buried. You will allow me further to say, with 
Prospero, it is your breath that has filled my sails, and to crave one single 
toast in the capacity of the author of these novels. I would fain dedicate 
a bumper to the health of one who has represented several of those char¬ 
acters, of which I had endeavoured to give the skeleton, with a truth and 
liveliness for which I may well be grateful. I beg leave to propose the 
health of my friend Bailie Nicol Jarvie — and I am sure, that when the 
author of Waverley and Rob Roy drinks to Mcol Jarvie, it will be re¬ 
ceived with the just applause to which that gentleman has always been 
accustomed, — nay, that you will take care that on the present occasion 
it shall be pro —di—gi— ous 1 ” (Long and vehement applause.) 

Mr. Mackay. — 11 My conscience! My worthy father the deacon could 
never have believed that his son would hae sic a compliment paid to him 
by the Great Unknown 1 ” 

Sir Walter Scott.— “ The Small Known now, Mr. Bailie! ” 

The reader may, perhaps, expect that I should endeavour 
to name the “ upwards of twenty persons ” whom Sir Walter 
alluded to on this occasion as having been put into the secret 
of the Waverley Kovels, previously, and without reference, to 
tbe catastrophe of 1826. I am by no means sure that I can 
give the complete list: but in addition to immediate members 
of the author’s own family — (including his mother and his 
brother Thomas) — there were Constable, Cadell, the two Bal- 
lantynes — two persons employed in the printing-office, namely, 
Daniel M‘Corkindale and Daniel Eobertson — Mr. Terry, Mr. 
Baidlaw, Mr. Train, and Mr. G. H. Gordon—Charles Duke of 
Buccleuch, Lady Louisa Stuart, Lord Montagu, Lord and Lady 
Polwarth, Lord Kinnedder, Sir Adam Fergusson, Mr. Morritt, 
Mr. and Mrs. Skene, Mr. William Clerk, Mr. Eose, Mr. Hay 
Donaldson, Mr. Thomas Shortreed, Mr. John Eichardson, and 
Mr. Thomas Moore. 

We now reach the completion of that severe task — the Life 
of Hapoleon: and following instantly, the commencement of 
the charming Tales of a Grandfather. 

“ Diary. — June 5. — Proofs. Parliament-House till two. 
Commenced the character of Buonaparte. To-morrow being a 
Teind-day, I may hope to get it finished. — June 10. — Eose 
•with the odd consciousness of being free of my daily task. I 
have heard that the fish-women go to church of a Sunday 
with their creels new washed, and. a few stones in them for 
ballast, just because they cannot walk steadily without their 
usual load. I feel something like them, and rather inclined to 
*take np some light task, than to be altogether idle. I have my 
proof-sheets, to be sure; but what are these to a whole day ? 
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to relieve him, and dictated while I wrote. I have performed 
the same service to several other persons, most of whom 
walked up and down the apartment while excogitating what 
was to be committed to writing; they sometimes stopt, too, 
and, like those who fail in a leap and return upon their course 
to take the advantage of another race, endeavoured to hit 
upon something additional by perusing over my shoulder what 
was already set down,—mending a phrase, perhaps, or recast¬ 
ing a sentence, till they should recover their wind. None of 
these aids were necessary to Sir Walter: his thoughts flowed 
easily and felicitously, without any difficulty to lay hold of 
them, or to find appropriate language; which was evident by 
the absence of all solicitude (miseria cogitandi ) from his coun¬ 
tenance. He sat in his chair, from which he rose now and then, 
took a volume from the book-case, consulted it, and restored it 
to the shelf — all without intermission in the current of ideas, 
which continued to be delivered with no less readiness than if 
his mind had been wholly occupied with the words he was 
uttering. It soon became apparent to me, however, that he 
was carrying on two distinct trains of thought, one of which 
was already arranged, and in the act of being spoken, while at 
the same time he was in advance considering what was after¬ 
wards to be said. This I discovered by his sometimes intro¬ 
ducing a word which was wholly out of place —entertained 
instead of denied , for example, — but which I presently found 
to belong to the next sentence, perhaps four or five lines 
farther on, which he had been preparing at the very moment 
that he gave me the words of the one that preceded it.. Ex¬ 
temporaneous orators of course, and no doubt many writers, 
think as rapidly as was done by Sir Walter; but the mind is 
wholly occupied with what the lips are uttering or the pen is 
tracing. I do not remember any other instance in which it 
could be said that two threads were kept hold of at once — 
connected with each other indeed, but grasped at different 
points.” 

The Life of Buonaparte, then, was at last published about 
the middle of June 1827. Two years had elapsed since Scott 
began it; but, by a careful comparison of dates, I have arrived 
at the conclusion that, his expeditions to Ireland and Paris, 
and the composition of novels and critical miscellanies, being 
duly allowed for, the historical task occupied hardly more than 
twelve months. The book was closely printed; in fact, if it 
had been printed on the original model of his novels, the Life 
of Buonaparte would have filled from thirteen to fourteen vol- 



nmAR: the work of one twelvemonth — done in the midst of 
pain, sorrow, and ruin. 

The general curiosity with which it was expected, and the 
satisfaction with which high and candid minds perused it, can¬ 
not be better described than in the words of the author’s most 
illustrious literary contemporary. 

‘ 4 Walter Scott,” says Goethe, ‘‘passed his childhood among the stir¬ 
ring scenes of the American War, and was a youth of seventeen or eighteen 
when the Trench Revolution broke out. Now well advanced in the fifties, 
having all along been favourably placed for observation, he proposes to 
lay before us his views and recollections of the important events through 
which he has lived. The richest, the easiest, the most celebrated narrator 
of the century, undertakes to write the history of his own time. 

“ What expectations the announcement of such a work must have ex¬ 
cited in me, will be understood by any one who remembers that I, twenty 
years older than Scott, conversed with Paoli in the twentieth year of my 
age, and with Napoleon himself in the sixtieth. 

“ Through that long series of years, coming more or less into contact 
with the great doings of the world, I failed not to think seriously on what 
was passing around me, and, after my own fashion, to connect so many 
extraordinary mutations into something like arrangement and interde¬ 
pendence. 

“ What could now be more delightful to me, than leisurely and calmly 
to sit down and listen to the discourse of such a man, while clearly, truly, 
and with all the skill of a great artist, he recalls to me the incidents on 
which through life I have meditated, and the influence of which is still 
daily in operation ? ’ ’ — Kunst und AUherthum. 

The lofty impartiality with which Scott treats the personal 
character of Buonaparte, was of course sure to make all ultrar 
politicians both at home and abroad condemn his representa¬ 
tion; and an equally general and better founded exception 
was taken to the lavish imagery of his historical style. He 
despised the former clamour—to the latter he bowed submis¬ 
sive. He could not, whatever character he might wish to as¬ 
sume, cease to be one of the greatest of poets. Metaphorical 
illustrations, which men born with prose in their souls hunt 
for painfully, and find only to murder, were to him the natural 
and necessary offspring and playthings of ever-teeming fancy. 
He could not write a note to his printer — he could not speak 
to himself in his Diary—without introducing them. Tew will 
say that his historical style is, on the whole, excellent—none 
that it is perfect; but it is completely unaffected, and therefore 
excites nothing of the unpleasant feeling with which we con¬ 
sider the elaborate artifices of a far greater historian — the 
greatest that our literature can boast — Gibbon. The rapidity 
of the execution infers many inaccuracies as to minor matters 
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of fact; but it is nevertheless true that no inaccuracy affecting 
the character of the book as a fair record of great events, has 
to this hour been detected by the malevolent ingenuity of 
Jacobin or Buonapartist. Even the most hostile examiners 
were obliged to acknowledge that the gigantic career of their 
idol had been traced, in its leading features, with wonderful 
truth and spirit. Ho civilian, it was universally admitted, had 
ever before described modern battles and campaigns with any 
approach to his daring and comprehensive felicity. The pub¬ 
lic, ever unwilling to concede a new species of honour to a name 
already covered with distinction, listened eagerly for a while to 
the indignant reclamations of nobodies, whose share in mighty 
transactions had been omitted, or slightly misrepresented; but, 
ere long, all these pompous rectifications were summed up— 
and found to constitute nothing hut a contemptible monument 
of self-deluding vanity. The work, devoured at first with 
breathless delight, had a shade thrown over it for a time by 
the pertinacious blustering of these angry Lilliputians; but it 
has now emerged, slowly and surely, from the mist of suspicion 
— and few, whose opinions deserve much attention, hesitate 
to avow their conviction that, whoever may be the Polybius 
of the modern Hannibal, posterity will recognise his Livy in 
Scott. 

Woodstock, as we have seen, placed upwards of L.8000 in 
the hands of Sir Walter's creditors. The Hapoleon (first and 
second editions) produced for them a sum which it even now 
startles me to mention, — L.18,000. As by the time the his¬ 
torical work was published, nearly half of the First Series of 
Chronicles of the Canongate had been written, it is obvious 
that the amount to which Scott's literary industry, from the 
close of 1825, to the 10th of June 1827, had diminished his 
debt, cannot be stated at less than L.28,000. Had health 
been spared him, how soon must he have freed himself from 
all his encumbrances! 



CHAPTEE XT. 


Death of Constable — Controversy with Gourgaud — Excursion to Dur¬ 
ham —Publication of the Chronicles of the Canongate and Tales of a 

Grandfather — Religious Discourses—Eair Maid .of Perth — Anne of 

Geierstein—Threatening of Apoplexy—Death of Thomas Purdie. 

1827-1829. 

My wife and I spent tlie summer of 1827. partly at a sea- 
bathing place near Edinburgh, and partly in Roxburghshire. 
The arrival of his daughter and her children at Portobello 
was a source of constant refreshment to Scott during June; 
for every other day he came down and dined there, and strolled 
about afterwards on the beach; thus interrupting, beneficially 
for his health, and I doubt not for the result of his labours 
also, the new custom of regular night-work, or, as he called it, 
of serving double-tides. When the Court released him, and he 
returned to Abbotsford, his family did what they could to keep 
him to his ancient evening habits; but nothing was so useful 
as the presence of his invalid grandson. The poor child was 
at this time so far restored as to be able to sit his pony again; 
and Sir Walter, who had, as the reader has observed, conceived, 
the very day he finished Napoleon, the notion of putting to¬ 
gether a series of Tales on the history of Scotland, somewhat 
in the manner of Mr. Croker’s on that of England, rode daily 
among the woods with his “Hugh Littlejohn,” and told the 
story, and ascertained that it suited the comprehension of boy¬ 
hood, before he reduced it to writing. Sibyl Grey had been 
dismissed in consequence of the accident at the Catrail; and 
he had now stooped his pride to a sober, steady creature, of 
very humble blood; “dun, with black mane and legs; by name 
Douce Davie, alias the Covenanter. This, the last of his steeds, 
by the way, had been previously in the possession of a jolly old 
laird near Peebles, and acquired a distinguished reputation by 
its skill in carrying him home safely when drunk. Douce 
Davie, on such occasions, accommodated himself to the swerv- 
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flu* ih’t iiiiH- stood off to a man when it wan understood that 
111** Slifiiff coveted tin! Mueces.sion. 

11i»* rhromeles of the i kmongnto proceeded pari pantm with 
tip* hi.ilunral tales; and both works worn published before 
tin* mol til the \our. He alsosuperintended, at the same time, 
tbf lust roller!ion of bin Prone Miscellanies, in six volumes 
•Hi.it, several arfudes being remodelled and extended to adapt 
them tor a more permanent sort of existence than had been, 
originally thought «»f. Moreover, lie penned that autumn his 

mliful ami .instructive Artiele on the Planting of Waste 
Pattd.’i* which in indeed no other than a precious chapter of 
Iitii autobiography, What he wrote of new matter between 
Jiiiteiiiiil I>rreiiibei\ tills from live to six volumes in the late 
uniform edit am of Ids works; but all this was light and easy 
aft or the perilous drudgery of the preceding eighteen months. 

I hi the *«d of July* his IHary notes the death of Mr. (km- 
fttiiblo; M This might have been a mast important thing to 
me if it had happened some years ago, and I should then have 
lamented if much. He has lived to do me some injury; yet, 
e o ept mg f he lant Lain mi, l think most \mintrntionally. He 
was a pi nice of hunk.soi I era, (’unstable was a violent tempered 
uo'tii with tlowe lie dared use freedom with. He, was easily 
merawed by people of consequence; but, as usual, took it out 
»d fltn.no whom poverty made subservient to him. Yet he was 
geneima, and far from bad hearted: in person good-looking, 
but %vr\ eorputmit latterly ; a large feeder, and deep drinker, till 
hi v health became weak. He died of water in the chest, winch 
t he it,if oral nt length of Ids constitution set long at defiance. I 
have no great reason to regret him; yet l do. If lie deceived 
iip% lie aba» deceived himself.” 

Poimtable’s npint liinl been effectually broken by his down¬ 
fall. To sloop from being primuH ttlrntjut* Hvrundi) among the 
Edinburgh booksellers, to be the omipant of an ohseure closet 
of a diop, tut hunt capital, without credit, all his mighty under¬ 
takings iiliiitiilotied w* gone into other hands, except indeed his 
Msarelhujy, whu li lie kid now no resources for pushing on in 
ftic ta iliion lit* once euntempluted, — this reverse was too 
touch tor that nrmid heart. He no longer opposed a deter¬ 
mined mind to the ailments of the body, and sunk on the 2 lst 
id tills mouth, having, m ! am told, looked, long ere he took to 
lieii lied* at leant ten yews older than lit' was. He died in his 
Ibitli year; but into*that space he had crowded vastly more 
lIni11 ifie usual average of mid anil energy, of hilarity and tri¬ 
umph, wet |rrli#ipa of anxiety ami misery. 
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pleasure of a visit to lii« daughter in London, he then added — 
4 * Imvu had as much happiness in my time as most men, and I 
unmt not. complain now.’ I said, that whatever had been his 
nharo or happiness, no man could have laboured better for it. 
He answered — * I consider the capacity to labour as part of 
the happiness I have enjoyed.’ 

“ A substitute for walking, which he always very cheerfully 
used, and which at last became his only resource for any dis¬ 
tant ^ excursion, was a ride in a four-wheeled open carriage, 
holding four persons, but not absolutely limited to that number 
on an emergeney. Tame as this exercise might be in compari¬ 
son with riding on horseback, or with walking under propitious 
eircumstances, yet as lie was rolled along to Melrose, or Bow- 
hill, or Yair, his spirits always freshened; the air, the sounds, 
the familiar yet romantic scenes, wakened up all the poetry of 
his thoughts, and happy wore they who hoard it resolve itself 
into words. At the sight of certain objects — for example, in 
passing the green foundations of the little chapel of Lindean, 
where the body of the £ Dark Knight of Liddesdale ’ was de¬ 
posited on its way to Melrose,— it would, I suppose, have 
boon impossible for him, unless with a companion hopelessly 
unsusceptible or preoccupied, to forbear some passing com¬ 
ment, some harping (if the word may bo favourably used) on 
the tradition of the place. This was, perhaps, what he called 
4 bestowing his tediousness; ’ but if any one could think these 
effusions tedious because they often broke forth, such a man 
might have objected against the rushing of the Tweed, or the 
stirring of the trees in the wind, or any other natural melody, 
that ho had heard the same thing before. 

i( Home days of my visit were marked by an almost perpet¬ 
ual confinement to the house; the rain being incessant. But 
the evenings were as bright and cheerful as the atmosphere of 
the days was dreary. Not that the gloomiest morning could 
ever be wearisome where, independently of the resources in 
society which the house afforded, tlie visitor might ransack a 
library, unique, 1 suppose, in some of its collections, and in all 
its departments interesting and characteristic of the founder. 
Ho many of the volumes were enriched with anecdotes or com¬ 
ments in his own hand, that to look over his books was in some 
degree conversing with him. And sometimes this occupation 
was pleasantly interrupted by a snatch of actual conversation 
with himself, when he entered from his own room to consult 
or take away a book. How often have I heard with pleasure, 
after a long silence, the uneven step, the point of the stick 
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Im4 mode Miily a little way in the shrubbery-walks overlooking 
fito Tweed, whvn flu* rain drove us hark, ‘ Tin* river, swollen 
and ito*ndoured, swept by majestically, and the sight drew 
from Sir Wall or hi a favourite lines — 

' Fve H*nni l'wrr<t*H Hilvrr Mlnnuns, glittering in the sunny beams, 
Tutu Utuitih an*l Tub, uh they rolled on thrir way. 1 

There could not ha\e been a hatter moment, for appreciating 
tlio tumgen of Urn last line. I think it was in this short walk 
th.ll hr ntrntmnrd to me, with great satisfaction, the favourable 
I»i'«t.Hprrf m o! liis literary indnstry, and spoke sanguinoly of 
retrn*\ m * Itm hnses with the booksellers,” 

Towards the end of August, Sir Walter's Diary has a good 
deal about an alLur winch, however, annoyed his family much 
more than himself. Among the documents laid before him in 
the t ‘olomal i Mlire, when he visited London at the close of 
DOi s were some which represented one of Buonaparte’s attend¬ 
ants at Hi. Helena, Uenernl Uourguud, as having boon guilty 
of gross tin fin rtiess, giving the English (Jovenmumt private 
information that the Emperor's complaints of ill-usage were 
utterly unfounded* and yet then, amt afterwards, aiding and 
assisting tin* delusion in France as to the harshness of Sir 
Hudson Lowe's conduct towards his captive. Bir Walter, when 
using ttuns' remarkable documents, guessed that (hmrgaud 
might f*e inclined to fix a personal quarrel on himself; and 
there now appeared in the newspapers a succession of hints 
that the Cftnteml was seriously bent on this purpose. Ho 
applied, ns i 'ahwrt t*nnjtj would have done forty years before, 
to /Vie ihmmri, He writes to William Flerk on the 27th: — 
** f am about to chum an especiiil service from you in the name 
of our hmg and intimate friendship, I understand that Gen¬ 
eral Uourgami has, or is about to set out for London, to verify 
the tarts averred concerning him in my history of Napoleon. 
Now, in cane of u personal appeal to me, I have to say that 
tuu, confessions to Baron Htnrmer, (burnt Balmain, and others 
ut St, Helena - confirmed by him in various recorded conversa¬ 
tions milt Mr* Ciottliittrti, then Undnr-Beoretary of State— were 
df»ntmctth< of n historical nature which I found with others in 
the thtinmul (Hlicc, and wm therefore perfectly entitled to use. 
If Itbi language him been misrepresented, he has certainly been 
very unfortunate; for it him mien misrepresented by four or 
fi ve different people to whom he said the same things—true 
*ir fulfils he knows \mt I also aeted with dcdicaey towards 
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Before Gourgaud fell quite asleep, Sir Walter received an 
invitation from Lord and Lady Ravensworth to meet the Duke 
of Wellington at their castle near Durham. The Duke was 
then making a progress in the north of England, to which 
additional importance was given by the condition of politics ; 
— the chance of Lord Goderich’s being able to maintain him¬ 
self as Canning’s successor seeming very precarious — and the 
opinion that his Grace must soon be called to the helm of State 
gaining ground every day. Sir Walter, who felt for the Great 
Captain the pure and exalted devotion that might have been 
expected from some honoured soldier of his banners, accepted 
this invitation, and witnessed a scene of enthusiasm with which 
its principal object could hardly have been more gratified than 
he was. The most remarkable feature was a grand dinner in 
the Episcopal Castle at Durham — that See being as yet un¬ 
shorn of its Palatine magnificence. “On the 3d October,” 
says his Diary, “we dined about one hundred and forty or 
fifty men — a distinguished company — 

4 Lords and Dukes and noble Princes, 

All the pride and flower of Spain . 1 

We dined in the old baronial hall, impressive from its rude 
antiquity, and fortunately free from the plaster of former im¬ 
provement, as I trust it will long be from the gingerbread taste 
of modem Gothicisers. The bright moon streaming in through 
the old Gothic windows contrasted strangely with the artificial 
lights within; spears, banners, and armour were intermixed 
with the pictures of old bishops, and the whole had a singular 
mixture of baronial pomp with the grave and more chastened 
dignity of prelacy. The conduct of our reverend entertainer 
suited the character remarkably well. Amid the welcome of 
a Count Palatine he did not for an instant forget the gravity 
of the Church dignitary. All his toasts were gracefully given, 
and his little speeches well made, and the more affecting that 
the failing voice sometimes reminded us that our host laboured 
under the infirmities of advanced life.” I was favoured at 
the time with a letter from Dr. Philpotts (now Bishop of 
Exeter) who said — “I never saw curiosity and enthusiasm so 
highly excited, and I may add, as to a great part of the com¬ 
pany, so nearly balanced. Sometimes I doubted whether the 
hero or the poet was fixing most attention—the latter, I need 
hardly tell you, appeared unconscious that he was regarded 
differently from the others about him, until the good Bishop 
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i >ofore, Their good (conduct. had given (‘very one of them a 
: icnv elevation in Ida own mind -and yet their demeanour had 
gained, in place of losing, in simple humility of observance. 
I'ho groat loss was that of William Laid law, for whom (the 
.estate being all but a fragment in the hands of the trustees 
tuid their agent) there was now no occupation hero. The 
/ottago, which his taste had eonveried into a loveable retreat, 
tiiid found a rent-paying tenant; and he was living a dozen 
rniles off on the*, farm of a relation in tin*. Vale of Yarrow, 
livery week, however, ho came down to have a ramble with 
Hir Walter over their old haunts —to lu*ar how the pecuniary 
atmosphere was darkening or brightening; and to road in 
0 very face a.t Abbotsford, that it could never bo itself again 
iitd.il^ eireumstanees should permit his re-establishment at 
Jiaeside, 

All this warm and respectful solicitude must have had a 
salutary influence on the mind of Scott, who may be said to 
Dave lived upon love. No man eared less about popular 
admiration and applause; but for blits least chill on the affco¬ 
tton of any near and dear to him he had tin*, sensitiveness of a 
jtiaideu. I cannot forget, in particular, how his eyes sparkled 
■when ho first pointed out to me Peter Mathieson guiding the 
plough on the haugh.: 44 Hgad,” said he, “ auld PvpoP (this was 
Idie children^ name for their good friend) — 4 ‘ auld PepPn 
whistling at his darg. The honest fellow said, a yoking in 
zx deep held would do baith him and the biaekies good. If 
things get round with me, easy shall be Pope's cushion.” In 
general, during that autumn, I thought Sir Walter enjoyed 
much his usual spirits; and often, no doubt, he did so, His 
Diary, however, shews {what, perhaps many of his intimates 
<ioubted during his lifetime) that, in spite of the dignified 
equanimity which characterised all his conversation with man- 
kind, ho had his full share of the delicate sensibilities, the 
mysterious ups and downs, the wayward melancholy, and 
fantastic sunbeams of the poetical temperament. It is only 
with imaginative minds, in truth, that sorrows of the spirit 
lire enduring. Those he had encountered wore veiled from 
the eye of the world, but they lasted with his life. 

The first series of Chronicles of the Canongate—* (which 
title supplanted that of The Canongate Miscellany, or Tradi¬ 
tions of the Sanctuary)-— was published early in the winter. 
The contents were, the Highland Willow, the Two Drovers, 
mid the Surgeon's Daughter —all in their styles excellent, 


with the rest; and certain preliminary chapters 
generally considered as still better than the stories 
duce. The portraiture of Mrs. Murray Keith, und 
of Mrs. Bethune Baliol, and that of Chrystal 
throughout, appear to me unsurpassed in Scott’s w 
the former, I am assured he has mixed up various 
his own beloved mother; and in the latter, ther< 
doubt that a good deal was taken from nobody 1 
In fact, the choice of the hero’s residence, the ori^ 
the book, and a world of minor circumstances, we] 
by painful circumstances recorded in his Diary ol 
had, while toiling his life out for his creditors, re 
ous threatenings of severe treatment from the L< 
formerly alluded to, Messrs. Abud and Co.; and, 
one occasion, he made every preparation for taking 
the Sanctuary of Holyroodhouse. Although these 
well aware that at Christmas 1827 a very large div: 
be paid on the Ballantyne debt, they could not 
selves to comprehend that their interest lay in all< 
the free use of his time; that by thwarting and ha 
personally, nothing was likely to be achieved but t‘ 
up of the trust, and the settlement of the insoh 
affairs on the usual terms of a sequestration. The 
understand nothing, but that the very unanimity < 
creditors as to the propriety of being gentle wit 
dered it extremely probable that their own harsl 
be rewarded by immediate payment of their wh< 
They fancied that the trustees would clear off an 
rather than disturb the arrangements generally ad< 
fancied that, in case they laid Sir Walter Scott in ] 
would be some extraordinary burst of feeling in E 
that private friends would interfere ; — in short, 
way or another, they should get hold, without fa - 
of their “pound of flesh.” — Two paragraphs fron 
will be enough as to this unpleasant subject: — 
u October 31. — Just as I was merrily cutting a 
my trees, arrives Mr. Gibson with a very melancho 
indeed the news he brought was shocking enough. 
Mr. Abud has given positive orders to take oi 
against me for his debt. This breaks all the meas 
resolved on, and prevents the dividend from takii 
which many poor persons will be great sufferers, 
the alternative will be more painful to my feeling 
udicial to my interests. To submit to a seques - 
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allow the creditors to take what they can get, will be the 
inevitable consequence. This will cut short my labour by 
several years, which I might spend, and spend in vain, in 
endeavouring to meet their demands. I suppose that I, the 
Chronicler of the Canongate, will have to take up my residence 
in the Sanctuary, unless I prefer the more airy residence of 
the Calton Jail, or a trip to the Isle of Man. November 4.— 
Put my papers in some order, and prepared for the journey. 
It is in the style of the Emperors of Abyssinia, who proclaim, 

‘ Cut down the Kantuffa in the four quarters of the world, for 
I know not where I am going.’ Yet, were it not for poor 
Anne’s doleful looks, I would feel firm as a piece of granite. 
Even the poor dogs seem to fawn on me with anxious meaning, 
as if there were something going on they could not compre¬ 
hend. Set off at twelve, firmly resolved in body and mind. 
But when I arrived in Edinburgh at my faithful friend Mr. 
Gibson’s — lo! the scene had again changed, and a new hare is 
started.” 

The “ new hare ” was this. It transpired in the very nick 
of time, that a suspicion of usury attached to these Israelites 
in a transaction with Hurst & Robinson, as to one or more of 
the bills for which the house of Ballantyne had become respon¬ 
sible. This suspicion assumed a shape sufficiently tangible to 
justify that house’s trustees in carrying the point before the 
Court of Session. Thus, though the Court decided in favour 
of the Abuds, time was gained; and as soon as the decision 
was pronounced, Scott heard also that the Jews’ debt was 
settled. In fact, Sir William Eorbes, whose banking-house 
was one of Messrs. Ballantyne’s chief creditors, had crowned 
his generous efforts for Scott’s relief by privately paying the 
whole of Abud’s demand (nearly L.2000) out of his own pocket 
— ranking as an ordinary creditor for the amount; and taking 
care at the same time that his old friend should be allowed 
to believe that the affair had merged quietly in the general 
measures of the trustees. It was not until some time after 
Sir William’s death, that Sir Walter learned what had been 
done on this occasion; and I may as well add here, that he 
died in utter ignorance of some services of a like sort which, 
he owed to the secret liberality of three of his brethren at the 
Clerk’s table — Hector Macdonald Buchanan, Colin Mackenzie, 
and Sir Robert Dundas. I ought not to omit, that as soon as 
Sir Walter’s eldest son heard of the Abud business, he left 
Ireland for Edinburgh; but before he reached his father, the 
alarm had blown over. 



This vision of the real Canongate has drawn me away from 
the Chronicles of Mr. Croftangry. The scenery of his patri¬ 
monial inheritance was sketched from that of Carmichael, the 
ancient and now deserted mansion of the noble family of 
Hyndford; but for his strongly Scottish feelings about part¬ 
ing with his land, and stem efforts to suppress them, the 
author had not to go so far afield. Christie Steele’s brief 
character of Croftangry’s ancestry, too, appears to suit well all 
that we have on record concerning his own more immediate 
progenitors of the stubborn race of Raeburn: — “ They werena 
ill to the poor folk, sir, and that is aye something; they were 
just decent bein bodies. Ony poor creature that had face to 
beg got an awmous, and welcome; they that were shamefaced 
gaed by, and twice as welcome. But they keepit an honest 
walk before God and man, the Croftangrys; and as I said 
before, if they did little good, they did as little ill. They 
lifted their rents and spent them; called in their kain and eat 
them; gaed to the kirk of a Sunday; bowed civilly if folk 
took aff their bannets as they gaed by, and lookit as black as 
sin at them that keepit them on.” I shall give no offence by 
adding that many things in the character and manners of Mr. 
Gideon Gray of Middlemas, in the Tale of the Surgeon’s 
Daughter, were considered at the time by Sir Walter’s neigh¬ 
bours on Tweedside as copied from Dr. Ebenezer Clarkson of 
Selkirk. “He was,” says the Chronicler, “of such reputa¬ 
tion in the medical world, that he had been often advised to 
exchange the village and its meagre circle of practice for 
Edinburgh. There is no creature in Scotland that works 
harder, and is more poorly requited, than the country doctor, 
unless perhaps it may be his horse. Yet the horse is, and 
indeed must be, hardy, active, and indefatigable, in spite of a 
rough coat and indifferent condition; and so you will often 
find in his master, under a blunt exterior, professional skill 
and enthusiasm, intelligence, humanity, courage, and science.” 
A true picture — a portrait from the life, of Scott’s hard- 
riding, benevolent, and sagacious old friend, “to all the coun¬ 
try dear.” 

These Chronicles were not received with exceeding favour 
at the time; and Sir Walter was a good deal discouraged. In¬ 
deed he seems to have been with some difficulty persuaded by 
Cadell and Ballantyne that it would not do for him to “lie 
fallow ” as a novelist; and then, when he in compliance with 
their entreaties began a Second Canongate Series,^ they were 
both disappointed with his MS., and told him their opinions 



bo plainly that; Inn good-nature wan sharply tried. The Tales 
which they disapproved of, were those of My Aunt Margaret's 
Mirror, and the Laird’s Jock; he consented to lay them aside, 
and began St. Valentino’s Iflvo or the Pair Maid of Perth, which, 
from the first pleased his critics. It was in the brief interval 
occasioned by those misgivings and debates, that his ever elas¬ 
tic mind threw oil* another (diarming paper for the Quarterly 
.Review —that on Ornamental Gardening, by way of sequel to 
the Kssay on Planting Waste Lands. Another fruit of his 
leisure was a sketch of the life of George Bannatyno, the col¬ 
lector of ancient Scottish poetry, for the Club which bears his 
name. 

He had taken, for that winter, the house No. 0 Shandwick 
Place, which he occupied by the month during the remainder 
of his servitude as a Olerk of Session. Very near this house, 
ho was told a few days after he took possession, dwelt the 
aged mother of his first love; and he expressed to his friend 
Mrs. Skene a wish that she should carry him to renew an ac¬ 
quaintance which seems to have been interrupted from the 
period of his youthful romance. Mrs. Skene complied with 
liis desire, and she tells me that a very painful scene ensued. 
His Diary says: — “ November 7.— Began to settle myself this 
morning after the hurry of mind and even of body which I 
have lately undergone. — 1 went to make a visit, and fairl 
softened myself, like an old fool, with recalling old stories, ti 
J was fit for nothing but shedding tears and repeating verses 
for the whole night. This is sad work. The very grave gives 
up its dead, and time rolls back thirty years to add to my per¬ 
plexities. 1 don’t (‘.are. I begin to grow case-hardened, and, 
ike a stag turning at bay, my naturally good temper grows 
fierce and dangerous. Vet what a romance to toll! — and told, 
I (ear, it will one day he. And then my three years of dream¬ 
ing, and my two years of wakening, will he chronicled, doubt¬ 
less. But the dead will feel no pain. — November 10.—'Wrote 
out my task and little more. At twelve o’clock I went again 
to poor Lady Jane to talk over old stories. I am not clear 
that it is a right or healthful indulgence to be ripping up old 
sores, hut it seems to give her deep-rooted sorrow words, and 
that is a mental blood-letting. To me these things are now 
matter of calm and solemn recollection, never to be forgotten, 
yet scarce to bo remembered with pain.” 

A few days afterwards arrived a very agreeable piece of 
intelligence. The King had not forgotten his promise with 
respect to the poet’s second son; and Lord Dudley, then Sec- 
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Scotch dttdgcs, .lolni Irving laud Nmi ton, iffulertook the set¬ 
tlement of this complicated quest t<*u, us private nrhiter : and 
the resn It of his nil mute award u as, that Scott had hist all 
hold on tin* ropy right of the S*<* rh» fr mu Waver ley to Quentin 
lhtrward; hut that Napoleon and \\ oodst«*rk were w!tolly his. 
This decision, limusrr, w m u«»t to be «■% j*reted s|teedily : it had 
now hceoine highlx expedient to bung the body of ropyrights 
to mil** and it was agreed to *lo so, tin* money to lie *l*u*osited 
in hank until the award was ^nrn linn sale ton tilth hecene 
her tHlT) coni|*rii«nI all the Nouds fsotn \\ aver ley to Quentin 
Ihirward irndusive, }«udth*n a majority of the shares of the 
Poetical Works. Mr, thiflell’s fnmilv initi jirtviife friends were 
vxt remely drsinnw to secure for him jmrt at least of these 
cojiyrighis; and Sir Walter's were mil less f§« flint lie should 
tirs/.e tills Ifiat ofijwirtunity of iwnvmritig n share in the |*rime 
fruits of his genius, Tlie relations by this time established 
bdween him ntid (hidelt wen® those of strict confidence mid 
kindness; find Imth mm w«dl tlnit the j»n*jtei1y would Is* com- 
jiamtively lost, were it not eiiiiirett flint ilietieefortli the wlude 
nhnuld \m fiifinugeti as one iitiliroketi eotieerti. The result was, 
that the eopyrights eitMisetl t« werti jittreli»<M!, otie-luilf 



fox* Sir Walter, the other half for Cadell, at the price of L.8500 
Well might the cc pockpuddings ”— for so the Diary styles th< 
English booksellers — rue their timidity on this day 5 bxit i 
wa»s the most lucky one that ever came for Sir Walter’s cred 
itoi’S- A dividend of six shillings in the pound was paid at this 
Christmas on their whole claims. The result of their high 
hearted debtor’s exertions, between January 1826 and January 
1828, was in all very nearly L.40,000. 1ST 0 literary biographer 
in all likelihood, will ever have such another fact to record 
The creditors unanimously passed a vote of thanks for the in¬ 
defatigable industry which had achieved so much for theii 
behoof. 

On returning to Abbotsford at Christmas, after completing 
these transactions, he S ays in his Diary — “My reflections in 
entering my own gate to-day were of a very different and more 
pleasing cast than those with which I left this place about six 
weeks ago. I was then in doubt whether I should fly my 
country, or become avowedly bankrupt, and surrender up my 
library and household furniture, with the life-rent of my estate, 
to sale. A man of the world will say I had better done so. 
No doubt, had I taken this course at once, I might have em¬ 
ployed the money I have made since the insolvency of Con¬ 
stable and Robinson’s houses in compounding my debts. Put 
I could not have slept sound, as I now can under the comfort¬ 
able impression of receiving the thanks of my creditors, and 
the conscious feeling of discharging my duty as a man of hon¬ 
our and honesty. I see before me a long, tedious, and dark 
path, but it leads to stainless reputation. If I die in the har¬ 
rows, as is very likely, I shall die with honour; if I achieve 
my task, I shall have the thanks of all concerned, and the 
approbation of my own conscience.” 

Tie now took up in earnest two pieces of work, which prom¬ 
ised and brought great ultimate advantage; namely, a complete 
collection of his Poems, with biographical prefaces; the other, 
an. uniform edition of his Novels, each to be introduced by an 
account of the hints on which it had been founded, and illus¬ 
trated throughout by historical and antiquarian annotations. 
On this last, commonly mentioned in the Diary as the Magnum 
Opus , Sir Walter bestowed pains commensurate with its im¬ 
portance ; — and in the execution of the very delicate- task 
which either scheme imposed, he has certainly displayed such 
a combination of frankness and modesty as entitles him to a 
high place in the short list of graceful autobiographers. True 
dignity is always simple; and perhaps true genius, of the 
2 M 
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of Iris talk into the poor o.lork’s ear-trumpet; and at parting, 
begged him not to forget that ho had a friend on Tweedside. 

A couple of years elapsed before he heard anything more of 
George Ihmtly (.Jordon, who then sent him his father’s little 
spolki of Waterloo, and accompanied them by a letter explain¬ 
ing his situation, and asking advice, in a style which renewed 
and increased Scott’s favourable impression. He had been dis¬ 
missed from the Commissariat at the general reduction of our 
establishments, and was now hesitating whether he had better 
take up again his views as to the Kirk, or turn his eyes towards 
English orders; and in the meantime he was anxious to find 
some way of lightening to his parents, by Iris own industry, the 
completion of his professional education. There ensued a copi¬ 
ous correspondence between him and Scott, who gave him on 
all points of his case most paternal advice, and accompanied 
his counsels with offers of pecuniary assistance, of which the 
young man rarely availed himself. At length lie resolved on 
re-entering the Divinity Glass at Aberdeen, and in due time was 
licenced by the Presbytery there as a Preacher of the Gospel; 
but though with good connexions, for ho was “sprung of Sco¬ 
tia’s gentler blood,” his deafness operated as a serious bar to 


his obtaining the incumbency of a parish. The provincial 
Synod pronounced his deafness an insuperable objection, and 
tl\o case was referred to the General Assembly. That tribunal 
heard the young man’s cause maintained by all the skill and 
eloquence of Mr. Jeffrey, whose good offices had been secured 




hope of better things by and by. — Such was his situation at, 
Christinas 1827; but that being his first Christmas in London, 
it was no wonder that he then discovered himself to have some¬ 
what miscalculated about money matters. In a word, he knew 
not whither to look at the moment for extrication, until he 
bethought him of the following little incident of his life at 
Abbotsford. 

He was spending the autumn of 1824 there, daily copying 
the MS. of Redgauntlet, and working at leisure hours on the 
Catalogue of the Library, when the family observed him to be 
labouring under some extraordinary depression of mind. It 
was just then that he had at length obtained the prospect of a 
Living, and Sir Walter was surprised that this should not have 
exhilarated him. Gently sounding the trumpet, however, he 
discovered that the agitation of the question about the deafness 
had shaken his nerves — his scruples had been roused—his 
conscience was sensitive, — and he avowed that, though he 
thought, on the whole, he ought to go through with the busi¬ 
ness, he could not command his mind so as to prepare a couple 
of sermons, which, unless he summarily abandoned his object, 
must be produced on a certain day — then near at hand— 
before his Presbytery. Sir Walter reminded him that his exer¬ 
cises when on trial for the Probationer ship had given satisfac¬ 
tion ; — but nothing he could say was sufficient to rebrace Mr. 
Gordon’s spirits, and he at length exclaimed, with tears, that 
his pen was powerless, — that he had made fifty attempts, and 
saw nothing but failure and disgrace before him. Scott an¬ 
swered— “My good young friend, leave this matter to me — 
do you work away at the Catalogue, and I’ll write for you a 
couple of sermons, that shall pass muster well enough at Aber¬ 
deen.” Gordon assented with a sigh; and next morning Sir 
Walter gave him the MS. of the Religious Discourses. On 
reflection, Mr. Gordon considered it quite impossible to produce 
them at Aberdeen as his own: but they had remained in his 
hands ; and it now occurred to him that, if Sir Walter would 
allow him to dispose of these to some bookseller, they might 
possibly bring a price that would float him over his little diffi¬ 
culties of Christmas. 

.The only entries in the Diary which relate to the business, 
are the following: — “ December 28. Huntly Gordon writes 
me in despair about L.180 of debt which he has incurred. He 
wishes to publish two sermons which I wrote for him when 
he was taking orders; and he would get little money for 
them without my name. People may exclaim against the 



ixndesired and unwelcomed zeal of him who stretched his 
Hands to help the ark over, with the best intentions, and cry 
sacrilege. And yet they will do me gross injustice, for I would, 
if called upon, die a martyr for the Christian religion, so com¬ 
pletely is (in my poor opinion) its divine origin proved by its 
■beneficial effects on the state of society. Were we but to name 
tlie abolition of slavery and polygamy, how much has, in these 
two words, been granted to mankind in the lessons of our Sav¬ 
iour ! — January 10, 1828. Huntly Gordon has disposed of 
tine two sermons to the bookseller, Colburn, for L.250; well 
sold, I think, and to go forth immediately. I would rather 
tlie thing had not gone there, and far rather that it had gone 
nowhere, yet hang it, if it makes the poor lad easy, what needs 
X fret about it ? After all, there would be little grace in doing 
a- kind thing, if you did not suffer pain or inconvenience upon 
tlie score.” 

The next literary entry is this: — “ Mr. Heath, the engraver, 
invites me to take charge of a yearly publication called the 
Keepsake, of which the plates are beyond comparison beau¬ 
tiful, but the letter-press indifferent enough. He proposes 
Xj. 800 a-year if I would become editor, and L.400 if I would 
contribute from seventy to one hundred pages. I declined 
"both, but told him I might give him some trifling thing or 
other. To become the stipendiary editor of a Hew-Year’s-Gift 
Kook is not to be thought of, nor could I agree to work regu¬ 
larly, for any quantity of supply, at such a publication. Even 
tlie pecuniary view is not flattering, though Mr. Heath meant 
it should be so. One hundred of his close printed pages, for 
which he offers L.400, are nearly equal to one volume of a 
novel. Each novel of three volumes brings L.4000, and I 
remain proprietor of the mine after the first ore is scooped 
out.” The result was that Mr. Heath received, for L.500, the 
liberty of printing in his Keepsake the long-forgotten juvenile 
drama of the House of Aspen, with Aunt Margaret’s Mirror, 
and two other little tales, which had been omitted, at Ballan- 
tyne’s entreaty, from the second Chronicles of Croftangry. 
Kut Sir Walter regretted having meddled in any way with the 
toyshop of literature, and would never do so again, though 
repeatedly offered very large sums —nor even when the motive 
of private regard was added, upon Mr. Allan Cunningham’s 
lending his name to one of these painted bladders. In the 
same week that Mr. Heath made his proposition, Sir Walter 
received another, which he thus disposes of in his Diary: — 
££ I have an invitation from Messrs. Saunders and Ottley, book- 
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sellers, offering me from L.1500 to L.2000 annually to conduct 
a journal; but I am their humble servant. I am too indolent 
to stand to that sort of work, and I must preserve the undis¬ 
turbed use of my leisure, and possess my soul in quiet. A 
large income is not my object; I must clear my debts; and 
that is to be done by writing things of which I can retain the 
property.” 

He finished his novel by the end of March, and immediately 
set out for London, where the last budget of proof-sheets 
reached him. The Tair Maid was, and continues to be, highly 
popular, and though never classed with his performances of 
the first file, it has undoubtedly several scenes equal to what 
the best of them can shew, and is on the whole a work of 
brilliant variety and most lively interest. 

Though the Introduction of 1830 says a good deal on the 
most original character, that of Connachar, the reader may not 
be sorry to have one paragraph on that subject from the 
Diary: — u December 5, 1827. The fellow that swam the Tay, 
and escaped, would be a good ludicrous character. But I have 
a mind to try him in the serious line of tragedy. Miss Baillie 
has made her Ethling a coward by temperament, and a hero 
when touched by filial affection. Suppose a man’s nerves, 
supported by feelings of honour, or say by the spur of jealousy, 
sustaining him against constitutional timidity to a certain 
point, then suddenly giving way, I think something tragic 
might be produced. James Ballantyne’s criticism is too much 
moulded upon the general taste of novels to admit (I fear) this 
species of reasoning. But what can one do ? I am hard up 
as far as imagination is concerned, — yet the world calls for 
novelty. Well, I’ll try my brave coward or cowardly brave 
man. Valeat quantum 

I alluded, in an early chapter, to a circumstance in Sir 
Walter’s conduct which it was painful to mention, and added, 
that in advanced life he himself spoke of it with a deep feeling 
of contrition. Talking over this character of Connachar, just 
before the book appeared, he told me the unhappy fate of his 
brother Daniel and how he had declined to be present at his 
funeral or wear mourning for him. He added — “ My secret 
motive in this attempt was to perform a sort of expiation to my 
poor brother’s manes. I have now learned to have more 
tolerance and compassion than I had in those days.” I said he 
put me in mind of Samuel Johnson’s standing bareheaded, in 
the last year of his life, on the market-place of Uttoxeter, by 
way of penance for a piece of juvenile irreverence towards his 



father. a Well, no matter,” said he; u perhaps that’s not the 
worst thin# in the Doctor’s story.” 1 
Sir Walter and Mias Scott remained at this time six weeks 
in the Regent’s Park. His eldest son’s regiment was stationed 
at Hampton Court; the second had recently taken his desk at 
the Foreign OHieo, and was living in my house; he had thus 
looked forward to a happy meeting with all his family — but 
he encountered scenes of sickness and distress, in consequence 
of which l saw but little of him in general society. Nor is his 
Diary particularly interesting, with the exception of a few 
entries. That for May 1st is: — u Breakfasted with Lord and 
Lady Francis Gower, and enjoyed the splendid treat of hear¬ 
ing Mrs. Arkwright sing her own music, which is of the 
highest order; — no forced vagaries of the voice, no caprices of 
tone, but all telling upon and increasing the feeling the words 
require. This is ‘ marrying music to immortal verse.’ Most 
people place them on separate maintenanee.” — Among other 
songs, Mrs. Arkwright delighted {Sir Walter with her own sot 


u Farewell 1 farewell l — Hie voice yon hoar 
Has left its last soft tone with you; 

Its next must join the seaward cheer, 

And shout among the shouting crow,” &c. 


He was sitting by me, at some distance from the lady, and 
whispered as she closed — u Capital words — whose are they? 
Byron’s, I suppose, but L don’t remember them.” He was 
astonished when I told him that they wore his own in The 
Pirate. He seemed pleased at the moment, but said next 
minute — “ You have distressed mo —if memory goes, all is 
up with me, for that was always my strong point.” 

a May 5. — Breakfasted with Haydon, and sat for my head. 
I hope this artist is on his legs again. The King has given 
him a lift, by buying his clever picture of the Mock Election 
in the King’s Bench prison. Haydon was once a great admirer 
and companion of the champions of the Oocknoy school, and 
is now disposed to renounce them and their opinions. To this 
kind of conversation I did not give much way. A painter 
should have nothing to do with politics. He is certainly a 
clever fellow, but too enthusiastic, which, however, distress 
seems to have cured in some degree. 'His wile, a pretty 
woman, looked happy to sec me, and that is something. Yet 


1 Beo Boswell under August 17B4. 
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trumpery, Sophia, and I set out for Hampton Court, carrying 
with us the following lions and lionesses — Samuel Rogers. 
Tom Moore, Wordsworth, with wife and daughter. We were 
very kindly and. properly received by Walter and his wife, 
and had a very pleasant day. At parting, Rogers gave me 
a gold-mounted pair of glasses, which I will not part with 
in a hurry. I really like S. R., and have always found him 
most friendly.” 

Breakfasting one morning with Allan Cunningham (whose 
notes are before me), he looked roimd the table, and said, 
ie What are you. going to make of all these hoys, Allan — 
<e I ask that question often at my own heart,” said Allan, « and 
X cannot answer it.”—“What does the eldest point to ? ”— 
cc The callant would fain be a soldier, Sir Walter — and I have 
Half a promise of a commission in the King’s army for him : 
but I wish rather he could go to India, for there the pay is a 
maintenance, and one does not need interest at every step tc 
get on.” Scott dropped the subject; but went an hour after¬ 
wards to Lord. IVLelville (who was now President of the Board 
of Control), and begged a cadetship for young Cunningham. 
Lord Melville promised to inquire if he had one at his disposal, 
in which case he would gladly serve the son of “ honest Allan; ” 
but the point being thus left doubtful, Scott meeting Mr. John 
Loch, one of tire East India Directors, at dinner the same 
evening, at Lord. Stafford’s, applied to him, and received an 
immediate assent. On reaching home at night, he found a 
note from Lord Melville, intimating that he had inquired, 
and was happy in complying with his request. Next morn¬ 
ing, Sir Walter appeared at Sir F. Chantrey’s breakfast-table, 
and greeted the sculptor (a brother of the angle) with—“I 
suppose it has sometimes happened to you to catch one trout 
(which was all you thought of) with the fly, and another with 
the bobber. I Lave done so, and I think I shall land them both. 
Don’t you thinJk Cunningham would like very well to have 
cadetships for two of those fine lads ? ” — “ To be sure he 
would,” said CLantrey, “ and if you’ll secure the commissions, 
I’ll make the outfit easy.” Great was the joy in Allan’s house¬ 
hold on this double good news; but I should add, that before 
the thing was done he had to thank another benefactor. Lord 
Melville, after all, went out of the Board of Control before he 
had been able to fulfil his promise; but Ms successor, Lord 
Ellenborough, on hearing the case, desired Cunningham to 
set his mind ah rest; and both his young men are now pros¬ 
pering in the India service. 
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approved m loto. As the scheme inferred a large outlay on 
drawings and engravings, and otherwise, this decision had been 
looked for with much anxiety by him and Mr. Oadell. He says 
— “ T trust it, will answer; yet who e-an warrant the continu¬ 
ance of popularity ? Old Nattali Corn, who entered into many 
projects, and could never set the sails of a windmill to catch 
the aura popularix, used to say he believed that were he to 
turn baker, it would put bread out of fashion. I have had the 
better huh to dress my sails to every wind; and so blow on, 
good wind, and spin round, whirligig.” The (Jorri here alluded 
to was an unfortunate adventurer, who, among many other 
wild schemes, tried to sot up an Italian opera at Edinburgh. 

During the remainder of this year Sir Walter never opened 
his “ locked book.” Whether in Edinburgh or the country, his 
life was such, that he describes himself, in several letters, as 
having become u a writing automaton.” He had completed by 
Christmas the Second Bories of Tales on Bcottish History, and 
made considerable progress in another novel —Anno of Geier- 
stein: he had also drawn up for the Quarterly Keview his 
article on Hajji Baba in England; and that delightful one on 
Davy’s tfalm<mia — which, like those on Planting and Garden- 
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enjoying the society, as usual, of the Eergussons, with the wel 
come addition of Mr. Morritt and Sir James Stenart of Allan 
hatilr .—, tv (rcnth>ma,n whrmA mastcrlv n An oil had often beer 


conversation on art (like that of Sir George Beaumont and Mr. 
Scrope), being devoid of professional pedantries and jealousies. 




and both. Morritt and Steuart, being familiar with the scenery 
of Switzerland, could not sufficiently express their astonish¬ 
ment at the felicity with which he had divined its peculiar 
character, and outdone, by the force of imagination, all the 
efforts of a thousand actual tourists. Such approbation was of 
course very acceptable. I had seldom seen him more gently 
and tranquilly happy. 

When these friends left him, he went with me to my broth¬ 
er’s in Clydesdale, and there enjoyed some days of relaxation. 
It was then that he first saw the self-educated sculptor, John 
Greenshields, who greatly interested him from a certain resem¬ 
blance to Burns, and took the first sitting for a very remark¬ 
able statue in freestone, now in Mr. Cadell’s possession—the 
last work which this worthy man was destined to complete. 

Sir Walter’s operations appear to have been interrupted ever 
and anon, during January and February 1829, in consequence 
of severe distress in the household of his printer; whose warm 
affections were not, as in his own case, subjected to the author¬ 
ity of a stoical will. On the 14th of February the Diary says: 

— u The letters I received were numerous, and craved answers; 
yet the 3d volume is getting on hooly and fairly. I am twenty 
leaves before the printer, but Ballantyne’s wife is ill, and it is 
his nature to indulge apprehensions of the worst, which inca¬ 
pacitates him for labour. I cannot help regarding this amiable 
weakness of the mind with something too nearly allied to con¬ 
tempt.” On the 17th, “I received the melancholy news that 
James Ballantyne had lost his wife. With his domestic habits 
the blow is irretrievable. What can he do, poor fellow, at the 
head of such a family of children ? I should not be surprised 
if he were to give way to despair.” — James was not able to 
appear at his wife’s funeral; and this Scott viewed with some¬ 
thing more than pity. Next morning, however, says the Diary 

— “ Ballantyne came in, to my surprise, about twelve o’clock. 
He was very serious, and spoke as if he had some idea of sud¬ 
den and speedy death. He has settled to go to the country, poor 
fellow!” —He retired accordingly to some sequestered place 
near Jedburgh, and there indulged his grief in solitude. Scott 
regarded this as weakness, and in part at least as wilful weak¬ 
ness, and addressed to him several letters of strong remon¬ 
strance and rebuke. In writing of the case to myself, he says 
— 66 1 have a sore grievance in poor Ballantyne’s increasing 
lowness of heart, and I fear he is sinking rapidly into the con¬ 
dition of a religious dreamer. His retirement from Edinburgh 
was the worst advised scheme in the world. I in vain reminded 



him, that when our Saviour himself was to be led into tempta¬ 
tion, the first thing the Devil thought of was to get him into 
the wilderness.” — Rallantyne, after a few weeks, resumed his 
place in the printing-office; but he addicted himself more and 
more to what his friend considered as erroneous and extrava¬ 
gant notions of religious doctrine; and I regret to say that in 
this difference originated a certain alienation, not of affection, 
but of confidence, which was visible to every near observer of 
their subsequent intercourse. Towards the last, indeed, they 
saw but little of each other. I suppose, however, it is needless 
to add, that down to the very last, Scott watched over Ballan- 
tyne’s interests with undiminished attention. 

Many entries of his Diary during the Spring Session refer to 
the final carrying of the Roman Catholic Question. When the 
Duke of Wellington announced his intention of conceding those 
claims, there were meetings and petitions enough in Edinburgh 
as elsewhere; and though Scott felt considerable repugnance to 
acting in any such matter with Whigs and Radicals, in opposi¬ 
tion to a great section of the Tories, he ultimately resolved not 
to shrink from doing his partin support of the Duke’s Govern¬ 
ment on that critical experiment. 1 He wrote, I believe, sev¬ 
eral articles in favour of the measure for the Weekly Journal; 
he spoke, though shortly, at the principal meeting, and pro¬ 
posed one of its resolutions ; and when the consequent petition 
was read in the House of Commons, his name among the sub¬ 
scribers was received with such enthusiasm, that Sir Robert 
Peel thought fit to address to him a special and very cordial 
letter of thanks on that occasion. 

His novel was finished before breakfast on the 29th of April; 
and his Diary mentions that immediately after breakfast he 
began his compendium of Scottish history for Dr. Lardner’s 
Cyclopaedia. When the proprietors of that work, in July 
1828, offered him L.500 for an abstract of Scottish History in 
one volume, he declined the proposal. They subsequently 
offered L.700, and this was accepted; but though he began the 
task under the impression that he should find it a heavy one, 
he soon warmed to the subject, and pursued it with cordial zeal 
and satisfaction. One volume, it by and by appeared, would 
never do, — in his own phrase, “ he must have elbow-room ” — 
and I believe it was finally settled that he should have L.1500 
for the book in two volumes; of which the first was published 
before the end of this year. 


1 See Ante, p. 451. 
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shape of a rueful contemptuousness, or a sarcastic mockery of 
tone, the least drop of the poison is enough to paralyse all at¬ 
tempts at awakening sympathy by fanciful delineations of love 
and friendship. Perhaps Scott has nowhere painted such feel¬ 
ings more deliciously than in those very scenes of Anne of 
Geierstein, which offer every now and then, in some incidental 
circumstance or reflection, the best evidence that they are 
drawn by a grey-headed man. The whole of his own life was 
too present to his wonderful memory to permit of his brooding 
with exclusive partiality, whether painfully or pleasurably, on 
any one portion or plmsis of it; and besides, he was always 
living over again in his children, young at heart whenever he 
looked on them, and the world that was opening on them and 
their friends. But above all, he had a linn belief in the future 
reunion of those whom death has parted. 

He lost two more of his old intimates about this time; — 
Mr. Terry in June, and Mr. Shortreed in the beginning of 
July. The Diary says: — “ July i). Heard of the death of poor 
Bob Shortreed, the companion of many a long ride among the 
hills in quest of old ballads. He was a merry companion, a 
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getter, he said, than he had done for years before; but there 
be little doubt that the natural evacuation was a very serious 
symptom. It was, in fact, the precursor of apoplexy. In tell- 
-pcLg* the Major of his recovery, he says — “The sale of the 
j^Tovels is pro—di—gi—ous. If it last but a few years, it will 
0 lear my feet of old encumbrances, nay, perhaps, enable me to 
-fcjadk a word to our friend Hicol Milne. 

1 But old ships must expect to get out of commission, 

Nor again to weigh anchor with yo heave ho ! ’ 

jf owever that may be, I should be happy to die a free man; 
&,nd I am sure you will all be kind to poor Anne, who will miss 
xtx& most. I don’t intend to die a minute sooner than I can 
fi_elp for all this; but when a man takes to making blood instead 
of water, he is tempted to think on the possibility of his soon 
jXLaking earth.” — Mr. Milne, be it observed, was the proprietor 
of a considerable estate conterminous with Abbotsford to the 
-westward. 

Among a few other friends from a distance, Sir Walter re- 
ceived. this summer a short visit from Mr. Hallam, and made 
xxx his company several of the little excursions which had in 
former days been of constant recurrence. Mr. Hallam had 
-w-ith him his son, Arthur, a young gentleman of extraordinary 
^,t>ilities, and as modest as able, who not long afterwards was 
cut off in the very bloom of opening life and genius. His 
"beautiful verses on Melrose' seen in company with Scott, have 
since been often printed. 

The close of the autumn was embittered by a sudden and 
xn.ost unexpected deprivation. Apparently in the fullest en* 
j oyment of health and vigour, Thomas Purdie leaned his head 
one evening on the table, and dropped asleep. This was 
xiotliing uncommon in a hard-working man; and his family 
went and came about him for several hours, without taking any 
notice. When supper was ready, they tried to awaken him, 
and found that life had been for some time extinct. Far 
different from other years, Sir Walter seemed impatient to get 
away from Abbotsford to Edinburgh. “ I have lost,” he writes 
(<fth. November) to Cadell, u my old and faithful servant — my 
factotum—and am so much shocked, that I really wish to be 
cgnit of the country and safe in town. I have this day laid 
Ixim in the grave. This has prevented my answering your 
lotters.” 

The grave, close to the Abbey at Melrose, is surmounted by 
a modest monument, having on two sides these inscriptions: — 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


Publication of the Ayrshire Tragedy, Letters on Demonology, Tales oi 
th.e History of France, &c. —Apoplectic Seizure —Retirement from tin 
Court of Session — Offers of a pension and of additional rank declinec 
— Count Robert of Paris begun — Death of George IV. — Politica 
Commotions — Fourth Epistle of Malagrowther—Speech on Reform a 
Jedburgh. 1830-1831. 

At this time, Mr. Pitcairn was editing for the Bannatym 
Glut) that curious collection of Ancient Scotch Criminal Trials 
which Scott reviewed in the Quarterly of 1831. On his arriva' 
in. Edinburgh, Mr. Pitcairn sent him a new volume in proof 
requesting his attention particularly to its details on the ex 
traordinary case of Mure of Auchindraine, a.d. 1611. Scotl 
was so much interested with these documents, that he resolvec 
to found a dramatic sketch on their terrible story; and th< 
result was a composition far superior to any of his previous 
attempts of that nature. Indeed, there are several passages ir 
his Ayrshire Tragedy — especially that where the murderec 
corpse floats upright in the wake of the assassin’s bark — (ar 
incident suggested by a lamentable chapter in Lord Nelson’s 
history) — which may bear comparison with anything bui 
Shahspeare. Yet I doubt whether the prose narrative of the 
preface be not, on the whole, more dramatic than the versified 
scenes. It contains, by the way, some very striking allusions 
to the recent murder of Weare by Thurtell and others at Gill’s 
Hill in Hertfordshire, and the atrocities of Bnrke and Hare in 
the West Port of Edinburgh. This piece was published in a 
thin octavo, early in 1830. 

Hut he was now to pay the penalty of his unparalleled toils. 
On the 15th of Pebruary, about two o’clock in the afternoon, h€ 
retnrned from the Parliament House apparently in his usual 
state, and found an old acquaintance, Miss Young of Hawick, 
waiting to shew him some MS. memoirs of her father (a 
dissenting minister of great worth and talents), which he had 
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In the course of the Spring Session, circumstances rendered 
it highly probable that Sir Waiter’s resignation of his place as 
Clerk of Session might be acceptable to the Government; and 
it is not surprising that he should have, on the whole, been 
pleased to avail himself of this opportunity. He says, in his 
Diary — u May 27. I am agitating a proposed retirement from 
the Court. As they are only to have four instead of six Clerks 
of Session, it will be their interest to let me retire on a super¬ 
annuation. Probably I shall make a bad bargain, and get only 
two-thirds of the salary, instead of three-fourths. This would 
be hard, but I could save between two or three hundred pounds 
by giving up town residence. At any rate, jacta est alea. I 
think the difference will be infinite in point of health and 
happiness. Yet I do not know. It is perhaps a violent change 
in the end of life to quit the walk one has trod so long, and the 
cursed splenetic temper which besets all men makes you value 
opportunities and circumstances when one enjoys them no 
longer.’’ 

On the 26th of June, he heard of the death of King George 
IY. with the regret of a devoted and obliged subject. He had 
received almost immediately before, two marks of his Majesty’s 
kind attention. Understanding that his retirement from the 
Court o£ Session was at hand, Sir William Knighton suggested 
that he might henceforth be more frequently in London, and 
that he might fitly be placed at the head of a new commission 
for examining and editing the MSS. collections of the exiled 
Princes of the House of Stuart, which had come into the King’s 
hands on the death of the Cardinal of York. This Sir Walter 
gladly accepted, and contemplated with pleasure spending the 
ensuing winter in London. But another proposition, that of 
elevating him to the rank of Privy Counsellor, was unhesitat¬ 
ingly declined. He desired the Lord Chief-Commissioner, 
whom the King had desired to ascertain his feelings on the 
subject, to convey his grateful thanks, with his humble apol¬ 
ogy : and his reasons are thus stated in the Diary of the suc¬ 
ceeding winter: — “I had also a kind communication about 
interfering to have me named a P. Counsellor. But — besides 
that when one is old and poor, one should avoid taking rank 
— I would be much happier if I thought any act of kindness 
was done to help forward Charles; and having said so much, 
I made my bow, and declared my purpose of remaining satis¬ 
fied with my knighthood. All this is rather pleasing. Yet 
much of it looks like winding up my bottom for the rest of my 
life.” 
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communicated with him wan sinking into liis spirits, and 
baidlaw foresaw, as well as myself, that some trying crisis 
of discussion could not bo much longer deferred. A. nervous 
twitching about the muscles of the mouth was always more or 
less discernible from the date of the attack in February; but 
we could easily tell, by the aggravation of that symptom, when 
he had received a packet from the Oanongate. It was distress¬ 
ing, indeed, to think that lie might, one of these days, sustain 
a second semi re, and bo left still more helpless, yet with the 
same nndiminished appetite for literary labour. And then, 
if ho fell, his printer’s complaints so keenly, what was to he 
expected in the ease of a plain and undeniable manifestation 
of disappointment on the part of the public, and consequently 
of the bookseller ? 

All this was for the inner circle. Country neighbours went 
and came, without, I believe, observing almost anything of 
what grieved the family. Kay, this autumn he was far more 
troubled with the invasions of strangers, than he had ever been 
since his calamities of 1820. The astonishing success of the 
new editions was, as usual, doubled or trebled by rumour. The 
notion that he had already all hut cleared off his encumbrances, 
seems to have been widely prevalent, and no doubt his refusal 
of a pension tended to confirm it. Abbotsford was, for some 
weeks at least, besieged much as it had used to be in the golden 
days of 1828 and 1824; and if sometimes his guests brought 
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the writer had anticipated. The royal exiles were received 
with perfect decorum, which their modest bearing to all classes, 
and unobtrusive, though magnificent benevolence to the poor, 
ore long converted into a feeling of deep and affectionate re¬ 
spectfulness. During their stay in Scotland, the King took 
more than one opportunity of conveying to Sir Walter his 
gratitude for this salutary interference on his behalf. The 
ladies of the royal family had a curiosity to see Abbotsford, 
but being aware of his reduced health and wealth, took care 
to visit the place when he was known to be from home. Sev¬ 
eral French noblemen of the train, however, paid him their 
respects personally. 1 remember with particular pleasure a 
couple of days that the Duke of Laval-Montmorcncy spent 
with him: he was also gratified with a visit from Marshal 
Bourmont, though unfortunately that came after his ailments 
had much advanced. The Marshal was accompanied by the 
Baron d’lIaussez, one of the Polignac Ministry, whoso pub¬ 
lished account of his residence in this country contains no 
specimen of vain imbecility more pitiable than the page ho 
gives to Abbotsford. So far from comprehending anything 
of his host’s character or conversation, the Baron had not even 
eyes to observe that he was in a sorely dilapidated condition 
of bodily health. 

The reader has already seen that he had many misgivings in 
contemplating his fund retirement from the situation lie had 
occupied for six-and-twonty years in the Court of Session. 
Such a breach in old habits is always a serious experiment; 
but in his ease it was very particularly so, because it involved 
his losing during the winter months, when men most need 
society, the intercourse of almost all that remained to him of 
dear familiar friends. He had besides a love for the very 
stones of Edinburgh, and the thought that he was never again to 
sleep under a roof of his own in his native city, cost him many a 
pang. But he never alludes either in his Diary or in liis letters 
(nor do I remember that he ever did so in conversation) to the 
circumstance which, far more than all besides, occasioned care 
and regret in the bosom of his family. However he might 
cling to the notion that his recent ailments sprung merely 
from a disordered stomach, they had dismissed that dream, and 
the heaviest of their thoughts was, that he was fixing himself 
in the country just when his health, perhaps his life, might 
depend any given hour on the immediate presence of a sur¬ 
gical hand. Tliov reflected that the only practitioner resident 
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upon any man’s fritual, than lie had about this time to en¬ 
counter. lit 1 could not watch Scott from hour to hour—above 
all, he could not write to his dictation, without gradually, 
slowly, most reluctantly taking home to his bosom the con¬ 
viction that the mighty mind, which he had worshipped 
through more than thirty years of intimacy, had lost something, 
and was daily losing something more of its energy. The 
faculties were there, and each of them was every now and 
then displaying itself in its full vigour; but the sagacious 
judgment, the brilliant fancy, the unrivalled memory, wore all 
subject to occasional eclipse — 

“ Amid the strings his fingers stray’d, 

Anti an uncertain warbling made.” 


Ever and anon he paused and looked round him, like one half¬ 
waking from a dream, mocked with shadows. The sad be¬ 
wilderment of his gaze shewed a momentary consciousness 


that, like Samson in the la}) of the Philistine, u his strength 
was passing from him, and he was becoming weak like unto 
other men.” Then came the strong effort of aroused will — 


the cloud dispersed as if before an irresistible current of purer 
air —all was bright and serene as of old — and then it closed 


again in yet. deeper darkness. 

During the early part of this winter the situation of Cadell 
and Ballant.yno was hardly less painful, and still more em¬ 
barrassing. What doubly and trebly perplexed them was, 
that while the MS. sent for press seemed worse every budget, 
Sir Walter's letters continued as clear in thought, and almost 
so in expression, as formerly — full of the old shrewdness 
and firmness, and manly kindness, and even of the old good- 
humoured pleasantry. About them, except the staggering 
penmanship, and here and the,re one word put down obviously 
for another, there was scarcely anything to indicate decayed 
vigour. 11 is not surprising that poor Pallantyne, in particular, 
should have shrunk from the notion that anything was amiss, 
— except the choice of an unfortunate subject, and the indul¬ 
gence of more than common carelessness and rapidity in com¬ 
position. He seems to have done ho as he would from some 


horrid suggestion of the Devil; and accordingly obeyed his 
natural sense of duty, by stating, in plain terms, that he con¬ 
sidered the opening chapters of (hunt; Robert as decidedly 
inferior to anything that had ever before come from that pen. 
tlames appears to have dwelt chiefly on the hopelessness of any 
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important than had ever before been agitated within the forms 
of the eonstitution — was perhaps regarded by most grave and 
retired men with feelings near akin to those of the anxious 
and melancholy invalid at Abbotsford. To annoy him addi¬ 
tionally, ho found many eminent persons, who had hitherto 
avowed polities of his own colour, renouncing all their old 
tenets, and joining the cry of Reform, which to him sounded 
Revolution, as keenly as the keenest of those who had been 
through life considered apostles of Republicanism. And L 
must also observe, that as, notwithstanding his own steady 
Toryism, he had never allowed political differenc.es to affect 
his private feelings towards friends and companions, so it now 
happened that among the few with whom he had daily inter¬ 
course, there was hardly one ho could look to for sympathy 
in his present reflections and anticipations. The affectionate 
Laidlaw had always been a stout Whig; he hailed the coming 
changes as the beginning of a political millennium. Ballan- 
tyne, influenced probably by his new ghostly counsellors, was by 
degrees leaning to a similar view of things. Cadoll, his book¬ 
seller, and now the principal confidant and assistant from week 
to week in all his plans and speculations, had always, 1 pre¬ 
sume, considered the Tory creed as a piece of weakness— to 
he pardoned, indeed, in a poet and an antiquary, but at best 
pitied in men of any other elans. 

'Towards the end of November, Sir Walter had another 
slight touch of apoplexy. He recovered himself without assist¬ 
ance ; but again consulted his physicians in Edinburgh, and 
by their advice adopted a still greater severity of regimen. 

* The reader will now understand what his frame and condi¬ 
tion of health and spirits were, when he at length received 
from Balluntyne a decided protest against the novel on which 
ho was struggling to fix the shattered energies of his memory 
and fancy. He replied thus: 


“ Abbotsford, 8 th Dec. 18.10, 

“ My Dear James, — If I wore like other authors, as T flat¬ 
ten* myself I am not, I should * send you an order on my treas¬ 
urer for a hundred ducats, wishing you all prosperity and a 
little more taste; ’ 1 hut having never supposed that any abili¬ 
ties I even* had were of a perpetual texture, I am glad when 
friends toll me what I might he long in finding out myself. 
Mr. Oadell will shew you what I have written to him. My 
present idea is to go abroad for a few months, if I hold to* 

1 Archbishop of Grenada, in Oil Mas. 
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mg the ongmal amount of tho debt to about L.54,000. It had 
been not umuitu rally apprehended that the convulsed state of 
polities might have checked the. sale of tho Magnum Opus; 
but this does not seem to have been the ease to any extent 


worth notice, 
with a re.newc 
unanimously ;i 
«Iames) Cibsoi: 


^ J * lc1 tenting was numerous — and, not contented 
‘d vote of thn/nks to their debtor. thev nassed 


cue w ed vote of thanks to their debtor, they passed 
isly a resolution, which was moved by Mr. (now Six* 
iihson-Craig, and seconded by Mr. Thomas Allan — 


T V ii ■ <U1U SCH.OIUICU V)y It 11 , l J.IUIIUIS iUlitU- 

both, by the way, hauling Whigs: — “That Bit* Walter Beott 
1)0 requested to accept of las furniture, plate, linens, paintings, 
library, and curiosities of every description, as the best means 
the creditors nave of expressing their very high sense of his 
most honourable conduct, and in grateful acknowledgment for 
the unparalleled and most successful exertions he has made, 
and continues to make, f ()r them.” 

i^th, (2 ad el l and Kalian tyne proceeded to Abbots¬ 
ford, and found Bir Walter in a placid state —having evi¬ 
dently been much soothed and gratified with the tidings from 
Mr. rorbes. Hus whole appearance was greatly better than 
they had ventured t<> anticipate; and deferring literary ques¬ 
tions till thcMnorning, he made this gift from his creditors the 
chiei subject ol his conversation. He said it had taken a 
heavy load oft his mind* lie apprehended that, even if his 
future works should produce little money, the profits of the 
Magnum, (luring a limited number of years, with the sum 
which had been insured on his life, would be sufficient to oblit¬ 
erate the remaining part of the Ballantyne debt: he consid¬ 
ered the library and museum now conveyed to him as worth 
at the Joust. L.l (),()()(), au q ^his would enable him to make some 
provision tor his younger children. He said that he designed 
to execute his last will without delay, and detailed to his 
friends all the particulars which tho document ultimately 
embraced. He mentioned to them that he had recently 
received, through the Lord Chief-Commissioner Adam, a mes¬ 
sage from the new King, intimating his Majesty 7 s disposition 
x m mind his late brother’s kind 
rh 



I believe no one ever saw this performance but the book¬ 
seller, the printer, and William Laidlaw ; and I cannot pretend 
to have gathered any clear notion of its contents, — except 
that the panacea was the reimposition of the income-tax; and 
that after much reasoning in support of this measure, Sir 
Walter attacked the principle of Parliamentary Beform in toto. 
We need hardly suppose that he advanced any objections which 
would seem new to the students of the debates in both Houses 
during 1831 and 1832; his logic carried no conviction to the 
breast of his faithful amanuensis; but Mr. Laidlaw assured 
me, nevertheless, that in his opinion no composition of Sir 
Walter’s happiest day contained anything more admirable than 
the bursts of indignant and pathetic eloquence which here and 
there “ set off a halting argument.” 

The critical arbiters, however, concurred in condemning the 
production. Cadell spoke out. He assured Sir Walter, that 
from not being in the habit of reading the newspapers and 
periodical works of the day, he had fallen behind the common 
rate of information on questions of practical policy; that the 
views he was enforcing had been already expounded by many 
Tories, and triumphantly answered by organs of the Liberal 
party; but that, be the intrinsic value and merit of these 
political doctrines what they might, he was quite certain that 
to put them forth at that season would be a measure of ex¬ 
treme danger for the author’s personal interest; that it would 
throw a cloud over his general popularity, array a hundred 
active pens against any new work of another class that might 
soon follow, and perhaps even interrupt the hitherto splendid 
success of the Collection on which so much depended. On all 
these points Ballantyne, though with hesitation and diffidence, 
professed himself to be of Cadell’s opinion. There ensued a 
scene of a very unpleasant sort; but by and by a kind of com¬ 
promise was agreed to: the plan of a separate pamphlet, with 
the well-known nom de guerre of Malachi, was dropt; and Bal¬ 
lantyne was to stretch his columns so as to find room for the 
lucubration, adopting all possible means to mystify the public 
as to its parentage. This was the understanding when the 
conference broke up; but the unfortunate manuscript was 
soon afterwards committed to the flames. James Ballantyne 
accompanied the proof-sheet with many minute criticisms on 
the conduct as well as expression of the argument: the author’s 
temper gave way and the commentary shared the fate of the text. 

Mr. Cadell opens a very brief account of this affair with 
expressing his opinion, that “ Sir Walter never recovered it;” 



V/ u JXJJJ JJjXJ.OJ.JJJL UJ! IVLJlJjJm-lUJ rV JJdJLJCi. 


t/VJU 


and tie ends with an altogether needless apology for his own 
part in it. He did only what was his duty by his venerated 
friend; and he did it, I doubt not, as kindly in manner as in 
spirit. Even if the fourth epistle of Malachi had been more 
like its precursors than I can well suppose it to have been, 
nothing could have been more unfortunate for Sir Walter than 
to come forward at that moment as a prominent antagonist of 
Reform. Such an appearance might very possibly have had 
the consequences to which the bookseller pointed in his remon¬ 
strance ; but at all events it must have involved him in a maze 
of replies and rejoinders; and I think it too probable, that some 
of the fiery disputants of the periodical press, if not of St. 
Stephen's Chapel, might have been ingenious enough to con¬ 
nect any real or fancied flaws in his argument with those cir¬ 
cumstances in his personal condition which had for some time 
been darkening his own reflections with dim auguries of the 
fate of Swift and Marlborough. His reception of Ballantyne’s 
affectionate candour may suggest what the effect of really 
hostile criticism would have been. The end was, that seeing 
how much he stood in need of some comfort, the printer and 
bookseller concurred in urging him not to despair of .Count Rob¬ 
ert. They assured him that he had attached too much impor¬ 
tance to what had formerly been said about the defects of its 
opening chapters; and he agreed to resume the novel, which 
neither of them ever expected he would live to finish. “ If we 
did wrong,” says Cadell, “ we did it for the best; we felt that 
to have spoken out as fairly on this as we had on the other 
subject, would have been to make ourselves the bearers of a 
death-warrant.” I hope there are not many men who would 
have acted otherwise in their painful situation. 

The next entry of the Diary has these sentences : — “Ever 
since my fall in Eebruary, it is very certain that I have seemed 
to speak with an impediment. To add to this, I have the con¬ 
stant increase of my lameness — the thigh-joint, knee-joint, and 
ancle-joint. I move with great pain in the whole limb, and am 
at every minute, during an hour’s walk, reminded of my mor¬ 
tality. I should not care for all this, if I w r ere sure of dying 
handsomely; and Cadell’s calculations might be sufficiently 
firm, though the author of Waverley had pulled on bis last 
nightcap. Hay, they might be even more trustworthy, if re¬ 
mains, and memoirs, and such like, were to give a zest to the 
posthumous. But the fear is, lest the blow be not sufficient to de¬ 
stroy life, and that I should linger on, e a driveller and a show.’ ” 1 

1 Johnson’s Vanity of Human Wishes. 
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had to remain under this friendly roof until tho 9th of Febru¬ 
ary. 11 is host peu’ceivexl that he was unlit for any company 
but the quietest, and had sometimes one old friend, Mr. Thom¬ 
son, Mr. Olcrk, or Mr. Skene, to dinner— but no more. He 
seemed glad to see them — but they all observed him with 
pain. He never took the load in conversation, and often re¬ 
mained altogether silent. In the mornings he wrote usually 
I’or several hours at (hunt Robert; and Mr. Oadell remembers 
in particular, that on Ballantyne’s reminding him that a motto 
was wanted for one of the chapters already finished, be looked 
out for a moment at the gloomy weather, and penned these 
lines — 


u The storm increases ’tin no sunny shower. 

Foster’d in the moist breast of Man'll or April. 

Or such as parched Summer cools his lips with. 

Heaven’s windows are flung wide ; the inmost deeps 
Call in hoarse greeting one upon another; 

On comes the flood in all its foaming horrors, 

And where’s tho dike shall stop it?” 

The Deluge: a Poem. 


On the 4th February, tho will was signed, and attested by 
Nieolson, to whom Sir Walter explained the nature of tho doe- 
umont, adding, “ I doposit it for safety in Mr. CadolPs hands, 
and I still liopo it may bo long boforo ho has occasion to pro¬ 
duce it.” Boor ’Nieolson was much agitated, but stammered 
out a deep amen. 

Another object of this journey was to consult, on the advice 
of Dr. Ebonezer Clarkson, a skilful mechanist, by name Fort¬ 
une, about a contrivance for tho support of the lame limb, 
which had of late given him much pain, as well as inconven¬ 
ience. Mr. Fortune produced a clever piece of handiwork, and 
Sir Walter felt at first great relief from flu? use of it; insomuch 
that his spirits rose to quite the old pitch, and his letter to me 
upon the occasion overflows with merry applications of sundry 
maxims and verses about Fortune; u Fortes ForUnui afljuvat” 
&e. &<\ 


Of this excursion the Diary says — “ Abbotsford, February 9. 
The snow became impassable, and in Edinburgh 1 remained 
immoveably fixesl for ten days, newer getting out of eloors, save 
once or twice to dinner, when T went and returned in a sedan- 
chair. Oadell made a point of my cunning to his excellent 
house, where l had no less excellent an apartment, and the most 
kind treatment; that is, no making a show of me, for which I 
was in but bad tune. Abercrombie and Uoss bad me bled with 



cupping-glasses, reduced me confoundedly, and rest: 
all creature comforts. But they did me good, as I a 
sincerely meant to do; I got rid of a giddy feeling ' 
been plagued with, and have certainly returned inuc 
did not neglect my testamentary affairs. 1 execu 
will, leaving Walter burdened with L.1000 to So] 
to Anne, and the same to Charles. He is to advam 
money if they want it; if not, to pay them inheres 
is his own choice, otherwise I would have sold th< 
rattletraps. I have made provisions for clearing m 
my publications, should it be possible; and should 
possible, from the time of such clearance being eff 
a fund available to all my children who shall be al 
representatives. My bequests must, many of them, 
thetical.” 

At the beginning of March, he was anew roused ; 
cal affairs; and bestowed four days in drawing up 
against the Eeform Bill, which he designed to be 
the Freeholders of the Forest. They, however, 
shorter one from the pen of a plain practical cou 
man (the late Mr. Elliot Lockhart of Borthwickbra 
often represented them in Parliament: and Sir ^ 
probable, felt this disappointment more acutely t 
chosen to indicate in his Journal. 

“ March 11. — This day we had our meeting at 
found Borthwickbrae had sent the frame of an i 
was the reverse of mine in every respect. As I 
met the ideas of the meeting (six in number) be 
than mine, I instantly put that in my pocket. It 
right to decline future interference, and let the w 
‘ Transeat cum caeteris erroribus. ; —I will make 
public at every place where I shall be called upon 
to appear; but I will not thrust myself forward a 
the Lord have mercy upon us, and incline our hea 
this vow! ” 

He kept it in all parts. Though urged to take 
against the Eeform Bill, hv several persons of ! 
quence, who of course little knew his real conditioi 
he resolutely refused to make any such experiment i 
he was equally resolved to be absent from no meetin 
as Sheriff or Deputy-Lieutenant, he might naturally 
to appear in his place, and record his aversion to the 
first of these meetings was one of the freeholders of 
held at Jedburgh on the 21st of March, and there, 


tress and alarm of his daughter, he insisted on being present, 
and proposing one of the Tory resolutions, — which he did in 
a speech of some length, but delivered in a tone so low, and 
with such hesitation in utterance, that only a few detached 
passages were intelligible to the bulk of the audience. 

“We are told” (said he) “on high authority, that France is 
the model for us, — that we and all the other nations ought to 
put ourselves to school there, — and endeavour to take out our 
degrees at the University of Paris} The French are a very in¬ 
genious people; they have often tried to borrow from us, and 
now we should repay the obligation by borrowing a leaf from 
them. But I fear there is an incompatibility between the 
tastes and habits of France and Britain, and that we may suc¬ 
ceed as ill in copying them, as they have hitherto done in copy¬ 
ing us. We, in this district, are proud, and with reason, that 
the first ohain-bridge was the work of a Scotchman. It still 
hangs where he erected it, a pretty long time ago. The French 
heard of our invention, and determined to introduce it, but with 
great improvements and embellishments. A friend of my own 
saw the thing tried. It was on the Seine, at Marly. The French 
chain-bridge looked lighter and airier than the prototype. Every 
Englishman present was disposed to confess that we had been 
beaten at our own trade. But by and by the gates were opened, 
and the multitude were to pass over. It began to swing rather 
formidably beneath the pressure of the good company; and by 
the time the architect, who led the procession in great pomp 
and glory, reached the middle, the whole gave way, and he — 
worthy, patriotic artist — was the first that got a ducking. 
They had forgot the great middle bolt — or rather, this ingen¬ 
ious person had conceived that to be a clumsy-looking feature, 
which might safely be dispensed with, while he put some in¬ 
visible gimcrack of his own to supply its place.”-Here Sir 

Walter was interrupted by violent hissing and hooting from 
the populace of the town, who had flocked in and occupied 
the greater part of the Court-House. He stood calmly till the 
storm subsided, and resumed; but the friend, whose notes are 
before me, could not catch what he said, until his voice rose 
with another illustration of the old style. “ My friends,” he 
said, “ I am old and failing, and you think me full of very 
silly prejudices; but I have seen a good deal of public men, 
and thought a good deal of public affairs in my day, and I 
can’t help suspecting that the manufacturers of this new con¬ 
stitution are like a parcel of schoolboys taking to pieces a 

1 See Edinburgh Review for October 1830, p. 23. 
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(’HATTER XVII. 


AppphTtF Pttruly^H Misa Furrier —- Election Scenes at Jedburgh and 
.Selkirk C*m4lr Ibnjgemu.H begun — Excursion to DouglaHclale — Visits 
pi ( ajitaiu llnris« and Wordsworth - • Departure from Abbotsford — 
Lpiidim Vuym; m the Barham —.Malta — Naples— Rome — Notes 
by Mu*. Davy, Sir VV. <Jell, and Mr. 10. Cheney— Publication of the 
tiisf 'liiim of my Umdiord, Ibdb-lHIhh 


Arncfi n pause id' some days, the Diary lias tills entry for 
April !h\ I.HMI : - ** From Saturday Kith April, to Saturday 
‘•Hlli of flio wiine month, unpleasantly occupied by ill health 
ini* I it i4 eonseqiieneoH. A dint met stro’ke of paralysis affecting 
Iipfli iny nerves and speech, though beginning only on Monday 
ttitli a very had cold. Doctor Abercrombie was brought out 
lo ttie friendly care of (Judoll, — but young (Harkson had 
niready dune the needful, that is, had bled and blistered, and 
placed me mi a very reduced diet. Whether precautions have 
been taken in time, I cannot tell. 1 think they have, though 
wo ore in themselves, heat the disease: hut I am alike pre- 

j Hired,” 

The preceding paragraph has been deciphered with difficulty. 
The blow which if records was greatly more severe than any 
thiit had gout' Isidore it. Sir Walter’s friend Lord Meadow- 
bunk hint eoiiie to Abbotsford, as usual when on the Jedburgh 
circuit; find In 4 would make an effort to receive the Judge in 
something of the old style of the place; he collected several of 
the tiidglilioiiriiig gentry to dinner, and tried to hear his wonted 
part in flic converHat ion. Finding his strength and spirits flag¬ 
ging, he wits tempted to violate his physician’s directions, and 
fiiuk two or three ghwHon of champagne, not having tasted 
wme for several months before. On retiring to his dressing- 
room he had this severe shock of apoplectic paralysis, and 
kept his bed under t he surgeon’s hands for several days. 

Htiorfly lifter wards bin eldest son and his daughter Bophia 
ttfpivpd lit. Abbotsford. It mav he sumxmed that they both 


of a fever. I followed her a week later, when we established 
ourselves at Chiefswood for the rest of the season. Charles 
Scott had some months before this time gone to Naples, as an 
attache to the British embassy there. During the next six 
months the Major was at Abbotsford every now and then — as 
often as circumstances could permit him to be absent from his 
Hussars. 

On my arrival (May 10th), I found Sir Walter to have rallied 
considerably; yet his appearance, as 1 first saw him, was the 
most painful sight I had ever then seen. Knowing at what 
time I might be expected, he had been lifted on his pony, and 
advanced about half a mile on the Selkirk road to meet me. 
He moved at a foot-pace, with Laidlaw at one stirrup, and his 
forester Swanston (a fine fellow, who did all he could to replace 
Tom Purdie) at the other. Abreast was old Peter Mathieson 
on horseback, with one of my children astride before him on a 
pillion. Sir Walter had had his head shaved, and wore a black 
silk night-cap under his blue bonnet. All his garments hung 
loose about him; his countenance was thin and haggard, and 
there was an obvious distortion in the muscles of one cheek. 
His look, however, was placid — his eye was bright as ever — 
perhaps brighter than it ever was in health; he smiled with 
the same affectionate gentleness, and though at first it was not 
easy to understand everything he said, he spoke cheerfully 
and manfully. 

He had resumed, and was trying to recast, his novel. All 
the medical men had urged him, by every argument, to abstain 
from any such attempts; but he smiled on them in silence, or 
answered with some jocular rhyme. One note has this post¬ 
script — a parody on a sweet lyric of Burns : — 

“Dour, dour, andeidentwas he, 

Dour and eident but-and-ben — 

Dour against their barley-water, 

And eident on the Bramah pen.” 

He told me, that in the winter he had more than once tried 
writing with his own hand, because he had no longer the same 
“ pith and birr ” that formerly rendered dictation easy to him; 
but that the experiment failed. He was now sensible he could 
do nothing without Laidlaw to hold the Bramah pen; adding, 
“ Willie is a kind clerk — I see by his looks when I am pleas¬ 
ing Mm, and that pleases me.” And however the cool critic 
may now estimate Count Bobert, no one who then saw the au¬ 
thor could wonder that Laidlaw*s prevalent feeling in writing 



pages nlioul il have been ail mi ration, Under the full eon- 
M*i«»muie:a flat hi* hail sustained three or (our strokes of apo- 
plr\) »»r palsy, or both combined, and tortured by various 
attendant ailments cramp, rheumatism in half his joints, 
itiih turn*;tain: lameness, anil nmv of late gravel (which was, 
f ItMUi'lf la 4, uut hast l he- retained all the energy of his will, 
.1 loaded titanfuily against thin sat of troubles, and might well 
h*n »• oai* 1 seriously, as he more than mate, both said and wrote 
play I nil \, 

“ ‘Tls nut in nmrtiils to command hiwthh, 

Hut we* If do more, Snupmuius, we’ll deserve It.’ 11 


To assist them in amusing him in the hours which he spent 
out of bin h\ in I \, ami especially that he might be tempted to 
mako tltiHo hours more frequent, his daughters had invited his 
f i and t ho iifillioreHS of Marriage to come out to Abbots ford; 
and Inn routing was serviceable. For slit*, knew and loved him 
noil* and nhr had seru enough of alllietion akin to his, to be 
writ dulled in tlading with it. She could not be an hour in 
ht-i company without observing what lllled his children with 
nonr liuvrou titan att the rest. of the ease, lie would begin a 
fitury m gaily nn ever, and going in spite of the hesitation in 
lii'i Hptwii, i«§ tell if with pieturew|ue effect;*— but Indore bo 
reached the point, it would seem m if some internal spring had 
gHrit way he paused ami gie/ed round him with the blank 
an \irty of look that a blind man has whim he has dropped his 
niait 1 *uthmkmg friends Hometimes pained him sadly by 
g* ung Inin the catchword abruptly. 1 noticed the delicacy of 
MFortier on such oeeusions. Her sight was had, and she 
tmdi cure not louse her glasses when he was speaking; and 
*»)ie affected to lie also troubled with deafness, and would say 

** Well, 1 am getting as dull as a post - I have not, heard 
a »f*ni rtiiieo yon said so amt so *, ** being sure to mention a 
circuited un e lieliiiid that at which he had really halted, lie 
thm Umk lip the thread with his habitual smile of courtesy •— 
n,fi it l*»rget!itig Ins eiise entirely in the consideration of the 
1 in I y d iiilirsinf y . He had also a visit from the learned and 

Mr Macintosh Mitektty, then minister of Laggan, hut 
mm at fhmoou • the chief author of the Uuelie Dictionary, 
thru recentlv published under the auspices of the Highland 
Seeimiy ; ami lids gentleman also accommodated himself, with 
f he I art of genuine kintlmw, 1 1 * the cireniUHtnuees ol the time. 

In the fiiiiidy circle Sir Walter wddoisi spoke of his illness 



at all, and when lie did, it was always in the hopeful strain. 
In private to Laidlaw and myself, his language corresponded 
exactly with the tone of the Diary — he expressed his belief 
that the chances of recovery were few—very few — but always 
added, that he considered it his duty to exert what faculties 
remained to him, for the sake of his creditors, to the very last. 
“I am very anxious/’ he repeatedly said to me, “to be done, one 
way or other, with this Count Robert, and a little story about 
the Castle Dangerous, which also I had long had in my head — 
hut after that I will attempt nothing more — at least not until 
I have finished all the notes for the novels, &c.; for, in case of 
my going off at the next slap, you would naturally have to 
take up that job, — and where could you get at all my old 
wives’ stories?” 

I felt the sincerest pity for Cadell and Ballantyne at this 
time; and advised him to lay Count Robert aside for a few 
weeks at all events, until the general election now going on 
should be over. He consented—but immediately began another 
series of Tales on Drench History—which he never completed. 

On the 18th of May, I witnessed a scene which must dwell 
painfully on many memories besides mine. The rumours of 
brick-bat and bludgeon work at the hustings of this month 
were so prevalent, that Sir Walter’s family, and not less zeal¬ 
ously the Tory candidate (Henry Scott, heir of Harden, now 
Lord Polwarth), tried every means to dissuade him from at¬ 
tending the election for Roxburghshire. We thought over¬ 
night that we had succeeded, and indeed, as the result of the 
vote was not at all doubtful, there could be no good reason for 
his appearing on this occasion. About seven in the morning, 
however, when I came downstairs intending to ride over to 
Jedburgh, I found he had countermanded my horse, ordered 
his chariot to the door, and was already impatient to be off for 
the scene of action. We found the town in a most tempestu¬ 
ous state: in fact, it was almost wholly in the hands of a dis¬ 
ciplined rabble, chiefly weavers from Hawick, who marched 
up and down with drums and banners, and then, after filling 
the Court-hall, lined the streets, grossly insulting every one 
who did not wear the reforming colours. Sir Walter’s carriage, 
as it advanced towards the house of the Shortreed family, was 
pelted with stones; one or two fell into it, but none touched 
him. He breakfasted with the widow and children of his old 
friend, and then walked to the Hall between me and one of 
the young Shortreeds. He was saluted with groans and blas¬ 
phemies all the way — and I blush to add that a woman spat 



upon Mm from a window; but this last contumely I think be 
did not observe. The scene within was much what has been 
described under the date of March 21st, except that though he 
attempted to speak from the Bench, not a word was audible, 
such was the frenzy. Young Harden was returned by a great 
majority, 40 to 19, and we then with difficulty gained the inn 
where the carriage had been put up. But the aspect of the 
street was by that time such, that several of the gentlemen on 
the Whig side came and entreated us not to attempt starting 
from the front of our inn. One of them, Captain Bussell 
Elliot of the Royal JSTavy, lived in the town, or rather in a villa 
adjoining it, to the rear of the Spread Eagle. Sir Walter was 
at last persuaded to accept this courteous adversary’s invita¬ 
tion, and accompanied him through some winding lanes to his 
residence. Peter Mathieson by and by brought the carriage 
thither, in the same clandestine method, and we escaped from 
Jedburgh—with one shower more of stones at the Bridge. I 
believe there would have been a determined onset at that spot, 
but for the zeal of three or four sturdy Darnickers (Joseph 
Shillinglaw, carpenter, being their Coryphaeus), who had, unob¬ 
served by us, clustered themselves beside the footman in the 
rumble. The Diary contains this brief notice: — u May 18. — 
Went to Jedburgh greatly against the wishes of my daughters. 
The mob were exceedingly vociferous and brutal, as they usu¬ 
ally are nowadays. The population gathered in formidable 
numbers — a thousand from Hawick also — sad blackguards. 
The day passed with much clamour and no mischief. Henry 
Scott was re-elected—for the last time, I suppose. Trojafuit. 
I left the borough in the midst of abuse, and the gentle hint of 
Burk Sir Walter. Much obliged to the brave lads of Jeddart.” 

Sir Walter fully anticipated a scene of similar violence at 
the Selkirk election, which occurred a few days afterwards; 
but though here also, by help of weavers from a distance, there 
was a sufficiently formidable display of Radical power, there 
occurred hardly anything of what had been apprehended. 
Here the Sheriff was at home — known intimately to every¬ 
body, himself probably knowing almost all of man’s estate by 
head mark, and, in spite of political fanaticism, all but uni¬ 
versally beloved as well as feared. The only person who ven¬ 
tured actually to hustle a Tory elector on his way to the poll, 
attracted Scott’s observation at the moment when he was get¬ 
ting out of his carriage; he instantly seized the delinquent 
with Ms own hand—the man’s spirit quailed, and no one 
coming to the rescue, he was safely committed to prison until 



the business of the day was over. Sir Walter had e 
preside at this election, and therefore his family w< 
ably have made no attempt to dissuade him from att 
even had he staid away from Jedburgh. Among th 
ated rumours of the time, was one that Lord William 
the Tory candidate for Dumbartonshire, had beei 
massacred by the rabble of his county town. He 
grievously maltreated, but escaped murder, though, 
narrowly. But I can never forget the high glow \ 
fused Sir Walter’s countenance when he heard th< 
dened story, and said calmly, in rather a clear voice 
of his calamitous affliction almost disappearing for tl: 
— “Well, Lord William died at his post — 

‘ Non aliter cineres mando' jacere meos.’ ” 1 

I am well pleased that the ancient capital of the . 
not stain its fair name upon this miserable occasic 
am sorry for Jedburgh and Hawick. This last to^ 
almost within sight of Branksome Hall, overhang 
meet Teviofs silver tide. The civilised American or j 
will curse these places, of which he would never h 
but for Scott, as he passes through them in son 
century, when perhaps all that remains of our natior 
may be the high literature adopted and extended in ' 
planted from our blood. 

Ho doubt these disturbances of the general electi 
unfavourable influence on the invalid. When they 1 
he grew calmer and more collected; his speech becam 
little time, much clearer, and such were the symptoms 
still about him, that I began to think a restoration noi 
Some business called me to London about the middh 
and when I returned at the end of three weeks, I had 
faction to find that he had been gradually amending. 

But, alas! the first use he made of this partial i 
had been to expose his brain once more to an imaging 
He began his Castle Dangerous—the ground-work b( 
an old story which he had told in print, many years 
a rapid manner. 2 And now, for the first time, he le 
tyne out of his secret. He thus writes to Cadell on 
July: — “I intend to tell this little matter to nobody 
hart. Perhaps not even to him; certainly not to i 
having turned his back on his old political friend* 

1 Martial, i. 89 2 See Essay on Chivalry —18: 


longer have a claim to be a secretary in such matters, though 
I shall always be glad to befriend him.” James’s criticisms 
on Count Robert had wounded Mm — the Diary, already quoted, 
shews how severely. The last visit this old ally ever paid at 
Abbotsford, occurred a week or two after. His newspaper had 
by this time espoused openly the cause of the Reform Bill — 
and some unpleasant conversation took place on that subject, 
which might well be a sore one for both parties — and not least, 
considering the whole of his personal history, for Mr. Ballan- 
tyne. Next morning, being Sunday, he disappeared abruptly, 
without saying farewell; and when Scott understood that he 
had signified an opinion that the reading of the Church service, 
with a sermon from South or Barrow, would be a poor substi¬ 
tute for the mystical eloquence of some new idol down the vale, 
he expressed considerable disgust. They never met again in 
this world. In truth, Ballantyne’s health also was already 
much broken; and if Scott had been entirely himself, he would 
not have failed to connect that circumstance in a charitable way 
with this never strong-minded man’s recent abandonment of 
his own old terra jirma, both religious and political. But this 
is a subject on which we have no title to dwell. Sir "Walter’s 
misgivings about himself, if I read him aright, now rendered 
him desirous of external support ,* but this his spirit would fain 
suppress and disguise even from itself. When I again saw him 
on the lgth of this month, he shewed me several sheets of the 
new romance, and told me how he had designed at first to have 
it printed by somebody else than Ballantyne, but that, on re¬ 
flection, he had shrunk from hurting his feelings on so tender 
a point. I found, however, that he had neither invited nor re¬ 
ceived any opinion from James as to what he had written, but 
that he had taken an alarm lest he should fall into some blunder 
about the scenery fixed on (which he had never seen but once 
when a schoolboy), and had kept the sheets in proof until I 
should come back and accompany him in a short excursion to 
Lanarkshire. He was anxious in particular to see the tombs 
in the Church of St. Bride, adjoining the site of his cc Castle 
Dangerous,” of which Mr. Blore had shewn him drawings; and 
he hoped to pick up some of the minute traditions, in which he 
had always delighted, among the inhabitants of Douglasdale. 

We set out early on the 18th, and ascended the Tweed, pass¬ 
ing in succession Yair, Ashestiel, Innerleithen, Traquair, and 
many more scenes dear to his early life, and celebrated in his 
writings. The morning was still, but gloomy, and at length 
we had some thunder. It seemed to excite him vividly,— 
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This seemed to put him into the train of Prior, and he re¬ 
peated several striking passages both of the Alma and the Sol¬ 
omon. lie was still at this when we reached a longish hill, 
and he got out to walk a little. As we climbed the ascent, he 
leaning heavily on my shoulder, we were met by a couple of 
beggars, who were, or professed to be, old soldiers both of 
Egypt and the Peninsula. One of them wanted a leg, which 
eircumstaneo alone would have opened Scott’s purse-strings, 
though for ex facie a sad old blackguard; but the fellow had 
recognised his person, as it happened, and in asking an alms, 
bade God bless him fervently by his name. The mendicants 
went on their way, and wo stood breathing on the knoll. Sir 
Walter followed them with his eye, and planting his stick 
firmly on the sod, repeated without break or hesitation Prior’s 
verses to the historian Mezeray. That he applied them to 
himself, was touchingly obvious — 

u WhatoVr thy countrymen have done, 

By law and wit, by sword and gun, 

In t-hoo is faithfully recited; 

And all the living world that view 
Thy works, give thee the praises due — 

At once instructed and delighted. 

Yet for the fame of all these deeds, 

What beggar in the Invalides, 

With lameness broke, with blindness smitten, 

Wished over decently to die, 

To have been either Mezeray — 

Or any monarch he has written ? 

The man in graver tragic known, 

Though his best part long since was done, 

Still on the stage desires to tarry ; 

And he who play’d the harlequin, 

After the jest, still loads the scone, 

Unwilling to retire, though weary.” 

We spent the night at the Inn of Douglas Mill, and at an 
early hour next morning proceeded to inspect, under the care 
of one of Lord Douglas’ tenants, Mr. Haddow, the Oastle, the 
strange old bounj, the Church, long since deserted as a place of 
worship, and the very extraordinary monuments of the most 
heroic and powerful family in the annals of Scotland. That 
works of sculpture equal to any of the fourteenth century in 
Westminster Abbey (for such they certainly were, though much 
mutilated by Cromwell’s soldiery) should be found in so remote 
an inland place, attests strikingly the boundless resources of 



those haughty lords, “ whose coronet,” as Scott says, “ so often 
counterpoised the crown.” The effigy of the best friend of 
Bruce is among the number, and represents him cross-legged, 
as having fallen in battle with the Saracen,' when on his 
way to Jerusalem with the heart of his king. The whole peo¬ 
ple of the barony gathered round the doors, and two persons 
of extreme old age, — one so old that he well remembered Duke 
Willie — that is to say, the Conqueror of Culloden—were in¬ 
troduced to tell all their local legends, while Sir Walter ex¬ 
amined by torchlight these silent witnesses of past greatness. 
It was a.strange and melancholy scene, and its recollection 
prompted some passages in Castle Dangerous, which might 
almost have been written at the same time with Lammer- 
moor. The appearance of the village, too, is most truly 
transferred to the novel 3 and I may say the same of the 
surrounding landscape. We descended into a sort of crypt 
in which the Douglases were buried until about a century 
ago, when there was room for no more; the leaden coffins 
around the wall being piled on each other, until the lower ones 
had been pressed flat as sheets of pasteboard, while the floor 
itself was entirely paved with others of comparatively modern 
date, on which coronets and inscriptions might be traced. Here 
the silver case that once held the noble heart of the Good Lord 
James himself, is still pointed out. It is in the form of a 
heart, which, in memory of his glorious mission and fate, 
occupies ever since the chief place in the blazon of his 
posterity: — 

“ The bloody heart blazed in the van, 

Announcing Douglas’ dreaded name.” 

This charnel-house, too, will be recognised easily. Of the re¬ 
doubted Castle itself, there remains but a small detached frag¬ 
ment, covered with ivy, close to the present mansion; but he 
hung over it long, or rather sat beside it, drawing outlines on 
the turf, and arranging in his fancy the sweep of the old pre¬ 
cincts. Before the subjacent and surrounding lake and morass 
were drained, the position must indeed have been the perfect 
model of solitary strength. The crowd had followed us, and 
were lingering about to see him once more as he got into his 
carriage. They attended *him to the spot where it was waiting, 
in perfect silence. It was not like a mob, but a procession. 
He was again obviously gratified, and saluted them with an 
earnest yet placid air, as he took his leave. 

It was again a darkish cloudy day, with some occasional 



mutton ngs ol distant thunder, and perhaps the state of the 
atmosphere told upon Sir Walter’s nerves; but I had never 
before seen him m sensitive as he was all the morning after 
this inspection of Douglas. As vve drove over the high table¬ 
land of Lesmahago, bo repeated 1 know not how many verses 
from Winton, Harbour, and Blind Harry, with, 1 believe, al¬ 
most every stanza of Dunbar’s elegy on the deaths of the 
Makers (poets). It was now that I saw him, such as he paints 
himself, in one or two passages of his Diary, but such as his 
companions in the meridian vigour of his life never saw him — 
“ the rushing of a brook, or the sighing of the summer breeze, 
bringing the tears into his eyes not unpleasantly.” Bodily 
weakness laid the delicacy of the organisation bare, over which 
he had prided himself in wearing a sort of half-stoical mask. 
High and exalted feelings, indeed, he had never been able to 
keep concealed, but he had shrunk from exhibiting to human 

.6 


though not distinct recitative, his first favourite among all the 
ballads, —— 

“ It was about the Lammas tide, 

When husbandmen do win their day, 

That the Doughty Douglas bownde him to ride 


fore the dinner-hour, and Sir Walter appeared among the 
friends who received him there with much of his old grace¬ 
ful composure of courtesy. He walked about a little — was 
pleased with the progress made in some building operations, and 
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Walter had been familiar through life, and whose enl 
had been impossible to resist. One of these was the 
Elliott Lockhart of Cleghorn and Borthwickbrae —1< 
ber of Parliament for Selkirkshire — the same w] 
reform address had been preferred to the Sheriff’ 
freeholders of that county in the preceding Mar< 
alas! very soon after that address was accepted, B 
brae had a shock of paralysis as severe as any his < 
had as yet sustained. He, too, had rallied beyond ex 
and his family were more hopeful, perhaps, than t] 
dared to be. Sir Walter and he had not met for a fe^ 
not since they rode side by side, as I well remem 
merry day’s sport at Bowhill; and I need not tell an 
knew Borthwickbrae, that a finer or more gallant sp 
the Border gentleman than he was in his prime, nev€ 
a hunting-field. When they now met (lieu qttantum 
each saw his own case glassed in the other, and i 
their manly hearts could well contain itself as they 
Each exerted himself to the utmost—indeed far i 
and they were both tempted to transgress the law 
physicians. 

At night Scott promised to visit Cleghorn on his v 
but next morning, at breakfast, came a messenger to 
that the laird, on returning to his own house, fell 
another fit, and was now despaired of. Immediately 
he had intended to remain two days, Sir Walter 
brother aside, and besought him to lend him hors 
as Lanark, for that he must set off with the leasi 
delay. He would listen to no persuasions. — “No, 
he said, “ this is a sad warning. I must home to w 
it is called day; for the night cometh when no man 
I put that text, many a year ago, on my dial-stone; b 
preached in vain.” 1 

We started accordingly, and making rather a fore 
reached Abbotsford the same night. During tlae j( 
was more silent than I ever before found him; he i 
be wrapt in thought, and was but seldom roused to h 
of any object we passed. The little he said was mo 
Castle Dangerous, which he now seemed to feel sure 
finish in a fortnight, though his observation of th 

1 This dial-stone, which used to stand in front of the old ( 
is now in the centre of the garden, is inscribed, NTS TAP EPX: 
same Greek words made the legend on Dr. Johnson’s watch: 
probably taken the hint from Boswell. 


must needs cost tlic re-writing of several passages in the chap¬ 
ters already put into type. 

For two* or three weeks he bent himself sedulously to his 
task —and cone,luded both Castle Dangerous and the long- 
suspended Count Robert. By this time he had submitted to 
the recommendation of all his medical friends, and agreed to 
spend the coming winter away from Abbotsford, among new 
scenes, in a more genial climate, and above all (so he promised), 
incomplete abstinence from all literary labour. When Cap¬ 
tain Basil Hall understood that he had resolved on wintering 
at Naples (where, as lias been mentioned, his son Charles was 
attached to the British Legation), it occurred to the zealous 
sailor that, on such an occasion as this all thoughts of political 
difference ought to bo dismissed, — and he, unknown to Scott, 
addressed a let,tor to Sir James Graham, then Eirst Lord of the 
Admiralty, stating the condition of his friend’s health, and 
his proposed plan, and suggesting that it would be a fit and 
graceful thing for the King’s Government to place a frigate at 
his disposal. Sir James replied that it afforded his Koyal 
Master, as well as himself, the sincerest satisfaction to comply 
with this hint; and that whenever Sir Walter found it con¬ 
venient to come southwards, a vessel should be prepared for 
his reception. Nothing could bo handsomer than the way in 
which all this matter was arranged, and Scott, deeply gratified, 
exclaimed that things were yet in the hands of gentlemen; 
but that he feared they had been undermining the state of 
society which required such persons as themselves to be at 
the head. 

lie had no wish, however, to leave Abbotsford until the 
approach of winter; and having dismissed his Tales, seemed to 
say to himself that he would enjoy his dear valley for the in¬ 
tervening weeks, draw friends about him, revisit all the famil¬ 
iar scenes in his neighbourhood once more; and if he were 
never to come back, store himself with the most agreeable rec¬ 
ollections in his power, and so conduct himself as to bequeath 
to us who surrounded him a last stock of gentle impressions. 
He continued to work a little at his notes and prefaces, the 
Roliquim of Oldbuok, and a private tome entitled Sylva Abbots- 
fordiensis, but did not fatigue himself; and when once all plans 
were settled, and all cares in so far as possible set aside, his 
health and spirits certainly rallied most wonderfully. He had 
settled that my wife and 1 should dine at Abbotsford, and he 
and Anne at Ohiefswood, day about; and this rule was seldom 
departed from. Both at home and in the cottage he was will- 
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Mr. Turner’s sketch of this picturesque Peel, and its cf brother- 
hood of venerable trees,” is probably familiar to most of my 
readers. 

Mr. (JadeH brought the artist to Abbotsford, and was also of 
this Bomorsido parly. I must not omit to record liow grate¬ 
fully all Sir Walter’s family felt the delicate and watchful ten¬ 
derness of Mr. (ladell’s conduct on this occasion. He so man¬ 
aged that the Novels just, finished should remain in types, but 
not thrown off unt.il the author should have departed; so as to 
give opportunity for revising and abridging them. He might 
well be the bearer of cheering news as to their greater concerns, 
for the sale of the Mag mem had, in spite of political turbu¬ 
lences and distractions, gone on successfully. 1 hit he probably 
strained a point to make things appear still better than they 
really were. He certainly spoke so as to satisfy his friend 
that he need give himself no sort of uneasiness about the pecu¬ 
niary results of idleness and travel. It was about this time that 
we observed Sir Walter beginning to entertain the notion that 
his debts were paid off. By degrees, dwelling on this fancy, 
he believed in if fully and implicitly. It was a gross delusion 
— but neither (ladell nor any one else had the heart to disturb 
it by any formal statement of figures. It contributed greatly 
more than any circumstance besides to soothe Sir Walter’s feel- 
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loved all bis children, he had a pride in the Major that stood 
quite by itself, and the hearty approbation which looked through 
his eyes whenever turned on him, sparkled brighter than ever 
as his own physical strength decayed. Young Walter had on 
thin occasion sent down a horse or two to winter at Abbotsford. 
x remarkably tall and handson 
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masters of romance appeared to have been surrounded 
with any due marks of respect, in the close of life. I happened 
to observe that <Vrvanl.es, on Ins last journey to Madrid, met 
with an incident which seemed to have given him no common 
satisfaction. Sir Walter,did not remember the passage, and 
desired mo to find it out in the life by Poliieer which was at 
hand, and Iran slab', it. 1 did so, and ho listened with lively 
though pensive interest. Our friend Allan, the historical 
painter, had also come out that day from Edinburgh, and ho 
since told me that ho remembers nothing he ever saw with so 
much sad pleasure as the attitudes and aspect of Scott and 
Wordsworth as the story went on. Mr. Wordsworth was at 
that time, I should notice —though indeed his noble stanzas 
toll it— in hut a feeble state of general health. lie was, more¬ 


over, suffering so much from some malady in his eyes, that he 
wore a deep green shade over them. Thus ho sat between Sir 
Walter and his daughter: abslt omen — but it was no wonder 
that Allan thought as much of Milton as of Cervantes. The 
anecdote of the young student’s raptures on discovering that 
ha had been riding all day with the author of Don Quixote, is 
introduced in the Preface to Count Robert and Castle Danger¬ 
ous, which — (for I may not return to the subject) — came 
out at the close of November in four volumes, as the Fourth 
Berios of Talcs of My Landlord. 

The following Bonnet was, no doubt, composed by Mr. 
Wordsworth that same evening: — 


H A trouble, net of clouds, or weeping rain, 

Nor of the setting sun’s pathetic light 
Engendered, hangs o’er Pildon’s triple height: 

Spirits of power assembled there complain 
For kindred power departing from their sight; 

While Tweed, best pleased in chanting a blithe strain, 

Saddens his voice again, and yet again. 

lift up your hearts, ye mourners 1 for the might 

Of the whole world’s good wishes with him goes; 

Blessings and prayers, in nobler retinue 

Than sceptred King or laurelled Conqueror knows, 

Follow this wondrous potentate. Be true, 

Ye winds of Ocean, and the Midland Boa, 

Wafting your charge to soft Parthenopo.” 

Early on the 23d of September 1831, Sir Walter left Abbots¬ 
ford, attended by his daughter Anne and myself, and we 
reached London by easy stages on the 28th, Laving spent one 
day at liokoby. I luwc nothing to mention of this journey 



h-i? in.fii; 


f *■-#* m * i -?■ I \ * "i% h !l*" 1 i, I ,t,H;|rlin| H|||T|| 

* ! h* * «-! ?!h* t'iirh.ia' ft* %f% i Ijt 11 , If 

th*! * * 4 U<*pf T 'hr n P I!i! ^ ; * s h n | >.t ;it i)t «'tj 

« Until* \ .u 4 .«* I* ?,» ’ p VI Sill li rn f Iia*I .111 "iri-si »|i «/.rij 

him, „%,n Pf* ,if I4;i 1 1 * ■>•* i «, » M 1 j jui fl)^! 

t‘ !•< *** h, ^' 1 ! ^h,i? In ! s ]' u ini,; f >». ’ih Sfr S|i*t 

s! T ' |M ‘ ‘ ,s ** I ’ 4 J-« 5 »•" h ** ! k ’» ni« ' 1 st’ flu 

**• 1 v * I 1 i «4 t hr llilj, »,ii flii* | i i,|$ 1 1 || 

1 > * * ’ ^ 1 ’ » 1 * ' v .ill* i if ; »i,n if fnuf i»r«*l| i 

th * t i f i- - ( Hr i i>.’ i i’itir, p I ^ m-<» 4»U hrjMii^ 

I.m **n*' >4 i >„« f * fi.iik h iia 1 *I*♦ »4 | r s 44 f'?> 4 ul«' » '* .tint if 

t 1 ' h*-*. ' iMilrsi hr i Minn fhi*'I* fi» irrl-iuii ft, j 

* * ft riii i! l*»r iii*i fi'iltr I'li*' niuh ttfitrlt 

^ 1 t »4 ■? ‘ ’ \ * * h Jill atiffrl li*4«ll!l|,t list' |li , il|*| i*| fill 

hnn* na h,4v »iii» I «« m \% <% i i ii% * nl *4 itl« f |»\ M 
**-*' hv hipi l^'M|s.|r ill Iir4 Ii» )||?<| Cnrfp|k§ |*r*|llil.fii>l| 1 
Nt SI idlef iitmril in I pi?! 1-4 mu in tin' sn it| **! **f t lit' 
l»iilr?i I hr mpvi»ii 4 |%rf**rm llill, ,i$i 4 tit# friwtnftH d 
<4 lliP ii il i f# 4pur ?ft j»»irl wil 

l*tm II* ’*4 ?< !p' hi'H’n % #4 •:«'■'! rr,.i3 mI' Shr rlilpf *| 

itl 1 * ill«il «4 flip I hikr ‘4 SS t !Spi* 4' ! •**» •jliiitlrii 
llliiftl »,ii«*kpf| I U hr.v,4 f * ) ih fin*' i iffr 1 !**'» I !«» I Ilf ^ 


®i Ifir m| tl I V MAP Iuhni , ,|pi| nut two’ll 

#llf’iiii t tir i* In ill pus lit* nf infsiii! him »*f lliirrlini 

IT' 4 ^ pi h« t lip- Kip/ t .1*1 #|»o#np i i»* \n\ iip 11 j it i ti 

wi'lfn!ai,'i fliitf tin' 5 riifi^iipiiiv mnni \w ii4|Hiit'§ml» 

Hi-4. ft rjp ir ft' »| 'i.if* fu| |i|f l»* % I **ll | I 

jr p t !hr *' *4 4 <!sp t*( liiPi iiiiiiiililtf i 

I hi ftp*f I P V'ii |,« rf) 

Muitp. 1 hn h\$\ y %hk*h % 4 ,^ til! I!»«+ 2114 **f Oi*t<4w»r 
In « aH*'4 mu i44,ii4i t4 |a» »i!4 fnp?nl» f tml ln« in i ri*j 
,i I il H’fi *n <«jd will* Hir 

i»ii < ‘lii|»ii$ini i s i*iii$iiiiii, mill fwiim m nli tf.uly <*if**r 
iiniii|4-u I 'pfAili Ji« work<^i ii IillI*^ in tin* tiitiriiiii 

|m| llii' 

l>r Ilcilwti tm*w mm *4 ItPf 

mi# i4 tin'* f ninth with H'liirfi >4ir Wnllnr tm»f !l%v«l ill 
III filirli liffilliri life# l*4» Jlllll rnlfHiiltltJf 

fVlli*ll$#<l III till* flr|fr|il*?i 1*41 Ii l utitl llittllgll fil’Slll 

%4ili4 titif li»» i4iiitlr#ii r«ttI4 l^itirf any nllipr in«li< 
np«w.i.nrf i it wnn wtilf tin# l« F#riii»iiPii Ifml i*f*iiiw « 
t«* t,il!r 4 us ^ * ,m«ii 4 lh willi In tit- Hit* II 


Henry Holland (an esteemed friend of liis own] came accord¬ 
ingly ; and all the three concurred in recognising evidence 
that there was incipient disease in the brain. There were still, 
however, such symptoms of remaining vigour, that they flat¬ 
tered themselves, if their patient would submit to a total inter¬ 
mission of all literary labour during some considerable space 
of time, the malady might yet bo arrested. When they left 
him after the first inspection, they withdrew into an adjoining 
room, and on soon rejoining him found that in the interim he had 
wheeled his chair into a dark corner, so that he might see their 
faces without their being able to read his. When he was in¬ 
formed of the comparatively favourable views they entertained, 
he expressed great thankfulness; promised to obey all their 
directions as to diet and repose most scrupulously; and he did 
not conceal from them, that “ he had feared insanity and feared 
them.” 

The following are extracts from his Diary: — “ London, Octo¬ 
ber 2, 1821. — 1 have been very ill, and if not quite unable to 
write, 1 have been unfit to do it. I have wrought, however, 
at two Wavorley things, hut not well. A total prostration of 
bodily strength is my chief complaint. I cannot walk half a 
miles There is, besides, some mental confusion, with the 
extent of which I am not, perhaps, fully acquainted. I am 
perhaps setting. I am myself inclined to think so, and like a 
day that has been admired as a fine one, the light of it sets 
down amid mists and storms. 1 neither regret nor fear the 
approach of death, if it is coming. 1 would compound for a 
little pain instead of this heartless muddiness of mind. The 
expense of this journey, &c. will be considerable; yet these 
heavy burdens could be easily borne if I were to be the 
Walter Scott I once was — hut the change is great. And the 
ruin which I fear involves that of my country. I fancy the 
instances of Euthanasia are not in very serious cases very 
common. Instances there certainly are among the learned and 
the unlearned —Dr. Black, Tom Bardie. I should like, if it 
pleased (loti, to slip off in such a quiet way; but we must take 
what fate sends. I have not warm hopes of being myself again.” 

Bir Walter seemed to enjoy having one or two friends to 
meet him at dinner—and a few more in the evenings. Among 
others he thus saw, more than once, Lord Montagu and his 
family, the Marchioness of Stafford (afterwards Duchess of 
Sutherland), the Macleods of Macleod, Lady Davy, Mr. Rogers, 
Lord Mahon, Mr. Murray, Lord Dudley, Lord Melville, the 
Bishop of Exeter, Lord Ashley, Sir David Wilkie, Mr. Thomas 
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sn^hi pal ay of 0110 cheek. 11 i« utterance was so thick and 
indistinct an to make it very difficult for any but those ac¬ 
customed to hear it, to gather his meaning. His gait was less 
linn and assured than ever; but his power of self-command, 
his social tact, and his benevolent courtesy, the habits of a life, 
remained untouched by a malady which had obscured the higher 
powers of his intellect.*’ 

After breakfast, Sir Walter, accompanied by his son and 
both his daughters, set off for Portsmouth; and Captain Basil 
Hall had the kindness to precede them by an early coach, and 
prepare everything for their reception at the hotel. In changing 
horses at Guilford, Sir Walter got out of his carriage, and very 
narrowly escaped being run over by a stage-coach. Of all “ the 
habits of a life, 1 ’ none c.lung longer to him than his extreme 
repugnance to being helped in anything. It was late before he 
came to lean, as a matter of course, when walking, upon any 
one but Tom Purdio; and, in the sequel, this proud feeling, 
coupled with increasing tendency to abstraction of mind, often 
exposed him to imminent hazard. 

The Barham could not sail for a week. During this interval, 
Sir Walter scarcely stirred from his hotel, being unwilling to 
display bis infirmities to the crowd of gazers who besieged him 
whenever he appeared. He received, however, deputations of 
the literary and sciontilie societies of the town, and all other 
visitors, with his usual ease and courtesy: and he might well 
be gratified with the extraordinary marks of deference paid 
him by the official persons who could in any way contribute 
to Ids'comfort. The first Lord of the Admiralty, Sir James 
Graham, and the Secretary, Sir John Barrow, both appeared in 
person, to ascertain that nothing had been neglected for his 
accommodation on board the frigate. The Admiral, Sir Thomas 
Foley, placed his barge at his disposal; the Governor, Sir Colin 
Campbell, and all the chief officers, naval and military, seemed 
to strive with each other in attention to him and his companions. 
In Hall’s Third Series of Fragments of Voyages, some interest¬ 
ing details have long since been made public: — it may be 
sufficient to say here that had Captain Bigot and his gallant 
shipmates been appointed to convoy a Prince of the Blood, more 
anxious and delicate exertions could not have been made, either 
in altering the interior of the vessel, so as to meet the wants 
of the passengers, or afterwards, throughout the voyage, in 
rendering if easy, comfortable, and as far as might be, interest¬ 
ing and amusing. 
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am of the largest blocks of lava which I could find on the 
inlet.” 

At Malta, which ho reached on the 22d, Sir Walter found 
several friends of former days. The .Right Honourable John 
Hookham Krere had been resident tluu’O for several years, the 
captive of the enchanting (dimate and the romantic monuments 
of the old chivalry. 1 Sir John Stoddart, the Chief Judge, had 
known the I had. even* since the days of Lasswado; and the 
Lieutenant-Coventor, Colonel Seymour .Bathurst, had often 
met him under the roof of his father, the late Karl Bathurst. 
Captain Dawson, husband to Lord Kinneddor’s eldest daughter, 
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Mr. Frero, notorioxis tor absence ot mind, more than once an 
but transgressed. On being set at liberty, Sir Walter removed 
to a hotel close to Dr. Davy’s residence in the Strada Ponente. 
He, chiefly under Mrs. Davy’s escort, visited the knightly 
antiquities of La Valetta, the Church of St John and its rich 
monuments, the deserted palac.es and libraries of the heroic 
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Though he remained here until the middle of April, the 
x-eader will pardon me for giving but few of the details to which 
I have had access. He was immediately elected into the chief 
literary societies of the place; and the king gave him unusual 
facilities in the use of all its libraries and museums. An an~ 
oient MS. of the Romance of Sir Bevis of Hampton being 
-pointed out to him, he asked and obtained permission to have 
ft transcript; and one was executed in his own apartments, 
fie also expressed great curiosity as to the local ballads and 
^popular tracts, chiefly occupied with the exploits of bandits, 
and collected enough of them to form about a dozen volumes, 
•which he took a fancy to have bound in vellum. Sir William 
Oell was his cicerone to most of the celebrated spots in the 
city and its vicinity — but soon discovered that he felt compara¬ 
tively little interest in anything that he saw, unless he could 
connect it somehow with traditions ox legends of mediaeval 
History or romance, or trace some resemblance to the scenery 
of familiar associations at home. Thus, amidst the chestnut 
forest near Pass turn, he was heard repeating Jock of Hazeldean 
— and again, in looking down on the Lucrine Lake, Baise, Mise- 
raum, and Averno, he suddenly pronounced, “in a grave tone 
and with great emphasis,” some fragment of a Jacobite ditty— 

“ ’Tis up the rocky mountain and down the mossy glen, 

We darena gang a milking for Charlie and his men.” 

At Pompeii alone did his thoughts seem to he wholly com¬ 
manded by the realities before him. There he had himself car¬ 
ried from house to house, and examined everything leisurely; but 
said little, except ever and anon in an audible whisper, “ The 
city of the dead—the city of the dead! ” 

Meantime he more and more lost sight of the necessary re¬ 
strictions—resumed too much of the usual habits in partici¬ 
pating of splendid hospitalities, and, worst of all, resumed his 
pen. No persuasion could arrest him. He wrote several small 
tales, the subjects taken from the Newgate history of the Near 
politan banditti; and covered many quires with chapter after 
chapter of a romance connected with the Knights of St. John. 

The MS. of these painful days is hardly to be deciphered by 
any effort; but he often spoke as well pleased with what he 
was doing, and confident that, on reaching Scotland again, he 
should have produced welcome materials for the press though 
on many other occasions his conversation intimated apprehen¬ 
sions of a far different order, and he not only prognosticated 
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at Abbotsford, in celebration of bis release from all difficul¬ 
ties. All this while he sent letters frequently to his daughter 
Sophia, Mr. Cadell, Mr. Laidlaw, and myself Some were of 
a very melancholy cast —for the dream about his debts was 
occasionally broken: m general, however, these his last letters 
tell the same story of delusive hopes both as to health and 
wealth, of satisfaction m the resumption of his pen of eager¬ 
ness to be once more at Abbotsford, and of affectionate anxiety 
about the friends he was there to rejoin. Every one of those 
to Laidlaw has something about the poor people and the dogs. 
One to myself conveyed his desire that he might be set down 
for "something as handsome as I liked 55 in a subscription 
then thought of for the Ettrick Shepherd; who that spring 
visited London, and was in no respect improved by Ms visit. 
Another to my wife bade her purchase a grand pianoforte 
which he wished to present to Miss Cadell, his bookseller’s 
daughter. The same generous spirit was shewn in many other 
communications. 

It had been his intention not to leave the Mediterranean 
without seeing Bhodes himself — but he suddenly dropt this 
scheme, on learning that Ms friend Sir Frederick Adam, Gov¬ 
ernor of the Ionian Islands, who had invited him to Corfu, was 
ordered to India. From that hour Ms whole thoughts were 
fixed on home — and his companions soon ceased from oppos¬ 
ing his inclinations. Miss Scott was no doubt the more will¬ 
ing to yield, as having received intelligence of the death of 
her nephew, the “Hugh Littlejohn 57 of the Grandfather’s 
Tales—which made her anxious about her sister. But indeed, 
since her father would again work, what good end could it 
serve to keep him from working at Ms own desk ? And since 
all her entreaties, and the warnings of foreign doctors, proved 
alike unavailing as to the regulation of his diet, what remain¬ 
ing chance could there be on that score, unless from replacing 
him under the eye of the friendly physicians whose authority 
had formerly seemed to have due influence on Ms mind ? He 
had wished to return by the route of the Tyrol and Germany, 
partly for the sake of the remarkable chapel and monuments 
of the old Austrian princes at Innspmck, and the feudal ruins 
upon the Ehine, hut chiefly that he might have an interview 
with Goethe at Weimar. That poet died on the 22d of March, 
and the news seemed to act npon Scott exactly as the illness 
of Borthwickbrae had done in the August before. His impa¬ 
tience redoubled: all his fine dreams of recovery seemed to 
vanish at once — “ Alas for Goethe! 55 he exclaimed: "but he 
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t.lm grand old castle of Braeciano: whore he spent a night in the 
feudal balls of i.lio Orsini, now included among the numberless 
possessions of the Banker I hams' Torlonia. 

u Walking on the battlements of t.his castle next morning ” 
(loth May) • says Mr. (’honey — u lie spoke of (loethe with 
regret; he had been in correspondence with him before, his 
death, and had purposed visiting him at Weimar. I told him 
1 Jiad been to see (ioethe the year before, and that I had found 
him well, and, though very old, in the perfect possession of all 
his faculties. — 1 Of all his faculties ! 5 ho replied; — ‘it is much 
better to die than to survive them, and better still to die than 
live* in the apprehension of it.; but. the. worst of all, 5 he added, 
thoughtfully, 1 would have been to have survived their partial 
loss, and yet to be eonseious of his state.’—- He did not seem to 
be, however, a great admirer of some of (ioethe 1 s works. Much 


of his popularity, ho observed, was owing to pieces which, in 
his latter moments, ho might, have wished recalled. lie spoke 
with much feeling. I answered, that he must.derive great con¬ 
solation in the reflection that, his own popularity was owing to 
no such cause. Ho remained silent for a moment, with his 


eyes fixed on the ground; when ho raised them, as he shook 
mo by the hand, 1 perceived the light-blue eye sparkled with 
unusual moisture. lie added — c I am drawing near to the 
eloso of my career; l am fast shuttling off the stage. I have 
been perhaps the most voluminous author of the day; and it is 
a comfort to me to think that I have tried to unsettle no man’s 


faith, to corrupt no man’s principled” 

Next, day, Friday, May 11, Sir Walter left. Rome. — “ During 
his stay there” (adds Mr. (’.honey) u ho had received every 
mark of attention and respect from the Italians, who, in not 
crowding to visit, him, were deterred only by their delicacy and 
their dread of intruding on an invalid. The enthusiasm was 


by no means confined to the higher orders. His fame, and 
even his works, arc familiar to all classes — the stalls are filled 


with translations of his novels in the cheapest forms; and some 
of the most popular plays and operas have been founded upon 
them. Some time after ho left. Italy, when I was travelling in 
the mountains of Tuscany, it has more than once occurred to 
me to be stopped in little villages, hardly accessible to carriages, 
by an eager admirer of Sir Walter, to inquire after the health 
of my illustrious countryman.” 
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repeatedly wished to travel all the night as well as all the day 
and the symptoms of an approaching fit were so obvious, thai 
he was more than once bled, ere they reached Mayence, by the 
hand of his affectionate domestic. 

At this town they embarked, on the 8th June, in the Khine 
steam-boat; and while they descended the famous river 
through its most picturesque region, he seemed to enjoy, though 
lie said nothing, the perhaps unrivalled scenery it presented 
to him. His eye was fixed on the successive crags and castles, 
and ruined monasteries, each of which had been celebrated in 
some German ballad familiar to his ear, and all of them 
blended in the immortal panorama of Chilcle Harold. But so 
soon as they had passed Cologne, and nothing but flat shores, 
and here and there a grove of poplars and a village spire were 
offered to the vision, the weight of misery sunk down again 
upon him. It was near Mmeguen, on the evening of the 9th, 
that he sustained another serious attack of apoplexy, combined 
with paralysis. Nicolson’s lancet restored, after the lapse of 
some minutes, the signs of animation; but this was the crown¬ 
ing blow. Next day he insisted on resuming his journey, and 
on the 11th was lifted into an English steam-boat at Rotterdam. 

He reached London about six o’clock on the evening of 
Wednesday the 13th of June. Owing to the unexpected 
rapidity of the journey, his eldest daughter had had no notice 
when to expect him; and fearful of finding her either out of 
town, or unprepared to receive him and his attendants under 
her roof, Charles Scott drove to the St. James’s hotel in Jerinyn 
Street, and established his quarters there before he set out in 
quest of his sister and myself. When we reached the hotel, 
he recognised us with many marks of tenderness, but signified 
that he was totally exhausted; so no attempt was made to 
remove him further, and he was put to bed immediately. Dr. 
Fergusson saw him the same night, and next day Sir Henry 
Halford and Dr. Holland saw him also; and during the next 
three weeks the two latter visited him daily, while Fergusson 
was scarcely absent from, his pillow. The Major was soon on 
the spot. To his children, all assembled once more about him, 
he repeatedly gave his blessing in a very solemn manner, as if 
expecting immediate death; but he was never in a condition 
for conversation, and sunk either into sleep or delirious stupor 
upon the slightest effort. 

Mrs. Thomas Scott came to town as soon as she heard of his 
arrival, and remained to help us. She was more than once 
recognised and thanked. Mr. Cadell, too, arrived from Edin* 
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hut his Lordship was of course informed that Sir Walter Scott 
was not situated as the journalist had represented. 

Dr. Dergusson’s Memorandum on Jcrmyn Street will be 
acceptable to the reader. He says — “ When 1 saw Sir Walter, 
he was lying in the second floor back-room of the St. James’s 
Hotel, in a state of stupor, from which, however, lie could be 
roused for a moment by being addressed, and then he recognised 
those about him, but immediately relapsed. I think I never 
saw anything more magnificent than the symmetry of his 
colossal bust., as he lay on the pillow with his chest and neck 
exposed. During the time he was in Jermyn Street he was 
calm but never collected, and in general either in absolute 
stupor or in awaking dream. He never seemed to know where 
he was, but imagined himself to be still in the steam-boat. 
Idle rattling of carriages, and the noises of the street, some¬ 
times disturbed this illusion — and then ho fancied himself at 
the polling-booth of Jedburgh, where he had been insulted and 
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Abbotsford, and he relapsed into his stupor; but on gaining 
the hank immediately above it, his excitement became again 
ungovernable. 

]Mr. Laidlaw was waiting at the porch, and assisted us in 
lifting him into the dining-room, where his bed had been pre¬ 
pared. He sat bewildered for a few moments, and then resting 
his eye on Laidlaw, said — “ Ha! Willie Laidlaw! 0 man, 

how often have I thought of you! ” By this time his dogs had 
assembled about his chair they began to fawn upon him and 
lick: his hands, and he alternately sobbed and smiled over them, 
nntil sleep oppressed him. 

ZDr. Watson having consulted on all things with Mr. Clarkson 
of Melrose, and his father, the good old “ Country Surgeon ” of 
Selkirk, resigned the patient to them, and returned to London. 
USTone of them could have any hope, but that of soothing irrita¬ 
tion. Recovery was no longer to he thought of: but there 
might he JEJuthanasia . 

And yet something like a ray of hope did break in upon us 
next morning. Sir Walter awoke perfectly conscious where 
lie was, and expressed an ardent wish to be carried out into his 
garden. We procured a Bath chair from Huntley Burn, and 
ILaidlaw and I wheeled him out before his door, and up and 
down for some time on the turf, and among the rose-beds then 
in full bloom. The grandchildren admired the new vehicle, 
and would be helping in their way to push it about. He sat in 
silence, smiling placidly on them and the dogs their companions, 
and now and then admiring the house, the screen of the garden, 
and the dowers and trees. By and by he conversed a little, 
■very composedly, with us — said he was happy to be at home 

-that he felt better than he had ever done since he left it, 

and would perhaps disappoint the doctors after all. He then 
desired to be wheeled through his rooms, and we moved him 
leisurely for an hour or more up and down the hall and the 
great library: — “I have seen much,” he kept saying, “but 
nothing like my ain house — give me one turn more ! ” He 
was gentle as an infant, and allowed himself to be put to bed 
again, the moment we told him that we thought he had had 
enough for one day. 

Next morning he was still better. After again enjoying 
th.e Bath chair for perhaps a couple of hours out of doors, he 
desired to be drawn into the library, and placed by the central 
■window, that he might look down upon the Tweed. Here he 
expressed a wish that I should read to him, and when I asked 
from what book, he said— “Heed you ask? There is but one.” 
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before he could have .repealed every lint', of, and which I chose 
{or one of these readings, because, as is known to every one, it 
had formed the last solace of Mr. .Fox’s death-bed. On the 
contrary, his recollection of whatever I read from the Bible 
appeared to be lively; and in the afternoon, when we made 
his grandson, a child of six years, repeat some of Dr. Watts’s 
hymns by his chair, he seemed also to remember them per¬ 
fectly, That evening he heard the Church service, and when 
l was about, t.o close the book, said — “ Why do you omit the 
visitation for the sick ? ” — which I added accordingly. 

On Monday he remained in bed, and seemed extremely 
feeble; but after break fast on Tuesday the 17th he appeared 
revived somewhat, and was again wheeled about on the turf. 
Presently he fell asleep in his ehair, and after dozing for per¬ 
haps half an hour, started awake, and shaking the plaids we 
had put about him from off his shoulders, said — “ This is sad 
idleness. I shall forget what I have been thinking of, if I 
don’t set it down now. Take me into my own room, and fetch 
the keys of my desk.” lie repeated this so earnestly, that we 
could not refuse; his daughters went into his study, opened his 
•desk, and laid miner and pens i 

all and 

been accustomed to work. When the chair was 

id him 
said — 

and leave me for a little to myself.” Sophia put the pen into 
hit) hand, and he endeavoured to close his fingers upon it, hut 
they refused their office — it dropped on the paper. He sank 
hide among his pillows, silent tears rolling down his cheeks; 
but coiniKtsing himself by and by, motioned to me to wheel 
him out of doors again. Laidlaw met us at the porch, and 
took his turn of the chair. Sir Walter, after a little while, 
again dropt. into slumber. When ho was awaking, Laidlaw 
said to me — “ Sir Walter lias had a little repose.” — “No, 
Willie,” said he — “no repose for Sir Walter but in the grave.” 
The tears again rushed from his eyes. “Friends,” said he, 
“don’t let mo expose myself—got mo to bod — tliat’s the only 
place.” 

With this scene ended our glimpse of daylight. Sir Walter 
never, I think, left his room afterwards, and hardly his bed, 
except for an hour or two in the middle of the day; and after 
auotlier week ho was unable even for this. During a few days 
he was in a state of painful irritation —and 1 saw realised all 
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there wan a want of courtesy and respect on the part of the 
Lord Advocates and the other official persons connected with 
thin arrangement. On the contrary, nothing (amid be more 
handsome and delicate than the whole of their conduct in it; 
Mr. Ooekhurn could not have entered into the ease with greater 
feeling and tenderness, had it concerned a brother of his own; 
and when Mr. Jeffrey introduced his bill in the I Couse of 
Commons, he used language so graceful and touching, that both 
Hit Ilobert Peel and Mr. Choker went across the House to 
thank him cordially for it. 

Perceiving, towards the close of August, that the end was 
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It was considered duo to Sir Walter's physicians, and to the 
public^ that tint nature of his malady should be distinctly 
ascertained. The result was, that there appeared the traces of 
a very slight mollification in one part of the substance of the 
brain. 

His funeral was conducted in an unostentatious manner, 
but the attendance was very great, how of his old friends 
then in Scotland wore absent,— and many, both friends and 
strangers, oame from a groat distance. .His domestics and 
foresters made it their petition that no hireling hand might 
assist in carrying his remains. They themselves bore the 
robin to the hearse, and from the hearse to the grave. The 
pall-bearers wore his sons, bis son-in-law, and his little grand¬ 
son ; his cousins, Charles Scott of Nesbitt, James Scott of 
Jedburgh (sons to bis uncle Thomas'), William Scott of Rae¬ 
burn, Robert, Rutherford, Clerk to tlie Signet, Colonel (now 
Lieut.-General Sir James) Russell of Ashestiel, William Keith 
(brother to Sir Alexander Keith of Ravel stone); and the chief 


Scotch fashion, prayers were offered up bv the Very Reverend 
Dr. Baird, Principal of the University of Edinburgh, and by 











England; and thus, about half-past five o’clock 
of Wednesday the 26th September 1832, the i 
Walter Scott were laid by the side of his wii 
chre of his ancestors — “ in sure and certain ho j 
rection to eternal life , through our Lord Jesus 01 
change our vile body that it may be like unto his 
according to the mighty working , whereby he is ab 
things to himself” 

We read in Solomon— “The heart knoweth ] 
ness, and a stranger doth not intermeddle wit] 
and a wise poet of our own time thus beautiful] 
saying: — 

“ Why should we faint and fear to live alone, 
Since all alone, so Heaven has willed, we d 
Nor even the tenderest heart, and next our o\ 
Knows half the reasons why we smile and i 

Such considerations have always induced me 1 
small respect any attempt to delineate fully ai 
human being’s character. I distrust, even ir 
cases, our capacity for judging our neighbour 
cannot but pity the presumption that must swe 
and brain of any ordinary brother of the race, - 
to pronounce ex cathedrd on the whole structure 
ion of a great mind, from the comparatively nar: 
materials which can by possibility have been pla< 
Nor is the difficulty to my view lessened, — perh 
increased, when the great man is a great artist, 
many of the feelings common to our nature c 
pressed adequately, and that some of the fines 
only be expressed at all, in the language of art 
pecially in the language of poetry. But it is eq 
high and sane art never attempts to express tha 
artist does not claim and expect general sympa 
ever much of what we had thought to be our 
ventures to give shape to, it becomes us, I can 
lieving, to rest convinced that there remained a ^ 
mysteries to which the dignity of genius would 
terance. I have therefore endeavoured to lay b< 
those parts of Sir Walter’s character to which i 
as they were indicated in his sayings and doin 

1 Keble’s Christian Tear , p. 261. 


long series of his years; — but refrained from obtruding almost 
anything of comment. It was my wish to let the character de- 
velope itself: and now I am not going to “ peep and botanise '' 
upon his grave. But a few general observations will be for¬ 
given— perhaps expected. 

I believe that if the history of any one family in upper or 
middle life could be faithfully written, it might be as gen¬ 
erally interesting, and as permanently useful, as that of any 
nation, however great and renowned. But literature has never 
produced any worthy book of this class, and probably it never 
will. The only lineages in which we can pretend to read per¬ 
sonal character far back, with any distinctness, are those of 
kings and princes, and a few noble houses of the first emi¬ 
nence; and it hardly needed Swift's biting satire to satisfy 
the student of the past, that the very highest pedigrees are as 
uncertain as the very lowest. We flatter the reigning mon¬ 
arch, or his haughtier satellite, by tracing in their lineaments 
the conqueror or legislator of a former century. But call up 
the dead, according to the Dean's incantation, and we might 
have the real ancestor in some chamberlain, confessor, or mu¬ 
sician. Scott himself delighted, perhaps above all other books, 
in such as approximate to the character of good family his¬ 
tories,— as for example, Godscroft's House of Douglas and 
Angus, and the Memorie of the Somervilles, — which last is, 
as far as I know, the best of its class in any language; and 
his reprint of the trivial “ Memorials" of the Haliburtons, to 
whose dust he is now gathered, was but one of a thousand in¬ 
dications of his anxiety to realise his own ancestry to his 
imagination. Ho testamentary deed, instrument of contract, 
or entry in a parish register, seemed valueless to him, if it 
bore in any manner, however obscure or distant, on the per¬ 
sonal history of any of his ascertainable predecessors. The 
chronicles of the race furnished the fireside talk to which he 
listened in infancy at Smailholm, and his first rhymes were 
those of Satchels. His physical infirmity was reconciled to 
him, even dignified, perhaps, by tracing it back to forefathers 
who acquired famousness in their own way, in spite of such 
disadvantages. These studies led by easy and inevitable links 
to those of the history of his province generally, and then of 
his native kingdom. The lamp of his zeal burnt on brighter 
and brighter amidst the dust of parchments; his love and pride 
vivified whatever he hung over in these dim records, and patient 
antiquarianism, long brooding and meditating, became glori¬ 
ously transmuted into the winged spirit of national poetry. 



Whatever he had in himself, he would fain have made out 
a hereditary claim for. He often spoke both seriously and 
sportively on the subject. He had assembled about him in 
his “own great parlour,” as he called it — the room in which 
he died — all the pictures of his ancestors that he could come 
by; and in his most genial evening mood he seemed never to 
weary of perusing them. The Cavalier of Killiecrankie — 
brave, faithful, learned, and romantic old “ Beardie,” a deter¬ 
mined but melancholy countenance — was often surveyed with 
a repetition of the solitary Latin rhyme of his Vow. He had, 
of course, no portraits of the elder heroes of Harden to lecture 
upon; but a skilful hand had supplied the same wall with a 
fanciful delineation of the rough wooing of u Meikle-mouthed 
Meg; ” and the only historical picture, properly so called, that 
he ever bespoke, was to be taken (for it was never executed) 
from the Raid o ? the Redswire, when 

“ The Rutherfords with great renown, 

Convoyed the town o’ Jedbrugh out.” 

The ardent but sagacious “ goodman of Sandyknowe,” hangs 
by the side of his father, Bearded Wat; and when moralising 
in his latter day over the doubtful condition of his ultimate 
fortunes, Sir Walter would point to “ Honest Robin,” and say, 
“ Blood will out; — my building and planting was but his buy¬ 
ing the hunter before he stocked his sheep-walk over again.” 
“ And yet,” I once heard him say, glancing to the likeness of 
his own staid calculating father, “ it was a wonder, too — for I 
have a thread of the attorney in me.” And so no doubt he 
had; for the u elements ” were mingled in him curiously as well 
as “ gently.” 

An imagination such as his, concentrating its day-dreams on 
things, of this order, soon shaped out a world of its own — to 
which it would fain accommodate the real one. The love of his 
country became indeed a passion; no knight ever tilted for 
his mistress more willingly than he would have bled and died 
to preserve even the airiest surviving nothing of her antique 
pretensions for Scotland. But the Scotland of his affections 
had the clan Scott for her kernel. Next, and almost equal to 
the throne, was Buccleuch. Raney rebuilt and prodigally em¬ 
bellished the whole system of the social existence of the old 
time in which the clansman (wherever there were clans) ac¬ 
knowledged practically no sovereign but his chief. The author 
of the Lay would rather have seen his heir carry the Banner 



of Bellenden gallantly at a foot-ball match, on Carterhaugh, 
tlaan lie would have heard that the boy had attained the high¬ 
est honours of the first university in Europe. His original 
pride was to. be an acknowledged member of one of the “ hon¬ 
ourable families” whose progenitors had been celebrated by 
Satchels for following this banner in blind obedience to the 
patriarchal leader; his first and last worldly ambition was 
to be himself the founder of a distinct branch; he desired to 
plant a lasting root, and dreamt not of personal fame, but of 
long distant generations rejoicing in the name of “Scott of 
Abbotsford.” Ey this idea all his reveries— all his aspirations 
-— all his plans and efforts, were overshadowed and controlled. 
The great object and end only rose into clearer daylight, and 
swelled into more substantial dimensions, as public applause 
strengthened his confidence in his own powers and faculties; 
arid when he had reached the summit of universal and un¬ 
rivalled honour, he clung to his first love with the faith of a 
3Paladin. It is easy enough to smile at all this; many will not 
understand it, and some who do may pity it. But it was at 
least a different thing from the modern vulgar ambition of 
amassing a fortune and investing it in land. The lordliest vis¬ 
ion of acres would have had little charm for him, unless they 
were situated on Ettrick or Yarrow, or in 

-“Pleasant Tiviedale, 

Fast by the river Tweed n - 

— somewhere within the primeval territory of u the Rough 
Clan.” 

His worldly ambition was thus grafted on that ardent feel¬ 
ing for blood and kindred which was the great redeeming ele¬ 
ment in the social life of what we call the middle ages; and 

— though no man estimated the solid advantages of modem 
existence more justly than he did, when, restraining his fancy, 
he exercised his graver faculties on the comparison—it was 
the natural effect of the studies he devoted himself to and rose 
by, to indispose him for dwelling on the sober results of judg¬ 
ment and reason in all such matters. What a striking passage 
that is in one of his letters, where he declines to write a biog¬ 
raphy of Queen Mary, “because his opinion was contrary to 
his feeling!” But he confesses the same of his Jacobitism; 
and yet how eagerly does he seem to have grasped at the 
shadow, however false and futile, under which he chose to see 
the means of reconciling his Jacobitism with loyalty to the 
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reigning monarch who befriended him ? We find him, over 
and over again, alluding to George IY. as acquiring a title 
de jure on the death of the poor Cardinal of York! Yet who 
could have known better that whatever rights the exiled males 
of the Stuart line ever possessed, must have remained entire 
with their female descendants ? 

The same resolution to give imagination her scope, and 
always in favour of antiquity, is the ruling principle and charm 
of all his best writings. So also with all the details of his 
building at Abbotsford, and of his hospitable existence, when 
he had fairly completed his “ romance in stone and lime; ” — 
every outline copied from some old baronial edifice in Scotland 
— every roof and window blazoned with clan bearings, or the 
lion rampant gules, or the heads of the ancient Stuart kings. 
He wished to revive the interior life of the castles he had emu¬ 
lated -— their wide, open, joyous reception of all comers, but 
especially of kinsmen and neighbours—ballads and pibrochs 
to enliven flowing bowls and quaighs —jolly hunting fields in 
which yeoman and gentleman might ride side by side—and 
mirthful dances, where no Sir Piercy Shafton need blush to 
lead out the miller’s daughter. In the brightest meridian of 
his genius and fame, this was his beau ideal . There was much 
kindness surely in such ambition: — in spite of the apparent 
contradiction in terms, was there not really much humility 
about it ? 

To this ambition we owe the gigantic monuments of Scott’s 
genius; and to the kindly feelings out of which his ambition 
grew, grew also his connexion with merchandise. I need not 
recur to that sad and complicated chapter. Nor, perhaps, need 
I offer any more speculations, by way of explaining, and recon¬ 
ciling to his previous and subsequent history and demeanour, 
either the mystery in which he had chosen to wrap his com¬ 
mercial connexions from his most intimate friends, or the care¬ 
lessness with which he abandoned these matters to the direction 
of inefficient colleagues. And yet I ought, I rather think, to 
have suggested to certain classes of my readers, at a much ear¬ 
lier stage, that no man could in former times be called either 
to the English or the Scottish Bar, who was known to have 
any direct interest in any commercial undertaking of any sort; 
and that the body of feelings or prejudices in which this regula¬ 
tion originated—(for though there might be sound reason for 
it besides, such undoubtedly was the main source) — prevailed 
in Scotland in Sir Walter’s youth, to an extent of which the 
present generation may not easily form an adequate notion. 



lu flu* minds of iho u northern Hohltwso tU* Ut voho” as they are 
styled iu^ Redgnuutlet, such ladings had wide and potent au¬ 
thority ; insomuch f hat. I can perfectly how Scott, 

even after he ceased to practise at the Har, licing still a Sheriff; 
and a member of tin* Faculty of Advocates, should have shrunk 
^ \ * ^ 1 having his alliance with a trading 

firm revealed among his comrades of the. gown. And, more¬ 
over, the practice of mystery is, perhaps, of all practices, the 
one most likely to grow into a habit: secret breeds secret; 
and I ascribe, after all, the long silence about Waverloy to 
the matured influence of this habit,, as much as to any off the 
motives which the author has thought lit to assign in his late 
confessions. 

Hut was there not, in fact, something that lay far deeper 
than a mere professional prejudice? Among the'many things 
in Scott's Diaries which east strong light upon the previous 
part of his history, I must number the reluctance which he 
confesses himself to have felt towards the resumption of the 
day’s proper appointed task —however willing, nay eager, to 
labour sedulously on sound,lung else. We know how gallantly 
he combated it in the general — but these precious Diaries 
themselves am not the least pregnant proofs of the extent to 
whieh it very often prevailed — for an hour or two at least, if 
not for the day. 1 think this, if we were to go no farther, 
might help us somewhat in understanding the neglect about 
superintending ledgers ami billhooks; and, consequently, the 
ms 1 mess about buying land, building, and the like. But to 
what are we to ascribe the origin of this reluctance for accu¬ 
rate ami minute investigation and transaction of business, so 
important to himself, in a man possessing such extraordinary 
sagacity, and exercising it every day with admirable regular¬ 
ity and precision, in the various capacities of the head of a 
family — the friend — the magistrate— the most distinguished 
citizen of Edinburgh — beyond all comparison the most distin¬ 
guished member of society that figured m his time in his native 


The whole system of conceptions and aspirations, of whieh 
his early active life was the exponent, resolves itself into a 
romantic idealisation of Scottish aristocracy. lie desired to 
secure for his descendants (for himself lie had very soon ac¬ 
quired something infinitely more flattering to self-love and 
vanity) a decent and honourable middle station — in a scheme 
of life so constituted originally, and which his fancy pictured 
as capable of being so revived, as to admit of the kindliest 
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his darling objects. Having acquired a perhaps unparalleled 
power over the direction of scarcely paralleled faculties, he 
chose to exert his power in this manner. On no other suppo¬ 
sition can I find his history intelligible; — I mean, of course, 
the great obvious and marking facts of his history; for I hope 
I have sufficiently disclaimed all pretension to a thorough-going 
analysis. He appears to have studiously escaped from what¬ 
ever could have interfered with his own enjoyment — to have 
revelled in the fair results, and waved the wand of obliterating 
magic over all besides; and persisted so long, that (like the 
sorcerer he celebrates) he became the dupe of his own delu¬ 
sions. It is thus that (not forgetting the subsidiary influence 
of professional Edinburgh prejudices) I am inclined, on the 
whole, to account for his initiation in the practice of mystery 

— a thing, at first sight, so alien from the frank, open, gener¬ 
ous nature of a man, than whom none ever had or deserved to 
have more real friends. 

The indulgence cost him very dear. It ruined his fortunes 

— but I can have no doubt that it did worse than that. I can¬ 
not suppose that a nature like his was fettered and shut up in 
this way without suffering very severely from the “cold ob¬ 
struction.” There must have been a continual “ insurrection ” 
in his “ state of man; ” and, above all, I doubt not that what 
gave him the bitterest pain in the hour of his calamities, was 
the feeling of compunction with which he then found himself 
obliged to stand before those with whom he had, through life, 
cultivated brotherly friendship, convicted of having kept his 
heart closed to them on what they could not but suppose to 
have been the chief subjects of his thought and anxiety, in 
times when they withheld nothing from him. These, perhaps, 
were the “written troubles ” that had been cut deepest into his 
brain. I think they were, and believe it the more, because it 
was never acknowledged. 

If he had erred in the primary indulgence out of which this 
sprang, he at least made noble atonement. During the most 
energetic years of manhood he laboured with one prize in view; 
and he had just grasped it, as he fancied, securely, when all at 
once the vision was dissipated: he found himself naked and 
desolate as Job. How he nerved himself against the storm — 
how he felt and how he resisted it — how soberly, steadily, 
and resolvedly he contemplated the possibility of yet, by re¬ 
doubled exertions, in so far retrieving his fortunes, as that no 
man should lose by having trusted those for whom he had been 
pledged—how well he kept his vow, and what price it cost 
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mliln spirit of kindness and humanity. His pride, if we must 
nail it' ho, undebased by the least tincture of mere vanity, was 
inter!wined with a most exquisite charity, and was not incon- 
nintent with true humility. If ever the principle of kindliness 
was incarnated in a men 1 , man, it was in him; and real kindli¬ 
ness can never he hut modest. In the sexual relations of life, 
when^ men are most effectually tried, no spot can be detected 
in him. ^ He was a patient, dutiful, reverent son; a generous, 
compassionate, tender husband; an honest, careful, and most 
affectionate father. Never was a more virtuous or a happier 
fireside than his. The intiuenco of his mighty genius shad¬ 
owed it imperceptibly; his calm good sense, and his angelic 
sweetness of heart stud temper, regulated and softened a strict 
but paternal discipline. His children, as they grew up, under¬ 
stood by degrees the high privilege of their birth; but the pro- 
foundest sense of his greatness never disturbed their confidence 











had all belonged to the furniture of Geor 
his father’s rickety washing-stand, with all 
tenances, though exceedingly unlike what 
scrupulous habits would have selected in * 
ground. The whole place seemed fitted iq 
of the lares. 

Such a son and parent could hardly fail 
social relations. No man was a firmer or 
friend, I knew not that he ever lost on< 
whom, during the energetic middle stage oj 
differences or other accidental circumstai 
familiarly, had all gathered round him, an 
warmth of early affection in his later days, 
to dignify the connexion in their eyes; bu 
on either side. The imagination that so c 
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determined control when any of the posi 
active life came into question. A high and 
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trate; and as a landlord, he considered his 
sion of his hearth. 

Of his political creed, the many who h 
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devotion to the mere prejudice of antiquf 
willing to allow that this must have had 2 
matter — and that he himself would have be 
of the word prejudice as of the word art 
Scotland could be considered as standing se 
tion from the rest of the empire, he was not 
to embrace the opportunity of again rehois 
old signal of national independence; and I 
circumstance in his literary career gave ] 
satisfaction than the success of Malachi M 
ties. He confesses, however, in his Diary, 
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mating the pretended evidence of supernat 
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LIFE OF SIB WALTER SCOTT . 


He is indeed one of the few great authors of modern Europe 
who stand acquitted of having written a line that ought to 
have embittered the bed of death. His works teach the prac¬ 
tical lessons of morality and Christianity in the most captivat¬ 
ing form — unobtrusively and unaffectedly. And I think it is 
not refining too far to say, that in these works, as well as his 
whole demeanour as a man of letters, we may trace the happy 
effects — (enough has already been said as to some less fortu¬ 
nate and agreeable ones) — of his having written throughout 
with a view to something beyond the acquisition of personal 
fame. Perhaps no great poet ever made his literature so com¬ 
pletely ancillary to the objects and purposes of practical life. 
However his imagination might expatiate, it was sure to rest 
over his home. The sanctities of domestic love and social duty 
were never forgotten; and the same circumstance that most 
ennobles all his triumphs, affords also the best apology for his 
errors. 

From the first, his possession of a strong and brilliant genius 
was acknowledged; and the extent of it seems to have been 
guessed by others, before he was able to persuade himself 
that he had claim to a place among the masters of literature. 
The ease with which he did everything, deceived him; and 
he probably would never have done himself any measure of 
justice, even as compared with those of his own time, but for 
the fact, which no modesty could long veil, that whatever he 
did became immediately “ the fashion ”—the object of all but 
universal imitation. Even as to this, he was often ready to 
surmise that the priority of his own movement might have 
been matter of accident; and certainly nothing can mark 
the humility of his mind more strikingly than the style in 
which he discusses, in his Diary, the pretensions of the pig¬ 
mies that swarmed and fretted in the deep wake of his mighty 
vessel. To the really original writers among his contempo¬ 
raries he did full justice; no differences of theory or taste 
had the least power to disturb his candour. In some cases he 
rejoiced in feeling and expressing a cordial admiration, where 
he was met by, at best, a cold and grudging reciprocity: and. 
in others, his generosity was proof against not only the pri¬ 
vate belief but the public exposure of envious malignity. 
Tiord Evron misfit well sav th t Scott could be iealous of no 
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pure energetic* principle — a pith and savour of manhood; 
appealing to whatever is good and loyal in our natures, and 
rebuking whatever is low and selfish. 

Had Hir Walter never taken a direct path in politics as a 
writer, the visible bias of his mind on such subjects must 
have had a great influence; nay, the more fact that such a 
man belonged to a particular side would have been a very 
imjmrtant weight in the balance. His services, direct and 
indirect, towards repressing the revolutionary propensities of 
his age, were vast--far beyond the, comprehension of vulgar 
politieiani. 

On the whole, I have no doubt that, the more the details of 
hw personal history are revealed and studied, the more power¬ 
fully will that be found to inculcate the same great lessons with 
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tin' i kd i m** 111 esl hI es, in Iv(> hh*h1i i re, as factor« l)nti being 
Htnirk with p.iruhms in August 1811, retired to the fariu- 
l |OUM ', °f e\rellent brut her James at (kmtin, and died 
th«*iv in May 1815. Mr. Morrill, to whom the larger Memoirs 
ol hm frmml were inscribed, died at Rokeby on the 12th of 
Jii!\ ISV.lt loved, veimralml, never t.o be forgotten. William 
rhok of I'.hhii, admired through life for talents and learning, 
of u 1 1 ifli he linn left no monument, died at Edinburgh in Janu- 
ar\ 1 s 1 1 *. 


I hit \\h\ extend this catalogue? Sixteen years have passed 
the generation to whirl* Seott belonged have been gathered 
Inf heir tat hers. IM’ his own children none now survives- Miss 
Anne Seott. meet \ oil at <'Imstmas 1832 a grant of L.200 per 
annum from the privy purse of King William IV. But her 
name did not lung burden the pension list. Her constitution 
had been miserably shuttered in the course of her long and 
painful attendance, first on her mother's illness, and then on 
her father’s; and perhaps reverse of fortune, and disappoint¬ 
ments of various sorts connected with that, had also heavy 
effect. From the day of Sir Walter's death, the strong stimu¬ 
lus of duty being lost, she too often looked and spoke like one 


11 Tiikhifi the mnwure of an unmade grave.” 


After n brief interval of disordered health, she contracted a 
brain fever, which carried her off abruptly. Hho died in my 
house in the Regent's Park on the 25th dune 1835,and her re¬ 
mains art* placed in the New t'emetery in the Harrow Road. 

The iidjoining grave holds those of her nephew John Hugh 
Lockhart, who died 15th lb*cemlw»r 1881; and also those of my 
wife Sophia, who expired aft era long illness, which she herewith 
all possible meekness ami fortitude, on the 17th of May 1837. 
Of nil flu' rime she most resembled her father in countenance, 
in temper, and in manners. 

diaries Hcotb whose spotless worth had tenderly endeared 
him to the few who knew him intimately, ami whose industry 
and accuracy were warmly acknowledged by his professional 
superiors, on Lon 1 Berwick’s recall from the ’Neapolitan Em¬ 
bassy resumed hi* duties as a clerk In the Foreign Office, and 
continued in that situation until the summer of 1841. Hi* John 
sVPNeilb (MUb, being then intrusted with a special mission 
to the Hour!, of Persia, carried Charles with him as attach^ and 
private secretary; but the journey on horseback through Asia 
Minor was frying for his never robust frame; and he contracted 
ito inlhunmatory disorder, which out him off at Teheran, almost 



immediately on Ms arrival there — October 28, 1841. He had 
reached his 36th year. His last hours had every help that kind¬ 
ness and skill could yield: for the Ambassador had for him the 
affection of an elder brother, and the physician, Dr. George 
Joseph Bell (now also gone), had been his schoolfellow, and 
through life his friend. His funeral in that remote place was 
so attended as to mark the world-wide reputation of his father. 
By Sir John M'Heill’s care, a small monument with a suitable 
inscription was erected over his untimely grave. 

Walter, who succeeded to the baronetcy, proceeded to Madras 
in 1839, as Lieutenant-Colonel of the 15th Hussars 5 and sub¬ 
sequently commanded that regiment. He was beloved and 
esteemed in it by officers and men as much, I believe, as any 
gentleman ever was in any corps of the British army; and 
there was no officer of his rank who stood higher in the opinion 
of the heads of his profession. He had begun life with many 
advantages — a very handsome person, and great muscular 
strength — a sweet and even temper, and talents which in the 
son of any father but his would have been considered brilliant. 
His answers, when examined as a witness before a celebrated 
Court-Martial in Ireland in 1834, were indeed universally ad¬ 
mired:—whoever had known his father, recognised the head 
and the heart: and in his letters from India, especially his 
descriptions of scenery and sport, there occur many passages 
wMch, for picturesque effect and easy playful humour, would 
have done no discredit even to his father’s pen. Though 
neglectful of extra^-professional studies in his earlier days, 
he had in after-life read extensively, and made himself, in 
every sense of the term, an accomplished man. The library 
for the soldiers of his corps was founded by him: the care of 
it was a principal occupation of his later years. His only 
legacy out of his family was one of L.100 to this library; 
and his widow, well understanding what he felt towards it, 
directed that a similar sum should be added in her own name. 
Sir Walter having unwisely exposed himself in a tiger-hunt in 
August 1846, was on his return to his quarters at Bangalore, 
smitten with fever, which ended in liver disease. He was 
ordered to proceed to England, and died near the Cape of 
Good Hope, on board the ship Wellesley, Eebruary the 8 th, 
1847. Lady Scott conveyed his remains to this country, and 
they were interred in the paternal aisle at Dryburgh on the 
4th of May following, in the presence of the few survivors of his 
father’s friends and many of his own. Three officers who had 
served under him, and were accidentally in Britain, arrived from 



great distances to pay him the last homage of their respect. . He 
had never had any child; and with him the baronetcy expired. 

The children of illustrious men begin the world with, great 
advantages, if they know how to use them: but this is hard 
and rare. There is risk that in the flush of youth, favourable 
to all illusions, the filial pride may be twisted to personal 
vanity. When experience checks this misgrowth, it is apt 
to do so with a severity that shall reach the best sources of 
moral and intellectual developement. The great sons of great 
fathers have been few. It is usual to see their progeny smiled 
at through life for stilted pretension, or despised, at best pitied, 
for an inactive inglorious humility. The shadow of the oak is 
broad, but noble plants seldom rise within that circle. It 
was fortunate for the sons of Scott that his day darkened in 
the morning of theirs. The sudden calamity anticipated the 
natural effect of observation and the collisions of society and 
business. All weak unmanly folly was nipt in the bud, and 
soon withered to the root. They were both remarkably modest 
men, but in neither had the better stimulus of the blood been 
arrested. In aspect and manners they were unlike each other: 
the elder tall and athletic, the model of a cavalier, with a gen¬ 
erous frankness: the other slender and delicate of frame, in 
bearing of a womanly gentleness and reserve; but in heart 
and mind none more akin. The affection of all the family, but 
especially perhaps of the brothers, for each other, kept to the 
end all the warmth of undivided childhood. When Charles, 
died, and Walter knew that he was left alone of all his father's 
house, he evidently began to droop in spirit. It appeared to me 
from his letters that he thenceforth dreaded rather than desired 
a return to Scotland and Abbotsford. His only anxiety was 
that his regiment might be marched towards the Punjaub. 

The only descendants of the Poet now alive are my son, 
Walter Scott Lockhart, (a lieutenant in the army,) who, as his 
uncle's heir of entail, has lately received permission to assume 
the additional surname of Scott; — and his sister, Charlotte 
Harriet Jane, married in August 1847 to James Robert Hope, 
Barrister, second son of the late General the Honourable Sir 
Alexander Hope, G.C.B. 1 2 

1 Walter Scott Lockhart Scott died at Versailles, on the 10th of January 
1853, and was buried in the cemetery of Notre Dame there. 

John Gibson Lockhart, his father, and the author of this Biography, 
died at Abbotsford on the 25th of November 1854, and was buried in Drv- 
burgh Abbey, at the feet of Walter Scott. 

Mrs. Hope, on the death of her brother, succeeded to the estate of 
Abbotsford, and, with her husband, assumed the name of Scott, in addi- 

2 s 



In the winter succeeding the Poet's death, his sons and my¬ 
self, as his executors, endeavoured to make such arrangements 
as were within our power for completing the great object of 
his own wishes and fatal exertions. 

We found the remaining principal sum of commercial debt to he nearly 
L.54,000. L.22,000 had been insured upon his life; there were some 
monies in the hands of the Trustees, and Mr. Cadell very handsomely 
offered to advance to us the balance, about L.30,000, that we might with¬ 
out further delay settle with the body of creditors. 

This was effected accordingly on the 2d of February 1833 ; Mr. Cadell 
accepting, as his only security, the right to the profits accruing from Sir 
Walter’s copyright property and literary remains, until such time as this 
new and consolidated obligation should be discharged. Besides his com¬ 
mercial debt, Sir Walter left also one of L.10,000, contracted by himself 
as an individual, when struggling to support Constable in December 1825, 
and secured by mortgage on the lands of Abbotsford. And, lastly, the 
library and museum, presented to him in free gift by his creditors in De¬ 
cember 1830, were bequeathed to his eldest son, with a burden to the ex¬ 
tent of L.5000, which sum he designed to be divided between his younger 
children, as already explained in an extract from his diary. His will pro¬ 
vided that the produce of his literary property, in case of its proving suffi¬ 
cient to wipe out the remaining debt of the firm, should then be applied 
to the extinction of these mortgages; and thereafter, should this also be 
accomplished, divided equally among his surviving family. 

Various meetings were held, soon after bis death with a view 
to the erection of Monuments to his memory; and the records of 
these meetings, and their results, are adorned by many of the 
noblest and most distinguished names both of England and of 
Scotland. In London, the Lord Bishop of Exeter, Sir Robert 
Peel, and Sir John Malcolm, took a prominent part as speakers: 
and the result was a subscription amounting to about L.10,000; 
but a part of this was embezzled by a young person rashly 
appointed to the post of secretary, who carried it with him to 
America, where he soon afterwards died. The noblemen and 
gentlemen who subscribed to this fund adopted a suggestion — 

tion to that of Hope. She died at Edinburgh on the 26th of October 1858, 
leaving three children, viz.: — 

“ Mary Monica,” born on the 2d of October 1852. 

“ Walter Michael,” born on the 2d of June 1857. 

“ Margaret Anne,” born on the 17th of September 1858. 

Of these, Margaret died on the 3d, and Walter on the 11th of December 
1858, and their remains lie beside those of their mother (and of their 
father, J. B. Hope-Scott, who died April 29,1873) in the vaults of St. 
Margaret’s Convent, Edinburgh. “Mary Monica,” who thus became the 
only surviving descendant of Walter Scott, married in 1874 the Hon. J. C. 
Maxwell, who assumed the name of Scott, and has, with other issue, 
Walter Joseph, bom 1875. 



(which orI t I believe, with Lord ‘Francis Egerton, now 
Karl of Ellesmere, and the Honourable John Stuart Wortley, 
now Lord Wharneeliffe) — that., in place of erecting a cenotaph 
in Westminster Abbey, or a statue or pillar elsewhere, the 
most suitable ami respectful tribute that could be paid to Sir 
Walter’s memory would be to discharge all the encumbrances 
upon Abbotsford, and entail the House, with its library and 
other articles of curiosity collected by him, together with the 
lands which he had planted and embellished, upon the heirs 
of his name for ever. The sum produced by the subscription, 
however, proved inadequate to the realisation of such a scheme; 
and after nmejt consultation, it was at length settled that the 
money in the hands of the committee (between L.7000 and 
L.KOOO) should be employed to liquidate the debt upon the 
library ami museum, and whatever might be over towards the 
mortgage on the lands. This arrangement enabled the Lieu- 
teminM’ohmel Sir Walter Scott to secure, in the shape origi¬ 
nally desired, the permanent preservation at least of the house 
and its immediate appurtenances, as a memorial of the tastes 
and habits of the founder. 


Such was the state of matters when the Lieutenant-Colonel embarked 
for India • and in his absence no further steps could well be taken. Upon 
hi* deutli, It was found that, notwithstanding the very extensive demand 
fur his father's writings, there still remained a considerable debt to Mr. 

(*ndril, and also the greater part of the old debt seemed on the lands, 
j^j tI umi offVml to rrlitf vo tlio ^untrcliitns of tlio yoxinfjj iniioritoi of 

tied L'tvut name from much anxiety and embarrassment, by accepting, 
in’full payment of the sum due to himself, and also in recompense for his 
Inking im hinmelf the fhml obliteration of tlio heritable bond, a transfer¬ 
al .in him t.f tl»> remaining elalniH of the family over Sir Walter’s wnt- 

lngn, together with tlio remilt of Homo literary exertions of tlio only sur- 
viviuK exeetdor. This arrangement was completed in May 1847; and tlio 
entide. hh well as the house and Its appendages, became at last unfettered. 
The rental is small ; but 1 hope and trust, that as long as any of the 
blood remains, reverent care will attend over the guardianship of a pos¬ 
session associated with so many high and noble recollections. On that 
subject the gallant soldier who executed the entail expressed in us 
testament feelings of the dtwmUwt anxiety : and it was, X amjMs 
In order that no extraneous obstacle might thwart the fulfilment of his 
pious wlHhes, that Mr. (hulell crowned a long series of kind services to 
the cause and Uio memory of Sir Walter Scott, by the very handsome 
proposition of 1B47. 

Abbotsford, after Ins own immortal works, is tlio best monu- 
intuii of its fimndcr. But at Edinburgh also, soon after Ins 
death, a meeting was held with a view to the erection of some 
visible memorial in his native eity; the prominent speakers 
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am informed, the very last that he penned. He also had 
within a few hours a paralytic seizure, from which he never 
rose. The inscriptions on this simple but graceful tomb are 
merely of name and date. 

The authentic likenesses of Sir Walter Scott, as far as I have 
been enabled to trace them, are as follows: — 

1 . A very good miniature, done at Bath, when he was in the 
fifth or sixth year of his age, was given by him to his daughter 
Sophia, and is now in my possession — the artist's- name un¬ 
known. The child appears with long flowing hair, the colour a 
light chestnut; a deep open collar, and scarlet dress. It is 
nearly a profile; the outline wonderfully like what it was to 
the last; the expression of the eyes and mouth very striking — 
grave and pensive. 

2 . A miniature sent by Mrs. Scott to Miss Carpenter, shortly 
before their marriage in 1797—at Abbotsford. It is not a 
good work of art, and I know not who executed it. The hair 
is slightly powdered. 

3. The first oil painting, done for Lady Scott in 1805, by 
Saxon, was, in consequence of repeated applications for the 
purpose of being engraved, transferred by her to Messrs. Long¬ 
man & Co., and is now in their house in Paternoster Eow. 
This is a very fine picture, representing, I have no doubt, most 
faithfully, the author of the Lay of the Last Minstrel. Length, 
three-quarters — dress black—hair nut-brown—the favourite 
bull-terrier Camp leaning his head on the knee of his master. 

4. The first picture by Eaeburn was done in 1808 for Con¬ 
stable, and passed, at the sale of his effects, into the hands of 
the Duke of Buccleuch. Scott is represented at full length, 
sitting by a ruined wall, with Camp at his feet — Hermitage 
Castle and the mountains of Liddesdale in the background. 
This noble portrait has been repeatedly engraved. Dress black 
—Hessian boots. — 5. The second full-length by Eaeburn 
(done a year later) is nearly a repetition; but the painter had 
some new sittings. Two greyhounds (Douglas and Percy) 
appear in addition to Camp, and the background gives the val ¬ 
ley of the Yarrow, marking the period of Ashestiel and Mar- 
mion. This piece is at Abbotsford. 

G. A head in oil by Thomas Phillips, B.A., done in 1818 
for Mr. Murray, and now in Albermarle Street. The costume 
was, I think, unfortunately selected—a tartan plaid and open 
collar. This gives a theatrical air to what would otherwise 
have been a very graceful representation of Sedtt in the 4Jth 



year of his age. Mr. Phillips (for whom Scott had a warm 
regard, and who often visited him at Abbotsford) has caught a 
true expression not hit upon by any of his brethren — a smile 
of gentle enthusiasm. The head has a vivid resemblance to 
Sir Walter’s eldest daughter, and also to his grandson John 
Hugh Lockhart. A duplicate was added by the late Earl 
Whitworth to the collection at Knowle. 

7. A head sketched in oil by Geddes —being one of his 
studies for a picture of the finding of the Scottish Regalia in 
1818 — is in the possession of Sir James Steuart of Allanbank, 
Baronet. It is nearly a profile — boldly drawn. 

8 . The unrivalled portrait (three-quarters) by Sir Thomas 
Lawrence, painted for King George IV. in 1820, and now in 
the Corridor at Windsor Castle. The engraving by Robinson 
is masterly. 

9. A head by Sir Henry Raeburn—the last work of his 
hand—was done in 1822 for Lord Montagu, and is at Litton 
Park: a massive strong likeness, heavy at first sight, but which 
grows into favour upon better acquaintance — the eyes very 
deep and fine. This picture has been well engraved in mezzo- 
tinto. 

10. A small three-quarters, in oil, done at Chiefswood, in 
August 1824, by Gilbert Stewart Newton, R.A., and presented 
by him to Mrs. Lockhart. This pleasing picture gives Sir 
Walter in his usual country dress—a green jacket and black 
neckcloth, with a leathern belt for carrying the forester’s axe 
round the shoulders. It is the best domestic portrait ever 
done. A duplicate, in Mr. Murray’s possession, was engraved 
for Finden’s “ Illustrations of Byron.” 

11 . A half-length, painted by C. R. Leslie, R.A., in 1824, 
for Mr. Ticknor of Boston, New England, is now in that gentle¬ 
man’s possession. I never saw this picture in its finished state, 
but the beginning promised well, and I am assured it is worthy 
of the artist’s high reputation. It has not been engraved — in 
this country I mean — but a reduced copy of it furnished an 
indifferent print for one of the Annuals. 

12. A small head was painted in 1826 by Mr. Knight, a 
young artist, patronised by Terry. This juvenile production, 
ill-drawn and feeble in. expression, was engraved for Mr. 
Lodge’s great work! 

13. A half-length by Mr. Colvin Smith of Edinburgh, done 
in January 1828, for the artist’s uncle, Lord Gillies. I never 
admired this picture; but it pleased many, perhaps better 
judges. Mr. Smith executed no less than fifteen copies for 



friends of Sir Walter;— among others, the Bishop of Dlandaff 
(Copieston), the Chief-Commissioner Adam, and John Hope, 
*mw Lord Jnstice-Clerk of Scotland. 

14. A half-length done by Mr. Graham Gilbert in 1829, for 
the Royal Society of Edinburgh. 

15. An excellent half-length portrait, by John Watson Gor¬ 

don, R.A., done in March 1830, for Mr. CadelL Scott is repre¬ 
sented sitting, with both hands resting on his staff-the 

stag-hound Bran on his left. 

16. A cabinet picture done at Abbotsford in 1831 by Francis 
Grant, R.A.,— who had the advantage of a familiar knowledge 
of the subject, being an attached friend of the family. This 
interesting piece, which has armour and stag-hounds, was done 
for Lady Futhven. 

17. I am sorry to say that I cannot express much approba¬ 
tion of the representation of Sir Walter introduced by Sir? David 
Wilkie in his “ Abbotsford Eamily; ” nor indeed are any of the 
likenesses in this graceful composition (1817) at all satisfactory 
to me, except only that of Sir Adam Eergusson, which is perfect. 
This is in Sir A.’s possession.—18, 19, 20. Nor can X speak 
more favourably either of the head of Scott in Wilkie’s cc Arri¬ 
val of George IV. at Holyrood” (1822), or of that in Sir 'William 
Allan’s picture of the “Ettrick Shepherd’s Househeating 99 (1819). 
Allan has succeeded better in his picture of “The An.-fcb.or of 
Waverley in his Study;” this was done shortly before Six 
Walter’s death. 

21. Mr. Edwin Landseer, R.A., has painted a full-lengtb 
portrait, with the scenery of the Rhymer’s Glen; and his famil¬ 
iarity with Scott renders this almost as valuable as if be had 
sat for it. This beautiful picture is in the gallery of Mr. "Wells 
at Redleaf, Kent. 

I have given better evidence than my own as to the inimitar 
ble Bust done by Sir Francis Cliantrey in 1820, and now in the 
library at Abbotsford. Previous to Sir Walter’s denfcb, tbe 
niche which this now occupies held a cast of the monumental 
effigy of Shakspeare, presented to him by George Bullock, with 
an elegant stand, having the letters W. S. in large relievo on 
its front. Anxiety to place the precious marble in tbe safest 
station induced the poet’s son to make the existing arrange¬ 
ment on the day after his father’s funeral. The propriety od 
the position is obvious; but in case of misrepresentation here¬ 
after, it is proper to mention that it was not chosen by Sb 
Walter for an image of himself. As already stated, Obantrey 
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tho second ’*Talon of my Landlord,” 
291, Below es Ballantyim of stock, 
295. His social Intercourse with tho 
BaliantynoH anecdotes and nick¬ 
names, Bit, Purchase of Hcolt’s 
copyrights In IHIH for L,1 2 , 0 ( 10 , 334. 

A Sunday at Abbotsford, 331. 11ia 

titles of “Tho Abbot" ami " Kenil¬ 
worth,” 375, 375, VlewN regarding 
” The Novol1st s* Library,” 3H9. Hoc- 
otni put'chaMe of copyrights for 
5tHH) guineas, 3113; ami of four un- 
rmtumi works of fiction, 3m, 418, 
letter to Scott on tho publication 
of •* Nigel," 297, HIm amldthm of 
success, 398, Estate of B.ilnell, 398. 
33d rd purchase of copyrights for 
fSMKt guineas, 417, <lift to Scott, 

and receipt of tin* “Wuserley MSB.,’* 
431, Ybat to Abbotsford, and pro¬ 
jection of hI k " Miscellany," 438, 
441. UttmonrH of the instability of 
his firm, 452, Bis connexion with 
the Hitlhisityties, 457, 470. 

HeottT advance to him of L. 10,000, 
473, Scheme of republishing tlm 
Wave Hey Novelm, 477. Interview 
with Mr. I mrk hart in Dmdoti, 477, 
418, thitaxtropho of affairs, 480. 
State of parties concerned, 483. 
Change of HrotPi views regarding 
him, 433, 494. Ills death ami char¬ 
acter, 515. 

Cimmnhhs letters to, 413,477. 

92, IP* 171,23*1, 24*2, 247 , 348, 

tlm, 115, 429, 

| i},p prototype of Jonathan 

Uldbuek, 17 n„ 272. 

(hinvcf«ath»u of Hoott, 301, *102, 303, 
421, 4213. I 

of Edinburgh Boolaty, 301. ! 

"■■■■■■- Linen on, tWi1 1 ! 

Cnphy f'ttitle, *ifS3. j 

Cork, the City of, visited, 45*2. 

Onrrl, M. Nnttnlb 530, 

**Cor?rr UmuctiT or PAttw/* W2,855, 


Covenantors, (ho, 157. 

tIrublHi, Rev. George, 207. Scott’s 
correspondence with, 214. Scott’s 
guest during Hie visit of George IV. 
to Edinburgh, 400, 401, pamm; ex¬ 
tract. from liis journal, 402. Poetry 
t»f, road to Scott, in his last; illness, 
002. Death of, 522. 

Craig, Sir dames Gibson, Bart., 551). 

(Tnigiiall, scat, of the Rattrays, (>i. 

< Taignothau <List In, 87. 

(Tampion, General Sir Philip, 445. 

(Tuustoun, George, Esq. (Lord Gore- 
house), 420. 

*• - Miss, 07. 

Graven, Hon. JKoppoI, 590. 

Creditors, Scott's, noble exertions of 
energy on behalf of, 015. 

(Token, Bight, lion, John Wilson, re¬ 
plies to the “ Letters of Malachi,” 
480, Ili.s Tales of English History, 
510. Letter to, with " Tales of a 
Grand father,” ib. Speech on the 
Reform Bill, 580. 

- UM), 251, 255, 327 n. 

Cross, the, of Edinburgh, 350. 

Cumberland, Duke of (1740), 398. 

~ • Prince George of, 530. 

Camming, Lady, 37 n . 

Cuiniitigham, Allan, Esq., his reminis¬ 
cences of Scott in London in 1820, 
358, and in 1821, 383. Patronage of 
ids two smiB through Scott’s influ¬ 
ence, 537. Monument to Scott at 
Dry lmrgh, 528, 

— 533, 51)8. 

Curie, Mr., at Yet byre, 13. 

Curran, John Phllpot, Esq., 145 n. 

Cuvier, Baron, 522. 


I). 

” Oaut Days ” at Abbotsford, 372. 
/huTy, Scott’s charger, anecdote of, 
255. 

Dalglelsh, tho butler at Abbotsford, 
522. 

Dnlhmmie, Earl of (1832), 528. 
Dalkeith, Earl of, afterwards Charles 
1 lake of Bueehmeh, IK), 142,171,205. 
Harriet, Countess of, 102, 121. 

• Palace, residence of King George 
IV. hi, 403. 

Dal/ell, Mr. Andrew, Professor of 
Greek in Edinburgh College, 27. 



Davy, Dr. John, Malta. 588-590. 

-Mrs., 589, 590. 

-Lady H., 202. 

-Sir Humphry, ascends Helvellyn 

with Scott and Wordsworth, 139. 
Visits Abbotsford, 364, passim. 

Dawson, Captain, 589. 

Dead, remembrance of the, 497. 

Debating Societies, 39. 

Debts of Scott, his delusion regarding, 
592, 593. 

Defoe, Daniel, 169 n. 

D’Haussez, Baron, his account of 
Abbotsford, 553. 

“Demonology and Witchcraft, 
Letters on,” publication of, in 
1830, 548. 

“Den” of Scott in Castle Street de¬ 
scribed, 208, 209. 

Devonshire, Duke of, his Irish do¬ 
main, 449. 

Dial-stone, inscription, 578 n. 

“Dialogues on Superstition,” pro¬ 
posed publication of, 418. 

Diary of Scott, hint of, from Lord 
Byron’s, 464. Extracts from, on his 
commercial misfortunes,472, passim, 
and domestic afflictions, 488, passim, 
499. Miscellaneous, 500. 

Diaries, Scott’s remarks on, 613. 

Dibdin, Rev. Dr., letter from, 414. 
Letter to, ib . 

Dickson, Rev. Dr. David, 607. 

Dining, Scott’s mode of, 307, 308. 
His Sunday dinners, 309, 370. 

Distance, effects of, 493. 

Domestic servants, Scott’s treatment 
of, 354. 

“Don Roderick, The Vision of,” 
published in July, 1811, 205. 

Don, Sir Alexander, of Newton, 307, 
322. 

“Doom of Devorgoil, The,” pub¬ 
lished in 1830, 284. 

“Douce Davie,” 514. 

Douglas, Archibald Lord, 87. 

-David, Lord Reston, 20. 

-old church of, 575. Vaults of, 

576. Village of, ib. 

-the Lords of, ib. 

-“ the good Lord James,” 576. 

-Castle, 576. 

-Rev. Dr. Galashiels, 209, 259. 

-Mrs., hotel, 600. 

-Sir John, of Kelhead, 40 n. 

Doune Castle, 60. 

Downshire, the Marquis of, 76. 

Drochel Castle, 574. 

Drogheda, town of, 444. 

Drumlanrig Castle, 229. 

Drummond, Henry Home, Esq., 297. 


Dryburgh Abbey, l 
607. 

-Monument of S 

“Dryden’s, John, L 
projected edition 
131; publication o 

-John, 201. Iris 

epigram, 449. 
Dublin visited by Sc 
Dudley, Earl of, am 
Duff, Adam, Esq., % 
Dumergue, M. C., 10 
Duncan, Hon. Henry 

-Rev. Dr., Merto 

-Colonel Willian 

Dundas, Right Hon.. 
91. 

-Robert, Esq., of 

-Sir Robert, of I 

148. Generous cor 
affairs, 525. 

-Right Hon. Will 

Dundee, Viscount 
278 n., 280, 300. 
Dunottar Castle, 62. 
Durham, Bishop o; 
entertains the Du 
and Scott in the C 
521. 


E. 

Edgeworth, Miss, 
visits Abbotsford, 
Scott at Edgewortl 

-Miss Harriet, 44 

-Richard Lovell, 

Edgeworthstown, 441 
Edinburgh visited bj 
in 1822, 398, 410. 

-“ Annual Registi 

the, by Ballantyr 
287, 298. 

Edinburgh Celtic Soc 

-Cross of, 350. 

-Review, the, Sco 

to, 108,131,162,18 

-Royal Society, 3 

-Theatre, riot in 

the Play of Rob B 
by King George IV 
Egerton, Lord Franc 
Eamonstoune, John 
Newton, 38, 60. 
Education of childi 
heart, 447. 

Eildon Hills, 600. 
Eldon, Lord, 395. 
Elibank, Lord, anecd 
Elland Water, 425. 
Ellenborough, Lord, 


FJlesmere, Marl of, 6*27. 

Klliot, Uapt. Russell, R. N., 571. 

— Cornelius, of Wolleo, 12 n. 

» I)j*. Oleughead, 52, 55. 

of Borthwick-brae, 578. 

— W., at Milburnholm, an alleged 
original of Dandio Pinmont, 52. 

KUIh, George, Esq., Letters to, 114, 

115, 120, 121, 181, 185; Letter to, on 
Marmlon, 157. 

90, passim, 172,190, 192,199, 257. 
** Km*Y«*l. Britanniea,” Scott’s contri¬ 
butions to, 419, 505. 

Energy, Scotty noble exertions of, 
615. 

Ersklne, William, Lord Kinnodder, 
his alleged paternity of the “ Bridal 
of Trionmun,” 218, 221. Quarterly 
Review of “ Old Mortality,” 278, 
278 n. Visit to Abbotsford, 286. 
Sketch of, 287. Promoted to the 
Bench, 289. Illness and death, 408. 

-.~ 57, 58, 81, 121, 122, 227, 240, 211. 

Hsk River, lines on the scenery of, 80. 

“ Ehhav on Chivalry,” by Scott, 
418, 505. 

-.THIS PltAMA,” 418, 

— Romance,” lb. 

~ — THE PLANTING OF WASTE 
LAMHB, M ni5, 

.— LANDSCAPE GARDENING,” 426, 

?V »7 

“ Eve of Bt. John,” the ballad of, 86. 
Euthanasia, 585, 601. 

Exchequer Bench, Beott’sview towards 
tins 282. 


F. 


*■ Fur Maih of Perth, The,” 527. 
publicathm of, in April, 1828, 524. 

Family Bible of Beott, extracts from. 
Bee IUblt'. 

" Family legend, The,” Miss Bailllo’s 

play of* 195. 

*• Faust,” poem of, by Ooetho, 225. 

Fees, word of, 112, 

Female beauty, 528. 

Fergmoum, Pr. Adam, 45, 75, 118, 288. 

Hlr Adam, letters to Beott from 
Lisbon, 200, 207. Becomes resident 
at Huntley Burn, 288. At Abbots¬ 
ford, 2*21. At Lisbon, 241. Utter 
to, lb. Visits Blalr-Adam with Beott, 
27k Ilk marriage, 279. Receives 
the honour of knighthood, 409. 

28, 61, 75, 222, 269, ptmlm, 4.50, 


506 021 

— (Wain ■Inlm, 78. 822,828, 331. 

— MiwtfiN, Iluntlay Burn, 352. Sketch 


of, 3 K 0 , 884 . 


Ferrier, Miss, invited to Abbotsford 
during Scott’s illness, 569. 

Festivals, annual, 502. 

“ Field of Waterloo, The,” a poem, 
publication of, 266. 

Fielding, 582. 

Fife, Earl of, 507. 

-— woman, misfortunes of a, 450. 

“ Fire King, The,” ballad of, 87. 

First love, 222. 

Fish-women, 509. 

Flodden Field, 2X9. 

Florence, M., the Duke of Buccleuch’s 
cook, 223. 

Foley, Admiral Sir Thomas, 587. 

Forbes, Sir William, of Pitsligo, Bart., 
49. Generous conduct of, m Scott’s 
affairs, 481, 525. Death of, 539. 

—— George, Esq., 558. 

Forebodings, melancholy, of Scott on 
impending ruin, 472, passim. 

“ Foreign Quarterly Review,” Scott’s 
contributions to, 505, 530. 

Fortitude of Scott, remarks on the, 
616. 

Fortune, Mr., his mechanism, 563. 

“ Fortunes of Nigel, The,” 3 vols., 
392; publication of, in 1822, 396. 

Fox, Right Hon. 0. J., 125, 141, 143, 
145 n., 603. 

France and Britain contrasted, 565. 

Frankfort visited by Scott, 596. 

Fraser, Mr. Luke, High School, Edin¬ 
burgh, 18. 

Freeling, Sir Thomas, 327. 

French invasion, alarm of, 140. 

— Rev. James, lib 

----- snuff-box, 265. 

Frenchman, “ a funny,” 413. 

Frere, Right lion. John Hookham, 
589. 

“ Friday Olvb,” the, 193. 

Friendship of Scott, remarks on the, 
618. 

Fuller, Jack, 259. 

Funerals, Scott’s dislike of, 493. 

Futurity, speculations on, 496, 497. 


G. 

Gas light at Abbotsford, 417 . 
Gattonsidc, 379. 

Geddes, Mr. A., his portrait of Scott, 
030. 

Gall, Sir William, his memoranda of 
Scott at Naples, 591; at Rome, 594. 
Genius, distinction of, in youth and in 
age, 542 ; of Scott, estimate of the, 
620. 

George III., King, 200. 




it 


Georee IV- Introduction of Lord 
Byron to, 212. His opinion of Scott s 
■poetry, ib. ,■ entertains Scott at Carl¬ 
ton House, 254; confers a baronetcy 
on Scott, 333. Proclamation at Edin¬ 
burgh of his accession, 350. Corona¬ 
tion of , 381. Visit to Edinburgh, 1822, 

398 409. Gift to Scott of “Mont- 
fancon’s Antiquities,- 434. Com¬ 
mands Scott to Windsor, 500. Scott s 
estimate of, 501. Death of, 54 J. 

“ German Ballads,” translated and 
published by Scott, 67, 70, 82. 

Gibson, John, Esq., W.S.,481,482, 524. 
Gifford, Lord and Lady, 455, 584. 

--William, Esq., 186, 395. 

Gilbert, Mr. Graham, his portrait of 

Gillies,Wk P.,100 505,530. 

Gilsland, Visit of Scott to, 139. 

Glammis Castle visited, 62. 

Glasgow bailie, anecdote of a, 443. 

-Statue of Scott m, 628. 

“ Glenfinlas,” ballad of, 86, 97. 
Glengarry, M‘Doimell of, 403. 

Goderich, Lord, 521. * «• .. 

Godscroft’s “ History of the House of 
Douglas,” 609. 

Goethe, his tragedy of ‘ ‘ 

lated and published by Scott, 8^. 
His poem of “ Faust,” 325. View of 
Scott’s “ Life of Buonaparte, 512. 
Death of, 622. 

-297,593,595. 

“ Goetz von Brrlichingen, trans¬ 
lated and published by Scott, 82. 
Goldsmith, Oliver, 446, 466. 

Goodfellow, 1/71111301, a tailor, 433. 

Death of, 433. t 

Gordon, Hr. George Huntly, account 
of him as amanuensis to Scott, mu, 
publishes “Two Sermons, the gift 
of Scott, for L.250, 532, 533. 

-Duke of, 531. 

-Duchess of, 344. . 

_John Watson, Esq., his portrait 

of Scott, 681. . , 

-Major Pryse, Scott’s cicerone at 

Waterloo, 530. _ , 

Gourgaud, General, his conduct re- 
garding Buonaparte, ol9. ^ntici 
pated challenge from, 519, 520, and 

Gowe^LorT’and Lady Francis, 535. 
Graham of Claverhouse. See Viscount 
Dundee. 

-Sir James, 579, 587. 

_Island, Letter from Scott on, 588 

-Lord William, 572. # . 

Grant, Francis, R.A., his portrait of 

Scott, 631. 


Grant, Mrs., of Laggan, 160. 
Greenshields, Mr- Jolm> k 18 
Sir "Walter, 540, 577, 632. 

“ Grey Brother,” the ballad of, 86. 

-Mare’s Tail, 137. 

Grierson, Mr. Thomas, 32 n. 

Grieve, Mr. John, 269. 

&s“e g of Sweden, visits 
G Scott Fn CaX Street, 350; and at 

Abbotsford, ib. oat * ■mib- 

Guy Mannering,” 3 vols., 247 , pno 
Scation of, 247, 251; dramatised by 
Terry, 271. 


H. 


Haddow, Mr. Douglas, 575. 

Halford, Sir Henry, 584, 597. „ 

" Halibtjrtons, Memorials of th , 

“Halidon Hill,” a drama, publica- 
tttn S! in 1822, 396, 420. 

Hall Capt. Basil, R.N., 
ford 435; extracts from his diary, 
ib. 437- Successful application a 
the Admiralty on behalf of S 
679; at Portsmouth ■with Scott, 

-Sir James, of DungUss. OT- 

Hallam, Henry, Bsc;., 164, visits ad 

HamiltorpLord Archibald, 169. 

Lady Anne, 97. 

Duke of, 97. 

Palace, 97. 

--Robert, Esq., 240. 

Hardyknute, baUadoi.w- „ 
“Harold the Dauntless, 


“Harold -- 


Hawick, town of, 572. 

_weavers, 570, 571. 

Hay, Mr. D. R., ^^ethh of, 535. 

H p y ort?ait of Scotty D^V 4 f 4 wa”’ 
“7" W,” 

Richard, Esq., 91,104; meets Scott 

in London, 358. 

Helvellyn, ascent of, 189. 

Hermitage Castle, 51, 98, 

Hertford, Marquis ^ 

Highland clans, muster of, m ^ , 
399 , 403,406. George 


•highlands of Scotland, Scott’s excur- 
<, sion to, 34 n. f 60. 

Highland Widow, The,” tale of, 
c published in November, 1827, 523. 
History of Scotland ” for Lard- 
ner’s Cyclopaedia, publication of 
vol. i., in 1829, and vol. ii., in 1830, 
-* 548 . 

-^Togg, James, the Ettrick Shepherd, at 
dinner with Scott, 112. Sketch of, 
171. Song on the banner of Buc- 
cleuch, 268. Anecdote of, at Bow- 
hill, 268. Quarrel with Scott, ib., 
and letter to, 269. His marriage, 
381; invited to witness the corona¬ 
tion of King George IV., and de¬ 
clines, ib 383; president of the St. 
Honan’s games, 430. Accommoda¬ 
tion of money by Scott, 593; visits 
London, ib. 

—— 95,115 n., 117,133,211,370. Death 
of, 622. 

——— Mr. Robert, letter from, on Scott’s 
composition of “ The Life of Buona¬ 
parte,” 510. 

Jgogarth, George, Esq., W.S., 310. 
tHogmanay at Abbotsford, 372. 
-Holland, Dr. Henry, 585, 597. 

~~~— Lord, 193, 194. 

-fctolyrood Palace, King George IV. in, 
399, 404. 

Home, George, Esq., of Wedderburn, 
resigns his clerkship of Session in 
favour of Scott, 141. 

——— John, author of “Douglas,” 15,45, 
60. Reviewal of his life and works, 
505. 


-— Lord, 267. 

Homer, busts of, 298. 

Hope, James Robert, Esq., married to 
Miss Lockhart, 625. 

—-— James, Esq., 20. , 

-Sir John, of Pinkie, 507. 

dECorner, Francis, Esq., 163. 
Horsemanship, 179. 

Horton, Right Hon. Sir Robert Wilmot, 


500. 

* * House of Asfen, The,” translated 
hy Scott in 1799, and published in 
1&29, 84, 533. 

dEEowgate Inn, 35. 

dECowiey, Dr., Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury, 190. 

Human life, a dream, 504. 

-frail tenure of, 504. 

Hume, David, the historian, “ Poetical 
Works ” of, 263. 

——— David, Esq., Professor of Scots 
Law, afterwards Baron of Ex¬ 
chequer, 41, 66,148, 238. 

-Joseph, Esq., advocate, 306. 


2 T 


Hunter, Alex. Gibson, Esq,, of Black¬ 
ness, 180, 186, 226. 

Huntley Burn becomes the residence 
of the Fergussons, 288. 

-352, 490, 554. 

Hurst, Robinson & Co., London, 462, 
470, 472, 478, 479. 

Huxley, Lieut.-Col., 9 n. 

Hymns, Roman Catholic, 604. 


I. 

Ideas, Young, 447. 

Illustrious men, the children of, 625. 

Imagination, the, of Scott, 610. 

-victims of, 504. 

Imitations of Scott, literary, 620,621. 

Influence and zeal of Scott in society, 
416. 

Inglis, Sir Robert, 584. 

Innerleithen, 429. 

Invasion, French, alarm of, 140. 

Ireland, visited by Scott, 444, passim; 
aspect of the south of, 448, 449. 

Irish whisky, “ Kings and Queens,” 
451. 

-widow, a card from one, 450. 

Irongray Churchyard, monument to 
Helen Walker, 586. 

Irving, Alex., Lord Newton, 41. 

-John, Esq., 30, 35. 

-Washington, Esq., visits Abbots¬ 
ford, 265, 288. Extracts from his 
journal, 289. 

“ Ivanhoe,” 3 vols., 336, 346. Publi¬ 
cation of, in December, 1819, 347. 


J. 

Jacobitism of Scott, 611. 

James, G. P. R., Esq., 580. 

James VI., King, 308. 

Jamieson, Captain John, of the “James 
Watt,” 600. 

-Mr. Robert, his collection of pop¬ 
ular ballads, 133. 

Jedburgh, town of, 572; assizes at, 63. 
Speech of Scott against reform at, 
564, 565; and at the Roxburghshire 
election, 570. Scott insulted at, 565, 
570, 604. 

“Jeddart fee,” 63. 

Jeffrey, Francis, now Lord, his first 
acquaintance with Scott, 39 n. f 108. 
His reviewal of the “ Lay of the Last 
Minstrel,” 124; “Marmion,” 159, 
161. Sketch of him, 162, 163. Re¬ 
viewal of “ Scott’s Life of Swift,” 
236; and of “ Waverley,” 244. 
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l*oeh Katrine, 199. 

of I ho Lowes, 138. 

SL Mary’s, 138. 

Skene, 187. 

Vennurhar, 30. 

Luchleven ('ast lu, 374. 

Lockhart, .John Hibson, Esq., liin first, 
meeting with Scott, in IH18, 21)7. 
First Visit, to Abbotsford, 1818, 320. 
Visit during Scott's illness, 33(5. 
Sunday at Abbotsford, 350. Mar¬ 
riage with Miss Scott, 359. Autumn 
at Abbotsford, 330. Visit to Walton 
I lull, 37b\ Residence at. Ohiofswood 
<'ottuge, 383. Excursion with Scott, 
to Clydesdale, 423; and to Ireland, 
413. Communications with Scott, 
on the commercial alarms of 1825, 
432. Removal to Loudon, 473. In¬ 
terview with (‘unstable there, 477. 
Residence at l’ortobello, and visits 
of Scott, 514. Scott's residence with, 
In London, 1828,535. Remonstrance 
with Scott in illness,558. Visits Ab¬ 
botsford during Scott's illness, 1831, 
538. Excursion wit.it Scott to Doug- 
hisdnlo, 573, Accompanies him on 
his departure from Abbotsford, 1831, 
583; and in last illttess, from London 
to Abbotsford, <KK), passim. 

- .. 572, fKH>, 303, 

- * Mrs., her marriage, 359. Autumn 
at Abbotsford, .*130. Residence at 
Hhiefswood (’ot tago, 385 ; at, I\trio- 
hello, 514. Return to OhiefHWood, 
538; to Abbotsford during Scott’s 
llbn *nk, 1813, 538. Accompanies him 
to Portsmouth, 587. Attends on him 
In bis last Illness, 300, 303, passim. 
Her death, 323, 

• *.. 424, 480, 537, 532, 531, 507, 300. 

John Hugh (the Hugh Littlejohn 
of the “Tales of a Urandfathor,”) 
510, 514. lllnoss of, 488, 480; and 
death, 503, 323. 

Walter Scott, grandson of Scott, 

407. 

Miss (’harlotto Harriot Jane, 
grand-daughter of Scott, now Mrs. 
Hope, 323. 

—- Miss Violet. 548. 

William, Esq., of MUton-Lock- 
hart. Scott’s visit, to, 577. 

- William Elliott, Ksq., of Borth- 
winkbrae. 504. 


“ Xj<>hd of tiik Thlks, The,” 228, 232, 
240, 240, 247, passim. Publication 
of, 242. 

Lothian, Marquis of, 508. 

Love, a lirst, often repulsed, 39. 
Lushington, Hon. S. R. 531. 

Hysons, Professor, 414. 


M. 

IVPCiuf, Rev. Dr., Ids defence of tlie 
Covenanters, 278. 

MHJulloeh, Miss Elizabeth, afterwards 
Mrs. Thomas Scott, 0 n. 

M‘lHanpid, Mr. and Mrs., Dumfries, 
582. 

Macdonald, Andrew, author of “Vi- 
monda,” 58. 

— Mr. Lawrence, his bust, of Scott, 
332. 

— Marshal, 500. 

Macdougal, Sir Heorgo, 12. 

-Sir Henry Hay, of Makerstone, 

1‘> ‘too 

1, **J | * tw«>l * 

— Isobel, 12 n. 

— Ronald, Esq., of Staff a, 202. 

u Macmtkk’h Cross,” a dramatic 
sketch, 375, 420. 

Mac fait, I)r., 20. 

Mackay, Mr. Hilaries, his admirable 
personification of Bailie Jarvie , 335, 
500. 

— Rev. Dr., visits Abbotsford, 530. 
Mackenzie, Hoi in, Esq., of Portmore, 

140; generous conduct in Scott’s 
affairs, 525. 

-Henry, Esq., 80, 334, passim. 

Mackintosh, Sir James, 103; meeting 
with Scott, 583; death of, 322. 
M‘Nab, the Laird of, 503. 

M'Naught, minister of Uirthon, caso 
of, 58. 

M‘Noill, Sir John, 323, 324. 
Maccleslield, 501. 

Magee, Dr., ArohhiNlmp of Dublin, 
441. 

Mania in Scott's den, 299. 

Maitland Hlul>, 415. 

Malaehi Malagrowther. See Letters 

of- 

Malahble Castle, 444. 

Malcolm, Sir John, presents Scott to 
the Duke of Wellington, 200,323. 
Ma La. Heott’s arrival at. 589. 
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NIc*ol» Rev. Principal, St. Andrews 

2m, 

•’ -W., of the High School, Edin¬ 
burgh, 22. 

Nicholson, Miss Jane, 78. 

.1 h\ i lean of Exotor, ib, 

William, Bishop of Exotor, 77. 
Nicnlson, John, Abbotsford, 554,5(53, 

*7* 

Niumguon, Scott's fatal attack at, 597. 
“ Noiu.n: Mouinukr, Tine,” ballad 
of, compoHtul under severe illness, 

337 . 

Northampton, Marchioness of, at Ab- 
botsford with Mrs. Poults, *158. 
Northern Lighthouses, Commissioners 
of, 240. 

O. 

On, 0.\H Com pan v, the, Scott prosi- 
dtmt of, 417. 

O’Kelly, an Irish rhymer, 449. 

" Om> Moktauty,” publication of, 
*275. Uoviowul of, 278, ‘278 w. Opin¬ 
ions of, *273. Suggestions of Mr. 
Train regarding, 280. 

14 (Hum M.yunum,” 581, passim. 
Orange, the Prince of (1815), 2(51. 
Orkney and Shetland, Scott’s voyage 
to, 240, 

Orleans, Duke of (1815), 281. 

Ormiston, M Aukl Sandle,” XI n. 

Dap tain, 370. 

Osidan, 25. 

Oxford, 300. 

P. 

Paintino, Scott’s incapacity for, ,3(5. 
Paris, success of “ Quentin Durward ” 
In, 418, 

Park, Mungo, antidotes of, 117, 118. 
«——■ Mr, Archibald, 118. 
Parliamentary Reform Hill, the, 558. 
Scott's opposition to, 5(50, 5(54, Riots 
in l^mdou, 584. Duties of Sheriffs, 
805. 

Paterson, Peter, “ the living Old Mor¬ 
tality" 82. 

M Pa nil's 1 < sitters to ms Kinsfolk,” 
*259. Publication of, 270. 

Fuel, Right I Ion. Sir Robert, accom- 
audcH King Uoorgo IV. to Kdin- 
mrgh, 404. His letters to Scott, 

i/UI Hi 1 


08. His “ Roliques of Ancient Po¬ 
etry,” 28, 10(5. 

Percy Anecdotes, misstatement in, 
20 n. 

“ PEVERIL OF THE PEAK,” 4 Vols., 
807. Publication of, in 1823, 411. 

‘‘Fever'd,” anecdote of, ".Peter o’ the 
pain eh,” 412. 

Philiphaugh, battle-field of, visited, 
338, 40*1. 

Phillips, Thomas, R.A., his portrait of 
Scott, (520. 

Phiipotts, Dr., Bishop of Exeter, 455, 
(52(5. Letter from, 521. 

“Phoebe Dawson,” Oabbo’s poem of, 
(502. 

“ Picaroon,” 221). 

Pig at Abbotsford, 3(55. 

Pigol, Sir Hugh, commander of the 
Barham frigate, 58(5-588. 

Pindar, Peter, lines of, 197. 

“ Pirate, The,” 3 vols., 240,388, 387, 
392. Publication of, in 1821, 391. 

Pilcairn’s, Robert, Esq., “ Ancient 
(Criminal Trials,” 415, 547. 

Pitt, Rigid. Hon. William, 125,110,232. 

Plato IT, the Hetman, mooting of Scott 
with, 2(50 n. 

Plummer, Andrew, of Middlestead, 90. 

“ Poacher, The,” an imitation of 
Orahbe, 207. 

Poet-Uiurente, oibce of, offered to 
Scott, and declined, 231. 

Poetry, Scott’s estimate of his own, 

200 , 201 . 

Poets, contrast of, with Scott, 407. 

Poolo, Mr. tt. E., his offer of money to 
Scott, 481. 

Polior, Baron, 350. 

Political (*.reed of Scott, remarks on 
the, 818. 

Pompeii, Scott’s visit to, 591. 

Poor, treatment of the, 435, 430. 

Pope, 235, 259, 447, 459. 

Popish Plot, the, 411. 

Portsmouth, Scott’s residence at, 587. 

Pragmatic Sanction, the, 17 n. 

Proslonpans, Scott’s residence at, in 
1779, 18. Revisited, 34. 

Pringle, A., of Whytbank, 258, 282. 

— riames, Esq., of Torwoodlee, 140. 
Visit to, 332. 

Prior, lines of, 574, 575. 

“ Private Letters ” of the 17thcentury, 
projected publication of, 391. 

Ifrr / nil lllr P f\ ffm'A/] trt 



Purdie, Thomas, promoted into the 
service of Scott, 117. Description 
of, 351, 352. Anecdotes of, 29(5, 322, 
325, 352, 353, 354, 354 ft., 432, 435, 
49C. His death and epitaph, 545,545. 


Q. 

Quaighs, Highland, 309, 370. 
“Quarterly Review,” the, projected, 
184. Review of the Waverlov Novels, 
by Mr. Senior, 395. Scott's contri¬ 
butions to, 505, 527, 539. 
“Queenhoo Hall,” published by 
Scott, 169. 

“Quentin Durward,” 3 vols., 411, 
413; publication of, in 1823, 417. 

R. 

Raeburns, family progenitors of the, 
526. 

-Sir Henry, 409. His portrait of 

Scott, 173, 409, 629, 630. 

Ramsay, Rev. E. B., 497, 498. 

-John, Esq., Ochtertyro, 61,71,272. 

Rank, Scott’s estimate of, 460. 
Ravensworth, Lord and Lady, 521. 

“ Redgauntlet, ” 3 vols., publication 
of, in 1824, 431. 

Reform Bill, see Parliamentary. 
Regalia of Scotland, the discovery 
of, 295. 

Religion of Scott, remarks on the, 619. 
“ Religious Discourses by a Lay¬ 
man,” singular account of the com- 

g osition, 530, and publication, 532. 

eliquiae Trottcosiensis,” proposed 
publication of, 552. 

Residence of landlords, 373. 

Rhine, the river, 597. 

Rhymer’s Glen, 288, 421. 

Rice, Spring, Esq., 536. 

Richardson, John, Esq., London, anec¬ 
dote of his angling, 354 ft., 598. 

-Samuel, 46(5. 

Riddell House, 340. 

Riddell, John, Esq., 329. 

-Sir John, of Riddell, 338; family 

of, 340, 469. 

Ritchie, Mr. Alex. Musselburgh, 628. 

-David, original of “ The Black 

Dwarf,” 75. 

Ritson, Mr. Joseph, 96, passim, 101. 
Robertson, Peter Lord, anecdote of 
Peveril, 412, 430. 

“ Rob Roy,” the title of, suggested by 
Constable, 286. Published in De¬ 
cember, 1817, 293. 

-the drama of, performed in the 


Edinburgh theatre, 335. Witnessed 
by King George IV., 406. 

Rob Roy, Cave of, 60, 287. 

Rogers, Samuel, Esq., 103, 352. Lines 
of, 537. 

“Rokeby,” 218, 220. Publication of, 

221 . 

Rokeby Park, Scott’s visit to, 191, 219. 

Romo, Scott’s residence at, 594. 

Roman Catholic hymns, 604. 

Rose, William Stewart, Esq., 103, 153, 
172, 364. 

Rosebank, seat of, bequeathed to Scott, 
116. 

Rosebery, Earl of, 628. 

Ross, Dr. Adolphus, 558, 563, 604. 

-Mrs., 604. 

-Priory, 148. 

Roundheads, the, 222. 

Roxburgh, John Duke of, 99. 

-Club, the, 414. 

Royal Society of Edinburgh, Scott 
President of, 377, 416. 

Russell, Lieut .-Gen. Sir James, 607. 

-Lord John, 598. 

Rutherford, Andrew, Esq., 506. 

-Anne, married to Walter Scott, 

the father of the Poet, 7. See Mrs. 
Scott. 

-Miss Christian, aunt of Sir Walter 

Scott, 45, 259. Death of, 346. 

-Dr. Daniel, uncle of Sir Walter 

Scott, 7, 45. Death of, 316. 

-Miss Janet, aunt of Sir Walter 

Scott, 7. 

- Dr. John, grandfather of Sir 

Walter Scott, 7, 347. 

-Robert, Esq., W.S., 607. 

Ruthven, Lady, 031. 


S. 

Sabbath-Day, Scott’s observance of 
the, 178. 

“Saddler, Sir Ralph, State Pa¬ 
pers,” 3 vols., 4to, 168; publication 
of, 197. 

St. Albans, the Duko of, visits Ab¬ 
botsford with Mrs. Coutts, 457. 

St. Anthony’s Chapel, 403. 

St. Kevin's Bed, excursion to, 445. 

“St. Ronan’s Well,” 3 vols., 420; 
publication of, in 1823, 428. 

St. Ronan’s Border Games, 430. 

Salmon Fishing, 354 ft., 364. Festival 
of, 368. “Burning the Watery" 135, 
369. 

Sandy-Knowe, Scott’s residence at, 10, 

11 ft. 

Saunders and Ottley, Messrs., 533. 



Baton, Mr., bin port rail of Scott, 020. 

Score, Sin Waj.tku, Bart, of Abbots¬ 
ford bis Ainonnnnt achy, 1-48. 
His Aina'.stry, 1, 2. Parentage, 5, 

1771 17lHi. Born Kith August, 1771,9. 
Anecdotes of his infancy, 10, 11. 
Sent in bis fourth year to' Bath, 1*1. 
Returns to Sandy Knowe, 10. Rosi- 
dem'o at Brestonpans, if).; alHeorgo 
Square, 17. Sent to the High School 
ot Edinburgh. 18: to Kelso,2d. Re¬ 
moved to t tie (’allege of Edinburgh, 
27. Apprenticed to his fat 1km* as 
Writer to the Signed, 1785,20. Meets 
Robert Burns, 81 /?. First. excursion 
t«> the Highlands, 01 a. Literary 
Soeiet ies, 07. Marly companions, 08. 
His law studies and call to the Bar, 
duly, 1702, *10 10. Study of Lan¬ 
guages, do, 40. 

1702 1TBT. First love, 47. His per¬ 
sonal appearance, 48. Excursions 
to Nortimmherlaml, 50; to Liddes- 
dahqfil; to the Highlands, 80. Jed¬ 
burgh nsHi/es, 80. 1‘lan of t he Vol- 
uuteer t ‘avalry started, 81. Publishes 
Bui lads after Burger, 07, 80. I Hsap- 
pointed In love, 80. (>rganisaUon 
of the Volunteer Cavalry, 70. 

1707 1H00. - 'Pour t.o the English Lakes, 
1707, 75. Meets Miss Carpenter at. 
UilMlamL and married to, 78. Marly 
married llfe(1707 1708)at Edinburgh, 
70; and Lusswude < ’ottngo, 80. Meets 
with Monk Lewis, 81. Publishes 
“ < bud / of Beriiehiugcu ” in 1700,80. 
VisitH London, ih. Death of his fa¬ 
ther, 81, First publication of origi¬ 
nal “ Ballads,” HO. Origin of discon¬ 
nexion with the Ballantyne press, 
HO. Appointed Sheriff of Selkirk¬ 
shire, IK). His “ Border Minstrelsy,” 
01, OH, \(H. “ Sir Tristrem,” 08. 

Visits London, 102; and Oxford, 104. 
Publishes “ Sir Tristrem,” 118. 

I HO 1 - Contributions to the Kdin- 

hurgh Review, 108, 181. Visited by 
Wordsworth, 100. Removal to Ash- 
entail, 118. Buhlb’atiou of “'I'lie 
I#ayof the laud Minstrel,” 121. Part¬ 
nership with dames Ballantyne, 128. 
His position In society at this period, 
127. Literary projects, 120 481. 
Visits Wordsworth ami the Lakes, 
180; Ollsiand, 180. AppointedOlerk 
of Session ami visits London, ML* 
140. 

18004800, Fomin on com out. of “ Mar- 
mlon,” 150. Appointed Secretary to 
the Fommission on Scotch Jurispru¬ 


dence, 155. Publication of “ Mar- 
mion,” 155, passim, 108; of “The 
Life ami Works of Dryden,” 104; 
and various other Works, 108. Visit 
of Mr. Merritt, and his account 
of Scoffs Domestic. Life, 172, 172. 
Rupture with Constable & Oo., 180, 
passim, 187. Organisation of the 
“ Quarterly Review,” 184. Partner¬ 
ship with .John Ballantyne, 180,187. 

1 HOP-1812. --Visit.to London, 180. The¬ 
atrical Anecdotes, 104, 105. Publi¬ 
cation of “The Lady of the Lake,” 
108. Fxcursion to the Hebrides, 202. 
Publication of “The Vision of Don 
Roderick,” 205. Purchase of Ab¬ 
botsford, 200-215. Correspondence 
with Lord Byron, 212. Departure 
from Ashostiel, 214. 

1812--1814. — Visit to Rokel>y Park,210. 
Publication of “ Rokeby,” 220, and 
“The Bridal of Trie,main,” 228. 
Commercial difficulties, 225, 220, 
passim. Reconciliation with Con¬ 
stable, 108, 228, 285. New purchase 
of land, 228. Offered the Poot-Lau- 
reateship, 281. Affair with Henry 
Weber, 288. Publication of “ Swift’s 
Li fennel Works,” 284. “Waverley,” 
287-248. Voyage to Orkney, Shet¬ 
land, and the* Hebrides, 240. 

1815*4818. — Publication of “The Lord 
of the Isles,” 248, and of “Huy 
Mannoring,” 247-251. Visit, to Lon¬ 
don, 251. Meeting with Lord Byron, 
252. Carlton-house dinner, 254. 
Excursion to Paris, 250. Publication 
of “The Field of Waterloo,” 288; 
“Paul’s Letters,” 270; “The Anti¬ 
quary,” 271; “Harold the Daunt¬ 
less,” 280; and of the first “Tales 
of my Landlord,” 277. 

1817-1818. - Aspires to be a Baron of 
Exchequer, 282. First attack of 
cramp m the stomach, 288. Purchase 
of the lands of TofMiold, or Huntley 
Burn, 288. Visited by Washington 
Irving, 280. Publication of “Rob 
Roy,” 208. His “Hen” in Castle 
Street, 208. His position in society, 
200, passim, 804. Iffiblieat.ion of 
“The Heart of Midlothian,” 810. 

1818“ 1810. —• Sketches of Abbotsford, 
lillO, passim. Sale of Copyrights to 
Constable for L.12,000, 884. Serious 
illness,885, passim, 8*14. Publication 
of “The Bride of Lammermoor” 
and “Legend of Montrose,” 842. 
Domestic afflictions, 840. Publica¬ 
tion of “ Ivanhoc,” 347. Sunday at 
Abbotsford, 851. 


1820. — Revisits London, 356; Ms Por¬ 
trait by Lawrence, ib.; and Bust by 
Chantrey, 358, 383, 384. Baronetcy 
gazetted in March, 359. Autumn 
at Abbotsford. — Hospitalities and 
sports, 360, passim. Visited by Sir 
Humphry Davy and others, 364, pas¬ 
sim. Publication of “The Abbot,” 
373. The Blair-Adam Club, 375. At 
Walton Hall, and contributes to 
John Ballantyne’s “Novelist’s Li¬ 
brary,” 376, 377. President of the 
Royal Society, 377. Publication of 
“Kenilworth,” 378. 

1821-1823.—Visits London at the Coro¬ 
nation of George IV., 381. Autumn 
at Abbotsford, 385. Visit of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lockhart, ib.; of Mr. Erskine, 
386. His “ Lives of the Novelists,” 
389. “PrivateLetters,” 391. Second 
sale of copyrights, 393. Publication 
of “The Pirate,” 394; “The Fort¬ 
unes of Nigel,” and “Halidon Hill,” 
396. Multiplied editions of his 
Works, 397. Exertions during the 
visit to Edinburgh of George IV., 
398. Visit of the poet Crabbe, 400. 
First symptom of apoplexy, 411. 
Publication of “ Peveril of the Peak,’ ’ 
ib., and “Quentin Durward,” 417. 
Third sale of copyrights, ib. Visit 
of Miss Edgeworth and Mr. Adol¬ 
phus, 420,421. Excursion to Clydes¬ 
dale, 426. Publication of “St. Ro- 
nan’s Well,” 427. 

1824- 1825. — Publication of “Red- 
gauntlet,” 431, and the second edi¬ 
tion of “Swift,” 432. Completion 
of Abbotsford arrangements, ib.pas¬ 
sim. Visit of Captain Hall, 435. 
Marriage of his eldest son, and settle¬ 
ment of Abbotsford, 437,438. Visit j 
of Constable, and projection of 

‘ ‘ The Miscellany,’ ’ 438. Publication 
of “ Tales of the Crusaders,” 441. 
Excursion to Ireland, 443. Visited 
by Thomas Moore at Abbotsford, 
455; by Mrs. Coutts and the Duke 
of St. Albans, 457. Commercial 
alarms, 461. His Diarjr commenced, 
464. Retrospect of his connexion 
with Constable and the Ballantynes, 
467. 

1825- 1827. — Catastrophe of his affairs 
in the downfall of Hurst, Constable, 
and Ballantyne, 472, 481. L.10,000 
borrowed on Abbotsford too late, 
473. Extracts from his Diary on his 
commercial misfortunes, ib. passim, 
427; and on his domestic afflictions, 
ib,, passim, 502. Miscellaneous ex¬ 


tracts, ib.,passim. Executes a trust- 
deed, 481. State of parties in con¬ 
nexion, 482, 483. Publication of 
“ Malachi’s Letters,” 486. Final de¬ 
parture from 39 Castle Street, 486, 
487. Illness of Lady Scott, 488, pas¬ 
sim. Publication of “ Woodstock,” 
491. First avowal of authorship, 491. 
Death of Lady Scott, 495. Proposal 
to him of matrimony, 499. Journey 
to London and Paris, ib. Com¬ 
manded by King George IV. to 
Windsor, 500. Return and removal 
to lodgings, 502. Public avowal of 
Authorship at the Theatrical Fund 
Dinner, 508. Publication of “The 
Life of Buonaparte,” 511. 

1827-1829. — Publication of “Miscel¬ 
laneous Prose Works,” in 6 vols. 
8vo, 515. Autumn at Abbotsford, 
514-523. Visit of Mr. Adolphus, 516. 
Controversy with General Gourgaud, 
519. Excursion to Ravenswmrth, 
Durham, and meeting with the Duke 
of Wellington, 521. Publication of 
the first “ Chronicles of the Canon- 
gate,” 523-526. Affair of Abud & 
Co., 524. Residence at Shandwick 
Place, and painful scene there, 527. 
Publication of the first “Tales of a 
Grandfather,” 528. Joint re-pur¬ 
chase, with Mr. Cadell, of the 
Waverley copyrights forL.8500, 529. 
Christmas at Abbotsford, ?5: Plan 
of the “ Opus Magnum , ’ ’ 529. Writes 
“Two Religious Discourses,” 532. 
Contributions to “The Keepsake,” 
533. Publication of ‘ ‘ The Fair Maid 
of Perth,’’ 534. Visits London, 535. 
Returns by Rokeby, 538; and Car¬ 
lisle, 538. Excursion to Clydesdale, 

540. Writes “ The History of Scot¬ 
land ” for Lardner’s Cyclopaedia, 

541. P ublication of ‘ 4 Anne of Geier- 
stein,” 542. Publication and success 
of the “ Opus Magnum ,” 544. Ner¬ 
vous attack — cupping, ib. Death 
and epitaph of Thomas Purdie, 545, 
546. 

1830-1831. Publication of “Auchin- 
drane,” 547. Apoplectic seizure, 548, 
557. Publication of “ Letters on 
Demonology,” and fourth series of 
‘ * Tales of a Grandfather, ’ ’ 548. Res¬ 
ignation of the Clerkship of Session, 
549. Offers of a pension, and of the 
rank of Privy Counsellor declined, 
549. A second overture of matri¬ 
mony, 550. Admonition to the citi¬ 
zens of Edinburgh on the reception 
of King Charles X. of France, 552, 


Visit h of t.hn French exiled noblesse, 
558. Unpleasant discussion with 
Messrs. Ikdlantyne and Uadoll, 555, 
passim, f>5L Second dividend to 
creditors, and their gift. to him of 
the library, &e. at Abbotsford, 55b. 
Fourth Let ter of “ Malaehi ” written 
andsuppressed, 550. Residence wii.lt 
Mr. Gaddi in At-liol OreHeont, 552. 
I Us hint, will executed, 554, < >pposi- 
tion to -the Parliamentary Reform 
Hill, 554. Insulted atJedburgh, 555, 
570. 

1851 1882. - Apoplectic paralysis, 557. 
Election si'oiii'H at Jedburgh and 
Selkirk, 570. Last interview with 
Bullantyne, 578. Excursion to Doug- 
lasdale, 575. Ilia bust winter at 
Abbotsford, 570. Resolves on an 
excursion to Italy * a (Government; 
frigate prepared for bin voyage, ib. 
Last visit t.o Smailholm, Hemorwide, 
&c M 580. Farewell visit to Words¬ 


worth, 582. Departure for London, 
588. Arrival at, Portsmouth, 587. 
Voyage in the Harham, 587. Arrival 
at Malta, 580; Naples, 500; Home, 
501; Vonieo, &e„, 505. Fatal attack 


on the Rhino, near Nimoguon — 
44 the crowning blow,” 507. Arrival 
In I .omlon Jerniyn Street, ib. Voy- 



of, and .Jeffrey, 150. Drawing-room 
anecdote, 258. Reception of Ameri¬ 
can tourists, 880, illness of, 488, 
passim. Death, 495 ; ami funeral, 

407. 

— Scott,*s reminiscences of, 588. 

—* 200, 205, 215, 284. 497. 

—- Anne, second (laughter of Sir 
Walter, 280, 202. Anecdote of the 
egg, 881. The 41 Lady Anne,” 855. 



Scott, Anno, second daughter of Sir 
Walter, 428, 402, 501, 545, 552. 

—— Anno, sister of Sir Walter, 8, 9, 
70, 85. 

—•—■ Anne, niece of Sir Walter, 494. 

--Hilaries, second son of Sir Walter, 

accompanies Washington. Irving to 
Melrose Abbey, 280. Sent to Lam¬ 
peter in Wales, 878 ; to Oxford, 484. 
Proposed for India, ib. Visited by his 
father at Oxford, 501. Appointed a 
Clerk in the Foreign Cilice, 528. To 
the British Embassy at Naples, 558. 
Receives his father at Naples, 500. 
Accompanies his father home, 507. 
At Abbotsford in his father’s last, ill¬ 
ness, (i(X>. Attached to the Embassy 
at Persia, 528; and death, ib. 

-(diaries, second son of Sir Walter, 

497, 540, 550, 554. 

-Charles, Esq., of Nesbitt, 607. 

-Daniel, fourth brother of Sir Wal¬ 
ter, 0. Unfortunate case of, 102; 
and death, ib. Contrition of Sir 
Walter regarding him, 584. 

-Mr., of Danes field, 12. 

-Lady Diana, 71. 

-Dr., of Dundee, 822, 387. 

-Lady Francos, 87. 

— Hugh, Esq., of Harden, after¬ 
wards Lord Pohvarth, 70, 507. 

— Mrs., of Harden, aids Scott in his 
German studies, 70. Letter from, 
70,71. 

-592, 506. 

— Henry, Esq., now Lord Pol war th, 
570. 

— Janet, aunt of Sir Walter, 13, 23. 

—. John, Major, second brother of 

Sir Walter, 8, 209, 250. Death and 
character of, 271. 

— John, Esq., of Gala, 258,252,354m 

— Miss Mary, 505. 

-Captain Robert, uncle of Sir Wal¬ 
ter, 15, 45. His bequest to Scott, 
and death, 115. 

—- Robert, eldest brother of Sir 
Walter 0. 

-—- Sophia, eldest daughter of Sir 
Walter, anecdote of, 289. Married 
to Mr. Lockhart, 359. See Mrs. 
Lockhart. 

— 202, 205, 344. 

— Thomas, third brother of Sir 
Walter, 0, 85. His appointment in 
the Register House, 103. Letter to, 
204. Letter to, on 44 Wavorley,” 243. 
Death, 434. 
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T. 

I’aiu.k, Tai.k ok Scott, 302, 301, 422. 

Talbot, Sir Ceorge, 51)0. 

” T VI, KM OK TIUC tlHCHAIUCHH,” 4 vols., 
4*15,4 to. Publication of, in 1825,441. 

**T\i,ios ok a ({it a n I )KATl i wit,” tirst 
acricH, II vols. ; origin of their com¬ 
position, 510,514,522; published in 
December, 182V, 528. 

Second series, 8 vols., published in 
isv‘s, 

Third series, II vols., published in 
December, 1820, 548. 

Fourth series, 8 vols. (Franck), 
publication of, in 1880, 518. 

“Tv lks ok my L \Nni,o»t>,“ tirst 
series, 4 voln., publication of, by 
Murray and Blackwooil, 274, pas¬ 
sim, 270, See “77m Mark, I hear/" 
and "Old Mortality," 

Second series, 4 vols., 201. Son 
"Heart of Midlothian" 

Third series, 334, 811. See “77m 
Urate nf Lammrrmoor" and “ /m- 
tfewl of Montrose," 

- ^ Fourlh series, 4 vols., publication 

of, In 1881, 5H8. See "('ount Robert 
of l*itris," atul "('astir Danyerous," 
a spurious series of, announced, 
881. 

“ Tales of Terror, Apology for,” the 
first specimen of the Ballantyne 
Piths, HO, 08. 

“Tales of Wonder,” hy LewiN, 81, pas¬ 
sim, 08. 

“Tvi.jhm \n, Thk.“ See "Tales of 
(hr ( 'rtisaders," 

Ta>lorX William, translation of Bur¬ 
ner's “ L* non" 87, 

Terrs, Daniel, eomedinn, Scott's Inti¬ 
macy with, JOti. His drama of (lay 
Mannertntfi 271. Pecuniary loss to 
Scott hy, 488, Visited hy Scott at 
the Adelphl, Ml. Death of, 548. 

228, 281, 1102, 808, 110. 

• Waller Scott, 28*1. 

Them ns See Kdinburyh, 

Theatrical Fund dinner, Scott’s avowal 
of authorship at, 508, 

“ Thomas o' TwP/zhdtope,” 58, 

Thomson, Rev. Ceorge, tutor at Ah- 
hotsford, 217, Death of, 022. 

<i,surge, Esq., 812, 800. 

Thomas, Rso,, Advocate, 108,320, 
Atm tin n/wi ftm uvt /rto 


Train, Mr. Joseph, poems of, 24(5; use¬ 
ful to Scott in antiquarian collecting, 
217. Suggestions to Scott regarding 
“ Old Mortality,” 280. (lift to Scott 
of Rob Roy’s purse, ib., and the 
Wallace chair, 481. 

“ Tnlly-Veolan.," 01; silver boar of, 
02, 08. 

Turn berry Castle, 24(5. 

Turner, ,). M. W., Esq., R.A., visits 
Abbotsford, Bemcrside, &o., 580. 

“ Tumi ml y t the (/real," 45(5. 

Tweed river, 188, 151,208, 210, 201,8(58, 
00(5; “drumly and dark,” 510. 

“Two I hums its, Thus,” tale of, pub¬ 
lished in November, 1827, 528. 


U. 

Usher, Mr. John, Toftfiold, 309. 


V. 

Venice, Scott, at, 50(5. 

Victoria, Princess, now Queen, Scott 
presented to, 580. 

“ Visionary, The,” publication of, 
84(5. 

“ Visits of three days,” 458 n. 

Voltaire, 800. 

Volunteer mania in Edinburgh, 130. 
Vulgar, its true meaning, 448. 


W. 

Walkicr, Admiral, Sir Baldwin, 588. 

“ Rev. Mr., Dunotlar, 02. 

— II(d<m, Scott’s monument to, 58(5. 

“ Walladmoor,” tale of, 441. 

Walt mi llall visited by Sir Walter and 
Mr. Lockhart, 87(5. 

Watch, simile of a, 505, 5(5(5. 

Watson, Dr. Thomas, 000. 

Watt, Robert, execution of, (55. 

“ Wavkrlky,” 8 vols., 1(H). MS. of, 
208 , 282, 237. Offer of Constable for 
the Copyright, 237. Publication of, 
in 3 vols., in 1814,237,243. Anecdote 
of its composition, 239. 

Waverlky Novels, MSS. of, gifted 
to (kmstablo by Scott, 434 ; award of 
their right of vestment, 528. 

. 4.M \mlst mm i( S)nnsi Mfttniu))). M L 
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joint purchase of Sir Walter and 
Mr. Cadell, for L.8500, 529. 

Whale, Mr. Lancelot, Kelso, 23. 

Wharnecliffe, Lord, 627. 

Wealth and rank, remarks on Scott’s 
estimate of, 459, 460. 

Weber, Henry, melancholy case of, 
233. 

Wellesley, Marquis of, 444. 

Wellington, the Duke of, Scott first 
presented to, 260. Scott’s admira¬ 
tion of, 264, 265 n. Style of de¬ 
bating, 422. Meeting with Scott at 
Durham and Ravenswortli Castles, 
521. 

-357, 410, 500, 556, 584. 

Wicklow, excursion into, 445. 

Wilkes, John, 200. 

Wilkie, Sir David, his portraits of 
Scott, 631. 

Williams, Rev. Archdeacon, 378, 580, 
607. 

Wilson, Professor John, visits Abbots¬ 
ford, 320, and Storrs, 452. 

- 332, 430, 628. 

Windermere, 453. 

Windsor Lodge in the Forest, Scott 
commanded to, 500. 

Wines, Scott’s taste for, 308. 

Winstanley, Mr., auctioneer, 228. 


Wollaston, Dr., 364,pas$iw 

Woman, in Fife, misfortun 

Wood, Sir Alex., 65, 67. 

Woodhouselee, Lord, 80. 

“ Woodstock,” 3 vols., 46 
tion of in April, 1826, 491 

W ordsworth, William, Esq., 
at Lasswade, 109. Scott 
139. Visit to Storrs, 452. 
well visit to Abbotsford, 
from his “ Yarrow Re vis: 

_225. 

-Miss, 582. 

Wright, Thos. Guthrie, Esq 
niscences of Scott, 154. 

-William, Esq., of Lin 

462. 

Writings of Scott, their me 
620. Genius, 620. Imitati 
621; and tendency, 621. 

Wynn, Right Hon. C. W., £ 


Y. 

Yarrow River, 118,119 ,4 
York, Duke of (1822), 410. 
Young, Charles, Esq., Trag 

-Miss, of Hawick, 547. 

-ideas, 447. 



